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American Battle Monuments C'ommxsszon, Signed October 4, 1929 

1029 
Feb. 13 
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j lives of the American Battle Alominwmts Commission in order 
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BULGARIA 
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OF Arbitration and Conciliation Brtwrsn th* Unitro Statrr 
AND Bulgaria, Sionbd Januart 21, 1929 

Bate and 
number 

8ub|ect 


1027 
Feb. 2 
(960) 

From tho Minister in Bulgaria 

Beport that Bulgaria is showing renewed Interpt in eon- 
eluding an arbitration treaty with the United Btates. 

16 

1928 
Mar. 23 
(4) 

To the Minister in Bulgaria 

Information that the Department has informed the Bul- 
garian Minister of its readiness to oonclude treaties of arbi- 
tration and conciliation with Bulgaria. 

17 

Apr. 20 
(7) 

To the Minister in Bulgaria iteL) 

Advice that draft texts of the treaties have been handed to 
the Bulgarian Minister. 

17 

Sept. 15 
(271) 

To the Minister in Bulgaria , . , . 

Instructions to try to expedite the consideration of the 
proposed treaties by the Bulgarian Government. 

la 

Nov. 22 
(30) 

From the Chargi in Bulgaria (tel.) 

Information that the Bulgarian legation in Washington 
has been instructed to sign the pn^posed treaties without 
modification. 

IB 

1929 
Jan. 21 

Treaty Between the United States of America ami Bulgaria 

Of arbitration. 

19 

Jan. 21 

Treaty Between the United States of America and Bulgarin 

Of conciliation. 

20 


CANADA 


Agreement Between the XInited Statkb and Canada To the ('a he 

OF the “I’m Ai.one” to Arbitration 

1929 
Mar. 28 

To the Canadian Minister 

Information concerning the sinking of the <*anadian vessel 
I*?n Alone by the XJ. S. Coast Gnartl on March 22. 

23 

Apr. 9 
(52) 

From the Canadian Minister 

Opinion that the pursuit and sinking of the I*m Atone were 
unauthorized either by the terms or the liquor smuggling 
convention of January 23, 1924, or by the rules of inteniational 
law; also, that the extreme measures taken constitute grounds 
for redress. 

24 

1 

Apr. 17 

To the Canadian Minister 

Further facts and arguments in support of contention ttiat 
the U. S. authorities w'cre iustified in their pursuit of the l*m 
Alone^ that their sinking of the vessel was inevitatde, and 
that they acted throughout in full accord with the law; will- 
ingn^s, however, if the Canadian Government is still unable 
to concur in these views, to submit the matter to arhitrath>n 
under the convention of January 23, 1924. 

32 

1 

Apr. 24 
(67) 

From (he Canadian Minister 

Expression of regret that the U. B. and Canadian Govern- 
ments have been unable to reach similar conclusions m to the 
facts in the case and the applicable principles of law; accept- 
ance of proposal to submit matter to arbitration. 

43 
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CANADA 


CoMMXBCiAL Bmvoglino Acrosb TBS Xntsbnatxonal Bobdse Bstwxbn mm 

Umxtsd Status and Canada 


nnmtMr 

Subject 

Peso 

1929 
May 15 

PreM ReleoBe I$aued by the Department of State 

SumuiEry of oorrcspondence from October 1, 1925, to April 
20. 1929, between the U. S. and Canadian Governments on the 
suDjeet of oomxneroial smuggling across the international 
border. 

48 


Untbbfsctbd Convention Between the United States and Canada fob the 
Pbotection of the Fbasee XlxvEB SocxEYE Saluon Fiskebzbs 


1929 



Jan. 2 

From the Canadian Minieter 

55 

<2) 

Submittal of draft treaty for the protection of the Fraser 
Xliver sookeye salmon fisheries; request to be Informed whether 
the U. 8. Government is prepared to accept the draft and pro- 
ceed to signature. 

(Footnote: Information that on March 21 the Secretary of 
State transmitted a revised draft to the Canadian Minister, 
who in turn transmitted to the Secretaiy on March 25 an 
amended revised draft which proved acceptable.) 

Mar- 27 

Ctmveniion Between the l/nited Slates of America and Canada 

For the protection, preservatiun, and extension of the sook- 
eye salmon fisheries in the Fraser Hi ver system. 

(Footnote: Information tliat the convention was not ratified; 
it was ordered by the Senate, December 13, 1929, to be returned 
to the President.) 

55 

1930 



Jan, 4 

To the Canadian Minieter 

Notification that the eonvontion has been withdrawn from 
the Senate for further consideration by the Executive author- 
ities and that the U. 8. Government will probably soon submit 
asulwtitute eonvontion. 

60 


Profohed Convention To KKrtACE the Halibut Fxsueet Convention of 
March 2, 1923, Between the United States and Great Britain 


1929 
May 6 
(80) 

From the Canadian Minieter 

Interest of the ('anadian Government in concluding a treaty 
to make effective the recoinmendat iuim of the International 
Fishcritta Cominission for the preservation of the Northern 
Pacific halibut fisher 3 '. 

60 

May 29 
(M8) 

To the atfiniifcr in Canada 

Ueadiiieas of tlio U. S. Government to conclude a new halibut 
fishery convention: instructions to submit to the Canadian 
Government a draft of the proposed convention (text printed). 

61 

Oct. 7 
(1159) 

From the Minieter in Canada 

Amended draft of the nrojxisod convention (extract printed) 
preeent^ by the Canadian Government with an expression of 
its willingness to conclude such a convention at an early date. 

65 











UST OF PAPERS 




CANADA 


SlsgPABLISHMBNT OF A COMMISSION TO InVFSTIOAT* TUI FlSHKNIlSS PlIOIII.ieM 

IN Missxsanox Bat 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

rm# 

1929 
Mar. 13 
(476) 

To the Ckargi in Canada 

Instructions to take up Main with the Oanadiaxi Clovern- 
ment the question of appointing a Joint fact-findiiig commlMiioti 
to investigate and make recommendations eoncemiing seine 
fishing in the Miasiaquoi Bay section. 

69 

Mar. 19 
(906) 

From the Chargi in Canada 

Information that the Canadian Minister at Washington has 
been instructed to ascertain whether the U. B. Government is 
prepared to participate in a eonfomnee on outstanding fisheries 
problems; inquiry whether the Department still desires that 
the Missisquoi Bay question be taken up separately. 

70 

Mar. 29 
(493) 

To the Minuter in Canada 

Opinion that pending fisheries questions can hmi l>e solvisl 
by taking up each question separately; Insiructlutm to proreed 
with communication to Canadian Government. 

71 

Apr. 4 
(923) 

From the Minister in Canada 

Advice that note has been delivered as <lirected, and that j 
the Secretary of State for External Affairs apfieared to Iw 
sympathetic with the U. S. pedat of view. . 

72 

Apr. 23 
(969) 

From the Minister in Canada 

Note No. 38, April 22, from the Secretary of Htate for Kx- ’ 
ternal Affairs (text printed), accepting the |iro|xsial for ap- 
pointment of a fact-finding cominiHsion and stiggesting twi» 
additional points for consideration of the eominifwion. 

72 

June 19 
(561) 

To the Minister in Canada 

Instructions to inform the C'aimdian Gtivernment that the * 
U. S. Government agrees to the broacitmed sroiie of thts in- 
vestigation and is prcparetl to tiesignate I>r. John Van tlostim 1 
of the U. S. Bureau of Fislieries as the U. H. representativi*. 

(Footnote; Information that on B<*pt ember 30. 1029. the 
Minister in Canada rejwrted that Mr. James A. Uodd. of the 
Dominion Department of Fisheries. ha<l been selected as tlie 
Canadian repr«»en t ati ve. ) 

73 

Disinclination of the United States To Acoept <’anadian- run 

General Discussion or Fishkhikh ehtkinh 

1929 
Mar. 2 
(34) 

From tlu Canadian Minister 

Inquiry whether the U. S. Government would be orrimreil to 
participate in a conference for general discussion of the fisheries 
. questions outstanding between the two countries. 

74 

Apr. 3 

S To the Canadian Minister 

Opinion that the agreement.s already rcaclied ctmeerning the 
salmon and halibut fisheries have demonstrated the efiieaey 
of dealmg with single phases of the fisheries quest inn inde- I 
pendently and that it would be inadvisalde to undertake ven- 
f al disci^smns pending the conclusion of the halibut fishery * 

76 
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LIST OF PAPSBS 


CANADA 

Dwinoumawon or mt U«fiTE» Statss To Aoospt Canaoiak Psopobal pob 
Gxnsbal Discussion or Fibbbbzbs QuxsnoNs^Continued 


Date and 
numbar 


From the Canadian Minieter 

Wiliingniifls to bogtn independent discunaion of Great Lakes 
fisheries as soon as negotiations coneeming the halibut fishery 
are concluded. Suggestion, however, that the proposal for 
acmiferonoe on the outstanding fisheries questions be revived 
at that time. 


SsTTiNO Up or an Intrrnational Commissxon To Invbstxqats Errscrs on 
Fxsubriss op Pkoposbd Powbh Dbvblopiibnt xn Pabbamaquoddt Bat 




1029 
May n 
(531) 


May 16 
(997) 


June I 
(1015) 


Sept. 20 
(1135) 


To the Minieter in Canada 

Explanation of the difficulties of the Dexter P, Cooper Co, 
ill n'gnrd to its proposed power development In Pasaamaquoddy 
Bay ; inforismtion ttiat Mr. Cooper suggested that the Cana- 
dian ( xovernment appotntasfiecialcoxhmiBHion to consider the 
relation of the project to the fisheries question since that was 
osieimihly the reason for the refusal to grant an extension of j 
the time allowiMi the company for obtaining the approval of 
the three Canadian df^{)artitients ooncemed. Instructions to 
take up the case with the Canadian authorities. 

From the MinieUr in Canada 

Promise of the Secriftary of State for External Affairs to 
give prompt and eareful consideration to the question of 
granting ine extension of time rexiuested by tlie Cocmr Co. 

ls?tter from the American C'onsul at Saint John, N. B., May 
10 (text printed), giving information concerning the power 
pniject and the sources of objection to it. 

From the Atinieirr in Canada 

Xf>tt verbate fnun the Secretary of State for External Affairs 
I (text printed) stating that, while it does not apfioar feasible to 
I grant the extension of time requested, the construction powers 
of the com|>any could Isi revived by Parliament at any time, 
and cxpnrssing willingness to authorixo the Department of 
Marines and Kishi*ries to continue to consider the problem in 
cot>|s*ration with the appropriate V. S. authorities. 

From the Minieter in Canada 

Xote vrrhalr from the Hircretarv of State for External Affairs 
(text printed) suggesting tliat a joint commission l>o appointed 
to make a full investigation of the probable effect of the power 
project u{>on the fisheries of the art»a, 

! (Footnote: Information that the U. S. members were ap- 
! {minted airconliiig to an act of Cungross of June 9, 1930; findings 
of the C*ommisHion (excerpt printed).) 






LIST OF FAPBES 


XU 


CANADA 


Unpbbfbgted Convention Between the United States and Canada foe tee 
Pbbsekvation and Impkovement of the Kxaoaea Falls, and Protocol, 
Signed January 2, 1929 


Pate and 
number 

Subject 

PUfS 

1929 
Jan. 16 

To President CooUdge 

89 


Convention between the United States and Canada for the 
preservation and improvement of the Niagara Falls, and proto- 
col, signed at Ottawa January 2 (texts printed), for trans- 
mittal to the Senate for ratification. The Secretary’s report 
on the convention. 

(Footnote: Information that the convention and protocol 
were submitted to the Senate on January 16, and that no 
final action was taken by the Senate.) 


Disinclination of the Canadian Government To Consent That the Inter- 
national Joint Commission Eeconsider the Matter or the Apportion- 
ment OF THE Waters op the St. Mary and Mile Hxvers 


1927 
July 26 
(16) 


1928 
Mar. 29 
(313) 


June 21 
(270) 


Aug, 28 
( 1112 ) 


To the Minister in Canada 

Opinion that the order of the International Joint Commis- 
sion of October 4, 1921, doee not effect an equal division of 
the waters of the St. Mary and Milk Hivem between the two 
countries, as is contemplated by article VI of the Boundary 
Waters Treaty; information that this matter has been brought 
^ the attention of the chairman of the U. B, Section of the 
Commi^ion with a request that thf' order im reeoniiidered ; 
instructions to so inform the Canadian Government and to 
expre^ the hope that it will take similar action with tlie 
Canadian Section. 

From the Minister in Canada 

00^.2^ Kxternal Affairs, March 

23 (text pnnted), stating that the Canadian Government 
cannot see its way to join in a request that the International 
Joint Commission reconsider its decision, but that It would 
consider with the U- S. Government the formation of a joint 
board to consider the problem involved in the construction 
of storage r^rvoirs designed to increase the volume and 
regularity of the flow of the two rivers. 

To the Minister in Canada 

Instructions to inform the Canadian Government that. 
^ +2 continuance of the apportionment of the 
m accordance with the order of 
October 4, 1921, the United States concurs in the sugRcstion 
concerning the joint board and is prepared to dmignate its 
representatives; instructions to expr^ also the ho^^thai Urn 
Canadian Government may see Ite way to coiw^t to the 
reconsideration of the order of October 4. 

From the Minister in Canada 

26^t^t External Affairs. August 

of the negotiations con- 
nvers, explaining why it is considered Imnrao- 
oable to reopen the question of apportionment of the wat«ni 

iSnt®»fnf desfgS^rep^nUiivJ'o^ri 

joint board for the study of reservoir facilities. 


97 


99 


im 


105 
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U8T OF PAiratRS 


CANADA 

ABBANaBUBNT BSTWMN TUB UuiTBD StaTBS AHD CaHABA RbBABDINO AbuIS- 
UON OB CiviB AiBCBArr, TBB Ibboancb or Pilots' Licbhsbs, anb thb Accbpt- 
ANCB OF CBHTIFICATBS OF AmWOBTHINBSB FOB AiBCBAFT IuPOUTBO AS 
Mbbcbanbisb 


8ul4«0t 


To tho CanodioH Chargt 

Terma of propoaod fumingament between the United States 
and Canada for the admission of civil aircraft, the Issuance of 
pilots’ licenses, and aeoeptanoe of certificates of airworthiness 
for aircraft imported as merchandise; intention, if the Canadian 
Qovernment concurs in the terms, to consider the arrangement 
in force from the date of receipt of Canadian reply. 

From ihe Conodian MinUUr 

Information that the Canadian Government concurs in 
terms of arrangement and considers it to be operative from 
October 22,1929. 


ABSANOKUaNT HETWaBK THE UNITED StaTBB AND CANADA GOVERNING RaDXO 
Communications Hbtwekn Private Experimental Stations 


1928 

Oct. 2 From the Canadian Minuter 
(147) Inquiry as to willingness of U. S. Government to enter into 
an arrangement with the Canadian Goveminont which would 
permit Canadian private experimental stations to handle cer- 
tain elaacMm of mimsages with the United States and the Philip- 
pine Islands after January 1, 1929. 

Dee. 29 To Ms Canadian Minister 

Aeeeptanec of the proposal if the Canadian Government is 
witling to accept certain additional provisions. 

1929 

Jan. 12 From the Canadian hfinister 

(7) Information that the C'anadlan Government accepts the 

ad<ii(ionat pnivisioim and considerH tho arrangement to be 
effective as of January 1, 1929. 


Arkanoemknt Hetwken the United States and Canada Ooncbknxno Quaran- 
tine Inspection or VKHAEt.s Entering Puget Sound and Waters Adjacent 
Thereto or the Great Lakes Via the St. Lawrence River 


From the Minister in Canada 1 IS 

Note from tho Secretarv of State for External Affairs, Octo- 
har 10, and the American Minister’s repl^* of October 28 (texts 
printed), establishing an arrangement lietwoen Canada and tho 
unit4«d States concerning the quarantine inspection of vessels 
entering Puget Sound and waters adjacent thereto or the Grc?at 
I^akes via the St. l^wrencc River, 


1929 
Oct. 24 
(1179) 


114 

116 

117 



DstCSlKi 

txxtmhee 


1929 
Aug. 29 


Oot. 22 

am 
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IiIST OF PAFEES 


CHILE 


Kecipkocal Extension of Fseuse Cuhtoms Entet Peivii*eoe« to PEcintusiONAL 
Consuls by the Uniteo States an» Cihle 


Date and 
number 

Subject 


1929 
Nov. 18 
(81) 

From the Chilean Amhaseador 

Explanation of the Chilean law of Augutit 19, 1929, which 
provides for the free entry of a limited amount of gooiiii im- 
ported by professional consuls who are not engaged in eum- 
merce and whose countries grant similar privileges to the 
Consuls of Chile; inquiry whether the United States will grant 
reciprocal treatment to Chilean Consula 

121 

Deo. 4 

To the Chilean Ambaeeador 

Information that the United States is prejiarecl to grant free 
ent^ privileges to Chilean Consuls not engagcKi In eommerre; 
explanation that, while the United States liom not limit the 
amount of goods which may be brought in. it is Imlieved that 
the v^ue of goods Imported by Chilean Consuls would not 
exceed the value allowed American Cortauls in Chile. 

121 


CHINA 

Continued Civil War and Political Disunion in China. With MAiNTKNANr-i: 
of THE National Government and Alleoiance of the Manciii hian 


1929 
Jan. 12 
(27) 


Jan. 14 
(173) 

Jan. 17 
(1071) 

Jan. 19 
(6809) 


Jan. 22 
(178) 


Feb. 7 
(186) 


From the A/tn{«<er tn China (let.) 

F^m Mukden, January II: Information that two hiBh 
officials were arrest^ and shot January 10 on the orii. n* of 
Obang Hstleh-liang, hea<l of the Mukden govomnient. for eon- 
spinng gainst the government and plotting against the unift- 
cation of the country, 

PTom the Consul at Mukden io ihr AfiniBter in (*hina 

Keport on the background and probable results of the Muk- 
aen executions. 

From the Charg4 tn Japan 

thf Mukdcn'eS”ns!“* »» to 

at SAanffAo* to the Afinie/er in China 
tarv rvjiort to Nationat .Mill- 

^organization and Disbandment Conference at Nan- 

^wfon pi China's precarious financiiU 

Of Strict limitation of military ex|Hindituro 
and centralization and reorganization of the national finances. 

From fA« Consul at Mukden to the Minister in Chirm 
deeW^^**«f wncerning Miikden: Oeneral situation since the 

Nationalist Clovernnient ; courts; 
i^thc ?so?oTf prospects of the Nationalwt Covernincnt 

lent OD^nfJ>T+w^“'^®® auppreasing radicalism: ami preva- 
avoidablo ^ ‘ recurrence of civil war in China proper is tin- 

*** H/tMtslcr in China 
nominal changes in the machincrv of gov- 
f™m?heNS®,r in compliance wlt'h ordem 

thrnew%ovemmlft,°F^^^^^^ inauguration of 


123 


123 


125 


129 


132 


137 
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CHINA 


OOKTUIOXa CiVIb Vi AH AND POLITICAL DISUNION IN CbIHA, WiTH MaINTSKANCIB 
or TBN National Ciovkmnkbnt and Allboiancb or thb Mancbubxait 
Lbadbrs Tiikkkto — C ontinued 


I>fttdan4 

number 

Suhjeet 

Pass 

1929 
Feb. 18 
(1927) 

From the Mininter in China 

Ueport on runciitionH In Oliltia iluring January : OliBOrvation 
that the uUituatc autluinty n»mainc<l in t ho lianda of the mili- 
tary leaiicra aa aiioh rathor than au high offlclalH of a central 
Rovi^rninyiit; oontinuaiico <if unroot throughout the country: 
inforiiiatiuti ronrorntiig the ro|Kirt proAcntc^d In* tiko Minister of 
Fitiauco to the iitilitary confonuic^ heht at Nanking on Janu- 
ary 1). 

189 

Msr. 18 
(1990) 

From thr in China 

Uopcirt that the ntontli of Fehruarj* wan charaeforised by 
local ciiat urltattctia. especially in Hankow and eaittern Shantung, 
which cniphaHkxiMi the ahscitcc throuKhotit the country of real 
auttiority on flic part of the Naitkhig ( tovernmont. 

141 

Msr. 20 
(1.^55) 

From thr Connui at .Vunl'iii^ to thr AHnieter in China 

Inforination concrrniiig the isditical situation at the open- 
ing of the Thini Natinimi ruiignvHH in Nanking; also, that the 
(luverikiiient ha«< 4 *alled a cinigresN virtually of its own selection. 

144 

Apr. 22 
(2040) 

From thr hf in inter in China 

Huniinary <»f events during March, the most important of 
which was the <*i*ntrn! ttoveniineiil'M Hucc<«Hsful ext>cciition 
ngniiiNt Hikfiktiw* wliicli overnhac fowled in imiuirt mien the meet- 
ing of the Titirii Nnlionat thingresM. 

147 

Muy 0 
(;ioo) 

1 

From thr Minintrr in China (trl.) 

From t’liefoo, May S: Ueport of suceeMsful «’ffort« to ohtain 
runsfiit of the two oppo^iing geiieraH f»»r women and children 
to leave tte.«4iegetl city of Fustian and «»f arrangemeritH of con- 
ference hetweeii ri^presiMitatives of geiierairt with a view to 
allowing Ued f ’rons to care for wntiiiulefi. 

To t’hefoo, .\fay U: ItiNfruelioiiN to e.\ereiNe great caution 

1 ilk niediatitiii. 

153 

Mav !7 
(21 OS) 

1 

From thr .t/iMMfrr in China 

Ue|iort tliat tie* iiiontli t»f April was innrk«*fl hy apparent 
improvement in the .titimtimi of the Nalionalistrt lis inriicated 
hv: (li The MiereHMful iiiilittkry rnni|»aign against Hankow; 
(2) the Hetthuiieiit of the Tsinan iiiciiient whereby the Jfkpaneac 
agreed to evacuate Shantttiig: i2) the Keixure of control of 
Shikittiiiig hy t'liiang Kai-shek: and <>t) the passing of control 

1 of the city of Tsiiigtmi t4> Nationalist authority. 

153 

Mav 21 
(40S) 

i 

; From thr Minintrr in China itrl.} 

From Tsiiigtati: I tifornini ion Chat tlie Japanese evacuation 
of Shantung wan roinph*ted <tu schk*tiule and that the city ia 

1 ciui«*t under ctuktrtil of tloveriiinent otlicerH. 

158 

May 21 

ytrrnnramium hy (hr Annittfiint firmtary of State 

(*oii vernation wdth the Freiicli Aiulkussadttr concerning 
. China, during %vhich the Amha.ssador in<|uired whether it 
; would Ih* iKissible for the I'nited States to offer liclp to China 
an a midflleinan. and wan informed that the idea would bo 
t dinriisstMl with the S«*cn.*tary but that the work of a peacemaker 

1 in C'hiita would tie difllcuU. 

158 
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OHXNA 

OoNTiifUBD Civil Wah and Folitioai. Disunion in China, With Maintbnancb 
ov vnm National Qovbbnnbnt and Allbqiancb of tbb Makcburzan 
Lbadebs Tbxhbto — Continued 


nets and 
namber 

Sobjeot 

Fags 

1929 
Dee. 30 

From the Chargi in China 

180 

(2503) 

Summary of events during November: Information that the 
Kuominchun revolt seemed to be nearing a settlement, but 
that tills victory for Nanking was offset by an intensification 
of the disturbances in Kwangsi and Kwangtung, where the 
opiKwition forces seemed to envisage an independent govern* 
xneut in South China under Wang Ching-wei. 

From the Chargi in China 

1930 
Jan. 24 

182 

(2551) 

Information that during the month of December 1929 the 

threat of an autonomous government in the South faded, the 
dispute with Hussia was settled, and two revolts in Clentral 
China were kept In check, so that the year ended with at least 
the pretension of Nationalist control over the whole country. 



SiNO-SovxxT Conflict Ovxe ths Chinxss Bastben Railway and Affbal by 
THB United States foe Obsbevancb of the Fact of Faeis 


192S 
Dec. 31 
(1869) 


1929 
Jan. 9 
(1876) 


Feb, 7 
(186) 


Mar. 27 
( 201 ) 


May 29 
(428) 


From tho Consul at Harhin to the Minister in China 186 

Information that C^hinese ofhcials appear determined to » 
strip the ChinesQ Kastern Hallway of all funotions except those 
of a sinmle traiisportation nature and are encouzamd by the 
lack of Soviet opiwHition which they encountered when taking . r 
over the railway's telephone system; also, that there is talk 
regardinfc the taking over of .the entire railway by Chinese SEIa 
authorities. 


From the Consul of Uarhin to the Minister in China 

Fear of Soviet officials that the taking over by local Chinese 
authorities of the Harbin telephone service from the railway 
may lx» followed by the taking over of the wliolo railway. 

From the Consul at Mukden to the Minister in China 

Protest to the Mukden government by Soviet Consul Gen- 
eral against seizure of Harbin telephone service. Opinion 
that the Chinese are considering ways and means of taking 
over the railway. 

From the Consul at Mukden to the Minister in China 

Information concerning the arrival of the Soviet Consul 
General from Harbin and interview with Marshal Chang 
Hstleh-liang in which he stated Soviet desire to enter into a 
now treaty concerning administration of the railway and made 
representations against seizure of Harbin telephone service 
knd other Chinese acts directed against the Soviets. 

From the Minister in China (fet.) 

From Harbin, May 28: Znfonnation concerning raid by 
Chinese police, May 27, on Communist meeting held at Soviet 
Consulate Oeuoxal, and arrest of about 40 persons. 


188 

189 


190 


192 
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LIST OF FAFKRS 


CHINA 


SiNo-Sovi®T Conflict Ovbr thb Chinbsb Eastbhn Eailwat ahu Affbal »t 
THB XJnit»3> States for Observance of the Pact or Paris— Continued 


Late and 
number 

8ufo>ect I 

ric«» 

1929 
June 8 
(467) 

From the Minuter in Chinn (teL) 

From Harbin, June 7: Report that the Chief of Police haii 
shown the American Consul counterfeits of American consular 
seal which were seised in the raid on the Soviet Consulate 
General. 

192 

June 10 
(6200) 

From ike Minister in Lalvin 

Publication in Soviet press, Juno 1, of note from the Soviet 
Acting Foreign Comminsar to the Chinese Chargd at Moscow, 
May 31 (text printed), prott*«ting against search of the Harbin 
Consulate General, demanding release of Soviet eitluens and 
restoration of papers and proi^rty removed, and declaring 
refusal to accord extraterritoriality to Chinese diplomatic and 
consular representatives in the Soviet Union. 

192 

June 14 
(195) 

To the Minister in China (iei,) 

Inquiry as to accuracy of press reports of Soviet tnobilixa- 
tion on Chinese-Siberian border. 

I9ti 

June 17 
(485) 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

Information that countcrieit American seals were imita- 
tions of a seal for sealing envelopes: opinion of the ('oimul at 
Harbin that they were prolmldy used in n*.Mealing mail whieb 
had been opened and in dispatching Soviet or Coiiiinunistie 
mail matter. Request for inatructions. 

196 

June 21 
(498) 

From the Minister in China (td.) 

From Harbin, June IS: A<lviee that conditiorm on the 
border are apparently normal ami that nuiiors of mobiliuiition 
were probaldy started by Soviet agents to intimidate the 
Chinese. 

197 

June 25 
(216) 

To the Minister in China (td.) 

Instructions to direct tlie Consul at Harbin to obtain the 
seals or to satisfy himself of their deatruetion if he can ilo so 
informally and unoflicmlly without appearing to be acting 
under instructions, 

(Footnote: Infonuation from the C’onaul that the seals 
and other materials seized l>y tlu* Chinese had been forwarded 
to Mukden headquarters.) 

197 

July 9 
(552) 

From the Minister in China (td.) 

Advice that the Foreign Minister is coming to Peking, pre- 
sumably to discuss the Manchtirian situation with (‘hiang 
Kai-shek and Marslial Chang II.Htieh-liang. 

I 197 

July 10 
(1969) 

From the Consul at Harbin to the Miniitter in China 

Report that Chinese authoritu^ have Heiz«ni the imblic 
telcjpraph and lino telephone systeniH of tlu‘ railway, arr<*st<’d 
60 Soviet railway employee's, and closed local ofbees of Soviet 
trade organizations; rumor that Chine.se intend to replace 
the Soviet general manager of the railway by a Chinese, and 
that such action would be in direct violation of the Mukden 
agreement. 

im 

July 11 
(560) 

From the Minister in China (td.) 

Harbin: Advice that the C’hinese have discharged 
the Soviet general manager and assistant manager and all 
Soviet heads of departments of the railway, and tliat the j 
Chinese assistant manager has taken charge as general manager, 1 

200 
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CHINA 

SlNO-SoyHET CoNFUCT OVBK TUB CuiNBSB EaSTBBK RaILWAT AND ApFBAD BT 

TBB United Statbs fob Obsbbvancb of tbb Pact of Pabib— Continued 


numbor Subject Page 

1929 

July 11 From the MiniaUr in China (tel.) 200 

(561) Understanding that the visit of the Foreign Minister resulted 
in an arrangement with Marshal Chang whereby Manchuria's 
foreign relations will be handled through the Central Govern- 
ment at Nanking rather than at Mukden. 


July 13 
(231) 


To the Mininter in China (fsf.) 

Instructions, in view of press report that Harbin consular 
body is considering mediation of Chinese-Soviet railway dis- 
pute, that Consul at Harbin should not participate unless the 
Department instructs him to do so. 


200 


July 13 Frew /As Souiei Acting Commiaaar for Foreign Affaira to the 201 
Ckineae Chargi in the Soviet Union 
Protest against the Chinese acts of July 10 as being in vio- 
lation of the 1924 treaties, declaration of willingness to enter 
into negotiations on all gues^ons oonneoted with the railway, 
demand for restoration of the atatua guo ante, demand for cessa- 
tion of repression against Soviet citizens and institutions, and 
warning that the Soviet Union will resort to other means of 
defense of its lawful rights if a satisfactory response is not re- 
ceived in three days. 


July 16 From the Afiniaier in China (tel.) 206 

(575) From Harbin, July 15: Advice that the Chinese authorities 
have incorporated the railway's land department into the 
Chinese land administration and are continuing the dtecharge 
of Soviet employees. 


July 17 From /As A/tnts/sr in China (/el.) 207 

(583) Hcceipt of coii6dmitial information that the Soviet Govern- 
ment intends to force the Issue and that it suspects that a third 
power (nresuxnably Japan) is behind the Chinese actions; re- 
j^orts of Chinese and Soviet troop movements toward the 
f)order. 


July 17 From the Afiniaier in China (tel,) 208 

(.^)83 bLs) From Harbin, July 16: Advice that Chinese authorities 
continue the discharge of railway employees and apparently 
intend to ignore the Soviet ultimatum. 

July IS From the Afiniaier in China (tel.) 208 

(584) From Harbin, July 10: Publication by Japanese news ^ency 
of Soviet ultimatum; seizure by Chinese authorities of rail- 
way's four libraries; reports of mobilization of Soviet troops at 
Irkutsk and Chita. 


July 18 From the A/inta<<rr in China (teL) 208 

(585) Press dispatch from Nanking, July 16 (text printed), con- 
taining summary and excerpts from Foreign Office telegram to 
the (7harg5 in Moscow instructing him to reply to the Soviet 
ultimatum of July 13 by presenting a note charging that Soviet 
iiiftcials have violated and failed to carry out the 1924 agree- 
ment and have used organs of the railway to ccurry on propa- 
gandsL 
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CHINA 

SlNO-SoVIET C0NFI.ICT OvaSR THB ChINKSB EaSTERJ^ EaILWAT AK» Ari»BAl# »Tr 
THB XJnitki> Statbs FOR Obsbrvakcb OF THB Pact OF Paii!ii — Coiitlfiued 


D&teand 

number 


Subject 


r ««0 


1929 
July 18 
(236) 


To ike Minister in Chinn (tel,) 

Information that in conversations with the British, Chinese, 
French, and Japanese diplomatic representatives the Secre- 
tary pointed out the grave responsibility Impoeed by the 
present Sino-Soviet crisis upon all the powers signatory or 
adherent to the Treaty for the Heniineiatlon of wiw; also, 
that he observed to the Chinese Minister that the (Hilneae 
Government’s actions lent themselves to the Implication 
that China had violated the 1924 agreement by actions that 
might be interpreted as an attack on the Sovlete* 


aio 


July 19 
(589) 


From the Minister in China (ieL) 

Heceipt In Peking of text of Soviet declaration severing 
relations with China. 


July 19 
(590) 

July 19 
(75) 


July 19 
(591) 


From the Minister in China (Id.) 

From Harbin, July 17: Advice that the consular IkhIv does l 
not contemplate holding a meeting regarding railway dispute. 

From the Charffi in Japan (tel,) j 

Information from the Vice Minister for Foreign Alfairs that ^ 
his Government has no intinitlon of comnienting on or inter- : 
fering in the SiiK>-Boviet railway dispute* 

From the Minister in China (teL) j 

Press dispatch front M<wcow, July 18 (text prtn toil), con- 
taining text of Soviet note which reftitcfi CthinfM cliargt«ii, 
and announces the recall of all S4>vlct diplomatic, consular. ! 
and commercial repnmeiitatives in I'hina, as wcU an Siivlct I 
appointees on the railway, susttension of railway c<muntiYii- 1 
cations between C'hina aiui the Soviet l>«ion, order to < *hincno i 
diplomatic and conmilar reprcsentativpH to leave Hiiviet 
Russia, and reservation of all rights under the 1924 agree 
ments. 


211 

212 

212 


212 


July 19 
(594) 

July 19 
(237) 


July 19 


July 19 


From Minister in China (tel,) 

Receipt by the Gennan Legation of Soviet refluent that t^'ga ^ 
tion take charge of Soviet intercstn in the Peking, Mukden. < 
and Harbin areas. 


To the Minister in C^ina (tel.) i 

Additional information concerning the Serretarv*a P*»n- 
vexations with the British, Criiinme, French, and Japanese 

advice that conversation 

with the Italian Ambassador was along the name Uncfi, 

M^orandum by the Assistant to the .SVrrrhirg of State 

Telephone message received from the French Ainbnaaadtir’» 
secretary, conveying Foreign Minister BriaiuPs apimival of 
the steps taken by Secretary Btimson and advising of llriand*M 
mtention to discuss the matter with the Chinese and Soviet 
aiplomatic representatives In Paris. 


M^orandum by the AssistatU Secretary of State 

Conversation with a memlnsr of the Italian Kmbaafiv in 
mgard to the probabilities of war Inst ween (*hina and Htiviei 
xiussia. 


214 


215 


2IH 


21H 
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SiHO^viwP Cot^LicT Ovik THi Chinisb Eabtikn Railwat and Apvkai. bt 
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1929 
July 19 
(S99) 


From tho ilfi'niator in China (M.) 

Prmn Mukden: InfontMtion that Moiieow has oideied the 
dtomtinuaneo of railwav oommunioation with Chin* ud 
the ikpajPture from MukAn of all consular and other officials 

•• there is no unusual 
miliury aetivity in the MukAn area. 


219 


July 20 
( 601 ) 

July 20 
(604) 

July 21 
(607) 

July 21 

July 22 

July 22 

July 22 
(241) 


From the Minieter in CAi'na (lei.) 

Prom Hartdn, July 17: Ileparture from Suifenho and 
Lahasusu of White Russian staff of Maritime Customs, and 
appear^co of Hoviet ainiiancs and gunboats: Soviet arranxe- 
meiits for departure from Harbin. 


From the Minieter I'n China (tel.) 

Argumente i^vanced hy the advisors of the MukAn 
government to justify the taking over of the railway. 

From the Minieter in C%fna (fel.) 

From Nanking. July 19: UnArstanding that the Otinese 
(lovernnieiit has ileeuicd to publish the Aviet documents 
seixed in the raid on the iiariiin CoiwuUte in ortier to sub- 
stantiato the charges of propaganA eonUdned in Chinese 
note of July 16; also, that tne decision to seiw tA ndiway was 
reached in the Poking eonferenee lietween Chiang Kai-shek, 
Chang Ilsfieh-liang, and horeign Minister C. T. Wang. 


From the Coneul at Harbin (tel.) 

Information that Avista haw seised two Chinese merchant 
%'essels on Amur River and that Avlet CSovemment has 
onicred Aviot employees of t A railway to resign. 


Jfrsiorondum hy the Srrretary MRtale 
Conversation, July 20. in which the French Ambassador ex- 
nrws-d the hope tAt the Aeretary would see the Chinese 
Minuter again and endeavor to counteract any undue eneour- 
Mtement that might itave resulted from a rcmaric by the Am- 
tiassador to the effect tAt tA Hoviet Government had an- 
noun«>d that it would not violate the Kellogg-Briand treaty. 

Memorandum by the Sefretary of State 
Conversation with the Chinese Minister, July 20, in which 
the Arretary pointed out the unfavorable world reaction to 
t hina s seisurp of the railway and renewed the diwussion on 
puasibilities of impartial arbitration or mediation. 


To the ^finiltrr in China (tel,) 

Details of conversation with t A French Ambassador on July 
2m; information concerning the Japanese attituA toward Rio 
Hinn-Hoviot dispute; advice that the British Government is in 
entire accord with the steps taken by Secretary Stimson and 
Furcigii Minister Briand. 

(liutruetiuns to repeat to Tokyo. Ant, mtAlis mutandis, 
to Paris, for repetition to Rome; sent also to London.) 


219 


220 


221 

222 


222 


223 
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CHINA 


Rtn-o-Sovihit Confwct Ovbr th» Chinss* Eautmn Railway ahij Affial ht 
^ MK UmTl^STATES FOR ObsERVANCH OF THE FaCTT OF PA RIR— CoOtinUacI 



1929 
July 22 
(611) 


tJudated 
[Rec’d 
July 23] 


From the Minister in China 

Opinion that neither side desires or coiints on hcmtilities. 
but that China may overplay her hand and create a situation 
which will make hostilities unavoidable; augjjestlon H If 
made clear to the Chinese Minister that Chineae intractabil- 
ity in this matter would alienate the symffthy enjoyetl thus 
far and this matter involves the same question — respoiisilHltty 
for the observance of inteniailonai undertakings*- as in the 
extraterritorial difSculty, 

From the Chinese Mininier _ ^ ^ 

Manifesto issued by the Chinese Government on 
(text printed), stating that the documents mlt^d in the raid on 
the Soviet Consulate at Harbin are being published to reveal the 
true facts of the matter and to emphasise the seriousness of 
Soviet responsibility in cutting off international eommimm^ 
tion, in disregarding tho principle of Justice End the 1924 
agreements, and in attempting to create internal disturbance 
in China. 


rmi* 


226 


228 


Undated 
[Rec^d 
Aug. 9] 


July 23 


July 23 
(612) 


Statement by the Soviet CommtMeariat far Farmqn Affmr§ 

Declaration that the offer of mediation made by the French 
Government on July 19 is appreciated but t>ecomes without 
point in view of tho Chinese refusal to restore the legal basis * 
which they violated. | 

From the Constd at Geneva (f«l.) «... 

Opinion that the league of Nations will take no omcial 
action in regard to the Sino-Soviet crisis unleas forced to do so 
by the imminence of war. 

From the Minieier in China (teL) ^ 

From Mukden, July 21, from the Military AttachA; Denial 
by Chinese authorities of military clashes at railway tennlnal« 
but admission of minor incident at Pograntchnava, July 20, 
in which Soviet troojvi temporarily crosaed tho frontier; ab- 
sence of evidence of any unusual military preparations locally. 


231 


232 

232 


July 24 
(618) 


July 24 
(620) 

July 24 
<621) 


From the Minister in China (iei,) 

From Nanking, July 23; Information that the Foreign Min- 
ister is endeavoring through the Chinese and Soviet diplomatic 
representatives in Berlin to reach some basis for solution of the 
railway difficulty, and has ordered Chinese diplomatic and 
consular representatives to leave Russia. 

From ike Minister in China (f«f.) 

From Nanking, July 23; Information from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs that Chilians reply to the second Soviet note 
will be ‘^peaceful.” 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Harbin, July 22: Withdrawal of Soviet consular and 
trade representative's; opinion that there is no immediate 
danger of outbreaks at iiarbin. 


233 


2S3 

233 


July 24 To the Minister in China {tel,) 

(245) Substance of conversations with the Chinese Minister, the 
French Ambassador, and the Japanese Ambassador, July 22, 
and with the Secretary of the German Embassy, July 23, oon- 
earning various means for Ending a peaceful solution of the 
Sino-Sovlet difficulties. 


234 
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SiNO-SoTiar CoKrucr Ovsn thb Cbinbsb Kastbrk Raiuvay amb Appbai. bt 
TBB Umitbr Statbb por Obbskvancb op tub Pact op Paris — Continued 


Pate and 
numiwr 


1020 
July 24 
(& 22 ) 


July 24 


July 24 


July 24 
<i51) 


July 25 

(r.3) 


July 25 


Jtily 


July 25 


jProfn the Minister in China (<€i.} 

From Mukden, July 23, from the Military Attachd: Advice 
that ahMonee of military preparations, together with official 
aMiertions of determined passive attitude, give rise to the con- 
clusion that local goveriinienit has no Intention of accepting 
|K)Ht<ihle Soviet chaileitge. 

A/rmorondtim by the Secretary cf State 

Convemation vrith the Itfulan Amhassador In which he read 
a telegram from Premier Mussolini expressing sattefaotion 
and apprf>vnl of the ste|>s taken by the United States in regard 
to C'hlua and the Soviets. 

Memorandum by the Secretary oj State 

< Conversation with the Japanese Ambassador following 
deposit of Japanese ratification of the Kellogg Pact, during 
which the Ambassador gave assurances that his Government 
uiidt*rHtis>d |M*rfectly what the U. B. Government was trying 
to do in the Siiio-Soviet situation. 

From the Chnryi t‘it France (tel,) 

Information from the Foreign Minister that the Chinese 
Minist4*r had eximtssed willingness to arbitrate and abide by 
the Pact of Paris, hut ttmt the Soviet Ambassador had ox- 
presseii the «)piition that his Ooverniiient could not consider 
arhitratloti until the Chinese had resU^red the etatue quo ante. 

From the Miniittrr in Itatpia (tel,) 

Oeseripiton «>f siTSsioii of the C^oiimiunist Party's Central 
C'oininiti4*e, July 17, at which ntsolutions were passed requir- 
ing th<« Governineiit t<» take measures to combat Chinese 
raimrity, to suitittiim party organisations to arrange demon- 
strations, ami to inobiiiso all organs in SilH»ria. 

Memoraruium by the AeBiitant Secretary of State 

( *oiiv««rsation with the Jaimnesn Aiiihassador in which ho 
ailviM-d that the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo had stated to 
the Fondgii Minister that his Goveriiinent nad declined the 
French proposal for rncsltation iH^catise it did not include 
restoration of the sfelus quo ante. 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Conversation a‘ith the French Ambassador in which the 
AiiibasHad«>r pres4'nte<l an aide^mitnoire (text printed) sotting 
forth the internal difficulties whicli the French Ambassador 
in NtoM«*ow believes are rt*spon,sihle for the Sovi<«t ntfusal of 
the French proposal, and stating that the French Minister in 
(*liiiia is of the opinion that the Nanking Government would 
ar 04 'pt the return to the slaf us giio prior to a general discussion 
of the (|Uesti«)n. 

To the French Andmeaador 

Iteqiiest that the Amhassadiir submit to his Government, 
for criticiiun and iwasible joint action with the United States, 
the Sf^ndary's draft of suggestions for a commission of con- 
ciliation (text printed). 

(Footnote: Inforination that the Secretary read this atde- 
tnJmeire to the British. French, Italian.andJaiAnese Ambassa- 
dors, and the German Charge, and handed each a copy thereof.) 


XXIV 


LIST OF PAFEBS 


CHINA 


SiNO-SoviBT Conflict Ov»k th» Chinns* Eastehn Hailwatt and Apfsal »y 
THB United States for Observanch of the Pact or Paris— C ontlnuEd 


Date and 
number 

Subjed 

Puts 

1929 
July 25 
(&0) 

From the Minieter in China «W.) ^ * 

Confirmation by the Minlaier of llailwayn of ro|H»ri timi 
discussions with a view to arranging; direct negutiiition!i are 
already in progress between the Chinese and Soviet diplo- 
matic representatives in Berlin. 

244 

July 25 
(633) 

From the Minieter in China (Ul) , * i 

Increasing evidence that the original Chiiieae intention in 
ousting the Soviet staff was to obtain possemiion of the railway 
and that subsequent declarations attributing action to iiereii- 
sity for suppressing hostile propaganda ^ a result of realisa- 
tion that publicity maintaining the original |H>iiition would 
discredit the Chinese Government in world opinion. 

246 

July 26 
(79) 

From the Chargi in Japan (iei.) 

Opinion of the Foreign Minister that the Siiu>-B<n iet i*itiia- 
tion is not serious, but is annoying, and that mailers are dead- 
locked. 

246 

July 26 
(248) 

To the Minuter in China (f#l.) 

Transmittal of text of Becrelary's aide-mimmre of July 25 
and its enclosure. 

(Instructions to rei>eai to Japan. 

Footnote: Information that this telegram was sent to 
France, with instructions to re|>eat to Germany, Great Hritain, 
and Italy.) 

247 

July 26 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Record of telephone call from the Chinese Minister who 
advised that the Boviet Ainbassailor In Berlin had sounded 
out the Chinese Legation aa to whether they would meet in 
negotiations and that the Chinese Government had expn»s#H*«l 
its willingness but had received no reply. 

247 

July 26 

Memorandum by the Secretary of Slate \ 

Conversation with the German Charg5 in which the C‘liarg<^^ 
stated his Governments satisfaction with c^very thing that had 
been done, and inquired concerning nature of U. H.- French 
relations in connection with the proposal to the C'hinesci and 
Soviet Governments. 

24B 

July 26 
(636) 

From the Minuter in China (ieL) 

From Harbin, July 25, from the Kaval Attach^: Report on 
strength of Chinese auid Boviet forces in North Manchuria 
region. 

249 

July 26 
(54) 

To the Ambassador in Germany iteL) 

Indication of surpriso at the l>eUef of newsna|>er corrcs|Kuul- 
ents that all U. S. action in the Blno-Soviet afiair is not known; 
r5sum4 of the action which the StJcrctary has taken. 

249 

July 26 
(637) 

From the Minister in China (tel,) 

Press dispatch from Bhanghai, July 25 (text printiKi), 
stating that the Foreign Minister has declared that China is 
willing to enter into direct negotiations and is awaiting an 
indication of Soviet attitude. 

25Q 



UBfS OF FAPBB8 


XEV 


CHINA 

SxNO-Soviar CoNrucr Otbk tbb Cbinbsb Eastbsk RaiiiVat akd Apbiuli. bt 
tbb Unitbb Statbb roB Obbbbvancb or thb Pact or Paius — ContiinMd 


Data and 
noaibfir 


Sufaleet 


Fw 


1029 

July 26 From the Military Attachi in China to the Legation in China 251 

(7565) Belief that the objective of Chineee aotione on July XO and 
11 waa the oomplete recovery of the railway and that only 
unfavorable world opinion and a menacing Soviet attitude 
forced an official renunciation of this objective and ite replace- 
ment by demands for strict adherence to the 1924 agreements. 
Observation, also, that it appears that the Nanking and 
Mukden Governments were working in agreement, and that 
if the highest authorities did not order the liarbin action, they 
took no measures to forestall its ezeoution. 


July 27 From the hlaeai AiiachS in China to the Afmtslar in China 252 

Information that the present situation concerning the 
railway is not an overnight development but had been expected 
by the Kussians and planned for by the Chinese for some 
months; also that the action was taken by Lu Jung-huan» 
President of the Board of Directors, without the knowledge of 
Marshal Chang or the Nanking Government. 

July 29 From the Naval Atiaehi in China to the Jlfinieier in China 255 

Kxplanation by Lu Jimg-huan that he was obliged to take 
action in order to protect Chinoee interests and ensure execu- 
tion of the 1924 agreements. 

July 29 Afemorantium hy the Secretary of State 257 

lleceipt fr«im the French Ambassador of a late report on the 
8ino-Soviet issue (text printed) stating that Soviets insist 
that they are not in eominunication with the Chinese in any 
eanital, and will ailhers to the rupture in relations until ful- 
fllfiikeiit of conditions of the Soviet note of July IS. 

July 29 From Afarehal HeUeh-liang to the Soviet Acting Comr 258 

mivMr for Foreign Affaire 

Pntposal that each Government appoint a representative 
for a eotiferonce on railw'ay questions, that the prevailing situ- 
ation on the railway he regarded as provisional, subject to 
regulatifin after the conference, that the imprisoned Soviet 
citiitens l>e released and deported, and that the Chinese arrest- 
ed in the V, H, 8. U. l)e released. 

UndatcMl From the Atinieter in China (tel.) 258 

( H ec ' d Foreign Office note, July 29 (text printed), expressing appre- 
Jitiv :101 ciatitui for 17. 8. notification tliat the Pact of Paris entered into 
(651) force on July 24 and iieclaring wUUngness to settle the difficul- 
ties with the Soviets by pacino means. 

July 30 AfrmoraaAum by the Serretary of State 259 

i'onversatiott with the Japanese Ambassador in which the 
Ambsasador presented a confidential statement (text printed), 
expressing doubt that either the Chinese or Soviets would 
favorably receive the suggested plan for a commission of con- 
ciliation; his undorsiandlng that the former Soviet Consul 
General at Harbin waa returning toward the border and that 
the t?hincee Foreign Office representative in Manchuria was 
starting to meet him; the Secretary’s reply that so long as the 
two Governments seemed to be making progress toward direct 
negotiation he did not intend to make any suggestion. 





XXVI 


LIOT OF FAPEBS 


CHINA 


Sino-Bovi»t CoNmcT Ovue the Ohihbee Eaeteeh Eaii.way ahd Ai»feai« et 
THE United States for Observance or the Fac^t or Paris-* Continuisfl 


Dale and 
number 

8ubl«*ct 

Psini 

1020 
Julv SO 
(654) 

From the Minieier in Chine ((tiJ 

From Harbin: Ad vies that the rnmniiiiiiloiicr for Fort^lgn 
Affairs and a direetor of the railway are pnwuinahly on their 
way to receive Soviet reply to the C^hinese proinisais which 
were made at the Chang Tgo-hslang-htelnlkoff itii^eting at 
Chmigohun. 

261 

July 31 
(139) 

From the Amhaeeador in Cermanu (#rl.) 

Reiteration in the press of earlier denials by Soviet Ktnitaiisy 
concerning reports of direct negotiations with the C-liinem^ 
Minister in Berlin, 

262 

July 31 

Memorandum by the Becreiaty o/ Btote 

Receipt from the French Ambassador of a statettieni (text 
printed) advising that on July 29 the Acting Fi»rclgii C^om* 
misaar confirmed to the French Aiiiliassador in Moscow his 
previous denial that oonveraaiions acre lieltig held with tlie 
Chinese, and maintained that no convcrsatiaiia wouhl lie i>os* 
sible until return to the stolus quo. 

262 

Auk. 1 
(659) 

From ike Minislsr in China (ttl.) 

Ixieal press diapaich (text printed) of interview with ( ‘hliiese 
Minister of Railways In which he statinl that the greattist con- 
cession which I'litina would make wouhl lie to admit joint 
ownership of the railway with the Hoviets atul sole control anti 
administration by C'hina, 

263 


From the Minieter in China Urt.) 

Picas disfmtch from Kanklng, July 31 (text prinfet!). statiiig 
that the first Hlim-H<nnet prcUininafy conference met on July 
30 at Manchouli to discuss cpnwtions of time ami place for a 
formal conference. 

2fV4 

Aug. 1 

From the Firnt Secretary of (he Freneh Kmhoaiiy 

Opinion of the Foreign Minister that In caiu! a settlement 
by direct negotiati<m cannot lie n’schetl, Secretary Htimson^s 
proposed note ctudd Int forwardetl in accordance with the 
Pact of Paris. j 

2iH 

Aug. I 
(663) 

From the in €^hina (trl) ! 

From Harbin: (''mlt>rstanding that at Htiu>*Ck>viet cfinferetice I 
at the frontier on July 31, it was agrr*ed to apiHuint delegabjw 1 
to negotiate the railway question. * 

265 

Aug. 1 

From the Bopirt Acting Cummieear for Foreign Affaire to Mar- ; 
ekal Chang Hnueh-liang ! 

Infonnation that the t'hliiem*i profuisal of July 29 differs j 
from the proiiosal which was pn?senteti on July 22 to the * 
Soviet Consul General at ilarbin, on the Imsls of which the 

1 Soviet Government was willing to hold liisctissions, and has 
crt»ated new and serious compUcationH for which the Mukden 
and Nanking Governments must lie held rt^|Hinsihle. 

265 

Aug. 2 

From the Naml Atiaehi tn C5in<] io the Afiuislrr m CAiaa ; 

Report of a visit to MaitchcHtlt July August 1 ; impresfiitm 

that the situation Is very much eased but that there is no 
assurance that the present conversations will not drag or tl»at 
the ultimate negotiations will take place in the near future. 

267 



UBT OF FAPBES 


xxvn 


CHINA 


SiNO-Sovi»T CoHFUcrr OvEH THE CiiiMESE Kastbbn Eailwat ani> Appeal by 
the IJhited Htates won Ohbehvakce op the Fact of Paris — Continued 


Dftte 

number 

Subject 

Page 

tm 

Aug. 3 
imB) 

From ih€ MinhUr i« China (Ul.) 

Front II»rbin» August 2: Advice that conditions are quiet 
but that then! is uneasiness that negotiations at Manchuria 
Station are not going as smoothly as expected. 

270 


From the Min hit r la CAtno (fsl.) 

Frniw dis|mteh from Nanking^ August 2 (text pdnted), 
<|Uoting the Foreign Mlnmter as deel^ng that the Govern- 
ment favors din^et negotiationa but cannot accept any condi- 
tions before negotiations are o|>ened. 

270 


From the AmboMiOnior in Cermany (£el.) 

Conviction of Foreign Olfiee that neither Chins nor Soviet 
Eussia doeires or would accept interference by other powers. 

271 

Aug. S 
(673) 

From the Minietrr in China (Irh) 

Advice that negotiations at KfanchouM are continuing but 
that authentic Iriiormation Is not avidlable. 

272 

Aug. 3 
(670) 

From the MininUr in China (tei,) 

Eeport dated July 31 to the Military Attach^ from Lieu- 
tenant White at ^fukden (text printea), containing text of 
ollielal Hieimiranduin of the Chineiic interpretation of the 
sfalns with regard to the railway. 

272 

Aug. 7 
(677) 

From the Minieter in China (Itf.) 

Frees dispatch from Nanking, Atiguat 6 (text printed), con- 
veying ollicial aniiouncement that the ManchouU conference 
has reached a deadlock and that tlic Chiiicse are unable to 
accept Fi>viet demand for reinstatement of the Soviet associate 
maufigens of the railway before the oi>ening of formal negotia- 
titui. 

273 

Aug. 8 
(68K) 

Frem the Mi « taler tn China (irL) 

Iminiry from the French Minister as to U. S. willingness 
to send the (Hilncuc Government a note similar to the note 
addnvwed to ttic Peking Government on May 3, 1924, with 
regard tt» <"hiii«?se responsibility for the protection of all in- 
terests in the railway. 

273 

Aug. 9 
(203) 

To thr .%fini»trr in China (tei.) 

Opinion that the Rending of such a note would only further 
cloud the situation. 

274 

Aug. 10 
(695) 

From (he Minister in China (tei,) 

Fnnn Harbin, August 9: Infonnation concerning dynamitj 
ing of freight trains near Harbin and attempted arson and 
removal of rails elsewhere: understanding that General 
IhildyrefT has Ik^u appointect commander of so-called Soviet 
army of occupation. 

274 

Aug. 13 
(146) 

From the Amhassodor in Cermany (tel,) ^ 

Understanding that, in answer to Chim^o request for advice 

in finding a face-eaving formula to solve the railway conflict, 
the KorclRn Oflico will roply that it ia unable to give the advice 
requeatea but w»»uld be ready to acquaint the Soviet Govern- 
ment frith the fact that such an inquiry had been made. 

275 


xxmi 


LIST OF PAFKB8 


CHINA 


SiNO-SoviKT Conflict Ov»r rnm Chinese Ka»te«n Uailwat ahu Affial m 
THE United States foe Obseevance of the Pact or Paeia- C*oiitifi«cd 


X>Ateand 

aumb«r 


auib|«ct 


1929 
Aug. 13 
(700) 


From ihe Minister in China (Idf.) 

Prom Harbin, August 12; Report that Soviet airplane and 
firing demonstrations have recommenewl at Suifrnho, that 
Soviets refuse to negotiate with Chinese representative at Man- 
churia Station because he repreaenta the Central Coverninent, 
and that there are disquieting Chltieae and Soviet military 
activities along the railway. 


Aug. 18 
(701) 


From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

Receipt by French Legation of Information that the Soviet 
Government will negotiate only locally with the Manchurian 
authorities: opinion that Sovlcte are aware of the ditferenmi 
between Nanking and Manchurian Oovemmcnis anfl plan 
to take full advantage thereof. 


Aug. 15 


Memorandum 5y the BeerHury of Btote 

Conversation with the Chinee© Minister In which the Becre- 
taiy explained the suggestion for conelUatioii r<intalnefl In his 
aide^mimoire of July 25, and pointed out that It was merely 
for action to bo taken by the two |K»wer» thcsiiselves, without 
intervention by outside parties. 


Aug. 15 


Statement hy the Somet Vice Comminettr for Foreign Afimre 
Warning that the Soviet Government will not arknowietlge 
any contracts or obligations assummi by the railway aulieo- 
quent to its seisure by the Chinese. 


Aug. 16 
(1991) 


Aug. 16 
(273) 


From the Comvl ol Harbin to the hfinieter in China 

Review of the events of July with regard to the railway 
situation; opinion that neither side wants war, hut that 
intimidating actions of the Soviets at the Inirtler mlglit prth 
cipitate graver troubles at any lime. 

To the Minieter in China (fW.) 

Instnictions to direct the Harbin C'onsulate to iiivistigate 
press reports of border clashes and the mistreatment of 
prisoners. 


Aug. 18 
(727) 


Aug. 18 
(7291 


Aug. 18 
(730) 


From the AHnieter in China (tri,) | 

From Harbin, August 15: Ailvice that C'biiumi dolegati’ti j 
have left Manchuria Htation, evidently Ifccaumi they emild ' 
no longer get in tcmch with l^ivlei represtuitatlves; informa'’ • 
tion concerning activities of Boviet cavalry am! airplanes 
on the border. ' | 

From the Minuter in C^ina (tei,) I 

From Mukden, Aijguat 17: Receipt hy Muktfen govern- j 
ment of advice that Soviet trcKips started bomharding Man- ^ 
churia Station at 3 a. m. 

From Mukden, August 17: Receipt by the government 
of information that 10,000 Soviet trtKitis crotsHHl the tKirder anil i 
attacked between ManchouU and ClisJalnor; underatandiiig 
that 40,000 Mukden troops are l>cing sent to the north. 

From the Minieter in China (teL) j 

From Harbin, August 17: Information that reports have * 
^n received concerning clashes on the border and heavy 
mreraft and artillery fire which aie evidently planned ! 
to intimidate the Chinese. i 


i*KC« 

275 

276 

276 

277 

278 

2H4 

2H’| 

285 

285 



LIST OF FAPBRS 


XSIX 


CHINA 


SiNO-Soyi*T CoNFMCT Over TBS Cbinbsb Easterk Raxi.wat and Apmad bt 
THE United States fob Observance of the Pact of Paris — Continued 


X>«te 

number 

Subject 

Page 

1920 
Aug. 19 
(732) 

From the Minister in China (tei.) 

dkpatch from Nanking, August 16 (text printed), con- 
taining foreign Minister's demaratlon that no official report^ 
ha<i Ihjcu received conoerning Soviet ineunatons into Chinese 
territory, but that China wilTreebt to the limit of her ability 
if the raids continue. 

285 

Aug. 19 

From the Coneul al Harbin (tel,) 

Advice that small Soviet raiding parties have clashed with 
Chiiume troop, rt^suUing in 200 Chinese casualties; also that 
individual C^hlnese soldlcnt are acting ba^y toward Russians 
and the Chinese militan* are understood to be treating im- 
priaoned and interned liussians cruelly. 

286 

Aug. 19 

Memorandum by the Aeeietani Secretary of State 

(Conversation with the Chinese Minister in which he stated 
that the rupture In the Manchoull conversations was due to 
Boviet demand! for apiKdiitxnerit of Soviet manager and assist- 
ant manager iM^forc c«>nimencemcnt of negotiations, and also 
arlvisiHl tliat trooiw were Inung sent to the railway for the 
p«n>ose of {Milieing the line but that this did not moan that 

1 China wantcKi war. 

286 

Aug. 19 

ilfrmoro fid tim hy the Aeeietani Secretary ef State 

(Conversation with the Chincme Minister in which he stated 
that Lu C'hting-liii, a elose friend and adherent of Feng Yu- 
lislang, had In^en apimlnted Minister of Military Affairs; the 
Assist ant Becretary'a opinion that the Minister intended to 
infer that Feng an<i the CTciitral Covernracnt are acting in 
harmony. 

288 

Aug. 19 

From the Chineee Minieter 

< Communication to the signatori^ of the Treaty for the Re- 
nunciation of War (text printed), declaring that if Soviet acts 
of provocation should result in unavoidable clashes arising out 
of China's determination to defend her own rights, the respon- 
slbtUiy for disturldng the peace of the world must rest upon 
Boviet Government, and stating readinees at any time to 
discu.*ui an<l settle difficulties with the Soviet Government. 

288 

Aug. 20 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Couvenuition with the uhinene Minister in w-hich the 
Minbter calleii attention to Soviet attacks upon the Chinese, 
anti stated that Chinesti troops had been instructed to go no 
furtlier than self-defense actually required. 

298 

Aug. 20 
(737) 

From the Minieier in China (tel,) 

Fn>m Harbin, August 19: Information that Chinese military 
are alKuit to evacuate Taheiho and that raiding parties, pre- 
sumably Soviet, are crossing the Amur River and are pillaging 
on the Chinese side. 

294 

Aug. 20 

mm 

From the Minuter in China (tel,) 

Frtim Mukden, August 19: Report of fighting at Tungning, 
which was evacuated and then reoccupied by Chinese forces 
after arrival of reinforcements; observation that Soviet troops 
appear to be raiding rather than occupying Chinese territory. 

295 

Aug. 2© 

From the Cemevd at Geneva (tel.} 

Advice that the League of Nations is considering some action 
In the Bino-Soviet!crisTs. 

295 
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M8T OF PAFERS 


CHINA 


SiNO-Sovi*T COIWUCT Ov»R TH* Chinbrr Kahtbrh ItAit.WAV ANB ArrSAB RT 
-THK Untobd Statss ro* Observancis or Til* Paot or I'ahia C'ontinurtl 


number 


Paia 

192^ 

From tho Minuter in China (tel) 

From Harbin, Augu«t 20: Occujfjatlon of Tungnlnij by 
Soviet forcee: diapateh to all oonaiila by Ohinoiia Commlmisanor 
of Foreign Afraira at Taheiho of telegram eciritpiaining agalnat 
Soviet raids in Chineae territor>'. 

Dm 

Aug. 22 
(747) 

From the Mtni«/er in China (teLy 

Press dispatch from Moscow, August 20 (extracts prlntctt), 
oont^ning Soviet stateincnt to the Gentian Kmlmimy. August 
19, for transmittal to the Nanking and Mukden Cioverninents, 
which alleges that Chinese and Itusslan White Guard detach- 
ments have been attacking and raiding Soviet territory. 

290 

Aug. 22 
(74fi) 

From the Minuter in China (lei.) 

From Harbin, August 21; Absence of any |uirtictstar actlvity 

1 on the frontier; information tliat the Chinese have establishfHl 
concentration camps near Harbin for Ettssian prisoners, and 
that as a result of Oerinan Consul Generars rrpreeentatiuriji, 
the treatment of the prisoneni is somewliat lietter. 

297 

Aug. 23 
(751) 

From the Minuter in China (lei.) 

From Harbin, August 22: infonnatlon that Tttngning ia now 
in Chinese possession but that the military fear an iminrMtiate 
attack and difficulty of civilian evacuation; alim, that Soviet 
soldiers and aircraft are active in the minting area; oidniim that 
no actual warfare has begun and that iil»ject at prtwent 

is to prevent coal Hum's from supplying the railway and t<» 
intimidate railway empioytycii hy arts of terrorism, 

298 

Aug. 23 
(752) 

From the Minuter in China (Icf.) 

Report on a convenNstion with the Japamw ( *harg^, Atigusi 
22, concerning information his < tovenuiu'-nt had rerrivefl as 
to Soviet and Chinese attitudes toward the prtwnt conflict. 

29H 

Aug. 23 
(4823) 

From the Ambassador in Cermany 

Opinion of Foreign Ofhee that Bino-Hoviet conflict Itas en- 
tered upon a tedious perhwi of oriental fockeying and bargain- 
ing, and that there will be more mutual recriinination but not 1 
a war. 

299 

Aug. 25 
(757) 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Nanking, August 22: Lack of public interf'st in the 
Manchurian crisis. 

From Nanking, August 2l: Infonnation from Foreign Min- 
ister that the Soviets had ofTcix'd through Berlin to o|h*ii ni^ 
gotiations upon basis of gradual redeiiijjtion by C'htna of the 
Soviet share in the Railway, provided the t'ldiH'Sc would agree 
to immediate appointment of a Soviet railway manager, and 
that he had replied that the Chiiu'se would negotiate on that 
basis. 

mm 

Aug. 25 
(759) 

From the Minister in China {tel.) 

Press dispatch from Nanking, August 23 (text printed), 
stating that at an informal conference it was d(*cided that 
Chinese Government should continue present policy of seek- 
ing a settlement of the railway dispute by |>eaceful means but 
that precautionary measures should be taken in view dt the 
daily Incursions of Soviet troops into Chinese torritory. 

301 
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SiNO-SovxBT Conflict Oyjdb th» Chinbsb Eastben Railway and Appeal by 
THE United States fob Obsbbvancb op the Pact of PARis—Continued 


Pate and 
number 


Subject 




1929 


Aug. 26 


Memorandum by the Secretary of State 
Conversation with tlie Japanese Ambassador in which the 
Ambassador advised of his understanding that the Chinese had 
deckled to accept in principle the restoration of the eiatm quo 
anie^ provided this did not mean restoration of the same Soviet 
general manager and assistant manager, and stated also that 
it had been reported to him that the conversations were 
stea<iily progressing. 


302 


Aug. 26 


Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Conversation with the British Ambassador in which the 
Ambassador agreed to draft a message to his Government 
asking for views on the advisability of taking some action to 
avert a disaster in the Sino-Soviet situation. 


303 


Aug. 26 
(760) 


Aug, 26 


Aug. 2B 


Aug. 28 
(768) 


From the Minieter in China (tcL) 

Recidpt from the Japanese Chargd of information concern- 
ing Chinese attitude toward appoiniment of a Soviet manager 
of the railway; Charg6's opinion that the Central Government 
is now prepared to talce a less unyielding attitude. 

From the Briti&h Ambaeeador 

Copy of telegram dispatched to the Foreign Office (text 
printed) in accordance with the day’s conversation. 

Memorandum by the Aeeisiant Secretary of State 
(Nmyersation with the Chinese Charge, in which the Charge 
^reed that the Chinese might very well accept the basis sug- 
ge8t<*d for negotiations with the Soviets. 

From the Minieter in China (teL) 

Press dispatch from Shanghai, August 27 (text printed), 
stating that the Chinese Minister in Berlin had learned that 
the Soviet Government would be willing to enter into formal 
negotiations, provided it might appoint a new Russian general 
manager. 


Aug. 30 From the Ambaeeador in Oermany (tel.) 

(159) Delivery by the German Ambassador at Moscow, August 28, 
of Chinem^ note verhale, accepting In the main the Soviet condi- 
tions, but also making some conditions, of a face-saving nature, 
and proposing a joint declaration that negotiations are to be 
begun in onler to put into effect the 1924 agreements. 


304 

304 

306 

306 

307 


Ang. 30 
(160) 


Aug. 30 


From the Ambansador in Germany (tel.) 

Information that the Soviet Embassy has just delivered its 
answer to the Chinese proposal and that it is a general acqui- 
escence, with conditions, the chief of which is that the Soviet 
Government has the right to reappoint the former manager 

From the Britieh Ambaesador 

Oi>inion of British Government that outcome of the present 
Bino-Soviet negotiations should be awaited before taking any 
action. 


307 


308 





XXXII 


UST OF FAPBRS 


CHINA 


Smo-Sovnw Cowmct Ovma. tarn Cbinmb Kastbbm Uailwat ako ArrsAi. bt 
TH* UKimBD States fob Obsbbvancb of th* Pact of Paeis — Continued 


Pate and 
number 

8yti|c*ct 

Pits 

1929 
Undated 
{Rec’d 
Sept« 24] 

SMem^fU by ihe Sopiet Committarint for Forriyn Agairo 
Chinese nole prrhalo of August 27, text of the Joint doetara- 
tion, and Soviet draft of the deelaration (texts printed); ad- 
vice that, in handing the Soviet draft to the Ciertnan Ambaa- 
sador, the Acting I'^reign Coinmtear elated that no mmon 
was seen to appoint a new manager and aiyiiiilatit tiianager in 
place of the origins^ appolntece but that the matter would be 
considered if the Chinese Oovernmeiit should replace the pres- 
ent chaimian of the Boaud of Directors by a new chaintian. 

m 

Aug. 31 
(772) 

From iho Minuior in China (fsl,) 

From Hart>in, August 8u: Advice from Oerman Consul 
General that the condition of Russian prisoners in the con- 
centration camp is l>ad. 

311 

Sept. 1 
(781) 

From the Minieler in China Qei,) 

From Harbin, August 31 : I nfomiat km from American news- 
papermen at Manchuria Station that Soviet tr<Ki|ia are 
threatening Chalalnor and that a state of war exists 500 miles 
along the border. 

311 

Sept. I 
C782) 

From the Miniettr in China (trl,) 

Local press dispatch (extract printed) eontaining Soviet 
draft of declaration; press dispatch from Nanking, August 31 
(text printed), stating that Foreign CHliee lias not yet receivtHi 
statement from the Chinese 5!iiiister in Berlin rt^arding the 
alleged settlcniont but that the spokesman adniiittWl that nego- 
tiations in Berlin w*ere proceeding satisfactorily. 

312 

Sept. 2 

am) 

From the Afinisler in China (tel.) 

Press dispatch from Shanghai, .September 1 (lf»xt printed), 

1 quoting the Foreign MiiiiHler as di^elarittg that the i|iif^tiun of 
replacing the present chatnnan of the lii»ard of Directors with 

1 a new chairman had never arliaui, and stating that if the 
tion were to arise, China would find it imp<»esible to a 4 ;cept the 
demand. 

312 

Sept. 3 
(788) 

From the Minieier in China (fel.) 

From Harbin: Report from Anu*riran corn^pomletits at 
Manchuria Station that Soviet trtKiim have invade<l ('hitirs<« 
territory and shelled Chlm^se outposts. 

313 

Sept. 4 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Conversation with thts Ja|uitu*se AiobnsNailor in %%hirh he i 
stated opinion tliat the situation in Manchuria was iinprtiving i 
and intimatiMi that Chinese might not insbu on refusing ' 

replace the Vice Pn^sklent of the Hoard of iJireclon*. 

313 

Sept. 4 
(4857) 

From the Ambaeaador in Oermany 

Information that Forc^ign Office lias no confirmation of re- . 
port that Nanking Government fliuls the Hoviet rt^plv unar- 
ceptablc; opinion of Foreign Office that a way toward setfli^- ^ 
ment has definitely o|>en<Hi. 

313 

Sept. 7 
(2308) 

From the Minieier in C5tna 

Advice that the Consul at Harbin was iu»truct<Hl on H€u>- 
^mber 5 — in reference to a proposal that the Harbin consular 
^dy offer its good offices to bring al)out a settlement of the 
dispute—^ be guided by the instructions contained in Detjarl- 
No. 231, of July 13, which had Imjco rcpiited 
to the Consulate on July 15. f 

314 



IiIST OF PAPBES 


xxxm 


CHINA 

SiNO-Sovi»T Conflict Ov»ii the Chinesb Eastbbn Railway and Appeal by 
TH» United States fob Obsbbvance of the Fact of Pabis — C ontiiiuod 


Bmteand 

numb«r 


Subject 




1929 
Sept. 9 
§ 05 ) 


From the Minioter in China (lei.) 

From Harbin, September 8: Report that Soviet aircraft 
bombarded railway station area at Suifenho; opinion of Ameri- 
can oorrespondents that the situation is grave. 


815 


Sept. 9 From tho Mini$ier in China (id,) 

§07) Press dispatch from Nanking, September 6 (text printed), 
stating that the Foreign Minister observed that appointment 
of a Soviet railway manager should not be gazetted until after 
the formal conference had opened, and declared that no Soviet 
demand for removal of the president of the railway had been 
reeeived. 

Press dispatch from Nanking, September 8 (text printed), 
stating that the Chinese Minister in Berlin wired from 
Geneva that the Soviet Government had withdrawn demand 
for appointment of new manager and assistant manager as a 
preliminary to opening of formal negotiations. 


315 


Sept. 9 From the Mininter in China (id,) 

(808) From Harbin: Confirmation of reixirt of Soviet bombing 
and destruction of railway station at Suifenho; information 
that casualties are estimated at from 80 to 100 and that the 
town is In panic. 


816 


Sept. 11 
(163) 


8e] 


jpt, n 

(S15) 


Sept, 13 
(824) 


Sept. 13 
(825) 


From the Ambaeeador in Germany (id,) 

Chinese note perbaie of September 9 (text printed), trans- 
mitted bv the German Government to the German Ambassa- 
dor in Moscow, for delivery to the Soviet Government; ob- 
servation by German Foreign Office official that this note was 
in effect a refusal of all the Soviet preliminary conditions and 
would exasperate Moscow gr^tiy. 

From the Minuter in China (id,) 

Press <lispatch from Shanghai, September 9 (text printed), 
setting forth declaration by the Foreign Minister that the 
Chinese Anny would not hesitate to defend the country 
against Red aggression. 

Press dispatch from Moscow, September 10 (text printed), 
stating that the Foreign Commissariat has sent a note to the 
Nanking and Mukden Governments charging them with the 
rcsixmsibility for the provocative attacks by Chinese troops 
ana Russian White Guards. 

From the Minister in China (teL) 

From Nanking, Scpteml>er 12: Receipt by Foreign Ministry 
of telegram from the diplomatic representative in Berlin 
which HtaUm that the Soviets deny taking offensive action on 
the border and claim that their forces have only acted defen- 
sively to repel Chinese raids. 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Harbin, September 12: Report of American Vice 
ConsuPs investigation of conditions in the concentration 
camp. 


316 


317 


318 


319 




xxxrv 


UST OF FAFEES 


CHINA 

SiNO-Sovi«*r Conflict Ovie the Cmmmm FUirrEEN Hasle ay ani» Affial »y 
THE United ^ates foe Obeebvance of the Fact or Faeij^— C iiniiiuKHi 


Date and 
number 


Buhlu^t 


1929 
Undated 
lEec^d 
Oct. 17) 


From tho Chimm MiniM^r for Forein^ Affairs to iko (Unman 
Coun$ohr of i,r{faiion in CkmOtfor tko Somioi Comminnariai 
for ForeUn Affain 

Alternative article 3 {text priiitefl) of the |iro|Hi44iiil Joint 
declaration^ providing for Hoviet iioiitinatton and itnmtHltate 
appointment by the miard of Directom of an aaeiatant man- 
ager who will,' Jointly with the Chinese amiuitaiit manager, 
manage the railway during the mrimi of negotiation*. 

(Footnote; Handed to the Soviet Foreipi tlfhoe by the 
Cmmm AmljaBeador in the Hoviet Union on Heptemlw K3.) 


Fait 


319 


Sept. 17 


From the Sonet Cowiwi ran riot /or Fonrigw Affaire to the (Ur man 
Emkat»i/ in the SotiH f'aion, for tho CAiaeae (Urernmrnt 
ai Nankifw 

Statement that, j^ince the I'liiiuw mAo rerhaU t»f H<«ptem- 
l>er 9 and pnajHieal n^gardlng article 3 of the declaration 
decline the principal coiiditioiia pniiaraiory to the signing of 
the deciaratioiii re!Hj>oniHil»ihty for the fnrtlier develujnnent of 
the conflict in net ocvolve fully n|MJH the Naiikitig {govern- 
ment. 


320 


Sept. 17 


Sept. 24 


Sept. 25 
(842) 


Sept. 27 
(S19) 


Oct, 3 
(854) 


Afemorandum by the AM$i$ian( iHrrrrfori^ of Stafe 

Conversation with the {'hinese {'harge in which the Aiieiiit- 
ant Secretary of State expressed cone<*rn over C ’hina's appiirent 
nnwilimgncsa to Iw conciliatory in the railway matter ami 
called attention to re|K>rts of bml coinlitions in the concentra- 
tion camp. 

Memorandum by the Aeeieiant .SVrrrfnry of Stair 
Conversation with the ilunew Charge in w hich the Ctmrgii 
delivered a statement by his t loverninenl on the matter dis- 
cussed in the conversation of Hii|jtemlsT 17 and ex|ireaw'tl regret 
that he could not bring a more favorable res|Kins*». 

From the Minieirr in (kina UriA 

Frtnm dispatch from Nanking. JM*piemlH-.r 23 (text printed), 
stating that <'hini*se reply to Siiviet < #overnineiit will prn}H»m 3 
that Soviet linssta attisnnt an assistant nianager function 
until the apiKuntment of a general iitanager is tleeitled u|>iin at 
the formal confenmee. and will state that the 11124 agriHmients 
are valid |>endir}g conclusitm of a new agrtnunent. 

To the Afinietrr in (*hina (tel.) 

Instructions to direct the <V*nsul at Hartun to imestigate 
and reiKirt on cornitUoit of the interneil HuiiMians and to aflvim^ 
if any uhstaclca are placeil in his imth. 

From (he Afinhter in (kina (trl,) 

From Harbin, Octolwr 3: He|Hirt of Soviet attacks near 
Manchuria Station on Octol>er 1 and 2. 


Oct. 4 From the Comul ai //«r5i>i to the Minieter in China 
(2033) Information concerning the recent military activity at 
Manchuria Station and uliaervatlona coiiceriiing iHwsible' mo- 
tives of the Bovieta. 


321 


322 


323 


323 


323 

324 



UBT OF PAPB1RS 


XCKV 


CHINA 


SINO-SOVIKT CONFMCT OvEB THE ChINBBB KaRTBRN RaILWAT AND ApJPBAI BT 

THB IIn!tei> States for OBSBKVANrB of the Pact of Paris — Continued 


Pato and 
number 

Sul^t 

Fag© 

1929 
Oct. 4 
(858) 

From ihe Minuter in China (tel,) 

From llarhin, Octotxsr 3: Information that American and 
Japaiicne vice con«ul« and newaparwniien report that condi- 
tiona iiave improvcKi iii priaoni'ra-of-war camp: alao, that the 
priaoncm* moat acrioim complaint is that they do !iot know on 
what cliargcs they are held nor liow long they will he detained. 

325 

Oet. 9 
(873) 

From ihf Mininter in China (lei.) 

From Harlnin October B: Receipt of information that 
Boviet regnlars or partinanH recently killed unarmed male 
inhahitanta of ac'v^eral White Cosnack villages in Heilungkiang 
Prt>vinre. 

325 

Oct. 14 
{1»4) 

j 

From the Amhaenmior in (iermany (fcl.) 

Hope of Fon^igii Office that the Department of State and 
the American prvm will adopt a friendly attitude toward 
< terman telegram to Chinese and Soviet Governments, October 
7, j>roi»o}4iiig cessation of arrests and reciprocal release of 
natmnfilH. 

{Fotdnote; Ruldication in the Mtwcow /*cf«h‘a, Octol)er 18, 
of the Soviet Government’s refttsal to accept the proposal.) 

325 

Oct. 14 
(884) 

From the Minuter in China (Id.) 

Infornialion from the German Minister concerning his 
Gt>vernment'M proisi^al to the Chinese and Soviet Covern- 
mentH res|H*cting hheratlon of prisoners. 

326 

Oct. 10 

Memoranttum hy the Secretary of Stale 
<^)iiversation with the Japanese Ambassador in which the 
AmiuisHtifior i^xpresseil the opinion that there was no danger 
at jjreseiit of a Hoviet muztire of Harbin and the railway. 

327 

Oct. 10 
(8W) 

From thf Minieter in China (tel.) 

Fr»im Harbin* C>el{>ber 15: Report that I-ahasusu w^as 
capt«»r<*d by Hoviet forc«*s after artillery and aerial bombard- 
ment and a naval engagement. 

327 

Oct. 17 
(;i;{7) 

To (hr Minuter in China (tel.) 

Desire for opinion as to advisability of releasing to the 
press thf^ information obtained hv the Harbin Consulate re- 
ganiing tin* coiidition of the Russian prisoners; inquiry 
whetln r tlie roneentration camp mentioned in telegram No. 
H25 of September 13 and ttie prisoners-of-war camp mentioned 
in ti legram No. H58 of October 4 are t!ie same. 

328 

Oct. 17 
(896) 

From the Minieter in China (tel.) 

Inbirmatioii that on October 15 sentences of from 2 to 9 
years were im|H)S<*<i ti|Hin the 37 Hoviet citizens taken prisoners 
in tlte raid on the Hoviet Coiistilate, and that local foreigners 
feel tlmt the trial was a farce. 

328 

lOct. 18) 

From the Soriet Commiesnriat for Foreign j^air$ to the German 
Mmb€te$y in the Somet Iffiion, for the Chinese Ministry for 
Foreign a4#cii>« 

Denunciation of the trial and the sentences imposed upon 
the 37 Soviet citlsens. 

329 


XXXVI 


UBT OF PAFEES 


CHINA 


SINOSOVIBST CONFI^CT Ov»E THE CHINESE EaSTEEN RaILWAT AN» Al»rEAX. El 
THE United States for Observance of the Fact or Paris- CanUxiuod 


DAtoand 

numbw 

8ub)t<A 


1929 
Oct. 18 
(902) 

From th€ Mininter in China (fdl.) 

From Harbi», October 16: SiigHCEtioiii that tho jpfwcnt 
difficulties might be solved If the Chlaese atid Soviet Oovem- 
ments would disoharge the preseut mil way officials, and the 
Japanese and neutml powers hold a conference and elect new 
Chinese and ^vlet managers. 

830 

0«t. 19 
(910) 

Frost the Minuim’ in China (Isl.) 

Telegram from representative Riissian emigrantii to the 
Senior Minister, October 18 (text printed), appealing for relief 
in Three Elvers district from raids and mawiacrm by Red 
bands. 


Oct. 19 
(911) 

From the Minuter in C%tni 2 (fsf.) 

From Mukden: Understanding tliat President Chiang 
Kai-shek has urged General Chang IlsOieh-liang to undertake 
negotiations with the Soviets, and that the local govcnitnrnt 
has already taken steps to that end. 

aai 

Oct. 21 
(916) 

From the Miniulcr in China 

Despatch from the Consul at Harbin. Ortolicr 5 (extracts 
printed), stating that conditions at the interimtcnt camp have 
Improved and that the Russian nrisiuiers ntv liciiig given more 
comideration than that ordinarily given to Cliinest? prisoners. 

331 

Oot. 22 
(916) 

From the Minieter in China (frf.) 

Press dispatch from Mtikden, OcIoIktSO (text printcfl), ct»ii- 
ceming a conferenoc of military Iea<lers in which it was 
decided toordttr the frontier tr<H>p« to stop Boviet tnriimlons. 

333 

Oot. 23 
(922) 

From the Minuter in Chifut (tet.) 

Affinnativo reply to inquiry contained in Department's 
telegram No. 337 1 >( GetoWr 17, 1 

333 

Oct. 25 

ManifeMio of the Chineee Gopemment on the Sino^Stmet f^ituation 
Setting forth Chinese efforts to jiersuafle the Soviet Gov- 
ernment to come to an amicable settlement and declaring that 
if a state of war should come altoiR from the Hoviet Govern- 
ment's incessant provocation the res|w>nsihility ft»r violating 
the peace of the Far East must lie l>f>riie by the Boviet Govern- 
ment. 

3S3 

Oct. 28 

MemorandMm by the l^iee Cane at at I/arbin 

Report of conversation with a sea captain who wait in the 
midst of the Soviet shelling at l^ihasusti. 

337 

Oct. 29 
(934) 

From ike Minieter in China (teL) 

Despatch from the Consul at Mukden, October 26 (text 
printed), reporting that it is now likely that the Mukden 
government will lie able to handle the negotiations with the 
Soviets, without the interfertmoe of the Nanking Government, 
and that an agreement may Imi reached for the holding «»f a 
conference. 

338 

Oct. 30 

Mernoramium by the Chief of the ihpieian at Far pMetem .dyfciir* 
Conversation between the Secretary of State and the Chtm m 
Minister with regard to the Soviet incursions into Chinese 
territory, the unsuccessful efforts at negotiations, and the 
possibility of exchanging prisoners. 

339 



LIST OF FAMES 


XXXVH 


CHINA 

SiNO-SormT CoNrLicr Oy*R th» Chinrsu Eastbek Eailway and Apebal bt 
YHB United States foe Obseevance of the Fact of Paris — ^C ontimied 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Face 


1929 
Oct, 31 


Memorandum by the BecrHary of State 

Conversation with the Japanese Ambassador in which the 
Ambassador stated that the word received by the Department 
as to existenoe of a brighter hope for settlement of the railway 
question was in accord with a message he had received from 
his Government. 


340 


Nov. 1 
(943) 


Nov. 2 
(961) 


Nov. 4 
(961) 

Nov. 9 
(975) 


Nov. 19 
(1006) 


From the Minii?cr in China (tel,) 

Despatch from the Consul at Harbin, October 19 (excerpt 
printed), stating that the condition of the Russian prisoners in 
the inti^mment camp is now worse than when he inspected the 
camp early in October, 

From the Mimeter in China (tel.) 

From iiarbin, KovemlMT 1: Information that on October 
30 Soviet aircraft bombarded Fuchin, that Soviet gunboats are 
reiKirted U> iw in that vicinity, and that a freight train was 
blown up and derailed. 

From the A/tnt«fcr m China (tel,) 

From Iiarbin: Advice that Fuchin w»as occupied by Soviet 
forces but is again in hands of Chinese troops. 

From the Minieier in China (tel.) 

Information from tlie CTonsul at Mukder^ November 4, that 
on OctoiMT 29, at the request of Marshal Chang Hslleh4iang, 
a telegram was sent to tne Soviet Acting Foreign Commissar 
(text prlfited) stating that Marshal Chang was ready to nego- 
tiate on the baHis of the 1924 agreements but that, as he had 
not rec<*ive<l the Soviet tiTins which were sent to the Mukden 
authorities on August 29, ho would like to have them tele- 
graphed to him. 

From the Mimeier in C^ina (tel.) 

Advice that in a despatch of NovemIxT 15 (excerpt printed), 
the Consul at Muktien r^Kirted that no reply had been re- 
ceived to the telegram of Octolier 29 nor to a further telegram 
mnt «in Noveml>er 7, 


341 


342 


342 

342 


343 


Nov. 19 From the Aftru'jifrr in Chinn (tel.) 

(lOOB) From iiarbin, NovemN*r 18; He|K>rt« of Soviet aerial bomb- 
ings of the railway line and heavy 6ghting near Manchuria 
Station, 


344 


Nov. 20 
( 1011 ) 


Nov. 21 
( 1020 ) 


Nov. 21 


From the Minieter in Chinn (tel.) 

From iiarbin, Novemtier 19: Confirmation of reports of 
serious Boviet airitlane attacks on the railway line; informa- 
tion that a passenger train w*as fired upon, held up, and robbed 
by Red irregulars. 

From the Jlfinisfer in China (tel,) 

From Mukden, Noveml>er 20: Understanding that the 
Cliineatf liave lout 2,000 men; also, that Boviet aerial bombing 
haa caused much damage and that fighting still continues, 

Afemorandum by the Aeeieiani Secretary of Slate 

Conversation between the Secretary of State and the Chinese 
Minister in which the latter advised of further Soviet attacks 
on the frontier and of Chinese intention to lay the matter be- 
fore the l>eague of Nations, 


344 


344 

345 



xxxvm 


U8T OF PAPBBS 


CHINA 


SiNO-SoVIJiT CONFUCT OVEB THE CHINESE KaHTEHN AV ANIj AffEAL BT 

THE United States foe Observance or the Fact or I aria (.untiiiued 


Date and 
number 

Sublrct 

!*««» 

1929 
Nov. 22 
(836) 

From ihs Jimhos&cdor in Oteod Miriiotn iifi*) » . * 

From Frank B. Kolloga; Sugg<*»ti«>n whrthiT thi' tutu* haa 
not come to make the api>eal to the Vhmemi atici iiov- 

emments which waa considered in July, befon* the Matiehurtan 
border disorders drift too far. 

346 

Nov. 22 
(1026) 

From the Minuter in China (it!,) 

From Mukden, Novemlior 21: Capture of Mauchouh and 
Chaiainor by the Soviets. 

346 

Nov. 23 
(1033) 

From the Charoi in China (fef.) „ , e , 

From Harbin, Novemlser 22: He|>ort of further tlamage 
caused by Soviet aerial iKunbings; dtspateh of freight ears to 
Hailar in anticipation of evacuation of iroo|i« and civilian 
population. 

316 

Nov. 24 
(1036) 

From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

From Harbin, Noveiiit>er 23: ProbabiUty that < hineiie frirr<*i* 
will with<iraw btnond Ilingan mountains if Hoviel pressure 
continues; lack of information aa to fate of eiviliaii |»opula- 
tion at Manchuria Station. . 

From Harbin. November 23: A<lvice that the ( hinese civu 
administration is holding troo|ai at Harbin to pndect ft»reigii 
lives aiul proiK?rty. 

347 

Nov. 26 

Memorandum by ike Aeeintani Secretary of State 

Conversation with the Counmdor of the Italian Kinluissy 
concerning coiiUunplation by China of an apfH*al to the lAvague 
of Nations regarding the Soviet invasion. 

3IB 

Nov. 26 

Memorandum hy the Auiniani Secretary of State 

Conversation between t!te Si’eretiiry of State and the Jap- 
anese AnJibassafior in winch the former <ihi«*rv»»il that he was 
considering what steps might be taken by jMirties In the i*aet 
of Paris to bring about an amicable jM’ttleinent of the 

Soviet difficulty and stated that he wouhi appreciate any 
thoughts or sttggestions that the Jajmnem* Foreign Minister 
might have. 

318 

I 

i 

1 

i 

\ 

Nov. 26 
(1042) 

From the Charge in China (let.) 

From Harbin, NoveiidH»r 25 Coidlrniatioi} *»f re|M»rt 

that Manchuria Station is in St>% irt hamls; iuh*rinnt ion that 
demoralized Chinest* trtmpM from (‘halaiiHir retreating to 
Hailar looted all stations en route. 

\ 350 

1 

i 

Nov. 26 
(117) 

To the Chargi in Japan {td,) 

Instructions to <it*!iv<»r to the Foreign Minister a Htate*nient 
(text printed) expressing concern over the situation in Ntsrth 
Manchuria ami stating the htt|H* that the ( ‘hinese and Soviet 
Governments will refrain frtmi hostilities ami will arrange in 
the near future to discuss the issut's over which thev are in 
controversy; also to inquire vvh«»lher tin? Ft>reign Si mister 
would Ik* ready to make such a public stateini‘nt siinultan**- 
ously with the U. S. and other governments and to et»iitiiiiitii<- 
cate the text to the Chinesi? ami Sonnet Guvernim nls. 

(Sent, mutatie mutanditt to the <li|>lomatie re|in»»#uttatives 
in France, Great BritaiHi and Italy; sent also to the diplomatic 
repreaentative in Germany on November 27.) 

1 350 

1 

1 



U8T OF PAPKRS 


xa:xix 


CHINA 


Sino-8ovi*t CoMM.irr Ovkk th* Ciiinkhe Kaotbrk Railwat and Apmad bt 
THE Cnitkd Htatkh roR OnsERVANf^B or THE PAfT Or Paris— C ontinued 


|>&t« «»<! 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
Nov. 26 

Mrnwramium the Chief of the l>iVi»iott of BmUm European 

Afftiir» 

Inforomtloii on tho birongth »o<l org&niitailon of Soviet 
troo|>s on the <’hinnio frontier. 

852 

Nov. 27 
(1046) 

From the (*har0i in China (fW.) 

Prom from Kankiiig. Novemt>or 26 (text printed), 

ntgting that the State C’ouiieil diapatched icientleal telegrams 
to the !a*afftie of Katiotia ami to the aigtiaioriea of the Pact of 
Paris* ex|m'iv*i«g the liofie that the !att<«r wcitild take appro- 
priate steps to atoj> ami punish Soviet violation of the Pact. 

358 

Nov. 27 
(387) 

To the Chorff4 in Franre (IrL) 

liiatnietiiiufi to inform the Fortdgn Ofhee, In connection 

I with Ihjuirt merit *a inst met ions of Kovemtr«»r 26, that the 

I (teniuiii t loveriiinent is l»eing adderl. 

(Hmit also to iliplomatie reprem»ntattve« in Great Britain, 
Italy, and Japan.) 

853 

Nov. 27 
(1048) 

From the Charge in (*hitm (frf.) 

From iiarltin. Nin*emlier 26; Hejiort on the military situa- 
f ion; umierstaiitiiiig that the eonsttlar Inidy may ln> appmached 
with a n'lpiest that it rail in foreign troo|Mi if local Hoidiers get 
out of hatid; opinion that it is praettrally certain that Miikaen 
has N'en anthorini’d to negotiate w’parately. 

853 

Nov. 27 
(1049) 

! From the t^hnrg^ in Chino (tet.) 

1 To Harbin; 1 nwtrurtions to l»e guided hv the g<*neral prin- 
ciple establi*»heii ihiring the civil disturhanc«*s in January 1927, 

; j. e,, in file event of trotilile occurring or IsHHuning imminent to 
j aiivis*' Americans at interior jasiiits or at smaller treaty jK>rt8 

I fo prr»ce#''#| to places at %vhteh they might rec^elve protection or 
j from which they might Is' evactiated %vithout delay. 

354 

Nov. 27 
(U2) 

1 From the (*httrge in StritMrrtonft (tet,) 

i Information that the C*htfti*s4* rt'pn*sentative Inquired of the 

1 SiTretary tieiieral «if the is^ague concerning the stejis the 

1 Iveague wou!*! take if the <*lijiiese wen^ to j>res4»nt a formal 
j fer|uesf fur intervention. 

354 

Nov. 27 
(lUi 

Frnm th*' t horgi^ m Jopon itrt.) 

Iiiforiuatioii that the Foreigti Minister doulits the practical 
* iHUiefU which would eiiHue frtuii the issuance of a joint atatt*- 
nient liv the jwoiers. luit that he wouhh on his own reajKUisi- 
bdiiy, t* H the <'hme*.<e and Itussians privately that the recent 
! fiisturbanres were attracting the attrition of the w*orld and 
prodiicieg a bail iinprejishui. 

355 

Nov. 27 
iimh 

> From th*- timboMMtoior ifi (tfeni itritoin (tel,) 
i Advice that the K«»reign Fi»eretary approves in general of 

the issuance of a statement, hut suggests that it should lie in 
the f*»rm of a joint statement by France, Great Britain, Xtalj', 
Japan, and the rnited States. 

356 

Nov, 28 
(394) 

To the Chorgi ifi i*htno (tet.) 

Iiif|uiry as to accuracy of presa despatch from Moscow which 
states that C*liitia has acet^pted the Soviet terms for settlement 1 
i of t he railw ay controversy. i 

356 



U8T OF PAPVB8 


XI. 


CHINA 


Smo-SoYi*T CoN»i.icr Oy»B »h« Cbimsss E*8T»rh Raii.w«t A>m ArraAL mt 

THU Ukit»d ^at»s won OmBnnvAHcm or tii» Pact or Paiua — C ootlnuod 


Duteftnd 

number 

Sabitrt 

Wsm 

1929 
Nov. 28 
(536) 

From ihe Chc^wi in Franca (f#l.) ^ . i i % 

Information that tho Foroiicn Mininter affrooei In prinel|ila 
with the sugneetion ior ieeuiynce of a atatenient* but ItiqitlrtMi 
why Japan was not Inclitdoci with the poweni to be oon«ull#«h 

3S7 

Nov. 28 
(1061) 

From the Chargi in China (icU , i * 

From Harbfn> November 27: Alieetiee of iiidicaiion of any 
previous or preeent las^e Soviet troop mcivementa; information 
from refugees that looting is being done by diaorganised, 
retreating^ Chinese troops rather than by Soviet forees. 

357 

Nov. 28 
(234) 

From the Ambaa»adoT in Cermany (iai.) . ^ 

Advice that the Oennan reply to suggcuition for a publlo 
statement is being awaited; information, however, that on 
November 26 the German Government traimmiited a C^hineee 
proposal to the Soviet Ciovemnient; ufidemtandiiig that on 
Noveml>er 27 the Soviet Telegraph Agency pubifaihiid teat of 
the Soviet acoeptance. 

888 

Nov. 28 
(88) 

From the Ambaacador in liaiy (teij 

Information that the Foreign Minister is in symimihy with 
the action suggested but lielioves a Joint note would l>e more 
effective. 

359 

Nov. 28 
(235) 

From ihc Amhasaa^ior in Germany (Irl.) 

Inability of the Foreign Minister to give a 6nal ileelsinn on ; 
the suggested issuance of a statement, in view of necessity for 
awaiting authoritative information from Moscow on the 1 
result of the Chinese proixwab 

359 

Nov. 29 
(237) 

From iha Ambassador in Germany (ieL) 

Chinese Government*a note of Kiivcmlnsr 14, transmitted 
on November 26 to the German Htnluuisy in Moscow for dc^ 
livery to the Soviet Goverimiont (text printed), denying that 
the Chinc^ve Imogen hostilities on the frontier, sttggcftting the 
formation of a mixed commission to investigate ami mtaldish 
the responsibiiity, pro|H>sing the withtlrawai of IsHh forces 30 
iKshind the fronth^r, and statitig that if thtvie isnnts are 
accepted, the Chinese Government wilt l»e pre|»aTfH| to submit 
the entire dispute to a neutral, impartial IwKly for atljustment. 

nm 

)■ 

Nov. 29 
(389) 

To the Chargi in France (teL) 

Explanation that the omission of Japan from the list in the 
telegram sent to the Kmlmssy in France was an terror in trana- 
mission. 

(Footnote: Information also sent to the FmbaasifM in Great 
Britain and Italy.) 

1 

36! 

i 

Nov. 29 
(112) 

From the Chargi in Japan (f#l.) 

Information that the Foreign Minister remains of the same 
opinion and that the Japaitcse fissl that noihifig could be accom* 
piished by outakle prmaaro. 

381 

Nov. 29 
(1054) 

From the Chargi in (7hina (iel.) 

Press dispatch from Moscow, November 2H (text pHiit«wl>, 
containing text of telegram from the Acting Foreign C^ommlsaar 
to General Chang Hsileh-Iiang aeknowlimgliig receipt of the 
telegram of November 26 In which the Cniiieae ileetiwred ac- 
ceptance of preliminary conditic»mi: (1) reetoratiem of stains 
quo ante, (2) reinstatement of Hoviet manager and amdiitant 
manager, and (3) releaee of imprisoned Soviet citixena, ^ ^ 

1 382 

1 

i 



LIST OF PAPBRS 


XLI 


CHINA 

SiNO-SOVIBT CONPUCT OvBR THE CHINESE EASTERN RaILWAT AND AppBAI. BY 

THE United States for Observance of the Pact of Paris— Continued 


Date and 
number 

1929 
Nov, 29 
(1056) 


Nov. 29 
(1058) 


Nov. 29 


Nov. 29 


Nov. 30 
<1059) 


Nov. 30 
(539) 


Nov. 30 
(lOtK)) 


Nov. 30 
(392) 


Nov. 30 
(393) 


Nov. 30 
(399) 


Subject 


From the Charg6 in China {tel.) 

From Mukden, November 28: Understanding that the 
Mukden representative arrived at Mukden with the Soviet 
terms on November 26, and that after a conference of high 
Chinese officials a telegram was sent to Moscow accepting in 
principle the Soviet terms on condition that terms (1) and (3) 
bo first referred to a joint committee to arrange procedure. 

From the Chargi in China (teL) 

Nonreceipt by the German Minister of confirmation of 
report that China has accepted Soviet terms. 

Affmorandum by the Aesielant Secretary of State 

('on vernation with tlio German Ambassador in which the 
Assistant Secretary replied to the Ambassador's inquiry con- 
cerning the status of the proposed declaration by stating that 
if tile Soviet answer were satisfactory and the fighting ceased 
it woulti be better to say nothing whatever as to the action 
which had been contemplated. 

Afernorandum by the Aasietant Secretary of State 

Conversation with the Japanese Ambassador in which the 
Ambassador stated that, although the Japanese Foreign Min- 
iaier's reply to tlie profKJsal for issuance of a statement was 
negative and indicated Japan's policy of watchful waiting, 
the Foreign Minister agreed with the proposal in principle. 

From the Chargi in China (teL) 

From llarbfn, Novemlier 29: Information that Soviet air- 
plantw have boinl)e<l Buketu; also that no ofiScial confirmation 
can be aecured of reports that the Chinese have agreed to 
reestablish the stains guo ante on the railway. 

From the Charg4 in France (tel.) 

Readiness of the Foreign Minister to make the suggested 
statement. 

From the Chargi in C^tna (tel.) 

Understanding that the Chinese have not yet fully accepted 
the Sovifjt terms. 

To the Chargi in France (teL) 

Intention of U. H. Government to communicate suggested 
staUunent dirt^ctly to the Chinese Government and to ask the 
Frencli (lovornmont to transmit statement to the Soviet 
Government; ho|)e that the French Government will address 
the C'hinese and Soviet Governments in the same sense. 
Instructions to a<ivise the Foreign Office. 

(Similar telegrams to the diplomatic representatives in 
Genuany, Great Britain, Italy, and Japan.) 

To the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Instructions to request the Foreign Office to transmit 
statement (text printed) to the Soviet Government* 

To the Chargi in China (teL) 

Transmittal of statement to be delivered to the Chinese 
Government. 


Pass 

362 

363 

363 

364 

365 

365 

366 

366 

367 

368 




xna 


UBT OF PAFEB8 


CHINA 


SiNO-SovisT Conflict Ov»ift th« Chinkhs K^HTicitN Hailwat an» Affbal mr 
TH« United States for Orskhvanc* or the PAirr or Pakis C*ontiiiu«ci 


Umte ami 
number 

SubjM't 


1929 
Dec- 1 
(540) 

From the Chargi in Frnnee UeL) 

Advice that, Injcaufie the ctay i« Buiiclay and the Foreign 
Minister la al>«eiit, it will Ik* ii«|K>Hi«ibIe to have the ataleiiierti 
prepared and ftjrwarded to the ChiiH«te and Soviet Goverii- 
ments l>efore the next <lay ; ^»o, that the Foreign Clfflce deeireit 
that publication of statement and transmittal of V. B. note to 1 
the Soviet Oovernmont l>e delayetl. 

sea 

Dec. 1 
(246) 

From lAe Ambasnador in (trrmnny iieLli 

Information from the Foreign Minister that hia Government I 
had learned that the British, French, and ilaltan Governments 1 
while, like the German Go%‘ernfneiit. ap|>rovittg the suggested 
statement in priiicinle. iieemc<l it wisr^ to wait for nmulie^ from 
the direct negotiations between the i'hincse and Soviets. 

369 

Dec, 1 
(394) 

To the Chargi in France itei,) 

Advice that publication of slatemeiit will be delayed until 
DecemlMjr 3, but that as eoitiiiiutiirations were siuit t«j Berlin, 
lA>ntic>ii, Home, and Tokyo, it is |Hiasibie that the news will 
break at any of thtjse placfsi. 

370 

Dec. 1 
(1062) 

Fresi the Chargi in Chi$ia (teL) 

Prtiss dispatch from Moscow. November 29 (text printed) , 
stating that n|M>n receipt from the Geniian Ainluissador 4)f tht^ 
Nanking Government’s mile of NoveinlsT 11, the Ailing For- 
eign Coiiiinissii.r repUeil that as Marshal Ghiing }tsaeh»tiang*s 
acceptance of the preliiiiitiary ciuniitions had alrewsly Insui 
receiveii, the Nanking Goveriiinent's pro{Mi.sals weri’of no A%*ail. 

Press dis|>atcli from Nanking, Noveiiiber 29 »fe\t printed), 
cienying that Marshal Ghang has agree«l to the preliminary 
conditions or that any dilferences have arisen belwe<m the 
; Nanking ami Muktien authorities on the raih%ay matter. 

370 

Dec. 1 

To Certain !>iptomaiic HepreernitUtere teir. (rt.) 
i limtructioim to iiiftirnt the Foreign Glhce i»f the action taken 

liy the U. S. Government in eommnuirntiiig declaration ife^t 
i printed) to the Ghiiies#* ami S4ivii*t Goveriuneuts and to et- 
pr<>ss the ho|H» that the governiiieiil will, as a party to the 
Pact of Paris, take similar action. 

(Sent to the diplomatic re|»resentatives accreditird to gov- 
ernments signatory to the Part of Paris.) 

37! 

I>ec. 1 
(1063) 

From the Chargi in (*hina {(ei,) ■ 

From Harbin, NoveinlM*r 30: 'relegraius from American 
niissionary engaged in American Bed Gross relief work at 
iiuketu (texts printed), reiHirtifig on recent Hiiviet Isimbings 
and tin* ntjcd for additional funds, fmnl, clothing, ami liousing 
for refugees; infurmiitioit that hliikden repri»s<«ntativ**s havt» 
departini for Buifenho, or {»erha|m llatiarovsk, tti conduct pre- 
liminary jH*ace negotiations. 

3r3 

Dec. 1 
(1064) 

From the Chargi iw China (fri.) 

Probable reasons for the conflict ing re|s>rts as to acrefita nco 
by Mukden of Boviot tenns and cuuttinied activity of H«>viet 
forces since Noveml>er 26. 

374 

Dec. 2 ' 
(90) 

From the Ambaenador in iialg {tel,} 

Intention of the Italian Governimuit to coiiimtinirat# state- 
ment to the Chineiie and Boviet Gtivernments and to make 
public its action- 

374 





LIST OF PAPERS 
CHINA 


SINO-SOVDBT COMH.KT OvitH THK ChINRHK KaHTKRM RaII-WAY AND ApPBAL BY 
TH* rNSTicD H-i atkb yoh Obaervancb or THE Pact of Paris — Continued 


Diit« iiml 
number 

8ubj«Nrt 

Fag© 

1929 
Dec. 2 
(641) 

f rom the Vhorgi m fVanoc 

Infornmtiiiii that the Freneh statemoata have been tele- 
graphed to Miikouw and Peiping. 

375 

Deo. 2 
(366) 

from fhr Amhntmador in theai Briiain (leZ.) 

Inforinaticin that the Britinh Government will make atate- 
liient tt> the C'hiiieee and Boviet Governmonta along lines 
fiiinilar to l\ H. statement. 

375 

Dec. 2 
(248) 

from (hr A9f$bo*$odor in (gormany (tel.) 

Fortngn Olfiee note (text printed), stating that, In view of 
njports that dirt^ct nogotiatloiifi for the peaceful settlement of 
the Shu»-Si>vicl rnnfnn'ersy have lieen opened, the German 
Governineiit wliihf^M to remirvo its decision as to the time and 
form of further ste|i« in the matter. 

376 

Deo. 2 
(306) 

To thr <*htirgi in frttnea (fcl.) 

KxjircH^itin of appreciation for the prompt and successful 
manner in which the l'harg<(^ has executed instructions; author- 
isation til convey to the Foreign Minister an expression of 
iippriM'iatioit htr his prompt and cordial cooperation. 

377 

Deo. 2 
(03) 1 

from (hr Miniulrr in Pnnnma (Icf.) 

Intention of Panamanian Government to take the action 
sugge^^led in Department's circular telegram of December 1, 

377 

Dec. 2 

Mrmontniium hy (hr An*i$tont frrrriary of Stale 

t *iii)verHtif iuii ttitlj the iapaiiesi* AmhaHsador in which the 
AHsinfiiiit Secretary explained tlie action which had been 
taken by the W S. Goversimeiit and showed the Ambassador 
ill foididt'nre a copy of the statement to l>e issued to the press 
on DeeeinlH^r 3. 

377 

Dec. 2 

Mr fluff tin>i urn (uj (hr AMHiMiont Srrrrtary of State 
i < %»n\ erp^ation with the Ghiiiesc Minister in which the Min- 

ister stateii the uniiiion that his Government's note of No- 
vemU*r M to the Aniet Gm'ernment aceonicd with the Secre- 
tary'n Migv’rHtinn f«ir conciliation and indicated w'iUingness to 
resort to jiacdtc means for settlement of the dispute. 

378 

Dec. 2 
{I22'l> 

* from (hr Mtm»(rr in Cnnmia 

Ad V let’ that the Prime Minister approves the idea of the sug- 
j Kesieii Hfntement ami has the matter under consideration. 

379 

Dee. a 
izru) 

from (hr AmlmM»tulor in Britain 

Advice that the British statement to the (Jlunese and Soviet 
i GoverninrntM, ptdilislud in th© 7Vwc«, is |>ractically identical 
\ with the r. H. statement; that the Fondgn Secretary stated in 

1 the Hotis 4 * of i \imintins that the Government does not intend to 
? call f he at lent ion of the Ivt^ague of Nations to this matter at this 
} time. 

379 

Dec. 3 
(I«>67) 

* From (hr (*harg4 in i*hina ((rl.) 

From Nanking, l>ecemlH?r 2: Understanding that the Cen- 
tral Ck^vernmeiit has given General Chang a free hand m ne- 
1 gotiatifig with the Scivict Guveniinent and that he is reporting 
^ oaily to the Central Government. 

380 



3ttrv 


I*I8T OF PAFEES 


CHINA 

SlKO-SOTIKT ConWVtCT OVEE THE CHINESE KsSTEHN lUll^WAt ilNI> AeI»1A{. »T 
THE United States ro« Obebkvance or the I’Arr or Paris- Contlnuad 


DstsiiiKi 

number 

Subjtct i 

Ftfi 

1929 
Deo. 3 
(1069) 

From ih« ChargSi in China (lei.) 

From Hftrbin. I>ec<milier 2: Inforiimtinn tlial llitsitlEii 
refugees are making their wmy toward Harbiii, tliai the Chiiiouf^ 
soldier rabble is hxitiiig, and tliat Chiiuiwe eommander at liar- 
bin has assured consuls that he can mairttain neaee and quiet; 
advlo6» also, that the Mukden representatives have nfmmmi the 
frontier into Siberia. 

380 

Dec* 3 
(1071) 

From ihs Chargi in China «sf.) 

From Mukden, l>ecemt>cr 2: Rem^rt that hf tikden replied to 
Moscow requesting apfioiiitmeiti of a new nmiiager and assist- 
ant manager and proposing to remove certain high Chineae 
railway officials. 

From Mukden, Deceml>er 2: Understanding that no reply has 
been sent to Moscow but that the Mukden nqiresentmtives have 
gone to llabarovsk. 

381 

Dec. 3 
(114) 

From tha Chargi in Japan (fri.) 

Information that text of the statement has tieen delivered to 
the Foreign Minister and that the Jatmnese lielieve that the 
direct negotiations between the Mukden and fhniet aiiihori- 
tica should remedy the situation by removing the cause of th*' 
present diSIcultliss. 

381 

i 

Dec. 3 
(57) 

Frost the AdniMter in Cgeehaelimtkia (Irl.) 

Advictj that the Fondgn Minister apprt^ves the U. H. Go\ » 
ernment*s action and desires to roois'nite. 

' 382 

Dec. 3 
(H2) 

From the Aftnisfer is the NethertamU iM.) 

Foreign hfinister's approval of the stiggei«ted artton and j 
promise to cable the lA*gatiim in China at i»nre arrortlingiv. 
his declination to citnimunicnte with the rhiviet chivernnieiit 
liccausa of lack of nfllcial ndations. j 

3H2 

Dcic. 3 
(368) 

From the Ambaemdor in Mrriro (tel,) i 

Information that the Foreign Miniiiter will take the action 
suggested by the U. 8. Government. 1 

382 

Dec. 3 

From the Chinree Afiriister I 

Communication from the Chines#* Government (text printed) 
drawing attention of the cosignatories of the Pa«rt of Paris t<* 
the fact that the acts anti attitiifle of the H<»vict Gnvrrnment | 
are contrary to the provisions of the Pact ami ref|uesltiig that 
such action \m taken as may necessary and appropriate m 

view of article M. 

383 

Dec. 4 
(1077) 

From the Charqi in China (tel.) 

From Nanking, December 3: Understanding that the For- 
eiflm Minister denies that the Muktien authorities have ©om- 
mitted themselves tn an sgretmient with the 8#ndet Govern- 
ment on the Soviet terms and states that all that has l«^n done 
i« to agree to discuss |KiiiUs (1) and (2). no difficulty iminst 
expected over point (3). 

384 

Dec. 4 
(92) 

From the Amhaemdofr in llolp (ieL) 

Official pr^ announeemeiit. I>t*cemlier 3 (text printed)* of 
the action taken by the Italian Government in the Sino-^Tiet 

1 controversy. 

385 

1 



UST OF FAFFBa 


XLV 


CHINA 


SiNO-Sovi»T CoNFLurr Ov»« thk Chinbsis' Eastbkn Railway and Appbal by 
TH» Unitkd States fob OBsEHVANca of the Pactt of Pahis — Continued 


Date ana 
number 


1929 
Deo, 4 
(1078) 


Dec* 4 

( 68 ) 


Dec. 4 
(84) 

Dec. 4 
(1084) 


Dec. 4 
(1083) 


Dec. 4 
(42) 

Dec. 4 


Dec. 5 

(ID 


Dec. 5 
(40) 


Dee. 5 
(1087) 


Subject 


Page 


From the Chargi in China (teL) 

From ilarbm» December 3: Information that the Mukden 
representatives are en route to Ilabarovsk, where it is expected 
they will discuss technical questions connected with the Soviet 
terms. 


385 


From Harbin, Decenil>cr 3: Receipt of unconfirmed reports 
that the Mukden represontativoa have rocroeaed the frontier 
and arc^ on their way back to Mukden. 


From the Minieter in the Dominican Republic (tel,) 

Infonnatlon that tiie Foreign Minister Is communicating 
with the Chinese and Soviet Goveniments and will Issue a 
public siateuient. 


386 


From the Chargi in Poland (tel,) 

Advice that the Foreign Minister stated that his Govern- 
ment w ould consider what action should be taken. 


386 


From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

Press dispatch from Moscow, December 3 (text printed), 
reporting signature at Nikolsk- Ussurisk i of Sino-Soviet proto- 
col in which the Chinese agreed to dismiss the Chinese chair- 
man of tlie board of directors of tli© railway and the Soviets 
agretMl t<i recammend candidates for the managership and 
assistant managerstiip other than the present holders of those 
{> 0 (sitions. 

From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

Telegram from the Foreign Minister (text printed) stating, 
in reply to the U. S, GovermnonUs communication, that Chi- 
nese (hn'erninent has maintained a peaceful attitude and has 
taken military action only for the purpose of self-protection, 
and tlmt it will continue to adhere to this policy. 

From the Minuter in Portugal (tel.) 

InUmtum of the Foreign Minister to act in conformity with 
IT. 8. action. 


387 


387 


388 


iSiatement by the Secretary of State leaned to the Preea 

Comment on the t<!Xt of the Soviet memorandum of De- 
ctniiber 3 as reimrted in the press. 

(H<h 5 tidf^gram No. 650, December 7, from the Charge in 
France, infra,) 

From the Ambaseador in Cuba 

Cuban communications to the Cliinesc and Soviet Govern- 
ments (texts printed). 

From the Chargi in Albania (tel.) 

Assurance by Foreign Minister that Albania will immedi- 
ately ctimply. 

From tfu Chargi in China (tel.) 

From llarbin, December 3: Return of the Mukden repre- 
mni&iiym to Harbin and departure for Mukden. 

From Harbin, December 4: Report in local press that 
Mukden representative declared that negotiations were not 
broken and were expected to continue smoothly. 


388 


389 

390 

390 





XliVI 


MBT OF PAFSES 


CHINA 


SlN0-S0Vl»T COKFLICT OVEE THE CtliKEHE l*M»iTEIiN iUll«H AY ANt> A|*I»EAS« IT 
THE United States foh OBBEKVAHrm or the Pact or P a H tA- Cciii tiring 


Date and 
number 

Subjwrl 

1929 
Deo. 5 
(73) 

From the Ambanamior in Turkey itH.) 

Information that the Fareifat I^IinmUT efulomea V, H, notion 
end will endeE%*ar to fonititinte imnI iimue an at»|>rci|3rlaiii 
declaration; opinion, however, that it ia donlitliil whether ho 
will see his way clear its tlo so. 

Deo. e 
(230) 

From the Chorgi in Peru {teL) 

Peruvian note to the Chinese fftiverniiient, Hreeiidier 4 (text 
printed); advice that an ideiitte note wm went to the H<jviet 
Government* 

Dec. 6 
(70) 

From the A/tnia/rr in the iJaminienn Hepuhtu itrL) 

Decision of Foreiisrn Allniitter, in view of pn^ss re|Kirts that 
the (’hinese and Soviet (hiverniitentH have Mianed a priil«»eol. to 
Withhold his |m>|K»Hed teiegraiii |ieiuiing tievelopiiieiiis. 

Deo. 5 
(1090) 

From the Charge in (*hinn Ur I.) 

Press dispatch from Miw^ctiw, Dereiids r 1 Hex! printed), 
containing text t>f the prohicol signed at \ikolsk4 iwiiiriski, 
Dcceinlier 3. 

Dec. S 
(371) 

From the Amboanodor in Mexieo (irt,) 

Dispatch by the Foreign Minister 4if telegrams to the (‘liinese 
and Soviet tioverniiients. 

Dec. 5 
(124) 

To the Chore4 in Jopon itel.) 

Infonnation that on iieceinlsT 2, the S^^cn^tarv of State 
asked the Jaimnese Ambassailur to make char t«i the Jnimnese 
GoxTrnment that the recent action in regard to Chir»a ami 
Soviet ItuHsia w*ait not taken from any desiri* tn intrude into 
Manchurian affairs Init siinplv to save the Pact of Paris from 
losing its stnmgth ami force. 

Dec. 5 
(1093) 

From the Chargi in (7nfia (fW.) 

From Mukden: Information regarding return of the Mukden 
representatives and nature of the preliiniimrv agn'^unent 
reached with the Soviet repn*siuitatives. 

Doc. 5 
(144) 

From the MinisUr in Ihr Xrthrrtomln ) 

Explanation bv the i'f»reign 5i!iiii^.ter of th*' cirrtiiniNfanres 
which prevented him fnuii sending the promis'd telegram. 

Dec. 5 1 

Memorantium hy (hr A>i!ii»ttint Secretary t*f State 

C on\ersation with the (•<Ttnait Ai{ibfi.HsiMlMr, 1 k’l’iuidHT 3, in 
which he explnnied that CtermanyV |H»euIiar int^titutu wnh 
regard to both ( lunn and Hussia pre\ented her from liiakina 
the suggested communication. 

Dec. 6 ‘ 

! 

} 

! 

From the Charge in /.i7»»ri«i itrlj 

liittfiitidii of the Lii«Ti»n S.-i-ri-tnr.v .if Suiti' tu ih.. 

suggested slattunent. 

Dec. 6 1 
(195) 1 

i 

From the (%argf in Venrenrta (frf.) 

Statement by the Foreign Minister, Deretidier ** (text 
♦ bi+^v ' ^^*‘^^P*^***^, nmral su|ijHirt but stating 

^ fonnal roiumumrations 

^latioL ' Governments Is’cause of lark of othcial 




3«0 


391 


392 


392 


393 


3ul 


39-1 
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MST OF FAFBB8 
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CHINA 


SiNO-Sovi»T CoNri.xcT Ov»H THU Chinsbe Eastern Raii.wat and Appeal by 
THE United States for Observance op the Pact of Paris — Continued 


Date and 
nnralHsr 

SubjtMSt I 

Page 

1929 
Dec. 6 
(1094) 

Frorn the Chargi in China (/el.) 

From Harbin, December 5: Probability that the quick return 
of Mukden rc^presentatives means that th^ were told that no 
new emuHtions would be accepted by the Soviets; existence of 
{>opular loc4il iMdief that if Mukden hesitates, Soviet airplanes 
will next visit Tsitsifiar, w-hero a panic among the troops would 
increase trementloiisly the danger of soldier rabble. 

396 

Dec. 0 
(1095) 

From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

From ^^ukcfen, DecemlHT5: Understanding that discussions 
over iSoviet stipulations concerning the Soviet manager and 
assistant manager were continued, that Marshal Chang 
acquiesced in their appointment to other positions, and that the 
Chinese sent a reply in this sense to the Soviet telegram of 
NovemlxT 27, 

397 

Deo. 6 
(76) 

From the Minitiier in Hgypi (tel.) 

Advice tliat text of tfio Egyptian communication to the 
Chinesi^ and Soviet Governments is substantially the same as 
the U. S. communication. 

397 

Dee. 0 
(26) 

From the Minister in Hungartf (tel.) 

(?oncurn*nce of Fondgn Minister in action taken by the 
IT. H. Cttn'ernment, l>ut Indief that Hungary as a small power 
should await the action of other powers, esixicially since it does 
not maintain diplomatic relations with the Chiueso or Soviet 
Governments. 

397 

Dec. 6 

From the Brlginn Embansg 

Expression of sympathy with the action taken by the U. S. 
Government aiul of satisfaction that at present the Sino-Soviet 
controv<*rsy sc»ems to Iw the object of a pacific settlement. 

398 

Dec. 0 
(32) 1 

1 

Frew the Mininter in Rnmania (tel.) 

Rumanian approval of action taken by the United States, 
and consideration of m<dhod of communicating Rumania's 
view.K to tlu» (^hinese and Soviet Governments in view of the fact 
that Rumania has no diplomatic representative in either 
country. 

399 

Dec. 0 
(43) 

From the Minister in Portugal (teL) 

Information that the Fondgn Minister is forwarding to the 
Minister a copy of the Portugue.se statements sent to the 
Uhinese and Soviet Claverumeiits. 

399 

Dec. n 
(282) 

From the Charge in S^icaragua (tel.) 

.\dvire that the Foreign Minister showed the Charge copies 
of the Nicaraguan notes to be* sent to the ('Chinese and Soviet 
OovermiKUits. 

400 

Dec. 6 
(!70) 

From the Chnrgi in Chile (tel.) 

Decision of the (Chilean Government to transmit a com- 
munication to the <Thtne.se Government but not to the Soviet 
Government, which Chile has repeatedly refused to recognize. 

400 

Dec. 6 
(41) 

From the Chargi in Sweden (tel.) 

Inclination of the* Swedish Government to take action 
similar to that taken by the U. S. Government, provided the 
other smaller powders do so. 

401 


XLvni 


UST OF PAFEH8 


CHINA 


SlN0-S0VI»T CONFMCT OVUB TM% ClilKBBE KaATIRK HAItWAY AHU A»>|>1AI« If 
THB Ukitb» States fob Ossbrvanck or the Fact or Fabia C*ontinu«4 


Date and 
number 


1929 
Deo. 6 
(42) 

From the MinitUr in Auttria (UL) 

Austrian approval of action taken by the U. H. Ociverninent, 
but disinclination to take a public atami liecauae of itti|»ortaiiee 
of Austrian oommercia! relatiotia with liuasia. 

Dec. 6 
(92) 

From ihe Afiniafcr in Lalria (fei.) 

R4sum4 of Soviet preas attacks on the British, Frenrh, ami 
XJ. S, Governments for their interference In the Himt-H<iviet 
controversy. 

Dec. 6 
(104) 

From ihe Minitter in €reece (trt.) 

Issuance by the Foreign Minister of a press statement sup- 
porting U. S. Government’s action; his reejurst* however, that 
the Department of State lie informiHt that nretTe would adopt 
any course adoptetl generally by the powers, htit. tieing a 
small state, could not take the lead. 

Dec. 7 
(660) 

From the Cha^i in France (tcL) 

Foreign Omco note. Decemlu^r 6. and its enclosiife, the 
Soviet reply of December 3 (texts printwi). w hich chargeii that 
Uie U. b. Govermiieiit’s declaration cannot fait to hr con- 
demned BB a pressure anci constsiuriiUv can in im way Ih» 
considered a friendly act. ’ ^ 

Dec. 7 
(118) 

From ihe Chargi in Japan (tcL) 

Assurance by the Frinie Minister that his unw illingiii'ss t.i 
take part in formal representations arises not because of dis 
agr^ment with their puniose hut from his fi'cling that siuee 
ho had been infoniially and cofindeiihaily talkinK with both 
parties and knew that they wen? about to opi'n clireet ncaoti* 
ations, ho could not press sudtieiily for funiial art ion. 

Dec. 7 
(30) 

From the Chargi in Dcnmoril* ((rl,) 

Sympathetic attitude of the Danish (Joveriiitient, Init 
opinion that it must postpone definite deeision as tfi nartirioa- 
situation' r<*eent deveUipimnts in the Hinf>-Ho\irt 


tpm 


40! 


402 

403 


404 


4011 


407 


Dec. 7 
(15) 


Dec, 7 
(10066) 


Dec. 7 
(75) 


Dec. 7 
(23) 


Dec. 7 
(1630) 


hrmn th€ Minhirr in the frinh Frrr (tri ) 

From the Chargi in France 

the H, <iovrn,iuriuCAtXiiit^^^^^ 
to the attention of tJie Afghan CSovorninvnt. 

From the Minieitr in Cotta Hica (tri.) 

Information that the Cmtn Hiran (Jovernmrnt haa iti- 

Ch?n^ coiumunicate ita vieuA to the 

Chinese and Soviet diplomatic repreAeritativeii, 

From the Chargi in Yugotlaoin (iei.) 

MhSerat Ooveriiment of itmtrnctiimn tn tlie 

From the Aftnisfsr tn Finland 
Aide-mhnoire from the Forelirn Mini«f#»r a 

pmted). oxpre«,i„g approval of Lib” 


407 

lor 

4m 

4m 

4m 
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CHINA 

SiNO-SoyiKT Conflict Over tm» Chinbru Eastern Railway and Appeal by 
THE Lnited States for Observance of the Fact of Paris — Continued 

Date And ^ 

nwBahm Subject I^age 


1929 

Dec. 8 From the Chargi in China (UL} 

(1109) Prc^ dispatch from Moscow, December 6 (text printed), 
^ntaining texts of telegrams exchanged between Marshal 
Chang and the Soviet Acting Foreign Commissar in which 
arrangements were made for their representatives to discuss 
all quest ions. 

PreHK clispatch from Mukden. December 7 (text printed), 
reporting the resignat ion of the president of the railway. 

Press ilispatch from Nanking, Deconil>er 7 (text printed), 
annotincing offioial confirmation of the Central Government’s 
approval of the Si no-Soviet protocol, 

Dec. 9 From the MiniBier in Siam (ieL) 

(31) Approval f>y the Foreign Minister of the U. S. Government’s 
action, but nonintention of making any further statement until 
so instructed by tlio King. 

Dec. 10 From the Chargi in Sweden (fef.) 

Opinion of tne Foreign Minister that, in view of the present 
Sino-Hovict negotiAtions, action by the Swedish Government 
would serve no useful purfK^se. 

Dec. 10 From the Yugoelm Minieier 

Request that the U. B. Government take steps to make a 
ileclaration to tlie ( >hinese and Soviet Governments on behalf 
of the Ytigoslav Gov'crnment, on account of the latter’s having 
no diplomatic relations with those Governments. 

Dec. 10 From the Chargi in Chinn (tel,) 

(1120) From Harbin. I>iH^emt>er 9: Information that Chinese 
officials of the railway are dejected aiui that it would appear 
that tlie Chinese authoriticss in general are willing to grant any 
Soviet <lemands in order to restore normal conditions in North 
Manchuria, 

Dec. 10 From the Chargi in Poland (tel,) 

(85) Ihifierstanding that the Polish Government feels that no 

useful purpose wouhl be served in addressing notes to the 
Chinese and Soviet Governments. 

Dec, 10 From the MintMier m Cxechoeloptxkia (tel,) 

(59) Dispatch by Preshient HeneS of communications to the 

C’hiuf^se aiui Soviet Government.^ stating adherence to the 
U. K. Government’s point of view. 

Dec. 10 From the Chargi in Switzerland (tcL) 

(118) Information that, while the Swiss Government concurs 

in the action of the IT. B. Government, it cannot make official 
roi>resei» tat ions; S\vis.s communique setting forth this view 
(text j>rintcd), to be issue<l to the press or to be regarded as an 
oral response to the Charge’s oral re|>resentations, whichever 
the Department should prefer. 

Dec. 10 From the Amhazeador in Turkey (tel,) 

(IH) Btateiiuuit by the Foreign Office for release to the press 

(U'xt printcHi), setting forth Turkish view's concerning U. S, 
Government’s action; Ambassador’s oi>inion that the statement 
is of a btasiHl and tin sat is factory nature because of the Foreign 
Minister’s leanings towanl Russia. 

43 vol. 11 4 



Il 


U8T OP PAPERS 


CHINA 


SlNO-So\ri»T CONK-ICT Ov»B TH* CHINSItS KaIIT»*» RAitWAT AMD ArFHAI, BT 
THU Unitud States for Obbbrvanc* or tm« PAor or Paris- rontlnued 


Date and 
ntunbef 




1929 
Dec* 11 
(72) 


From the Charg4 in i^pain (iri,) 

Information that tfie H|iani»!i C*o%*eminiml had 
pared to follow the If. H. eotime of aelion tmii! the l^viet 
reply was puhlishedt but is now eoitvinced that any rotnmn- 
nScation to the Boviets would not oidy do no gcMKl hut niiglit 
do harm. 


Dec, 1 1 From the Chorgi in Chile (tel.) 

(172) Statement by the Foreifn* Minister (text printed) » exprmiina 
interest in U, S. action in the Biiio-Hoviet ditliruUv; infur- 
mation that the Foreijrn Minister tins now deeitliH) not to 
send a statement to the C’hini^ tiovernntrnt. 


415 


416 


Dec. 11 
(19) 


Dec. 12 


Dec. 12 
(16) 


Dec. 12 
(1129) 


Dec, 12 
(44) 


Dec. 12 
(1136) 


Dec. 12 


From the Chargi in Buigana (fid.) 

Dispatch by the Bufgartait iiovertitneiit of iimtrurtions to 
its representative in Paris to inform the t ’hiiiem' I^'Kation and 
the Soviet Embassy that the ihitaarian tlovrrntnent mmwinUm 
itself with the views of the \\ H. ( toverniiient aiul other proteet- 
ing powers. 

Memorandum by the Aeeintant Setreimy of State 
Conversation with the Xetherlttiid» Mininter, DeeetnlH^r 10 ! 
in which the Minister stated that the T. 8. tbivenifnenrjt dee* I 
laration proveii the reliability of the Pact of Pans. 

From the Minister in the iri»h Frrr Statr itrl ) 

Decision of the Irish Free Htate to js iul tm eoiiuiiiiuiration 
to the Clunese and iHuviet Coiverniaents sinee. m \iew iif the I 
Soviet reply, stieh repnsentattons would ser\e nt» umdul ptir- ^ 
pose. i 

From the Char fi in (.'kina itrl.y 

From Harbin, December II: Departtiri’ of Mukden retire* 
sen tail ves for Habarovsk. * , 

From Harbin, December U: Informatmu that the Mukden i 
representatives are tlelayetl near Pftarntuehna^ a, 1 

From the jl/i«i«frr in dwsfnVi (frf.i 
Austrian memorandtim (text prmtedn expre^*iii»a ronvtrtiMii 
that the motive of the derlarathm bv the 1. S ||„,| utlier th.v 
ernments wi^s to take all measures to apph the h\yh eh aJs ,if 
the Fact of Pans. 


From the Chargi in Chinn iIrL) 

From Nanking, DeeemN»r 11: ( Vmbrmatioii bv the Foreiirn 
Iviinister of press reports eoneerning settlement of the raihvav 
controversy arid additional advice that the t hines#* and 8.,% i,.| 
Govemmenta had agrei^d fimt the former H<»viet ifem ral man- 
ager was not to l>e reinstntetl. 


Memorandum by the *SVmf«ri/ of State 

Polish Minister in which the Minister 
stated that although it was felt it wouUI now lu* unw isi* to send 

‘ {iovprnnii-nlA. hta (U.vprn- 

U. S GOTerm«"Jr »’>• ‘h" 


415 

417 

417 

418 

418 

419 

419 
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CHINA 


SiNO-SoviHT Conflict Ovsa thb Chinbsb Eastbsn Railway and Aptbal by 
THB United States for Observance of the Pact of Paris— Continued 


Bate and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
Dec. 13 
(60) 

From the Jilintsier in Czeckoelovakia {tel,) 

Information from the Rumanian Foreign Minister, while he 
waa in Prague, that the Polish Government had requested him 
yo delay Rumanian representations to the Chinese and Soviet 
Governments for concerted action with Poland and the Baltic 
States but that the Foreign Minister had already instructed 
BuohartfSt to associate its action with U. S. action. 

420 

Dec. 13 
(44) 

From ike Minisier in Portugal (teL) 

Advice that the Foreign Minister feels that the opportunity 
to act has passed and debates the wisdom of now sending a 
statement. 

420 

Dec. 13 
(143) 

To the Chargi in Svnizerland (tel.) 

Desire that the Swiss Government make ptiblic the commu- 
nique quoted in telegram No. 118, December 10. 

(Footnote: Publication set for December 16.) 

421 

Dec. 14 
(99) 

From the AmhaMeador in Italy (tel.) 

Note from the Albanian Legation containing notes for the 
Chinem? and Soviet Governments (texts printed), which the 
Albanian CfOvernment requests the U. S. Government to for- 
ward. 

421 

Doc. 14 
(21) 

From the Minieter in Norway (tel.) 

Opinion of the Norwegian Government that, in view of Sino- 
Boviet agreement, the suggested representations would seem 
inopportune. 

421 

Dec. 14 

From King Tafari Makonnen of Ethiopia to President Hoover 
\teL) 

Concurrence in U. S. declaration and authorization to com- 
municate this view to the Chinese and Soviet Governments. 

422 

Dec. 15 
(1151) 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

From llarbtn, Decemlmr 13: Arrival of Mo Te-hui, reported 
appoint'd (?hines<» chief delegate to Sino-Soviot conference; 
departure of certain American and other consular oiiicers and 
newHiJajmrinen via special car in endeavor to go as far west as 
pojmihit^ to ascertain welfare of non-Russian foreigners in the 
liailar region; assumption that the Mukden representatives 
have met the Boviet delegates. 

422 

Dec. 17 
(1159) 

From the Chargi in China (UL) 

From Harbin* December 16: Arrival of consular and press 
representatives at Mientuho, beyond which Chinese authorities 
have no control; report that railw'ay appears to be in good order 
to Mancluiria Station and that situation there is quiet. 

422 

Dec. Ifi 
(IKW) 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

From Harbin, I lecember 17: Refusal of railway administration 
to take responsibility of dispatching the international car 
beyond Mientuho; ol>servat ion that this is strong indication that 
Barga is no longer under Chinese control. 

423 

Dec. 18 
(55) 

From the Chargi in Persia (tel,) 

Inability of Persian Government to join in protest by the 
powers. 

423 
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SlNO«OVI»T COMFUCT Ov»» TB» ChIMW* K*«TKItl« lUlLWAT *HI» AffBAL 
Sm UNrnto Statwi fob OrntmnrAHt m or tm* Fait or P*in# ContiniMd 


■T 


I>»teai&d 

nmxib^r 


0tll»>»c4 


1929 
Dec, 18 
(1166) 


From iho Charffi in China , . . 

From Harbin, December 17: Clmi of Uio JMtnMPmefil eiittml mi 
Habarovsk, mm reported In the preee. 


Dec. 18 
(1167) 


From iho Chargi in China (fed.) ^ , , * , , 

From Harbin; Iidormaiion that the intenmliunal car haa 
been ordered by the Chin«7e© military conmianii to reliirtt in 
Buketn. 


rua 

424 

424 


Dec. 19 From the MiniUm- in JLalmu (lei.) 

(101) Opinion of I-atviaa Oovernmeiit that any cariimunicaiUin oti 
its part would he inop|K»rtuii© now tliat the C ‘himw anti Soviet 
Governments arc cngagcti in diri'ct ncaotlatit»nj*. 


424 


Dec. 20 

(im) 


Deo. 21 
(1179) 


Dec. 23 
(104) 


From the Chargi in China (UL) 

From Harbin, De©einl»cr 19: Advic© that Ihcconaular party k 
anxious to proc^ to Yakeshi, where a iiiolorcar lor the trip to 
Hallar can be procurcti, but that C*hiiuwe military riiinmafid k 
putting obataciee in the way. 

From the Chargi in China (Itl.) 

From Harbin: Kx|w*ctc<i return to Harbin ol ronatilar parly, 
as Chinese military coiiiiiisiid at lUiio^tu ha# rrfniM'd to |«eni»it 
them to proceed; likclihooti that thcro k dilllirtilty in the 

Sino-Soviet ncgotialHiiiN, {iciiMtibiy mi account at altcginl fjccii- 
patloD of Barga by Itwi forces. 

From the Minieirr in Latria (frf.) 

Estonian cicic-m^wioiVe, Ibcciiibi-r 20 Urxl iirinttHl), i«tating 
that, in view of the dirtM^'t ttegatiatiiifiK no%% prmrr«lifia bctwf'*?n 
the Chinese and Htivirt ( h. tht» hnttmmn 
ment sees no advantage in iwiutng a ntattiiient. 


425 


425 


426 


lDec.23?) 


Statement hg the Sorirt Cammiemriai /**r Farngn .IF**"'* 
Announcement of prottmil ntgiH^fl at Habartivnk. i Jerrintw'r 
22, for settlement of the Htiio-H«i\ ict dtfllcuUii^ (teal printt'^l). 


Dec. 24 
(1189) 


Dec. 26 


From the Chargi in Chum (kf.) 

From Harbin, December 22: Inforinatioii that the mtcriia- 
tionai party returned to Harluii and that th«dr trip wan tin- 
doubtiiily blocked! by Chiiieitc iiiilttary un pur{»€ie«^ re}Hirt 
that sound of airplanes and gitni'tre have «lt(I hrarti at 

Yakeshi; also, that no preparatioim are iHUng made by the 
military to clear the railway west of tliat iwiint of irregulars 
or brigands. 

Memorandum hg the Seertiary of State 

ConverBatioii with the French Atnliaaiiador in which the 
Ambassador advised that wben the Fn-nch Ainba.MAn#h*r in 
Moscow' presented the Itumantan Ktatement l<» the Acting 
Foreign Coinmissar, the latter refuseti to receive it and then 
took it and tore it up. 


Dec. 27 
(106) 


Dec. 27 
(1192) 


From the Minuter in iMteia (teL) 

Decision of Lithuanian Government to take no action in tin' 
Sino-Soviet dispute. 


From Uw Chargi in China (Id.) 

From Harbin. December 27: Arrival of Chlncae and Hovict 
party fr<^ Habarovsk and dcimrture for Mukdentto meet 
Marshal Chang. 


42^ 

429 
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430 
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Smo-Sovi»T Conflict Ovbr thb Chinbjsb Eastbbn Railway and Appbal by 
THE United States fob Observance of the Pact of Paris — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


1929 
Dec. 28 
(1195) 


From the Chargi in China {tel,) 

From Harbin: Report that there are many cases of measles, 
relai^sing fever, and smallpox among Russian refugees, and that 
consular corps has urged Chinese authorities to take measures 
against further spread of these diseases. 


Pec- 28 From the Chargi in China (fsl.) 

(1196) Notification by Soviet Foreign Oihce to Japanese Embassy 
in Moscow that all troops in Manchuria were withdrawn on 
Decernljer 23. 


Dec. 30 From the Chargi in Bulgaria 
(1586) Information that the Soviet Embassy in Paris refused to 
accept the Bulgarian Minlster*8 communication, and that the 
Sovkit Charg4 returned the communication to the Bulgarian 
Minister with a note (text printed) explaining that m the 
absence of official relations he could not receive or transmit the 
communication. 


Pace 


430 


431 

431 


Dec. 31 
(1206) 


1930 
Jan. 2 
( 2 ) 


Jan. 2 
(336) 


From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

From Harbin, Deceml>cr 30: Advice that the Chinese general 
manager handed over charge of the railway to the former 
Chiriima assistant manager, in order to avoid direct handing over 
to the new Soviet manager. 

From the Chargi in China (teU) 

From Harbm, December 31: Return of Sino-Soviet party 
to Harbin, 

From Harbin, December 31: Information that the Soviet 
nrisoners have l^een liberated; also, that a meeting of the new 
fxiani of directors was held and that the new Soviet gen- 
eral manager and assistant manager assumed charge of ad- 
mi nlnt ration of the railway. 

From the Minieier in Rumania 

Statement ifMsued by the Foreign Minister (text printed), 
conmmnting on the refusal of the Soviet Foreign Commissar to 
receive the Rumanian note. 


Jan. 4 From the Chargi in China (tel,) 

(19) Frotn Harbin, January 3: Reappointment by Soviet general 

manager of former Soviet heads of departments who were 
dij^charged bv Chinese authorities. 

From Harbin, January 4: Information that Soviet Consul 
General assumed charge of the local Soviet Consulate General 
on January 2. 


Jan. 6 ! To the Chargi in Albania 
(264) I Note for the Foreign Minister (text printed), advising that 
1 the situation which prompted U. S. actiori has materially 
changeii due to progress of Sino-Soviet negotiations, and that 
\ the situation does not seem to require that further communi- 
I cations be sent at the present time. 

' (Footnote: Similar information was communicated in a 
note to the Yugoslav Minister; also in instruction to the 
American Minister in Ethiopia.) 


432 


432 


432 

434 


434 
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MaASxmJBs TAKaN by thb Uniybd Statwi ran rna PaoracTioH or Ambiucan 

I.)VBS AN» PBOrailTY IN C MINA 


3>»te 

number 


1920 
Jan. 4 
(109) 


Jan. 17 


Jan. 23 
(48) 


Jan. 24 
(31) 


Jan. 23 
(52) 


Jan. 26 
(35) 

Feb. 1 
( 76 ) 


Feb. 4 
(84) 


From ih€ ComtU at Foochow io ihc in iJhimm 

Note from the Dean of the Vimnitlnr tV»r|iii tci the Provlnrial 
Administrative Coundl of Fukien, l>eeeinti€ir 31 » I03S^ (text 
printed)* protesting against aiitiftm^ign riernoimiraliafia atid 
requesting that aetion taken to nqiretM* siirli flemoiintratlotiii. 

Memorandum ihr Counuflor of l^cgaimn la 
Conversation with the Kort'igii ivittiister at Nanking in whieh 
the Forei^ Minister dinrlareti that it was the tH>itey tjf the 
National Uovenmient to effeet the 0 iiiii|ilete restcirailoti of all 
foreign i>ro|>crti€v« oceti|ited by the Chinese. 

I From ihc Mminier in i^hina (ioL) 

From Shanghai, January 19: Xotifleatioii from Woositiig 
Fort (text printed) that tuMtsing foreign veeaelii titiist aiibtiilt to 
iniqxsetion; reouesi for tiuttnietionii. 

ToHhanghfii: Information that the matter will i>e dinettasedi 
In the diplomat ie iHMly; authorisation to make infomia! 
repreBentatioiui to the (%»iiimiMsioner for Forrigri Affairs, 
pointing out that under extraterritoriality prciviniotm AtnrHean 
merchant vessels are not sul»jeet to detention and searrh bv 
military authorities, and also that under existing treaties C. A, 
naval vessels may not Is* in any way cilaitruetecl or detained in 
the carrying out of their otlirial duties. 

To the Minuter tn Chinn 

Instructions to investigate refsirted rapture by Ixandits of 
the iti'verend Kilwanl Vouiig and tti iiiri*rl the i\ninm^lnr of 
I^egation, t€*m|>orarily at Nanking, Ui bring the matter to the 
attention of the Naiionaltst thn'ernment. 

From the MiniMrr in China itrl,) 

From liankow. January 24: Inforntalitm that the Itevermd 
Kdward Young is luung held by Communists fur ratmim; also, 
that the Consul Cienernl has itiatle dirert reprt^s«ui fat tons to 
Nanchang and suggests t hat art ton Im’ taken %\ith the Nanking 
Cover nment. 

To the Cknmmdor of ls*gatioii. Nanktng: Inst run ions to take 
up matter with the Foreign Minister. 

To the A/ini«frr in €*hina (tel,) 

Approval of telegram mutt to Shanghai. January 23, 

From the itfmiafrr in China {trl.) 

From Canton, January 31: liifiirinntiim that the Iteven ml 
Kdward Young and a ttennan inissinniirv and faintlv have l*«’en 
captured by ikmutnimnl bandits; also, that the ('unsul Ceneral 
has requested local autliorities tf » render all |s»ssible assistaiu’e. 

From Canton, January 31: Advice that news that bandits 
have released the Cerinan missionary and fainilv ieails to the 
ho)rw that the American priest mav a<mn Is* lilM*h&ted. 

(Footnote: Fromim? by the Vice Minister for Foreign Affain*. I 
January 26, to take imiuediate steps for the Iteverend Kdward 
Young‘8 release.) i 

From (he MinUter in China itcL) | 

From Har^o^ February 3: Information that the American ^ 
gne^ and the German missionary and family have been | 



MBT OF FAPBES 


liV 


CHINA 

Mbasuees Taken by the Uniteb States foe the Peotbction op Ameexcan 
I.IVE8 AN» Peofbety IN C HINA— Continued 


DaU and 
number 


1929 
May. 11 
(156) 


Mar. 13 
(93) 


Mar. 19 
(550) 

Mar. 21 
( 1 ^ 7 ) 


Mar. 25 
(213) 


Mar. 26 
(215) 


Mar. 26 
(104) 


Subject 


Page 


From ihe Af mister in China (ieL) 

From Nanking, March 9: Itequost for permission, in the 
event certain suggesU^d contingencies develop, to iiisue general 
adviet» to Americans to withdraw from Nanking. 

To Nanking: Authorization as requested. 


To the MinisUr in China (td,) 

Approval of iiistructions sent to Nanking, March 1 1 ; author- 
ization, in the event of emergency at Nanking or other consular 
rxists, to instruct consular omcers concerned to send their fami- 
lies temjKirarily to nearby places of safety. 

From the Consul General at Hankow to the Minister in China 
Information concerning American property still occupied by 
ChincHo authorities. 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From CJanton, March 20: ileceipt of telegram from Bishop 
O’Shea at Kanchow stating that there isaCommunist uprising in 
southern Kiangst, several localities being burned and mission- 
aries foreeti to nets information that the Consulate General has 
r<Hiuesteii local military authorities to issue orders to render 
assist a jiee. 

Advice that the telegram from Canton is being repeated to 
the <\>nsul General at Hankow, with instructions to make a 
like retjuest to the appropriate military authorities. 


441 


441 

442 


From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Hankow, March 22: Telegram from Bishop O'Shea 
appealing for protection of life and projicrty (text printed): 
r<»newal by ( -’onsul General of request for assistance of Kiangsi 
authorities. 

From ( 'fuiton, March 23: Report from Bishop O'Shea that 
I Americans luui other foreigners are still safe but that situation 
I is dangerous. 

From FiKudiow, March 23: Doubt that within the next w^eek 
any local developments will arise which iivould seriously affect 
the safety of Foochow, 


442 


From the Minister in China (tel.) 443 

From ('hefoo, March 23: Desire for retention of IJ. S. S. 

^ Trenton at Chefoo, in view of pos.sibility of trouble. 

Information that this telegram w'as repeated to the com- 
mander in chief of the Asiatic Fleet with a recommendation 
that a naval vessel be left at Chefoo pending outcome of the 
I present situation, 

I 7b the Minister in China (tel.) 444 

Concern of Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul regard- 
ing staff at Kanchow, Kiangsi. Instructions to direct appro- 
! pnatc consuls to obtain information; also instructions to make 
; such representations to the Nanking authorities as may be 
i considered advisable. 



UOT or PAPERS 


vn 


CHINA 


Mbastobbs Takbn bt thb Uhitbd Statb* roil tmb Pbwiktiow or Ambbicah 
Livbs aho PKOrBHTT iM CwiXA- Coiitinucid 


X>at6aBd 

number 


1 

1 _ 

00 

From ths Comul Oenerai at Conlufi l« Minister in Ckina 

iScinsmitta! of iK»rrf»pomlefMse bolwcoii lh» Coimulnlo 
oral and repreaenUtivoa of the Atnerieiui Caiholb Miwicin in 
Kwangtung Provinoe oonoamitig Intervention of m member of 
the mSaion In a ean© in Chlncee eoiirtii affect ing eertaiii native 
converts. Information that the I'onmilate Urtieml acivbeit 
that mili»lonariea should refrain from interfering in Jutiirial 
proceedings involving only Chinese interests, 

(Footnote: Hoply by the lAegation, April 15, apiiroving 
position taken by the Consulate Oeneml.) 

445 

Mar. 28 
(231) 

From iho Mintsfer in China (tel) 

From Nanking, March 27: liiformation that, in view of 
reports of continued re%*erses of Chiveriiiiieiii fi»re«^. the Cofisut 
is warning Amerlcam in his district to l»e pre|»anHi to receive 
advice for a general evacuation, 

Hepetition of this inforiiiailoti to tlie roinmaiMler in chief 
of the Asiatic Fleet, with renewal of lAcgation's urgent lele- 
graphte request of March 26 (teg| priiiteth for dis|»ati?h of a 
U, S. naval vessel to Nanking. 

445 

Apr. 1 
(254) 

From iho Afiaisfcr in China (tet.) 

Execution of Instructions contained In Deimrtinetii's tele 
gram No. 104 of March 26. 

From Nanking, March 31: Iiiforiimtioii that the Vice Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs stated that cfiiniiiunimlhuoi with 
Klangsi appeared to \w broken Init thst muttehow the thiveni- 
ment would take all steins fsissible to protect American Itfe 
and property. 

446 

Apr. 6 

To tho Vice of Iho f'ai/rd Chriatian Mtaaianary 

Socioiy at indianapdia 

Clinton that an attempt to maintain American mis^<<it «nari«’^ 
at Batang, Ssechwan, will lie attended with great difficulty 
and with risk to the missionartt^ ihc?mmdvrs. 

447 

Apr. 7 
(267) 

From the Minister in China (trl.) 

From Canton, April 1: Opinion tliat ItiRhoti O’Hhea and all 
Americana in south Kiangsi should iw ndvtned ti* leave. 

To Canton: Inatnmtions to um? own liiHcretinn with n-ganl 
to giving the advice suggested. 

447 

Apr. 8 
^64) 

From the Consul at NonJtinf to the A^fmtslrr »ri China 

Continued occufintion of .\incricaii mission proiw^rty at 
Showohow by the local Kuomiiitaiig chapter. 

44S 

Apr. 9 
(270) 

From the Minuter in China (tel,) 

Advice from the Foreign Minister, Aprils, that Kiangsi au- 
thorities had iieen Instructed to investigate the situation ami 
accord adequate protection to American eitisens, 

From Canton, ApHl 8: Intention to advim» liishop O’Shea 
that he and other Ameiioans in miuthern Klangsi should leave 
because situation will probaldy grow tiiiich worse with arrival 
of defeated Kwangsl troo|ai. 

44S 

! 

t 

1 



I^IST OF PAFFHS 


mu 


CHINA 


M»ASU»»8 TaKBN by THU UNITED STATES FOR THE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN 

I4VES AND Froferty IN China — C ontinued 


Date and 
number 


1929 


Subject 


Apr. 1 1 From the Minuter in China (ieL) 

(274) From Hankow, April 10: Telegram from Bishop O'Shea 
(U^xt printed) stating that the Communist army is approaching, 
that reinforcements are several days away, that tne city is 
preparing for siege, and requesting that Nanchang authorities 
be urged to take prompt action. Information that the Nan- 
chang authorities and Chiang Kai-shek have been requested 
to send sufficient troops to protect American lives ana prop- 
erty, and that the Consul General concurs in Consul General 
Jenkins' rt^eommendation to Bishop O'Shea to withdraw. 

From Canton, April 10: Similar telegram from Bishop 
O'Shea (text printed). 


Apr. 13 


To the Secretary of the Intemationai Miseianary Council at Nev> 
York 

Telegram from the Consul at Chefoo, April 4 (excerpt 
print<‘<i), urging that pressure he brought through the home 
organisations on American missionaries who persist in remain- 
ing when advised to withdraw,* request that mission organizar- 
tions be notified of view of the Department of State that 
Americans should act in accordance with advice given by the 
consuls. 


Page 


449 


449 


Apr. 1 5 
(279) 


Apr. 15 
(2S2) 


Apr. 15 
(1175) 


Apr. 20 
(298) 


Apr. 22 
(303) 


From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

From Canton: Information that no reply has been received 
to communications to Bishop O'Shea requesting him to advise 
Americans to withdraw; opinion that Cantonese authorities 
are uniitile to s<*nd assistance. 

Hi‘iK‘tition of this information to Hankow, with authoriza^ 
tion to n*new representations to Chiang Kai-shek for prompt 
action in proUictlng American lives and property. 

From the A/iniaf«r in China (teL) 

To Hankow, April 12: Bequest for comments on telegram 
from the commamier in chief, April 10 (text printed), stating 
intention to witluiraw U. S. 8. Helena from Hankow. 

From Hankow% April 13: Opinion that situation is so un- 
certain that naval vesscd should he kept at Hankow. 

Be|x*titioii to the commander in chief of reply from Hankow, 
wdth expression of concurrence in judgment expressed therein. 

To the Minieiet in China 

Apj>rcjval of I.regat ion's inst motion to the Vice Consul at 
Yunnanfu, February 21, to the effect that he has the responsi- 
bility for making decisions In the matter of issuance of travel 
passes to American citizens. 

From the Minuter in China (ieL) 

From Hankow', April 19: Becurronce of firing upon foreign 
ships between 8hasi and Ichang. 

From the Minuter tn CAina (tel.) 

From Hankow*, April 21: Bequest to Chiang Kai-shek that 
relief l>e sent to Taoyuan, where situation is reported to be 
desperate; departure of British Consul and naval guard to 
render assistance to foreigners at Changteh. 


450 


450 


461 


452 

462 




MOT OP PAPBBS 


CHINA 


Mbabobbs Takbn bt the United Statbb roR tm* PRtMTRrrtoN or Ambrioan 
LiVBB and PBOrBBTT IN Crina- C’oiitiniiwi 


Date and 
number 

aublect 

! rmt» 

1929 
Apr. 29 
(1199) 

Tc the Minister in China 

InstniotioiiB for prepamtioM hy Aiiieriran ritiaciia atifl finim 
of ciaimB for damagOR mifTemI in Hliaritutig diiriiia thr- Tuinan 
incident. 

! 453 

Apr. 30 

From the Afnerkan Minieler in China ia the Untith Minielrr la 
China 

Expression of apjjrecialion for aaHtaUiiri^ by 

Biitish Consul and imval party in ovariiatiiig two AinoriranK 
from Changteh. 

454 

May 9 

From the Consul General at Canton (tfl.) 

Report of efforts of foreign r«iiisuls and naval oflirrrH tfi 
avert threatening situation eatisiHl by tlmv pri^-Hwaiigsi 
gunboats which sought sludtor from <#»ivorniiH*iit airidano 
bombardment t)y anchoring amidst fon igii iit«*rrltaitl \fssols 
and refused to surrender. 

454 

May 11 

From the Consul General at Canton (!#/.> 

Details of successful elTorts of the coiisuls aiul naval officcrw 
to induce the gunboats to surrender. 

•455 

May 14 
(159) 

To the in China (tri,) 

Authorisation to inform the (Nmstil Ceneral at < 'anlMU uf the i 
Department’s com mciula lion for the miinm r m uhich the : 
incident of the gunboats was haiitlle«i. 1 

45H 

May 18 
(397) 

From the Minister in China itel,) 

From Canton, May 17: Issuance of tetegrapliir adviet- tn 
American women and children to depart to l!«iii«koiig. in vo w 
of expect ( k! attack on Wuchow, and rinpiest to conunander of 
the South C^hina Patrol for tiispntch of the !*. S. ,M. Guam to 
assist in the evacuation. 

457 

May 18 
(400) 

From the Afintufer in China (tei.) 

From Swatow, May 17: lif»<|ttest for presenn* of \\ war- 

ship, in view of passilulity of disoniers at Swatow. 

Repetition of me.Hsage to the roniinntifler in chief, %%»th 
expression of ctmcurrcnce. 

457 

May 19 
(401) 

From the i» (*hina ilrt.) 

From Canton, Mnv IH: Information that Canton <Jo\erii 
ment plans to close West ltiv»T to merchant shipping amt for» 
for the next i f iiavM, vvht*n it liopirs tn captun* 
Wuchow, but that it will permit evacuation of fort'igorr?* and 
allow passage of one gunboat to and fn»m Wuchow for the 
purpose. 

Repetition of this informatioii to the ciufiinamter, Stmlh 
China Patrol. 

457 

May 22 
(32) 

From the Consul at Tsinan to the Ministfr i>i f V*iri#i 

Report that the looting am! damaging of mmsiun |»ropertv 
at Loan and Bhowkwang has been brought to attention of the 
Commissioner for Foreign Affairs with tin* rtHpn^t that the 
bhantung authorities take immediate steim to prutmt Afiiert- 
can property ami prevent recurrence of similar deprtHiations. 

45H 



UST OP PAPBES 


MX 


CHINA 


Mbahubbs Taken by the Vnitbd States fob the Pbotbction of Amekican 
Lives and Profbrty in China — Continued 


Date and 
niiniiH'r 

1920 
May 23 
(414) 


May 21 


May 28 
(420) 


Mav 29 
(431) 


Mav 31 
(437) 


Junf» I 
(439) 


Hubjvct 


Page 


From the Minieter in China (teL) 

From Cianton, May 22: Notification to Coxnmiaaioner of 
Affairn that, while the pow'era will conform as far as 
practicable to the wishes of the Chinese authorities, their 
warshijm must continue to perforin their duties as authorised 
under the treaties and that, should difficulties result in respect 
to either warships or merchantmen, the responsibility will 
rest With the Chinese authorities; desire for suggestions as to 
how inerchaiit sliips can meet the emergency* 

To (’anton: Approval of action taken; information that if 
blockade contiiuu^ unduly and American merchant shipping 
becoiiu's acutely affcHitiKi, the Legation will give further con- 
sideration to the question* 


Frnm the Camul (general at Canton (teL) 

Information that 6 Americans left Wuchow on the U* S. S. 
Guam aiid that apparently about 30 Americans have remained 
in spite of warnings. 


400 


From the Mi meter in CVtina (teL) 

From Amoy, May 27; Report that Communist force raided 
American mission at Lungj-enchow, May 23, taking Dr* C. H. 
ilolleman with them when they retired from the city; also, 
that Consul has asked authorities to secure Dr. Holfeman's 
release and is endeavoring to inform General Chang Chen 
through the American Consul at 8watow. 

liepetition of this report to Nanking with instructions to 
riKjU€?3!t the nssistanco of the Foreign Minister in effecting Dr, 
liolleman's release. 


460 


FroPH the Mininter in (*hina (teL) 

From Swatow, May 28: Arrival of the U. S. S. May 21 ; 

proliability that General Chang Chon w'ili make a general at- 
tack on the Kwangsi forciss immediately. 

Fropn the Minieter in China (teL) 

From Swatow, May 30: Departure of the Tulea from 
Swatow; rcquwt for instructions whether to attempt to see 
General Chang (vhen personally regarding Dr. Ifolleman; 
suj;gt!«ti<m that tlus 7'iiiea return immediately to Swatow. 

To Swatow: Instructions to make every csifort to reach 
i Chang by special messenger or other means. 

; iiejw'tition of tluise telegrams to the commander in chief. 

i From the Minieier la China (teL) 

I From Amoy: Advice that Dr. Holloman is at Engteng, that 
i the mission is trying to arrange ransom, that his death may 
! rmult if any attempt is made to use force, and that local author- 
; iti€*s promiso every aHsistanco to secure his release. 

: Ke|)etitioii of mcHsage to Nanking with instructions to 

puHh repn?m»ntations to Foreign Minister for Holleman's 
. immediate ndease. 

1 HefHdition of messi^e to Swatow with instnictions to re- 
! fraln from r€»pr«*sen tat ions to General Chang Chen. 

I Information to Amoy of action taken. 


461 


462 


463 



LIST OP PAPERS 


TJX. 


CHINA 


Mbastjkbs Takin bt th* Uhotco Statbb roB tmb Pbotbctioh or AmMOAif 
Litbb and PBorBmr in China- -C onUnuud 


Bate And 
nnmb^ 

Sllhlect 


1929 
June 3 
(441) 

From the Minhtir in China (UL) 

Wrcm Swatow, June !: Requent for prrmiiwlon to inmiply 
with appeal of CommiMtoner of Pitblio Safely Ihal hm tm 
granted temporary aayliim in the Consulate when Swatow Im 
taken by the Cantoneae. 

To Swatow: Opinion that the frranting of the pemtlaaiofi 
requested would eonaiitute a dangerouii precodrnt^ willing* 
nees of Li^tlon to reaueiit diapateh of war veMiot to Swatow 
if Consul oonaidera loeal situation threatens safely of Ameriaiii 
lives and property. 

498 

June 8 

From ih« €on$nl Gmerel ol Cbitlim (lif.) 

Unopposed occupation of Wuahow by Canttmeat^ naval 
forces, and immediate roopeiiitig of river to navigatkm. 

464 

June 5 
(447) 

From the Minisiir in China (ieL) 

From Amoy, June 4: liifonnaiion that Dr. Hollefiian has 
escaped and is making his way Ui Swatow; also, that l*himw« 
authorities and the ooiisulatea are emleavoring to nuiiler any 
assistance possible. 

(Footnote; Notification of Dr. |{oliemati*i aafr* arrival at 
Amoy in telegram No. 60!, June 24. from the .Minister in 
China.) 

464 

July 17 
(Ir-764) 

From the Consul General atjiankow to the Mtmtter la (*hina 
Suggestion that the lAegation ncftnfst of the National 
Government a numlw of proclamations. Iiearing the seal of 
the eonsmander in chief of the anny. navy, ami aerial fortes, 

! forbidding the occupancy of American iimurny by C'hiiteiie 
soldiers. 

465 

Aug. 6 
(1190) 

From the Conettl 6>a#ral ui Hankow 

Observations on the cccu|iation of American miiisioii 
property in recent montha and the raif'iit to which tho 
practice has been |K*nnitte<l to fionrUli tindi r the Natiunal 
Government. 

460 

Aug. 7 
(Lr-785) 

From the Coneul Gentrui^at Hankow to the Aliaivlrr ia China 1 
that the Foreign hiintsti^r inay wish to make a 
public pronouncement of the National t tovefnintuit's laihcv to 
r^tore to^ the ownem ail for»ugn*owtied pro|K*rty; information 
that ^nditums with respect to the o€ou|iatiofi of American 
property by Chintise soldiers and officials are estrrmely ilephir- 
able and show no Improvement. | 

470 

Sept. 3 
(2329) 

From ike Minuter in China j 

<^iDion that initiativ® in th® matter of ctninui for liawi-a I 
American eittxeiis should not rtsst eacltiaively with \ 
the mimrtment of State and that American ritiseiia canntil 
divest themselves of the res|K>nslbtlity of cieciding themselves 
they wish to pre|mre and have filed claima for Inasrw 
incurred by them; request for Ileparlmenfa views. 

?n *** Ih^partiiient 

m instruction No, 1401, November 16.) 

471 


!t*XI 


MST OP PAPHtRS 
CHINA 


M»AS0»»8 TaKUN BT TH* UniTBD StaTBB fob THB PbOTBCTION of 
Lives ANO Fbopbrtt in China — Continued 


DAteand 

numhm 

Subject 

Page 

1^29 
Sept. 12 
(867) 

JS’ruM Ammcoi* in China to the Chinees Minister 

for Poreign Affatrt 

Protest aj|ainet the unauthorixod boarding and search by 
Shanghai inilitary authoriti^ of a veese! belonging to the 
Amencan-owncKl Yangtze Itapids Steamship Co.; request for 
invefitigaiion of incident, punishment of military authorities 
involved, ancf isHuance of instructions to prevent such ill^al 
activities in the future. 

472 

Sept. 24 
^70) 

From the Coneul General at Canton to the Minister in China 
iloc^int of notice from the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
asking that foreigners l>o warned not to proceed to the interior 
without hmt consulting the resiKinsible Chinese authorities: 
request to l>e advised what jKisttion the Legation should as- 
sume in connection with notices of this sort. 

472 

Sept. 25 

Froin the Consul in Charge at Swatow to the Minister in tJhina 
Capture by Coinmunista of the city of Shanghang and 
destruction of American mission property. 

473 

Sept. 30 

General Order No. of the United States Asiatic Fleet on 

**The Poliey of the Fleet** 

Btateincnt of the general naval policy of the United States 
and iKilicy tif the units of the Navy on duty in China, together 
with s|)eci6o instructions governing the employment of naval 
forces if roiiuired to protect American Interests. 

475 

Oct. 1 
(L-842) 

From the Consul General at Hankow to the Minister in China 
Information that the total of foreign missionaries murdered 
in the consular district Is now 7, including 3 Americans; 
advice that the Consul General has warned missionaries retum- 
1 ing to the interior of the dangers which may confront them. 

477 

Oct. I 
(61) 

From the fire Consul at Tsinan to the Minister in China 
Information that American mission property at Ichowfu and 
Yihsien is occupied by Chinese troops and that the Vice 
Consul has notified the Shantung authorities and demanded 
lmme<!iate evacuation of the premises; request for opinion 
whether minsionaries should be permitted to continue to com- 
municate directly to the Foreign Minister concerning cases of 
occupation. 

477 

Oct. 2 
(852) 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From CTanton, October 1: Bequest by Americans at Wu- 
chow that gunlioat be sent for their protection. 

Eepetition of the message to the commander in chief. 
(Footnote: Information that the Mindanao arrived at 
Wuchow on October 5 and that a destroyer was expected at 
Canton.) 

478 

Oct. 8 
(867) 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Hankow: Firing by Chinese troops on Yangtze Rapids 
vessel at a point 219 miles above Hankow; advice that Consul 
General has lodged official protest. 

479 

Oct. 9 

1 

From the Minister in China to the Vies Consul at Tsinan 

Opinion that no objection should be interposed if mi^ion- 
arles desire to take up cases of occupation of their premises 
direct with the Foreign Minister, but that they shouia be ad- 
vised that such action might prejudice the Vice Consul’s free- | 

479 





X.IOT OF PAPERS 


CHINA 

Mbastobs Takent bt the Vmrmn Stateb ro« the Pummerttm or AunmeAH 
Lives anb Fhopertv ih Ciiika C^ontiimi^fl 


Bate and 
niunber 


Stihjftci 


1929 
Oct. 9 


Frcm ih€ Mmi^ler tn China ta the CWitwl Cenera! ol Canton 
Nonobjection to Amerieiins conm>ttit)ic Eiiihoritif>»t 

before venturing into the interior; iiintnictioni*. howe%'er. that 
in replying to the CommiseSoner for Foreign Alf Aim the CVm«til 
Genera! should state his desire to he kept infimntvl of eontll- 
tions in the interior and also to state that the^Hght of C*hinese 
authorities either to authorise or forl»id travel by American 
citizens cannot be adinitted. 


I 




4m 


Oct. 12 
(881) 


Oct. 14 
(333) 


Oct. 17 
(6195) 

Oct. 25 


Oct. 26 
(282) 


Nov. 1 
(Lr- 97 ) 


Nov. 9 
( 63 ) 


From the Mtnisfer in China (/ef.) 

Information that foreign steamship lines have lieen ap- 
proached by military authorities at rhitngkinff in regard to 
submitting bids for transporting troofis; re<|*ieat fur instruc- 
tions concerning the advice to Ise given Atiierirati shipping 
companies. 

To the Minuter in China (tel,) 

Authorization to advise American ship|iing companies that 
the degree of protection the C. 8. Clovemiiient ran alfortl them 
in their normal activities will lie adversely alfeeted to the ex- 
tent that they allow themselves to Iwcofiie* involveci tn < *hifiesf» 
military oi>eratiorm. 

From the Coneul Cefterol at Shanffhai to the .’IfimWr in €*htna 
Statement (text priiiteri) coiic«*rning the tnrreasi* in tiiur«lers 
of foreigners and the apimreiit inahility of the Nationnl i hivt^rn- 
ment to counteract the activities of orgatit^isl bandit gangs. 

From the Aft wisher in f Atnn (n the Ctmeat ftrnrrai nt Shanghai 
Acknowledgment of receint of rommunieathut from the 
commander of the Yangtze Patrol which states that protec- 
tion will not iHi afforded to Ainertcan vessids which ctintrari 
to transport Chinetg) troo|js, arms, ammtinitioti. «»r aiiv ntm- 
commercial article such as oinum; of l)rpart'm<*iit*s 

instructions regarding attitucfe toward isissihle iiivolvemeitt 
of American shipping companies in (*hinese military o|s ra« 
tions, and authorization to inform them in this m-nsr* ifh slitoiM 
become necessary; reference to the neparttnmt of the tpiestimi 
of trans|x>rting noncommercial articles such as opium. 

To ike Ambaeeador in Or eat itriiain (tel.) 

Instructions toe.xpress to the British < Government tin* thanks 
of the U. 8. Government for the action <»f H. M. S. Cmkrt in 
taking on board the Americans who were at Wuhu on fVtolsT 
18 when the city was in line of fire of opjiosing t'hinese forces. 


From the Ooneul at Kanking to the A/imsfrr t>i China 
u that the f<*reigii profsTth^s now occupieil are 

heid by civilian or senii-oflicial organizations, with the excep- 
tion of tw'o projfKTties re-«jcciipied hv trtHJps, 


From the Coruul General at liank&w (teL) 

Information that the Heverend Mathias Kreulxin, an Ameri- 
can citizen, has l>eeu captured tn- bandits and is tnung helii foi 
Consul General has taken up the case 
with the Chinese authorities. 

Department In telegram No. 

i,3x?L ^ 8^P« Md mult* achieved 

looJong toward release of Father Kreutiia.) 


4m 


4»i 


4H2 

4m 


4h:j 

4m 

484 



LIST OP PAPBBS 


Lxai: 


CHINA 


Msabobss Taxkn bt th® Unitkd States for the Protection of American 
Lives and Property in China — Continued 


and 

mmdHT 

8ubjtH*t 

Page 

1920 
Nov. 12 
(64) 

From the Comul Qmeral at Hankow (ieL) 

Infonnation that Chinoae authorities have s<?nt a military 
oxijeditiou to soouro release of Father Kreutzin; also, that 10 
or 12 American missionaries are now concentrating at Hwaahih- 
kang, to which place the U. S. S. Panay is en route. 

(Footnote: Telegram from the Minister in China, No. 996 
of November 14, re|>orting that he had requested the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs to make every effort to effect the release of 
Father Kreutain.) 

484 

Nov. 12 
(892) 

From the Consul General at Canton to the Minieter in China 
Transmittal of (Consulate GeneraFs reply of October 23 to 
the Commissioner of Fortdgn Affairs regarding warning to 
for<ugners not to proewd to the interior without first consult- 
ing Clunese atithorities, and latter's reply of November 7; 
assumption that, as the (Commissioner says nothing more 
i at)out the necessity of obtaining ‘‘permission'* from the local 
authorities, the corresjmndence may bo allowed to rest where 
it stands. 

485 

t 

Nov. 14 
(1399) 

To the MiniHltr in China 

Approval of instructions to the Consulate at Tsinan, Octo- 
lK»r 9. 

485 

Nov. 17 ^ 
(67) 

From the Consul General at Hankow (tel.) 

Information that bandits have reduced amount of ransom 
demandeil fur Father Kreutsin's release, and that Catholic | 
Fathers fend confident that he will Ix^ released in a few days, 
(Footnote: iie|K>rt by telegram No. 73, December 2, of the 
releas<' and saft* arrival at Tayeh of Father Kreutzin.) 

486 

Nov. 10 

From the Consul General at Canton (teL) 

Hecoipt of (jflicial notification that West River is to be 
hlorkathsi November 21 and closed to all shipping; informa- 
tion that the tbrisul General is taking the same attitude as 
adiipted in May and is informing the U. S. S, Mindanao^ 
which is ell route to Wuchow; advice that the U, S. S. Helena 
is in iK>rt. 

486 

Nov. 20 

From the Consul General at Canton (teL) 

Issuance by Chinese military authorities of orders to 
release Stamlard Oil Co. lighter Denver which was com- 
mandeen^d at Wuchow on November 17. 

487 

Nov. 21 

From the Consui Gmeral at Cartton (tel.) 

iiej>ort from the Mindanao at Wuchow that Standard Oil 
j Ci). lighter Demur has been released and company's premises 
cli*ariHl of troo{>s; also, that Cantonese troops have with- 
drawn, that the city will remain without protection until the 
Kwangsi forces arrive, and that the Mindanao will remain at 
i inner Wuchow for the present. 

487 
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UBT or PMfZRB 


CHINA 

Msabobbs Takes et the Ukitkd State* worn tee PKorKi-rtoH or AMBEtCAE 
Lite* asu pKorKUTT is C'misa- -C*onUn««*<l 


BEtAgKl 


Nov. 22 Fmm Chargi in Chinu ii^L) 

(IC^O) Ckimtimodorjn chietM liwtruetionn to mivAl in Bauth 

Chinn to dtlJiin^tftrd Wo»i Elver ftnlHetionii mntl lo ofiemte «i 
their dlmireiion, 

Teleitrmm from the Foreigii Mlnleter, Kovemtier 21 (text 
printed) « giving nnture of the Went River reetrietkinii. 

The Ctinr|c4^« intention to reply that Cotmiil Oenetml at 
Canton k b^ng irmtnietedi lo make it elear ttiat U. B. naval 
veeeeb must eontinue perforinanev^ of their dotieii aiithorlie<l 
under treatiett and that, eliouid they Iw ititerferrd aith etid 
diffieultiea reeult to either naiat veeeele or tnercliasitmen. 
reeponeibility aitl reet alth the Chitieee autlioritliMi. 

Nov. 22 Freifi lAe Comui in Charge ai lo lA# AftOMler i» CAIno 

Looting by eommuniiitJi of Amerleati inleiiion at Shak Chin, 
Kwangtung, on No%*emlier I. 

Nov. 23 From lAe Cmsui Central al Cftnlim (Idf.) 

Requeet to eomtnander of Aiindlanao at Wiirhow that he 
advlee Americana to leave if {nxMiible, in viear of annouismi 
Intention of Cantoneae aiithorllieii to l»omb Wueluiw Irorti 
the airj warning to Cantoneiie that I?. H- Covemment will 
expect that ever>* {trecaullon las taken to avoid harm to 
Americans and their {irotierty. 

Nov. 26 From lAs Comiui Omoroi ai Coniim (kl) 

Advice that Cantoneae admirai profniiied that limlnirtlona 
would he given to avoid Anieriimit |»ro|>efty In Wueluiw and 
was pleased to know that Aineriean-o\% ne<i pro|>erty %vf»uhl lie 
marked by American tlags sprea<l on roof, 

Rc|>etUiou of this information to the .t/indornto at Wiichtm , 

Nov. 26 From lAs Comui Cenerol of Con(t*n (tri.y 

Information tliat Cantonese airiilanes liotnl*eil Wwrhow 
from the air, adth no damage to foreign peixms or pro|wrty. 

Nov, 26 To iho Charge in China (ki.) 

(388} Instructioim ttiat note to Fcmdgsi Miniiitrv should empha* 
else intention of American naval authoriUes to ccstiforni to the 
wishes of Chinese authonties rt'garding navigation of West 
River as far as may be coinisatibie with duties fwriformed by 
the former under authorisation of the treaties. 

Nov. 28 From IA« Chargi in China (kl.) 

(1050) Information that the Charge’s reply to the Foreign Minister 
will use the phraseology cc»fitaine<l in lJie|>art mentis ielegratn 
No, 388 of November 26. and will iw telegraphed to the coin* 
mander in chief and to the Consul General at Canton. 

Dec. 3 From the Charg4 in CAtno (fel.) 

(1070) Instructions to the (Jonsiil at Nanking to deliver to the 
i'oreign Minister a (text printed), reciueslitig, in view of 
^pture by bandits of cities near Kanehow, Kiaiigsi, that steijs 
be taken to protect American citisens at Kanchciw. 

Dec. 4 From the Constd Oeneral ai Canion (UL) 

Anival of the Mindaimo at CanUm, December 3, and rciwt 
that am American mi^lonaries on West River are aale. 
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CHINA 


MBAStJBias Takbn by th* Unsticd States fob the Protection of Ambeican 
Lives and Profeety in China— Continued 


number 

HubjtHit 

Page 

1929 
Dec. 4 
(1076) 

From th€ C%arg4 in China (teL) 

Advice tliat, in reH|>on 2 M} to communication from the Foreign 
Ministry stating tliat time limit for the blockade of West 
Hivor is to eKtendcd and requesting that American warships 
and merchantmen bo instructed to refrain from navigation, 
the Charg6 stated that the Americasi autliorities would be in- 
formed but re-afiirmed the position taken in the Igjgation's 
recent note. 

492 

Dec. 6 
(1092) 

From the Charg4 in China (ieL) 

To the commander in chief: Telegrams from the Consul at 
Nanking (texts printed) reporting that the Government is 
making largc-acaio preparations to deal with mutinous troops 
near Pukow and recommending the advmability of having an 
.American naval vesstd at Nanking; the Charge's concurrence 
in the recommendation. 

(Footnote; Dispatch of U. S. 8, TuUu to Nanking.) 

492 

Doc. 7 
(1099) 

From the Charg4 in China (tel,) 

From ilank«w% December 0: Existence of tense situation at 
Ichangduc! to movement of rebellious trooijs in that direction; 
information that American and other foreign gun!>oat« are 
standing by ; also that U. H. 8, Guam was fired on oeiow Ichang 
the previous day. 

493 

Df'C. 7 
(UOI) 

From (he Vhargi in C/i»«a (tel,) 

From Hankow, December 5: Advice that shipping is being 
ht'Evily fired «|H>n l>etween Ichang and Itn, and that the Guam 
will escort American ships through the danger asone. 

493 

Dec. 8 
(1107) 

From the Chargi in CAina (fel.) 

To the commantier in chief; Opinion that, if situation in the 
Vangtxe region should result in local disorders and Chinese 
authorities cannot give adequate protection, Americans should 1 
1)0 adviwnl to withdraw to places where they can be protected i 
j or from wduch they may bo evacuated. 

494 

Dec. 9 
(HIO) 

From (he Char^fi in China (teL) 

j From Nanking, Decemljcr 8: Information that the Consul 

j has advised American women and children to withdraw, that a 
rtuiiilier hav<j dc|>iirtad for Bhanghai, and that the Thtlsa has 
arrived. 

' Hepetition of this information to the commander in chief. 

494 

Dec. 9 
(1U2) 

t From (hr Chitrgi in Chifia (teL) 

Hmn of coiiuiiander in chief to leave Manila for Bhanghai on 
December 1 1 ; dispatch of destroyer division to Chinese porta. 

494 

Dec. 9 
(1420) 

To (he Charge in China 

Information that the withholding of American naval protec- 
tion from American vessels contracting to carry opium is in 
conformity with Bino- American treaties and American legisla- 
tion; also,' that there ap|M?ars to be no objection to the with- 
holding of such protection from vessels engaged in the transport 
of arms and munitions. 

495 
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U&T OF F4FSE8 


CHINA 

Mkabueks Tak»n »t tm» United State* ron t«* Feotecticik oir AMEEicAii 
LiVSU AND PeoPERTT Iff ChIKA- Ccifltlliliril 


£iumb«r I 






1929 
Dec. 10 
(1119) 


From the Churgi in Chimt (hi:) 

From Shangimi, Drcember 9 : Decbiim cif ClrmTiU 

to reply to incpiirieii by AtaUng that eoinlitkihA thmiigiitiiii 
China are unsettled aiifi that, while he kmm« of no ronerela 
instance that wmilf! iu«tify adviaitig withtirawal from HcmicIiow 
and Wuaih to Shanghai, he dlslikeii to acci'pt the rea|»of»iiihUitv 
of being the authority for the retaining at thoae place* of 
women anti chiitireii. 


Dec. 11 


Dec. 12 
( 1130 ) 


To the Brithh Ambaeiadof 

Infonnation, in responae to inquiry regarding iniwurea oiui- 
^mplateti or taken for the protection of Arneriran iiwtioiiaU in 
China, that it is U. S. policy to evacuate ritiii UA fnuu itlaeoA of 
danger to place* adhere they may lie aileiiuatflv firoteeiiHl and 
that no atemi have lieen taken to add materially in the ariiiiMl 
forces in Ciiiim: ineiiMiratithtin allowing dbfrili'iilinn of C. S. 
laiui and naval forces in China ttext priisti*<h, 

From the Chargi in Chinn (hi.) 

From Nanking, Di'cemtier II; intention of evacuating t*iin. 
sulate and withdrawing all Americans in the event of an emer- 
gency. 

To Nanking: Approval of plan; reiMditioii to Ihqsirtmf nt of 
Coniiiil » telegram and Is^gation's leply, and infiirmatinii to the 
commander in chief. 

(Footnote: Approval by l>cpartfiietit in teh griun No. 412 of 
pcceml>or 12, o^f plan for evacuation of Consulate and with- 
drawal of Americans.) 


496 


497 


Dec. 13 


From the CohmuI (Uneral at i^nnion (hL) 

Abaiuiei? of intimation of rtHi|H?ning of navigatiun on West 
River; departure of British gunlioiit for Wuchow with Unni fur 
foreigners. 


498 


Dec. 14 
(1147) 


Dec. 14 


From (he Chargi in China (hi.) 

From Shanghai. Deeeiiifier I!: Desire for approval of eom- 
mumcation from the (jutstdate («i*ueral to the senior Aiiii'fi- 
can naval ofiicer at Shanghai (U*n prinledi stiggi^sting that a 
naval be aiichorcni in front of the Shaiighai I’ower C *o. mi 
a precautiun^y measure, particularly since the iiMing of that 
company to American ownership traietfem the n siwmsibilitv of 
protecting the hglit and power from an international u> a single- 
powder rcHponHihilitv. 

From t!hftnKhai/r).ecinlHT 12; tlmi 

ber^ing would not unusual, as wnrsliiiM have freituently 
anchored there even during normai titniw. 

Inforniation that tht? commainler in chief is being advised 
and that the C harg6 concurs in the views of the Coiisu! ( •* iierah 

j Memorandum hg (hr AMMiartI Srrrehiry o/ ,s*nj|r 
! Tj S^?*J'’!**^M\*** with till* Japanest? .^mbassailor concfTiuitg 
I British inquiries to both the 1.. 8, and Japanes*^ I hivernitieistH 

the eontemplatcni for the protection of tiattonab in 

' tnc presttnt crisis m < htiia. 
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MEA8T7RM TaKBN BT TH» UnITBD StATBS BOR THU ProTBCTIOK OP AmBBICAN 
Lives and Propertt m China — Continued 






UBT OF FAPHmS 


lOLIX 


CHINA 

Muhdee oy TiiitisK AumavA^i Catholic Missionarikb by Chinbsb 
Banihtb — ^C ontinued 


numl>ur j 


SuhJ«*et 




1920 

Sept. 13 From the Comxd Oemrul at Hnnkaw to the A^ini^ter in China 
(Ir 828) Infomuition thnt ft hiu) b©e»ii received from the Com- 
of Foreign Afriurs for Hunan, September 5, which 
HtftteB that C'hen i'BU-ming, a bandit leacier, was executed 
although it does not state that lie was implicated in the 
murder, and also advises that s»H|x^cts Chang Liu I^ao Koand 
Vang Ta-fong will l>e tried for the crime, 

Fr/ijo ihr Cmtntd Genera! at Hantow to the Mmister in China 
I'nderstanding that Chen Tsu-niing and Mao Chi-ying are 
Htili at large; iH^ceipt of ooinmunieation from Commissioner of 
Foreigii AtTiiirs at Changsha stating that Chang Liu l.ao Ko 
lijis bisui executed; Instruetiona to Consul at Changsha to urge 
iio i liien to nuiew elTorta to capture Chen Tsu-ming and Mao 
(id-ying. 

From the Amtrimn Chargi in China to the Chinese Afinieter 
for Foreign 

Itequest that atringent orders l>e issued to Ho Chien to 
fipprefuuid and punish ('hen Tsu-ming and Mao Lion-ch'ang 
as well as others of the inur«lerei>i still at large. 

< Foot mite: llce<*iiit by the I leimrtinent In May 1930 of 
nqiorts that C'lien Tsu-ining was alive and continuing bandit 
j activities; re|H>rt in April 1931 that he had lieen received into 
the <.*hiii<‘se Army. 


Oct. 1 7 I 

85-1) j 


Nov. 30 
(932) 


510 


511 


612 


Di al Nationality or V .\ni;n Statks Citijikns of Chinksib Descent 


1929 
May 17 
(61783 


From the Comnl General at tShanghui 

Hequest for instructions as to furtlier course of action to be 
foliowetl regarding the case of W. Y. Char, an American citi- 
/i*n <»f ('hiiH'se race, upon whom the Provisional Court imposed 
ft thre<* months' sentence, ami who was released by police 
ftuthorities of the International Bettlcment at request of the 
D'gfilion, 


513 


Jtily Kt 


CiTfi. 


July 30 
dVS2i 


From the .1/iwi.dcr in China (feL) 

Krniu Sluinghai. July 12: Information that Mr. Char was 
iirn^Hted in the (‘hineso-atlmiiiistenHl art?u and the Chinese 
iMithorities refused to iT»leas<! him, apparently inteiuling to 
rom|Hd liim to serve the months* sentence; request that 

Department lie informed and/or proUmt fileti with Foreign 
Minister. 

From Shangluii, July 15: Suggestion that Foreign Minister 
im reqmvsted to instruct Chinese authorities at Shanghai to 
releti.‘.e Mr. C/har on m‘eurity, |H‘nding settlement of his citizen- 
shi|» status. 

Itrijuest for telegraphic instruction.s. 

From the A/im infer in China (tel.) 

From Shanghai, July 29: Uecommendation for early action 
on the ('liar matter in view' of the important principle 
involve*!. 

Hequest for instruct ions. 
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usr or PAFSBS 


CHINA 


Dual Nationalitt or Uniteu States Citiiens or Chinkmk DEscKwr— Con. 


Dftteft&d 

mml>er 


aab>«oe 




1929 
Aug. 15 


(272) 


Tc the Minister in Chitm 

Opinion that facta in the cane, while not Icgallv ftufhcient to 
effect Mr. Charge expatriation, warrant and Jiiitify U. H. 
Government’s refusal to intervene in his behalf an an American 
citlxen; instnictions that the I^^gation and Conaulate General 
should take no action to effect 51 r. Char’s relfase from ciistcidy 
of Chinese authorities; nonobjection, however, to participatioii 
of the Consul General in poesthle protest by consular IhkIv on 
the ground of alleged vlofatioit of the Mixed Court itendition 
Agreement. 


518 


Sept. 14 From the Minister in China (teL) 

(826) From Shanghai, September 12: Intention of informing Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs that the I?. B. Government con- 
siders Mr. Char to t>e a ciiisen of twth C’hlna and the United 
States, but that, on account of his past conduct in emphasising 
his Chinese citizenship, it will make no further request for hia 
release. 

Information that the Minister replied, approving this view. 


518 


Oct. 3 From (he Minister in China (tei,) 

(863) From Shanghai: Advice that Fong Koon Look, an Ameri- 
can-born Chinese, has lK»en sued in the Cliinew^ liistrict court 
and that judgment by default will Im» enten'il against him if he 
fails to ap|x*ar; information that protect haa Iw'^n lodgml with 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs. 

Information that the case of Hr. T. V Lieu in Shiiughai is 
somewhat similar to the Char cam' but ibtfenuit in that I>r 
Lieu liaa never identified himself with the (‘hineae Government 
or emphaaized hia Chinese citizenship. 

Eecjuest for instruct urns. 


519 


Get. 11 
(332) 


Oct, 30 
(6231) 


Dec. 3 
(1415) 


TV) the Minister in China (trl.) 

Instructions to accord Mr. Fong and Dr. Lhni the protec- 
tion pmacrilH’d by extratiTrltorialily orovij^ions. if it is true 
that they were btirn on American soil, are registered at the 
Shanghai Conaulate General as .American citizens, anti have 
done nothing to emphasize their <*liinesi« citizenship. 

From the Consul Ornernl at Shanghai to (hr Mtnisfrr in China 
^ Information that Chinese attthorities rontenil that Mr. 
Fong is a Cldnese citizen Iwcause he hivs failed to serun' a 
denaturalization certificate; observation that ht' cannot mtutv 
a dcnaturalizathuj certificate so h»ng as he is tie* defemlant in 
a civil suit and has a judgment outstaniiing against hint. 
Gpinion that agreement should Is* ri'ached with the Fimdgn 
MiiUHtry in regard to the status of itrTnam of dual naiinnalit v. 
Huggestion that all is^rsons now registeretl at consulates «»r 
who register in the future might be advisetl to secure denaliiraL 
ization certificates. 

To the Chargi in C7ima 

Instructions to inform conaular offlcf^rs not to enc 4 iurage 
American citizens of Cluiu*se race to applv for dennturaiiza- 
tion certificates but merely, if it l>ecomi»s advisaMit to discuss 
the subj€*ct, to invite their attention to the apiilicable provi- 
sioim of the Nationality I .aw. 
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I48T OF PAPFBS 




CHINA 

Cancelation of the Embakoo on Shipments or Arms to China and Ter- 
mination or THE Aoreement To Ebfrain From Assisting China in Naval 

CONSTllOCTION 







hxxn 


LiBT or 


CHINA 

Cancjblatxok or rnm EiiaAEoo ok BntriiKKTfi or A%un to CtiiHA aho Tan- 
MIKATION OF THK AOERKMKKT TO EeFRAIK FiIOM AhiIIBTIKO ClflKA IK NaVAL 

CoKSTEUCTiOK — Conti nuocl 


}>ftt«and 

number 


1929 
Apr. 19 
(295) 


Apr. 25 
(157) 

J Apr. 2(5} 


Apr. 27 
(139) 


Apr. 27 


Mav 2 
(330) 


St‘pt. 20 
(3J3) 


Ort. 5 
(327) 


Oct. 14 
(1378) 


Subirci 


Fat* 


From ihe Minuter in China (tel,) ^ 

Decision of diplomatic body to notify Foreign Minister on 
April 26 of cancelation of arms emtmrgo as of that date; 
adoption by the }>owers participating in the rorollarv agree- i 
mont of a resolution teriittnating that agret'inent as of April 19. 

To the Afininter in China (tei.) 

Instnictioim to telegraph wliat, if any, are present Ckiverti 
mont restrictions on tin{>orlatioim of arms. 

From the ^Senior Afini^ier in China to the Chinese Minister fttr 
Foreign Affaire t 

Notification of eancelatiuii of arms embargo agreiMitenl. 

To the Afiniater in China (iel.) | 

Information that Prc^sidentlal prorlaiiiation of March 4, ’ 
1922, regarding shipment of arms t«i t'hina will In? left nndis* 
turl>^ and that exports of arms and mnnitiems of war for 
of the Chinese CJovernineiit will Ih» atithori^sed ofion re«(ti<<iit 
by the Chinese (Soverninent through its representative in 
Washington, prtisiieelive ex|H>rt«Ts bi’ing retpiired to weure 
export licenses from th»* Department t>f J>tate. 

ilfcmorondwm dy the Aawintant Srrrrtartf «/ State 

Conversation with the (tt»riitait Anil*assa«li»r in which the 
Ambaitsador state<l tiiat, npiin expiration iif l?»e Itertnan 
embargo law on April 30, his t«overoiuent would have im 
authority to exercise control over Ck rinau shipments of arin*<. 

From the Minirtrr in (liinn (trt.) 

Telegram from the Consul at Nanking (text prmtiib 
afivising that the C toverninent in ntiw pre{»ariitg regulations 
governing imiKirtation and suhseipifid at Brio« nml 

j ammunition, exclusive of importations for hunting nr st-lf 
j defense for which regulations are already in evisliniee. 

j To the 5ft « infer in China (irt.) 

Winingness to iiecepi itotihealion from Is^gatiou that 
Chinese iloverniueiit has issue*! import i*erinit iis aUt^rnative 
: to retpiest for export to he made l»> Chinese < oiverttioeut 
I through its representative in Washington; oltservatnui that 
! proHiHictive exnorters will still he r«*»iuired h* s*'eure export 
liceniM*s througli Department of .'^tate; ioMtructioivH to sugg»*si 
j pruecHiurc. 

I To the Afiniater in China (iel.) 

ConcluHion, after consideration of tlie .Minister's sogge^^tiNl 
, procedure and cominents, t!mt wriotis dilln nltiis %%o!dd ar*s» 

, if any alternative were authoriided to re>|uiretm?nts mU fort^; 
in Department's telegram No. h’iu iif Anrd 27 ; instr ietions t>* 
inform interested pers*»ns that export iieens 4 »s wiU Is* isstn d 
i only upon presentation of retpieHt hv Chinese tlijilomat n* 

I representative at Wasliington. 

To the 5/iwi«/cr in China 

: Observation that the re<|uireinent imposed as a coiiditittfi 

precedent to the issuing of export Hrenses is in suhstaiitml ae- 
I cord with chapter H article 2, of the arms coiiventiun stgiuHl 
i at Geneva in 1925. 
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530 
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I*IBT OF FAPEBS 


I/XXin 


CHINA 

Canc»i#ation of tub Embargo on Shipments of Arms to China and Ter- 
mination OF THE Agreement To Refrain From Assisting China in Naval 
Construction— C on ti nued 


0«te and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1920 
Nov. 15 
(1400) 

To the in China 

Coafinnation of Minister’s conclasion that so far as Ameri- 
can law is concerned American citiaans are free to import arms 
into China from Europe. 

534 

Attitud* of tub IIbpabtmkkt ok Statb in Rbqabd to the Promotion of 
Sales of American Aircraft in China 

1929 
Mar. 16 
(1140) 

To the Aft stater in China 

Instructions to inform consular oillcors that, while the De- 
partment is anxious not to discourage their ciforts to focus at- 
tention of prospective purchasers of commercial aircraft upon 
aircraft of American manufacture, they should observe scru- 
pulous impartiality in assisting American competitors. 

534 

Apr. 6 
(12!) 

To the Minietrr in China (teL) 

Inalulity of Department to approve proposed rental or sale 
by ChiriisH intcresHts to Chinese interests of airplanes for an 
obviously military purj^ose. 

536 

May 

(101) 

To the *^finieier in Chino (teL) 

Btatoinent from the chairman of the board of Aviation Kx- 
ploriiUon, Inc. (text urinU'd), that Chinese aviators will be used 
to the fullest ptuisible extent In the comi>any’s enterprise; in- 
structions to dirt»et th<* Consul at Nanking to convey this 
message as from the company to sucli Chinese autliority m he 
sees fit. 

536 

Oct. 12 

To thr Coneid at Nanking 

Inforntation that consular officerH shotild not participate in 
negotiations fur purchase by i'luneae (lovernment of anas or 
munilionHof war. 

^ (Funtiude: Ke<|uest to the Minister In China, in instruction 
No. I3H0, Oet<iber 16, tiiat consular olhcers he informed of this 
instruction,) 

537 


Himi i Tiox OF AxtBRU'AN Akmed Forces in China 


1929 
Jan. 2 

(2) 

i 

To the MtniMtrr in China (teL) 

j Infonnntion that the commander in chief, Asiatic Fleet, has 

* lu*en authorised to withdraw the U. S. Marino force from 

1 Tientsin during latter part of January. 

638 

J&n. 8 

; From thr Minister in China to lirigmiier Ceneral Smedlef/ D, 

* ii itlrr, Vammamiing Third ihignde. United States ii(arin€Sj 

* 7**raf»m 

; Farevk'cU inessiige and expression of appreciation for the 

j cooperation and services rendered by the Marines. 

538 

Feb. 7 
(55) 

To the Minister in China (Id.) 

Plan of Navy Department to withdraw three light cruisers 
from China on April 25. 

539 



LXXIV 


U&T OF FAFEF8 


CHINA 


B-BDUCfTlOK OF AlllEICAN AeMEO FoRCEH !K 1 ( OlUltHleil 


X>ateand 

number 

Buhleec 

Fifi 

1929 
Apr, 24 
(135) 

To the Minieter in China (trl.) 

Request for opinSon n'ganlina pixuiililc u itluiraww oi »ti «r 
part w Marine force from Shanghai. 

530 

Apr. 30 

To the Secretary of the Napy 

Opinion, in view of the resiirgenee of ifUernal dlsoffli^r in 
China, as reported by the Minister in (*liiiia aiul (‘uiisiil (Jen- 
era! at Canton, and the former's feeling that further retlueiion 
of Marine forces available for proteetion of Aineriean lives 
and property would involve grave risk, that the Marine force 
at Bhanghai should not lie withdrawn, 

(Footnote: Information from the Navy l>e|»artiinud. 
March 4, 1030, that the Marine force al Bhanghai consisle<| td 
about 1,200 men.) 

1 530 

I 

! 

i 

! 

1 

) 

May 2 
(341) 

From the Minieter in China (ieU 

From Shanghai, 5fay 1: Itcrommendatinn fur eoniinuatiee 
of the Marines in Shanghai, and n^asotis for this view. 

540 

! 

t 


Attitude of the or StAin liriiAHOiNti riisNt;i«K (*oiii*i aints 

Against Msmbees of the Amehican Ahueii l*Vm< ea ih C'litNA 


1929 
Dec, S 
(1417) 


To Chorgi in China 

Opinion tnat the Htiggri^teii tniUHtiT tr» the l\ H <*nurl f«»r 
Chins of jurindict ion over fmiee of iifUMirtsnrr inv*»lviiig rhrirK»‘*^ 
by Chinese against iiu»iiilH*rn of the I . H, srni* <i f»»rees in t hins 
would be iimdvisiihlr: reiiuest that the C’hari/^ in*<irori ruti- 
sular oflleers tc? slftird «U fu I* S. iniUtnrv 

and naval authorities charged with rrs|Muisit»ility fi»r disjHJMiing 
of such cas(^s. 


542 


Insistence bt China Ufon the Heunoi ihiimknt or nnit u iUoiiTs 

BY THE United »States and Ctinru IhiwEns 


1929 

Jan. 5 A/fmorendam bg Ihe Vhitf of tht Ihvi»um o/ Far i^antfrn Ajlairg 
Conversation with the < liinew* *S|»»*rinl |{e|ireM*niative who 
propoaoti conclusion of a sitiij4e treaty i»r«niilu»K f.*r ternuf»a« 
tion of extratorritorialitv on Jiih 1, luuii, aimI pres- nted two 
inemoramia from the t^hineM* f,4'gafe»n prn»l«*ds «oii 

relating to the Cdiines#>italiaii ireaiv of Novend«*r *i7. 
the other setting forth suggedion that the t Ioihm' iioyrrn- 
merit would takii into iu jM»rvire (,>t a :i->rAr pi n***! a nninbi r 
of foreign legal counwlors to olwrve the ^»*»rk»iig t»f t‘hinrse 
courts and to make recoiniiiendaliouH fur impfoveiiu nt »»f 
and their atiminbtration. 


Jan. 8 


FfOM f/if Assisfanf jtSrrrrfarf/ af Staff lo thf n/ (hw lijiTiios 

o/ Far Emtern Affairs 

Inability to see any advantage in suggestion fur foreign legal 
CK^unselors. 


543 


546 



mm OP PAPERS 


LXXV 


CHINA 

lNSI8T«!KC» BY CHINA XJPON THB R»I.INQ0ISHMS5NT OT EXTKATBRBITOKIAL RIGHTS 

BY TH» UNiraB States and Other PowB3as — Continued 


pAte and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1929 


Jan. 9 


Memorandum by the Chief of the Dipition of Far Eastern Affairs 
Conversation with the Chinese Special Representative, at 
which the Assistant Secretary of State was also present, in 
which it was emphasized that the Department could not con- 
sider a proposal regarding relinquishment of extraterritoriality 
wliich would place Americans in a position less favored than 
that of nationals of the most-favored nation. 


546 


Jan. 10 


Memorandum by ike Chief of the Dimsion of Far Eastern Affairs 
Conversation with the Chinese Special Representative in 
which the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs ob- 
servetJ that the tentative proposal submitted on January 6 
did not offer a basis Cor discussion and stated also, in response 
to inguiry as to what sort of working scheme would be required, 
that hc^ ha«i in mind provisions which would meet the situation 
reported on by the Extratenitoriality Commission in 1926 
and which would carry out the recommendations of that 
Commission. 


547 


Jan. n 


Feb. 19 


Mar. 13 
(173) 


Memorandum by the Chief of the iHvision of Far Eastern Affairs 

Conversation with the Chinese Special Representative, 
who in<iuired whether the Department would be willing to 
consider entering into a treaty similar to the Chinese-Italian 
treaty, and was advised that if the substance of a group of 
provisions, similar to that treaty, were informally and un- 
officiallv put in writing, it would be submitted to higher officers 
in the Department for consideration. 

To (he Japanese Embassy 

Views on question of revision of treaties with China; expres- 
«ii>n »^f wiUingness to discuss extraterritorial matters Informally 
with reijrcaentatives of the Japanese and other governments. 

From (he Minister in China (tel.) 

Pre,ss dispatch from Nanking, March 12 (text printed), re- 
p«jrting Foreign Minister’s understanding that the U. S. Gov- 
ernment is exchanging views with other governments concern- 
ing ahnlillon of consular jurisdiction and his expectation that 
foreign consular jurisdiction will be abolished before the first of 
the year. 


Mar. 15 | From the Consul Ceneral ett Shanghai 
(6036) Memorandum by Consul E. J. Jacobs (text printed) of inter- 
! view by representatives of the Kcmmerer Commission of Fi- 
I nancial" Advisers to the Chinese Government, March 12, re- 
! garding certain phases of extraterritoriality bearing on the 
! qucf^titni of onforcemoni of fiscal legislation. 

Mav 2 . From the Chinese Minister 

^ Note from the Chinese Government (text printed), request- 
ing immediate am! sympathetic consideration of desire that 
the restrictions on China’s jurisdictional sovereignty be re- 
moved at the earliest possible date. 

(Footnote: Heceipt by the Minister in China of a similar 
note, dated April 27.) i 


548 


549 

554 


564 


559 




IXSXVI 


LtBT OF FAFEES 


CHINA 

iNSISTICNCa BT CHINA UFON TH» B»)UINQHS»II 1 I»NT OF EXTHATSHIIITOIllAX# HIQHT6 
BT TE» Unitbb Staths anb Otheh Powbhb — ContillUfKi 


Data and 
mimbar 


1929 
May 3 
<146) 


May 6 
(355) 


May 7 
(360) 


May 9 
(308) 

Mav 9 
(2082) 


May 2! 
C40i>) 


May 2i 


Mav 22 
(410) 


Mav 23 
(413) 

May 27 
(129) 


Sublw-t 


To iho Mini^ttr in China (ieL) 

Hequest to be aciviBe^i whether iiotee similar to the Chinvm 
note of May 2 have Ijeen nwivcwl hv the Minktem of the 
United States, Great Britain, France, llraBil, Norway, and the 
Netherlands; invitation to submit eommeiits or suggestions on 
reply to be xna<{e. 

From iho Minister in Chinn (tri.) 

Keoeipi by the Minister of note dated April 27; receipt of 
similar notes by interested colleagu«?s; intcittlon of Bcudor 
Minister to call meeting of inlereste<l <)iphmtatic representa- 
tives to exchange views. 

From the Aftnisfer in Oiina (tef,) 

Belief that the termination of extratcrrlti*riallty would 1 m' 
followed by a progrcH«ivc itiieuBlflcation of iil-ft^cHiig lietweon 
foreign nations and China; opiiiton of the M inkier and his 
BritiBh, French, and Netherlands colleagues that replltw should 
t>o substantially identical and should state that any nuKith- 
cation is deemed premature {mnding further dentonstratlon hv 
Chinese judicial institutioiis of capacity to deal with cases that 
affect foreign interests. 

From (he Mifnntvr in Chinn (trL) 

Draft reply prepared by the American Miidstcr atnl inter- 
ested colleagu(}s (tc.xt printed). 

From (ho Jlfinisfcr in (*hinn 

Ojiinion that essence of the problem is not a matter of emh's 
and principles of law, hut the qtiestion of their res|«*ct and 
prop€*r application. 

From the Afinisfer in Chinn ((rt.) 

From Shanghai, May 20: I{csi»lutinn by the American, 
British, Froncli, and Japanese Clmnds^rs uf*Cr»mmcrre. Mav 
10 (text printeti), petitioning the |»o%vcrs to refrain from *m<Kli. 
fying the existing status of foreigners In ('hina until a tntiher 
joint invcHtiiBsatlon shall have demonstrated China's fulflllmrm 
of the conditions indicated by the hNtraterriUjrialitv 
mission. 

llMemoraruiurn bij the Chief oj the DiW^iVoi of Far FUiMtrrn AffnirM 
i Conversation with the First HeerfUah uf the Jamnese 
iMid^^y who inquired if the French Covernmenf hatl ap- 
Iproachod the U. H. Government on the subject of retdy to ine 
Chinese note, and also inttmati»d timt all the governments 
sfiould work together. 

From the, MintHirr in (%inn {(el.) 

Information that liritish draft reply, which is lengthv and 
argumentative, will tm considered at a meeting of the in- 
terested diplomatic representatives; also, that tho French Mlii- 
mter has fieen authorised to replv along Hncis similar to draft 
aubnutted in telegram No, 35H of May 9. 

From the MhiUter in Chinn (tri.) 

Preference of majority of interi*s*ed diploinattc colleagues 
for draft reply submittetl in telegram No. 368 tif May 9. 

From the ChnrgS in Great Britain <ieL) 

British draft reply (text printed). 


561 

561 

562 


563 


565 


566 


,567 


56g 


569 


569 



I-IST OF PAPBTRB 


IJXJCm 


CHINA 


lN8X8TaNC» BY CHINA UpON THK RuUNQtJISKMKNT OF EXTRATKaHITORIAX. RIGHTS 
BY TH» Unitisd »Stat»h AND Othkr Powbrs — Continued 


DAta md 
namber 

Suhjoct 

Fago 

1929 
May 31 
(iZB) 

From ihe Miniater in China (ieL) 

lioceipt by the Belgian and Japanese Ministers of confiden- 
tial intiinations that C^hlneso Government intends to declare 
the abolition of all extraterritorial rights next January 1. 

672 

Juno 8 

Memorandum hy the Aaaintard Seertiary of Stale 

Convoniatlon between the British Ambassador and the Sec- 
retary rd State in which the latter stated that he would have 
to diHcusH tlu? extraterritoriality matter with the President be- 
fore any decision could \m reached. 

673 

Juno 11 
( 1922) 

From the Miniatrr in the Mtlherlands 

1 Infonxmtion that the Netherlands re|)ly» sent to Peking, but 
not yet delivered, atates in conciliatory ternis that the Chinese 
dtunand cannot be accepted l}eeai!Be a rcasonaVdo protection of 
Net herlands iatercHis is deemed necesHary. 

574 

June 13 

Memorandum hy the Attnuiani Secretary of Slate 

(Conversation with the Netherlands Minister in which he 
stated hope tliat the powers would do nothing to give up the 
guarantees they had in China. 

674 

June 17 

From the American Chamber of Commerce ai Hankow to Freni- 
dent Htmvtr (leb) 1 

Opimsitiou to any commitment by the U. B. Government 
tenaing to modify extraterriturial status. 

675 

June 21 

hirtnortindutn hy the Aenintant Secretary of tSltnte 

ConviTsation with I'hoiuas F. Millard, Adviser to the Chi- 
nese Government, in which he stated that the present Govern- 
ment would and must demand immediato and unconditional 
surrender of extraterritorial rights. 

675 

Juru» 23 
(213) 

To the Minister in China iteh) 

Dchire fr>r opinion as to prospects for the future, especially 
in tlu» event that the rndc recommended in telegram No. 3(>8, 
May 9, l>e sent, and the (.'hinese denounce their extraterri- 
toriality treaty with the L'nitetl Htattts. 

677 

1 

1 

Juiv 5 
{341) 

From the ^^imnter in China (tel.) 

Ojjinion tViat firm and definite action, inaugurated by dis- 
patch <»f note along Uin? recommended in telegram No. SBH, 
3!av 9, e,srH*ciallv in coojjcration with Great Britain. France, 
Japan, and the Netherlamls. would avert a premature farcing 
* of the cxtraterntoriality issue. 

: 578 

1 

Juiv 9 
(331) 

1 From the Minieier in China (teL) 

j iVench rejily (text printml) to Chinese note of April 27, for 

delivery \vhi i4 the other replies are <leHvered, 

680 

Julv 9 

To iht r in China (tel.) 

1 i)%jvsire for information concerning Chinese evasion of obliga- 

tions. iMjfore discussing present situation with the Chinese 
Minister; reciuest for views in detail regarding recommenda- 
tion for joint action with the powers, inasmuch as such action 
w'ould involve sulistitiition of a policy of international coop- 
eration for the independent policy followed liithcrto. 

: 681 

i 

1 


laccvin 


LIST or PAPEBS 


CHINA 


iNBISTaNCa BT CbINA UfON Tax RXLIHQOIBaiiXKT or KxTBATBRRITOHIAI. lilliHim 
BT THB UnITBO StaTBB AND OrBEX PowBm>-~ ConUnnfcl 


Bale and 
mimbtaf 

Sublart 

j l*«cs 

1929 
July 10 
(172) 

To iho Amba$mdor in Greai Briluiu (lei.) 

InatruotioBa to aaceriaJn mheihor Iho ehauMo iti the 

British Government might involve a change in thinr China 
policy* 

j 

j 58S 

July 16 
(191) 

From the Amimi$ador in Great Britain (l«l.) 

Advice that the British atUlude on the extralerHloriahty 
question remains unchanged. 

i 584 

j 

1 

i 

July 16 
(678) 

From the Minitter m China (tel) 

Information concerning principal eva#tbnii hy the Chinme 
of general oblfgationn; opinion that V. H. cm>|icratitiii with 
other nations In protecting eoiitmon intrresU or in tirf««crviiig 
Identical rights would not Involve any leveraa) of jHiIicy ; 
that it is not too late to avert a forcing of the ext rater riioHality ; 
Issue, 

5 rm 

July 16 
(574) 

From the Minieter i» China (tel) 

Netherlands dndt reply (excer|)t printed); infonnatioii that 
the British, French, and Netherlatida iMations are still holii* 
ing their replies In the h<i|ie of licing able to dUfiatch Ihein 
simultaneoualy with the C. S. reply. i 

590 

1 

1 

July 10 
(195) 

From (he Ambaeaador in Grtai Britain (trij ! 

Information concerning British views on the rxtraterrltoH- j 
^ity issue; also, Jat>anoHe views as oxpnmNed by the Jai^iie#m | 
Ambassador In Ix»!uioti. j 

591 

July 17 
(196) 

From the AmbaeMador in Grrat Britain itri,) j 

Advice from the Fon*ign f^»rrrlarv that the new guvrrntneiit ! 
contemplates no change in their China iniliry but that the * 
uncertainty of the Chiiume situation might affect the present 
attitude. 

592 

July 18 

Memorandum by the Aimelant Srer,tary State ' 

Conversation with the Japant^i^ Ainhaspador who otiserveil 
that the crux in the situation lay in tlie quwtiun ut C'hinas 
willmgnc^ to o|)en C*hlna to foreigners if extralerritorinl 
rights were givtm up, and stated his (lovernment « Isdirf that 
there sliouid Ikj some gratlual relimiuishment of extraterritorial 
rights. 

593 

July 23 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Qonvermiion with the British Amlmssador who c%prcmma 
i ^<>''^vrnnieiit's concern over the fxissitdlity that i'hina 
might unilaterally denounce the extraterritorialit v tr«^aiii*«s, 
and inquired when the U. H, note would iw flisimtched, w hethi r 
it was similar in nature to the other notes, aiicl what i:. .s. 
plans w^ere in case China should denounce the treaty. 

591 

July 29 

1 

1 

1 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

Conversation with the Frt»nch Aitibassador who proN^nletl n 
memorandum (text printed), exprt'sslng approval of dinimteh 
f/ ^ hiniise Covenintcnt and sUting* huiHf 

that the L. B. Government would take a similar step. 

Mm 


LIST OF TABWctB 


T .y V T V 


CHINA 


In 81 st»nc» by China IIi*on the Heunqxhskmskt of ExtkatekbitokiaIi Rights 
BY THE United States and Othbb Powers — Continued 


Date 

number 

Subject 

P«B» 

1920 
Aug* t 
<254) 

Tb the Af f miller in CAin« (lei.) 

Draft reply for the Chinese Government (text printed), for 
comideratton of the Minister’s interested colleagues; observa- 
tion that the Department concurs In British view that identic 
notes should be avoided. 

infonnation that copies of dridt note are being communi- 
cated to the Hritish and French Governments. 

(Instructions to repeat to Tokyo, requesting the Embassy 
to comnmnicate copy of draft to the Foreign Office.) 

606 

Aug. 5 
(675) 

From l/ic A/i ninttr in China (UL) 

ArrangiJiiumta with interested colleagues for dating the notes 
August If) and ilcUvering them to the Foreign Office on August 
12; advice that it has iH^n understood all along that replies 
would not bo Identical, although of similar tenor. 

609 

Aug. 15 

Memorandum by the Seereiaryof State 

C'onvcrsatlou with the Chinese Minister in which the 
Minirti4?r cxpri^ani^d his di.«uippointment over the U. S. note 
and tlio Hc^crotary of State, while expressing regret, observed 
that the note contained a constructive suggestion relating to 
negotiations and a gradual termination of extraterritoriality. 

600 

Aug. 10 
(736) 

From the Afinisfer in China (tel,) 

Information concerning nature of Norwegian note dis- 
patched Aiigtisi 15. 

600 

Aug. 27 

Memorandum by (he Aneietnni Secretary of State 

(huiverHntioii with the Japanese Ambassador who inquired 
ennet'rning a prop««al for a warning to bo served by the several 
interested powers upon C3iina not to abrogate unilaterally her 
tri*ati«»s, and was acivised that the Secretary of State had not 
made any decision and had a^lvised the American Minister 
that thiriimttor might Im brought up later and discussed 
if it WJ4.H thought pro|>er. 

601 

Aug. 20 

MrmtnnudHm hy the Chief of the THtneion of Far Eastern J^airs 
t ‘luiverHatinn with the 8**cond Secretary of the French 
Kiubassv wlio inquired whether the U. B. Government had 
acrei>ted tht» principle of simultaneous action with regard to a 
wariitiig to Clhina and was tiifomied that the U. S. Government 
had not accepted the principle and that the Secretary of State 
had m yet ina*ic no decision or commitment. 

601 

3 

^femonmdutn by the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern J^airs 
( ’unvcrHHtioti with Mr. Millard wdio urged that the United 
do everything |M>s.Hihle to encourage and strengthen the 
pn^iicnt Chinese (Jovernment and declared that the mlinquish- 
incnt of extraterritoriaUty was one of the most important 
factors. 

602 

Sept. 10 
(8H) 

From (he Minister in China (leL) 

ChiiM^se note. September 5 (text printed), requesting the 

1 U. H. Government to enter into immediate discussions with 
i the Chinese rcpnwiitattvc for making the necessary arrange- 
1 merits for abolition of extraterritoriality. 

604 

8f»pt. 14 

MemoruiMiiim hy the SecreJary of State 

Conversation with the Japanese Ambassador who stated 
tliat China claimed to have annulled the extraterritoriality 
righta of Japan but that Japan hari not admitted it. 

607 



I>£)CX 


LIST OF PAPERS 


CHINA 

iNaiSTBNOB BT CHINA Ubon th* R*MNQPi»HMEirr Or Rxtrathrritoxial Riortc 
BT the United States and Other I’owerr— Contltiucd 


Dale and 

numhor 


1929 
Oct. 5 
(861) 


Oct. 7 
(865) 


Oct. n 
(329) 


Oct. 17 
(900) 


Oct. 17 
( 001 ) 


Oct. 22 
(342) 


Oct. 25 
(927) 


Oct. 20 
(351) 


8uti}t*rt 


From the Minister in Chino UeL) 

From Canioii, Ottot>cr 4: Iitformation from Natioimliitt 
officials that the Governmofit had j««t considered alHiUtlon of 
extraterritoriality by mandate hiit preferred to negotiate for 
canceiatioi) over a perkxl of yeam, and that the C^hirirse niitm 
were designed to open negotiations for foreign alKilUlon. 

From iho JIftmalcr in Chino iteL) 

Tentative draft note (text printed) preparetl for the inter- 
e«t<?d Ministers by the Senior altnister, aekiunvledglng Chinese 
note of Beptember 5, and stating dis|K>sitiori to study any con- 
crete pra[K>itais which take into considermt ion the main iHiints 
of the previous note sent by each |>ower, tVeision of inter- 
ested Ministers to renew suggestion that the Chinese repre- 
sentatives in the various capitals lie warned of the serimtsnrss 
with which Chinese repudiation or iinpainneni of extra- 
territorial rights would Ix! regarded. 

To ths Minister in China (tel) 

Understanding that proposal contained in telegram No. gn/», 
Octolx^r 7, is for individual, not itlenlie, notrs; ap|«roval of 
draft note, %vith m4idifleatiiuis: atithoriiatom to ronvev si»pa- 
raUdy the Secretary's Muggestton that negntialions Iw^ heiti in 
Wa«lungton at a time eonvenient to the Chinese Ctoverntneni. 

From the *\tinisirr in (’himt {(rl,) 

Draft note (text priulefl) propom’d bv the Hrifif<h M nosier 
in lieu of note wt forth in telegram No. Allfi. Ortots r 7; iiifiuirv 
as to acceptability. 

From the Minister in (*hina (iet.) 

Opinion that the suggestions made In telegram No. 
Octols^r li, would not strengthen the isisHiftn taken in C. H. 
note of August 10; reeommendation that* twfore undertaking 
negotiations, the United States retjiilre from the t'huies** a 
statement of their proposals. 

7'o the Minister in (*hina itrt.) 

Information that hw^t sentence in British draft note would 
not suffice for C. 8. reply, ns C. 8. t Jovernruent’s note of Au- 
gust iO did not pn*dienfe willingness to take jiart in tiegiUia- 
tions upon condition that China shouhl flr»4l comtiiufiieate 
proposals; suggested substitution fnr the last senlrnce tlext 
printed) ; withdrawal of instruction regarding a w’pariitt' coin- 
luuniratlon; instructions to procee*! to prepare note. 

Front the Minisirr in China {Ui.) 

Information that tin? Minister iitbuiut'd his inten^sted r*4- 
leagues of the Secretary's views contained in t# legrain No. 
342 of October 22 aini olTered, subject t** the >Vrretary's ap- 
! pro\ai, to tielay in»te until November I in the hoiio tif M-riiriiig 
^ their cuoi>cratii>n in siimiUaneoiis dinpaich. 

7V) the il/ini>ffr in ("hina W,) 
i Approval of suggesletl delay. 


ft07 


fi07 


ao8 


im 


tuo 


till 


Iil2 


613 



hlBrr OF FAFEHS 




CHINA 


Inbirtjcncis bt China Upon thb HELiNQtJiSHMBNT of Exthatbrritoriai. Bights 
BY THE tlNiTEO Stateb AND Othbr Powers^ — Continued 


PaU md 
number 

Subject 

Fa«e 

1920 
Oct. 28 
(354) 

To the Afinisttr in China (£cZ.) 

Belief that an offer of negotiations provides the sole possible 
means whereby dentinciation of treaty provisions may bo de- 
layed and the period of transition protracted and ameliorated 
so as to safeguard, through a graduated process of relinquish- 
ment, the position of American citizens in China. 

614 

Nov. 2 
(350) 

To tho Afininier in China (teL) 

Eeciuest to be advised wdiat action has been or is being 
taken. 

616 

Nov. 4 
(958) 

From ihe Mini»ter in China (feL) 

Note to the Foreign Minister, Noveml^er 1 (text printed). 

616 

Nov. 7 
(970) 

From (he Minister in China (ieL^ 

Information concerning nature of the British, French, and 
Netherlanda replies of November 1. 

617 

Nov. 8 ] 

Afemorandtitn by the Counselor of Legation in China 

Keport of a meeting at tlie American liegatlon, November 8, 
of the American, British, Japanese, and Netherlands Ministers, 
a representative of the French Minister, and the American 
Counselor, in which tlie British Minister stated that he had 
been instructed to express preference for relinquishment of 
extraterritoriality by categories of jurisdiction rather than by 
tlie geographical metliod; views of the other participants, and 
the American Minister’s preference for relinquishment by the 
geographical method as e.xproased in a memorandum which 
he reaa. 

617 

Undated 
[Rec'fi 
Dec. 2ij 

Memorandum by the Counselor of Legation in China 

Ktatement of views concerning British Minister’s instruc- 
* tions with regard to relinctuishment of extraterritoriality. 

(Footiu>te: Information that copies of this memorandum 
were distributctl at ihe meeting held on November 8 at the 
j .\nierican lA^gation in China.) 

618 

Nov. 9 
(077) 

Fram the Minister in €-hina (teL) 

1 Information eoncu»rning di.scu.ssu)n at Legation, Novembers, 

1 of the British Minister’s instructions with regard to relinquish- 
ment of extraterritoriality. 

1 Press dispatcli from Nanking, November 7 (text printed), 

1 re|iorting that the Chin(‘.se Government helieves the* powers’ 

* replies offer a d«*flnite wav for the abolition of extraterritorial- 
; ity and lias decided to adhere to original resolution to abolish 
i consular jurisdiction on January 1, 1930. 

620 

Nov. n 
(320) 

1 From the Chargi in Great Britain (teL) 

j Inability of Britisli Government to accept i>roposaIs for 

alK>!ition of extraterritoriality by geographical areas. 

621 

Nov. 1 1 

i Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State 

I Gonversation witli the Chinese Minister who stated that 

5 lie had ixjen instructefl to inform the Secretary of State that 
i he was prepared to take up the discussion of abolition of 

1 extraterritorial rights in China. 

621 
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USX OF PAPBKS 


CHINA 


iNSiSTSNc* BY China Upon tb* RsBiNOoieHMENT or Kxtmtkrritokial Kiohts 
BY THE United States and Otheb Poweru -Continued 


Bate e£td 
number 

Subject 

Pt«i 

1929 
Nov. 14 

Memorandum by ihe AmuUmt Secretary of SMb , . * 

Conveniaiion \\Hh the Chiiiem! Minister who Inciuirocl when 
diacuaaiona could Ijcgin aiul waa informed that an i^ii aa tho 
SocreUO' of State returned and eoidd consider the matter, 
the Assietaut Secretary* would Inform the Chlneaie Miiilaler. 

eaa 

Nov, 15 

Memorandum by the AnxiMnnt Secreiary of State 

Conversation heiwtH^n the Acting Si*cretary iState anti the 

British Charge in which the C’harg^ atated itiai hi* thivern- 
incni desired an opportunity to pnweiit r€*a*<»n* f<*r re}ifit{iti*h- 
ment of extraterritoriaUiy by eategoHiw of jnriathrtion rather 
than by geographical areas, and that although they had been 
approached by the Chinese to Issgin separate negtuiation*, they 
behoved that negotiation* »h<uild take place in China ami 
should bo conducted jointly with the |>ow’or». 

624 

Nov, 18 

Memorandum by the Aanetant Secretary of State 

Conversation with the Britiah <'harg6 who set forth the 
British point of view on way* of meeting C'hinaa© deaircii 
regarding abolition of extraterritoriality. 

624 

Nov. 19 
(1009) 

From the Miniate r in China Hel.) 

Ecceipt by French and Ncthcrlandii Minii*trm of Chlncae 
replies urgink that they prtirced to Nanking a* *MH»n aa jMw.fil- 
ble to diacUH* almlition of extraterritoriality; ncmreeclpt of ! 
notes by the American ami British Minister*. 

625 

Nov. 20 
(1014) 

i 

i 

From the ilfiwtstrr in China itet.) 

From Nanking. November lib Information from itir For- 
eign Minister that, owing to the fact that the Aineriraii M*n 
istor was dcimrting from IViping. he had telegraphed hi* 
reply to the Chincue Minister in Wanhifigltui for r«»minunira- 
tion tf> the Department of .<tate. 

625 

Nov, 20 ! 
(1018) 

From the in China (tet.) 

bocal press dispatch (excerpt printed) stating that on No- 
vember 18 the Foreign Minister readiriiied determuiation t«» 
efTeet aimliiton of extraterritoriahty hy January 1. lll.'ll). 

626 

Nov, 21 

Memorandum by the Aaeintant SrrreUtry of State 

C'onversatton Indvieen the Heeretary i*f State and the C 'hincfie 
Minister in which the latter innuircfl whether any derUiiui had 
been reached with regard to the extratiTfilorial ijiieeiiMii and 
was told that the 8eereliiry thought he hail made lii* |H)iotii>n 
clear in the note dispatched on Noveiiilwr 1, 

' fi20 

Nov. 21 
(1024) 

From the Minietrr in f Viiao ftrt.i 

Press liispatch from Nanking, Nt»\end»f'r 2U (text printe^lK 
stating that the tJovernment hn<l »leci«led to isene a ileclaration 
on January 1, 1930. announcing abrngatiuii of extratt-irri 
tonality, and that this did not mean abri)gatit»n of trfatit*n lott 
merely the clause* relating to exercise i*f extraterHl«irial rigid*. 

«27 

Nov. 26 
(1044) 

From the Chargi in China (Id.) 

Keport of inciting of inten^teil Bead* of l*^?gation, Nox^em- 
her 25. in whiclj French and Netherlaml* repreiw* Ida live* 

1 stated views on British suggt**tion* t»f a haai* f«»r extraterri- 
> torial negotiatirms, and the Itritish Miiiiater advist^l that hi* 
(tovernmeid had warnetl thti C'hinewe Minister in Duidon 
agaio.st unilateral denunciation of extraterritorialit v and had 
ri‘fn.N<‘d C ’hiiie.se requtist to hold the negotiation* in t^imlofi. 

628 



UBT OF FAJPimS 


i^xxm 


CHINA 

INSISTXHCX »Y China Cjpon thh Hxunqoishmbnt of Efitbatbeeztohxal Eights 
»t TH» Unitbd Btatbs ano Otheh PowxHs—Coiitinuod 


I>At« md Subject Page 

ttumber ^ 


Nov. 27 From (he Chargi in China (iei.) 629 

(1047) Prtsss dispatch from Nanking, November 25 (text printed), 
stating that the Chinese Ministers in London and Washington 
have been Instnicted to request that delegates be appointed 
before January 1 to discuss settlement of the extratemtoriality 
question, and reporting Chinese decision to abolish consular 
jurisdiction on that date. 

Nov. 29 To ihe Char0 in China (ieL) 629 

(398) Information that the British suggestions regarding extra- 
territoriality are being oonsldered but that the Department 
has not fonimlated its viev-'S In reply or committed itself in 
any way. 

Dec. 2 Memorandum (he Aeeietani Seoretarp of Stode 629 

Conversation with the Chinese Minister in which the 
Assistant Secretary stated that in view of the fact that the 
Chinese Covernamnt had no suggestions to offer as to a method 
for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights, the 
res|>on«ibility for devising a method devolved upon the De- 
partment of Btate, and inquired as to what 8tej>s had been 
taken and w'hat Iniprovements had been achieved m the enact- 
ment and enforcement of a modern system of laws la China. 


Dec. 3 From the Chargi in CAino (fsl.) .... . 

{1074) Information from the British Minister that the Chinese 
Covernment had deeidtHi to abrogate extraterritorial rights on 
January I, and would establish at C-anton, Hankow, Harbin, 
Shanghai, and Tientsin modern courts in which foreign ad- 
vi«?ni w'tnild lie enmloyeii; request for instructions regarding 
attitude which the Legation and consular oSicers are to take 
in event Chinese plans are carried out. 


631 


Dec. 3 From the Chineee Minuter . x 

Memorandum from the Chinese Legation (text printed) 
owtliniiig the pnigress of judicial reform. 

Dec. 3 From the French Embaeeg . ^ 

<if Foreign Minister's instructions to the French 
Minister in China n^garding extra^rritoriality. ^ ^ ^ 

(Footnote: Transmitted to the Dermrtment of State by the 
French Ambassador with a note (excerpt printed) expressing 
desire for comment.) 

Dec. 4 To the iMlieh Chargi xt. 

Aide-mimoire (text printed) commenting on the Hntisn 
pmjHisals for dealing with the question of extraterritoriality. 

Dec. 5 Memorandum bp the Aeeietani Eecreiary of State 

Con%'ersation lietwoen the Secretary of btate and the Chinese 
! Minister in which the latter stated that he felt he wm riot 
making any great progress in his conversations with the As- 
, siitant Secretary, and the Secretary expressed the hope that 
J they would hnd it po^ibie to discuss the various matters 
frankly and come to some conclusion. 


632 

634 

635 

639 






LIST OF FAPEfRS 


IKXXV 


CHINA 


INSISTBNCIS BY CHINA l-'i-ON THE RELlNQtllfiHMBNT OF ExTRATBKBlTOSIAl RIGHTS 

BY THE United States and ^hbr Powers — Continued 


Pftte and 
number 

Subject 

1929 


Dec. 20 

To the French Ambassador 

Comments on document received from the Ambassador on 
I>cceml>er 3; information that the Secretary is committed to 
entering upon negotiations at convenience of the Chinese 
Government and is considering various projects of possible 
coxirnm alternative to Chinese proposal for immediate aboli- 
tion of extraterritoriality. 

Dec. 21 

Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State 

Conversation with the Chinese Minister in which the As- 
sistant BecrctAry explained the un acceptability of the Chinese 
proposal of Decemtier 17 and prcsonted a memorandum of 
comment thereon (text printed) and a note (text printed) 
proposing entrance into an agreement for establishment of a 
commission to examine Chinese laws and to determine whether 
they are l>eing effectively applied by the courts. 

Dec. 21 

From the British Ambassador 

(667) i 

j 

Copy of aide’^mimoire handed to the Chinese Minister in 
Ix^iidon by the Foreign Secretary, December 20 (text printed), 
wliirh Staten willingness to enter into detailed negotiations, as 
noon as political conditions in China permit, with a view to 
agreeing on a method and program for gradual relinquishment 
of extraterritoriality, and declares willingness to agree that 
January 1 should he treated as the date from which the process 
of gradual abolition of extraterritoriality should be regarded as 
having commenced in principle. 

Dec. 24 i 

From the VhnrgS in Chino (tel.) 

(HHH) j 

i 

information that the Foreign Minister, upon receiving text 
of the British aide-memoire of December 20, stated that a 
declaration would im issued on Deccmbei 31 to abrogate extra- 
territoriality efTeetive 6 months thereaftt^r. 

I>cc. 26 

Memorandum by the Aft/fistant Secretary of Stale 

1 Conviyr.sation with tlie Chinese Minister who presented a 

note (text printed) setting forth a count€‘rpropo«al to the U. S. 
j>ro|io>ud of Dece mh€‘r 21. 


Page 


653 


655 


657 


659 


660 


Dec. 2H 
ni97i 


From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

l*nci<'rf<riintlinn th»t the British Minister plans to depart for 
Nanking on Jiwniary 2 to initiate nc^Rotiatioiis for the gradual 
reliiujnishrniMjt of extraterritoriality. 


IVr. 2 H I 

i 


Me TJi or a mi urn by (hr Ckirf of the IHvinion of Far Eaeitern Affairs 
<^>nvl»rsation with the Chinese Minister in which the Chief of 
the Division of Far Kastern Affairs stated that the Chinese 
couMt«*rjiroixmal of December 26 was unacceptable, and pre- 
senter! to the Minister a revised proposal and also read to him 
a statement of the U, H, Government's views (texts printed 
in/ra). 


Dec. 2Si 


To (hr Chinese Legation 

Hovined proposal for the gradual relinquishment of extra- 
territorial rights during a transitional period. 


V n da t e« i To the Ch i nese Ltgai io n | 

Statement that the IT. S. Government cannot as a matter of ! 
Iaw\ and is unwilling as a matter of policy, to assent to the ; 
abolition of extraterritorial rights other than by an agreed upon j 
and gradual process, ‘ 


661 


662 


664 

665 



ICKXXVI 

U8T OF FAPIBS 

I 


CHINA 


Insistbncb bt China Upon thb Rblinovirrment or Kxtrathrkitorial Riawn 

BT thh Unitid Statbb and Otmbb Powbrb — ( ontinuod 

X>ftte and 
nnmber 

8iib)«ct 

FiiPi 

1929 
Dec. 28 

From the Cotmd at Nnnkinq (ttL) 

Mandate iHamjd by the ("nineiie Ooverniiieiii (text pHntrd), 
abrogating extraterritorial righta an of January I» 1930, arid 
directing the executive and Judiciary branehoii to |>re|mre a 
plan for execution of the mandate. 

(Footnote; Notation by the Chief of the Iliviaion of Far 
Eastern Affairs, I)ecemlH*r 30. expreeiiing opinion that the 
declaration is comimratively hannlesii.) 

66S 

i 

Dec. 29 
(1200) 

From the Chargi in China UeL) 

Instructions issued to representatives at Nanking to make 
no acknowledgment of the Chininun iiiandate of I Veetiilier 28» 
and to maintain the same attitude as previously with rt^garri 
to continuancQ and progress of negotiations. I 

(Footnote: Infonnalion that the Ih^iairtnient expresseil 
ap|)rova! of instructions.) 

mi 

Dec. 30 

From the ConBuI at tVaniing Utl,) 

Manifesto issued by the Foreign Minister (text printed) 
with regard to the niaiidiite of Decemlier 2H. stating readiness 
to consider and discuss any repn»si*n tat ions made with refer- 
ence to the plan lum- under preimration. 

668 

Dec. .30 
(1204) 

From the Chargi in China {tel.) 

Ileceipt by Britisli Minister of telegram from the ('hinese 
Fomign Minister (text printed), n*f)iiesting the iiiiinedinto 
initiation and conclusion of negatmtinns. Heceipt by the 
Fnnich and Netherlands Ministers «if similar telegrams. 

669 

Dec. 30 
(120.3) 

From the Chargi in China (tri,) | 

From Shanghai. I>ecei»lw»r 2H: Fmss dis{gitch from Nanking, 
December 27 (text priniedb mgardtiig the mis^tiiig of llie 
Ontral Political (’ouncil, at %vliieh the abrogation of extra- ■ 
territoriality was dccidefl. and the nunarks of a Cenernment ^ 
spokesman concerning exis*ctalioii of much from the unfli*r- ' 
standing iHitween the Chinem? and V. S. tJoverniiients. 

67(1 

Dec. 30 

From the Frenrh Emhanny 

Declaration l>y the Foreign MinlstiT to tie* i 'hineNo Minister 
Paris that, in the alisence of any pmeise propisals by the ! 
Chinese Government, the Fmnch Government <bd not fiii ^ if ^ 
possible to admit that Januarv 1 should l»e the starling miiir of 
negotiations. 

670 

Dec. 31 
(43.5) 

7V» the Chargi in China (tel.) 

Advice that the Department does not regard the Chirn-m? 
mandate of Decemlier 2H m having altertn! the legal ainiuM go* 

671 

Dec. 31 

t 

! 

! 

1 

! 

Memorandum hy the Chief of the Dipifion of Far EaMiern Affmre 
Conversation with the Chinese Minister who stateil that he 
would like to have it a matter of rt'cord that tl»e T. S. Govern" 
meut approved, as had the British Government, the issuing of 
the declaration of Deceml>er 28, and wajs advised that the 
atatement of views read to him on Decern t>ar 2H and tlic pr*»- 
posals put forward in the reoent conversations suftlrientlv 
indicated the U. B. Government’s view. 

672 


I^ST OF FAPiras 


Lxxxvn 


CHINA 


Insistence bt China Upon the Rewnooishment or Extkateekitoriax. Rights 
BY THE United States and Other PowERSr—Continued 


Dat« And 
Bumbar 

Subleot 

Page 

192d' 
Dee. 31 

To the Charg4 in China (ieL) 

674 

(439) 

Authorization to answer inquiries with the information 


that no agreement has been entered into, her any en- 
couragement given to the idea that the U. S. Government 
must assent to abolition of extraterritorial rights by unilateral 
action of China; information that conversations are being held 
witli the Chinese Minister and that it is anticipated that the 
iliacuHsions will continue. 



Abolition by <^iiina or OrricKs or Commissioners or Foreign Affairs 


1929 
Hept. 10 

feoo) 

1 

Frowi the AHnieter in China (teL) 

lif'celpt of note from the Foreign Minister, August 17, ! 
announcing that oOices of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs will 
be aboHshc^d; procedure therefor (text printed). 

Exchange of telegrams between the Consulate at Nanking 
and tlui l,egation, August 29 and September 3 (texts printed), 
regarding attitude to be taken in handling pending protection 
cases. Request for Department's approval of Legation’s 
instructions that Consulate adopt a defensive attitude, seeking 
to nroteet American interests by dealing if possible with the 
highest local territorial official. 

675 

8<'pt. 17 
(309) 

To the Minieter in China (teL) 

Approval of lA*gAtion*a |>osition; suggestion tiiat reply to 
the I’’<»reign MinishT advise that U. H, Government is prepared 
to c«o|>erate with C-hii«me authorities with a view to bringing 
the tiew procedure into operation with a minimum of incon- 
venient*, at the same time making full reservation of American 
rights under the treaties; authorization to discuss question with 
interested colleagues. 

677 

Oct, 4 
(856) 

From the Afinieter in China (teL) 

Draft note protxjsed to bo forwarded to the Foreign Minister 
l>y the Hiuiior Minister in the name of the diplomatic body 
(U?xt printed); request for Department’s approval. 

678 

Oct. 10 i 
(328) 

1 

7*0 the AfintBter tn China (teL) 

Approval of substance of dr^t note; instructions to suggest 
certain changes in phra»tH>logy to ameliorate its peremptory 
tone; authorization to approve note with suggested changes. 

679 

o 

,fC 

o 

From the AfininUr in China (teL) 

Dispatch by tlie Benior Minister, October 28, of note 
embmiylng sugge»t<^d changes. 

679 

Kov. 12 
(372) 

To the MiniMier in China (teL) 

InstructioiiH to suggest to Foreign Office that, upon abolition 
of odiccH of C^jmmiHsioners of Fomign Affairs, other oflScials 
lie siieciflcaUy authorized to issue Section Six certificates to 
Chinese citizens desiring to enter the United States. 

679 

Nov. 14 
(997) 

From the Afiniafcr in China (teL) 

Information that a note along the lines indicated in telegram 
No. 372 of November 12 was sent to the Foreign Ministry on 
Octolx^r 22. 

680 

i 

i 


IiXXXVIII 


lilOT QF FAFitKtt 


CHINA 

Abolition by China of Officbb or CoMMiaBioNKitii or FowrioN Affairih- 

Coniinued 


nttmbar 

Subleet 

p*» 

1929 



Dec* 13 

From the Charg4 in Chinn (tel.) 

380 

(1140) 

liecelpt of note from ForeiRR dat<Hl Dectmilirr 3 

stating that Soctioo Bbc carUllcater will Ih« Wued by Itical 
organizations charged with the i»4iiimni!e of paASiHirtii lit 
accordance with the procedure quoted iti teiegram No. 809 
of September 10. 

Dec. 20 

To the Chargi in China (lei,) 

3Hl 

(422) 

Instructions to request from Foreign MiniMter a list of 
officials authorized to i»H«e Section 8ix eertihcttii's; reference to 
Legation's despatch No. 39, DeceiulH^r 17, 1913, ir«na« 
mitting list of officials authorized to issue the cf ftifirates and 
rules of the D<»partment of Lalior, Octoh^r 1, I92ft, govemifig 
the admiasion of C^hinese. ! 

Dec. 23 

From Coneui General at Vanion (tc/.) { 

Receipt of formal noitcf? fn»iii the (*fiintnissioner of Fundgn * 
Affairs that Ids office will bo chated on i)eciTtilH»r 31, after 
which matters will be handled by the s|iecial municipal i 
government of Canton; Consul (lenerttVs intention to insist ^ 
upon rijght to correspoiid and deal with the tiovernor aiul 
other high officials as condith^ns may ri'quire. 

381 

Dec. 27 

To the Chargi in Chim (kl.) 

3H2 

(431) 

Advice that consular officers should la^ guidetl by principlt^ 
enunciated in diplomatic body's note to the Ff>reign idinister, 
October 28, and that copy should lie circularized to consular ^ 
officers, S 

Dec. 30 

To the Chargi in Chinn (tel.) 

382 

(433) 

Instructioiift to dinset consular officers to dinline to vi#.a 
option Six certiticates unless they are issue* t bv* authnrixed 
officials whose nam<‘s are included in the list inentiumil in 
telegram No. 422 of l>ecemlM»r 2(1, and until list has Is’en 
approved by Department. 

(Footnote: Information that the <'hines4* C hiverniiient 
thereafUT authorized duly designated officials t«i issue Ht ctinn 
bix certificates,) 


NbOOTIATIONS HK(UKBI.\0 TIIK PuoVl.mONAI, t‘Ml HI IN 1 1|| InI RUN ATi«»NAi 
fcsKlTLKMUNT AT »'^IIANC*|f At 


1929 
May 18 
(399) 


Fro7n the MiniMkr in Chim (M.) 

Note from the Foreign MiiiinU'r. .\fiiy 8 (te*t iiritiK'.l). i.r..- 
posing that negotiatioim Im^ enu-n-il into for tlie unriHwi** of 
reorganiaing the Provisional Court at .Shanghai, an.l a'lvisii.g 
that snnitar notes have ixam sent to Ministers of the other 

lin paretl by the 

Repetition of note and draft reply to the Consul tlenera! at 
hhaaghai for comment. 


<t82 



lil&r OF PAFBmS 


I/XXXIX 


CHINA 

Negotiations Hboaeoing the Provisional Court in the International 
Settlement at Shanghai — Continued 


Dat« and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1929 
June 11 
(461) 


From the Minuter in China {tel.) 

Note from the Senior Minister to the Foreign Minister, 
June 7 (text printed), stating that the interested Ministers are 
of the^ opinion that reorganization should be examined by a 
commission oomposed of their local representatives and 
Chinese representatives, and that the conclusions reached 
should be submitted to the several Ministers and to the 
Chinese Government. 


683 


June 29 
(520) 


July 2 
(532) 


I 

i 


July n 
(.i’iB) I 


\ 


Julv 25 
(626) ; 


1 

) 


Julv 27 
(25 i) 


Aug. 20 
(277) 


From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

From Shanghai, June 28: Iiotter from the Commissioner 
of Ft)reign Affairs to the Senior Consul (text printed), stating 
that the provisional agreement for the rendition of the Shang- 
hai Mixed Court is deemed inapplicable under the present 
circumstances. 

From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

Telegram from the Senior Consul at Shanghai to the Senior 
Minister, June 29 (text printed), containing text of Senior 
('onHul'H reply to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in which 
it is statiKi that letter of June 28 is presumea to be intended as 
the notice provided for in article 7 of the rendition agreement 
of August :U, 1926. 

From the ^^inuter in China (tel.) 

Not<i from the Foreign Minister to the interested Ministers, 
July 3 (ti‘xt printttd), stating inability to concur in suggestion 
for rttmly of question by lA*gations' local representatives and 
exjiressing hope that negotiations will be opened directly with 
the Foreign Ministry. I>raft reply by tlie Senior Minister 
(text printed), requesting reconskleration of proposal for 
Ht udy of c|ueHtion by a joint commission in Shanghai; American 
Minister*s request hir D<*j>artment*s apiiroval of draft reply. 

From (he Minuter in China (tel.) 

Adoption by diplomatic ho<ly of alternative text of draft 
reply presented t>y British Minister (text printed), stating that 
while the inU*resttHi Ministers adhere to preference for study 
of tpiestion in the first instance by a joint local commission 
they realliriu willingness to eater into negotiations in accord- 
ance with articli? 7 of the 1926 agreement and await receipt 
from the, Chinese Government of such concrete proposals as 
might furnish a basis for the negotiations. 

(Footnote: Informati<m that note as sent was dated 

.\ugast 2.) 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

Aec4*ptahility of draft note contained in telegram No. 62(5 of 
July 25. 

To the Miniskr in China (tel.) 

Observatitins on negotiations ami request for Minister’s 
coininenta In reganl to methods of procedure and subject 
matUT. 


684 


685 


685 


687 


689 

689 


xc 


M&r OF FAFER8 


CHINA 


NkGOTIATIONB IlECiAliDIKO THE PrOVIBION AI> Coi’HT IN THE !NTKRNATK»KAh 

Seitlement at Smakhiiai 


Date and 
number 


8 ub|i*ct 


1929 
Auk, 31 
(777) 


I 

From the Aftnieter in China (tei,) , ; 

Meiuoraiiclinn hy the Senior Aliiunter of nm vi?rBatioH with j 
th© Councilor of the Judicial Yuan, July 29 (text uriiiUul), in . 
which the lattiT niatcd that the 1‘orciihi ^linintcr rcoMr^tcfl j 
the intereBted MinisUTH <^r thi ir tieriiunal ri*|»riwiitativeA to ; 
prom^l to HaukiuK to l^enriu iwitotialioim at onrc and ^ 

tliat tii© apiHuntiucnt of cohhuIb ^umfral at Hhanahai would Ih' I 
unacceptable^ and the Senior Mini^tiT rviiluHl that it wra e«. 
sential that the Foreiirn Miiii**ter reply note of An«nHt 2 #ni»l 
make concrete pro}MJi<idH, and nhu that the Foreiicn Itliniwter 
could not lay dow'ii irtUia aa to wlio could or couhl not be ap* 
pointed a« reprcjseiitativea to the iieKotiiitiotiB. 


Sept. 4 
(6111) 


From the Comul Oenrral at Shanghai (o the Mininter in (*hinn 
CominentHon tluMpuwtion» raiiunl iii l>ejm*’t*uent‘H telegrani 
to the Minister, Xo. 277 uf Auguat 20. 


Fngi 

990 


692 


Sept. 10 
(302) 


To the Minister in €Mnn itel.) 

Opinion that tint powers shotild manifiwt a dliUHwiition t*» 
discuBs the question promptly and not stand on leehnieali til's 
of procedure; instriirtioim to tnforin roUeaKue»i and I'orriKii 
Minister of rewiiness to jtroeiHMl to XankittK «»r to semi a repre- 
sentative thereto. 


694 


Sept. 12 
(820) 


Sept. 14 
(820) 


19 

(834) 


Sept. 20 
(• 812 ) 


Sent. 28 
(2354) 


From the Minister in China (fsf.) , 

Note from the l‘VireiKn Afiiiistt'r, Septeinln'r 6 (text printeil), | 
requesting that representatives be sent to Nanking by Sejdeni* 
her 2H for the jjiirpose of o|Hunng iliMetissiiins, and stating 
belief that the Sidtleitieiit jutheial ina4*hinery should be 
alwiiaheii and endeavor inade toestahlisli an entirely new rmirt 
adapted to the judicial systfun of i'htna. 

From the Aftiitsfcr in China (tfJ.) 

Information eoneerning tentative plan of action fiirmufal**d 
by the Minister and certain of his eoUeagues; request for 
authoriiKatioti tt» proe«*ed along these imes; ojhoion that the 
direction in which the matter is develo|nng makes ti inadvisable 
to ex«»cute instrm?t!oiis contained in teh*grain No, 3ti2, Septein 
her 10, unless Hpeciiically instructed to do so. 

From the Atiriistrr in China (tei.) 

Ucply by Senior Minister to the roreign Miiio^ter o teertd 
printeti), stating that, as the proptisal rontained in nf 

September 6 o|«*ns fresh ground and requires fullest ruiiseler- 
ation.it will not liefeasihle to begin discussions by Seplemb* r 23. 

To the Ministrr in (*hina (tel.) 

\ iew that an entirely new court should lie substituP d for the 
old and the present court; authorirntion, however, to discuss 
with coUeagnes tlie plan outlined in tdegriun No. h 29 of 
September 14; opinion that the diploutaiic biniy i.s unduly 
lueticulotm, if nut cpieruloim, and that the W S, < *iiverninent‘s 
wish to be rt^sponaive should Ik* demoiistrateii boUi to tin* 
Mini.Bter’s colleaguea and t<# the Foreign MiniHter. 

From the Minister in China 

Inability to understand the l>epartiiient*s aromniptitin that 
thv Legation lias bcmi lUverti^il from carrying out the lilaTal 
intent ions of the V, S. Ooverniiteiit by iiennitttng iWlf to be 
■ tloniinaUHi by reactionary intluenccrt. 


695 


696 


td'»H 


699 


700 
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CHINA 

Nbgotiations Hboardino the Provisional Court in the International 
Settlement at Shanghai — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1929 


Sept. 30 From the Consul General at Shanghai to the Minister in China 

(6164) Transmittal of text of note to the Commissioner of Foreign 
AiTairs for Kiangsu, September 24, protesting against delay in 
the hearing of American civil cases in the Appeal Court of 
the Burttaxi of Foreign Affairs and requesting return of such 
cases to the Provisional Court for retrial. 


702 


Oct. 9 
(875) 


Oct. to 
(876) 

Oct. 15 
(335) 


Oct. 31 
(912) 


Nov. 2 
(360) 


Nov, 6 
1965 ) : 


From the Afinister in China (Icl.) 

Preparation l>y committee appointed by interested Ministers 
of a draft proposal, entitled ^‘ocheme A*\ for establishment of 
a new court, and an alternative proposal in form of instructions 
for revision of Provisional Court agreement; information that 
the two proposals will soon he considered by the six interested 
Ministers and later by the entire diplomatic body. 

From the AHnister in China (tel.) 

Hcheme A and notes containing additional suggestions for 
possible use in xxegotiating a new agreement (texts printed). 

To the Minister in China (tel,) 

Autliorization to Join interested colleagues in proposing 
Bchcme A to the Chinese Government; comments on certain 
of its ijrovisions. 

From the Afinister in China (tel.) 

i^roposal by Britisli Ministixr (excerpt printed) that the 
Chinese Government he informed that the interested Minis- 
ters have completed their preliminary study and are ready to 
o{H*n negotiations; his declaration, also, that presentation of 
any plan such as Scheme A must be doixe apart from joint 
negotiations and must not commit the British representative 
to n‘S|H>nsibility therefor. 

Note from thci Senior Minister to the Chinese Foreign 
Minister (U‘Xt printed), stating readiness of interested Min- 
isters to negotiations. 

Heepn^st for authorization to designate as American dele- 
gHt<*s Fdwin »S. (hinningham. Consul General at Shanghai, 
Joseph K, Jacolm, Consul at Shanghai, and Howard Buckneil, 
Jr., Second S<*cretary of I^egation. 

Request for authorization for American delegates to submit 
Seheiue A for conshieration if and when a suitable opportunity 
is presen te<i. 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

Aiithori/alxon to name two or three delegates from a list 
containirtg names of Judge Milton D. Purdy, Mahlon F. 
Perkins, Counsedor of the Legation, Messrs. Buckneil and 
Jacobs. Opinion that Consul General Cunningham should 
partici|iate as an authorized but undesignated adviser, and 
that the delegation should not at the outset or at any given 
moment sxxbmit a plan wt>rked out and agreed upon among 
the princi|>al foreign Ministers. 

From the Minister in China (tel.) ; 

Information that intere.sU»d Ministers are appointing their t 
respective Consuls General at Shanghai; renewal of reqiu'st for j 
authorization to designate Consul General Cunningham. ; 

HcNSomniendation that Anxerican delegates be acquainted 
with reasons for Department's apprehension underlying in- ^ 
atructions of telegram No. 360 of November 2, but that they | 

*«. of. f.T-ioiT* r? 


702 


703 

707 


708 


710 


710 


XQll 


um OF FAF1R8 


CHINA 


NkOOTUTIONS E»ClAlt»IMO TH» PHOVIAIOKAI* Col'HT IN Tl|« In IKHNA tMlNAL 
SKTTLKJIKNt AT HhaKCIIIAI*— C tillUnillNli 


IHteund I 
flumlwr i 






im 

Nov. 8 
(366) 


Nov. I) 
(976) 


Nov. 12 
(983) 


Nov. 14 
(1000) 


1 To the Miniitfr in Chim UfL) j 

Aeqiiiemmoe in asipoititnirnt of Cofiniil (*f*orr»l (‘luiuiuK- 
ham, pmvkieil Jiulga rimly or Couiiarlor Pork inn b nmdo ihi» j 
ranking dclogato; fifriniitniafi to aiithoriio Aovt^riean flidogati^ ! 
to deimrt from mirso oiitltticHl tti Mrgram N«». 360 , Xtivf*ii«iic*r 
I 2 , if circumfitancaH inako it aciviaabllt^ ta do lui. ^ 

t 

Fram ihe Afininfrr in China (frf.) i 

Receipt from Foreign Alinbterof telegram nnttcntncing that ! 
conference at Nanking will tiegiti Novemlier 19 anti rt^<)ueating 
names of lA*gation*» stalf repreaentativea, Uereipi by Henior 
Minister of personal iitei»aag«^ for the Fondgn Minister stating i 
desire that no coiwiilar otTieem ap|Hdiiteil m delegates; ! 
Senior Minister’s pt*rHorial nieasage in reply, to the effeei that ! 
he would ftlitHjglv ttrge Fimdgii hlitiUler nVtt tn atantl «€j 1 
preposterous ami obatruetive a suggest inn. j 

From iho Minitltr i« China (let,) i 

Designation of Consul Jaeol»s and ik^eretarv iiiirknell as 
delegatea; request for approval of filaii to semi Air. Ihirknell in j 
Shanghai, Noveml>©r 14 . for consultatiuii \iilh <%jnsiil Cieiieral i 
Cunningham and Consul iaeolis. ‘ 

(Footnote: Inforrnalion that I>e|»arfinenl estpressed ap^ 
proval in telegram No. 374 . Novernk«r 1 3.1 

Fwm the Minuter in China Uei) 

Information that on NovemlK?r II the 8 «ujitir Minbttr 
I noticed the Foreign Allnister of fiafn<*s «if tlie Aineriran. 

J Britmli. French, Japanom*, ami Xetheriaiub delegali^. 

> Foreign Minister’s nmly, Novemls^r 13 iie^t {iHuieil . 
stating that the treaty with Jatian Imving e\|ured, Japan had 
not ls‘en invited Ut participate. fMiiiiting mil tlml AtneHran atel 
British delegates are acceptable provided the Legation nlht'ini»» 
are nanwi the ranking delegates, afid rtspn^yiring tliai, in tin’ 
c^se of France and the Netherlamls. I,egati«n oflirials nnl- 
stituted or added to the delegations as ranking inends’i^ 

Draft reply hv Kiudor Minister itett printed], ?»iatmg that 
Japan is entitled to particiimlc and that the thiegales alreadv 
imrneti hear a diplomatie character bv reason f»f atijHiintn ent 
as special rejircsenlativt^s of their I egations. 

KcHiuest for ap|>roval <if draft mue. 


711 


712 


712 


713 


J6 To the Minuter in Chinn itri) 

(37/) In.^tructiori.*^ to join in note if Jnpane^«* tlovemnirnt iiuh- 
cates desiro to pnrlieiimte in negntiaiinns, 

Nov. IS From the Minuter in <%ina ((rl.s 
(1004) From Jacol>a ati.l aucknoU: A«ivip., thni. riirih.r 

mstructioiw by thw Ariu-rifiii. «,ll ,„n 

ami that otliir ili ir«aU'« aro lakina Mmi.ar 

Information that thi- Minint.-r K..nf tel. urai.hir ai.j.r..va!. 
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CHINA 

NEaoTiATioNs Kkoardino Tiia Provisionai. Coxjrt in the Internationai. 
Bettlkmknt at Shanohax — Continued 


PfkteaxKl i 
number 


Subject 


1929 
Nov. 18 
(1005) 


Nov. 19 
( 1010 ) 


Nov. 20 
( 1012 ) 


Nov. 21 
(382) 


Nov. 21 
( 1022 ) 


Nov. 24 
(1037) 


Nov. 25 
(1041) 


Nov. 26 
(1043) 


From the Minister in China (feL) 

Despatch from tho Consul Oeneral at Shanghai (excerpt 
printed) reporting that he unsucccs.sfully endeavored to con- 
vince the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs that the American 
consular official had the right to try cases jointly with the 
Chine.He judge and that the Commissioner refused to return 
pxmding cases to the Provisional Court for retrial. 

R(H|uest by tho Consul General and the Minister for in- 
structions. 

From the Minister in China (Jtel.) 

Telegram from the Peiping Bureau of the Foreign Ministry 
(text iirinted) containing text of instructions from Nanking to 
notify names of Ohineso delegates to the American, Brazilian, 
British, French, Netherlands, and Noru-egian Legations. 

lleciMion of interested Ministers to send draft message 
quote<l in telegram No. 1000, November 14, when British 
Minister has received instructions. 

3‘'rom Bhanghai: Departure of Japanese Consul General for 
Nanking to discuss witn Foreign Minister personally the ques- 
tion of Japanese participation in negotiations. 

From the Minister in China (teL) 

From Nanking, November 19: Report that the Japanese 
Con.Hul Oeneral has urged the Chinese Foreign Minister to 
permit Japanese reprosentativos to participate in the negotia- 
tions but that he has refused. 

To the Afinisler in China (UL) 

Importance of reaching agreement with the Chinese at an 
early date; opinion that negotiations might well be begun by 
American, British, French, and Netherlands delegates. 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Jacolw and Bucknell, Slianghai, November 20: In- 
formation from the Japanese Consul General that Foreign 
Minister is willing to conduct separate negotiations with the 
Japanese but refuses to admit them to joint negotiations. 

From the Charge in China (tel.) 

Information that draft note quoted in telegram No. 1000, 
November 14, was di8|>atched on November 22, and that all 
the delt?gates have remained in Shanghai beeaxiso of questions 
raised by the Foreign Minister in his reply to Senior Minister, 
November 13. 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

Intention of Japanese to press the Chinese in matter of 
participation, but nonobjection to commencement of nego- 
tiatiims by the other delegates; decision of interested Ministers 
to await reply to their note to the Foreign Minister, November 
22; Chargers intention to concur in dispatch of further protest 
to Foreign Minister if ho should persist in refusing to admit 
Japanese participation. 

From the Charge in China (tel.) 

From Shanghai, November 25: Letter from Kiangsu Pro- 
vincial Government to the Shanghai Provisional Court (text 
printed) announcing that from January 1, 1930, the Court shall 
be directly subordinate to the Central Government. 


715 

716 

717 

717 

718 

718 

719 

720 
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CHINA 


NliOOTIATIONS HeOARDINO THE PR€»VI»!0NAI. Co^ItT IW THE I NTKItN ATiONAL 
Beti^i^kmicnt at BHANfiiiAX — C Vuit hiti«rn 


Bate And 
nnmber 

Ptibjwrt 


1929 
Nov. 27 
(389) 

i 

To the Charge in China (ieL) . . * 

Opinion. In conneelion with situation leiwrted in tolt icram i 
No. 1006, November 18, that it W€>uld be {irrforable to rely on 
the rendition agreement rather than on the treaty and that 
present ^fliculty may t>e«t be overcome tiy endeavoring t<» 
have cases returned to Fro visional Court for retriid liefore a 
different Judge and consular officer or by designating a different 
consular officer in appesJ court. 

720 

Nov. 28 
(1062) 

From the Chargi in Chinn (tei.) 

Advice that r^wign Minister replied, Noveiiilatr 26. rt^fiiisifig 
to permit Japanese partiel|Uition» Viiit consenting not to main* ■ 
tain his former |Hiint of view n^garding <pi**slit*ii of rank «»f j 
delegates. i 

Plan of interested Ministers to reply t<i Foreign Minister 
by reaffirming previous {Ksiition with regard to Japaneso 
participation but stating Uiat, in view t J reliietanee of Jafianf^se 
to cause delay, delegates are being instructcil to proersHf with 
commencement of negotiations. 

721 

Dec. 2 
(1066) 

From the Charge in C6i«<i (fcl.) 

Dispatch tm Xovenilatr 30 of message ontHneii in telegram 
No. 1062, Novemt»er 28. 

(Footnote: Information that negoliaf ions were set t*» com- i 
moncQ on Deceml»er 9.) 

722 

Dec. 3 

Afemorandum hg the AeeiKiani Chief ttf the Dmsion o/ |Vir 
Haekrn Affaire 

lieceipt from the Navy Department of a telegram ff*»m : 
China, November 30, staling tiiat the Foreign Minister hiol 
told Mr. Bueknell that he h«>jKsi stitste sohiiitin of the court 
question could Iw reacheil through early negotintiftns, sii»ce ti 
would not he dcsslred by either <.*nifia»ir the Dnilfnl States that 
there should l>e a reinqition of the Shanghai it»ridetit of M#iv 
30, 1926. 

722 

Dec. 10 
(1122) 

From the Charg4 in China (tel.) 

From Jaool)s ami Bueknell, Nanking, Deceintier 9: Draft 
agreement prop<wed l»v Chinese delegation for establishment 
of judicial system in Shanghai (text printed); oi>iidon of for- ' 
eign delegate that the proisjsal is an attack ujwui the integrity 
of the Bettlemerit and cannot Im? consMierfMrt in its present form. 

722 

Dec. U 
(1124) 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

From Jacobs and Bueknell, DiHJemlier 10: Chitnsie tmqiosal 
that a court with foreign Judictel ix^nMinnel emphived bv the j 
Chinese Government would be acceptable only in the event 
that Jurisdiction of the court l>c «xteride<i to inelude extra- 1 
territorial nationals in the Bettlement. 

724 

Dec. 12 
(1132) 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

From Jacobs and Bueknell, December 11: Ixdormation eon- s 
cerning amendments to Chinese draft preseiiletl hv foreign 
delegates. 

724 

Dec. 13 
(1144) 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

D^isipn ^ intereated Ministars to refer to their Govern- 
ments the Chinese proposal that Jurisdiction of court be 
ex^nded to include extraterritorial nationaU within the 
: Settlement; request for instructions with regard to attitude to 
‘ be taken by American del^cates. 

736 



LIST OP PAPE®© 
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CHINA 

Nkgotiations Rkgarding thk Provisional Court in the International 
Sewlement at Shanghai — Continued 


Date and 
mimber 


Subject 


Page 


Dec. 15 From the Charge in China (telj) 

(1160) Pr€WH doHpfttcii from Nanking, December 13 (text printed), 
reporting that Foreigti Minister stated that foreign delegates 
had submitted counterproposals to Chinese plans, and ob- 
served that Conference outlook was far from bright. 


726 


Dec. 15 
(1152) 


I)<Hs. 18 
(U61) 


From the ChargS in China {tel.) 

From Jacol>s and Bucknell, December 14: Statemer\t by 
foreign delegates to Chinese delegates (text printed), being a 
summary of Chinese objections to foreign delegates^ amend- 
ments t.o Chinese plan, as well as a summary of the foreign 
clelogates* position from which they cannot depart without 
furtiicr instructions from their Legations, 

From the Chargi in China (tel.) 

From Jacobs and Bucknell, December 16: Joint telegram of 
foreign delegates to the intere8U^d Ministers (text printed), 
containing text of Chinese delegation's summary of position, 
as preHeni<*<J at meeting of November 14, and list of points 
%vhfcii femugn delegates feel should be referred to their Lega- 
tions negotiations can be continued, and suggesting 

necessity of m^curing Chinese consent to continuing present 
agreement Imyond exj>iration date, December 31: 

Frv»in Jacobs and liucknell, December 16: Concurrence in 
j(unt teiegnim and expression of jx^rsonal views. 


I>ec. 18 To (hr ChargS in China ((el.) 

(418) (%>neurrence in C'liargd’s opinion that it would be unwise to 

assent to a plan that would establish within the St^ttlexnent a 
cimrt e.xercming jurisdiction ov<Tall persons in the Settlement. 


Doc. 18 From the ChargS in China (ifi.) 

(1166) From Jacobs an<l Bucknell, Shanghai, December 17; Under- 
standing that some plan for employment of foreign jurists as 
ativiHcrH to thi* (liinese jiuiges may l>e proposed by the Chinese 
at m*xt meeting on December 19. 


727 


730 


733 

734 


D<*c. 19 From (hr Vhnrgl in China {ttii) 

(UtiH) Knun »Si*nior ( ’onsul at Shanghai to the Senior interestcfi 
Mininter, December 18: .Announcement by a Chinese judge of 
th«» Provisional Court, December 18, that as the court would 
eeas 4 ' to function on Deceinl>cr 31, no castis w^ould be set for 
hearing after that tlait*; Hugge.stion that arrangements should 
lie made with < ’'hin<*«e Government to continue court until the 
rendition agreement ia superseded by a new agreement. 

Fnuu the Ctuisul GetnTal at Shanghai, December 18: Ur- 
gency of retiring extension of prttsent agreement until con- 
eluHion of negotiations. 

i 

Dec. 20 i From (hr Chargi in China (Ul.) . . ^ 

(1172) > Advice that interested Ministers are dispatching a joint 
teh vram to their d4‘legate» at Nanking containing a state- ; 
ment of recommentiations to the inten^sted home Goveniiuents, i 
wliich the tlelegates an* to act mjun m definite instructions . 
unless objections from the home Governments are received by j 
niMin, Deciuiibcr 24; request for Department's approval of i 
) slabuiient. ' 


735 
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hl&T OF FAPKR8 


CHINA 

Negotiations Hegahuinu the Phovisionai. C'*ii n r in tiie Intehna rioNAt 
Settlement at Smanghai^ — C€iiitiiiiif«i 


r>8t« and 
nximher 


Sub|r<^ 


1929 
Dec. 20 
(1173) 


From the Charg4 in f’Aina Uri.) 

Joint teUfgram to the nwieetive for^'ian deh'gntt^a ml Ntttiking 
(text printed) > referred to in telegram No. 1 172. 


Dec. 21 
(U77) 


From the Ckargi in China (lei.) 

Telegram from the interf^eUnl ^linietf^rfi to the fotrigti ilele* 
gnUm, December 20 (text printed), i»stniottti|r thrm to iitlorm 
Chinese repreaentmtives that, iti view of {MifMiibility that fieat^- 
iiations may not be conciuded bitfon^ end of the year, it ia 
assumed that nothing a*iU be done iiti^aii while to diAturb the 
staitte qua. 


Dec. 21 From the Chargi in China (iei.) 

(1178) From Jacolwft and Bucknell, llecenitier 20: OI>M'rvatkiii that 
alternative* profHi^al i4 C’hiiiese delegation for eonsiitar rt*pre* 
sentation on the court does not |trovitie the siece^Aarv imfe* 
( guards. 


Dec. 21 


Dec. 21 
(426) 

Dec. 27 
(1190) 


Memorandum by ike Aa»i$iant Secretary of State I 

Conversation with the Chinese alinlster in which the | 
Assistant Secretary of State expreem’d the ho|Hi that the i 
Chinese Covorriiiiciit would make provision t*» ciutlinut* the | 
machinery of the court until the preacuit negotialioim Cintld j 
be completed. j 

To the Chargi in China (tel.) 

Approval of joint telegram in t f«»rth in tt legram No. 1173 { 
of Decemtaer 20; eommeiita thereon. 

From the Chargi in China itet.) 

Fnnn Shanghai, DeeeinlH r 24: (*«nsul Cfenerars e<imfiif*ntji 
on specific j>uinta under negotiation. 


Doc. 30 t From the Chargi in China (tW.) 

(1202) ^ Information from the C?onau! Denrral at Hhafighnl. I>eeefii- 
her 28, that the Municipal f^oititeil plans to deelar** a of 

i emergency if the Provisional Court should ceaai* futictionifig 
j at the closer of 1920. 


Dec. 31 
(437) 


Dec. 31 


1930 
Jan. 3 
(11) 


i To the Chargi in China (let,) 

; Suggestion, if it should appear that rhine»e ( m*v» rnno nt 
’ contemplates withfirawing ridni'se jtidicittl otrir*r»< fnuii the 
; Provisional (-ourt tH*forf* nrovisum has lieen iiia*!** for niiothtT 
: court, that the interested litigations pro|M»m* eoniintiaf ion t4 
; tho court until the negotiatidim have n-neheii a salisfaetf»rv 
1 conclusion. 

! 

j rom the Chinese Contmieetoner of Foreiyn Affatrs for Kiangeu 
1 to the Senior Coneul at Shanghai 

^ Instruction from the Kiangsii Pr«»vinriiil t ioverninenf , 
December 30 (text printtui), stating that after DeeendM*r 31 
all matters p<*rtaining t*j the .Shanghai VruvmHmtd <\>urt are 
to be sulunitted to thi* ('entral Clovernineiil. 

From the Chargi in China (tri.) 

Consul Ueiieral at Shanghai, Deoemta^r 3U, 
1929, that the docket in the Provisional Court is now tadng 
made up for 1930 and indications arc that the court la to Ijc 
^ present; information In preas dispatch from i 
Shanghai, December 30, that, pending reorganisation, the | 
court will function as usual. 
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740 

741 
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CHINA 

Neootxatioks Bkoardiko the Phovisionai. Court in the International 
Settlement at Shanohai — Continued 



(18) I Summary of the paints under discussion between the 
I and the foreign delegates. 

Jan. 0 1 Fr 077 i the Chargi in China (ieL) 

( 21 ) j From Jacobs and Bucknell, January 5 : Joint telegram from 
i the foreign delegates to the Senior interested Minister (text 
j printed), concerning discussions with the Chairman of the 
) Shanghai Municipal Court on the Provisional Court question. 
1 and expressing approval of his views, since these and other 
' concessions already authorized afford much greater possibility 
of reaching an agreement. 


Iiilention of advocating to interested Alinisters that the 
joint instructions to the foreign delegates be modified so as to 
accorfi with tlie CVitincirs views. 


Pag© 

744 

748 


UKEUSAL of AmKIUOAN ('ONHI LATE (iKNKRAL AT SHANGHAI To COMPLY WiTH 

KEgt KHT OK Shanghai Provisional Court That Consul Testify in Case 
Arising in Connection With Official Duties 


1929 

Sept. 23 From (hr Mininier in China j 749 

( 2 ;Mn Despatch No. (1132, September 12, from the Consul General j 
at Shanghai and enclosures (texts printed), regarding Con- 
sulate Ocrierars refusal, on grounds of international law, to j 
comply with re(pie.Ht of Shanghai Provisional Court that 
Consul J. K, Jacobs Iw directed to appear as a witness in a case 
arising in connection with oflicial duties. 

Nov. 22 To thr Minieirr in (*hina 752 

(bJOtb Approval €»f attitmie taken by Consul General at Shanghai. I 


pRLS.S HKSTitK TiOXS RY < 'llINKSL ArTHORnTK.S AfKKCTING AMERICAN CITIZENS 

IN' China 


Mrmoramlnm hy the Counsvior of Legation in China i 753 

(\uivensation with the Foreign Minister at Nanking, January 
17, in whicli the Minister .slat e«i that Rodney Gilbert, American ^ 
journalist couneete<l with certain British publications in j 
I'hitia, was prrmna non grata with the Chinese Government \ 
and would l>e de|mrted if it were not for extraterritoriality. i 
iKootnot 4 ‘: Information that Mr. Gilbert left China for the 1 
United Htates in Feimiary.) 

From the ^Mininter in CViim* (tei,) ^754 

liiforuiatU^n from Tientsin that the North China Star^ an ; 
Americiiii <Miterprlse, has been refused further use of postal j 
faeilititw Viecau.se of it.s puliUcation on December 17, 1928, 
of an alleged scsiitious article l)y Dcmaree C. Bess, Peking j 
reiiresentative of the United Press; advice that the Counselor i 
of lA'gation has requested the Foreign Minister to inve.stigate j 
the reason for such arbitrary action V)ut that as yet no exi^lana- 
tion ha<i been received. ‘ 


4:1 %«»i. n-- T 


1929 
Feb. IH 


Feb. 13 
(UMb 



xcvni 


UOT OF FAFEES 


CHINA 


Pr]£S8 Resteictions bt Chinehk Authorities ArrEcrimo American Citieer® 

IN China — C onlinuod 


Date and 
oumber 

HubjiKrt 


192d 
Feb. 19 
(fi9) 

To iho MintaUsr in C^irwi (ioL) 

Desire that the Minister consult with the editor of the 
North China Star, Charles James Fox, with a view to making 
such representations as may seem wise and necessary. 

765 

Feb. 21 
(125) 

From the Minuter in China (tel,) 

To Nanking: Instructions to express Ui the Foreign Minister 
t!ie American Minister’s feeling that action taken aiutinst the 
North China Star is ttnlair and iinfrieitdly toward an American 
enterprise and is especially unfortunate itt forcing an issue as to 
freedom of siHHJch and of comnient. 

755 

Feb. 25 
(139) 

From the Minuter in China (iet,) 

From Nanking; Delivery of message to the Vice Minister of 
Foreign AftairSf who staU^tl ttiat the action taken was the rc^sidt | 
of a inisiinderstaiKling and that the Imrt wintld l»e liftt'^l itt two 
or three days. 

756 

Mar. 7 
(84) 

To the sMinieter in China (teU 

Information tliat the ban remains tttihft<'*fl: instmetions hi 
direct the Consul at Nanking to make further representatituts. 

756 

Mar. H 
(185) 

From the A/i«i«frr in f'hina (UiJ 

Assurance liy Foreign MinisU?r that he is exerting every elfort 
to liav’e the baii removed. 

I 756 

Mar. 12 
(171) 

From the Afinisirr in (%ina (tri.) 

Despatch from the Consul (leiieral at Tientsin, March 10 ! 
(excerpt printtd), stating that Mr. Fox has l»een infcirtitiMi by j 
Foreign Minister that postal faeilitms will !«• rest«)ri*<l if Mr. 
Fox will write to the t 'entral Kxeeutive (Vifiiinittee expressing 
regret for publication of the article in i|in*stioii, hut that JVir. ! 
Fox is unwilling to comply. Amertean Minister's repi> (ex- ; 
cerpt printed), concurring in Mr. Fox's attitude. * 

757 

Mar. 14 

m) 

To the Minuter in China (ieL) | 

Approval of American Minister's attitude outltntMl m t**le- ; 
grain No. I7i <»f March 12. 1 

(Fmitnotij: Inforiuation from the Minister that it was re- | 
portiHl from Tientsin, April 3, that postal ban was hftisl that ! 
day.) 

758 

Ai»r. 

(5945) 

From ike Coneul General at Shanghai U* (he Mimettr in (*hin*t 
Information conceriiing altegitl demand of ('hiiux^e tJoverii- I 
ment that (leorge K. Hokolsky, Amertean j|i»uritahs| ami con- 
tributor to the North (*hina /Xn7y Newn, a llritisb piibhealitU) tn 
Slianghai, lie reipteshHi to leave C3iiita; press dispatch from 
Nanking, April 18 (h?xt printtHl), reiHtrting tieciston «*f < Vntral \ 
Executive Coinmittect to iicunaiul that Mr. B<»kolskv leave ! 
China, to prohibit use of mmial facilities bv the paiwr * and hi 
instruct Customs to H<?arch steamers leaving Hhangbat to t*r«^ 
vent shipment by freight. 

758 

Apr. 30 

mi) 

i 

From the Minuter in China (lei.) 

Press report from Bhanghal that tlu’ Chinese < Soveniinen t has 
instructed its Minister at \\ashington to ric«|Uest tlie New 
> ork Times and the Chicaao Tribune to withdraw frcitii China 
hieir respective correspondents at Peking, Hallctt Aliend and 
Charles Dailey, on ground of their u nay m pathetic attitude and 
alleged false reports. ; 

760 



U&T OF PAPKUS 


XCIX 


Prbss 


Date and 
number 


1929 
May 9 
(2b83) 


May 10 
(i72) 


Mav 13 
(157) 


Mav 20 
(IfiS) 


June 17 
(719) 


June 2B 
(512) 


July 2 


Jtily 6 


CHINA 

SSTRICTIONS BY ChINESB AOTH<^mBS AfFBCTINO AMERICAN CITIZENS 

IN China— Continued 


Subiect 


From the Minister in China 

Transmittal of confidential reports on the Shanghai press 
Situation by Measrs. Abend and Bess; Minister's opinion that 
reports deserve serious consideration. 

From the Minister in China (teL) 

From Hhanghai, May 9: Information that in response to Dol- 
lar Meamship (yo.'s request for advice as to whether to receive 
papers of ^ or th China Daily News Herald, with Chinese 
fitainps affixed, for delivery to Hong Kong, Manila, Japan, 
and American |K)rts, Consul General advised that no legal 
re^on was }>erceived for refusing to accept the packages. 

'I o Shanghai: Opinion that the company should have been 
refernHi to their legal advisers, and that company should be 
advised that C'onsul General cannot undertake any responsi- 
bility or give any advice in connection with this matter. 

To the Minister in China (tel,) 

Instructions to f>oint out to the Dollar Co. that the packages 
would undouidtKily he handled by the sea post offices aboard 
v^nsels arui that assistance given to publisher might raise an 
issue <if international concern and might also prejudice the 
company’s interests; information that matter is being taken 
up with the Post Office Department. 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

Hej>ly by the Postmaster General, May 17 (excerpt printed), 
stating that mailing of the publications in the manner sug- 
g<*stefl would iKi contrary to the provisions of the Universal 
Ihmtal (Convention. 

Instructions to inform Shanghai. 

From (he Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs to the American 
Minister in China 

Hequest that the American Minister have Mr. Abend 
deported from China, on account of his allegedly libelous and 
sedifitius despatches to the New York Times, 

From (he Minister in China (leL) 

information concerning note of June 17 from the Foreign 
Minister. 

Mrmorarulum hy the Assistant Heerelary of Btaie 

< 'onversation with the (’hinese Minister in which the Assist- 
ant S<*cretary of State stated that the American Minister had 
no power to deport anyone and that the (^hinese Government 
was {s)werlc»ss to act. 

Mnnornminm hy the Assistant Becretary of Btaie 

Glwervation that Mr. Alumd enjoys the protection of extra- 
territoriality and that the Chinese cannot touch him; opinion 
tiiat tliere is no power under U. S. law under wduch an Ameri- 
can can !>e deportetl from China. 


Page 
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761 


762 


762 


763 


765 


766 


766 
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urn OF FAFEKS 


CIIIXA 

Prbss Hbstrxctionb by Chinkbk Aiitiioiiitii:ii Arrr.rTiNn CirrjsKMg 

IN China — C untimirfi 


Bate and 
number 


1929 
July 10 
(556) 


Hiibjeet 


From the Mmiater in China (laf.) 7A7 

To Bhaiigh&i, July 6: that the IX. B. DIatrIn Attor- 

ney ad vine whether ^Ir. Abend eoiiltl be prtmeoitted iti the 
U. S, Court for China on complaint by the t'hiiifw (iovern- 
inent on ground of lil>etoiis or eeditioim character of hie df«ii« 
patches. 

Opinion of District Attorney that llliel charge against .Mr, 

Abend might be made if Chinese ofHoials ccmceriifKl wnnUi i 
appear to testify. Minister's intention to reply to the Foreig*. i 
Minister along the lines dtseiiesed, ' ^ 


July 12 
(529) 


To thft Miniuter in China (Icf.) 

IiiKtructions to withhold action nntil the Ih^imrtment has 
n^ceived wtird from the Aeie I or A Tisics. 


76H 


July 16 
(535) 


July 19 
(595) 


To the Mininirr in Chinn (iet,) 

Dd ter from the AVw KorAr Timm, July 15 (exc*»r|tt printefi), 
stating nonobjection to trial or invest tgat ion hy anv fair and 
impartial tribunal of chaises against .\Ir. AlMuitl. Authoriisa- 
tion to reply to Fonugn Minister's note as suggeste«i in tele- 
gram No. 550 of July 10. iiicorimrating such inforiiiaiiutt from 
AVie York Tiwirs letter as may ik' deetiied advisnbl**. 

From the in China Or/.l 

Advice tliiit after news of Mr. AImuhI'w Irnn-h r to Shanghai 
had liecoine kiittwn, ii Coveriiiiient off trial s«»itgh( him «»iu 
and ofTenMi to la* of all assistanre tii him in his ti»*w assign- 
inent ; Minister's hn|ie that the rampaigii agfiin^t Mr. AIsumI 
will l>e firop|s»fi, mid Hiigge-Htimi that r*’}ilv to Foougti Minister’s 
note hi* withhehl. 


76K 


769 


Julv 23 

(543) 


Julv 31 
(657) 


Aug. 1 
(661) 


Aug. 8 
(692) 


To ikr Miniuftr in (‘hina \iri.) 

Opinitin that tin* Foreign MinistiT should !«• mfornuMi of 
impossibility of deporting Air. AIhumI and mlviHi'il of .\ineriran 
Alinister's rt*adtne.Hs. t«} <li.HciiHs iMK-^sihle toi li*gal 

proce<lure. 

From ihf MintHtrr in <*htna itrl.i 

infonmition that on July 24 tlu' editor <»f the Lrt%*hr, 

an Kngiish language jmjwT iiiror|M»rnfefl io In imvare hut of 
international inriuditig t ‘hinese ^uviiershij*, uas iiofitn'il 
that tin* Ministry of Iiit**ri4ir ha*! ordered een»*n»rship of tie* 
pa|H»r. 

/‘Vom the Minister in fViiwfi Ur/. I 

Transfer of the l*rkino LrmUr to new ownership and roiitrol, 
aiivice that th<* Journal de /VAi/i was ndusefl iwistal faeilittes 
on July 31. 

From the Minister in China th7.) 

Opinion that it would Ih^ a tartieai error to reo|>eii the Al>efid 
case; reque.st for authnrtssatioii to make no nudv unless situa- 
tion alters. * • 


769 


769 


770 


771 


Aug. 9 To the Minister in Chinn (fr/.) 

(264) . ('ancelation of I)ei>artment*s telegram No. 243. July 23. 


771 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Cl 


CHINA 


Press Restrictions by Chinese Authorities Affecting American Citizens 

IN China — Continued 


r>at<^ and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
Nov. 16 
(6253) 1 

i 

Frmn the Consul General at Shanghai to the Minister in China 
Transmittal of pertinent material and correspondence in the 
matter of reqtiest received from the Commissioner of Foreign 
i AffairH for institution of legal proceedings against Carl Crow, 
(sditor of the American Shanghai Evening Post^ arising out of 
strike of the pajxir’s ('hinese employees, subsequent denial of 
postal privileges, and publication of caricatures and criticisms 
of C’hinest^ authorities. 

771 

Dec. 23 
(6324) 

1 From the Consul General at Shanghai to the Chargi in China 

1 Advice that attitu<ie of the Shanghai Evening Post in the 
! matter of the strike has been upheld by labor committee of 
the Bhanghai Municipality; also, that the postal ban continues 
« hut that Itie newspajx'r does not suffer materially, having 
ma<i<» other arrangeimujt.s for di.stribution. 

773 


Treaty RjunTLATiNo Tariff Relations Between the United States 
AND China, Signed July 25, 1928 


1029 
Jan. 1 
(7) 


Jan. 7 

m 


Jan. 22 
(45) 


Jan. 22 
(4m 


Jan. 22 
(2S) 


From thr Miniater in China (tel.) 

Dcsiw for aiithorizHtion to request of the C'hinese Govern- 
immi confinnation of U. K. GovermnenCs understanding that, 
under Bino- American tariff trtaty of July 25, 1928, the 
Cnite<i Bt at4*rt is entideci to eiaiin for goods imported into China 
by Aini*rican nationals and for all American produce and 
manufuc(un‘s imported into China the treatment established 
l>y any sulisequtmt tmitie.s concluded between China and 
fon*ign powers. 

To thr Minister in Chinn (teL) 

Note f«»r i«*rsonal <h*Iivery to the Foreign Minister (text 
print e<i), stating V. B. Government’s iniderstanding of the 
puriK>rt and inti'nt <if the treaty, and requesting assurance 
that it Is also the Chin<‘se tlovernment’s understanding; 
informatifin that S^Miate consideration of the treaty will be 
postponed jsuiding receipt of such aH.surance. 

From the Minister iti Chinn (tel.) 

From Perkins, (’ounselorof Legation, at Nanking: Informa- 
tion that the Fonngn Minister, upon receipt of note, January 
17, stated that the meaning of the treaty was clear and that 
there would l)e no difilculty in meeting' U. S. Government’s 
wishes, indicating a.ssent to’rt»<|iiest for WTitten reply. 

From the Minister in China {tel.) 

.’VsHiimption that satisfactory written reply from the Chinese 
will Ik* awaited Ix'fore further action is taken on the treaty. 

7^0 the Minister in China (tel.) 

.\(ivice tlmt the ('hinese reply should quote text of American 
note and should state that such is Chinese understanding of 
pur|K»rt and intent of the treaty. 
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775 


776 
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CII 


LIBT or FAFSaS 


Treaty 


l>at«and 

numb^ 


1929 
Jail. 23 
(50) 


Jail. 24 


Jan. 24 
(30) 


Jan. 28 
(36) 


Jan. 28 


Jan. 29 


Jan. 29 
(07) 


Jan. 29 
(39) 


Jan. 29 


Jan. 29 


CHINA 


liEoynATimi Tariff liKLATioNa Brtwrk.v this t KiTatt Htatisii ani> 
CaiNfA, 8iUNE0 Jiil*Y 25, 1928 C'wiitiiiiiiHl 


t^uhiPH 




From ihe Mt«i«/er i « Chitm (IW.) 

From PctrkiiiR, January 22; from 5liii- 

ister, January 21, stating tho ChitM?iio C«€>v€*rfim©iii’s iiit^rpm- 
tatioii of tho trf»aty. 

Inforniatioa that the C'outtm»Uir of lA^gattun in lieing iiu^tnirt- 
ed to obtain from the Fonugii Mitisster a note iti the form 
pr€sseril>ed by telc^graiii No. tif January 22. 

To the Comitl oi Nankin^f 

For Perkins; Advioe that the Chtnem^ rr^ply shottlfl ciiutfe 
text of Anieriean note and should state that siirti ts the ilitnem^ 
understanding of the purport and intent of the treaty, 

To iho MintMier in China (tel.) 

Advice that the Department tioes not uUh to bulge any 
protest against putting the new t'tiines#* tariff sehtHtitle into 
effect; Instruct ifuis^ hoa^ever, to tratisintt from the kkn^minry 
of State to the Foreign Minister a iiiefMiagt^ (teat pririteili, stat- 
ing that it Is noted with regret that the new tariff itnismt^ m\ 
certain commodities^ iin|M)rt<Hl iirtiieitmlly from the I tiiiecl 
States, duties lilgher than thosf« rt^garded as equitaliie bv I lie 
Peking Tariff <*o«ferenc?e of I92fb 

To tho Afinisfrr in China itei.) 

Probability that Senate will liegin eoiisitteratiiin of tn^atv 
on January 30; i list ntct ions to address ant it her nott* Iti the 
Foreign Mtnister in e%*«uit he dfs*s not rt^plv in terinn nuiueptiul 
in pursuance of the l>epartment*s instmrtioim. 

From the Con* id at Xnnking itri.) 

From Perkins: Inability of Fon*ign Minister to aer**nt pre- 
cise phraseology used by the De{mrtment. 

From the Minieter in Chtrm ta the Ctfr$Mul ai //tirtun 

Opinion that, i^ter ratihcattoii of the new" treaty, tlie onlv 
valid^ protest against new levies w"ottltl Is* in the rio«e *»f clear 
discrimination against American gooiis or Atm*riratt 

From the Mininter in China (iri.) 

Request that the I>epartiiu>iit reconsitier pritiHisal of aef?«*i»c- 
mg a coiiiprpmise, as set forth in telegram No :in, Januarv 2H, 
and authon 2 ;e the Minister tci infiirm the Fon^ign Minister 
that the ^nate will luigtti eonsideratitin tjf the irf*atv on Jan- 
uary 30 and that ratification will \w withheld unless the rt- 
quired assurances art* received. 


7V) the Minieter in China (iri.) 

Advice that Deimrtnient merely wishes the Ftirtfign 5Iiri- 
ititcr to be informal of its uiidemtarifhng of treaty's meaning, 
so that corrt'HfKmdence may cease* at that jHunt. ' 


From the Comui at Nanking {tel} 

Fmm Perkins: Acceptance by Foreign Minister of exac: 

legation’s note; prupoaal for chaitgeii ii 
phraseology of remainder. 


From the Consul at A’anAring (tel.) 

3[>^pArtiiient desires to ad- 
American note, ineatia other 

m” S2"s ■” •” •" 
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XA&T OF PAPEOEtSf 


CIII 


CHINA 


Trbaty Rkofi^ating Tariff Ret.ations Between the United States and 
China, Signed Jtidy 25, 1928 — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1929 

Feb. 1 e.morandu m hy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
Conversation of the C-hinese Minister with the Secretary of 
State, and subsequently with other officers of the Department, 
in which it was explained that the point at issue was the ap- 
parent unwillingness of the Foreign Minister to commit him- 
sf?lf in writing to the U. S. Government's understanding of the 
treaty, and the C/hinese Minister explained that he did not 
see Ills way free to go into the matter with his Government. 


783 


Feb. 1 


To the Consul at Nanking {tel.) 

For Perkins: Instructions to endeavor to come to an agree- 
ment with the Foreign Minister upon a mutually acceptable 
text ; noninsistcnce by the Department on any particular 
phrasijology so long as the adopted formula is comprehensive, 
clear, and unequivocal in assuring that treaty is to be inter- 
pret<Ki as providing most-favored-nation treatment. 


785 


Feb. 4 


Fc'b. 4 


Feb. 6 
(728) 


From the Consul General at Shanghai {tel.) 

From Perkins: Information that agreement has been 
r<*aeh<‘d witli h'oreign Minister that text shall be the same as 
original U. 8. draft with the substitution of one clause (text 
printed), and that Foreign Minister in return will quote U. S. 
note and give assurance asked for; request for the Depart- 
ment’s approval and authorization to sign. 

To the Consul General at Shanghai (tel.) 

I'o Perkins: Transmittal of text of note as Department now 
understands it to read, with instructions, if this text is as 
agnH»d upon, to effect signature and exchange immediately. 

(Footnote: Information in telegram from Perkins, Febru- 
ary 6, that notes were exclianged February 6.) 

From the Counselor of the American Legation in China to the 
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
I'nderstanding regarding most-fa vorecl-nation character of 
the treaty. 


785 


788 


786 


Feb. 6 
(660) 


From the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Counselor 
of the American Ijegation in China 
Setting forth text of U. S. note of the same date and confirm- 
ing that such is the understanding of the Chinese Govern- 
ment. 


787 


Feb. 13 
(104) 


Feb. 23 


Feb. 24 
(136) 


From the Minister in China {tel.) 

Request for authorization to address to Foreign Minister, 
on occasion of exchange of ratifications of the treaty, a note 
ohmTving that although treaty is not to become operative 
until four months after exchange of ratifications, the U. S. 
Government is not disposed to initiate any protest against the 
application by China of the new import tariff. 

From the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (tel.) 

Expression of felicitation on the occasion of the mutual 
ratification of the treaty. 

(Footnote: Exchange of ratifications at Washington, Febru- 
ary 20.) 

From the Minister in China {tel.) 

Telegram of felicitation from the Minister of Finance, Feb- 
ruary 23, and American Minister’s reply of the same date 
f texts orinted). on occasion of ratification of the treatv. 
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LIST or PAPERS 


Thjsaty 


T>ate aort 
nutiiber 


1929 
Feb. 25 


Feb, 25 


Mar. 1 


KrroHTa 

IN 


1929 
Jan. 3 
( 2 ) 


Jan. 5 

( 8 ) 

Jan. 10 


Jan. 10 
(24) 


Jan. 21 i 
(42) : 


! 


CHINA 


EK<un,ATiNci Tariff Riti.ATiuN» IlKTwisieN thk rNiTi;n Htatka am» 
China, 8 i«NKt> Ji*i-v 25, I92H CNiiitiriiiiHl 


HnhJirH \ |*j|g|, 


To the Chinese Minhtrr for Foreign Affmre itelA > 7 R 0 

KxprmHkm of appreciation for iiieanaiie of Fetinmry 23, i 

To the Co»«w/ General at Shanghai (#rf J ; 7^9 

For the Miiiiater; liiformation that the lH*|«arttnefit h ^ 

{>leaeod witii the telegraiiiH traiiftiiiltUHl in teiearatn No. 130 
of February 24, and that they are Udna published, t«»aether 
with the i>er«onal ieiearaiim t^xelianipnl tM*twi*4*ti the Serr^’tarv 
of State and the Foreign Miiimter. " j 

To the Coneul General at Shanghai UrtA 7 ^ 

For the Mininter: Opiniutt that the V. 8. Ckivernttient should 
re«t content with making the adverm* cotnttient whtch waA 
outlined in telegram Ko, 30, January 24, and that it would Ik» 
inexiH^dient to make the oHietai prolCAt outlined in the MiniA- 
ter*K telegram X«. 101 of February* 13. 


OF THK Unitko Htatka To Mki.t Hitt AiiiiN C hkatfo nt IjweoHtTmK 
v^HiNA OF Iaxkh Cht.NHinKKKn Vsfxtu T«i \\fr.ait'AS TwAin; 


From the Mininter in China {tel.\ 

HequeAt for authoriacation to forwanl to the Chinese thn-- 
ernnmnt a note (text itriiited) prott^tiiig agaiimt the artioii of 
local ant horit lea at Canlon in illegally Md/.ing and detaining 
two htandard Oil Vn, and tjlwrvitig that their unwill- 

, ingneHH to meet with Amertean olliciaU eontrilmted to the 
t protracte<l dt4ay in relf*af«e tif ve 4 iNt*lA. 

j To the AfimVitcr in China (tel,) 
j Ap|)roval of pro|io«ed mde. 


I i* rom ihe tninier in CAina (a the €*t»nMitl at iiankou* 
i . to tiiwcuAA iiihiriiialiy with loral anthoritieA 

J the fact that imiamituin of iiicrt^aAed tfibaeni tax !« «ua*raitiig 
i unfairly against the Liggett and MyerA Tol.aeeu Ci.., and t»» 
Huggewt that enforcement l>e delayed until the eom|iativ ha%e 
I tHJCn given a fair iqiport unity t« receive Autlirient hulekn to 
place tlieia on an etpiiil btiAiH with their roii»|H*t itf*rn. 


To the Minister in fVitaa Urt.) 

Telegram from Wenu^ C, Hmith tVn of t ‘levelnnd, Cliio, 
to the Uepartment of ( umtneree iteAt printedi alleging that 
Uie action of the C hinene (tovermnent at liankow in itn|>t>Aiitg 
heavy tax on wcxid oil ex|Mm« without <lue ni 4 ire in unfair, 
instructionH to investigate and take «ueh action as apiM^ars 
ajipropnate. 


Fram the Mininier in i 'hirm (irlJ 

receipt of nutihratirm from the 
C onsul at Hankmv, January 15, that local wihmI oil tax woiihl 
January 16, tlie lA‘gation nent instruriions te» 
Legatmn at Nanking (text print^’ib to urge 
l^orcign Muuxter that tax i>e post {Mined in ordi*r to iM*rmit 
theniHelve.M inaufar aa »hi{uneiita already 

** Legation January 18: Information 
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CHINA 


Efforts of tiik Unitkd Statks To Meet Situation Created by Imposition 
IN China of Taxes Considered Unfair to American Trade — Continued 


Pttto and 
imrnlHT 

Subject. 

Page 

1929 
Feb. 1 
{1900) 

From the Mminier in China 

Reported intention of the KwaiiMtung Government to put cer- 
tain consumption taxes into effect in the Canton area: Coun- 
selor of Ijiegation’H discussion of the matter with the Foreign 
Minister, and latter's advice, January 18, that the taxation 
would not go into effect. 

794 

Fisli. 2 
(4«) 

To the Minister in China {iel.) 

Assumption that the I.,egation has been advised that the 
Chinese authorities at Hankow have received no instructions 
regarding cancelation of tax and has instructed the Counselor 
of Legation to bring matter to attention of Foreign Minister. 

796 

Feb. 7 
(1899) 

; From the Consul at Harbin to the Minister in China 
j Customs notification No. 433, February 1 (text printed), 

' con<*erning levy of surtaxes effective February 1; information 
j with regard to attitude of British and Japanese colleagues. 

796 

Feb. 21 
(ISO) 

1 From the Consul at Mukden to the Minister in China 
j lnf«>rmation that the Consulate lodged a protest with the 
Ctuninissioner of Fortugn Affairs, February 4 against confis- 
! cation of oil stocks of the Texas Co. at Tiehliug. 

798 

Feb. 21 
(270) 

j From the Consul at Tsingtao to the Minister in China 

1 Innuiry as to advisability of making representations regard- 
1 ing niscriniination against American interests arising from 

1 refusal of local Jajmnese authorities to permit imposition of 

1 cust<imH surtaxes on Japanese subjects. 

799 

Mnr. 1 
( 192()) 

j From the Consul at Hurlnn to the Minister in China 
! Opinion that, in view of determination of provincial authori- 
tie.s to coih'ct constmiption and sales taxes, it. would appear 
)jsele.Hs to j)roteHt against their levy; observation that it is 
ht)ped the Central Oovernment will some day be in a position 
to prevent levy of exorbitant local import taxes. 

801 

Mnr. o 
(192) 

! Frotn the Consul at Mukden to the. Minister in China 

1 Rej)ort U|K)n Japanese attitude toward the application of 

: new import tariff aiui export surtax(ss at Antung and the 
siHM’ial arrangiunents mfi<ie for colkKffion of duties from 
Jupan«‘se subjects. 

802 

.Mar. 12 

From the Minister in China to the Consul at Tsingtao 
\ instructi«»ns to make formal protest to local authorities 

agai{)st nonpayment t*f surtaxes by Japanese; authorization 
to iise gotwi offices with Customs Surtax Bureau to the end 
that njt«*rcbandise for export contracted for by American 
intere.sts prior to date of |)roinu!gation of surtaxes should be 
exempted. 

804 

Ajir. 1 
(070) 

From the Consul Genmil at Hankow to the Minister in Chi7ia 
Infiirmatitnt that local authorities are completely igtioring 
instruetioiusof the Nanking ( lovcTnment and are bringing every 

1 possible pn\ssur<* to bear on local exporters of wood oil to pay 
; th€?spi»cia! tax. 

I 805 

1 



CVI 


usrr OF PAPBKS 


CHINA 


Effowts or TH® Unitbd States To Meet Situation Created bt Imfosition 

IN China of Taxes Considebed Unfaie to Ambbican Trade Coiitliiui^ 


Date and 
naml96r 

Buhiect 

PftKS 

1929 
Apr. 15 
(283) 

From the Mini»i«r in China (tei.) . 

Request for authorisation to protest to the Chinese (•ovorn* 
ment against discrimination against American nationals and 
goods arising from the special treatment accorded to JaiMuiese 
nationals and goods in the matter of imposition of certain sur- 
taxes; transmittal of proposed draft note in this sense. 

Btm 

Apr. 17 
(209) 

From the Coneul at Mukden to the Alinieter in China 

Information concerning the special arrangements whereby 
export surtaxes am not being paid by Japaneae shippers at 
Newchwang. 

806 

Apr. 20 
(131) 

To the Minieter in China (tel.) . . . , . , . 

Authorisation to send note as drafted, with certain changes. 

807 

Apr. 22 

From the Minuttr in China to the Comut Genemt at Hankow 

Doubt that the facta in the caat^ of payment by the S^mith 
Co. of the special export tax on wckkI oil at ilankow. which 
the Minister of Finance haa ordered emnceleft, wotild juntify the 
filing of a diplomatic claim. 

808 

Apr. 26 

From the Minuter in China to the Coneui General at TienUin 
Opinion that, in the absence of any diaerimiiiatory feature 
regarding the iniix^sition or coUectioii of stamp taxea on gtKxift 
imported from Shanghai under exemption eerlifleat«*«, C'oiiatil- 
ate General should take no action in the matter. 

B09 

Apr. 30 
(^66) 

From the Minuter in China 

Note No. 757 to the Foreign Minister Hext printed) in 
regard to discriminatory practices against American itatiiuials 
and goods in collection by C-hinesi? atilhoritie* tif certain sur- 
taxes. 

809 

May 18 ! 
(1223) 1 

To the Minister in China 

Transmittal of letter from the Hinith <%>., May U, sinting 
belief that they should receive rt»fuml of tul taxes {jaid ai 

Hankow; instructions to take such action as m deiuned ail vis- 
able. 

Eli 

1 

■1 

1 

June 20 

From the Coruui Oeneral at Tientsin to (he Minister m C Airin 
Decision of consular iMidy to transmit t4» their ministers a 
protest by the Tientsin General GhaiidH?r of ( ‘oniineree against 
action of the Provincial <«overnnif*ut in ordering an iiiereaw’ m 
likin rates in violation of undertakings of the National tioverii” 
ment. 

i Hll 

1 

! 

June 27 
(516) 

From the Minister in China {tel.) 

Inquiry whether, in view of ls*gation*s instruct iiui to Han- 
kow, April 22, it is desired that action Ih* taken on Depart- 
ment's instruction No. 1 223 of May IH, 

1 B12 

i 

1 

July 1 
(221) 

To the Minister in China (tei.) 

Instructions to <iin?ct Consul General at Hank»m to take up 
matter with local authorities and attempt to effect local mdtle- 
ment; suggestion that com|>any may consider it dt*siralil<^ to 
prepare formal <iiplomatic claim. 

' 812 



LIST OP PAPERS 


cvn 


CHINA 

Efforts of thb United States To Meet Situation Created bt Imposition 
IN China of Taxes Considered Unfair to American Trade— Continued 



1929 
July 12 
(564) 


July 23 
(617) 


Aug. 17 
(725) 


Oct, 18 
(903) 


Oct. 21 


Oct. 24 
(347) 


Xov. 20 
(1016) 


From the Minuter in China (ieL) 

From Hankow, July 10: Recommendation that Nanking 
o ^ requested to cancel special tax imposed on the 

Smith Co. for storage of wood oil at Hankow, as tax is purely 
discriminatory. 

Information that this message was repeated to Nanking 
with instructions (text printed) to register emphatic protest 
with Foreign Ministry and urge cancelation of tax. 

From the Minuter in China (teL) 

Advice that Consul at Nanking is being instructed to renew 
repreHcntations to the Foreign Minister in the matter of dis- 
cninination against the Smith Co. 

From Hankow, July 16: Advice that present tax on storage 
of wood oil has no relation to the special tax abolished in April. 

From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

From Nanking, August 15: Advice from Foreign Minister 
that (Umtoms at Hankow has been instructed to discontinue 
colU'Ction of taxes on wood oil stored by the Smith Co. 

From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

Otwiervatton that customs notification No. 1157, August 12 
(excerpt printed), provides for unilateral action by customs 
authorities in matter of disputes with regard to valuation of 
iin|K>rta instead of arbitral method of procedure specified in 
Bino- American treaty of Octolwr 20, 1920; assumption that no 
protest should l>e made. 

From (he Minuter in China to the Consul at Tsingtao 

Instructions to lodge protest with local authorities against 
tiiscriminatory features of the goods tax now being collected at 
'rsingtao. 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

.Vdvice that no n^asons are i>ercoived for protesting against 
ajijilication of the new procedure outlined in telegram No. 903, 
Octolier IB. 

From the Minuter in China (tel.) 

From Hankow, Novemlier IB: Infonnation that the trade 
is again agitated liy collection of siw^cial tax on wood oil under 
consol itiated tax schedules and that tax officials are enforcing 
tax in a drastic manner. 

ProiKmal to instruct Consul General that, in absence of dis- 
crimination, a protest to Fonngn Ministry is not called for, 
and to suggest that lie attempt informally to bring about less 
drast ic means of collecting tax. 

(Footnote: Information that the Department approved the 
proiKmal by telegram No. 383. November 23.) 


813 


813 


814 


814 


816 


816 


816 



CVIII 


OST OF FAFERJI 


CHINA 


Protests by the United States Against PRorcmKn C^iiinbsk Financiai* 
Measures Diverting Revenues From Payment or AMr.moAN I.oans in 
Default 


X>ate and 
number 


Subjert 


1 

I 

! 


1920 
Jan. 28 
(59) 


From, the Minialer m China (id,) ! 

Note from the Foreign Minister,. January 18 (text jprin ted), j 
advising of State Coimcirs decision to set aside $5»0dQ,00D of ^ 
new customs revenues for adjustment of fortugn and domestic j 
loans and to establish a committee to adjust such loans; pro- ! 
posal of American Minister to acknowledge reccdpt of note | 
without comment. | 


r»ire 


817 


Feb. 7 
(51) 


Feb. 8 
(05) 


Feb. 21 
(1032) 


Tc the Minister tn China UeL) 

Inquiry whether action has l>eeti taken on DepartnienUH 
telegram No. 414. Decemljer 19» 1928 which directed trans- 
mittal to Foreign Minister of rtniuest for assurance that no 
policy will l>e adopted regarding obligations to foreign creditors 
that will result in discrimination against Anwriemn creditors. 
Approval of Minister’s pro|Mmal contained in telegram No. 59 
of January 28. 

From the Minister in China (tri,) ! 

^ Advice that note in accordance with instritcthms of telegraiii | 
No. 414 of December 19, 1928, was dispatched on December ! 
27, 1928; also, that Foreign Minister's note of January IH was j 
ackno%vledge<l withotU comment in nt>ie of February 7. 

From the Minider in China 

Foreign Minister’s note No. L 961, Fet»ruary 6 (ti^xt printed i. 
stating that the various .American cliitins are l*eiiig cotinidiTed 
jointly with other foreign claims with a view to e>‘tnbb?»hing a 
method of prucedun» for handling. j 


818 


8IH 


SIK 


Mar. 9 j ilfemoramium hj/ ihr A9ni»ittni Srrreiary of Stair jsH) 

' Conversation with tJeorge Hroit^on Ken. af Shiinghat c<»n- 
I corning possibilities of assisfing the < 'lune*^** < Mivermni-iit to 
1 obtain funds for a program of ratlroa<i c«»iini ruction. i 

Mar. 21 | From the Minister in Chinen Uel.) S29 

(196) j Receipt of ccuuiaunicathms (**Acerpt printed) front Charles 
I R. Bennett, American gnmp reprcHtuitat ive nt Pfktng «»f ihi* 
Hukuang Railway loan group banks, regartitiig st^rious tin*- ! 

I crimination against foreign bondliohlers in charges on rtistoms i 
J revenues, and <»xpn*aHing htipe that prot€»st will be lodgvnl witli 
the Chinese Government. l{t»coiiiiiienilatit>n for authorisation 
to take up matter with Foreign Minister either jointly or 
coincidently with interesti'd British. French, and t Jermnn 
colleagues. 

To the Minister in China (trl.) H2I 

Doubt whether renewed protest wouhi accomplifth anything 
of immediate value; i>ermisMion to discuss matter with cob 
leagues. 

To the Minister in China (tel.) Vi22 

Understanding that Ontrai Kxecutive Committee ih eon- 
mdermg proposal whereby loti milUons of British and ItuHnian 
Boxer Indenmity funds may be used for issuance id b*mds t<i 
nnance completion of C’anton-ilankow anil !. unghat Railways; 
instructions to investigate ami rt*p«rt, especially as to |u>.Hsihle 
granting of preferential rights to tlie countries naincfl in 
supplying of materials. 


Mar. 27 
(105) 


June 15 
(198) 



LIST OF PAPERS 


ctx 


CHINA 


Protksts by thk Lnitei) States Aoainst Proposed Chinese Financial 
Measures pivBRTXNO Revenues From Payment of American Loans in 
Defa V LT^ — ( V>ntiimed 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Fago 

1920 
June 21 
(499) 

i 

From the Minister in China (tel,) 

From Nanking^ June 20: Approval by Central Executive 
Committee, June 17, of proposal substantially as outlined in 
Department's telegram No. 198, June 15; information that 
there will bo no preference as to nationality of materials to be 
purchased abroad. 

822 

June 26 1 
(510) 1 

1 

From the Minister in China (lei,) 

From Nanking, June 24: Information from the British 
Minister tliat Parliament had not yet made public the terms 
j by which the British Boxer Indemnity would be remitted to 
China, and that it was likely that Parliament would decide that 
the money should be used to purchase British goods. 

823 

June 29 ' 
(522) ! 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

From Nanking, June 28: Advice that the British Minister 
reminded the Foreign Minister of the existing contractual 
ohligatimm with respect to railway construction which the 
British Covernment expc^cted to be fulfilled by the Chinese 
Government. 

823 

July 3 
(2174) 

From the Minister in China ^ 

Inf<>rmation that a joint note was forwarded on June 24 to 

1 the Foreign Minister by the American, British, and French 

1 dii>loinatie representatives, protesting against partial default in 
j payment of the service of tlie loan due June 3. 

824 

Aug. 5 
(1313) 

To the Minister in China 

Instructions to investigate reported formation and first 
, nuH*ting of a anutnisHUm for readjustment of domestic and 
foroign debts, and to furnish opinion whether the formation of 
this commission affords a favorable occasion for calling atten- 
tion to the sums owed l>y the C?hine«e Governmeiit to American 
citizens and organizations. 

824 

Sfpt. 3 

* Memorandum by the Assistant ASecretar?/ of State 

1 Conversation with Mr. Uea of Shanghai who expressed the 

opiniiui that the speech at Amsterdam by Mr. Larnont of 
J. I'. Morgan Jk C'o. had nut a quietus on any possibility of 
securing such a loan as Nfr. Kea had originally undertaken to 
t)i>tain for Chinese railway construction. 

825 

Sept. 0 

From the Consul at Nanking (teL) 

.\ssurance by Foreign and Finance Ministries that ^vork of 
<’«»innuttce is just beginning and that there is no foundation 
for press reports that foreign creditors will soon be invited to 
Nanking. 

82t> 

Oet, \n 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

Meunoranduin t>f convfwsation between the Consul General 
at Sluiughai anti the Clunese Minister of Finance, October 5 
(tc.Kt printed), from which the Consul General gained the im- 
s pression that all indebtedness for railway equipment would be 
' giv«m preference over loans and other debts. 

827 

Del. 24 
(346) 

i To the Minister in China (iel.) 

] Heciuest fur opinion as to advisability of arranging for 

i presentation to the Commission of American claims of in- 
! debtedne.ss. 

828 



cx 


Um OF FAFSHS 


CHINA 


Peotests bt the United Stateb Aoainst Pkopoiied Chineiie Financial 
Measures Diverting Eevences From Payment or American Ilians in 
Default — Continued 


Bate and 
number 

Hubirct 

Ra«» 

1929 
Oct. 28 

From the Minieier m China (UL) 

828 

(930) 

Opinion that the politico-military situalkm makes the 

present time unadvantageous for presenting American claims 
to the Commission. 




Continued Negotiations Concerning the Federal Tei^eoraph C^impant's 
Contract With the Chinese CUivernment 


1929 
Sept. 25 
(1363) 


Nov. 4 
(959) 


Nov. 14 
(998) 


Dec. 16 
(1156) 


Dec. 29 
(1199) 


1930 
Jan. 3 
(9) 


To the Minieier in China 

Draft note for the Foreign Minister (text prititeii), rtKittesting 
on behalf of the Federal Telej^raph Co. that the ChiiiesiT Go%*- 
erninent fulfill certain obligations intposiHl u|K)tt it l>,v cuntraet 
of January 8, 1921 » as amended, in order that the eomimny 
may proceed with ereoUoti and operation of radic» slatioits 
in China. 

(Footnote: Information that the note was daifnl and dis- 
patched October 31.) 

From the Af mister in China (it!.) 

From Nanking: (Vnfirmation by Ministry of (Nitiununiea- 
tions of press report concerning proixm^i ewtaldishnient of 
sj^cial government ccinmiitb*^* to rt^vist? existing ealile. teje- 
pnonc, and wireless contracts with fon^ign coriHiralimis. 

From the Minister in China (tr/.) 

From Nanking, NovemlnT 3: Inforinatiofi from Urn Min- 
iatry of Communications that pro}Him^d s{s*riai cotiimittre will 
deal only with contracts of iireat Northern anti Kaslern Ex- 
tension Telegraph (Companies. 

From the CHargi in China itei.) 

Press dispatch. DeceinlsT 14 (text printed), re[»t>rting that 
the Eastern Cable Co. will mnm Ih» iiotifitTd that ita contract 
will not be renewed in its present form. 

From the Ckargi in C^inc (tetj 

Press dispatch from Nanking. I)ecemlH»r 2(1 (text printetl), 
reporting that notice of canccdatitisi uf contract was mTt ed on 
the Federal Telegraph t'o. on Deciunlwr 24 ami that the 
notice re<|ueated dispatch of representativi s to Nanking to 
enter into new negotiations. 

(Footnote: Information that notice that their contracts 
would expire on December 31. 1930, was given to the Great 
Northern Telegraph Co., Ltd; to the Easterii Extension. 
Australia and China Telegraph Co,. Ltd; and to the Com- 
mercial Pacific Cable Co.. LtrlJ 

From the Chargi in China (iei.) 

Nuking, December 30. I92S; InfunnAiiou from 
** o* Communications that the Governmefit has not yet 
omcially notified the Federal Telegraph Vo, of cancelalhm of 
Its contract, but that both the Amertean and JapaneiM^ wireiess 
contracts will definitely be canceled. 


829 


831 


831 


H32 

H32 


H3S 


LIST OF PAPimS 


cxr 


Chinese 


Date and 
number 


1929 
Mar. 1 
(1133) 


Apr. 20 
(I>-67) 


May 16 


Mav 18 
(166) 


May 23 
( 415 ) 


June 1 
(181) 


June 6 
(448) 


June 7 
a 87) 


CHINA 

Regulations Restricting Importation op Radio Equipment and 
Materials 


Subject 


Page 


To the Minuter in China 

luBtnictions to ascertain whether regulations governing im- 
portation and use of radio apparatus have been promulgated 
by the National Government, and if they have, whether they 
would prohibit dissemination of radio messages received by 
broadcast from stations in foreign countries. 

From the Coneid at Nanking to the Minuter in China 

Letter from official of Ministry of Communications, April 17 
(excerpt printed), reporting recent issuance of an order that 
permission of Ministry of War must be secured for importa- 
tion of radio apparatus; press dispatch, April 18 (text printed), 
stating that the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs of Kiangsu 
has been instructed to lodge a protest with the French Consul 
General in Bhanghai against the dispatching and receiving of 
commercial messages by the French radio station. 

From the Consul General at Shanghai (teL) 

To Peking; Information that the prohibition against further 
imiKjrtation of ra<iio equipment, issued April 13, was only 
l>roiight to the attention of American exporters when they 
attempted to enter shipments from America, and that there is 
over $100,000 of American radio materials now on the high seas. 

To the Minister in €?hina (ieL) 

Instructions to advise the Chinese Government of the hard- 
ship inflicted upon American importers by lack of reasonable 
iH)ticf‘ and urge extension of time for entry of goods now in 
transit. 

From the Minieter in China (ieL) 

Information that the Department's telegram No. 166, May 
18, was rcfK'ated to the Consul General at Shanghai with in- 
structions (text printed) for representations if deemed expedi- 
ent; re|>ort from the Consul General, May 22, that he deemed 
immediate action nec«?ssary and made representations to the 
Foreign Minister. 

To the Minister in China (teL) 

In<|iiiry as to present status of prohibition against importa- 
tion of radio eciufpment. 

From the Minister in China (teL) 

From Bhanghai, June 4: Advice that the embargo is still 
absolute. 

C'onsul General’s representations of May 22 (text printed); 
iiKpiiry whether Department desires that further representa- 
tions \>o made. 


833 

834 

835 

836 

836 

837 

837 


To the Minister in China (td,) 

Authorisation for the Legation to act on its own discretion; 
suggestion that further representations be withheld unless 
sjHJCiic complaints are received from imjwrters. 


838 





CXXI 


LIST OF PAFKfIS 


CHINA 

ChINBBK RBGtrLATIONS RiSSTRItnriNa IlirORTATION f»r Ua!*IO Kqril*MI5NT AKr> 

Matk»iai.b — Contiimi*d 


Date and 
number 


Sid.Jrt! 


1929 
June 20 
(495) 


From tht MiniA^er in CAiw/t iiel.) 

From Bhanghtti, June 19: Note from the Foreign Ministry, 
June 14 (text printed), quoting text of letter front ^linlster of 
Finance in which it is stated that the issuanc?© of fierinits by 
the Ministry of War for the import of radio apparatus has been 
discontinueli by mandate ami that Fiimnee Aliiiistry is now 
considering a way to modify or adapt the restrietifins t<# eir- 
cumstanees. 


> 

! 

i 




I mn 

i 

i 

i 


July 15 
(570) ! 

1 


I 


From the Minieier in CAiria (l<?f.) 

From Nankinft, July 13: Advice that raiificntiftn by t^hiiia 
of the international radio telegraph convention signecl at 
WaHhington in 1927 is almost completed, 

(Footnote: Information tliat the C*liiiiesi^ iiistritinetit of 
ratification, to|cethf*r with a declaration. i.vas de|)asiled by 
the Chinese Minister with the Detiartment of Slate on June 
23, 1930.) 


H39 


July 31 j Ckintee Begutaiione 

! Restricting importation of railio equipment and materials. 


Dec. 12 i From the Consui bViimil nt Shtinghni to ihf i'hurgt in t Vuau 
(6309) Letter from the local ( 'tiiniiii^vimier of ( 'hiIohih H‘\ei’r|it 
printed), stating that In* Ims nut Imsui rmtitlrd of removal of 
i the embargo. 


S39 

H40 


DiFFiernTiKs is <’hin-a or tuk Ckntiivi. A>^iATi»' l^xio niiinN or uir, \Mr.iin*AN 
MrsKi M or N ati itM. Histotn 


1929 : 

May 13 ; AlePtiomndum hy the i<rrrrinry «/ SUitr HIl 

; Conversation with the < ’hiin*He Mininter in whieb the Seen*- 
i tary of State imiiUed out the imtwm-*^ibilir v of the coiidilioii*» 
i which the ('hmese < lovern»neiit wiim to im|H»so on llie 

Roy Chapman Andrew.M e\peflifioii nud request e«i tlmi the 
Foreign Minister he advised of these views in order that Hie 
! expedition might Ih* to go forwartl ns s*Min as pos* 

; si hie. 

May 20 Afrmomnditm hy the AnninOtnt SrrreUttif nf Sttttr HI2 

(’unvcrsation with the Chinese Miiusti'r m wbieb the Serre 
tary of State, after having heard replies r»*r*'ived bv the Min- 
ister from his Government, stated that the r*phes dot not 
I quite meet thc^ situation, ami th«» Minister promised to ltd**- 
graph again, hoping to have a luon* favorabh* afisw er. 

June 4 I Afernoranditm hy the SrrrrUtry of SUtir 843 

j ConverHation lujt ween the .Secretary of St ate ami the < Idnese 
i Minister in which the Si’cretary e\presm?d the ho|H* that the 
Minister could pt^rsuade his t toveriiiiient to tind some sobii ion 
to permit the finds of the e\|M*ditioii to leave Cliiim, so that 
the exi>edition could proccH*<i with its work. 

June 10 From the Afinisder in Chinn ffW.) 840 

eoneerning MinisterV etfi*rts with tin* Foreign 
Alinister on behalf of the Andrews ex|H*<iiti*in. 



LIST OF PAPEHS 


CXIII 


CHINA 


DiKMcrLTiKs IN China or the Centrae Asiatic Expedition op the American 
Museum op Naturae History — Continued 


Date and j 
nxiinhct 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
June 12 

Mcmora?iduni by ike Assistant Secretan/ of State 

Oonversatiou with the Chinese Minister who advised that 
his Govenunont had issued a permit for export from China of 
t he 35 ciiKos of finds of the Andrews expedition into Mongolia 
in 1028, l>ut stated that the question of disposal of the collec- 
tions of the 1029 expedition remained to be settled under the 
new regulations now in preparation. 

847 

June 18 

lilrmorantium by the Assistant Secretary of State 

( Jonversation with the Chinese Minister in which the Assist- 
i ant Secretary advised that Dr. Andrews had sent a telegram 

1 from which it would appear that the Cultural Society was 

1 its(4f diedating the terms under which the expedition should 
proceeti and that the Museum was very much discouraged 
ami was prepared to witlulraw its expedition rather than go 

1 ahead under these arrangements. 

847 

June 24 

j Memnramlum by the Secretary of State 

j (Ninveraation with the Chinese Minister w'ho stated that a 

; demand for a ("hinese expert to go as co-director with Dr. 
i Andrews had been made by the Chinese society, but not by the 
j Chinese < {overnment, and stated that he di'd not anticipate 
j any troulile on that score. 

849 

June 28 
(219) 

To the Minister in (tvL) 

Ile<|uest for inhirmation on present status of Andrews 
expetiition. 

849 

Julv 2 
(528) 

j From the Mininier in China (tel.) 

j Advice that Dr. Andrews considers situation hopeless due 

! to tlie unfriemily attitude of the Cultural Society, but that he 
; is awaiting further instructions from the MiLscum. 

849 

July 12 

M e moron flu tn hy the Serretary of Stale 

( 'tinversation with the C -hinese Minister who stated that 
the {'hinese Iia<l givt*u up their claim to have a Chinese co- 
, director go with the expedition. 

850 

Julv 19 
(59r,) 

From the ^finister in China (tel.) 

Insi.sfenee of Cultural Society on division of 1029 finds before 
permission is granted to send collections to the United States 
for study; .Minister’s concurrence in Dr. Andrew's’ report to 
Museum that no hoini is seen for the future unless there is a 

1 ctJin|iletc change in attitude of the Government. 

850 

! 

July 2r» 

j 

^^eInorani{um by the Assistant Secretary of State 

Conver.sation with the Chinc.se Minister in which tVic 
.Assistant Secretary of Htate explained that the attitude of the 

1 (hilt oral Society made it impossible for the expedition to go 

1 ahea<l. 

i 851 

( 

i 

1 

! 

July 29 

' From the President and the Director of the American Musexan 
of Natural //i«forv. New "york 

Information that Dr. Andrews has been directed to send 
theothernuuii hers of the expedit ion back to the United States 
! but til remain in Peking himself and aw'ait the results of further 
negotiations; statement of views on the points at issue. 

1 852 

j 


i:i V4ii. It s 



CXIV 


LIST or PAPEHS 


CHINA 


Informai^ Hbprebkntationh To Protect Americ an Firm From Ac*tion oft»« 
Jafankbk Police in the Socth Mancmi ria Hailwaf Eone 






Date Mid 
number 

dubjeci 

Pax# 

1929 
June 25 
(2179) 

From the A/t«i«lrr i« China 

Inatructions to the Consul at Mukden prinitHi), inform- 

ing him that informal repreRen tat ions have l»een iitacle to the 
Japanese I.^gatioii which it is hoped w“iU prove siilfieient to 
cause the Japanese police to cease their etforts to clime the 
office of Foster- McCicllen Co.* an American firm, doing busi- 
ness in the Japanese Hallway Bettlement at hlukdeii. such 
action being in complete disregard of the extraterritorial privi- 
leges enjoyed by American citizens in C*hitia. 

853 

Aug. 16 
(2262) 

From the in China 

Belief that the action of the Japanese {Mitice m^as taken not 
in response to Government reguiatUms. Inil in resfionse to 
regulations of June I92H. as promulgated liy an association 
of Japanese chemists and drug dealers w'hich has lieen fairlv 
successful in driving out German and Htissian com pi^ti tors lit 
Manchuria. 

(Footnote: Information from the Minister in despatch Xfi. 
438, Bepteiiilmr 4, 1930, that no further action in the case was 
taken; also, that company's office was not closed.) 

B55 

Asbknt bt the Unitro Htatkb to thk Pkofobal or the <*niNrHr C Government 
Hebpectino Payment or HEUiiTTEii Hoxer IsorMNiTr Fi-Nim 

1928 
Aug. 14 

To (hr AVrrcMfy of (hr TV-ffiiuiry 

Inquiry whether any ohj<*rtion is seen to graritiiig to the 
Minister in ('htna authorization to make the fiiontlily pav- 
mentw of the 1908 Boxer indemnity remission <iireetly to iJie 
China Foundation of Kducation and <*iilture. in nrcfirilatire 
with arrangements HOW' l»eft»rethe Fxccutive Yuan for appr<»val. 

H5fi 

Sept. 24 
(315) 

To the A/ini>tcr m China (tei,) 

I^etter from the Treasury I>f»partmfnit fexcerpt print4‘d>, 
stating nonobjection to suggested procedttrt* for pavnient of 
the 1908 Boxer indemnity reinis«*tfm, niiil suggi^sting form of 
receipt to be secured; instructions to hand the payments to the 
China Foundation when the pro|s»sed proc«Hiure has lMr»fui ap- 
proved by the Fxecutive Yuan. 

H57 

Oct. 18 
(904) 

From the Afinialcr in China (tel.) 

Heceipt of sealed petition of Ministry of {•Gducation and 

1 f'aled Order in ('ouncil of the Kxecutive Yuan; transmittal 
to China foundation of July, August, and Heptemt»er install- 
ments of the 1908 remission. 

858 

Determination and Payment or American Cndkr mt: Acirkement 

IN DETT'LEMENT OF THE NaNKINO INCIDENT OF MaKCH 24, 1927 

1929 
Jan. 22 
(43) 

From the ikfiniater in CAsna <fe/.) 

Befiisal of Chinese Commissioners on Bino-American Claims 
Commission to consider claims filed by the Wckj Imithera, 
American citizens of Chinese parentaite; re<|ueitt for Inaimo- 
nons as to supr>ort to l>e given to their claims, in view of their 
dual nationality and domicile in country of their other allegi- 
ance, ^ 

858 



I/IST OF PAPERS 


cxv 


CHINA 


Detbbminahon and Payment op Akehican Claims Under the Agreement 
IN Sett lement op the Nanking Incident op March 24, 1927 — Continued 


Date and 
niimber 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
Jan. ^ 
(41) 

To the Minister in China (tel,) 

Advice that the Woo claims should be accorded the same 
support as other American claims. 

859 

Feb. 2 
(83) 

From the Minister in China {teL) 

From American Commtoioners: Information that all Amer- 
ican claims have been verified and assessed with the exception 
of the U. S. Government's claim, which the Chinese request 
be submitted in detailed form, and the matter of payment of 
inU^rest on claims, to which the Chinese refuse to agree. 

Instructions to American Commissioners, January 16, to 
reaffirm position that the claims settlement agreement sjxeci- 
fies that the Commission is to accept and approve the U. S. 
Government's claim as presented. 

859 

Feb. 9 
(57) 

To the Minister in China (iel,) 

Approval of instructions to American Commissioners; in- 
structions to direct Commissioners to reopen discussion of the 

1 inU^rest question. 

861 

Fel). 27 
(79) 

7'o the Minister in China (ieL) 

Instructions to direct American Commissioners to dispose 
of the Woo claims and the intore^jt question by reserving right 
to I negotiate elstj where for adjustment; also, if the Commission 
concludes its work as suggested, to endeavor to secure agree- 
ment with Chinese Government regarding the Woo claims, the 
int(*n'st question, and payment of further installments on 
total damages awarded. 

862 

Mar. 11 
(168) 

From the Minister in China (teL) 

( *oiicurrcuioe of Foreign Minister in view that the Woo claims 
an<l the Interest question should be reserved for diplomatic ne- 
gotiations; his intention to consult Finance Minister with re- 
gard to hastening payment of further installments. 

862 

Mar. 15 

From the American Commissioners on the Sino-American Joint 
Commissiofn 

Final report of th<^ Commission, March 13 (text printed). 

863 

June 1 
(182) 

i 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

Instructions to inform the Foreign Minister of the U. S. 
Government's satisfaction at the way in which the Joint Com- 
mission has done its work; to enquire regarding the time and 
manner of payment of the awards; and to state that if the 
amounts awarded to American claims are paid promptly, the 
U. H. Go%"«rnment will not be disposed to pr€^8.s further the ! 
claim for interest. 

869 

June 10 
(2138) 

From the Minister in China 

Information that the note 'wns dispatched to the Foreign 
Ministry, June 10, in accordance with telegram No, 182, June 
i, but that it was detuned inexpedient to include suggestion re- 
garding waiver of interest. 

870 

Julv 11 

(S28) 

To the Minister in China (tel.) 

Instructions to point out to Foreign Minister that certain 
claimants are in urgent need of the sums awarded to them and 
to urge prompt settlement. 

870 



CXVI 


LIST UK FAKEKS 


CHIXA 


DeTBHMINATXON AKI> pATfMKNT (>r AmKRH'A.V C’I.AIMH I sprit Tilt: AtiKKKMESfT 

IK Settlement or the NANEiN*»i Inithkkt or Mah«*ii 2J. 14*27 


X>ato anti 
number 




i J’w 


1^)29 
July 16 
(578) 



From the Minislrr in China Url.) 

Information from the Foreign Mininter that the Finatiee 
Minister has hi'eu instructed to devise tut*afis of payfiieiit. 

From the Mininter in China iirL) 

Note from the Foreign Minister, July 29 (exct»r|it pHnted), 
stating that it Is planned tu make monudy imyiueitts of 
000 each, l>eginning in August. 

(Footnote: Information that the Brat pnyiiient of $tCK),CK)0 
Mex. had becm made in April 1929 and that th»* fumi payment 
was made in 1933.) 


871 


I 


H 7 I 


Kfforth of the Uniteo JHtatkh To Obtain Amends Fhom mi; Om}m;,he ttov- 

EHNMENT FOIl THE KlIJ.I.NO OF D«. WAttE« F. HEYMOt'lt 


1929 , 

Jan. 9 From ih^ American Mtfiifffcr in China to ihn Chtnrst? A/iufsirr K72 
(719) for Foreiffn Affairs 

Unacc€*pt ability of Foreign MitiistiT's note of Xuvi iidwr 27, 

1928 (excerjit printed), which states that Or. W alliT K. 
Bcjymour wa« appannitly killeil by a stray bullet, inasmuch iih 
all evidence pomtH conclusividy to watitf>n intirdtT. 

Feb. 20 Memorandum by (he Cuun^rfor tjf Lrmfion in (%$na 837 

(I^onvorsation with th*t Foreign Aliiiii^ler, January 21, in 
which the CouiiHclor of Legathui riuiuirki’d on I S, t*ov« rn- 
nient*H dis.MatisfiictMui with the way the ( 1iin»’He (hivernment 
had handhni the Seymour ra.‘ii\ 

Undated Mrmttrandum by (hr MuaifUr in i*htna 871 

Conversatkiii with the Foreign Minister, March 7, in which 
the Foreign Minisler reciucsteil the name of the gafeki ««{H'r who 
saw the shooting, and said that he \v*iuld <u*di*aviir to obtain 
the jjatekeeper’H testimony. 

(Note: information that the Ministi’r in Uliiiut, in ii iroutm 
randuni of a conversation witli the Foreign MmiHter, February 
26, 1930, statiMi that he had gatn4*tl tin* tiu|tri*«tHiou that imthing 
further on the subject c<niid ♦•xpected.) 


Special Mission to the State lirniAi. of riii; bMi: \ vriM\UT^r 
Sun V.AT-HEN, AT XANKlVii, Jt Si: I, 11*29 

1929 ' 

Feb. 28 To the MiniaUr in China iUl.) h7.> 

(80j Oi>iniun that U. S. ( htverniiteui should aectHlo t*i iIh* r» ipif *4 
of 1 he Uhini*s4» ( loyernnient for appointtniuit of ii speciid repr<’« 
i Hcntative to luirticipale in the stale burial of Sun Vat -Hen. 

Mar. 18 , To the Miniaier in Chinn {U'l.) H76 

(96) Belief that instructions to the Minister to aneiid ceremonies 

UK special representative of the V. S. fiuvi-rnment will 1 h» 
Muflicient, such instructions to U» forwarded bv the Minister 
‘ to the C hmcjse (kivernineii!. 



lilOT OF FAPE'RS 


cxvn 


CHINA 


Speciat. Mibbion to the State Burial oe the Late Nationalist Leader, 
StTN Yat-sen, at Nanking, June 1, 1929 — Continued 


Date ami ; 
numU‘r | 

Subject 

Pfi^e 

1929 
Apr. 25 
(317) 

From the Minister in China (tel.) 

i'tirtugn Otlice note, February 9 (text printed), extending 
invitation to the ntitte burial. Agreement of the diplomatic 
body to notify the Foreign Office of appointment in a manner 
similar to the* procedure suggested in t€ilegrain No. 96, March 
18. 

876 

Mav 3 
(M7) 

To the lifiniater in China {id.) 

Instructions to inform the Chinese Government that the 
American Minister has been designated to attend the cere- 
monies; authorisation to take the military and/or naval 
atfachfi. 

877 

Mav 22 
(169) 

To the Minister in Ckifia (tel.) 

j Information that the Navy Department has instructed the 

1 eommamler in chief, Asiatic Fleet, to attend the ceremonies as 

1 a memVier of the special mission. 

877 

June 24 
(2166) 

' From the Minister in China 
i H«*pt>rt <m th<! cercunonies. 

878 


COLOMBIA 


A<?hkkmknt Hr/rvvKKN thk United States and Colombia Granting Rbcipro- 

GAL UAril.ITIKS TO AiHCRAFT OF AmBRIOAN REGISTRY IN COLO*^IA AND OF 
(’OLOMIUAN UeGISTHY IN THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING THE PANAMA CaNAL 
Zonk 


1921) 

Kfb. U To ihr MiniaUr in Colombia {td.) 

(U) 1 Draft note |>rojM>Hed to bo exchanRod between the Ijiiitecl 

Statics liiKi C’oloinbia (text printed) granting reciprocal facilities 
to airc-raft of American registry in Colombia and of Colombian 
’ registry in the Panama Canal Zone; instructions to endeavor 
to obtain agreement of (’olombian authorities. 


Feb. ir> 
D-D 


Fel). 15 
(2tV) 


^ 7Vi thfi ^fin^ater in Colombia {tel.) 

In«(uiry whether any i>rograss has been made and request 
ft>r opinion wh<»ther agreement can he concluded shortly. 

! From the Minider in Colombia {tel.) 

i Advice that th<‘ Colombian Minister in Washington has 
' been instructeil to accept proposed exchanji^e of notes with 
' certain modifications, the principal one being the granting 
I of reciprocal facilitie.s to Colombia in the I rnted htates, as 
I well as in Panama. 


Feb. 16 
(16) 

Fob. 19 
(27) 


To the MiniftUr in Colombia (id.) 

Acce|it ability of proiKised changes, with slight modifications. 

f*Vom the aiimster in Colombia (td.) _ , 

information that C^^lombian Minister has been authorized 
:o sign agreenient with one .slight addition. 


Feb. 23 


To the Colo m hi an Minister , . o*- 

Confirmation of understanding regarding reciprocal facilities 
for commercial aircraft. 


879 

880 

880 

881 

881 

882 


cxvni 


LIST OF FAFERS 


COLOMBIA 

Aoebumunt Between the United States and Colomsia OEANTiita Ehcieeo- 
CAL Facilities to Aibceaft or Ameeican Bioistet in CoLoiifiiA and or 
Colombian Reoistry in the United States, tnchirntmi the Panama Canal 
Zone — C ontinued 


BsteaxKt 

number 



1929 



Feb. 23 
(827) 

From the Coiem5tVin MMeirr 

Confirmation of understanding regarding reciprocal facilitlea 
for commercial aircraft. 

883 

Feb. 27 
(28) 

From the Mimeier m Coiomhio (iei.) 

Opinion of Foreign Minister that Pan American Airways 
could begin aervice upon formal notification to the (Colombian 
Government through the American legation that the com|Miny 
desired to initiate service. 

884 

Feb. 28 
(18) 

To the Afinieter in Vahmhm ihl.> 

Presumption that the l^^gaiion has forwarded format notice 
requested by Fortugn Minister. 

884 

Mar. 1 
(29) 

From the Minieter in Coiomhitt (trL) 

Ueply in the afl'innative. 

884 

[ 

Suspension or Neootiations ro» ('ommeecial Treaties With C^olomria and 

Othrr Coi ntbirs 

1929 

1 


Nov. 9 
(107) 

To the Minieter in Cohmhm 

Authorisation to state, if occasion arisi's, that U. H. (icivcrn- 
inent has iiunporarily sus|iciidfHl all ciiiitrnerrial treaty iiegoti- 

885 


ations. 

urii.\ 


Proposal by Ci’Ba That the C'ommercial C^onvention Between the 
States and < -rBA, Hioneh OECEMitES II. He ICevised 

United 

1929 



Jan. 10 

From the Cuban Arnfmemnbtr 

ObHcrvations on the U. H. 1*arilT ( *oiiifntiM«ititt*s nnmrt 
entitled '*The Kfifectn of the Unban Ueciprocity 'Preaty of 
1902"; Huggestion that the Cuban Uuverntiieiit wouki tni* 
ing to enter into an understanding tin the b»«iM of a recii»ri>ral 
interest, whereby Cuba would In* grant eti free entry t»f a liinitetl 
quantity of sugar. 

HH7 

i 

1 

Feb. 20 

To the Ctt6an Amhaeeador 

Advk?e that careful coiisideratitin is licing given to the sug- 
gestion and arguments contained in note of January HI. 

1 893 

Representationb Aoainht Proposed I.eoislation (N»NTHAVENtK{« the 
or American Intervention in Ci ha 

lilOHT 

1929 

i 

( 


Apr. 23 
(359) 

To the Am^emdor in Cuba 

Instructions to make oral repreaentationa to President 
Machado against possibility of enactment of a bill Introduced 
into tiie legislature which would contravene the right of Amer- 
ican intervention in Cuba. 

894 


I.IST OF PAPEItS 


CXIX 


CUBA 

Rbpebskntations Against Feoposbd LEGisiiAxiON Contravening the Right 
OF American Intervention in Cuba — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
May 2 

(foS) 

From the Ambassador in Cuba 

896 

Assurance by President Machado that he would use his 
inffuenoe to prevent passage of the bill and that, if it were 
passed, he would veto it. 



Agreement Between the Unite» States and Cuba To Submit the Claim 
OF Charles J, Harrah to Arbitration 


1926 
June 12 
(720) 


July 16 
(119) 

1927 
Apr. 14 
(943) 


June 23 
(2128) 


Aug. 5 
(1036) 




1928 ! 
Mar. 14 ! 
( 57 ) : 


To the Ambe^aador in Cuba 

Facts in the claim of Charles J. Harrah, an American 
citizen, against Cuba for damages arising from alleged illegal 
demolition of his railroad and other property and consequent 
destruction of the business for which the railway was built; 
OT>inion that claimant has suffered a denial of justice and that 
the amount of damages could best be determined by arbitra- 
tion; instructions to bring matter to attention of the Foreign 
OfBce, 

From the Chargi in Cuba (teL) 

Receipt of Foreign Office reply, dated July 13, containing 
refusal to enU^rtain proposal of arbitration. • 

To the Ambassador in Cuba 

Transmittal of brief by Mr. Harrah’s attorneys, March 29, 
restating the case and making categorical replies to allegations 
contained in Cuban Government's note of July 13, 1926; in- 
structions to renew representations to the Foreign Office, 
furnishing a copy of the brief. 

From the Chargi in Cuba 

Transmittal of Foreign Office reply to Embassy’s late.st 
rej>rcssentations] information concerning interview with the 
Cuban Under Secretary of State who stated that the brief 
would be submitted to President Machado so that another 
attoniey might be dtdegated to study matter, but pointed 
out that the Cuban Government considered the brief very 
unjust. 

To the Chargi in Cuba 

Instructions to deliver to Foreign Office a note stating 
r. B. Government’s view that it is entitled to have the claim 
considered on its merits, which was not done in the recent 
C’uban note; further instructions for oral representations. 

(Footnote: Dispatch of note, August 11, 1927, to the 
Foreign Office.) 

To the Ambassador in Cuba (teL) 

Instructions to inform Foreign Office that 7 months delay 
in replying to U. B. Government’s representations is prejudic- 
ing Mr. liarrah's other financial interests. 


897 


902 

902 


904 


905 


909 





cxx 


LIST OF PAFEHS 


CVUA 

Aobeement Between the Tnoeh Stated and Ci ha Th Si h wit the 

OF CHAELEB J, H ARRAU TO ARIHTHATHIiN- C 'fJIlttnitlHl 


Date anti 
number \ 


Subji-rf 




im 1 
Au«. 10 
(216) : 


1929 
JuiT n 
(1)50) 


Fob. 13 
(315) 


Feb. 21 
(589) 

Apr, 4 
(020) 


Apr, 18 
(30) 


May 7 
U>55) 


May 24 
(54) 


May 31 
(087) 


June 13 
(710) 


To the Ambaamtiur in i’ltlm 

InfommtioH that tho allegatioiiM of Iho rlaiiiiaitf tmf 

l)oen satkfaotorily diBpoin*ci of by thi^ aiutworn of tho f’libiui 
Government, inelnding Ctibatt reply of Marrh 30; opinitiit that 
matter i« one proiMjrly to N» xubiDittofl to an arbitral tril>tiiial 
for deciaion; instruetioim to tiike up mattor with the Chibiut 
Government and to entphaaixe the ntning di'i^irt* of the \\ S, 
Government to nee the eai*e brought to an early anti itatitifartrtry 
conclusion. 

From the Ambaseatior in Cttbn 

Information that the AiiibiiHHatlor a-Hketl IVt^^itleiit Muehatlo, 
in an informal note dated January 3, for an finnwer on the 
queBtion of arbitration; ailviev from the S«»rrfUary of State 
that FreKident Aiachado had decnded to Mibinii oueiNtiox) to a 
committee of lawyers; desire to Hubtiiit cHipy of draft arldtral 
agreement to lawyera" eoiiiiiiittei* fur study. 

To the Ambassador in Cuba 

Trausniitta! of draft arbitral ngreemeiit ; obNi rvatioii that 
Tlnited Statei* caiiiiot Im boiind bv rt*|Kirt of Inu v«'rs‘ nun- 
mittee; inwIruetiiiiiH to presn I*r«’»uf(enf Marhatlo bir an early 
decision. 

From the Charge i« Culm 

Intention of FresidiTit !i>!itehado lu gi\e an answer within a 
fortnight. 

From (he Ambassador in Culm 

Infornintion that the A inban sailor r»'qu»*fi«l Pr»Hidi m 
Maelifido and thv Cuban SiTrelary of Stale to have the report 
of the lawyers’ committee «'\|Mahred. 

7'o the Ambassador in Cuba i(r(j 

InKtructioiis to state to Fresident Mnrhaih* am! the I r*rei«n 
Office that the t', H. Citn*erninenf must tiee t ilud the elann bi- 
sidnniUed to arbitration without furtfier ilelay. 

From (he Ambassndor in Cm6#i 

^ Information from l^resident NIaehatio that th** t *ut>an 
Government wouh! agree to arbitrate, lutentnui ef Ctiimn 
Secretary of State to submit in a few davn ht^ > uggi-^iojUM 
concerning form of propoM i! arbitration ngrVi lornt. 

7V) the Ambassadf^r in (‘nha Hr (a 

Inaiuiity to umh*rHtaiid why tin* t’uban Si •■" 0*1 Ar\' of Slaf**’H 
suggestions have not h*»i'n forthcoming, iuHtruci ion** to inhjKi 
that matter \m* given prompt iittention. 

From the Amhassutlur in Cuba 

Heceipt of note from the C'ubnn Si-eretarv of Slati' t'otitain 
ing statement of willingnes to nrbitniie. Aiid.n.H**iii|Mr‘ 
intentuin, in vh-w of absence? of reference tv» ilraff artufr.il 
agreement, to inquire regariliiig iiccepfidiility of the itipida 
tions of the draft. * 

From (he Charge in Ci#/»u 

Inability in t>btiun any lU-tiialf .iat.- w ln n ih.- I ..r. inn 

reply regarding draft arlxitral agreement may be e\|M*cieil. 


909 


913 

9M 

915 

910 

II in 

917 

917 

91S 

91H 



I.IST OP PAPE'RS 


CXXI 


CUBA 


Agreement Between the United States and Cuba To Submit the Claim 
OF Charleb J. Harrah to Arbitration — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
July 6 
(412) 

To the Ckargi in Cuba 

Inability to understand delay in deciding form of arbitral 
agreement; transmittal of draft agreement revised to conform 
with general treaty of inter-American arbitration signed on 
January 5; instructions to take up matter with Foreign Office 
and present copy of revised draft. 

919 

Aug. 21 

Memorandum bp Mr, Jacob A, Metzger , AseietarU to the Solicitor 
Opinion that, with the exception of certain points objected 
to by claimant’s attorneys, Cuban counterdraft of arbitral 
agreemeiit should be acceptable to the Department. 

920 

Get. 1 
(105) 1 

From ike Charge in Cuba (teL) 

Bignatun» of arbitral agreement. 

921 

Oct. 1 

Agreement Between the United States of America and Cuba 
Submitting the Harrah claim to arbitration. 

921 

iTuiated 
(Eec’d 
Dec. 31 

Fro7n the Ameriean Arbitrator (tel.) 

Information that the arbitral tribunal began its sessions on 
Ditcember 2. 

(Note: Information in memorandum by the Office of the 
I<.c*gal Adviser, October 23, 1936, that the arbitral tribunal 
' decided May 27, 1930, that the Cuban Government was liable; 
j also, that the (hiban Government offered a settlement of 

1 $350,000. which wuh accepted by the U. S. Government and is 

1 being paid to the claimant.) 

' 

923 


DENMARK 

Arran<;kmknt Between the Ignited States and Denmark for Reciprocal 
Treatment of Pashknoru Motor Vehicles 


1928 

Sept. 4 From the I>nni.Hk Minintfr 

( 125 ) WiUingupBH, oix condition of reciprocity, to grant freedom 

from taxation for three months to passenger automobiles of 
foreign ownershi]) and registry; inquiry as to formalities and 
eoisiitionH w'hieh would have to he complied, with to exempt 
Danish automobiles in the United States. 

Oct. 27 To the DtiniMh MtJu'nter 

Information that there is no Federal tax on automobiles and 
that the States grant reciprocity to foreign visitors; data on 
(Mi.sttuns exemptions; hope that reciprocal treatment will be 
granted to American citizens desiring to drive autonioV)iles in 
Denmark. 

1929 ) 

Feb. 2 From the iMnish Minister 

0 4) i Regulation isstied bv the Ministry of Public Works, January ; 
i 18, and copy of act of July I, 1927, concerning taxation on auto- ; 
i mobiles (texts printed), providing exemi>tion from taxation for : 

I t hree inont hs for passenger automobiles of American ownership 
I and registry. | 


924 


924 


925 



cxxti 


UST OF FAPEES 


DENMARK 


F»opo 8 *» Rucipkocai- KxTENftioN OF Fkek Ihpoiitation FtllVlI.EI 1 XS TO 
CONSOLAB OpFXCERA OF THE UnITEO BtATES AMO DENlEAftK 


Date and 
number 


Paia 

1929 



Apr, 2 

From the Afinister in Deimtiirib 

927 

(792) 

Inability of Danish Government to agree to proposed recip- 
rocal extension of free importation privtiegeii to Aitterlcan atul 
Danish consular oRloeia. 

Apr. 6 

From the Minisier in Denmark 

929 

(796) 

j 

Report of conversations with the Foreign Minister and the 
Director General of the Foreign Office in ivhich they exim^fiscd 
regret that they were unable to obtain coniumt of tfie Ministry 
of Finance to proposed reciprocal extension of free itit|Hirtii- 
tion privileges to American and Danish consular ofllcers. 


KGYm' 

Treaties of Arbitration and Conoiuation Retwken the I’mted t^TATEs 
AND Eotft, Bioned Ai’firsT 27. 11129 


1928 
Aug. 17 
(27) 


Oct. 20 
(41) 


Nov. 2 
(33) 


TV th^ Minuttr in {iH.) j 

Delivery to Attaeli^ of the Kgyptmii l^egntioti, Attgusl 16. f 
of mote pro|Ki«ing negotlmlian of IroAtien of nrytrnttfui mici j 
coricIliRtfon and snluiiitling draft texts. 

From the Mini$ier in JFcypt UeL) i 

Observation by the Under HiHJretary of Fonngn AlTaim that, j 
a« |>ropo«<i<i treaties could In no way involve mixed ctiurt fie- i 
cisioiiH, no obstacU* existed to their coiieliision. * 

TV) the Mininter in Hgypt {tel.) ‘ 

Assertion that the treaties hax'e tlie same retation tii tnixetl 
courts and their decisions as to other Kgyiitian courts, instruc- 
tions to make no unsought e^yilanattiuis but, if it a{>|H*ars 
necessary^ to inform Foreign Omce orally of tln’ Department's 
views. ’ 


Dec. 27 
(103) 

1929 
Aug. 27 


Aug. 27 


From the Minister in Egypt 

Foreign Minister's int<mtlon to instruct Egypt iati Minister 
at Washington to conclude proinsted treatiixi. * 

TrefUy between the United Htntes of Americn and Egypt 
f Of arbitration, 

I Between the Ignited States of America and Egypt 

j Of conciliation. 


93! 

931 

931 

932 

932 

934 


Proposbd Chanueb in the Reoime or the Mixed in Eutft 


1929 
f an. 9 


(3) 


TV the MintVfcr in Egypt 

Desire for the Ivogation’s recominendstiona lirfore fonnu- 
Uting reply to the Egyptian not® of Oetolxfr 28. 1928, n-oiM-n- 
mg genera question of capitulations and mixed courts. 


Jan. 14 

(I) 


F rom the M tntVfer in Egypt (tel.) 

Suggestions for U, B, Government's reply. 


9se 

936 


I/ISO? OP FAPBTtS 


CXXIU 


EGYPT 

Proposed Chanoes m the Heoxme of the Mixed Courts in Egypt — Con. 




CXXIV 


LIST or PAFEES 


EGYPT 


Proposed Chanoeb ik the Heoime or the Mixed in Euti»t Con. 


Date anti 
numbi'f 


1929 
Nov. 29 
(82) 




To the Mininter in Egypt 

Names of ihrei! eandtclates; insinieiiotm to ativtse whott 
Egyptian Govenmumt has made its ehoice. 

(Footnote: Telegram No. 13. January 21* 1930* from tin* 
Minister in Egypt, reporting that deereo appointing Julian 
Wright was piiblislunl in the official journal, January 20 .) 




955 


Proposed Estarushment or an K<«vptian Cvt^umn Ueoisje TiiRorciH 

Le<}!hi.at!ve Aotion 


1929 i 

Feb. 20 From the iMini$ter in Egypt 955 

(H5) Foreign OOice note, February H (ivxi printed), stating 
I intention to establish a new eustoins rf*giine through legista- 
i tive action upon lapse, February 10 . 1930, of the eon vert lions 

* still in force; Foreign Ministf^r'a plati to stdiniit draft of I 
I commercial treaty, 

Aug. 6 j To the Charg4 in Egypt {telA 957 

(35) l>i 8 incHnatioii of the DepartnienI to raise tin* issue %vhether i 

* Egyptian Government has autlmrity to make new eustt»iiis ' 
tariffs without obtaining eonseiit tif 'the ra|iitu!atory |siwers; 

> instniellons to aseertaitt views of eolteagties, 

Aug. 10 From the ChargS in Egypt (tefJ P 57 

(50) Information that colleagues sih*iii to ls» witling for cfiiielttsion 

of moftne ewentti providing aeceptaiiee of new tariff provision- 
ally for a Hmitetl iieritsl, but that they winU first to examine 
proposed cUHtoms law and tariff srhethdes. 

(Note: Transmittal to the l>epartinent bv tlie .\fiieriean 
Minister, I>ecemlH>r 19, 1929. ami January * 1 , 1930, of texin 
I of draft customs laws and seheflules.l 


Assent by the rNiTKD Htatks to the Coi.i.in tion or the Cxrriu 'I'xx From 

AmEHIO AN N Al ION A h-H 


1929 ; 

Aug. 7 i From the Egyptian At iniettr for Fomgn Afftnrn to thr Ameriean 
ChargS in Egypt 

Desire for assent by F. H. (Jovfrnineiit to npphratioii to 
American nationals tJi new gathr tax pro|HtsiMi to In* hndeil 
beginning January 1, 1930. 

i 

Oct. 8 * 7V> the AHninter in ICgypt {(el.) 

(42) Authorization, if and when the other eupitiilfiturv |«»wers 

to coHectiim of gallir tax from their nationals, to give 
I . b. ( lovernmeul *,s ei>nsent to collect ion frtiin American 
I nationals, effective from date of muifirntiou «»f V. S. <U»vern- 
^ ment’s consent. 


Nov. 22 * 
(70) ; 


Dec. 5 
(51) I 


From the Minister in Egypt (tel.) 

Receipt of Egyptian not€» rt*qu€*stiiig early reply; rtHitiest for 
penmsHion to reply that the V. H. <iovernnieni*H’coiisi*nt mav 
be considered effective if and when the other fanvem eonm*nt, ^ 
and to propose clariffeation of article 2 of the gaffir tax law. 

To the Aiinhter in Egypt {tei.) i 

Nonobjection to proposal regarding article 2. J 


95S 


9fK) 


900 


960 



LIST OF PAPE'RS 


CXXV' 


EGYPT 

Assent by the United States to the Collection of the Gafpir Tax From 
American Nationals — Continued 


Date and 
numlser 

Subject 

Pago 

1929 1 

Dec. 6 ! 
(170) 

From ike American Minister in Egypt to the Egyptian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 

Notification of fj, S. Government’s consent to application of 
gaifir tax to American nationals if and when other capitula- 
tory powers give their consent; suggestion for clarification of 
article 2. 

(Footnote: Information concerning subsequent modification 
of draft decree and its eventual promulgation on May 2, 1931.) 

961 


ESTONIA 


Treaties of Arbitration and Conciliation Between the United States 
and Estonia, Signed Avovbt 27, 1929, and Negotiations for Similar 
Treaties With Latvia 


1928 j 
Apr. 16 i 

! 

i 

j 

To the Estonian Consvl General in New York in Charge of 
Legation 

Proposal for conclusion of treaties of arbitration and con- 
(dliation; submittal of draft texts. 

(Bent mutatis mutandis on April 5 to the Latvian Consul 
G<^neral in New York in Charge of Legation.) 

963 

J unc 4 
(5345) 

! 

i 

From the Minister at Riga 

Note from the Estonian Assistant Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, May 25 (text printed), declaring willingness to enter 
! into treaty negotiations and stating intention to submit certain 
; alterations in draft treaties. 

964 

Aug. 28 
(5523) 

' From the Miiiister at Riga 

i Desire of I^atvian and Estonian Foreign Ministers to follow 

a common policy with regard to international undertakings; 

1 confidential memorandum from the Latvian Foreign Minister, 

; ;\ugust 20 (text printed), respecting revisions desired in the 
’> treat ie.s. 

965 

Sept. 11 
U>r>4) 

To the Minister at Riga 

Desire to maintain uniformity in the series of arbitration 
and conciliation treaties; instructions to endeavor to expedite 

1 negotiations. 

967 

Oct. 20 
(50) 

! To the Minister at Riga (teL) _ . ^ 

j In.structioa.s to point out to Estonian and Latvian Goyern- 

j inentH that the proposed amendments seem unnecessary, giving 

967 


! reasons for this view. ! 

Nov. 6 ! From the Chargi at Riga Qel.) it +i ^ 

(90) Information that the Latvian Foreign Minister believes the ; 

, Department’s arguments will probably remove objections but ; 
i hat he reciuests a list showing the countries with which the i 
Lnited States has concluded similar arbitration and concilia- i 
tion treaties; advice from the Consul at Tallinn that the Se^e- i 
: tary General of Estonian Foreign Ofhce doubts that the De- 
i payment’s arguments could change Estonia’s viewpoint. > 



CXXVl 


tABT or FAFUBS 


EBTONtA 

Tbxatiss oy Abbitbation ani> Concix^iation Bbtwkbn tii» United STATiea 
AND Estonia, Sioned AooirsT 27, 1929, and Neciotiations tor Similar 
Treaties With Latvia — Continued 


nitmb«r 


Buh|«ct 


Btgt 


1928 
Nov. 6 
(5683) 


From ike Chargi ol Riga 

Confirmation of telegram No. 90« Daepateh from the Con- 
sul at Tallinn jDctober 80 (text printed), regarding oon verna- 
tion with the Eatonian Assistant Minister for Foreign Affaim, 
October 29, in which the latter explained reasons for proposing 
amendments to the draft treaties. 


968 


Nov. 10 
(63) 


1929 
Jan. 2 
(5806) 


Jan. 30 
(5) 


June 1 1 
(6203) 


Aug. 27 


7*0 the Chorgi of li^t^ (f«L) 

List of countries with which the United States has concluded 
similar treaties of arbitration and conciliation i further argu- 
ments in aup|>ort of contention that treatu^sH as draftcKl shoultl 
l>e acceptable: instructions to endeavor to otitain i‘Isionla*s 
aociuiesoence but not to refuse to receive s|teeiflc alternalive 
proposals. 

From ike Chargi ai Riga 

Note dated Ilecember 17* 1928, from the Estonian .A^ssistant 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (text printcil) setting forth inter- 
pretation of article I of the draft arbitratim* trt^afy and re- 
questing to be advised whether the U. t*iiverii«»ent cfitictirs 
In that Interpretation. 

7*0 the at Riga (ief,) | 

Willingness to accede to l•lstonian inter|»retati<iti of article I. • 
(Footnot€»: Coniinvinication of this posit ion to the Estonian I 
Foreign Minister in American Minister's note of March 27.) 

From the Minieler at Riga 

Note to the Latvian Foreign Minister, May 29, and his 
reply, June 3 (texts printed!, setting forth* identical interpre- i 
tation of article I ctf draft arbitration treaty. 

7Vccf|^ Between the f Ftatrn af Amerirn ami Feitmia 

Of arbitration. 


972 


972 


973 


974 


975 


Aug, 27 


Treaty Between the Vnited Btaiee of Amerirtt and Hnionia 
Of conciliation. 


Sept. 10 From the Aftnislcr at Riga 
(6399) Information that the Commission «>n Foreign Helations of 
the Saeima is studying the wdiole inatt<*r of l 4 itvfafi atihen^nce 
to the optional clause of the Hague Htatuti* and pmiKwed 
conclusion of treaties of arbitration ami ciinriliation with the 
I I'nited States and other mmers. 

I (Footnote: Bignaturo by the United States amt l«atvia, 
; January 14, 1930, of trt*aties of arbitration and conciliation.) 


977 

979 


ETIUOPiA 


Treaties or Arbitration and Conciliation Between the United States 
AND IKthiopia, Signed January 26, 1929 


1928 


Sept. 10 To the AHnisier in Ethiopia 

(15) Instructions to transmit to thi* Ethiopian Clovernineiii for 

consideration draft texts of treaties of arbitration and con- 
ciliation ; suggested covering note (text printed) . 


980 


LIST OF PAPMIS 


CfXXVH 


ETHIOPIA 


Trbatibs ot Arbrithation and Concimation Between the United States 
AND Ethiopia, Signed January 26, 1929 — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1928 
Dec. 19 

From the Minister in Ethiopia {tel,) 

Readiness of Ethiopian Government to conclude treaties 
with certain modifications. 

981 

Dec. 28 
(27) 

1929 
Jan. 26 

To the Minister in Ethiopia (teU) 

Nonobjection to modifications; advice that full powers to 
sign are being forwarded. 

Treaty Between ike United Stales of America and Ethiopia 

Of arbitration. 

981 

982 

Jan. 26 

Treaty Between the United States of America and Ethiopia 

Of conciliation. 

983 

Proposed Court in Ethiopia To Have Jurisdiction Over Foreign Nationals 

1929 
Aur. 10 
(38) 

To the Minister in Ethiopia (teL) 

Information that the proposal of diplomatic corps at Addis 
Alialia for establishment of court having jurisdiction over 
foreign nationals is agreeable to the Department, but that 
the proiK)sal needs further redrafting and consideration* 
instructions to ascertain attitude of the other interested 
j>owers. 

986 

Axig. 14 
(241) 

From the Minister in Ethiopia 

Approval and submission by the other diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of written proposal to the Ethiopian Government, 
liequest for instructions, since the Ethiopians will assume 
U. H. adherence unless the Legation makes a formal statement 
to the contrary. 

986 

[ 

Nov. 1 
(101) 

! 

7\j the Minister in Ethiopia 

Information that the Department's objections were not 
leveled against scheme as a whole but that it was thought 
a more careful drafting was needed. 

988 


FRANCE 


Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United States and 
France, Signed January 15, 1929 

1929 
Jan. 15 
(929*1) 

i 

From the Chargt in France 

Explanation of the revisions made in draft text of supple- 
mentary extradition convention negotiated with France. 

990 

Jan. 15 

Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United States 
of America and France 

Enlarging the list of crimes and offenses on account of 
which extradition may be granted under convention of January 
6, 1909, to include infractions of laws concerning poisonous 
substances. 

991 



cxxvin 


LIST OF PAFIBS 


FRANCK 

Pboblsms o». Tariff Admikihtkation KEnAROiNri Fheni h Kxporta to the 
Unitxo Stater and Abbrican Kxportr to France 


OateMd Sul>i>fl i iw 

number | ^ 

1929 ; 

Mar. 7 From the Amhmsador iu France 992 

(9400) Foreign OHice note, Miireh 6, and oncliia«Hi draft agnHutiient ( 

(texts printed), relative? iu the verifieatioii by U. H. Treasury j 
ofUcials in Franee of dc?eiarati«ns of value made by French i 
exporters. - 

J\dy 13 To tim Chargi in France i 995 

(4161) Reply for Foreign Ollke (text printed) explaining nature of , 
duties which V. B. 'freasiiry repn»se lit stives would jH^rform in 
France, and advising that the Btate and Treasttiy liepart- i 
ments have reeanniieiided to C*t>ngn*ss the eliitiltiatian of 
section 510 of the Tariff Act which prohibits entry of gmsis 
from a foreign manufacturer or shipjH*r who refuses to give i 
i V\ B. Trt»asury representatives necessary inforination to enable 
I determinatioh of femugu or ex|Hirt value. 

Aug, 13 I From Ike Chargi in France i 999 

(9759) i Fortiign Ollice rc»ply, August 9 (text printetb, stating non- I 
objection to return o? 1'reasury reprtwntatives to France, in 
j view of ntodifieatiiins which abrogation of S4?ctiiin and 
I aasurancea 8t?t forth in V, 8. a*ply would effect in their iKHverw, 

I and expressing desini that repn^seniativtfs la? aitatuied to 
i American consulates. 


Exemption Fhom Taxation or Tnitko States Tiiapk C'oMXtisstoNaus .\ni> 

i'fSTOM.H Ur.PHESENTATIVgJi I.V FltAM'E 

1 928 i 

May 1 9 ■ 7\i (he AmhaHmdor in France (Irl.) HK>2 

(142) Instructions to reutu'st French nuthfuities to |Mi««t|iiu)e 
; efforts to collect income, {s*rsoiml, and local taxe#i from V . S. 
i trade commissiuiiers and cuF.t«iiiis repre«eiitativ«^ in France 
! in order that whole <|ue^tHUi of tiiMitioit of I . S, otiicials in 
: France may be discussed. 

May 25 1 From the Ambaemtlor in Franc*’ 1002 

(8(135) ! Promise of Foreign Otiiee ti» triinsinit ({uestion to Finance 
Ministry with favoraldc recommendation. 

1929 

Jan. H From the Chargi in France 

(9265) ^ Foreign Office note, l)eeeiidH*r 30, 1028 next printedl. ***^*‘^ 

stating that trade commissioners and custt»inM n*presenfri fives 
will he conKi<lere<l as forming part of the American dij»loniatic 
mission and will in* exiunpl from |M*rsonai taxes. 

Feb, 15 To the AmhaHHiuior in France l(K)5 

(3065) . Information that trade commisstoners and cusli»ins repre- 
siuitatives are not to b** consideretl as iHung invested witli a 
diplomatic character or ns enjoying general tliphunatic im- 
munities other than exemption from taxathm. 



cxsax 


LIST OF PAPEKS 
PRANCE 


Efforts by tub Dbpartmsnt of Statb To Pbotbct Motion Pictttbb 

Intbebsts From Kbstbictions Imfosbd by Fhench Film Rbqolations 


I>atr and 
numlwr 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
Mar, 28 
(86) 

To the Charge in France itel.) 

Memorandum for the Foreign Minister (text printed), ex- 
pressing hope that appropriate steps will be taken to alleviate 
8€^riou8 injury to American motion picture interests resulting 
from; restrictions imposed on importation of foreign films. 

(Instructions to repeat to Berlin, Budapest, Madrid, Prague, 
Home, and Vienna.) 

(Footnote: Information that following presentation of notes 
to the respective Foreign Ministers at Berlin, Budapest, Ma- 
driti, Prague, Home, and Vienna, no further action on the part 
of t!ie Department was taken.) 

1006 

Apr. 19 
(161) 

From the Charge in France (teL) 

HeceSpt of French reply; information that informal conver- 
sations will start the following day between the Under Secre- 
tary of Fine Arts, the Commercial Attache, and representa- 
tive's of American and French film interests. 

1007 

Apr. 19 
(9487) 

From the CkargS in France 

Foreign Minister's reply of April 18 (text printed) , [phrased 
in courteous and general terms. 

1008 

May 2 
(189) 

From the ChargS in France (teL) 

Understanding that at meeting of American and French 
iilm interests held on May 1 the American representatives had 
no proposals to suggest and took an aggressive attitude which 
is Iwlieved to he ill-calculated to facilitate the course of further 
negotiations. 

1009 

May 4 

To the Preeident of the Afotian Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America^ inc, (tel.) 

Observation, in view of Embassy's report concerning meet- 
ing of French and American film interests, May 1, that suc- 
cess of the pr(?seiit negotiations is largely dependent on cor- 
diality and united action. 

1010 

]May 5 

From the i^esident of the Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors of America^ Inc. (teL) 

( ’oncurrence in suggestion that cordiality and united action 
are essential; observation that reports at hand do not agree 
with inference received from the Department's telegram; inten- 
tion to send a representative to call on the Department. 

1010 

Mav 7 
(138) 

To the Charge in France (tel.) 

Information from representative of the Hays organization 
thut American interests are unalterably opposed to contingent 
I>lan and will fight present system in any form, but that they 
would find acceptable increased customs duties or taxes. 

1011 

Mav 9 
(145) 

the ChargS tn France (teL) 

Observation, in connection with press reports that French 
Gijvernment is considering a plan to levy high tax on foreign 
films entering France and turn the proceeds over to the French 
film industry, that section 303 of the Tariff Act apparently 
makes mandatory the imposition of countervailing duties on 
■ ex|>ortation to the Unitea States of any articles enjoying di- 
i rectiy or indirectly benefit of a bounty or grant upon produc- 
1 tion in the country of origin. 

1011 

1 

1 
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cxxx 


LIST OF FAPEES 


FRANCE 


Efforts by the Department of State To Protect American Motion Picturr 
Interests From Restrictions Imposed »y Fhench Film Heoulations^ 
Continued 



■ - 

■ 

Date and 
number 

Suhjwt 


1929 
Mav n 
(206) 

From ihe Ckargi in France {tel.) 

Inquiry whether apiilication «l sertion 303 in so prolmble 
that the Comiuerciai Attach^ should infonii tlie 1‘ntkr &ere* 
tary of Fine Arts with a^gard to it. 

1012 

May 13 
(154) 

To the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Opinion that the Commercial Attach^ should mention see- 
tion 303 and Its iiosslble eonseciueneeH in the course of his 
conversations with the Under Becretary of Fine Arts, 

1013 

May 28 
(177) 

To the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Concern of Hays organii^atioii over rejHjrt that (Vunmercial 
Attache told the Minister of Fine Arts that film Industry 
would l>e satisfied with contiiumnce of the previous year a 
status; instructions to reiiort the facts. 

1013 

May 29 
(242) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Information that the Conmiercial Attach^ made it clear to 
the Under Secretary of Fine Arts that tmly the etiiiiplete aboli- 
tion of the contingent system w<iuld be nereptahle, but stnteti 
personal opinion that, if iiminteiiiMiee of the ftiaiu.i //jie was the 
only poHsihlc femptimry metluai of ke<*pin« the way oimi for 
eventual adoption of another system, Ameriean film interests 
might bo willing to resume their salm. 

1014 

June 3 
(180) I 

To the Chargi in France (tei) 

Receipt t»f report that French (’aliinct will prubablv decide 
on 4 to I quota and 30 |HTcent free eiitrv for 3 vearsfinhtruc- 
lions to inform Foreign Utlice that Arnerirnn' him interestH 
cannot accept sucli <leciHit»ii and will withdraw entirtdv from 
r ranee as soon as their c«mtracts expire. 

1015 

June 7 
(2tHi) 

From the Chargi in France (hi.) 

Information fmm the Fiireign Ohiee that tlie French <iov- 
ernment has reaclieti no dectsiim; alno that it hopes that Ha vs 
Can be persuatieti to withdraw* hi*^ ittHiruettoim regarding tfie 
closing of film estaldlshments in France. 

1015 

June 10 
(274) 

From (he Chargi in France (trl.) 

I'lKlerstaiKltng that the 1 nder Secretary cjf Fine .Arts statisl 
to representatives of American film inten%its on June 7, tliat the 
Cabinet could not come to a decish»n on the him question until 
tnc matter of dclit agreements was out of the way. 

1010 

June 10 
(102) 

To the Chargi in France (ieL) 

Statement issued to the press (t<*xt printed* concerning the 
negotiationH at Paris on the film tpiestion; suggestion tliat it 
might he well for the C’hurgf? to issue a similar statement in 
rans. 

1016 

June 11 
(277) 

From the Chargi in France, (tel.) 

Opinion that it w’ouid be unw ise for the Kmhnssv to give out 
the press statement. 

(Footno^: Department's instructions to the Charge in 

1017 



I/IST OF PAPERS 


CXXXI 


FRANCE 


Fffobts by the Department of State To Protect American Motion Pictttre 
Interebtb From Restrictions Imposed by French Film Regulations — 
Continued 


Dat« and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
July 12 
(333) 

From the Chargi in France (tel,) 

Note from the Under Secretary of Fine Arts (text printed) 
asking whether the American film representatives have replied 
in the negative to film commission's inquiry regarding their 
willingness to continue or resume business in France during 
the time which would be required to study and adopt a new 
system. 

1018 

Sept. 18 
(427) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Information from Hays organization representative con- 
cerning clause which they desire to have inserted in the pro- 
posed agreement. 

1019 

Sept. 19 
(429) 

From the Ch€trgi in France (tel.) 

Approval by Under Secretary of Fine Arts and American 
film representatives of draft agreement; desire of Under 
S(‘cretary that, if agreement is accepted by Hays and there 
remains no further obstacle to immediate signature and re- 
quired action by the French film commission, U. S. Govern- 
ment send an official reply to French Government's note of 
July n. 

1019 

Sept. 19 
(433) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Signature of agreement; presumption that the French film 
commission will take the necessary action at its next meeting. 

1021 

Sept. 21 
(299) 

To (he Chargi in France (tel.) 

Telegram from Mr. Hays, September 20 (excerpt printed), 
giving assurances that upon approval of agreement by the 
French film commimion and the competent ministry, Amer- 
ican companies will start selling in Prance; instructions to con- 
vey these assurances to French authorities. 

1021 

Sept. 25 
(447) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Information that the U. S. official reply w^as gratifying to 
French authorities; advice that as the French film commission 
appro v<'d th<‘ agreement on September 24 and the Under Secre- 
tary of Fine Arts has reiterated his approval, the present nego- 
: tiations have come to a 8uccc8.sful conclusion. 

1 

1022 


Proteht Against IIsb of the Desksn of the American Flag for Advertis- 
ing Purposes as C'ontravening the Convention op June 2, 1911, for the 
Protection of Industrial Property 


1929 
Sept. 19 
(4253) 

i 

To the Chargi in F ranee 

Information that the French trade-mark office issued a 
trade-mark which bears the design of the American flag, in 
contravention of the convention of June 2, 1911, for the pro- 
tection of industrial property; instructions to request the For- 
eign Office to take steps to have the trade-mark invalidated. 

1023 

Nov, 23 
(10035) 

From the Chargi in France 

Receipt of Foreign Ofiice note stating that owner will register 
a renunciation of the trade-mark. 

1024 


CXXXXI 

LIST OF FAPSRB 



GERMANY 


Interest or the United States in the Flan for the Final Settlement 
or German HErARATioNs Hkcommkndkd by the GoMMirrEE or Experts 
June 7» 1920 

Date and 
number 


I finite 

1029 
Jan. 12 

Memorandum of a Conver$aiion Beiumen ihe SecrHary of Stair 
and the Brth'sh Ambaosador 

Discussion of the U. S. Government*# desire not to have an 
American as the chairman of the Ext>otfs Conmiittee. 1 

1G26 

Jan. 17 
(32) 

From the Chargi in France (felj 

Letter from the Reparation Coininiafiion and enclosure (texts 
printed), inquiring whether the 1*. 8. Governinent has any ol>- 
jectlon to the appointment of Owen l>. Voiiiig and John rier- 
pont Morgan to the Experts Coiniiiittee; r«*ceipt of identical 
communication f rom the Gemian Governinent. C>onmiiiMiion*s 
desire that the U. 8. reply be furnished by January 19, 

1026 

Jan. IS 
(29) 

To the Chargi in France (teL) 

Inability to understand what further CfHuiimnication the 
Governments need, inasmucli as they all atiihorixcd the Hritish 
Ambassador at Washington to make arrangements for partici- 
pation of American cxiKirts and he has airesity receivini the 
II, S, Government's approval. 

1027 

Jan. 19 
(39) 

From the AmbuBnador in France (frL) 

Infonnation that Young and Morgan have i>eeit appointtHl 
to the CommittetJ and that the ('ommittcm expects to meet in 
Paris on Fcbniary 9; also tliat replies have lH»<»n made to the 
Reparation Commission and the Gennan Government in the 
sense of the Department's telegram No. 29, January IK. 
Explanation that the British Ainl»assadf>r at Washington had 
acted on his own iiiitiative and unknown to the ('ommisston, 
which, in submitting the communication transmitted Januarv 
17, was memly conforming to the procedure previously ar- 
ranged with the Department. 

1027 

1 

1 

Jan. 21 
(31) 

To the AmbcBBodor in France (tei.) 

Explanation that the Department had understoiKi that, 
when the Britisli Ambassador spoke in the name of the Gov- 
ernments, the procedure previously arranged was canceled; 
approval of reiuieH sent by the Ambassador. 

(Notts: List of nieinberB of the Kx^serts Committee under 
the chainnanship of Mr. Young.) 

j 102R 

1 

! 

Feb. 28 
(60) 

! To the Ambaseador in France (tel,) 

1 For Young: Dtxiire for general nndew of the work of the 
Committee. 

1029 

Mar. 3 
(84) 

I From the AmbaBsador in France (tel.) 

1 From Young: Information concerning the work of the C'om- 
mittee. Advice that a stiuly is l>et!ig made i»f the €|uestion of 
establishing an international hank to handle German obliga- i 
1 tions through nonnal channels of finance and conmieree. 

1029 

Mar. 28 
(114) 

i From the AmboBeador in Francs (Id.) 

from Young: Advice that the Committeis had reached an 
; impale through inability to act figures on the table and that 
the chairman, therefore, made a statement at the morning 
‘ meeting (text printed), proposing certain figures for diacuaaion. 

1034 
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Intekest op tue United States in the Plan poe the Final Settlement 
OP Gekman Repakations Recommended bt the Committee op Expebts 
June 7, 192S — Continued ’ 


Date and 
number 

Bubject 

Page 

1929 
Mar. 28 
<115) 

From the Amba89ador in France (teL) 

Memorandum circulated at the morning session by the 
Belgian, British, French, and Italian experts (texts printed) 
proposing that German reparation payments be divided into 
two categories to cover (1) exterior debts of creditor European 
fitatea towards the United States, and (2) internal claims 
resulting from damage sustained by civilian population. 

1036 

Apr. 8 
(102) 

To the Ckargi in France (teL) 

For Wilson, American unofficial representative on the 
Reparation Commission; Message for Young (text printed) 
<luoting a Treasury Department memorandum which expresses 
opposition to having an American serve as director of the 
international bank, to division of German payments into 
two categories, and to reduction of payments made on account 
of mixed claims below amount payable under standard 
annuity. 

1038 

Apr. 9 
(103) 

To the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Instructions to confer with Frank B. Kellogg, former Secre- 
tary of State, concerning tht? subjects contained in telegram 
No. 102, April 8, and, if Mr. Kellogg is in accord with the senti- 
ments expressea in the Treasury memorandum, to state hope 
that he will confer with American experts and use his induence 
along lines of tlie memorandum. 

1040 

Apr. 10 
(139) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

From Kellogg: Concurrence in views expressed in telegram 
No. 102, April 8, and arrangeixients for conference with 
American experts. 

1040 

Apr. 1 1 
(141) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

From Kellogg: Report of conference with American experts. 

1041 

Apr. 1 1 
(145) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

From Young: Advice that, as the American experts were 
<!eftignated to act as free agents and not as rc{>rcsentatives of 
tlie 0. 8. Government, they cannot regard the Treasury memo- 
1 ran<lum as an instruction; opinion that the apprehensions set 
j forth in that memorandum rest upon a misunderstanding. 

1 1043 

Apr. 12 
(140) 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

! From Wilson: Letter to Young (text printed), expressing 

J concern over reported intention of the four principal creditor 
! groups to submit definite proposals to the Germans whereby all ' 
1 army costs in arrears, includiiig the largely unsatisfied IT. S. 
i Army costs, will l>e wiped out and the mixed claims awards of 
the United States and Germany paid over a period of 58 
; Years; Young's statement that American experts had declined 
to sign the proposal or assume any responsibility for it. 

1045 

Apr. 12 
(147) 

From the Chargi in France (fcL) 

j From Kellogg: iuforniation of his conferences wuth Lamont 

1 and Young regarding the Allied proposals. 

1048 
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Intkekst of the United Btates in the Plan roll the Final Settlement 

OF CeHMAN EePABATIONS HECOMMKNDED by the ("oilMITTEE OF ExFERTS, 
Jxtne 7, 1929 — Continued 


and 

number 

8ubi«*t’C 

Fw 

1929 
Apr. 12 
(148) 

From the Charge in France (tcL) 

From Young: Advice that, aa now drafted, the offer of the 
four principal creditor powers doe« not contain any proviaion 
for U, B. Army costa but does provide for payment of mixed 
elaima over a 58-year iwriod; iiifonnation that offer will lie 
made to the Gemians in plenary »vmlon, that if they cnnskler it, 
subcommittee will be aimointed to hear proiiosala of minor 
powers, and that the U. 8. Government couhl file its protests 
or state its views to the sulicomtiiittec at that time. 

1049 

Apr. 13 
(149) 

From the Charge in France (Id.) 

Memoraiulum by the exjH»rts of the four principal ereiiitor 
powers (text prinltHl) submitted to the Germans at the morn- 
ing plenary session nut! containing propost d series of annuities. 

1051 

Apr. 1 3 
(109) j 

To the ChargS in Frttnrr {td,) 

For Young: Umlerstiiiultng that reparation figuri^s will soon 
he made public; hope that no publicity will lie given to the 
figures until complete statement of the U. B, («overnuHint*s 
position can be ftirwarde<l. 

1054 

Apr. 1 5 
(164) 

From the Chnrgi in Franee (td.) 

From Young: Meiuoraiuhim prepared by Young at the 
request of the four prinetptil creditors, ami submitted to the 
full Gornmiltee (text printedi proposing, on the basis of his 
statement of March 2H, definite figures for each of the four 
principal creditors and schedule of annuities tti be paid by 
Germany. 

1054 

Apr. 1 6 
(112) 

To the Charge in France (tdJ 

For Young: <'ompI«?te siatenuuit of the l«. B. Government's 
|>osition on tht! points timier tUseusslon. 

1059 

Apr. 15 
(155) 

From the ChargS in France {id.) 

Receipt by American Gharg5 and repres*»iitatives of minor 
powers uf invitation to confer with ex|H‘rts of five ertniilur 
powers In onlers that basis of their prop*»siiis may in* (explained 
and views may be requested. Request for instructions. ! 

1052 

Apr. 17 
(ISO) 

From the (Jhargi in Frnnre (td.) 

From Young: Opiniijn tliat the wav for U. H. Government's i 
views to bo imiicat(»d. ami perhaps to have th«^ Allied proposals 1 
mociifietl, wotdd seem to Ih» o|suied by the invitation from tlie 
principal creditor powers. 1 

1D53 

Apr. 17 
(114) 

To the Chargi in France (td.) 1 

Instructions, if and when meeting is held, to telegraph ! 
imnuHliately the sisnufie questions asked anil request instriir- ; 
t ion.«i. i 

1054 

Apr. 19 
(103) 

1 ^ j 

From the Chnrgi in France (td.) \ 

From A'oung: Intention, as soon as present critical silufi- ■ 

1 t ion has crystal lizeii suflieiently to |HTmil a forecast as to 
po.ssibility of holding further conferences with anv lio|ie <»f 1 
reaching agreement, to make full reply to message of April 15. | 

1055 

Mav 2 
(133) 

To the Ckargi i« France (td.) \ 

For Young: Inquiry whether, if work of VuniuiiU*H* is 
resumed, it might not still ht* p(tssil>lc to attack the problem 
from a purely economic point of vie%v. 

1005 
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GERMANY 


Intbhest of the Lnited States in the Plan fob the Final Settlement 
OF Gebman Reparations Rkcommenled by the Committee op Experts. 
Junk 7, 1929 — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1929 
May 10 
(203) 

Frovi the Chargi in France (ieL) 

Opinion that it would be inadvisable for the Charg4 to 
appear before Committee unless the U. S. Government is 
willing to state readiness to accept a proportionate reduction 
in U. S. share of German annuity. 

1067 

May 11 
(148) 

To the Chargi in France (ieL) 

Concurrence in Charge judgment; authorization to tell 
Young, however, that in event experts arc ever definitely pre- 
purcKl to allocate the annuity among the various creditors, 
the Charg6 will appear before Committee and state U. S. 
(lOverninenCs position; outline of the basis of settlement 
which the United Btates would accept. 

1068 

Mav 13 
(208) 

From the Ckargi in France (teL) 

Observation tliat the 1,988 million ^Id marks average 
iinnuity is exclusive of the service of the Dawes loan; request 
for confirmation of assumption that this fact was taken into 
consideration when position defined in telegram No. 148 of 
May 11 was formulated. 

1070 

Mav 13 
(152) 

To ihe Chargi in France (teL) 

Advice that service of the loan was not taken into consider- 
ation in making calculations; willingness, however, to stand 
on figures contained in telegram No. 148 of May 11. 

1070 

May 16 

i 

Statement Iseued to the Press by ihe Secretary of State 

Information that the U. S. Government will not permit any 
officials of the Federal Reserve System to participate in the 
proposed new international bank now under discussion by 
tile Experts’ Committee. 

1070 

Mav 17 
(216) 

From the Charg6 in France (tel.) 

Advice that press statement of May 16 has caused consider- 
able reaction, that the French expert is considerably dis- 
<'ou raged, and that the German ex^iert is being attacked by 
Nationalists on ground that the United States now disap- 
1 proves bank scheme. 

1071 

Mav 17 
(HH) 

! To (he Chargi in France (tel.) 

1 Instructions to inform Young that the U. S. Government 

1 <!oes not object to creation of the proposed international bank 
i nor to participation therein of private American banks and 
! jankers, but does object to participation of any American 
official in a liank for the collection and distribution of repara- 
tions, which it has been against U. S. policy to claim. 

1072 

Mav 18 
(22-1) 

From the Ckargi in France (tel.) 

Advice tliat the situation has apparently been straightened 
out by the message contained in telegram No. 164, May 17, 
and that the problem now is the question of distribution. 

1073 
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LIST OF FAFEHS 


GERMANY 


Interebt of the Uniteo States m the Plan ro« the Final Bettlehent 
OF German Hefaeationh Rkcommendeo by the Committee or ExFE»Tft 
JxiNE 7, 1929- Continued 


And 

numtxT 


1929 
May 19 
(166) 


May 20 
(226) 


May 21 
(167) 


Ma; 




23 

i33) 


Mav 25 
(171) 


Mav 26 
(174) 

May 31 
(246) 


Subjprl 


To the Chargi in France (iel,} 

Iimtructions to state to Young, for cominitnicatlaii to the 
Comndttea, timt the President will reoomniend to Coiifpresn 
that the United States agree: (1) To accept 90 iierceiit of its 
claims, due Septeinl>er I, 1929, provided Franc© and Great 
Britain will make simitar concession, (2) to accept a Oat anmtl tv 
of 40,800,000 gold marks to be paid anntiaiiv until mixed 
claims are discharged, and (3) to place Army cdstii in tlie con- 
ditional class, but to insist, however, that mixed claims pav- 
inents be placed In the unconditional class. 

From ihe Chargi tn France (UL) 

Information that the position stated in telegram No. 106, 
May 19, was communicated bv the C*harg6 to the reprcfsenta- 
tives of the four principal creditor grou|m in inforntal meeting. 
Request for clarification of certain minor points. 

Ta ihe Chargi in France (hsl.) 

Supplementary explanations of points set forth in telegrant 
No. 165, May 19. 

Fnm the Chargi in France (tel.} 

Letter to riresiding ofiiccr of the creditor grnttiis (text printed) 
conveying the rccommetidatloiis wddclt the President will make 
to Congresa. information that the credittir grouim have 
reached agreement on distribution, which the Charge feels is 
insuflicient to satisfy American cialiiis. Huggestion that the 
laiited Btates accept lower interest rate of 4H percent. Re- 
quest for certain '1’rcasury 6gures. 

To the Chargi in France (trt.) 

Reasons why it will In* impossible for the riiiteii Hfates to 
take further steps mitil the ex|>erts* report is sent to the gov- 
) ernments; advice that any further diminution in annuities to 
he paid the United Btates might add seriously to the op|>osition 
in Congress to acceptance of the schedule to l>c prc«sented bv 
the President. 

To the Chargi in France (tel.) 

I ransmittal of certain Treasury 6gurc^ as reqiu'sted. 

From the Chargi in France (tel.) 

Advice that the Committee appears to l>e reaching agree- 
ment and may have final report ready for signature within 
a week; understanding that creditor groiijis have not allotted to 
the Mates anything in the tincoiulitlonal grouii: 

opiinoii that this matter can l>o taken up when the eouferenee 
of governments is held to put the new plan Into ciTect. 

vhootnote: Information that the report was signet! on 


(Note: Information that the conference was held at The 
Hague, August 6*31, 1929, for the purpose of putting the 
experts plan into effect, and that the flnitetl Btates was repre- 
sented by n ilson m observer with specifleally limitei! powers.) 




1076 


1076 


1077 

1078 


108! 


1082 

1082 
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Nbgotiai 

Ahmy 


Dat<5 and 
number 

1929 
Sept. 14 
(64) 


Oct. 26 

( 201 ) 


Oct. 26 
(78) 


Nov. 2 
(359) 


Nov. 7 
(209) 


Nov. 12 
(215) 


Nov. 13 
(217) 


Nov. 19 
(83) 


Nov. 19 
(84) 


GERMANY 

•IONS FOR AN AOREBMBNT To PROVIDE FOB PaTMENT OF AMERICAN 
OF Occupation Costs and Mixed Cdaims Commission Awards 


Subject 


Page 


To the Amhaseador in Germany (tel.) 

InBtnietions to ascertain wnether Germany will enter into 
agreement to pay directly to the United States the annuities 
recommended in report of the Experts Committee. 

(Instructions to inform Edwin C. Wilson, American acting 
observer on the Reparation Commission.) 


1083 


From the Ambassador in Germany (teL) 

Foreign Office aids-mimoirs^ October 25 (text printed), 
stating readiness to enter into negotiations and suggesting that 
the two Governments jointly acoualnt the other creditor 
governments with the fact of negotiations. 


1085 


'To the Ambassador in Germany (teL) 

Information that press reports of U. S.-German negotiations 
made it neoessary for the &oretary of State to announce the 
fact at his press conference; nonobjection if German Minister at 
Brussels wishes to notify the pzesident of the Hague conference, 
hut inability to see necessity for American Minister to be 
imsociated with him in such action. 


1086 


To the Charge in France (teL) 

I'elogram for repetition to Berlin (text printed), stating that 
Wilson is lieing instructed to proceed to Berlin to present draft 
agrtsement and enter into negotiations with German repre- 
sentative. 


1087 


From the Ambassador in Germany (tel.) 

From Wilson: Presentation of draft agreement; German 
reiiresentative’s hope that a postponement or safeguard 
clause similar to the revision clause contained in Young Plan 
might l>e included; and American representative's view that 
such a clause would probably be inacceptable to the United 
States. 

From the Ambassador in Germany (teL) 

From Wilson: German inquiry whether the United States 
would agree to renounce its rights to sanctions and special 
pledges under the treaties; German desire for revision or 
safeguard clause. 

From the Ambassador in Germany (tel.) 

From Wilson: Discussion of further points raised by German 
reprt^aentativo: German inquiry whether the 45 million marks 
allocaWd to mixed claims might be maintained until the claims 
arts paid, reducing proportionately in the first years the alloca- 
tion to army costs and increasing it in the later years; Gern^n 
ciesire for information as to the basis on which the total of mixed 
claims awards has been computed. 

To the Ambassador in Germany {teL) 

For Wilson: Nonobjection in principle to ultimate renuncia- 
tion of rights to sanctions and pledges in event proposed agree- 
ment and Young Plan become effective; inability to accept any 
so-tiiled revision or safeguard clause. 

To the Ambassador in Germany (tel.) 

For Wilson: Inability to consider reallocation of annuities es 
between army costs and mixed claims; revised figures on esti- 
1 mated total of mixed claims awards. 


1087 


1088 


1091 


1094 


1097 
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GERMANY 

Nbqotiations for an Aorekment To Provide for Payment or American 
Army of Occupation Costs and Mixed Claims Commission Awards— 
Continued 


D^te and 
number 


1929 
Nov. 19 


8ob}eet 


Memomndum bt/ the Assistant Secretary of Siais 

Record of conversations with rt^presentatives of the Belgian, 
British, French, and Italian Embassies individually, in which 
the Assistant Secretary outlined nature of the agreement under 
discussion with Germany. 




noi 


Nov. 29 From the Ambassador in Oermany (tel,) 

(241) Prom Wilson: Receipt by Foreign Ofilce of practically 
identical notes from the four principal creditor governments: 
British note, November 20 to the president of the Hague con- 
ference (text printed), stating acquiescence in proposed U. B,- 
German agreement. 


Dec. 2 
(247) 


Dec. 8 
(103) 


Dec. 28 
(117) 


From the Ambassador in Germany (tel,) 

From Wilson: German decision to waive safeguard clause, 
on strictly confidential underatanding that Gennany reserves 
the right to reopen negotiations In event other powers at The 
Hague raise objection to U. B.-German agitwment and thereby 
make it impossible to put agreement into force without chang- 
ing the Young Plan; German n»qu<st for new draft r<*ganling 
U. S. renunciation of pledgim and right to ©mplov saiLHioim’ 
German request for provision granting Germany's^ mreent 
discount on advance payments. 

To the Ambassador in (lermany (tel.) 

For Wilson; Opinion that the strictly confidential under- 
standing desired by Germany is unnecessary and urniesirahle; 
suggestion for revising clause relating ti> rtumneiation of 
pledges and sanctions • inalnlHy to accede to request for bii 
percent discount on mivancc) payments. 

To the Ambassador in Oermany (tel,) 

Statcmient issueii to the pr<?HH bv the Art ing S<»cn*tarv of the 
Tre^urv, for release Decemlx-r 29 (text printed), aiivising that 
the U. b. and German Governments hnvo n‘ached accord on 
an ^reement which will Ihi submitted to C’ongress for au- 
thorization to conclude it. 

(Footnote: Information that agreement waa siilmiHiuently 
siRned on June 23, 1930, pursuant to act of Congress, June 5, 
1 9o0.^ 


UOl 


U02 


1104 


1105 


R^iprocal Treatment To Be Accorded rt the Cnited Htates 
Germa^ to Consular Staffs in the Payment of Import I>UTIr^ 
■Uthbr Xaxes 


AND 

AND 


1926 
Apr. 9 
(72) 


From the Ambassador in Oermany (tel,) 

Refusal of Hamburg cuHtoms authorities to admit gtHwis 
duty-fr^ for American consuls; information from Fon-ign 
Office that it is ready to accept on a basis of rtfciiiroeitv what- 
^<>'^<-*rnuient can*s to put on article 27 
Of the treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights of 
Uecember 8, 1923. 


noe 





LIST OF PAPERS 


cmix 


GERMANY 

Rbciprocal Trbatmbnt To B» Accorded bt thb United States and 
Germany to Consular Staffs in the Payment of Import Duties and 
Other Taxes - Continued 


Dfttetnd 

number 


1926 
Apr, 12 
(26) 


1929 
Apr. 29 
(4604) 


Deo. 9 
(5142) 


Dec. 31 
(118) 


Subject 


To tke Amimtodor in Gmtumy {tel) 

Information that free entnr privileges are being accorded to 
German consular officers of career under article 27 of the 
treaty; instructions to insist on full reciprocity for American 
consular officers in Germany, 

From the Ambmador in Germany 
Aide-mimoiTe, February 1, to the Foreign Minister (text 
printed), requesting that American consular officers be granted 
exemption from internal revenue taxation on articles imported 
by tlmm; Foreign Office note verhale No. V526, April 11 (text 
printed), stating that the (Serman Government cannot grant 
the desired exemption but reserves right to revise its pint of 
view in case U. S. Government should arrive at a broader 
interpretation of the term “consular officers” which has been 
under discussion by the German Embassy and the Department 
of State in Washington. 

From the AmhaseaioT in Germany 
Receipt from Foreign Office of decree granting to foreign 
consular officers in Germany exemption from customs duties 
and internal taxes, provided reciprocity is granted by the ap- 
pointing state. Request for telegraphic authorization to in- 
form Foreign Office tliat German consular officers in the United 
Htates enjoy the privilege of free importation on basis of rec- 
iprocity. 

To the ylmboesador in Germany {tel.) 

I Authorization as requested. 



Page 

1107 

1107 

1111 

nil 




BELGIUM 


TREATIES OF ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND BELGIUM, SIGNED MARCH 20, 1929 

711.8612A/1 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Bdgicm Ambassador {De Ligne) 

Washington, March 26, 1928. 

Exckujbnot: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the con- 
sideration of your Government and as a basis for negotiation a pro- 
posed draft of a treaty of arbitration between Belgium and the 
United States.* 

The provisions of this draft operate to extend the policy of arbi- 
tration enunciated in the arbitration conventions concluded in 1908 
between the United States and several other countries,** and are identi- 
cal in effect with tlie provisions of the arbitration treaty signed be- 
tween the United States and France on February 6, 1928, a copy of 
which is also enclosed.* 

You will ob.sorve that Article I of the treaty with France does not 
appear in the draft submitted herewith. Its language was borrowed 
from the language of the Treaty for the Advancement of Peace 
signed in 1914,® and some question having arisen as to whether the 
new treaty affectetl the status of the Treaty of 1914, the matter has 
been I'csolved in the case of France by an exchange of notes* record- 
ing the understanding of both Governments that the earlier con- 
ciliation treaty was in no way affected by the later arbitration treaty. 
In ortler to obviate further questions of this nature, however, it 
seemed desirable to avoid the incorporation in other arbitration 
treaties of any portion of the language of the earlier conciliation 
treatie.s, wliere siich treaties exist, and in such cases I have there- 
fore proposed the elimination of Article I of the French treaty and 
amended Article II (which is Aiiiicle I of the draft transmitted 
herewith) by substituting for the words “the above-mentioned Per- 
manent International Commission” the words “the Permanent In- 
ternational Commission constituted pursuant to” the applicable 
treaty of conciliation. As no such conciliation treaty is in force 


'Draft not priiitwi. . „„„ „„„ 

** B’or Index refiwnces to treaties of 1908, see Foreign Relations, 1908, p. 832; 
ffcid., 1909, p. 678. 

•me., 1928, vol. n, p. 810. 

*Ibid., 1915. p. 380. 

* Dated March 1 and 5, 1928, im.. 1928, vol. ii, p. 819. 
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between Belgium and the United States, this latter formula cannot 
of course be used- I have therefore made no mention in Article I 
of any Permanent International Coinnjission referring instea<l to 
“an appropriate commission of conciliation”. The negotiation and 
conclusion of an arbitration treaty can thus proceed independently 
of negotiations with respect to a conciliation treaty. 

The Government of the United States would lie pleased, however, 
to conclude with the Government of Belgium not only the arbitration 
treaty referred to above, but also a conciliation treaty modeled after 
the so-called Bryan treaties which were signed by the United States 
with many other countries in 1913 and 1914,® and I take this oppor- 
tunity to transmit for the consideration of your Government and as 
a basis of negotiation a proposed draft of a treaty of conciliation • 
identical in effect with other treaties to which the United States is a 
party. 

I feel that by adopting treaties such as those suggested herein we 
shall not only promote the friendly relations between the Peoples of 
our two countries, but also advance materially the cause of arbitration 
and the pacific settlement of international disputes. If your Govern- 
ment concurs in my views and is prepnreel to negotiate treaties along 
the lines of the two drafts transmitted liertnvith, I shall be glad to 
enter at once upon such discussions as may be nece.s.sary. 

Accept [etc.] Hohsict E. Olds 


711.Bei2 Antl-War/» 

The Belgian Ambassador (De Ligne) to the Secretary of State 

ITra natation 1 


WAsmNOTON, June 6, 1028, 
Mr. Secketart or State: I did not fail to forwartl to my Govern- 
ment the drafts of Conciliation and Arbitration Treaties wiiieh Your 
Excellency was pleased to send me with your iu>te of March 26 last. 

The texts suggested by the Government of the Unitetl States have 
been given careful examination by the Belgian Gtjvernment. It ac- 
cepts them as affording ground for disciLssion but deems it exiH'dient 
to suggest a few changes that are .shown in the margin of the French 
translation of the texts which I have the honor enclose herein.'^ 

In instructing me to lay these proposals before Your Excellency, 
Mr. Minister for Foreign Affairs wi.shes mo to ctmvey to you the wish 
of the Kin g’s Government that they be taken into consideration by 


* Draft not printed. 

proposed changes, ace note to the tBctglan Axabassador. 



BELGIUM 


3 


the Qovei’nment of the United States. If Your Excellency were 
pleased to designate one of your Assistants to that effect, I should be 
extremely happy to give Mr. Silvercruys, Counsellor of the Embassy, 
all the needful directions to impart to him the reasons why the Belgian 
Government believes it desirable to have the changes that are here sug- 
gested embodied in the treaty draft. 

I take [etc.] P[rinct] Albebt de liioms 


711.6512A/8 

The Belgian Ambassador {De Ligne) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

Washington, January 29, 1929. 

Mr. Secretary of State : I had the honor to inform Your Excellency 
on June C last that the Government of the King accepted as a basis 
of discussion the drafts of treaties of conciliation and arbitration which 
had been communicated to me on March 26 last, but that it believed 
it expedient on that occasion to suggest to you some changes to be in- 
corporated in the text of those treaties. 

Having my.self left the United States on leave, the ChargS d’ Affaires 
had the opportunity, in the course of various interviews with the mem- 
bers of tlie State Department whom Your Excellency had been good 
enough to de.signate for that purpose, to set forth the reasons for which 
the lielgian Government considered it desirable that the drafts of 
treaties which liad been submitted to it be modified. Mr. Silvercruys 
having been called to a conference by them, on September 21 last he 
came t<^ mi agreement with Messrs. Barnes and McClure® upon a re- 
vised draft of the text which was to be submitted to Your Excellency 
for approval as well as to the Minister of Foreign Affairs at Brussels. 

Upon my return to tlie United States, knowing the importance which 
the Belgian Government, on its part, also attached to the conclusion 
and signing of the agreements under consideration, I took the liberty, 
on different o<*<’usions, to recall both to Your Excellency and to your 
immediate associates that the Government of the King would be very 
glad to see the negotiations which had been opened on the proposal 
of the Govevnnmit of the United States brought to a close. 

Mr. Hymans « having requested me by telegraph to let him know the 
present state of these negotiations, I should be very grateful to Your 
Excellency if you would lx* kind enough to inform me of the decision 
you have made in order that I, on my part, may repoi’t thereon to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs at Brussels. 

1 1 ake fete.] Albert de Eigne 

•('buries M. Barnes and Wallace Mcaure. Chief and Assistant Chief, respec- 
tively, of tlie Treaty Division of the Department of State. 

•BelKiaa Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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711.5512A/10 

TAe Secretary of State to the Belgian, Ambcuteador {De Ligrie) 

Washinoton, Marc!i 8, 1929. 

Exgellenct: I have the honor to reply to Your Excellency’s notes 
dated January 29, 1929, and June 6, 1928, referring to this Govern- 
ment’s proposal of March 26, 1928 for the negotiation of a treaty of 
arbitration and a treaty of conciliation between the United States 
and Belgium. I am sincerely gratified to know of Belgium’s accept- 
ance, as affording ground for discussion, of the draft treaties which 
this Government submitted. I have noted the suggestions of the 
Belgian Government that certain change.s of text would bo appro- 
priate. Careful attention has been accor«le<l to these proposed 
changes and I take pleasure in stating, in the following paragraphs, 
the attitude of this Government with reference to them. 

The first two proposals for change presented by the Belgian Gov- 
ernment occur in respect of Article II of the draft treaty of arbitra- 
tion. 

In place of the lettered paragraph (a) in the draft as originally 
proposed, which reads “(u) is within the domestic jurisdiction of 
either of the High Contracting Parties”, the following langingo was 
suggested: “(a) has been submitted {eet so^imis) to the domestic 
jurisdiction of either of the High Contracting Parties”. I venture 
to sugge^ that the meaning which this Government attached to the 
passage in question has not been made wholly clear to the Govern- 
ment of Belgum. Mr. Silvercruys indicated in oral conversations 
that Your Excellency’.s Government was under the impression that 
the exception in question to the obligation to arbitrate referred to 
disputes arising out of cases that have been or may l»e bi-ought for 
adjudication before the courts of the re.s|>ective countrie.s. The in- 
tention, however, which this Government attempted to express had 
nothing to do with the question of adjudication by the courts of one 
or other of the two countries. The inten<le<l meaning <-overed only 
those cases which, in international law, are recognized ai.s pertaining 
wholly to individual nations, concerning which each country must 
decide as to the propriety of its own acts. 

Accordingly, the exception in question pertains to the subji‘ct- 
matter of di.sputes, not to whether they may, at any .stage, be brought 
before a national tribunal of one of the Parties to the treaty. 

In place of lettered paragraph (5) of Article IT of the draft 
treaty, which excepts from the obligation to arbitrate any dispute 
the subject matter of which **involves the interests of third parties”, 
the Belgian Government would substitute any dispute which “in- 
volves the interests of third parties, unless these powers have them- 
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selves a right under a convention to refer the dispute to an arbitration 
tribunal”. This Government understands this proposal to have been 
made in view of the fact that treaties similar to the one under nego- 
tiation are in force or contemplated between the respective parties 
and various other countries. 

This Government is of opinion, notwithstanding the arguments 
advanced on behalf of the foregoing proposal, that a bilateral arbi- 
tration treaty should deal solely with disputes substantial interest 
in which pertains to the two parties only. It is believed that pro- 
vision for dealing with disputes of more widespread interest should 
be made by means of multilateral treaties. The fact that Belgium 
and the United States cooperate with many other powers in main- 
taining the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, which 
may be resorted to in tripartite or multipartite disputes, would seem 
to render consideration of them in the treaty under negotiation of 
diminisheil importance. I hope, accordingly, that the Belgian 
Government may be satisfied with the proposed treaty without alter- 
ing its language at this point. 

The requested alteration in Article III of the draft treaty of arbi- 
tration and in Article IV of the draft treaty of conciliation, in- 
volving the insertion of “His Majesty the King of the Belgians” in 
place of “Belgium” is, of course, accepted by this Government. 

In Article I of the Draft treaty of conciliation the Belgian Govern- 
ment has x'cquested a change the effect of 'which would evidently be 
to i*equiro disputes not settled by ordinary diplomatic proceedings 
fo 1)6 referred to a conciliation commission, regardless of the avail- 
abilit 3 ' of arbitration as an alteimative method of solution. 

Your Excel lemiy’s Government has undoubtedly noted, in respect 
of the two <lraft treaties simultaneously submitted to it by the United 
States, that Article I of the arbitration ti'eaty provides : “All differ- 
ences . . which it has not been possible to adjust by diplomacy, 
whieli. hare riot been adjusted a>s a residt of reference to an appropriate 
emnmimlon of coneillatimi^ and which are justiciable . . ., shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration ... or to some 
other competent tribunal”; while. Article I of the conciliation treaty 
provides that “any dis]>utes ... of whatever nature . . ., shall, 
when OTilinary diplomatic proceedings have failed and the High Con- 
tracting Parties do not haiu^ recourse to adjudication by a competent 
tHhunal^ bo submitted for inve.stigation and report to a Permanent 
International Commission.” 

Tlie existence of these provisions in the two complementary instru- 
ments is interpreted by the United States as leaving the order of 
utilization of the alternative remedies of arbitration and conciliation 
open for decision at the time the particular dispute arises, provided 
always that it is of such a nature as to fall 'within the limitations of 
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the arbitration treaty as well as within the more inclusive provisions 
of the treaty of conciliation. 

In the opinion of this Government it is wise to leave the matter 
open. Other Governments are understood to prefer different stated 
orders for the invocation of arbitration and conciliation. To avoid 
fixing a sequence at least meets half-way the Belgian policy of con- 
ciliation before arbitration when ordinary diplomacy has failed. I 
venture to hope that the Belgian Government may be persuaded to 
find the text as originally submitted acceptable. 

The Belgian Qovemmeirt has proposed the elimination, at the end 
of Article I of the conciliation treaty, of the words **and they agree 
not to declare war or begin hostilities during such investigation and 
before the report is submitted and instead to insert, “and they agree 
not to apply coercive measures to each other and to refrain from any 
measure likely to aggravate the difference during investigation and 
pending delivery of the report.’’ It is understoml that this proposal 
was made in view of the renunciation of war by the two Governments 
through the multilateral treaty signed August 27, 1028,'*^ and this 
Government is glad to join the Government of Belgium in adopting 
more appropriate language. While this Governinent is |irepared tc 
accept the foregoing amendment as proposed, I shmiltl prefer, pro- 
vided the same is equally accepta!>le to the Belgian (5ov«*rnment, the 
following: “and they agree not to resort with respect to each other 
to any act of force during the investigation to be imule by tlie eorii- 
mission and before its report is han<led in,” This is the langtuige of 
the existing Franco-Ameriean coiK^iliation treaty and I have agreed 
to accept it for insertion in tlie corresponding passage in tlie treaty 
now under negotiation with Luxemburg, Sbonhl it lie acceptable 
to Belgium, appropriate alteration may readily minle at the Em- 
bassy in the accompan 3 ’ing revised draft of tlic treaty. 

In Article II of the conciliation treaty, which provides for the 
composition of the International Commission, the following passage 
occurs in the draft submitted by this Government: 

“One member shall be chosen from emdi c«)untry, by the Govern- 
ment thereof; one member shall be chosen by ea<*h (hivernment from 
some third country; the fifth member shall be chosen l>y common 
agreement between the two Governments, it Ixdng umlerstood that 
he shall not be a citizen of either country.” 

The Government of Belgium proposes the following in place of the 
foregoing : 

“Each Government shall appoint a member from among its nation- 
als; the other three members, including the President, shall l>e ap- 

E ointed in common accord, it being understood that they shall not 
e under the jurisdiction of either one of the two countries.” 


M xr«.n 




Ty. 


.4> znr. 





BELGIUM 


7 


The Government of the United States accepts this change, under- 
standing that, by it, Your Excellency’s Government seeks a greater 
disinterestedness among the members of the Commission. 

In Article III of the draft conciliation treaty the Belgian Govern- 
ment proposes a change the effect of which would make it permissible 
for either l^arty to bring a dispute before the International Com- 
mission without the cooperation of the other and, furthermore, enable 
the CominisHion to offer its services in the event of a dispute by a 
majority instead of a unanimous vote of its members. A proposed 
added provision would enable the Commission, by a unanimous vote, 
to lay before the parties the terms of any arrangement it may deem 
suitable — presumably without any reference of the dispute to it by the 
Parties to the treaty. 

These proposals of the Belgian Government are more far-reaching 
than the Governmexit of the United States is prepared to accept. 
Believing that their practical import is not great, it hopes that the 
Belgian Go\*erninent may be in a position to recede from them. 

Draft texts of arbitration and conciliation treaties, revised in ac- 
cordance with the foregoing, are transmitted herewith.^^ Trusting 
that these drafts may be acceptable to Your Excellency’s Government 
and that, accordingly, sigxmture may take place in due course, I 
request Your Excellency to accept [etc.] 

Frank B. Kellogg 


Treaty Serlca No, 823 

Arbitration 'Treaty Between the United States of ATnerioa and 
Belgium^ Signed at Washington^ March 1929 “ 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians 

Determined to prevent so far as in their i>ower lies any interrup- 
tion in the peaceful relations that have always existed between the 
two nations; 

Desirous of reaffirming their adherence to the policy of submitting 
to impartial decision all justiciable controversies that may arise be- 
tween them; and 

Eager by their example not only to demonstrate their condemna- 
tion of war as an instrument of national policy in their mutual 
relations, l)ul also to hasten the time when perfection of interna- 
tional arrangements for the pacific settlement of international dis- 


** See signed treaties, infra. i 

** In I :nKnHli and French ; French text not printed. Ratification advised by 
the Senate, Mav 22 (leKhslatlve day of May 16), 1029; ratified by the President, 
dime 4, ratified by Belgium, July 22, 1930; ratifications exchanged at 

Washington, August 25, 1930; proclaimed by the President, August 2o, 1930. 
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putes shall have eliminated forever the possibility of war among 
any of the Powers of the world; 

Have decided to conclude a treaty of arbitration and for that 
purpose they have appointed as their respective I'lenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States of America : 

Prank B. Kellogg, Secretary of State of tlie United States of 
America: and 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians : 

His Highness Prince Albert de Ligne, His Majesty’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United States of America; 

Wlio, having communicated to each other their full |>awerB found 
in good and due form, have agreeti ui>on the following articles: 

Article I 

All differences relating to international matters in %vhich the High 
Contracting Parties are concerned by virtue of a claim of right made 
by one against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it has not 
been possible to adjust by diplomacy, wliich have not been adjusted 
as a result of reference to an appropriate commisHion of conciliation, 
and which are justiciable in their nature by reason of being sus- 
ceptible of decision by the application of the principles of law or 
equity, shall be submitted to tlie Permanent Court of Arbitration 
established at The Hague by the Convention of Oi'tolHu- 18, 11K)7, or 
to some other competent tribunal, as shall be ilcnniletl in eacli vtim 
by special agreement, which special agreement shall provide for the 
organization of such tribunal if lunasssary, define its powers, state 
the question or questions at issue, and settle the t^n’mH of nderence. 

The special agreement in each case shall be made on the part of 
the United States of America by the President of the United States 
of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, 
and on the part of Belgium in ucconlaiuv with the constitutional 
laws of Belgium. 

Articxk II 

The provisions of this treaty shall not bo in%'oked in res|>iH*t of 
any dispute the subject matter of which 

(a) is within the domestic jurisdiction of eitlu^r of the High 
Contracting Parties, 

(S) involves the interests of third Parties, 

(<?) depends upon or involves the maintenance of the traditional 
attitude of the United States concerning American questions, com- 
monly described as the Monroe Doctrine, 

(d) depends upon or involves the observance of the obligations 
of Belgium in accordance with the Covenant of the league of 
Nations. 
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Akticub III 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof and by His Majesty the King of the Belgians in accordance 
with the Constitution. 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless B,nd tintil terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English aiid French languages, both texts 
having equal force, and hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Washington the 20th day of March, one thousand nine 
hundi-ed and twenty-nine. 

Frank B. Keulogg [seal] 

P. AnBEirr db Digne [sEAn] 


Treaty S«rl<*a No. B24 

Coneiliaiion Treaty Between the United States of America and 
Belgium^ Signed at ’Washington^ March 1929 

The President of tlu^ United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians, being desirous to strengthen the bonds of 
amity that bind them togetlier and also to advance the cause of gen- 
eral i>eHce, have resolved to enter into a treaty for that purpose, and 
to that end have appointed as their plenipotentiaries : 

The President of the United States of America: 

Frank B. Kellogg, Secretai’y of State of the United States of 
America; and 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians: 

His Highness Prince Albert de Ligne, His Majesty’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United States of America; 

Wlio, after having communicated to each other their respective 
full poweiB, found to be in proper form, have agreed upon and con- 
cluded the following articles: 


Article I 

Any disputes arising between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Belgium, of whatever nature 


la English and French ; French text not printed. Ilatification advised by the 
Senate, May 22 (i^slatlve day of May 16), 1929; ratified by the Presldent^une 
4, 1929; ratified by Belgium, July 22, 1930; ratifications exchanged at Wash- 
Infltop, August 25, 1830 ; proclaimed by the President, August 25, 1930. 
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they may be, shall, when ordinary diplomatic proceedings have failed 
and the High Contracting Parties do not have recourse to adjudica- 
tion by a competent tribunal, be submitted for investigation and 
report to a permanent International Commission constituted in the 
manner prescribed in the next succeeding Article; and they agree 
not to resort with respect to each other to any act of force during the 
investigation to be made by the Commission and bi'fore its report 
is handed in. 

Articlb H 

The International Commission shall be compof;ed of five members, 
to be appointed as follows: Each Government shall appoint a mem- 
ber from among its nationals; the other three members, including the 
President, shall be appointed in common accord, it being understood 
that they shall not be under the Jurisdiction of eitlier one of the two 
countries. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid by the two 
Governments in equal proportions. 

The International Commission shall l>e appointed within six months 
after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and vacancies shall 
be filled according to the manner of the original appointment. 

Aimci-B HI 

In case the High Contracting Parties shall have failed to adjust a 
dispute by diplomatic methods, and they <lo not have recourse to adju- 
dication by a competent tribunal, they shall at once refer it to the 
International Commission for investigation and report. The Interna- 
tional Commission may, however, spontaneotisly hy unanimouK agree- 
ment offer its services to that effect, and in such case it shall notify 
both Governments and request their cooperation in the investigation. 

The High Contracting Parties agree to furnisli the Permanent 
International Commission with all the means axul facilities required 
for its investigation and report. 

The report of the Commission shall be completed within one year 
after the date on which it shall declare its investigation to have begun, 
unless the High Contracting Parties shall limit or extend the time 
by mutual agreement. The report shall be* prepared in triplicate; one 
copy shall be presented to each Government, and the third retained 
by the Commission for its files. 

The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to act independently 
on the subject matter of the dispute after the report of the Commis- 
sion shall have been submitted. 

Abticue IV 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of Am erica bv and with the advice and consent of thA SlAnAl-A 
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thereof, and by His Majesty the King of the Belgians in accordance 
with the Constitution, 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English and French languages, both texts 
having equal force, and hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Washington the 20th day of March, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty- nine. 

Fkank B. Kellogg [seal] 

P. Albert de Liqne [seal] 


AGREEMENT FOR THE ERECTION OF CERTAIN MEMORIALS IN 
BELGIUM BY THE AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION, 
SIGNEO OCTOBER 4, 1920 

855.413/18a 

The Secretary of State to the Amhasaador in Belgium {Gibson) 

No. 191 Washington, February 13, 1929. 

Sir : As you are doubtless aware, the American Battle Monuments 
Commission established by Act of Congress in March 1923^"^ contem- 
plates undertaking certain work of a memorial nature in Belgium. 
You are accordingly I'equested to extend all possible assistance to the 
Commission’s representatives in order to facilitate their work. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

W. R. Castle, Jr. 


85r.,.n3/2o 

The Charge in Belgium {Reed) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4G7 Brussels, July 8, 1929. 

[Received July 20.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction 
No. 191 of February 13, 1929, regarding the intention of the Ameri- 
can Battle Monuments Commission to undertake certain work of a 
memorial nature in Belgium. 

After extended negotiations a representative of the Battle Monu- 
ments Commission and the Ministry of Finance have reached agree- 
ment on the text of a proposed convention between the American 


'*42 Stat. 1504>. 
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and Belgian Governments for the acquisition of sites for monu- 
ments to be erected in Belgium. This text was transmitted to the 
Bmbassy by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, by note of June 27, 
1929, (enclosed in copy and translation) ** with ti»c rt>quest that 
it be submitted to the consideration of the American Govern- 
ment. The text of the proposed convention is also enclosed here- 
with ” and the Embassy has been informed that it is approved in 
its entirety by the American Battle Monuments Commission. 

It will be observed that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs expresses 
the hope that the Department will be good enough, if the text of the 
convention meets with its approval, to confer regarding its signature 
with the Belgian Ambassador in Washington, who lias been duly 
instructed in the premises. 

I have fetc.l Edward L. Reed 


855.413 American Battle Monumeata Commlmsioa/ 1 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the AmbasHadot in Belgium 

{Oibeon) 

Wariiinoton, AuipiHt 19, 1929 — 6 p. m* 
56. Draft enclosed with jour No. 4U7 July 8 Hatinfiurtory to Ameri- 
can Battle Monuments Commission, who autliorize General John J. 
Pershing, chairman of the commissi<»n, who is now in Europe, to 
sign on behalf of the American (iovernment. Inform General Per- 
shing and Foreign Office and arrange execution of agreement. If 
General Pershing’s address unknown to you, inquiix* of Embassy at 
Paris. 

Castle 

Treaty SerloA No. 812 

Agreement Betxceen the United Staten of America and Behjlwm^ 
Signed at Parh^ October 

AGREEMENT OONCLUDEO BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMFJRICA AND BEIXUIFM (XIVFJRINO THE KIlECmON BY THE 
AMPJRIOAN BATTLE MONUMENTS WMMISSION OP CPJrrAIN MEMORIALS 
IN BELGIUM 

This Agi'eement made at I^aris, on October 4, 1929, by and between 
t he Government of the United States of America, represent eel by 
General John J. Pershing, of the American Battle ^Monuments Com- 
mission, party of the first part, and the Roj^al Belgian Government, 

Not printcMl. 

” Sef> signed convention, infm. 

Enj 2 :lish and French; Fw^nch text not printed. Hat Hletl hy the Fresident, 
January 11, 1030; ratified by Belgium. April 8, 1930; ratifications exchanged at 
Brussels, April 17, 1980; proclaimed hy the President, April 23, ia30. 
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represented by Baron E- de Gaiffier d’Hestroy, Belgian Ambassador in 
Paris, party of the second part, for the acquisition by the Royal 
Belgian Government of lands intended as sites for monuments which 
the American Bat tle Monuments Commission is to erect in Belgium, 
in accordance with and by authority of tlie Act of Congress of the 
United States approved March 4th.5 1923, entitled “An act for the 
creation of an American Battle Monuments Commission to erect 
suitable memorials, commemorating the services of the American 
soldiers in Europe and for other pui'poses’^, witnesseth that: 

Article 1 

The Belgian Government will acquire, by mutual agreement with 
the proprietors, the lands necessary for the erection of the American 
memorials- 

Article 2 

The negociations with the owners or tenants for the cession of the 
said lan<ls will be pursued by the American Battle Monuments Com- 
mission, who will reimburse the Belgian Government for the purchase 
price thereof and for any exi>enses occasioned by the acquisition. 

Article 3 

The said lands, as well as the monuments erected thereon, will be 
the property of the Belgian Government, who will grant to the 
Government of the United States without cost and in perpetuity the 
use an<l free disposal thereof. 

Article 4 

The hunls acquired will be devoted in perpetuity to the purpose 
above mentioned, l)ut the Belgian Government shall have no respon- 
sibility with rt'spect to the maintenance or the preservation of the 
monuments and their accessories. 

If, in tlie ftiture, the monuments should disappear or fall into 
ruin as a result of abandonment that can be considered as definite, 
and after the Belgian Goveimment has informed the Government of 
the United States of their condition sufficiently in time so as to 
permit the latter to remedy the same if it so desires, the Belgian 
Government sliall no longer be bound to permit the said lands to 
remain unproductive in perpetuity and shall have the right to use 
them for other purposes. 

Article 5 

It is expressly agreed that the said lands can be divested of their 
special character for reasons of the public welfare or public utility, 
of which the Belgian Government alone shall be judge. 
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In such case, after having consulted the American Battle Monu- 
ments Commission or eventually the Secretary of War, the Belgian 
Government will undertake, as far as it is still practicable, to rebuild 
at its own expense at another place in its territory and under similar 
conditions the monuments erected upon the lands in question. 

Artkxs 6 

The American Battle Monuments Conmiission or the t>rganizntion 
which will eventually replace it will administer the land and monu- 
ments in perpetuity, in conformity with the Belgian laws and reg- 
ulations, and will Wr all expenses iucitlent tliei-cto so that the 
Belgian Government shall not be involved in any way. 

Article 7 

The Belgian Government will settle all lUHienUies which may arise 
with owners or tenants of adjoining lands; it will institute and 
pursue any suit or sustain any defense concerning the properties 
acquired which may hereafter appear necessary. Tiio cost involved 
and the amount of any possible Judgments rendemi against the 
Belgian Government, will he repaid by the (lo\'crnment of the United 
Stat^. 

It is agreed, however, that settlement for tlamages caused by the. 
personnel appointed by the Government of the United States for the 
maintenance and guarding of the American memorials or by the 
equipment belonging to it, will be undertaken by the representative 
appointed by that Government. 

The present Accord is to be ratified by IsdU Governments. The 
exchange of ratifications is to take place in Brussels. 

In Witness whereof the date, month and year ubt»ve-mentioned, 
this Agreement has been signed in four copies, each ciipy having the 
same value and effect as an original, by the G<tvernment of the 
United States, ropre.sented bj’ General .Tolm .1. Pershing of the 
American Battle Monuments Coinmi.‘'.«ion, uinl the Royal Rtdgian 
Government, represented by Baron E. de Gaifficr (ITIe.stroy, Belgian 
Ambassador in Paris. 

jsF.AL'] John J. Pkushino 

[SEAI.) E. DK 0,\IKnER 
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TREATIES OF ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND BULGARIA, SIGNED JANUARY 21, 1929 

"11.7412A/2 

The Mirmter in Bulgaria. ( to the Secretary of State 

No. 960 Soma, February 2, 1927. 

[liucoived March 4.'] 

Sir: When 1 was in Wa.shington in 1921, Mr. Panaretoff, who was 
tlien Bulgarian Minister to the United States, told me that he was 
going to suggest to his Government the negotiation of an arbitraition 
treaty between Bulgaria and the United States, and I l)elieve I men- 
tioned this fact to the then Director of the Division of Near Eastern 
Affairs. However, the internal situation of Bidgaria liecame .such 
that the matter was apparently dropjjed, and later came the resig- 
nation of Mr. Panaretoff. I heard nothing more of the proposed 
arbitration treaty until 1924 when the Bulgarian-American Extra- 
dition and Naturalization Treaties were being negotiattni. At that 
time an official from the Foreign Office asked me if I could let him 
have copies of some of the arbitration treaties whicli the Unitetl 
States had negotiated with other countries. A mimlM*r of these were 
furnished to him but nothing more was heard of the mutter at that 
time. 

A few days ago the Secretary General of the Foreign Office t<de- 
phoned me to say that he intended to telegrai>h the Bulgaj-ian Mini.s- 
ter in Washington that Bulgaria was willing to negotiate an arbitra- 
tion treaty with the United States, aiul he in<|uired wh**tlier I knew 
if any suggestion along this line had ever been made by the Ix'gatiun 
to the Bulgarian Government. I replied that I was <-ertuin that 
the Legation had never it'ceived any instruction to u}){>roach the 
Bulgarian Government on this matter, but that so far as I know, 
the initiative had come a.s stated above, from Mr. Panaretoff, the 
Bulgarian Minister in Washington. 

Yesterday an official from the Political Sec-fion (tf the Foreign 
Office, spoke to me about the proposed treaty again and sui<I that 
telegraphic instructions would sliortly be sent to Mr. Ra<leff to in- 
quire whether the United States would l>e w'illing to make such a 
treaty with Bulgaria. He also inquired whether I did not tliink it 
would be preferable to have such a treaty signed in Sofia, to which 
16 
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I replied that the place of signature could probably be best arranged 
between the State Department and Mr. Radeff. 

I think, probably, the renewed interest shown in this matter of the 
Bulgarian-American proposed arbitration treaty may be attributed 
to the invitation on the part of the American Government to Mr. 
Hadji-Mischeff to be the non-national American member on the 
commission provided for in the American-Norwegian Arbitration 
Treaty,^ As already reported, this choice of a Bulgarian as a 
member of the Commission has given the greatest satisfaction and 
pleasure to Bulgarian officials to whom it is known. 

I have [etc.] Chaises S. Wilson 


711.7412A/4 : Telwam 

The Secretary of State to the Mir&eter in Bulgaria {WUson) 

[ Paraphrase] 

Washington, March 23, 1928 — 11 a. m. 

4. This is for your information- Yesterday the Department in- 
foi'med the Bulgarian Minister that it is ready to conclude an 
ai'bitratioii treaty with Bulgaria, identical in effect with the treaty 
with France, signed February 6, 1928; ^ also a conciliation treaty based 
on the Bryan treaty with Great Britain, signed September 15, 1914.® 
In about t<*n days’ time the pi'oposed texts will be furnished the 
Btdgarian Minist^^r. 

£jsllo(3g 


71 l,7412A/7 : T<*l<»Kram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in BvZgaria {Wilson) 

Washington, April 20, 1928 — 7 p. m. 

7. The Department today handed to the Bulgarian Minister a 
draft of a proposed treaty of arbitration between the United States 
and Bulgax'ia and a di'aft of a treaty of similar purport to the so- 
called Bryan treaties.*^ Tlie provisions of the draft treaty of arbitra- 
tion operate to extend the policy of arbitration enunciated in the 
arbitration conventions concluded in 1908 between the United States 
and several other countries. The language of this draft is identical 
in effect with that of the arbitration treaty recently signed with 
France and with the draft arbitration treaties already submitted to 


‘ PresnmH!>ly the Brj’an Treaty for the Advancement of General Peace, signed 
June 24, 1914 ; Foreign Relations^ 1914, p. 971. 

15^, vol. n, p. 816. 

• Xhid., 1914. p. S04. 

•• For Index references to the Bryan treaties, see p. 1130 ; ihid., 1915, p. 

1328; iUd., 1916, p. 1007. 

For Index references to treaties of 1908, see ibid., 11X)8, p. 832; i&id., 1009, 
p. 676. 
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other governments in the general program for the extension of these 
principles. The text of the proposed treaties will be forwarded in 
next ponch. 

KELLOaO 


711.7412A/10 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Btdgaria {Wileon) 

No. 271 Wasiiikotdn, September 15, 1928, 

Sm: The Department, in its No. 250 of April 30, 1928,* informed 
you that, on April 20th, it had submitted to the Bulgarian Minister 
in Washington drafts of a proposed treaty of arbitration and of a 
proposed treaty of conciliation between the United States and Bul- 
garia, On April 23, 1928, the Bulgarian Minister advised the De- 
partment of the receipt of these drafts and of their communication 
by him to his Government. 

This Qovei-nnient has now offered similar treaties of arbitration 
to thirty countries and similar treaties of conciliation to twenty coun- 
tries and has proceeded to the signature of eight arbitration treaties 
and five conciliation treaties*. It is desirable that as large a number 
as possible of these treaties shall be signed before (he convening of 
Congress on December 3, in order that they may be submiite<l to the 
Senate for its advice and consent. 

On the other hand, the Department desires to maintain as far as 
practicable the uniformity of this series of tn^aties and would avoid 
alterations at the suggestion of the other countries as far us |><)ssible. 
It would avoid, through an appearance of too great anxiety in the 
matter, inviting other countides to feel that tliey can iva<H!y obtain 
changes in the draft treaties. 

Keeping the foregoing in mind, howevei% you are r€K|uested to make 
an effort to expedite the consideration of this ninttei* l>v the Bulgarian 
Government and to encourage it to instruct its IVIinistiu* at this capibil 
to proceed to signature at an early date. 

I am [etc.] Fkank B. 


71 1 .7412A/13 : Telegram 

The Charge in Bulgaria {Kodding) to the Sreretary of State 


SonA, November 22, 1928 — 2 p. m. 

[Received 3:42 p. m.] 
30. Mr. Minkoff « informs me that Bulgarian Legation in Wash- 
ington was instructed yesterday by telegraph to sign the proposed 
treaties of arbitration and conciliation without modifications. 


^Not printed; see Department’s telegram No. 7, mpra 
Secretary General of tlie Bulgarian Foreign 0£Bce. 


Kotoxno 
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Treaty Series No. 792 

Arbitration Treaty Between the United States of America and 
BvZgaria^ Signed at Washington^ January 19^9 « 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of the Bulgarians 

Determined to pi-event so far as in their power lies any interrup- 
tion in the i)eaceful relations now happily existing between the two 
nations; 

Desirous of reaffirming their adherence to the policy of submitting 
to impartial decision all justiciable controversies that may arise be- 
tween them ; and 

Eager by their example not only to demonstrate their condemna- 
tion of war as an instrument of national policy in their mutual 
relations, but also to hasten the time when the perfection of interna- 
tional arrangements for the pacific settlement of international dis- 
putes shall have eliminated forever the possibility of war among any 
of the Powers of the world ; 

Have decided to conclude a treaty of arbitration and for that 
purpose they have appointed as their I'espective Plenipotentiaries 

The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America; and 

His Majesty the King of the Bulgarians: 

Mr. Simeon Eadc»fF, His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary near the Government of the United States; 

Wlio, having coininunicated to each other their full powers found 
in good and due fonii, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article 1 

All differences relating to international matters in which the High 
Contracting Parties are concerned by virtue of a claim of right made 
by one against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it has not 
been possil)le to adjust by diplomacy, which have not been adjusted 
as a result of reference to an appropriate commission of conciliation, 
and which are justiciable in their nature by I'cason of being suscep- 
tible of decision by the application of the principles of law or equity, 
shall he submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration established 
at The Hague by the Convention of October 18, 1907, or to some 
other competent tribunal, as shall be decided in each case by special 
agreement, which special agreement shall provide for the organiza- 
tion of such tribunal if necessary, define its powers, state the ques- 
tion or questions at issue, and settle the terms of reference. 

• Ratification advised by the Senate, January 31, 1929 ; ratified by the Presi- 
dent, February 14. 1929; ratified by Bulgaria, July 2, 1929; ratifications 
exchanged at Washlxigton, July 22, 1929; proclaimed by the President, July 22, 
1929. 
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The special agreement in each case shall be made on the part of 
the United States of America by the President of the United States 
of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, 
and on the part of Bulgaria in accordance with its constitutional 
laws. 

Article II 

The provisions of this treaty shall not be invoked in respect of 
any dispute tlie subject matter of which 

(а) is within the domestic jurisdiction of either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties, 

(б) involves the interests of third Parties, 

(<?) depends upon or involves the maintenance of the traditional 
attitude of the United States concerning American questions, com- 
monly described as the Monroe Doctrine, 

(d) depends upon or involves the observance of the obligations of 
Bulgaria in accordance with the Covenant of the league of Nations. 

Artioije III 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of Amei'ica by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof and by Bulgaria in accordance with its constitutional laws. 

The ratifications shall be e.xchangctl at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Conti'acting I^irty to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective l^!eni|>otentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate and hereunto affixetl their stnils. 

Done at Wasliington the twenty-first day of January in tlie year of 
(iur Lord one thousand nine hundrcHl ami twent y-nine. 

Frank B. Keix<k50 [hkal] 

S. Raokef (hkal] 


Treaty Series No. 793 

ConcUiation Treaty Between the Uruted States of Aomrica and 
Bnlffaria, Signed at Washington, January 21, 102,9 ^ 


The President of the United States of America ami His hlajesty 
the King of the Bulgarians, being desirous to strengthen the bonds 
of amity that bind their two counti'ies together ami also to advance 


■'Ratification advised by the Senate. January 31, lOlO; rtttlfl<>d by tl»e I*resl- 
Pebrupy 14, 15»^ ; ratified by Bulgaria, July 2, 192» ; ratificat!on» exchanged 
at Washington, Jiily 22, 1921); i>roc-Ialiupd by the rrraldent, July 22, 1929. 
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the cause of general peace, have resolved to enter into a treaty for 
that purpose, and to that end have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries : 

The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America; and 

His Majesty the King of the Bulgarians: 

Mr. Simeon Kadeff, His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary near the Government of the United States ; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found to be in proper form, have agreed upon and concluded 
the following articles : 


Ajrticiub I 

Any disputes arising between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Bulgaria, of whatever nature they 
may be, shall, when ordinary diplomatic proceedings have failed and 
the High Contracting Parties do not have recourse to adjudication 
by a competent tribunal, be submitted for investigation and report 
to a permanent Inteimational Commission constituted in the manner 
prescribed in the next succeeding Article; and they agree not to 
declare war or begin hostilities during such investigation and before 
the report is submitted* 

Akticlos II 

The Intcumational Commission shall be composed of five members, 
to be appointed as follo^vs: One member shall be chosen from each 
country, by the Government thereof; one member shall be chosen by 
each Government from some third country; the fifth member shall 
be ciiosen l>y common agreement between the two Governments, it 
iKjing understood that he shall not be a citizen of either country. 
The expenses of the Conunission shall be paid by the two Govern- 
ments in e<iual proportions. 

The International Commission shall be appointed within six 
month.s after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and vacan- 
cies shall be filled according to the manner of the original appointment. 

Abticub III 

In case the High Contnicting Parties shall have failed to adjust a 
dispute by diplomatic methods, and they do not have recourse to 
adjudication by a competent tribunal, they shall at once refer it to 
the International Commission for investigation and report. The 
International Commission may, however, spontaneously by iinani- 
agreement offer its services to that effect, and in such case it 

32,^423 43— vol. n 11 
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shall notify both Governments and request their cooperation in the 
investigation. 

The High Contracting Parties agree to furnish the Permanent 
International Commission with all the means and facilities required 
for its investigation and report. 

The report of the Commission shall bo completed within one year 
after the date on which it shall declare its investigation to have be- 
gun, unless the High Contracting Parties shall limit or extend the 
time by mutual agreement. The report shall be prepared in tripli- 
cate; one copy shall be presented to each Government, and the third 
retained by the Commission for its files. 

The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to act independ- 
ently on the subject matter of the dispute after the report of the 
Commission shall have been submitted. 

AjstncLB IV 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof, and by Bulgaria in accordance with its constitutional laws. 

The ratifications shall bo exchanged at Washington as soon as pos- 
sible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange of 
the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Pleniiwteutiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate, and hoiTunto affixed their .seals. 

Done at Washington the twenty-first day of January in the year 
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine. 

Fuank B. Kia.M)<Ki (skal] 
S. EAiHtri'’ [ sbal] 
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agreement between the united states and CANADA TO 

SUBMIT THE CASE OF THE “I’M ALONE” TO ARBITRATION* 

ail.114 I’m AInne/65 

The Sfn'ctary of State to the Canadian Minister {Massey) 

Washinoton, March 28, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to your visit to the Department on 
March 28, 1929, when you requested that you be furnished with a 
statement of the facts concerning the sinking of the vessel Pm Alone 
by the United States Coast Guard on March 22 last. 

According to information furnished by the appropriate authorities 
of this Government, the Pm Alone was a notorious smuggling vessel, 
having been engaged in smuggling liquor into the United States for 
several years. It i.s stated tluit until the latter part of 1928, the 
Pm Alone oi>erated on the New England Coast and had caused the 
Coast Guartl forces a great deal of trouble. During the latter part 
of 1928, the Pm Alone changed its base of operations to Belize, 
British Honduras. 

On Fehrunry 2, 1929, the Pm Alone cleared from Belize for Nassau 
with a cargo of liquor, and six days later the vessel was sighted by 
the Uniti'tl State.s Coast Guard off the coast of Louisiana. The Pm 
Alone n’furned to Belize on March 6, 1929, in ballast without having 
pnx’oeded to the destination for which it cleared on February 2. On 
March 12, 19*29, the Pm Alone again cleared from Belize with a 
cargo of liquor, this time for Hamilton, Bermuda. 

On March 20, 1929, the Pm Alone was sighted by the United States 
Coa.st Guard vessel hVoleott northwest of Trinity Shoal, within ap- 
|)roxiinately ten and one half miles of the Coast of the United 
State.s. 1’he Wolcott ordered the Pm Alone to heave to for boarding 
and examination, but this order was ignored, whereupon the 'Wolcott 
fired a warning shot across the bow of the Pm Alone and repeated 
its command for the vessel to heave to. Wlien the secend command 
was not complied with, the Wolcott fired through the sails and rig- 
ging of the vessel. The Pm Alone was proceeding seaward and the 
Wolcott took up the chase. The WolcotPs gun jammed and it could 
not therefore stop the Pm Alone but it kept in close chase and re- 

‘The rei’orrts of the arbitration are printed In the Department of State 
Arbitration ^riee No. 2 (pts. 1-7) : Alone Case. 
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ported the incident to the C^ommanding Officer of the Coast Guard 
Base at Pascagoula, Miasissippi, who dispatched the vessels Dexter 
and Dallm to assist the Wolcott. 

The Wolcott continued the pursuit of the Pm Atom and, according 
to statements of the appropriate authorities, was at all times within 
sight of it* The Coast Guard %^e^el Dexter overhauled the Wolcott 
close up with the Pm Alone about eight a* m. on March 22 with the 
latter vessel heading toward Yucatan* The Commander of the 
Dexter ordered the Pm Alone to heave to but the master of the 
latter vessel refused saying that he would sunk rather tlian stop. 
The commanding officer of the Dexter tlien spoke to the master of the 
Pm Alone through a megaphone and informed him that the Pm 
Alone would be sunk unless it obeyed the command to stop. Warn- 
ing shots were fired ahead, and, wdien the vessel did not stop, the 
Dexter fired through the rigging and later put about a do2en shots 
into tlie hull of tlie Pm Alone. It is stated that the sea was too 
rough to permit the Pm Alone to lie lK>arded and seized by force 
and that furthermore the master of the Pm Alone w'aved a revolver 
in a threatening manner indicating that he would resist forcibly any 
attempt to l>oard his %»easid. 

The Pm Alone sank about 9:05 a. m. on Mar(*h 22, in latitude 
25’’41^ and longitude lK>*’4r/. The Coast Gimnl vessels picked up the 
members of the crew of the Pm AUme witli the exception of one 
f>ersan who was drowned. When the hotly of this .seaman was taken 
fz"oin the water, tlie meml>ei's of the Const Guard worked for more 
tluin two and one-half ]ioui*s in an attenipi to resuBcdtate him but 
wxtliout avail. 

Accept ret<\l For the Secretary of State: 

W, R. Caotje, Jr. 


SU.114 rm Aloao/TS 

The Canadian Mininter (MuH^eij) to the x^errefary of xState 

No. 52 WASHiKcrrosr, 9 April, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honour to acknowledge the receii>t of Mr. CavStle’s 
note of Mai'cli 28tli. 1929 in which he transmitted to me information 
fuimislied by the a|>propriate authorities of the Government of the 
United States concerning the .sinking of the C^anadian schcxmer Pm 
Alone hy the X^'nited States Coast Guard on March 22nd. I did not 
fail to bring the contents of this note immediately to the notice of 
His Majesty’s Gi>vernment in Canada, and I have now l)een instructed 
!>y tlxe SiM'retary of State for Externa! Affairs to thank you for the 
promptness witii wliich my request for information was complied 
with, and to direct your attention to <*ei-tain aspet-ts of the incident. 
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2. The schooner Pm Alone ^ which was registered at Lunenburg, 
Nova Scotia, had unquestionably been engaged for a number of years, 
under various owners, in endeavouring to smuggle liquor into the 
United States. 

B, In the present instance, the schooner Pm Alone arrived off the 
Louisiana coast early on the 20th. March, and anchored at a point 
which, according to the information furnished by Mr. Castle, was 
ten and a half miles from the shore, and according to the master was 
not less than fourteen and a half miles distant. On the approach 
of the United States Revenue Cutter “WolooU^ the schooner hove up 
anchor and made off south by west. It is stated that half an hour 
later the cutter came up and ordered the Pm Alone to heave to for 
examination, and that her captain refused on the ground that he was 
not within United States jurisdiction. After firing some blank shots 
the Wolcott procet^dcd to a tanker steaming westward, and upon 
returning took up the pursuit. Following a fruitless colloquy on 
board the schooner between the captain of the Wolcott and the master 
of the schooner, pursuit continued ; the cutter, after again demanding 
that the schooner should heave to, fired several shots through her sails 
and rigging. The pursuit was continued on the high seas for two 
days and two nights. On the morning of the 22nd, when the schooner 
was in latitude 25®41' and longitude 90®45', or over two hundred 
miles fi'om the United States coast, the cutter Dexter came up from 
another direction and signalled to the schooner to heave to or be fired 
upon. The captain is stated to have refused on the ground that the 
coast guard vessel had no jurisdiction on the high seas. Fire was 
then ojx^ned with a three inch gun and rifles, some sixty or seventy 
shells being stated to have struck the schooner, though no member 
of the crew appears to have been hit. At frequent intervals the 
schooner %vas summoned to heave to, but repeatedly refused. Finally 
the schooner was sunk and the crew plunged into the sea, which was 
now rough from a rising gale. All the members were picked up by 
the two cutters, but the boatswain, a French citizen from St. Pierre, 
had apparently died from drowning before being picked up and 
could not be resuscitated. The crew were conveyed to New Orleans, 
jind placed under arrest. 

4. Tile adoption by the United States of a policy of national pro- 
hibition of tlie importation, manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors 
for beverage purposes, differing materially from the policies in I'egard 
to control of the liquor traffic which were in force in the majority of 
count x'ies, inevitably foi'cshadowed international difficulties through 
the likelihood of smuggling operations on a large scale. Owing to its 
close proximity and extensive common borders, no country was likely to 
be more concerned than Canada or more conscious of the desirability 
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of making certain that ail possible neighbourly requirements should be 
fulfilled. The United States Government is familiar with the extent 
to which the Government of Canada has endeavoured to fulfil this 
neighbourly obligation. Under a convention signed on the 6th. June 
1924,® provision was made for the furnishing of information regarding 
clearances issued to vessels suspected of being engaged in an attempt 
to smuggle goods into the other country, and for the refusal of clear- 
ances to vessels obviously unfit to carry their cargoes to the destination 
named in the applications for clearance. The extension in 1927 of the 
requirement of a bond in double duties on the exportation of liquor 
from Canadian Customs warehouses, to cover cargoes of vessels coming 
into Canadian ports for provisions, shelter or repairs, made it difficult 
for vessels with liquor cargoes which might be intended for United 
States consumption to establish bases in Canadian ports, and very ma- 
terially aided the United States authorities in preventing smuggling 
by sea in the North Atlantic. The adoption in 1928 of measures, to 
take full effect in 1930 , to prevent the storing of imported liquors, 
other than liquors imported by the provincial authorities, in Customs 
warehouses, paiticularly in Nova Scotia and British Columbia, from 
which re-export might be made after i>ayinent of duty, is leading to 
the elimination of another source of smuggling into the United SUites. 
Other measures have been adopted which have had similar results, and 
a conference has recently been held in Ottawa between United St ates 
and Canadian officials to consider the possibility of further act ion and 
proposals made for additional measures. 

5. The most difficult problem, however, was that of the measures 
which could be taken to t>revent smuggling along the coasts of the 
United States. It was apparent that difficulty would arise in con- 
trolling smuggling, particularly at the outset, if the preventive opera- 
tions of the United States authorities were to lie confined wholly to 
territorial waters. On the other hand, assent to the extension of such 
operations to foreign vessels on the high seas presente<l serious diffi- 
culty to other countries, in view of the vital importance of the long 
established rule of free paasage on the liigh seas iii time of |>eace. It 
was desirable that there should l>e an agree<l and absolutely definite 
understanding as to how tliese conflicting interests <?ouUi be reconciled. 

(5. The United States Government accordingly totik tlie initiative 
in June 1922, in propo.siug to Ilis Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom the conclusion of a treaty authorizing the exercise of the 
right of search beyond the three-mile limit of territorial -waters,* 
Negotiations continued for over a year. In November 1923, advantage 
was taken of the pi‘esence in London of representat i ves of the Canadian 
and other Dominion Governments at the Imperial Conference of that 

* Foreign Relations, 1924. vol. x, p. 189. 

* See ibiil., V(^J. i, pp. 558 IT., tiiui ibhi., vol, i, pp. 1S3 ft. 
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year to discuss the question fully. The Canadian representatives sup- 
ported the view that, while affirming the principle of the three-mile 
limit, it was desirable to meet the United States request for an extension 
of the right of search beyond the three-mile limit for the purpose in 
question. A Convention to this end, approved by all His Majesty’s 
Governments, was signed, and ratifications were exchanged, at Wash- 
ington in 1924.** 

7. The Convention, it will be recalled, was stated to be concluded 
because the parties were desirous of avoiding any difficulties which 
might arise in connection with the laws in force in the United States 
on the subject of alcoholic beverages. The parties reaffirmed their 
intention to uphold tlie three-mile limit of territorial waters. His 
Britannic Majesty agreed that he would raise no objection to the 
boarding of private vessels under the British flag outside territorial 
waters by United States autliorities for enquiry and if appearances 
warranted, for search as to whether the vessel was endeavouring to 
smuggle liquor into the United States. If reasonable cause appeared 
for belief that the vessel had committed or was committing or was 
attempting to commit an offence against United States laws prohibit- 
ing the impox’tation of alcoholic beverages, it might be seized and 
taken into a United States port. The rights so conferred were not 
to be exercised at a greater distance from the United States coast 
than coukl be traversed in one hour by the vessel suspected of en- 
deavouring to commit the offence, or by any other vessel in which 
the liquor was intended to be conveyed to shore. 

8. It was of the essence of the Convention that its provisions cov- 
ered the whole field of extra-territorial seizures. The conclusion that 
seizures of British vessels outside territorial waters would not be 
warranted, except in accoixlance with the terms to be agreed upon, 
was clearly expressed in a note from the Secretary of State to the 
British Ambassador of the 10th. July 1923,® as follows: 

“It may confi<lentl 3 ’' be asserted that there would be no disposition 
on the part of the American authorities, and the special agreement 
would not justify any attempt to seize a British vessel, save within 
the limits proposed, aiul when it was clear that the vessel concerned 
was directly involved in an attempt to introduce its illicit cargo into 
the territory of the United States . 

9. Animated, therefore, by a friendly desire not to hinder the 
Government of the United States in the enfoi'cement of its laws, and 
anxious solely to uphold the exact performance of treaty obligations 
and the maintenance in full integrity of the rules which x>rotect the 
freedom of traffic on the high seas, His Majesty’s Government in 

‘Convention signed January 23. 1024; ratifications exchanged May 22, 1024, 
Foreign Relationey 1924, vol. i, p. 158. 

‘ See telegram No. 103, July 20, 1923, to the Charge in Great Britain, ihid,, 1923, 
vol. X, p. les. 



28 


IXWBBIGN RELATIONS, 192i», VOI>TTME' H 


Canada has given most careful consideration to the circumstances of 
the Hi'nTn'ng of the Pm Al<me, as set forth in Mr. Castle’s note and 
in depositions made before His Majesty’s Consul General in New 
Orleans by the Captain of the vessel and by members of his crew. 
The conclusion has been reluctantly reached that, on the evidence 
now available, the pursuit and sinking of the vessel appears not to 
have been authorized either by the terms of the Convention of 
January 1924 or by the rules of international law. 

10. It appears to be established that the vessel was at all times 
beyond the limit of an hour’s sailing distance from the shore. To 
determine the validity, under the Convention of January 1^4, of 
any interference with the vessel when she was first sighted on March 
20th. by the United States Coast Guard vessel Wolcott, it is necessary 
to examine the evidence regarding both the speed and the exact posi- 
tion of the Pm, Alone. The testimony of the Captain concerning 
the vessel’s speed given before His Majesty’s Consul General in New 
Orleans, is as follows : 

Q. “What was the speed of your vessel just before you anchored ?” 

A. “Positively not more than 6% knots*’ . . . 

Q. “What is the longest run in 24 hours that the boat has ever 
done with engines ranning and sails set?” 

A. “231 knots, with a moderate gale on the quarter, and then under 
conditions in which the vessel had to be in ballast. We did lc.ss 
with cargo” . . . 

(After the Captain had described the beginning of the pnr.suit) 

Q. “Could you give me any estimate of your speed ?” 

A. “At that moment at the very outside we were making abotit 
6% knots, perhaps, it would be just about our best speed, as I knew 
that if I ran my port engine on fxdl speed opened out that the old 
trouble would probably leave us in jeopardy”. 

(The Captam previously testified that he was at anchor when 
observed by the Wolcott in order to examine his port engine, in 
which a bottom-end cylinder bearing had burned out) 

The deposition of the mate of the /’m Alone, ,Tohn Williams, con- 
tains the following evidence on the vessel’s speed : 

Q. “^at speed were you going then?” (i. e. when first hailed 
by the Wolcott) 

A. “Roughly 7% knots, sir”. 

Q. “Could you do 8”? 

• do eight knots with power. I had been look- 

ing alter the log for 20,000 miles and the best we ever did with 
canvas and power and a gale was 9% knots. [’’] 

Q. ^‘You have never known her to do better?” 

A. “No, sir”. 

9' engines in perfect condition ?” 

A. ^ Yes, sir. That was the first trip, we took her from Halifax to 
St. Pierre”. 
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The deposition of the Chief Engineer includes the following 
testimony : 

Q. ‘What speed do you consider you could get out of the schooner 
with both engines well?” 

A, “The condition in which the shape of the engines were we 
could not do better than 7% knots, a little better with sails and a 
fair breeze. It was quite a good while since we were docked and 
the bottom was pretty dirty”. 

From the testimony it appears that the vessel’s speed at the time 
her pursuit began, with one engine partially disabled, was not more 
than 7% knots an hour, and that the best speed of which she was 
capable in the most favourable conditions was 9% knots an hour. 
Since in the note from your Government it is stated that the vessel 
was “within approximately ten and one half miles of the coast of the 
United States” when sighted by the 'Wolcott^ it appears that, if that 
indeed were her position, she was then beyond an hour’s sailing dis- 
tance from tlie shore. 

11. There are, however, reasons of considerable force for believing 
that the Pm Alaie was in fact at a still greater distance from the 
shore than IOY 2 miles. The Captain, a navigator of long experience, 
has deposed that on the morning on which the pursuit began he had 
anchored in order to examine his defective engine, a purpose which 
provided no incentive to come close inshore. He plotted his course 
to his place of anchorage from a fixed point, the Trinity Shoal Light 
Buoy, which is some twenty four miles from the shore, and his 
evidence of his course thence to his anchorage is as follows : 

“I was l(K>king for an inconspicuous place to anchor to make 
examination of my engines. I ran on a course from that buoy 
west- north- west 5 miles and then north west, which is true north 
another 5 miles, and allowing 2 knots of current with me to the 
north-west, I estimated my position, allowing for such current, to be 
14 to miles from the coast of the United States. I knew 

positively from the speed of my ship and from the log which I had 
been using for thousands of miles to be correct, that I could not be 
any nearer in at that point after running such a short distance. I 
anchoi'ed there rougiilv, I do not know the exact time, I may be 
10 or 15 minutes out, about 5 a. m. I had the intention of going out 
again shortly after if the weather was favourable and engines in 
good condition”. 

The Captain’s statement of the distance run from the Trinity Shoal 
Light Buoy to liis anchorage is suppox'ted by the mate’s evidence as 
follows : 

Q. “(^ould you see the Trinity Shoal Light Buoy?” 

A. “Yes, siV. We passed it’’. 

Or “How far do you think you were from the Buoy? When you 
anchoitid ?” 
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A. “The Captain told me that -when she ran 5 miles west-north-west 
to let him know, which I did, after that he changed the course to 
north and told me to let him know when she had ran 5 miles”, 

Q. “Did you then drop anchor?” 

A. “He gave me orders to drop anchor. The engines had to be 
fixed”. 

This comrse of the vessel, making allowance for current as stated in 
the Captain’s testimony, would place the position at which she 
anchored between 14% and 15 miles from the shore. 

12, In any case the pursuit lasted through two days and two 
nights, far beyond the starting point, and the sinking took place over 
two hundred miles southward in open sea. It has been intimated 
that pursuit and seizure on the high seas might be justified on the 
ground of hot and continuous pursuit. It is agreed that interna- 
tional law recognizes that pursuit begun within territorial waters 
may be continued on the high seas, if immediate and continuous. 
The validity of tliis doctrine has been fully recognised by Canadian 
courts. It does not, however, appear to apply to the present case. 
The pursuit did not begin within the territorial three-mile limit 
which is an essential factor. That the j)ursuit should be initiated 
within strictly territorial waters was clearly recognised by the Secre- 
tary of State in an address on January 23rd. 1924, shortly after the 
signature of the treaty : — 

“It is quite apparent that this government is not in a position to 
maintain that its territorial waters extend beyond the three-mile 
limit, and in order to avoid liability to other governments, it is 
i important that in the enforcement of the laws of the United States 
this limit should be appropriately recognised .... It does not 
follow, however, that this government is entirely without power to 
protect itself from the abuses committed by hovering vessels. There 
may be such a direct connection between the operation of the vessel 
and the violation of the laws prescribed by the territorial sovereign 
as to justify seizure even outside the three-mile limit. Tliis may 
be illustrated by the case of ‘hot pursuit’, where the vessel has com- 
mitted an offense against those laws and is caught while trying to 
escape. The practice which permits the following and seizure of a 
foreign vessel which puts to sea in order to avoid detention for vio- 
lation of the laws of the State whose waters it has entered, is based 
on the principle of necessity for the effective administration of jus- 
tice”. {Foreign Adairs, Special Supplement to Vol. II, No. 2, pps. 
IV. and Y.) 

It is further to be noted that the cutter which sank the schooner 
had not participated in the original pursuit, but had come up from 
an entirely different direction two days later. Under these circum- 
stances, the most essential elements of justification under the doctrine 
of hot pursuit appear to be lacking. 
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13, It is desired, finally, to bring to your attention tlie exact 
language of section 2 of Article II of the Convention of January 
1924: 

“If there is reasonable cause for belief that the vessel has com- 
mitted or is committing or attempting to commit an offence against 
the laws of the United States, its territories or possessions prmiibit- 
ing the impoi'tation of alcoholic beverages, the vessel may be seized 
and taken into a port of the United States, its territories or posses- 
sions for adjudication in accordance with such laws”. 

The right of seizure conferred by this Article may be admitted to 
carry with it constructively the right to exercise the minimum 
amount of force necessary to effect seizure. Even within the treaty- 
limit, His Majesty’s Government in Canada would be loth to admit 
that the phrase “the vessel may be seized and taken into a port of 
the United States” would warrant action so drastic as the destruc- 
tion of a vessel ; still less does authority appear to be conferred for 
the destruction of a vessel by shell-fire on the high seas, accompanied 
by loss of life, after a pursuit lasting for two days. It further 
seems probable that the Wolcott could have boarded the Pm Alone 
without endangering either vessel soon after the P^n Alone was first 
sighted by the WoIgoU on March 20th. The evidence of the Captain 
on this point is as follows: 

Q. “Could she have boarded you at that time? Assuming that 
she could have run up alongside?” 

A. “Yes, sir. He might possibly have done so had he tried”. 

Q. “Did he try?” 

A. “No, sir” 

The mate deposed on the point as follows: 

Q. “Could he liave come alongside at that time had he wished?” 

A. “Easy”. 

Q. “Did he?” 

A. “No, sir”. 

It clearly appears furthermore that, when the United States Coast 
Guard vessel Dexter joined in the pursuit on March 22nd. and com- 
menced firing on the Pin Alone ^ it was with the deliberate intention 
of sinking the vessel and not merely of rendering her helpless, as 
might have been done, for example, by crippling her rudder. The 
mate of the Pm Alone records in his deposition the following con- 
versation with the Captain of the Wolcott after he had been rescued 
from the sea : 

Q. “Did you speak to any of the crew of the WolcottP^ 

A. “They were talking to us. The Captain said to me that it was 
too bad, he said he would not have done it. He said that he advised 
the Captain of the Dexter to wait for smoother weather and he 
would have gone up alongside and tried to put men on board and 
avoid bloodshed”. 
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I may add that Captain Randell denies that he ever threatened to 
use force if an attempt were made to board his sliip, or that he 
flourished a revolver at any time during the pursuit; his testimony is 
-supported by the evidence of the mate afxd chief engineei . If ^ as 
is intimated, the sea was too rough for boarding, it was doubly un- 
fortunate that the vessel was deliberately sunk and the crew plunged 
into the sea, in imminent peril of drowning, with the result, in fact, 
of the death of one member of the crew. 

14. I have been instructed to state that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment in Canada remains fully convinced of the desiral)ility of con- 
tinued co-operation with the Government of the United States in 
dealing with the smuggling traffic under the Convention of January 
1924 and the other measures to which I have alluded ; there is no 
desire to support in any way vessels engaged in this traffic against 
any measures adopted by the United States for the enforcement of 
its laws which in their international aspect have been the subject of 
agreement. It is believed, however, that the Government of the 
United States will agree that it is essential for the effective operation 
of the Convention of January 1924 and for the attainment of the 
definite and agreed procedure which was the object of the con- 
tracting parties, that the terms of the Convention should be strictly 
observed. His Majesty’s Government in Canada trusts that the 
Government of the United States will further agi*ee that the searcli 
and seizure of vessels beyond territorial waters should bo exercised 
in accordance with the terms of the Convention, that ptirsuit should 
not be continued beyond an hour’s sailing distance from the shore 
unless initiated within territorial waters, that the meuisxxres adopted 
for enforcing the rights conferred by the CoJivention shouhl be con- 
fined to the reasonable minimum necessary for their enforcement, 
and that in the present instance the exti'cme course adopted consti - 
tutes just ground for such redress as is now possible. 

I have [etc.] Vincent Mabset 


811.114 rm Alone/111 

The Secretary of State to the Canadiem Minhter {Maj^sey) 

Washington, April 17, 1929, 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 52, 
of April 9, 1929, concerning the sinking of the Canadian schooner Pm. 
Alone by the United States Coast Guard on March 22, last. 

Before proceeding to a discussion of this case, I should like to assure 
you that this Government is profoundly grateful to your Government 
for the measure of cooperation which it has received from your officials 
in the matter of the prevention of smuggling into the United States. 
The Convention which was signed on June 6, 1924, to suppress smug- 
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gling, has been helpful, and your officials have faithfully discharged 
their obligations under this Convention. Canada has, as pointed out 
in your note, enacted a number of laws the effect of which has been 
to render it more difficult for smugglers to use Canadian ports in their 
efforts illegally to introduce liquor into the United States. The Gov- 
ernment of the United States is deeply grateful to your Government 
for this friendly interest and valuable cooperation which has thus 
been manifested. 

With respect to the case of the Pm Alone^ may I point out that I rec- 
ognize fully the position of your Government in feeling the necessity 
of making representations even though these representations are made 
in the case of a vessel which has for several years openly violated 
the laws of the United States and even though the Captain of the 
vessel has boasted of this fact. There is not in the mind of this Gov- 
ernment the slightest question as to the propriety of representations 
in this and similar cases. This Government recognizes that in cases of 
this nature the Canadian Government is interested primarily in the 
principles of international law involved, and it is also an established 
principle of law that every alleged offender has the right to the most 
competent advocate of his case. 

It is the contention of this Government that the Pm Alone was 
sighted and commanded to heave to at a point not more than 10.8 miles 
from the coast of the United States; that this distance is less than the 
distance which could be travei'sed by the vessel in one hour; that the 
master of the Pm Alone refused to obey the repeated commands of the 
Coast Guard officers to heave to for boarding and examination; and 
that, under tlie doctrine of ‘^Hot Pursuit”, the Coast Guard vessels 
possessed authority to follow the Pm Alone beyond the distance of one 
hour’s sailing stipulated in the Tx*eaty between the United States and 
Great Britain of January 23, 1924, and to compel it to comply with the 
orders of tiio Coast Guard officers to stop. 

A detaile<i report in regal'd to this incident has been received from 
the Secretary of the Treasury who, as you know, has jurisdiction over 
the Coast Guard. In prejiaring this report the Coast Guard officers 
received the cooperation of a Special Agent of the Customs Bureau, 
Moreover, an assistant to the Attorney General of the United States, 
who vrent to New Orleans for the purpose, has carefully checked all 
of the information contained in this report. 

According to tliis exhaustive report, the /’m Alone was first hailed 
and commanded to stop when at a distance of not more than 10.8 miles 
from the nearest land at 6 : 10 A. M. on March 20, 1929. The calcula- 
tions of the commanding officer of the Wolcott have been carefully 
checked by expert navigating officers of the Coast Guard and have been 
found to be correct. I wish here to invite your especial attention 
to a circumstance wherein a wholly disinterested observer has fur- 
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nished conclusive evidence which corroborates beyond qviestion the 
testimony of the commanding officer of the Wolcott in his determina- 
tion of the position of the Pm Alone at the time the chase began. The 
American tank steamer Hadnot, bound from Charleston to Galveston, 
had passed Trinity Shoals Gas and Whistling Buoy No. 4 close aboai'd 
about 8 A. M. that day. On sighting the Hadnot while the pursuit was 
in progress, the commanding officer of the Wolcott, with 3pai*e presence 
of mind, decided to check his own position with that of this inter- 
mediary vessel which he knew must have known its own position 
accurately because of its departure from this prominent and well 
known aid to navigation shortly before. At the time the Hadnot was 
spoken by the Wolcott about 8 : 20 A. M., it was five miles to the west- 
ward of the buoy. This fact, together with the W oloott's ship’s log, has 
enabled the officers of the Coast Guard reviewing the case definitely to 
work back the navigation data of the Wolcott and to fix the position 
of the Pm Alone, at the beginning of the pursuit, with certainty. This 
computation results in an agreement with the statement of the com- 
manding officer of the Wolcott that the Pm Alone was not at a 
greater distance than 10.8 miles from the shore line of the United 
States. The master of the Hadnot furnished an affidavit to the Head- 
quarters of the Coast Guard recounting this occurrence. Impartial 
evidence such as this, corroborating as it does the precise, scientific 
calculations of the commanding officer of the Wolcott, cannot but 
negative the statement of his position given by the master of the 
Pm Alone. 

It may be added that all of the data respecting the position of the 
Pm Alone at the time the pursuit began have been carefully checked 
by a captain in the Coast Guard, who is a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy and who has had forty years of nautical experience. 
The calculations of the master of the Pm Alone are not only based 
upon less scientific methods but ai'e also unchecked and unsupported by 
other evidence. 

IVith further relation to the distance of the Pm Alone fi*om shore 
when first commanded to heave to, may I point out that the action of 
Captam Randell in refusing to comply with this order would seem 
to contradict his statement that he was beyond treaty limits. If, as 
Captain Kandell alleges, he believed that his vessel was beyond one 
hours sailing distance from shore when first hailed, he must have 
known that his vesssel could not legally be seized by the Coast Guard 
vessel and that he had nothing whatever to fear in complying with 
the coi^and to stop and be examined. Instead of complying with this 
order. Captain Randell saw fit to flee and thus to defy a Coast Guard 
vessel of the United States engaged in the lawful exercise of its police 
powers, and he later allowed his vessel to be shelled and sunk rather 
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than stop. It -would thus appear that by his very action in fleeing 
and thus placing in jeopardy the safety of his ship and the lives of 
his crew. Captain Randell admitted his own belief that his vessel was 
within Treaty limits and thus subject to seizure. 

As regards the speed of the Pm. Alone^ I may say that, according 
to my information, this vessel was originally built as a fishing craft 
similar in type to the so-called “Gloucester” fishing vessels. These 
vessels are designed to transport fish over long distances in as short a 
time as possible in order that the cargo may be delivered to market 
in good condition. It appears that the Pm Alone was equipped with 
two 100 h. p. engines, in addition to full sails. Mr. Edward C. Hobbs, 
engineer of the Pm Alone, testified under oath at New Orleans on 
March 24 that the speed of the Pm Alone, with the engines alone, was 
8 to 8% knots. It is well known that vessels of the type of the 
Pm Alone have frequently attained speeds of more than 14 knots. 
The Pm Alone was well known to officers of the Coast Guard. For 
a period of more than four years, it successfully eluded the patrol 
vessels of that Service chiefly because of its superior speed. 

On March 27, 1929, Mr. Melville L. Matson, of the Coast Guard, 
testified that on the evening of November 30, 1928, while he was in 
command of the Coast Guard Cutter Wolcott, he pursued the Pm 
Alone off the coast of Louisiana and that the latter vessel, because of 
its superior speed, was able to escape. Mr. Matson testified that 
during this chase the W olcott^s speed was 10^ knots and that, since 
the Pm Alone out-sailed his vessel, it is his opinion that the speed 
of the Pm Alone was not less than 12 knots. 

According to the records of the Coast Guard, at 10 a. m. on July 
G, 1926, the Pm Alone was being trailed by the Coast Guard vessel 
Amiehnct off Ne-srport, Rhode Island. It suddenly put on full speed 
(power and sail) and began to draw away from the Acushnet. The 
latter vessel put on full speed and made every possible effort to keep 
up with the Pm Alone but by 10 : 30 a. m. the latter had placed such 
a distance l>etween itself and the Acnishnet that further pursuit was 
fruitless. The Acuehnet has steam engines designed to develop 1000 
h. p. and, according to its log, developed during this chase a speed 
of 12.6 knots. The Coast Guard authorities, who have carefully 
checked the computations of the Aouahnet with respect to its speed, 
estimate that on this occasion the maximum speed of the Pm Alone 
must have been not less than 14.1 knots. 

At 7:35 p. m. October 13, 1926, the U. S. S. Ossipee was trailing 
the British schooner Pm Alone off the New England coast. The sea 
was smooth and the wind was south by east, force 5 Beaufort scale. 
The Pm Alone was heading approximately 80 degrees magnetic when 
it suddenly took fuU advantage of the prevailing wind and began 
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to make full speed. The Ossipee is a high powered vessel and it was 
compelled to attain its maximum speed of 13.5 knots to keep the 
fleeing Pm Alone in sight. The commanding officer of the Coast 
Guard vessel. Commander Stanley B. Parker, reported at the time 
in his official cruise report that 18 knots would have been insufficient 
to keep the Pm Alone in sight and that the speed of 13.5 knots barely 
permitted him to regain his former position close astern of the 
schooner. 

From the foregoing, it would seem to be established that the Pm 
Alone when first commanded to heave to was within one hoards 
sailing of the United States. When the master of the Ptn Alone 
refused to obey the repeated commands to heave to, the Wol^cott^ after 
firing warning shots across the bow, fired through the sails and 
rigging of the schooner, the Commanding Officer of the IVolcott 
continuing his demand that the P7n Alone heave to. Since the mas- 
ter of the Pm Alone still refused to stop, it would have been difficult, 
and even dangerous, for an attempt to be made by the Coast Guard 
vessel forcibly to board it. In this regard, the following question 
was put to Captain Pandell on March 24, last, during the course of 
his examination by a Special Agent of the Customs Bureau at New 
Orleans : 

‘‘In view of the rate of speed at which you were traveling and the 
condition of the sea, could he have put a l)oarding party on board 
your boat without your slowing down?” 

Captain Eandell’s answer was: “Positively no, Sir, He would have 
jeopardized his ship and his men.” Captain Randell had pi*eviously 
testified that his vessel did not decrease its spt»ed when ordered by 
the Wolcott to heave to, but that it continued on at the same speed 
at all times. 

During the course of the same examination, the following question 
was propounded to Captain Eandell : 

“From the time the WoIgoU first picked you up on the 2()th, until 
your vessel was sunk, as stated on the 22nd, was she continuously 
in your sight?” 

Captain Randell’s answer, under oath, was “Yes”. From the fore- 
going and the other evidence in the case, there can be no question 
that the pursuit was immediately begun and was continuous. 

The legal aspects of the case as raised in your note appear to be 
the following, namely, 

(1) whether the doctrine of hot pursuit is applicable to the case 
since, 

{a) the^ chase began not from terri^rial waters (i. e, the 3 mile 
limit) but from the treaty distance of one hour^s sailing; 
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(J) The arrest of the vessel was performed not by the original 
pursuing vessel, but by another which had been called for 
assistance. 

(2) whether the degree of force used in this case was warranted. 

It is not understood that your Government questions the validity 
of the doctrine of hot pursuit as such, but merely its application in 
the instant case. It may, however, be of passing interest to note 
that in the case of the Norths an American fishing vessel found vio- 
lating the fishing laws of Canada within the 3 mile limit which was 
pursued beyond that limit and seized upon the high seas, the Supreme 
Court of Canada upheld the doctrine of hot pursuit. Discussing the 
doctrine the Court said inter alia: 

. . This right has been repeatedly asserted by legislation relative 
to breaches of shipping laws- neutrality laws, and customs or revenue 
laws, as well as the case or fisheries. In each case the reasonable 
necessity seems to have been the basis for such lemslation and the rea- 
son for its recognition in international law.” (37 Canadian Supreme 
Court Reports, 385). 

The question whether the doctrine of hot pursuit is applicable 
in cases where the chase began without the customary three mile 
limit, but within the treaty distance of one hour’s sailing, has been 
given consideration by the Federal courts of the United States, 
notably, in the cases of tlie Pescawha^^ the Newton Bay ^ and the 
Vinces,^ In the last named case, it may be recalled that the British 
schooner Ymcef^ was signalled to stop by a Coast Guard vessel seven 
and one-half miles from the shore. This she refused to do and she 
was chased to a distance of twelve and three-quarters miles from the 
shore. In the course of its opinion upholding the validity of the 
seizure of the vessel the Court expressed itself in part as follows: 

“ . , . We think it is clear under the hot pursuit doctrine that if 
the right of seizure existed at the time the vessel was signalled the 
right was not lost because she had succeeded in getting further from 
port [shore'\ in her attempt to run away.” ^ 

It may l>e added that in the two other cases cited above the Courts 
of the United States have upheld the validity of the seizure on the 
high seas of vessels suspected of violating the laws of the United 
States where sucli vessels had escaped, not from territorial waters of 

* V. United Statee, 19 Fed. (2d) 506 (Circuit Court of Appeals, 9th Cir- 

cuit) ; <*ertiorarl denied 275 tJ. S. 545, 

’ :?0 Fed. {2d) 444 (District Court, B. D., New York) ; affirmed 36 Fed. (2d) 729 
(Circuit Court of Appeals, 2d Circuit). 

*20 Fed. (2d) 164 (District Court, E. D., South Carolina) ; affirmed Oillam v. 
United States, 27 Fed. (2d) 296 (Circuit Court of Appeals, 4th Circuit) ; certi- 
orari denied 278 U. S, 635. 

*27 Fed. (2d) 299. 

323423—43 — vol. ii 12 
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tiie United States (i. e. the 3 mile limit), but from the distance of one 
hour’s sailing from the coast of the United States. Wliile I am not 
unmindful that the decisions of municipal tribunals, however con- 
sidered their opinion may be, cannot necessarily be regarded as 
laying down principles of international law binding on foreign states, 
they are entitled to respectful consideration. It may not be amiss in 
this respect to point out that the Ckiurts of the United States have not 
hesitated to denounce executive officers of this Government where 
their activities, in the Court’s estimation, have been in violation of 
municipal or international law. This occurred notably in the cases 
of the Sagatind and the George aaid Earl^'- where the Courts held 
the seizures illegal. 

Moreover, may I be permitted to point out that no complaint 
has been made by His Majesty’s Governments in Canada or Great 
Britain against the enforcement of the doctrine of hot pursuit in 
the cases of the Pescawha^ the Newton Bay and the Vinces, above 
referred to, which from the statement of the facts in these eases, 
appear to have been similar to that in the instant case with the 
possible exception of the amount of force used to bring the vessel 
to a stop. 

In the estimation of this Government, the correct principle under- 
lying the doctrine of hot pursuit is that if the arrest would have 
been valid when the vessel was fimt hailed, but was made im- 
possible through the illegal action of the pursued vessel in failing 
to stop when ordered to do so, then hot pui’suit is justifie<l and the 
locus of the arrest and the distance of the pursuit are immaterial 
provided : 

fl) that it is without the territorial waters of any other state; 

(2) that the pursuit has been hot and continuous. 

With regard to the duration of pursuit I may state that it i.s the 
view of this Government that this is unimportant provided the other 
elements of hot pursuit are always present. In this relation, may 
I cite the opinion of the British publicist, Piggott, in his work en- 
titled Nationality, volume II, pages 35-40, in which he holds that 
“there appears to be no limit of space or time during which it may 
continue. On the same point Pitt Cobbett makes the following 
comment : 


sometimes called the law of ‘hot pursuit’ because it is an 
essential condition of its validity that the pursuit should be started 
immediatel y, and that the arrest should be effected, if at all, in the 

30 Fed. (2d) 441 (District Court, E. D., New York), 
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course of the pursuit* Subject to this, the pursuit may be continued 
indefinitely or until the vessel passes into the territorial waters of 
another State*” {Leading Cases on International Laxo. 4th ed. Part 
I, p. 175) 

The following quotation from Piggott is believed to be of interest in 
this relation : 

‘^The two familiar examples of the application of the principle are 
offences against the revenue laws, or against the fishery laws, com- 
mitted within the revenue or the fishery waters respectively. In 
these cases there is authority both in practice and judicial opinion, 
that hot pursuit otitside those areas on to the high sea would be 
justified and the seiii^ure upheld as consistent with the law of nations.” 
{Natimiality^ Vol. II, pp. 85-40) 

Article II of the Convention between the United States and Great 
Britain of January 23, 1924, recognizes the right of the United 
States to seize a British vessel within one hour’s sailing distance 
from the coast where there is reasonable cause to believe that the 
vessel has committed or is committing or attempting to commit 
an offense against the laws of the United States. One of the pur- 
poses of Article II of the Convention just referred to was to extend 
in effect the distance fi'om the coast of the United States within 
which the jurisdiction of this country might be exercised with 
respect to certain classes of British ships. Should the right of the 
Uxiited States authorities be denied to continue the pursuit of 
vessels on the high seas when they have been hailed within the treaty 
limit, it would seem that the advantages purported to be granted 
by the treaty are illusory, since it would always be open to offending 
vessels to refuse to stop when signalled, and flee to the high seas. 
While it is true that most publicists have predicated the right of 
‘TIot Pursuit” upon an effort to arrest within territorial waters, may 
I point out that the rights conferred in the so-called liquor treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain are of a novel char- 
acter and have extended the right of arrest to a greater distance than 
had heretofore been acknowledged under international law. 

With regal'd to the fact that the arrest of the /’m Alone was per- 
formed not by the original pursuing vessel but by another which 
had been called for assistance, I desire to present the following 
considerations. 

It would seem perfectly clear from the statement of the facts in 
this case that the Wolcott was in continuous pursuit of the /’m Alone 
and that it was present at all times until the latter was sunk by the 
Dexter whicli had been called for assistance in view of the fact that 
the Wolcott had jammed its gun. It should be understood that the 
Dexter and the Wolcott were operating conjointly as a unit of the 
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same force and under one command. Discussing the limitations upon 
the doctrine of “Hot Pursuit”, the British publicist Hall says: 

“The restriction of the permission within the bounds stated may 
readily be explained by the abuses which would spring from a right 
to waylay and bring in ships at a subsequent time, when the idenoty 
of the vessel or of me persons on board might be doubtful.” (Hall 
7th ed., 266.) ’ 

It is perfectly clear, of course, that in this case there could have 
been no doubt of the identity of the vessel and that there was no 
question of waylaying and bringing in the Pm, Akme “at a subsequent 
time.” 

It is submitted that so long as the 'Wolcott was present at all times 
and was actually cooperating with the Dexter in a joint endeavor to 
make the Pm Alone stop, the requirements of the doctrine of “Hot 
Pursuit” were met and the additional factor that the Dexter joined 
in the chase does not invalidate the legality of the action of the 
American authorities. 

The only remaining question is whether the Coast Guard officials 
were justified in sinking the Pm Alone. The undisputed evidence 
is that the master of the Pm Alone refused to stop although repeat- 
edly warned, and that there was no way of boarding it while in 
motion and that the Coast Guard officials had the choice of allowing 
it to escape or sinking it. A significant fact in the case is that 
the master of the Pm Alone preferred to be sunk i*ather than to bo 
taken into court for adjudication by the courts of the United States 
where the nature of its activities, its distance from the coast, its 
speed md the other factors in the case would have been subject to 
impartial judicial examination. 

The Captain of the Pm Alone could at any time have signalled his 
readiness to comply with the Coast Guard’s I'eque.st, thus putting 
^ end to any danger either to his vessel or to himself and his crew. 
If the Captain of the Pm Alone considered that he was being illegally 
treated, his proper recourse would seem to have been to surrender 
under protest and to seek his remedy in the courts and through 
diplomatic channels. ^ 

The officers of the Coast Guard used the utmost discretion, and 
^framed from using force except as a last resort, and in firing on 
the I m Alone used the greatest precaution to avoid any loss of life. 
The one member of the Pm Alone crew who died as a result of drown- 
ing was pulled out of the water by a member of the Coast Guard 
who jumped overboard for that purpose. 

May I point out that should it become generally known that Coast 

2^^? orders to stop, offending 

s, w en hailed within treaty distance would probably always 
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endeavor to escape and thus defeat the purpose for "w-hich the various 
liquor treaties to which the United States is a party were negotiated. 

In this connection it may not be amiss to recall the case of the 
United States fishing vessel Siloam which on May 24, 1923, was found 
by the Canadian preventive vessel Malas 2 ^na in the vicinity of 
Solander Island off the coast of British Columbia. While there was 
some disagreement as to the actual facts in the case, it is undeniable 
that an American fishing schooner was sunk and a member of its 
crew was killed by rifle fire from the Canadian preventive vessel 
while the Canadian vessel was trying to enforce its police powers. 
The British Embassy transmitted two notes to the Department re- 
porting this incident and the Department acknowledged these notes 
without protest or comment. Regardless of where the pursuit of 
the Siloam began, it can scarcely be denied that the degree of force 
exercised by a preventive vessel of your Government in its effort 
to compel obedience to its authority in that case constitutes a striking 
parallel to that employed by the Coast Guard in endeavoring to 
force the Pm Alone to stop. It is presumed that the action of the 
commanding otBcer of the Malaspina was based on the provisions 
of Chapter 43, Section 7 (2) of the Revised Statutes of Canada 
which reads as follows: 

^Un any such ship, vessel or boat, failing to bring to when required, 
being chtused by any such Government vessel or cruiser having such 
pennant and ensign hoisted, the captain, master or other person in 
charge of such Government vessel or cruiser may, after first causing a 
gun to be fired as a signal, fire at or into such ship, vessel or boat.^’ 

I need hardly state that the Government of the United States de- 
plores the loss of the life of Mr, Leon Maingui, a member of the crew 
of the Pm Alone^ by drowning. In connection with his death, how- 
ever, it must be taken into account that, as already pointed out, the 
master of the Pm Alone had it within his power to remove at any 
time prior to the sinking of the vessel the danger in which the lives 
of the members of his crew were placed by complying with the order 
to stop. It must also be remembered that at least two members of 
the crew of the Pm< Alone ^ Jens Jensen and Edouard Fouchard, testi- 
fied under oath at New Orleans that the members of the cx'ew of the 
Pm Alone implored the Captain to obey the command of the Coast 
Guard oSicers to stop. These same men testified that there were no 
life preservei's on board the vessel. 

With reference to the responsibility for the death of Mr. Maingui, 
IMr. Edouard Fouchard, a cousin of the deceased, was asked during 
his examination at New Orleans the following direct question: 

^‘Do you think that the Captain (of the Pm Alone) was the cause 
of your cousin’s death?” 
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His answer. Tinder oath, was as follows: 

‘‘If there were life preservers on hoard and the Captain had sur- 
rendered like a sensible man, my cousin would never have died. 


Your note states that when the Coast Guard vessel Dexter joined 
in the pursuit and commenced firing on the Pm Alone^ it was with 
the deliberate intention of sinking the vessel and not merely of ren- 
dering it helpless, as, you suggest, might have been done by crippling 
its rudder. In this regard, may I remind you that the commanding 
officer of the Dexter^ as well as the master of the W olcott repeatedly 
commanded the Pm Alone to stop and made every possible effort to 
force it to do so before sinking it. The Coast Guard authorities 
point out that perhaps the easiest way to stop an offending vessel in 
ordinary circumstances is to fire into its engine room and thus dis- 
able its engines. Unfortunately, the officers of the Dexter did not 
know the location of the Pm Alone^s engines, and they feared that if 
they fired into the vessel with the view of disabling its engines, the 
shells might kill members of the crew. 

It may be added that, according to a statement of the command- 
ing officer of the Dexter^ during the latter part of the chase, several 
members of the crew of the Pm, Alone were observed aft on the 
schooner. There was a heavy sea and the vessels were rolling badly. 
The commanding officer of the Dexter feared that, if he tried, in such 
circumstances, to disable the schooner’s rudder, a shell might strike 
it high and kill those members of the crew who \vere aft. It thus 
appeared to him that the safest course to pursue was to fire into the 
vessel below the water line and this was done. It is to be noted that 
no member of the crew was injured by gun fire, and, had thex'e been 
life preservers on board, there is every reason to believe that the life 
of Mr. Leon Maingui would have been spared. 

It is my earnest hope that the above statement may satisfy the 
Canadian Government that in the case of the Pm Alone the American 
authorities were justified by the facts in pursuit of the vessel on the 
high seas; that their sinking of the ship was, in the circumstances, 
inevitable and that they acted throughout in full accord with the 
law. I hope even more that this may prove to be true becau.se I so 
thoroughly appreciate the very important assistance generously ac- 
corded by the Canadian Government in the prevention of the smug- 
gling of intoxicating liquor into the United States. I am sure you 
will realize that it is the aim of all branches of this Government in 
the enforcement of the Prohibition Law, as well as all other laws, to 
act themselves not only in a strictly legal manner but with due regard 
to the dictates of humanity. 

If your Government, however, after a careful examination of this 
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note, still finds itself unable to concur in the findings of facts and. 
the conclusions of law set forth herein, the Government of the United 
States will gladly agree to submit the matter to arbitration as pro- 
vided for in Article IV of the Convention between the United States 
nrxl Great Britain of January 23, 1924. 

Accept [etc.] Hbnht L. Stimson 

811.114 I’m Alone/ 118 

The Canadian Minister {Massey) to the Seoretary of State 

Uo. 67 WASHmrQTON, 24 April, 1929. 

Sm : 1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
of the 17th. of April 1929, concerning the sinking of the Canadian 
schooner Pm Alone by the United States Coast Guard, and to state 
that I communicated it immediately to my government. 

2. I have been instructed by the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs to inform you that His Majesty’s Government in Canada 
have given careful consideration to tlie contents of the note. They 
desire to convey their appreciation of the expression of gratitude 
on the pai't of the Government of the United States for the friendly 
co-operation of Canada in the prevention of smuggling of alcoholic 
liquors into the United States. The Government of Canada appre- 
ciates also the full and reasoned statement which you have presented 
of the facts and the principles of international law bearing on the 
case, as they appear to the Government of the United States. They 
regi-et, however, their inability to concur in certain important aspects 
of this presentation. 

3. Ui>ou the question of fact as to the position of the schooner 
when commanded by the i-evenue cutter 'Wolcott to heave to for ex- 
amination and ns to the speed of the vessel, there is marked discrep- 
ancy between the evidence of the Coast Guard ofiScers and the evi- 
dence of the captain and members of the crew of the schooner. These 
discrepancies appear capable of solution only by an examination of 
all the evidence by an impartial tribunal, and it is therefore consid- 
ered unneeesstiry to repeat the statements cited in my previous note, 
or to review the contrary evidence which has been furnished you 
through the Secretary of the Treasury. 

4. It appeal’s desirable, however, to advert briefly to a point 
brought forwai’d in your note as proving that the position in question 
was within the hour’s sailing distance from shore within which the 
Convention of 1924 accords the right of search and seizure. The 
view is advanced that Captain Randell’s refusal to heave to when 
first commanded may be taken as evidence that he knew that he was 
within an hour’s sailing distance from shore, as he must have been 
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aware that otherwise his vessel could not legally be seized and that 
he would have nothing to fear in complying with a command to stop 
and be examined. It is surely the contrary deduction that is to be 
drawn. Such a contention might be taken to lead to the conclusion 
that the further a vessel was out on the high seas and the less ground 
there was for an order to halt, the more readily should the order be 
obeyed. If the schooner was outside the treaty limits, an order to 
halt was without legal force. There had been a number of previous 
cases where vessels which had been seized were later found by the 
courts to have been outside the treaty limits, but where heavy loss 
followed the long delays involved in the court proceedings; in a 
number of cases claims have been advanced for compensation on such 
grounds. 

6. Even, however, were it not established that the Pm Alone was 
beyond the treaty limits when ordered to stop, the Government of 
Canada cannot agree that any adequate ground has been established 
for pursuit on the high seas. They have previously indicated their 
view that the doctrine of hot pursuit which has been advanced is not 
applicable to a pursuit which, as is agreed to have been the case in 
the present instance, did not begin in territorial waters. The doc- 
trine is adequately summarized by the latest and most authoritative 
United States expositor, as follows : 

“The case (of hot pursuit) is one where a vessel has committed an 
offence against the territorial laws within the tliree mile limit. The 
agents of the local sovereign attempt to arrest the offender which 
endeavours to escape. If the pursuit is not brought to a successful 
end before the ship leaves territorial waters, the pursuit may be 
continuously pursued upon the high seas.” (Jessup, The Law of 
Territoridl 'Waters and Maritime Jurisdiction. New York. 1927 o 

106). » ) K- 

The doctrine in any form has not found complete accept ance. Under 
the arbitral award of M. Asser, it was held that capture of the 
United States sealers J ames Hamilton Lewis and G. H. "White on the 
high seas could not be justified on the ground of pursuit from ter- 
ritorial waters (1902 Foreign Relations of the United States, App. I., 
pps. 454-462). Where recognized, it is under the distinct limitation 
that the pursuit must be initiated within territorial waters. This 
limitation was clearly accepted by the Secretary of State of the 
United States^ in the address given shortly after the signature of the 
1924 Convention, to which reference was made in my previous note. 
In his work. International Law, chiefly as intsT'preted and applied 
by the Umted States, (Vol. I, p. 420), Mr. Charles Cheney Hyde, 
after statmg that “when a foreign vessel, after having violated the 
municipal laws of a State, within its territorial waters, puts to sea 
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to avoid detention, conditions justifying immediate pursuit and cap- 
tui^ on the high seas, on grounds of self-defence, are . . . rarely 
if ever present”, supports on the ground of effective administration 
of justice, pursuit and capture, “if the pursuit be commenced before 
the ship has actually escaped from the territorial waters”. Article 
VIII of the Rules on the Definition and Regime of the Territorial 
Sea, adopted by the Institute of International Law in 1894, confined 
the right to “a pursuit commenced in the territorial sea”. In the 
statement made in the Fur Seal Arbitration by Sir Charles Russell, 
which is usually inched upon as expressing the acquiescence of Great 
Britain in the doctrine, there is a significant qualification: “It must 
be a hot pursuit, it must be immediate, and it must be within limits 
of moderation”. In the case of the Norths in the Canadian courts, 
which has been cited, pursuit began from territorial waters. 

6. The contrary findings of United States courts in the Vinces^ 
Pescawlia and Newton Bay cases have not, as you have fully recog- 
nized, international validity, nor have they been accepted by either 
the British or the Canadian Government. With regard to the 
Vinces^ His Majesty’s Ambassador in Washington communicated 
with the Secretary of State, asking for information regarding the 
attitude of the United States Government, and declaring that though 
not desiring to make any representations. His Majesty’s Government 
did not wish it to be thought that they accepted all the principles 
upon which the decision of the District Court had been based, and 
fully reserved their rights. As to the Newton Bay^ which is still 
before the courts, and the Pescawha^ the question of representations 
has been under discussion between this Legation and the Govern- 
ment of Canada. During the recent Conference on Commercial 
Smuggling in Ottawa, reference was made by the Canadian repre- 
sentatives to the tendency of the United States enforcing author- 
ities to go beyond the letter and spirit of the Convention of J anuary , 
1924. 

7. In suppoi't of the extended interpretation of the doctrine of hot 
pursuit, you have pointed out that the rights conferred by the Con- 
vention of 1924 are of a novel character and may therefore be taken 
as extending the right of arrest to a greater distance than had here- 
tofore been acknowledged under international law ; and state that one 
of the purposes of the Convention was to extend in effect the distance 
from the coast within which the jurisdiction of the United States 
might be exercised with respect to certain classes of British ships. 
The Government of Canada is unable to accept this view. The first 
article of the Convention expressed the firm intention of the high 
contracting parties to uphold the principle that the three-mile zone 
constituted the proper limit of territorial waters. The provisions as 
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to soarcli and seizure beyond the three-mile limit were explicit ex- 
ceptions to that recognized principle. They did not extend the 
territorial limits of the United States nor confer any general juris- 
diction. The very fact that the rights conferred were of a novel 
character appears to be a conclusive reason a^iinst still f ui ther exten- 
sion by any forced construction. It is submitted that if any such 
extension had been contemplated it would have been effected by 
explicit agreement, as was done in the Treaty of Helsingfors of the 
19th. August, 1925, between the Baltic States."** This treaty, it will 
be recalled, provided for the mutual exercise of the right of search 
within a twelve-mile zone. It was clearly recognized, however, that 
such a provision did not involve extension of the doctrine of hot pur- 
suit to cover pursuit originating within this enlarged zone. It was 
found necessary, in order to secure such a right, to provide explicitly 
in this treaty, ‘‘without prejudice to the attitude taken by each of the 
contracting parties with regard to the legal principle governing 
territorial and customs zones”, that “if a vessel suspected of engag- 
ing in contraband traffic is discovered in the enlarged zone herein- 
before described, and escapes out of this zone, the authorities of the 
country exercising control over the zone in question may pursue the 
vessel beyond such zone into the open sea and exercise the same rights 
in respect of it as if it had been seized within the zone”. 

8. Nor is the Government of Canada able to recognize the force 
of the view that such an extension is to be implied, because otherwise 
the advantages granted by the Convention would be illusory. Ac- 
cording to recent statements of the head of the Coast Guard Service, 
“the problem of Rum Row has been practically solved”, and “smug- 
gling from the high seas is now only about one-eighth of what it was 
a few years ago”. Yet out of the scores of seizui-es effected, it is 
believed that only in four have the Coast Guard authorities them- 
selves considered recourse necessary to the extended version of the 
practice. Even if the treaty had failed to yield the results antici- 
pated, that would hardly appear to wari-ant its indefinite extension. 

9. The chief remaining question is whether the force used, which 
resulted in sinking the vessel, was warranted. The deternnnation 
of the degree of compulsion rightly exercisable in pursuit is not 
without difficulty. The force used, it is submitted, should in any 
case be limited to the minimum necessary to effect seizure, and be 
designed to make seizure possible. There does not appear to be 
warrant for the adoption of measures regardleas of the outcome and 
such as to defeat the possibility of seizure and the necessary subse- 
quent adjudication. If it was not possible to cripple the schooner 
without sinking her, or to board her in the weather pi’evailing, it is 


” League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xijci, pp. 73, 79, art 9- 
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considered that it ■would have been possible to continue pursuit 
further without reaching the territorial waters of another state, dur- 
ing which time the weather might ha've cleared and boarding been 
effected. According to the deposition of the mate of the Pm Alone^ 
the captain of the Wolcott stated later that he had urged this course 
on the captain of the Dexter^ but his advice was disregarded. When 
all the circumstances are taken into account, including the persistent 
rifle fire and the putting of the crew in irons, the impression that is 
formed is of a distinctly punitive intent. The view that the responsi- 
bility for the sinking should be shifted to the captain of the schooner 
rests on two assumptions for which, as had been indicated above, 
there does not appear to be valid ground — ^that the schooner was 
within treaty limits when ordered to halt, and that pursuit beginning 
within the treaty limits but outside teiTitorial waters would be justi- 
fied. Wliatever view may be taken of the course of the captain of 
Pm Alone ^ it would hardly appear possible to absolve from respon- 
sibility the captain and crew of the revenue cutter, who two hundred 
miles from the United States coast riddled the schooner with shells 
and plunged its crew into a rough sea, and to transfer the responsi- 
bility for the loss of life to the captain of the schooner for failing to 
provide life belts for such a contingency. 

10. The case of the United States fishing vessel Siloam, is cited 
as a parallel. Without taking the ground that the procedure of the 
Canadian preventive vessel Molaspina on that occasion was absolutely 
without fault, it may be observed that the two cases appear to present 
essential differences. The Siloam was found and pursued within 
Canadian territorial waters. Upon repeated refusals to heave to, 
and after threatening action on the part of the StLoam^s captain, the 
Malaspma fired shells around the vessel. Later, rifles were used with 
the object of disabling the steering gear, and one shot unfortunately 
killed a sailor on the Siloam. The vessel, however, was not sunk 
by shell fire, but apparently was scuttled by her crew. 

11. I regret therefore to find that the Government [of the] United 
States and the Government of Canada have not been able to reach 
similar conclusions as to the facts in the present case and as to the 
applicable principles of law. Both Governmexits have an interest 
in the full and strict observance of international agreements, and it is 
desirable that a definite agreement be reached as to the interpreta- 
tion of the treaty provisions which is to be accepted. The Conven- 
tion itself provides the means for determining whether in any case the 
enforcing authorities have proceeded within the rights conferred by 
Article II. I am therefore instructed to say that His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in Canada has much pleasure in accepting the proposal of 
the United States to submit the matter to arbitration as provided for 
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in Article IV. of the Convention between His Britannic Majesty and 
the President of the United States of America of the 23rd. January, 
1924:. I shall be prepared to discuss with you at your convenience 
the procedure to be adopted to this end. 

I have [etc.] Vincent Mabset 


COMMEECXAL SMUGGLING ACROSS THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

Press Release Issued 'by the Department of State, May 16, 19£9 ” 
(For the information of the Correspondents) 

StTMMAET OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE OOVERNMENTB OF CANADA 

AND THE UNITED STATES ON THE SXJMEOT OP COMMERCIAIa BMtTOOltlNG 

ACROSS THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER. 

On October 1, 1925, the Secretary of State addressed a note to the 
Charge d’Affaires ad interim of Great Britain, at that time in charge 
of Canadian affairs, with reference to two Conventions between the 
United States and Great Britain in respect of Canada, one of which 
was signed on June 6, 1924,^° and provides for the suppi'cssion of 
smuggling operations, and the other, signed on January B, 1025,^® 
provides for the extradition of persons charged witli crimes and 
offenses against the narcotic laws of the respective Governments. 

The Secretary of State pointed out tlxat as the result of the con- 
sideration which had been given to these subjects since the Conven- 
tions were signed, it would seem to be desirable to make further j)ro- 
vision for restricting and suppressing illicit smuggling operations, 
particularly in view of the fact that ships with cargws of li<iuoi‘ 
on board were being cleared from Canadian j>orts for places in fh<* 
United States when it was well known that the importation of such 
cargoes into the United States is prohibited by its laws. He ex- 
pressed the hope that it would be found possible to take measures 
whereby clearances of ships with cargoes of liquor destineil for tlu* 
United States might be refused by the Canadian authorities, since 
it is evident when such clearances are I'equested that the object of the 
expedition is unlawful. He also stated that it would he helpful if 
provision might be made for extradition between tlie United States 
and Canada of persons guilty of violating the customs laws of either 
Government and seeking refuge within the territory of tlie other. 

He therefore suggested that a Convention supplementary to the 

“Correspondence released to the press with this press release for pubUcation 
in papers of May 16, 1929, not printed. 

“ Foreign Relations, 1924, vol, i, p. 189. 

1925, vol. I, p. 542. 
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Convention of June 6, 1924, be concluded between the United States 
and Canada to provide for the refusal of clearances to shipments 
of px’ohibited merchandise by water, air or land from any of the 
ports of either country to a port of entrance of the other, unless 
there has been complete compliance with the conditions of the laws 
of both countries. 

In order to provide for extradition in cases of persons charged with 
violations of the customs laws, the Secretary of State suggested that 
a Convention supplementary to the Extradition Convention of July 
12, 1889,^^ be concluded. 

The receipt of this note was duly acknowledged by the British 
Embassy which stated that copies thereof had been forwarded to the 
Government of Canada. 

On December 8, 1925, the Secretary of State again addressed a note 
to the British Embassy to inquire whether he might be furnished with 
the views of the Government of Canada regarding the proposals. 

In the meiintime, Mr. Chilton, the Charge d’ Affaires ad interim 
of the British Embassy, in a note dated October 13, 1925, transmitted 
copies of an Order-in-Conncil containing regulations governing the 
execution of the Con%"ention of June 6, 1924, between the United 
States and Canada for the suppression of smuggling, to have effect 
in so far as they relate to Canada and to Government employees or 
officei's of the Canadian Government. The receipt of this note was 
acknowlcMlged w’ith thanks by the Secretary of State in a communi- 
cation dated October 17, 1925, forwarding at the same time copies 
of tlie Executive Order of September 19, 1925, containing the regu- 
lations on the subject to govern the acts of officers of the 
United States. 

In a note dated December 11, 1925, the British Ambassador ex- 
I>ressed regret that lie had not as yet been furnished with the views 
of the Government of Canada on the contents of the note of the 
Secretary of State dated October 1, 1925, but stated that the matter 
was again being referred to the Dominion Government. Similar in- 
formation was contained in a later note dated Apxil 8, 1926, from the 
British Ambassador. On June 19, 1926, the matter was orally 
brought to the attention of a member of the staff of the British 
Embassy who promised to take it up urgently. 

As a conference had taken place in London in July, 1926, between 
officials of the British and American Governments to discuss admin- 
istrative measures to prevent smuggling,^® the Secretary of State 
in his note dated September 10, 1926, informed the British Embassy 

” Malloy, Treaties, 1776-1909, vol. i, p. 740. 

” See Joint Report of Discussion Between British and American Officials With 
Jtegard to IJquor Smu^ling, Foreiffn Relaticms, 1926, vol. n, p. 360. 



50 FOREIGN REIiATIONS, 192^, VOXifUME H 

that it had been suggested by the British representatives at fee 
(conference that certain matters should be talcen up separately with 
the Canadian authorities. As no Canadian representative was pres- 
ent at the conference, the Secretary of State suggested that it would 
be very helpful if such a conference with the Canadian authorities 
could be held at an early date and, if possible, provision made to 
put into effect between Canada and the United States the arrange- 
ments worked out in Ixindon. He stated that it was also desired 
to consider the interpretations of cei'tain provisions of the Conven- 
tion of June 6, 1924, between the United States and Canada and to 
ascertain whether amendments are necessary in order to make it 
effective in preventing smuggling operations between the two 
countries. 

A reply to this note was received from the British Embassy dated 
October 11, 1926, in which it was stated that the Dominion Govern- 
ment would be pleased to take part in a Joint conference, as suggested, 
but attention was called to the fact that a Royal Commission which 
was appointed to continue inquiries into the customs administration, 
had been instructed to make an inquiry into the operation of the 
Convention of June 6, 1924, and particularly as to wliether the Con- 
vention is being carried out according to its declared intention and 
as to whether any amendment is necessary or desirable to insure the 
suppression of smuggling. The Canadian Government was there- 
fore of the opinion that it would be desirable to await its findings 
before setting a date for the proposed cc>nfei*ence between repre- 
sentatives of Canada and the United States. 

Under date of October 22, 1926, a further communication was 
received from the British Embassy stating that it was the desire 
of the Canadian Government that Mr. N. W. Rowell, who had been 
appointed Counsel to the Royal Commission, should liave an oppor- 
tunity of conferring with a representative of the United States 
Government regarding the operation of tlxe Convention of June 6, 
1924, and inquiring whether the United States Government would 
be disposed to appoint a representative wntli authority to confer 
with Mr. Rowell. 

In reply the Department stated on November 10, 1926, that a 
communication had been received from the appropriate authority 
of this Government suggesting that Mr. Rowell meet the heads of 
the various divisions dealing with the situation as well as certain 
officials of the Department of State and the Department of Justice 
who could furnish him with information as to the operation of the 
Convention. It was believed that this arrangement would in all 
probability be highly preferable to a conference with one representa- 
tive, and it was suggested that the meeting be held in Washington 
on November 13, 1926. 
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In a note dated November 12, 1926, the Secretary of State informed 
the British Ambassador with reference to his note of October 11, 
1926, that the interested authorities of this Government concurred 
in the suggestion that the fixing of a date for the proposed con- 
ference should be deferred pending the findings of the Royal Com- 
mission. However, on account of the growth of smuggling 
operations it was considered desirable to suggest that the conference 
be held at the earliest practicable date following the submission of 
the report and recommendations of the Royal Commission. 

Under date of December 7, 1926, the Secretary of State informed 
the British Embassy^ that as it appeared that the investigations being 
carried on by the Royal Commission would not be completed until 
February, 1927, and as this Government hoped that the Canadian 
Government would find it possible to enter into further treaty 
arrangements to prevent smuggling operations between the two 
countries supplementing those contained in the Convention of June 
6, 1924, it was felt that the preliminary discussions should take place 
not later than January, 1927. He urged this in view of the fact that 
the session of the Congress of the United States which had con- 
vened on December 6, 1924, would adjourn on March 4, 1927, and a 
further regular session would not be held until December, 1927. The 
Secretary of State also suggested that some diflSculties might be 
dealt with under existing laws and treaties and stated that this 
Government desired to discuss with the Canadian authorities the 
extent to which the arrangements worked out at London during 
July, 1926, could be applied to the smuggling operations being 
carried on from Canada. 

To this the British Ambassador replied on February 21, 1927, 
that the Dominion Government concurred in the advisability of 
holding a conference to consider the various proposals put forward, 
but desired that the discussions should not be confined merely to the 
question of the illicit liquor trade but should cover all forms of 
commercial smuggling across the international border. It was also 
suggested that the conference should consider whether any of the 
recommendations which they may make to their respective Govern- 
ments as a result of their discussions could be more appropriately 
carried out by a supplementary convention, by concurrent legislation, 
or by administrative regulations. It was added that as the Royal 
Commission had not yet made its report, the Government of Canada 
were of the opinion that the date of the proposed conference should 
not be settled until later. 

The reports and recommendations of the Royal Commission having 
been completed, the American Minister to Ottawa addressed a com- 
munication on November 27, 1928, to the Pi'ime Minister of Canada 
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inquiring -wliether it would be agreeable to have the i>roposed informal 
conference take place at Ottawa during the first week of January, 
1929, to which the Under Secretary of State for External Affairs of 
Canada replied on December 12, 1928, that the Canadian Govern 
ment would be prepared to arrange for participation in a conference 
to discuss the advisability of taking further action for the prevention 
of commercial smuggling between the two countries. 

It was decided not to discuss the matter of extradition during the 
Conference, in view of the fact that there was no connection whatever 
between the two proposals advanced in the note of the Secretary of 
State dated October 1, 1925, which formed the_^ basis for the Con- 
ference. The amendment to the Extradition Treaty proposed therein 
would apply to actual customs offenses and would not cover cases 
involving conspiracy to violate the customs or other laws. The pro- 
posed amendment to the Smuggling Convention provided for the 
refusal of clearances to shipments of commodities from either country 
destined to the other, when the importation of the commodity was 
prohibited in the coimtry of destination. 

The matter of the refusal of clearances to prohibited commodities 
is of a great deal of importance in combating smuggling and the 
informal conference was proposed primarily in order tliat United 
States officials might discuss the subject at length with the Canadian 
authorities. It was felt that the subject of tvxtra<lition, being a 
separate matter, would doubtless be dealt with independently by the 
two Governments in due course. 

An informal conference to discuss further measures for the preven- 
tion of smuggling between the two countries consequently took place 
in Ottawa January 8-10, 1929, which was attended by the following 
Canadian and American delegates : 

Am-ericark, delegates: 

Admiral F. C. Billard, Commandant, United States Coast Guard, 
head of group, 

James M. Doran, Commissioner of Prohibition, Ik-easury De- 
partment, 

E. W. Camp, Commissioner of Customs, 

Ferdinand L. Mayer, Counselor of American Eegation, Ottawa, 

Irving N. Linnell, American Consul General at Ottawa. 

Francis Colt de Wolf, Assistant to Solicitor, State Department. 

Harry J. Anslinger, Liaison Officer between State and Treasury 
Departments, 

ArthurW. Henderson, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, 

Lynn W. Meekms, Commercial Attach^, Ottawa. 

Franic J. Murphy, Treasury Department. Technical Assistant, 

Elmer J. Lewis, Treasury Department, Technical As.sistant, 

Miss Clara Borjes, Secretary to Delegation. 
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Canadian delegates: 

Doctor O. D. Skelton, Under-Secretary of State for External 
Affairs, 

W- Stuart ;Ed wards. Deputy Minister of Justice, 

R. W. Breadne^ Commissioner of Customs, 

G. W. Taylor, Commissioner of Excise ; 

C. P. Blair, Assistant Commissioner of Excise, 

F. W. Cowan, Chief, Customs-Excise Preventive Service, 

William Ide, Acting General Executive Assistant, 

E. Hawken, Assistant Deputy Minister, Department of Marine, 

C. H. L. Sharman, Narcotic Division, Department of Pensions 
and National Health, 

H. D. Keenleyside, Third Secretary, Department of External 
Affairs. 

Admiral Bi Hat'd, the head of the American delegation, submitted 
his rei^ort of the Conference to the Secretary of State under date of 
January 21, 1929. The American delegation explained to the Cana- 
dians the importance of the Canadian Government’s discontinuing 
the existing practice of clearing liquor dii'ect from Canadian to 
American ports, and thus refusing to allow its instrumentalities to 
be used by persons engaged in breaking the laws of this country. 
They outlined what is being done in the United States for the 
enforcement of Prohibition and pointed out the physical impossibility 
of controlling the movement of small speedy craft across water only 
a mile in width. They asked the Canadian delegation to report to 
its Government that the opinion of the United States Government 
is that nothing short of the discontinuance of the existing practice 
of issuing clearances or other official documents permitting the ex- 
portation from Canada to the United States of goods, the importa- 
tion of which into the United States is illegal, would be of material 
assistance to the United States in dealing with the problem of 
smuggling, or would be of material assistance in preventing further 
development of unfavorable conditions along the border, which affect 
both countries alike. 

The Canadian delegates, on the other hand, explained the general 
system of control of exports of liquor from Canada and, while they 
evinced a readiness to issue more stringent regulations under the 
existing treaty, they were inclined to foresee difficulties in any attempt 
to refuse to allow liquor to be cleared from Canada to the United 
States. They X3romised, however, to lay before their Government the 
pi'oposal of the American delegation and to point out the importance 
attached by the United States to its acceptance by the Canadian 
Government- 

On March 15, 1929, the Prime Minister of Canada addressed a 
note to the American Minister at Ottawa, forwarding a copy of the 

S143423”— 48 — "vol. ll ' IS 
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report of the Canadian delegation to the Anti-Smuggling Conference. 
In this note the Prime Minister stated, %7ht^T that without 

making at the present time a final decision on this proposal, the 
Canadian Government is in accord with the opinion expressed by 
the Canadian representatives that the problem of enforcement facing 
United States officials, particularly on the Detroit and Niagara border, 
might in large measure be solved by a further extension of the 
system of furnishing information of shipments of liquor provided 
by the Convention of June 1924.” He then makes the following offer : 
‘‘To cooperate with and assist further the Government of the United 
States in the effective enforcement of its laws, the Canadian Gov- 
ernment is prepared to permit the United States officers to be sta- 
tioned on the Canadian side of the border, at ports of clearance to 
be determined, in order to enable the United States ofiicials them- 
selves to transmit immediately to the appropriate authorities in the 
United States information to be furnished by tlie Cnimdian customs 
officials as clearances are obtained, as to the clearance of all vessels for 
the United States carrying liquor cargoes”. 

While the Government of the United States appreciated the gra- 
ciousness of the offer made by the Canadian Qovei'ninont, it was the 
view of the competent authorities that the proiiosed arrangement 
would not be a solution of the problem, and the American Minister 
at Ottawa was accordingly insti'ucted to inform the (^inadian Gov- 
ernment which he did under date of April 20, 1929, tlmt the infor- 
mation provided for in Article I of the Convention of Juno 6, 
1924, between the United States and Canada, has been promptly 
furnished by the Canadian officials, except in a very few cases which 
were speedily adjusted by the Canadian Government as socm as its 
attention was called to the matter. But the necessarj’* information to 
identify the vessels engaged in liquor smuggling has not been avail- 
able because the data furnished to the Canadian authorities and trans- 
mitted to the American officials, were in most cases fi(*titious. Mr. 
Phillips added that Canadian officials have faithfully tliscluirged 
their duties under the Convention, and there is no reason to believe 
that the information would be more accurate or more helj)ful if 
transmitted through American officials stationed on the Canadian 
side of the border. 

He concluded by saying that, “Wliile the Government of the 
United States appreciates the gracious offer of the Canadian Govern- 
ment to permit American officials to transmit information of this 
kind from Canadian soil, it remains convinced that the only effective 
means of dealing with the smuggling problem along the border is 
the conclusion of a treaty amending the Convention of June 6, 1924, 
to the end that clearance be denied to shipments of commodities from 
either country when their importation is prohibited in the other 
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UNPERFECTED CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA FOR THE PROTECTION OP THE FRASER RIVER SOCKEYE 
SALMON FISHERIES 


7X1.428/1248 

The Canadian Minister {Massey) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2 Washington, 2 January, 1929. 

Sm: In previous correspondence ending with Mr. Castle’s note of 
July 6th. 1927/'’ the Governments of Canada and the United States 
expressed their accord on the desirability of reaching an international 
agreement to provide for the protection and rehabilitation of the 
Sockeye Salmon fisheries of the Fraser River. I now have the 
honour, under instructions from the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs, to present to you for your consideration the enclosed draft 
of a Trcnty to attain this object, and to inform you that His 
Majesty’s Government in Canada is prepared to proceed with the 
immediate signature in Washington of a treaty in this form. 

I shall be pleased if you will be good enough to inform me at an 
early date whether the Government of the United States is prepared 
to accept this draft and to appi'ove its signature. 

I have [etc.] H. H. Wkong 

(For the Minister) 


Uuporfijctcd Treaty No, Q-0 

Convention Between the United States of America and Canada^ 
Signed at Washington^ March ^7, 1929^^ 


The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King <rf Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond 
tlie Seas, Emperor of India, recognizing that the protection, preserva- 
tion and extension of the sockeye salmon fisheries in the Fraser River 
systc‘in are of common concern to the United States of America and 
tiie Dominion of Canada; that the supply of this fish in recent years 
has been gravely depleted and that it is of the utmost importance in 
the mutual interest of both countries that this source of wealth 
should be restored and maintained, have resolved to conclude a con- 
vention and to tliat end have named as their respective plenipoten- 
tiaries ; 


For pr(ivious correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. SO If. 

Not On March 21, 1929, the Secretary of State transmitted to 

the Canadian Minister a revised draft ; on March 25 the Canadian Mlnls^r in 
his turn transmitted to the Secretary of State an 
which proved acceptable. Correspondence and drafts not printed 


12B5). 

"Not ratified; 
to the President. 


ordered December 13, 1929, by 


the Senate, to be returned 
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The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America; and 

TTis Majesty, for the Dominion of Canada : 

The Honourable Charles Vincent Massey, P. C., His Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary for Canada at Washington; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles : 

Article I 

The provisions of this Convention and the regulations issued pur- 
suant thereto shall apply to the Fraser River and the streams and 
lakes tributary thereto and to all waters frequented by sockeye salmon 
included within the following boundaries : 

Beginning at Carmanah Lighthouse on (he southwe^st coast of 
Vancouver Island, thence in a straight line to a point three marine 
miles due west astronomic from Tatoosh Lighthouse, Washington, 
thence to said Tatoosh Lighthouse, thence to the nean\st point of 
Cape Flattery, thence following the southerly shore of Juan de Fuca 
Strait to Point Wilson, on Quimper Peninsula, thence in a straight 
line to Point Partridge on Whidbey Island, tlience following the 
western shore of the said Whidbey Island, to tlie entrance to Decep- 
tion Pass, thence across said entrance to the southern side of Reser- 
vation Bay, on Fidalgo Island, thence following the western and 
northern shore line of the said Fidalgo Island to Swinomish Slough, 
crossing the said Swinomish Slough, in line with the track of the 
Great Northern Railway, thence northerly following the shore line 
of the mainland to Atkinson Point at the northerly enf ranee to Bur- 
rard Inlet, British Columbia, thence in a straight line to the southern 
end of Bowen Island, thence westerly following tlie sou vhen\ shore 
of Bowen Island to Cape Roger Curtis, thence in a straight line to 
Gower Point, thence westerly following the shore line to Welc'ome 
Point on Seechelt Peninsula, thence in a straight line to Point Young 
on Lasqueti Island, thence in a straight line to Dorcas I^oint on 
Vancouver Island, thence following the eastern and soutliern shores 
of the said Vancouver Island to the starting point at (^aivnanah 
Lighthouse as shown on the United States Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey Chart Number 6300, as corrected to October 20, 1924, and on the 
British Admiralty Chart Number 579. 

The High Contracting Parties engage to ha\‘e prepared as soon as 
practicable charts of the waters described in this Article, with the 
above described boundaries and the International boundary line 
indicated thereon. They further agree to establish within the terri- 
tory of the United States and the territory of the Dominion of Can- 
ada such buoys and marks for the purposes of this Convention as 
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may be recommended by the Commission hereinafter authorized to be 
established, and to refer such of these recommendations as relate to 
points on the boundary to the International Boundary Commission, 
United States- Alaska and Canada, for action pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the Treaty respecting the boundary between the United 
States and Canada signed February 24, 1925. 

ARTICLaS II 

The High Contracting Parties agree to establish and maintain a 
Commission to be known as the International Pacific Salmon Fish- 
eries Commission, hereinafter called the Commission, consisting of 
six members, three on the part of the United States of America, and 
three on the part of the Dominion of Canada. 

The Commissioners on the part of the United States shall be 
appointed by the President of the United States, and the Commis- 
sioner of Fisheries of the United States shall be one of them. The 
Commissioners on the part of the Dominion of Canada shall be ap- 
pointed by His Majesty on the recommendation of the Governor- 
General-in-Council. 

The Commission shall continue in existence so long as this Con- 
vention shall continue in force, and each High Contracting Party 
shall have power to fill and shall fill from time to time vacancies 
which may occur in its representation on the Commission in the same 
manner as the ox'iginal appointments are made. Each High Con- 
tracting l^xrty shall pay the salaries and expenses of its own Com- 
missioners, and the joint expenses incurred by the Commission shall 
bo paid by the two High Contracting Parties in equal moities. 

ArTICXiB III 

The Commission shall make a thorough investigation into the 
natural history of the Fraser River Sockeye salmon, into hatchery 
methods, spawning ground conditions and other related matters. 
It shall conduct tlie sockeye salmon fish cultural operations in the 
ai'ea described in Article I, and to that end it shall have power to 
improve spawning grounds, acquire, construct and maintain hatch- 
eries, rearing ponds and other such facilities as it may determine to 
be necessary for the propagation of sockeye salmon in the water 
covered by this Convention, and to stock the waters with sockeye 
salmon by such methods as it may determine to be most advisable. 
The Commission shall also have authority to recommend to the two 
Governments the removal of obstructions to the ascent of sockeye 
salmon in the waters covered by this Convention, that may now 
exist or may from time to time occur, and to improve conditions for 
the ascent of sockeye salmon, where investigation may show such 
to be desirable. The Commission shall report annually to the two 
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Grovermnents what it has accomplished and the results of its inves- 
tigations. 

The cost of all such work shall be borne equally by the two Govern- 
ments, and the said Governments agree to appropriate annually such 
money as each may deem desirable for such work in the light of the 
reports of the Commission. 

ARTICIiB IV 

The International Salmon Fisheries Commission established pur- 
suant to Article II of this Convention is hereby empowered, between 
the first day of June and the twentieth day of August in any year, for 
the whole or any part of the aforesaid period, to limit or prohibit the 
taking of sockeye salmon in respect of all the waters described in 
Article I of this Convention, or in respect of waters of the United 
States and Canadian waters separately, provided, that when any order 
is adopted by the Commission limiting or prohibiting the taking of 
sockeye salmon in regard to waters of the United States or Canadian 
waters separately, it shall extend to all of the waters of tlie United 
States or Canadian waters to which this Convention applies, and 
Provided further, that no order limiting or prohibiting the taking of 
sockeye salmon adopted by the International Salmon Fisheries Com- 
mission shall be construed to suspend or otherwise affect the require- 
ments of the laws of the State of Washington or of the Dominion of 
Canada as to the procuring of a license to fish in the waters on their 
respective sides of the boundary line. Any order adopted by the 
Commission limiting or prohibiting the taking of sockeye salmon in 
said waters during said period, or any part thereof, shall remain in 
full force and effect unless and until the same be modified or set aside 
by the Commission. The taking of sockeye salmon in said waters 
during said period in violation of the orders of the Commission 
adopted from time to time is hereby prohibited. 

ARTICIiB V 

In order to secure a proper escapement of sockeye salmon during 
the spring or chinook salmon fishing season, the International Salmon 
Fisheries Commission may prescribe the size of the meshes in all fish- 
ing gear and appliances operated in the waters described in Article I 
of thi s Convention which are frequented by sockeye salmon. 

TVlienever the taking of sockeye salmon in said %vaters during said 
period between the first of June and the twentieth of August in any 
year is permitted under the orders adopted by the Commission in 
respect of waters of the United States, any fishing appliance legally 
authorized by the State of TVashington may be used in such "waters 
by any person thereunto authorized by that State, and whenever 
the taking of sockeye salmon in said waters during said period is per- 
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mitted under the orders adopted by the Commission in respect of 
Canadian waters any fishing appliances authorized by the laws of 
the Dominion of Canada may be used in such waters by any person 
thei'emito legally authorized. 

Articl® VI 

No action taken by the Commission under the authority of Articles 
IV and V of this Convention shall be effective unless it is affirma- 
tively voted for by at least two of the Commissioners from each 
country. 

Articub VII 

Inasmucli as the purpose of this Convention is to establish for the 
High Contracting Parties, by their joint effort and expense, a fishery 
that is now largely non-existent, each of the High Contracting Parties 
should share equally in the fishery. The Commission shall, conse- 
quently, in regulating the fishery do so with the object of enabling, 
as nearly as tliey can, an equal portion of the fish that is allowed to 
be caught each year to be taken by the fishermen of each High Con- 
tracting Party. 

Arttclb VIII 

Each High Contracting Party shall be responsible for the enforce- 
ment of the regulations provided by the Commission in the portion 
of their ix^spective waters covered by the Convention, and to this 
end they agree to enact and enforce such legislation as may be neces- 
sary to make effective the provisions of this Convention, with appro- 
priate penalties for violations thereof. 

Articub IX 

The present Convention shall be ratified by the President of the 
United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate thereof, and by His Majesty in accordance with constitutional 
practice, and it sliall become effective upon the date of the exchange 
of ratifications which shall take place at Washington as soon as pos- 
sible and shall continue in force for a period of sixteen years, and 
thereafter until one year from the day on which either of the High 
Contracting Parties shall give notice to the other of its desire to 
terminate it. 

In witness whereof, the resx^ective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present Convention, and have affixed their seals there to. 

Done in duplicate at TVashington, the twenty -seventh day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine. 

[seal] Frank B. Keixogg 

[sEAii] Vincent Massex 
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711.428/1346 

The Acting Seeretary of State to the Canadian Minister {Massey) 

Washinoton, Januaiy 4, 1980. 

Snt: I have the honor to notify you officially that the convention 
for the preservation and extension of the sockeye salmon fisheries 
of the Fraser river system, which you signed with the Secretary of 
State on March 27, 1929, and which was transmitted by the President 
to the Senate with a view to receiving the advice and consent of that 
body to its ratification, has been withdrawn from the Senate for 
further consideration by the executive authorities of this Govern- 
ment. The matter is now receiving that consideration and this Gov- 
eimment probably will shortly bring to the attention of the Canadian 
Government certain modifications in the provisions of the convention 
assigned and propose a new convention embracing these modifications 
to be signed in substitution for the convention signed on March 
27, 1929. 

The American Charg4 d’Affaires ad interim at Ottawa has been 
instructed to inform His Majesty’s Government in Canada in the 
foregoing sense. 

Accept [etc.] J. P. Cotton 


PROPOSED CONVENTION TO REPLACE THE HALIBUT FISHERY CON- 
VBNTION OF MARCH 2, 1923, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
GREAT BRITAIN* 

711.428/1284 

The Canadian Minister {Massey) to t7ie Secretary of State 

N’o. 80 Washinoton, 6 May, 1929. 

Snt : I have the honour to refer to Mr. Castle’s note of November 5th. 
1928 concerning the carrying out of the recommendations of the 
International Fisheries Commission for the preservation of the 
Northern Pacific halibut fisheiy, in which he stated that it wa.s Imped 
that the United States Government would shortly be in a position to 
inform the Government of Canada of its views on the proposals 
made in this Legation’s note No. 12C of August 24th. 1928.=® In Mr. 
Castle’s further note of April 3rd. 1929 =® concerning a conference 
suggested by the Government of Canada to discuss all outstanding 
fisheries questions, it was stated that it was deemed inadvisable by tlu> 
United States Government to undertake a general disciission of the 

* Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ii, pp. 7-30- 
**Not printed. 

^ Foreign Relatione, 1928, vol. n, p. 29. 

See note of April 3 signed by Mr. Castle for the S<H?retary of State, p. 76. 
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fisheries situation pending the conclusion of a new treaty governing 
the halibut fishing industry. 

The International Commission established under the provisions 
of the Treaty for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of the 
North Pacific of 1923, submitted its first report to the two Govern- 
ments early in 1928,^® making five recommendations for the protection 
of the fishery, including a recommendation to extend the length of 
the close season. The report and recommendations were approved 
by both Governments, but Mr. Kellogg, in a note dated 2nd. August 
1928,^^ stated that the United States Government considered that a 
new Treaty was necessary to put the recommendations into effect. 
In replying to this note the Govermnent of Canada stated that the 
existing Canadian legislation gave adequate powers to carry out the 
recommendations, but that no objection was made to the proposal of 
tlie United States for the conclusion of a new Treaty. The neces- 
sity, therefore, of a further international agx'eement to make the 
Commission’s I'ecommendations effective has arisen in the United 
States. 

I am instructed to rei)resent that His Majesty’s Government in 
Canada consider that action should be taken at an early date to 
conclude a Treaty to make effective the recommendations of the 
International Commission, wdiich have been formally approved by 
both Governments, in order that the work of the International Com- 
mission may be proceeded with as soon as possible. I am desired 
to express the earnest hope that, in order that certain pressing ques- 
tions related to the international fisheries may be dealt with without 
further x>ostponement, you will concur in this view, and that you 
will bo prepared to conclude the negotiation of the Treaty without 
delay. 

I have [etc.] Vincent Massey 


711.428/:1CIU 

The Seci^tary of State to the Minister in Canada {PhiXLvps^ 

No. 548 Washington, May 29, 1929. 

Sir: lieference is made to your despatch No. 468, June 11, 1928,®® 
on the subject of the first report of the International Fisheries Com- 
mission created under Article III of the Halibut Fisheries Conven- 
tion between the United States and Great Britain concluded March 
2, 1923. 

This Government is now prepared to conclude a convention imple- 

^ Foreign 'Rel(itxon&^ 1023, vol, I, p. 468. 

•• 1928, vol. II, p. T. 

ma., p. 28 . 

^ Not pi*inte<!. 
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menting the recommendatioiis contained in the report of the Inter- 
national Fisheries Commission. There is enclosed a draft of a 
proposed convention. This draft is word for word the same as the 
convention between the United States and Great Britain concluded 
at Washington March 2, 1923, excepting the portions underscored. 
The underscored portions of the draft denote amendments and are 
confined substantially to Articles I and III. Underscored alterations 
elsewhere in the draft are believed to be self-explanatory. The fol- 
lowing comment is made on the alterations contained in Articles I 
and III : 

Articub I 

Paragraph 1. The closed season provided by the convention now 
in force will be modified by the new convention, and will begin on the 
first day of November in lieu of the sixteenth day, thereby increasing 
the closed season fifteen days ; this period covers the spawning season 
and it is particularly desirable during this time to have the fishing 
areas closed- 

• Paragraph 2. Under the convention now in force, the Interna- 
tional Fisheries Commission can not modify the closed season when 
occasion warrants it. It can only be done by a new convention. The 
proposed convention gives the International Fisheries Commission 
authority, subject to the approval of the President of the United 
States and the Governor-General of Canada, to open tip certain fishing 
areas during this period when the Commission is of the opinion that 
such areas could be opened without materially affecting the conser- 
vation policy. 

Paragraph 4. The International Fisheries Commission wdll have 
to carry on fishing operations for investigational purposes in order to 
perform efficiently its functions under the convention. The last para- 
graph of Article II was inserted in order to make it clear that the 
International Fisheries Commission is not prohibited from fishing 
for the purposes stated, between November 1 and February 15. 

Artious III 

Paragraph 1. Provision is made for the continuation of the Inter- 
national Fisheries Commission, both as such, and as to pci'sonnel. 
There is no intention to effect a change in either. Since it is probable 
that this convention will be of longer duration than tlic 192^^ con- 
vention, provision is made for the filling of vacancies in the Com- 
mission membership. 

Paragraph 2. It may be stated that this paragraph comprises the 
core of the new convention. It contains technical provisions which 
are calculated to give flexibility to the administration of the halibut 
conservation poUcy adopted by the United States and Canada. The 
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only practicable means of obtaining the desired flexibility is by placing 
the power to regulate the fishing in the International Fisheries Com- 
mission, subject to the approval of the President of the United States 
and the Governor-General of Canada. Identical regulations for 
the two countries are thus assured, and possible arbitrary action by 
the Commission is guarded against sufficiently by vesting approval of 
the Commission’s action in the executives. This paragraph authorizes 
the International Fisheries Commission to subdivide the area over 
which the convention applies for the purpose of separate treatment 
in administration. Regulation of the halibut fishing will differ in the 
subdivided areas according to the peculiar conditions of those areas. 
The Commission will have the authority, subject to the approval of 
the President and Governor-General, to close certain areas indefinitely 
to halibut fishing, to prevent the present use of destructive fishing 
gear, to license and clear vessels engaged in halibut fishing in the 
treaty waters, and to obtain information in regard to the catch. 

The draft submitted herewith has the endorsement of the Bureau 
of Fisheries of this Government and the International Fisheries Com- 
mission. Moreover, the draft in its present form would seem to have 
fair pi'ospect of receiving official approval of the Canadian Govern- 
ment, inasmuch as Mr. Found, of the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries of the Dominion Government, as a member of the Inter- 
national Fisheries Commission, has informally approved the draft. 

You are instructed to transmit the enclosed draft to His Majesty’s 
Government in Canada for its consideration. A copy of the draft 
has also been sent to the Canadian Minister in Washington. 

I am [etc.] Henry D. Stxmlson 


[Bndosure] 

Draft of a New Convention Between the United States and Great 
Britain for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of Great Britain, Ireland, and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, for and in respect of the Domin- 
ion of Canada, being equally desirous of securing the preservation 
oFtheThal^^ fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean have resolved 
to conclude a Convention for this purpose, and have named as their 
plenipotentiaries : 

The President of the United States of America : 


and His Majesty: -5 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective 
full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon the 
following articles: 
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diction of the other party by the duly authorized officers of either 
High Contracting Party and detained by the officers making such 
seizure and delivered as soon as practicable to an authorized official 
of the country to which such person, vessel or boat belongs, at the 
nearest point to the place of seizure, or elsewhere, as may be mutually 
agreed upon. The authorities of the nation to which such person, 
vessel or boat belongs alone shall have jurisdiction to conduct prose- 
cutions for the violation of the provisions of this Convention, or 
any regulations which may be adopted in pursuance of its provisions, 
and to impose penalties for such violations; and the witnesses and 
proofs necessary for such prosecutions, so far as such witnesses or 
proofs are under the control of the other High Contracting Party, 
shall be furnished with all reasonable promptitude to the authorities 
having jurisdiction to conduct the prosecutions. 

Articlge III 

The High Contracting Parties agree to continue under this Con- 
vention the Co m mission as at present constituted and known as the 
I nternational Fisheries Commission, established by the convention 
between th e Uni ted States and His Britannic Majesty for the Pres- 
erva t ion of the Hal ibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean includ- 
in g Bex*in g Sea, concluded March 2, 1923, consisting of four members, 
two appo i nted by each party, and this commission shall publish a 
repo rt o f its activities from time to time. Each of the High Con- 
tractin g Parties shall h a ve the power to fill, and shall fill from time 
to ti me, vac ancies which m a y occur in its representation on the Com- 
mission. Each party shall pay the salaries and expenses of its own 
members, and joint exi^enses incurred by the Commission shall be 
paid by the two High Contracting Parties in equal moieties. 

The_ Hig h Contra cting Parties agree that for the purpose of 
protecting a nd conserving the halibut fishery of the Northern Pacific 
Occnin, jthe I nternational Fisheries Commission, with the approval of 
tile Preside nt of t he United States and of the Governor General of 
the I>< >111 inion o f Canada, from time to time may designate fishing 
iU'eas in any of the convention waters, and within such areas may 
estab lish seasons during which fishing may be limited or prohibited 
as it may pr escribe. Under this authority to regulate fishing in any 
area so set apart and reserved, the Commission, with the approval 
of th e President of tlie United States and of the Governor General of 
Ca nad a, ma y (a) fix the size and character of trawls, boats or other 
gear and ap p liances to be used therein; (&) limit the catch of fish 
to be taken from any area; (c) make such regulations as to time, 
meaiii^lnethQds and extent of fishing as may be deemed desirable; 
(d) make such regulations for the collection of statistics of the 
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catch, i ncluding the licensing and clearance of vesse ls, as will enable 
the Commission to det ermine the condition and trend of the fishery 
by banks and areas as a proper basis for protectin^nd conserving 

the fishery. 

Articub IV 

The High Contracting Parties agree to enact and enforce^ ^ch 
legislation as may be necessary to make effective the provisions 
of this Convention and any regulations adopted thereunder^ with 
appropriate penalties for violations thereof. 

Articub V 

The present Convention shall remain in force for a period of five 
years and thereafter until two years from the date when either of 
the High Contracting Parties shall give notice to the other of its 
desire to terminate it. 

This Convention shall, from the date of the ex change of rat ifica- 
tions be deemed to supplant the Convention betw e eti th e Uxuted States 
and His Britannic Majesty for thenPreserv ation of the Halibut 
Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean includin g Berin g Sea^ con- 
cluded March 2, 1923. 

Artictje VI 

This Convention shall be ratified in accordance with the coixsti- 
tutional methods of the High Contracting Parties. T!ie ratifica- 
tions shall be exchanged in Washington as soon as practicable, and 
the Convention shall come into force on the day of the exchange of 
ratifications. 

In faith whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present Convention in duplicate, and have hereunto affixed tlieir 
seals. 

Done at the day of 

, in the year one thousand nine huncired and 

twenty-nine. 

711.428/1329 

The Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1159 Ottawa, October 7, 1929. 

[Received October 14.] 

Sir: Referring to the Legation’s despatch No. 1109 of August 24, 
1929,®^ on the matter of the proposed convention implementing the 
recommendations contained in the report of the International Fish- 


"Not printed 
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eries Commission created under Article III of the Halibut Fisheries 
Convention between the United States and Great Britain concluded 
March 2, 1923, 1 have the honor to report that I am now in receipt 
of note No. 128, dated October 3, 1929, from the Department of 
External Affairs on this question. 

It will be observed from the note that the Canadian Government 
expresses the view that, according to the wording of the second 
paragraph of Article III in the draft presented by the Government 
of the United States, the regulations which the Commission may 
make with the approval of the Governor General of Canada and 
the President of the United States might perhaps be taken to be 
limited to areas set apart and reserved. 

The communication states that it is not doubted that what the 
Commission had in mind was that certain areas known in the industry 
as nurseries and frequented mainly by young halibut should be 
set apart from all fishing and that the remainder of the waters 
covered by the Convention should be divided into areas so that the 
total quantity of halibut that might be taken from any area in any 
one season might be defizied and controlled. 

The Canadian Government in the note in question presents an 
amended dz'aft of the proposed Convention, and expresses its will- 
ingness to conclude such a Convention at an early date, expressing 
the hope that the Government of the United States will find the 
amended draft acceptable. 

I should be glad to be instructed as to what reply I should make 
to the Canadian Government. 

A copy of the note of the Canadian Government, as well as its 
enclosure, being the amended draft of the proposed Convention, is 
transmitted herewith enclosed for the information of the 
Department.®* 

I have [etc.] WinniAM Pmuaips 


[Enclosure — ^Extract] 

Amended Draft of a New Convention Between Canada and the 
United States for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery 

His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, and the President 
of the United States of America, being equally desirous of securing 
the preservation of the halibut fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean 

“Note not printed. 

“Articles 1, 4, and 6, wMcli have been omitted, are the same as those of 
the American draft convention, p. 63. 
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and Bering Sea have resolved to conclude a Convention for this 
purpose, and have named as their plenipotentiaries : 

His Majesty: for the Dominion of Canada, 

and the President of the United States of America: 



Who, after having communicated to each other their respective 
full powers, found in good and due foi*m, have agreed upon the 
following articles: 


Article II 

Every national or inhabitant, vessel or boat of the Dominion of 
Canada or of the United States engaged in halibut fishing in viola- 
tion of the preceding article may be seized except within the juris- 
diction of the other party by the duly authorizenl officers of either 
High Contracting Party and detained by the officers making such 
seizure and delivered as soon as practicable to an authorized official 
of the country to which such person, vessel or boat belongs, at the 
nearest point to the place of seizure, or elsewhere, as may be agreed 
upon. The authorities of the nation to which such person, vessel or 
boat belongs alone shall have jurisdiction to conduct prosecutions for 
the violation of the provisions of this Convention, or any regulations 
which may be adopted in piii'suniice of its provisions, and to impose 
penalties for such violations; and the witnesses and pz'oofs necessary 
for such prosecutions, so far as such witnesses or proofs are under 
the control of the other High Contracting Party, shall be furnished 
with all reasonable promptitude to the authorities having jurisdic- 
tion to conduct the prosecutions. 


Article III 

The High Contracting Parties agi'ce to continue under this Con- 
vention the Commission as at present constituted and known as tlie 
International Fisheries Commission, established by the Convention 
between His Britannic Majesty and the President of the United States 
mr the preservation of the halibut fishery of the Northern Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea, concluded March 2, 1923, consisting of four 
members, two appointed by each Party, which Commission shall 
make such investigations as are necessary into the life history of the 
halibut in the treaty waters and shall publish a report of its activi- 
ties from time to time. Each of the High Contracting Parties shall 
have power to fill, and shall fill from time to time, vacancies which 
may occur in its representation on the Commission. Each Party 
shall pay the salaries and expenses of its own members, and joint 
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expenses incurred by the Commission shall be paid by the two High 
Contracting Parties in equal moieties. 

The High Contracting Parties agree that for the purposes of pro- 
tecting and conserving the halibut fishery of the Northern Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea, the International Fisheries Commission, with 
the approval of the Governor General of the Dominion of Canada 
and of the President of the United States, may 

(a) divide the treaty waters into areas ; 

(&) limit the catch of halibut to be taken from each area; 

(<?) fix the size and character of halibut fishing appliances to 
be used therein; 

{d) make such regulations for the collection of statistics of the 
catch of halibut including the licensing and clearance of 
vessels, as will enable the International Fisheries Commis- 
sion to determine the condition and trend of the halibut 
fishery by banks and areas, as a proper basis for protecting 
and consei'ving the fishery; 

{e) close to all halibut fishing such portion or portions of an 
area or areas, as the International Fisheries Commission 
find to be populated by small, immature halibut. 


Articdb V 

The pi'esent Convention shall remain in force for a period of five 
years and th<‘reafter until two years from the date when either of 
the High Contracting Parties shall give notice to the other of its 
desire to terminate it. 

This Convention shall, from the date of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions be deemed to supplant the Convention between His Britannic 
Majesty and the President of the United States for the Preservation 
of the Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean including 
Bering Sea, concluded March 2, 1923. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE FISHERIES 
PROBLEM IN MISSISQUOI BAY»* 

711.428/12S4 

The Secret ai'y of State to the Charge in Ga/nada {Mayer) 

No. 47G Washington, March 13, 1929. 

Sir: Referring to the Department’s instruction No. 255 \%2S\ of 
May 9, 1928,'*® and to a despatch from your Legation No. 482 of 

For previous corresi)ondence, see Foreign delations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 37 ff. 
“J&id., p. 37, 

323423 — 43 — vol. ir 14 
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June 19 1928,®® regarding seine fishing in the Missisquoi Bay section 
of Lake’ Champlain, you are instructed to again take up the question 
with the Secretary of State for External Affairs regarding the ap- 
pointment in the near future of a joint fact-finding commission to 
investigate this fisheries question and to make r^ominendations 
regarding its solution. The representations to be made are contained 
in the Department’s instruction No. 225 of May 9, 1928. 

Careful consideration has been given to the suggestions contained 
in the note of June 16, 1928, from the Secretary of State for Ex- 
ternal Affairs transmitted with your despatch No._ 482 of June 19, 
1928. With respect to the suggestion made in their note that it is 
not feasible to appoint a fact-finding commission to deal with the 
Missisquoi Bay situation alone until at least steps are taken to ad- 
vance the settlement of the more important fisheries cases outstand- 
ing between the United States and Canada, it may be stated that 
steps are being taken looking to the settlement of the halibut fisheries 
question in the Pacific ®^ and fishing problems in the Fraser River.*® 
Inasmuch as these matters are being dealt with individually, it 
would seem reasonable that the same procedure should be pursued 
in the Missisquoi Bay case, without further delay. You will please 
communicate with the Secretary of State for External Affairs in the 
sense of the foregoing and transmit his reply to the Department as 
soon as you receive it. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

W. R. Casti*®, Jr. 


711 . 428/1261 

The Charge in Canada {Mayer) to the Secretary of State 

'So. 906 Ottawa, March 19, 1929. 

[Received March 21.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction No. 
476 of March 13, 1929, regarding seine fishing in the Missisquoi Bay 
section of Lake Champlain, in which the Legat ion is requested again 
to take up with the Canadian Government the matter of the ap- 
pointment in the near future of a joint fact-finding commission to 
investigate this fisheries question and to make recommendations 
regarding its solution. 

On February 27th the Under-Seci'ctary of State for Extei'ual Af- 
fairs was good enough to furnish the Legation with a copy of that 
Department’s instruction of the same date to the Honorable Vincent 
Massey, Canadian Minister at Washington, directing him to ascer- 


®* Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. ii, p. 41. 
See pp. 60 ff. 

See pp. 55 11. 
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tain whether the Government of the United States would be prepared 
to participate in a further conference between fully accredited rep- 
resentatives of the two governments, looking to a satisfactory solution 
of outstanding fishery questions. Mr. Massey was further instructed, 
in view of the approach of another fishing season, to endeavor to 
arrange ^^some date in March or early in Ai)ril as a suitable occasion 
for the convening of such a conference”. (A copy of the instruction 
is enclosed) 

I venture to enquire whether, in the circumstances, the Department 
still desires me to take up the Missisquoi Bay question separately 
with the Department of External Affairs. 

In this general relation I have the honor to inform the Department 
that the Canadian authorities still continue to express a lively interest 
in the status of the discussion of a treaty on the subject of the sockeye 
salmon question on the Pacific Coast. 

I have [etc.] Ferdinand Lathrop Mayer 


711.428/1261 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Canada {^Philliys) 

No. 493 Washington, March 29, 1929. 

Sir: Referring to a despatch from your legation No. 906 of March 
19, 1929, regarding seine fishing in the Missisquoi Bay section of Lake 
Champlain and the appointment in the near future of a joint fact- 
finding commission to investigate this fishery and make recommenda- 
tions regarding its solution, it is noted that further instructions are 
requested in the light of the request made by the Under Secretary of 
Stiite for External Affairs that a conference be held between repre- 
sentatives of the two Governments looking to a satisfactory solution 
of outstanding fishery questions between the two countries. 

It is the view of the Department, as expressed in previous instruc- 
tions, that progress can best be made in the practical solution of 
pending fisheries questions between the United States and Canada by 
taking up each case separately upon its individual merits. You will, 
therefore, please communicate with the Secretary of State for Ex- 
ternal Affairs, basing your representations upon the Department’s 
instructions Nos. 265 of May 9, 1928, and 476 of March 13, 1929. 

Please transmit to the Depaifment the reply of the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs as soon as you receive it. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

W. R. Castle, Jr. 


•• Not printed ; but see note No. 34, March 2, 1929, from the Canadian Minister, 
p. 74. 
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711.428/1269 

The Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Seeretary of State 

No. 923 Ottawa, April 4, 1929. 

[Beceived April 8.] 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s instruction No. 493 of March 29, 1929, regarding seine fishing 
in the Missisquoi Bay section of Lake Champlain, and to enclose a 
copy of a note dated April 3 which I have this morning presented 
personally to the Prime Minister.*® 

In my conversations with Mr. BZing I traced the history of the 
negotiations, cited all the arguments in connection therewith, and 
made a special request that the Canadian Government should now 
agree to the appointment of a fact-finding commission to investigate 
this whole question. I drew his attention to the note which the Lega- 
tion had presented to the Canadian Government a year ago, and to 
the nature of the Canadian reply. Furthermore, I reminded him 
that the only objection raised by the Government of the Dominion 
to the appointment of a fact-finding commission appeared to have 
been a preference that this question should bo dealt with in connec- 
tion with other outstanding fishery matters rather than by itself. 
However, I said, he would recollect that with the disposition of the 
halibut fishery situation in the Pacific imd the sockeye salmon in tlie 
Fraser Kiver, the Canadian Government had given evidence of a 
willingness to treat the fishery questions individually, and I ex- 
pressed the hope, therefore, that the Government would find it 
reasonable to pursue the same procedure in the Missisquoi case. 

Personally Mr. King seemed rather sympathetic with our point of 
view. He did not appear to have the facts of the matter in mind, but 
he assured me that he would look into it at once and send me a 
reply with the least possible delay. 

I have [etc.] Wihxjam: Piiiixips 


711.428/1282 

The Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

Octawa, Ax)ril 23, 1U29. 

[Beceived April 26.] 

Sib: I have the honor to refer to my confidential telegram No. 53 
of April 20, 12 noon,*® regarding seine fishing in the Missisquoi Bay 
section of Lake Champlain, and to enclose herewith a copy of a 
note, No. 38, of April 22, 1929 . . . 

I have [etc.] William Phiixips 


Not printed. 
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[Enclosure] 

The Canadian Secretary of State for Eneternal Affairs {Machensie 
King) to the American Minister {PhUlips) 

No. 38 Ottawa, April 22, 1929. 

SiK : I have the honour to acknowledge your note of April 3, 1929, 
No. 335, suggesting that in view of the fact that various specific 
questions affecting fisheries preservation in boundary waters are on 
the way to a settlement, the Government of the United States trusts 
that in these circumstances the Canadian Government would be pre- 
pared to join in the appointment of a joint fact-finding commission 
to investigate the Missisquoi Bay fishery question and to make recom- 
mendations regarding a solution. 

I have pleasure in stating that the Canadian Government accepts 
the proposal of a fact-finding commission, and will be prepared to 
discuss appropriate arrangements. In accepting the proposal, how- 
ever, it is desired to point out that, according to the information 
which has been conveyed to the competent Canadian department, in 
addition to the pickerel taken in the seines in Missisquoi Bay, large 
quantities of the more undesirable fish such as perch are taken, and 
that if the latter fish are not removed their ascendancy in the whole 
lake area might result in detriment to the pickerel fishery. It is also 
understood that in Lake Champlain waters fishing through the ice is 
carried on to an important extent, resulting in the capture of pickerel 
with detrimental I'esults. It is therefore considered that these points 
among others should be carefully inquired into by the proposed 
commission. 

Accept [etc.] W. L. Mackenzie King 


71 1.428/1 2S2 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Canada (JPhUlips) 

No. 561 Washington, June 19, 1929. 

SiK : Reference is made to your despatch No. 959 of April 23, 1929, 
regarding seine fishing in the Missisquoi Bay Section of Lake 
Champlain, with which you enclosed a copy of a note. No. 38, of 
April 22, 1929, from the Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
expressing the pleasure of the Canadian Government in stating that 
it accepts the proposal of a fact-finding commission and will be pre- 
pared to discuss appropriate arrangements. I am gratified to note 
that you have been successful in securing the agreement of the 
Canadian Government to discuss this question upon its individual 
merits. 

It is noted that the Canadian Government points out that in addi- 
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tion to the pickerel taken in seines in Missisquoi Bay, large quantities 
of the more undesirable fish such as perch are taken, and that, if the 
latter are not removed, their ascendancy in the whole lake area 
might result in detriment to the pickerel fishery. It is also noted 
that the Canadian Government understands that in Bake Champlain 
waters figbing through the ice is carried on to an important extent, 
resulting in the capture of pickerel with detrimental results. The 
suggestion of tlie Canadian Government that these points among 
others should be carefully inquired into by the proposed commission, 
is agreeable to this Government. Should any other international 
questions regarding game fishery conservation in Bake Champlain 
waters develop during the investigation, this Government will be 
pleased to receive recommendations from the commission regarding 
iheir solution. 

In agreeing to the broadened scope of the investigation, you will 
not fail to call to the attention of the Secretai-y of State for External 
Affairs, the original proposal of this Government set forth in instruc- 
tion No. 225 of May 8 [5], 1928,** which I understand is acceptable 
to the Canadian Government. 

This Government is prepared to designate Dr. John Van Oosten 
of the United States Bureau of Fisheries to cooperate with the repre- 
sentative of the Canadian Government in this investigation. Upon 
being informed of the official to be designated by the Canadian Gov- 
ernment, Dr. Van Oosten will be directed to communicate with the 
Canadian representative. 

Please communicate with the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs in the sense of the foregoing and transmit his reply as soon 
as it is received.*® 

I am [etc.] J. Reuben Cuabk, Jr. 


DISINCLINATION OP THE UNITED STATES TO ACCEPT CANADIAN 
PROPOSAL FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION OP FISHERIES QUESTIONS 

711 . 428/1267 

TTu, Oomioidw/n, Ministev (Massey) to the Secretary of State 

34 Washington, 2 March, 1929. 

Sm: It will he recalled that as a result of prolonged discussion a 
conference between repi^esentatives of Canada and the United States 
was held in Washington on the 26th. of February 1926, to discuss the 

“ Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n. p. 37. 

bis despatch No. 1148, September SO, 1929, the Minister In Canada reported 
that the Caimdian Government had selected James A. Rodd, director of fish cul- 
(711.^8/1326)*“*“^°“ Department of Fisheries, as the Cianadian representative 
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possibility of arranging a satisfactory settlement of the fisheries 
questions outstanding between the two countries.^^ It was agreed at 
that conference that the matters discussed would be further considered 
by the United States Government, following which a communication 
could be addressed to His Majesty’s Government in Canada. Up to 
the present no such conotmunication has been received by His Majesty’s 
Government in Canada. 

In view of the conditions under which the fisheries are conducted, 
it is inevitable that they should be a source of international difficulties 
unless a full and comprehensive agreement is reached as to the rights, 
privileges, and methods to be exercised by the vessels and nationals 
of each country. The desirability of reaching such an accord need 
not be emphasized. 

The fisheries of Canada and the United States are so intimately 
related that in certain instances they cannot be conserved and 
properly developed, except by co-operative action by the two coun- 
tries. A realization of this fact has already resulted in the Pacific 
Halibut Treaty.^® The more that is learned regarding the life his- 
tory of the different species of Pacific salmon, the clearer it is becom- 
ing that, — apart altogether from the Fraser river system, where the 
need for international action is recognised and a treaty to provide for 
it is being negotiated,*®— co-operative effort in extra-territorial waters 
is essential to the proper conservation and conduct of these fisheries. 
The development of quick freezing seems to leave no room for doubt 
that fresh fish, in as good condition as when it was removed from the 
water, can be economically sent, not only to all parts of this continent, 
but practically to all parts of the world. This must surely result in 
making the main problem for all concerned, in the very near future, 
one of obtaining adequate sup^dies, rather than of markets. 

That the pi'esent situation is unsatisfactory and is likely to lead to 
embarrassing difficulties is evidenced by the fact that on the Atlantic 
United States vessels are constantly applying for special privileges in 
waters and ports under the jurisdiction of the Government of Canada. 
Such privileges were, in fact, granted as a result of applications 
received through United States consular or other governmental offi- 
cials to some twenty-six United States vessels there in 1927. On the 
Pacific coast, notwithstanding repeated warnings, it recently became 
necessary to seize certain United States salmon trolling boats to pre- 
vent the unlawful use of Canadian ports. In protesting against these 
seizures the Association of Trolling Vessel Owners (a United States 

^ Corresprnidence not printed. ^ ^ . 

"See convention between the United States of America and Great Britain, 
signed at Washington, March 2, 1023, Foreign Relations, 1923, vol. i, p. 468; see 
also discussion of proposed convention to replace the same, antOj pp. 60 ff. 

" See pp. 55 ff. 
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organisation) stated, in substance, that the strict enforcement of 
ftfigting treaty requirements AfFould make it impossible for them to 
carry on their industry with success. 

It is equally evident that the termination of the privileges now 
granted to United States halibut vessels on the Pacific coast would 
have a most serious effect upon that industry. This fact has recently 
been made very clear by the statements of the United States Fishing 
Vessels Owners’ Association. On the other liand, the continuance of 
these privileges under existing conditions is for obvious reasons 
unsatisfactory to the Canadian fishing vessels there. 

It is tlie opinion of the Government of Canada that the problem 
of maintaining an adequate supply of marine products will shortly 
become the most important problem facing the industry in both coun- 
tries, though the question of reciprocal access to markets is a phase 
of the situation which appears to require consideration. 

I have the honour to state that I have been instructed to inform 
you that His Majesty’s Government in Canada, having regard to the 
importance from all standpoints of a satisfactory solution of out- 
standing fishery questions being found, and in consideration of the 
developments which have taken place since the previous conference in 
1926, desires to learn whether the Government of the United States 
would be prepared to participate in a further conference between 
fidly accredited representatives of the two governmeute. Keeping in 
view the approach of another fishing season, it is suggested that some 
date in March or early in April would be a suitable occasion for the 
convening of such a conference. 

I shall be glad if you will be good enough to inform me at any t'nrly 
date of the views on this question of the Government of the United 
States. 

I have [etc.] Vikcbnt Massey 


711.428/1257 

The Secretary of State to the Canadian Minister (Massey) 

Washington, April 3, 1929. 

Sin: I have the honor to refer to your note No. 34, dated March 2, 
and the Department’s acknowledgment of March 8, 1929,*’ in regard 
to the desire of your Government to learn whether the United States 
Government would be prepared to participate in a confci’cnco between 
representotives of the two Governments to discuss fisheries questions 
outstanding between the United States and Canada. 

As stated iu the Department’s note of March 8^ your note was 

"Department’s note of March 8, 1929, not printed. 
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brought to the attention of the appropriate authority of this Govern- 
ment, and a response dealing with this matter has now been received. 

It is the opinion of the competent authorities of this Government 
that the outstanding fisheries questions between the United States 
and Canada are essentially questions of the proper husbandry of 
the resources in international waters. Reference in this regard is 
made to the salmon fisheries situation in the Fraser River, which was 
dealt with in a treaty signed in this city on March 27 last,^ and to 
the matter of the halibut fishing industry, concerning which a new 
ti'eaty between the two Governments is now being negotiated with 
the view to placing further essential safeguards aromid that fishery 
to insure its maintenance. Mention should also be made of the 
Great Lakes fisheries which are seriously depleted and which must 
yield, sooner or later, to more centralized control if they are to be 
maintained. 

The agreements which have already been reached between Canada 
and the United States concerning the salmon and halibut fisheries 
have demonstrated the efficacy of dealing with single phases of the 
fisheries question independently. It is, therefore, deemed inadvis- 
able by the competent authorities of this Government to undertake 
a genei*al discussion of the fisheries situation pending the conclusion 
of the new treaty governing the halibut fishing industry which is 
now under consideration. I need hai’dly add, however, that this 
Government is entirely agreeable to undertaking concurrently with 
the consideration of the halibut treaty an independent discussion of 
the Great Lakes fisheries, or of similar phases of the fisheries question. 

Accept [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

W. R. Castue, Jr. 


*11.428/1283 

The Canadian Minister (Massey) to the Secretary of State 

No. 79 Washington, 6 May, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honour to refer to Mr. Castle’s note of April 3rd. 
1929 in regard to the proposal advanced in my note No. 34 of March 
2nd. 1929 that a conference should shortly be held to discuss the 
settlement of fisheries questions outstanding between Canada and the 
United States. 

It was stated in Mr. Castle’s note that the competent authorities 
^ Ante, p. 55. 

*®This note was acknowledged by the Department on August 7, 1929, with the 
statement that it had been brought to the attention of the appropriate authority 
of the Government (711.428/1283). 

*®See note of April 3, 1929, signed for the Secretary of State by Mr. Castle, 
supra. 
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of the United States Government considered that the outstanding 
fisheries questions between the two countries were essentially ques- 
tions of the proper husbandry of the resources in international waters, 
and the examples were cited of the recent treaty for the preservation 
of the Salmon fishery in the Fraser Kiver, and of the present nego- 
tiations concerning the North Pacific Halibut fishery; the advisability 
was also mentioned of steps being taken to preserve the Great Lakes 
fisheries. It was further stated that the United States Government, 
though entirely agreeable to undertaking an independent discus- 
sion of the Great Lakes fisheries or similar problems, deemed it 
inadvisable to undertake a general discussion of the fisheries situa- 
tirni until the new treaty was concluded governing the North Pacific 
halibut fishery. 

I have been instructed to represent that His Majesty’s Government 
in Canada are of the opinion that, to judge from the correspondence 
exchanged between the two Governments and from the nature of the 
Conference held at Washington on February 26th. 1926, the out- 
standing fisheries problems go beyond the scope of the proper hus- 
bandry of the' fisheries resources in the international waters in which 
the two countries are interested, important as this matter is. They 
further find it diflScult to understand in what manner the proposed 
treaty governing the North Pacific halibut fishery would be involved 
in the general discussion proposed, since it is understood that the two 
Governments, having accepted the recommendations of the Interna- 
tional Fisheries Commission, are already in full agreement o!i (he steps 
to be taken further to protect this fishery, and since the only reason for 
suggesting a treaty is that the United States Government have found 
it impossible to carry out these recommendations by other means. I 
have today addressed a note to you " urging on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Canada the advisability of rapidly concluding the negotia- 
tion of this treaty. 

His Majesty’s Government in Canada see no objection to under- 
taking at any time an independent discussion of the Great Lakes 
fisheries or of similar aspects of the fisheries question. They are 
prepared to begin such a discussion as soon as the negotiations con- 
cerning the halibut fishery have been concluded. They desire, how- 
ever, to suggest that the proposal also should then be revived for a 
conference on the outstanding fisheries questions generally, inasmuch 
as these questions extend beyond the problem of the husbanding of 
the resources in international waters. 

I have [e tc.] Vincent Massey 

^ Ante, p. 60. 
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SETTING UP OF AN INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE 

EFFECTS ON FISHERIES OP PROPOSED POWER DEVELOPMENT IN 

PASSAMAQUODDY BAY 

711.4216C78/1 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Gcmada {Phillips) 

No. 531 Washington, May 11, 1929. 

Sir : The Department has received your despatch No. 977 of May 
3, 1929,®^ in regard to a proposed power development in Passama- 
quoddy Bay by Dexter P. Cooper, Incorporated of Eastport, Maine. 
Reference in this regard is also made to a conference which took place 
in the Department on May 8, 1929, at which you were present, when 
Mr. Cooper, Governor Gardner and Senator Hale of Maine explained 
this project in detail. 

It appears that, since a part of the works of this proposed project 
are in Canada, Mr. Cooper and his associates formed a Canadian 
company, the Canadian Dexter P. Cooper Company, which received 
a charter from the Dominion Government on June 16, 1926. Under 
the terms of this charter, the construction of the works must be com- 
menced within three years from that date and be completed within 
another three years. Article 16 of the Company’s charter reads as 
follows : 

‘‘The powers conferred upon the Company by this Act shall not be 
exercisable until the Company has first submitted the plans showing 
such works, with a description of the proposed undertaking, to the 
Ministers respectively of Public Works, of Marine and Fisheries and 
of tlie Interior, at Ottawa, and has received the approval of each such 
Minister thereto, and until the Company has filed a duplicate of each 
in the office of tne registrar of deeds in the county in which the pro- 
posed works are to be constructed, nor until the Company’s under- 
taking, including the apportionment of power generated by the 
Company between the Dominion of Canada and the United States of 
America, shall have j3een approved and reported upon by the Inter- 
national Joint Commission and has received the assent of the Governor 
in Council, subject to such terms and conditions as the Governor in 
Council deems necessary or desirable in the public interest.” 

Mr. Cooper’s Company has taken steps to obtain the authorization 
of the competent authorities of the United States and the State of 
Maine to proceed with this work. Mr. Cooper states that on October 
19, 1928, application was made to the Federal Power Commission for 
a license to build these works. It is understood that before acting on 
this application, the Federal Power Commission referred the matter 

** Not printed. 
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to the War Department in order that it might receive an opinion from 
the Engineering Corps of that Department. 

The Department has been informally advised by Colonel Kobbins of 
the War Department that the studies of the Army engineers on the 
engineering aspects of this project have been completed and that a 
report is now being prepared for the Federal Power Commission. 
He stated that in this report the War Department will recommend 
favorably on the project, provided certain conditions are fulfilled 
including locks to take care of navigation and the posting of a bond 
to guarantee the completion of the works or to provide funds for 
their removal in the event the project should bo abandoned before 
completion. 

As stated in Mr. Cooper’s letter to you of April 27, 1929, his Com- 
pany has been xmable to commence actual construction work on this 
project because it has not yet obtained the final approval of the 
Canadian Departments specified in Article 16 of its Canadian charter 
quoted above. While actual construction has not been .started, Mr. 
Cooper states that a large amount of preliminary engineering work 
consisting of surveying the site of the proposed project, drilling 
operations to discover the nature of the terrain, laboratory tests of 
models and material and the preparation of plans have Iweu carried 
out. He states that his Company has expended moi’o than $:10(),000 
in this preliminary work. Realizing sometime ago it would firohably 
be impossible to obtain the final approval of the necessary Canadian 
Departments by June 15 next, the date on which \mder the Canadian 
charter construction must be started, Mr. Cooper a.skcd that the Cana- 
dian Government pass legislation to extend the period during which 
construction might be started for two years from the above-mentioned 
date. It is understood that a bill in this sense was introduced in the 
House of Commons this session but was defeated by a vote of 22 to 10 
in the Private Bills Committee of the House of Commons. 

Mr. Cooper has informed the Department that it is his under- 
standing that the principal objection to the Bill to extend the time 
during which construction might be started on this project <rame from 
fishery interests and the Department of Marine and Fisheries because 
of a fear that the project would prove detrimental to lislierit's in the 
Bay of Fundy. In this regard the Department has been informed 
by Mr. Henry O’Malley, United States Commi-ssioner of Fisheries, 
that a Sub-Committee of the North American Committee on Fi.slieries 
Investigation appointed to consider the jirobable effect of this project 
on the local fisheries, made the following report; 

“(a) That it is the opinion of the Sub-committee that if the pro- 
posed construction is caiTied out the Weir Fisheries for Herring will 
be eliminated inside the basins enclosed within the proposed dams. 
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“(J) That the information at present available is not sufficient to 
allow prediction of the effects to be expected upon the fisheries of the 
general region outside the dams.” 

This Sub-committee consisted of Messrs. Henry O’Malley and Henry 
B. Bigelow on the part of the United States and Messrs. W. A. Found 
and A. G. Huntsman on behalf of Canada. 

Mr. Cooper stated in the Department on May 8 that he would like 
very much to have the Canadian Parliament, before adjournment this 
year reconsider the Canadian Dexter P. Cooper Company Bill No. 73 
for the extension of the time to their charter. He added that inas- 
much as the fisheries question was ostensibly the cause of the Com- 
mittee’s refusing to grant this extension of time it would seem to be 
advisable that a Special Commission be appointed by the Canadian 
Government to go into this matter and to submit a report before 
December 1, 1929 ; Mr. Cooper stated that if such a Commission were 
appointed his Company would like to be represented on it. He added 
that if the Canadian Government did not look with favor upon the 
appointment of such a special Commission, the question might well be 
referred to the International Joint Commission. 

The Department desires that you take up Mr. Cooper’s case with 
the appropriate Canadian authorities and that you explain to them 
the status of the Company’s project in the United States, as outlined 
in the pi*eceding paragraphs. You should also inform the Canadian 
Government of the keen interest in this project of the Government of 
the State of Maine, as set forth at the conference in the Department 
recently by Governor Gardner and Senator Hale. It appears to the 
Department that this extension of time could be granted by the 
Canadian Parliament without committing itself in any way to the 
project, since the approval of three Canadian Departments must be 
obtained before construction can be started and an Order in Council 
must be passed authorizing the commencement of the work. In view 
of these safeguards, the Department finds it difficult to understand 
why the Canadian Government should be reluctant to grant this Com- 
pany additional time in which to prove its case. In view of the 
heavy expenditure which has already been made by Mr. Cooper’s 
Company, it would be an injustice for it to be deprived of this 
further opportunity to convince the Canadian Department of the 
feasibility of this project. 

You will submit a report of your representations to the Canadian 
Government on this subject at your early convenience. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State 

W- R. Castijb, Jr. 
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T11.4216C78/6 

The Minister in Canada (Phillips) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 997 Ottawa, May 16, 1929. 

[Eeceived May 20.] 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s instruction No. 531 of May 11th in regard to the proposed 
power development in Passamaquoddy Bay by Dexter P. Cooper, 
Incorporated, of Eastport, Maine. 

Immediately on receipt of this instruction I sought an interview 
with the Prime Minister, and yesterday, May 15th, I had a somewhat 
lengthy conversation with him on the subject. Believing that it 
would be desirable to leave with him a summary of the case, I 
handed to him at the end of my conversation an Aide Memoire which 
covered substantially the points raised in the Department’s instruc- 
tion under acknowledgment. I pointed out the interest of the state 
of Maine in this whole enterprise, as well as the appi'oval which the 
interested Departments of Government in Washington had already 
given it; that the Province of New Brunswick, in granting the 
charter, had very clearly expressed its approval, and tliat in these 
circumstances it would seem to be only just and fair to allow the 
interested Departments of the Canadian Government to expi'css their 
views. The extension of time which was now requested, I said, was 
really in the interests of the Canadian Government itself, and at the 
same time seemed fully justified in view of the heavy exj)enditure 
already incurred by the company. 

The Prime Minister at first expressed doubt as to whether a bill 
which had once been disapproved by the Parliamentary Committee 
on Bills could be brought up again at the present Session, and since 
the Committee had refused to grant the extension of time requested 
in the Dexter P. Cooper Company bill No. 73, he felt that it might 
be diflSicult for him to respond favorably to our request. However, 
I continued to press the matter, and Mr. King thereupon senit for a 
law officer of the House and asked him whether a bill which had once 
been disapproved by the Committee could be reintroduced at the 
present Session. The law officer advised the Prime Minister that 
while the bill itself could not in these circumstances come up for 
reconsideration by the Committee on Bills, there w'as notliing to 
prevent the House from giving consideration to the whole subject on 
a private motion. In other words, as the law officer explained, the 
Committee on Bills could not prevent the House from giving consid- 
eration to anything which it desired to consider. 

Mr. Bang concluded the interview by saying that the law officer’s 
opinion disposed of the objection which he had previously raised, 
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and he promised to give the matter prompt and careful consideration* 

In this connection I beg to enclose a copy of a communication from 
the American Consul at St. John, New Brunswick, dated May 10th, 
which is in reply to an inquiry which I had previously addressed to 
him with reference to the Passamaquoddy Bay power project. Mr. 
Wormuth’s letter is of such interest that it seems to me the Depart- 
ment would wish to have the information contained therein before it. 
Inasmuch as the Consul did not send duplicates of the newspaper 
clippings to which he referred, I am retaining them in the Legation 
files. 

I have [etc.] Wtoltam Fttilutps 


[Enclosure] 

The Consul at Saint John^ N. B. {Wormath) to the Mimster m 

Canada {PhUlvps) 

Sadstt Joh;it, N. B., May 10, 1929. 

Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
May 3, 1929 in reference to the Passamaquoddy Bay power project 
and the information available at this Consulate in reference thereto. 
In a general way, this j)roject allows the erection of dams for the 
purpose of utilizing the tides of the Passamaquoddy Bay for the 
purpose of developing hydro-electric power, the estimated expense of 
the project being approximately $100,000,000. 

I had the pleasure of attending a meeting of the Engineers’ Asso- 
ciation at Saint John about a year ago when it was addressed by 
Mr. Cooper and the project was explained by him in detail. The 
general impression among the engineers seemed to be that the project 
was unique but probably feasible. One of the questions seriously 
debated was whether the initial cost of the development would not be 
so great as to render the price of power sold too high to be profitable. 
Opinions seemed to be divided upon this point but Mr. Cooper 
maintained that the development would furnish cheap hydro-electric 
power for manufacturing industries in New England and New 
Brunswick. 

Discreet inquiries have been made as to the attitude of the public 
in Saint John on account of the refusal of the Dominion Government 
to extend the charter of the Cooper Company and the attitude of 
everyone except Connors Brothers seems to be favorable to the devel- 
opment. So far as the International Paper Co., an American con- 
cern which is developing 60,000 hydro-electric horse power at Gi'and 
Falls for manufacture of pulp and paper, and the New Brunswick 
Power Company, a branch of the Federal Light and Traction Com- 
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pany of New York City which develops electric power by a steam plant 
for purposes and the operation of the street railways of Saint 

John, are concerned, it is believed that their attitude is neutral. The 
New Brunswick and Maine legislatures have consented to the develop- 
ment. The Commissioner of the Board of Trade informed me that he 
was somewhat disappointed at the action of the Dominion Legislature 
in that an investigation had disclosed a reasonable expectation of 
obtaining cheap power from the Quoddy project, which would encour- 
age the development of manufacturing in New Brunswick. 

Geoffrey Stead, Chief Engineer of the Department of Public Works 
in this city, informed me personally that it would be carried out as 
he was interested from an engineering standi)oint and was inclined to 
believe the project feasible. The general attitude of the interested 
and understanding public seems to be that the Quodtiy project would 
be a most hopeful asset in the development of manufacturing industries 
in New Brunswick, and, of course, New England. 

The only decided objection to the project comes from two sources, 
one, Connors Bros, of Black’s Harbour who have the most imijortant 
sardine canning industry in New Brunswick and who export to many 
foreign countries, and the fishermen genenilly in the vicinity of 
Passamaquoddy Bay. The second objection comes from the Canadian 
Pacific Eailway, who own the Algonqiiin Hotel at St. Andrews, N. B. 
in the vicinity of Passamaquoddy Baj'. 

The important objection is that of the fishing industry, especially 
Connors Bros. Their objection is based upon the opinion of Dr. 
Huntsman, who is the director of the Atlantic Biological Station at 
St. Andrews, N. B. and who expresses the, belief tliat the sardine, 
fisheries of Passamaquoddy Bay depend for their value ui)ou the 
constant mixing of the waters caused by the tides which brings food 
for the sardines to the surface and that the erection of the. dam would 
change conditions particularly above the dam to such an extent as 
to destroy or greatly impair the value of Passamuqtaiddy Bay ns 
a home for the sardine. He also believes that the Quoddy project 
would result in the formation of ice above the dam, thus interfering 
with navigation, and resulting in a climatic change, which would 
tend to impair the value of this section as a summer resort. This 
opinion of Dr. Huntsman explains the attitude of the Canadian 
Pacific Eailway on account of the loss of custom which they fear will 
result to the Algonquin Hotel, one of their leading Canadian summer 
hotels. Several articles of Dr. Huntsman appearing in the T elvrjraph- 
Xoumal during 1928 are herewith transmitted as indicating his posi- 
tion in the matter and also giving a general review of the Quoddy 
project. 

The Cooper Company have great difiiculty in estimating the dam- 
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age, if any, that would occur to the fisheries below the dam. The 
company claims that the mixing of the waters below the dam would 
not be affected and that the sole damage would occur to the fisheries 
above the dam and that this damage could be readily estimated. 

It is reliably reported that Dexter Cooper has stated that he 
would go ahead with that portion of his project which involved 
only the American waters and would result in a fractional develop- 
ment of the tidal power at the mouth of the St. Croix River, no mat- 
ter what action was taken by the Dominion Government. Such a de- 
velopment would probably furnish whatever power was necessary 
for American industry on the American side of the St. Croix but 
would be of little or no benefit to Canadian industry. If the Ameri- 
can side only were developed it would be difficult at a subsequent time 
to develop the entire project as at present contemplated, inasmuch 
as certain dams would have to be removed and rebuilt, resulting in an 
initial expense too great probably to insure a profitable return. 

The present development of hydraulic resources of the Province 
of New Bx’unswick is probably ample to supply the present market 
for power and a clipping from the Financial Post of November 18, 
1927, is herewith enclosed as giving a fairly accurate survey of condi- 
tions in the Province. The future development of manufacturing 
industries in this Province, however, necessarily depends upon cheap 
power and the situation is briefly this, that people interested in the 
kiture of New Brunswick trust that the Quoddy project would by 
furnishing cheap power induce American capital and capital from 
other parts of Canada to locate in New Brunswick and establish 
manufacturing industries. 

This surve}^ is, of course, rather hastily compiled and a discreet 
inquiry has been made of our consul at St. Stephen for such infor- 
mation as may be at his disposal, and from other sources, which will 
be forwarded as soon as received. 

I have [etc.] Eomeyn Wormuth 


711.4216C78/9 

The Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 1015 Ottawa, June 1, 1929. 

[Keceived June 5.] 

Sir: Referring to tlie Legation’s telegram No. 106 of June 1, 4 
p. m. in regard to the proposed power development in Passama- 
quoddy Bay by the Dexter P. Cooper Company, Incorporated, of 

Not printed. 
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Eastport, Maine, I have the honor to report that I am in receipt of 
a note verbale from the Secretary of State for External Affairs on 
this subject. 

I have [etc.] William Piiillifs 


[Enclosure] 

The OaTiadian Secretary of State for External Affairs {Mackenzie 
King) to the American Minister {Phillips) 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs presents his compli- 
ments to the Minister of the United States and, with reference to his 
Note Verbale of the 15th May, 1929,®® regarding the proposed power 
development in Passamaquoddy Bay by the Canadian Dexter P. 
Cooper Company, has the honour to request him to convey to his 
Government the following views taken on this subject by the Govern- 
ment of the Dominion of Canada. 

The Act of the Canadian Parliament incorporating the Canadian 
Dexter P. Cooper Company, which was assented to on the 15th 
June, 1926, provided as follows in Section 14: 

The construction of the works of the company shall be commenced 
within three years and completed within six years after the passing 
of this Act, otherwise the powers hereby granted shall cease as 
respects so much of the said works as then remains uncompleted. 

It was further provided that the powers conferred upon the Company 
by the Act in question should not be exercisable until the plans of 
the Company had received the approval of the Ministers of Public 
Works, of Marine and Fisheries and of the Interior, and until certain 
undertakings had been given and approved. 

During the current session of Parliament the promoters of the 
project secured the introduction by a private member of a Bill 
extending for two years the period in which construction might 
be begun. The Bill was refeiTed to the Private Bills Committee, 
which held extensive hearings and reported against the proposed 
extension by a vote of twenty -two to ten. The action of the Com- 
mittee was based largely on evidence i^resented of the serious effect 
of the proposed works on the fisheries in the Bay of Fundy. In 
this connection it may be noted that the Sub-Committee of tlie North 
American Committee on Fisheries Investigation, after, as has been 
indicated in the Note Verbale under reference, stating its opinion that 
if the proposed construction was carried out the Weir Fisheries 
for Herring inside the dams would be almost wholly eliminated, 

“ Presumably the aide-memoire referred to in despatch No. 997, May 16, 1929 
^pra; apparently no copy of this aide-memoire was transmitted to the 
Department, 
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reported that while it recognized that the effects on the fisheries out- 
side the dams predicted in the report on the subject presented by 
Dr. A. G- Huntsman, a member of the Sub-Committee, might follow, 
it was not prepared as a whole to forecast whether these results 
would or would not follow, believing that a fuller investigation 
was needed. 

The suggestion in the Note Yerbale from the Minister of the 
United States that before adjournment the Canadian Parliament 
might reconsider the application of the Company for extension of 
time has received careful consideration. It is regretted that after 
a careful review of all the circumstances it does not appear that 
this procedure would be feasible. It may be pointed out, however, 
that while a failure to commence construction of the works within 
three years involves cessation of the powers conferred by Chapter 
23 of 16-17 George V as respects so much of the works as remains 
uncompleted, the corporate existence of the company is untouched 
by the provisions of the Section. The Company continues to be an 
actual and existing corporation, capable of carrying out all its cor- 
porate powers save the power of proceeding with the construction 
of the works. The powers as to construction conferred by the Act 
may be revived by Parliament should such a course appear to be 
warranted in the light of subsequent information. 

In view of the importance of the fisheries aspect of the question, 
which is recognized in the Note Yerbale from the Minister, the Cana- 
dian Government would be prepared to authorize the Department 
of Marine and Fisheries to continue the consideration of the effect 
of the proposed works on the fisheries, and to cooperate for this pur- 
pose with the United States authorities through the Sub-Committee 
of the North American Committee on Fisheries Investigation or 
such other agency as may be found most suitable. In the event of 
such further consideration indicating that the objections based on 
these grounds had not been substantiated, it would be open to any 
member of the House of Commons to introduce at a subsequent ses- 
sion a Bill to revive the powers granted to the Company. 

Ottawa, 1 June, 1929. 


711.4216C78/20 

The Minister in* Canada {Phillips') to the Secretary of State 

[Extract} 

No. 1135 Ottawa, September 20, 1929. 

[Received September 25.] 
Sir: Referring to the Department’s instruction No. 583 of July 8, 
1929,“ in regard to the proposed power development in Passama- 


■ ••Not printed. 
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quoddy Bay by Dexter P. Cooper, Incorporated, of Eastport, Maine, 
I have the honor to report that I am in receipt of a note verhale from 
the Department of External Affairs conveying the decision of the 
Canadian Government in the matter. 

I have [etc.] Wuxiam Phiixups 


[Enclosure] 

The Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs {Machenzie 
King) to the American Minister {Phillips) 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs presents his compli- 
ments to the Minister of the United States and with further I'cfer- 
ence to the note of the 15th May, 1929, from the Honourable William 
Phillips, regarding the proposed power development in Passama- 
quoddy Bay by the Canadian Dexter P. Cooper Company, has the 
honour to invite attention to the meeting of the Sub-Committee of 
the North American Committee on Fisheries Investigation which was 
held at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, on the 23rd and 24th July last, 
with a view to determining what further investigation would likely 
be needed to demonstrate, as far as such demonstration is possible 
without constructing the dams themselves, what the effect of the 
proposed power development would be on the fisheries of that region. 

It may be recalled that on the 22nd March, 1929, the Sub-Committee 
had submitted a report in which the belief was expressed that a fuller 
investigation was needed. They now report, as a result of their sub- 
sequent conference at St. Andrews, that in their opinion such fuller 
investigation, likely to provide the soundest basis that can bo i^eached 
for forecasting the effects, should be, for the first year at least, along 
certain lines which they describe; that this description deals with 
such complex problems that the investigation can be propeidy carried 
out only by a highly trained and experienced personnel and will 
require at least two years of field observations; that ovea then it is 
recognized that the construction of the dams is the only decisive way 
to determine their effects. 

According to our information, the total cost of carrying out tlic 
investigation is roughly estimated at $45,000. per annum. 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs has the honour to 
state that in the opinion of the Canadian authorities it is desirable, 
in view of the interest of both countries in the fisheries of that region 
that such an investigation, if approved, should be carried out by the 
joint efforts and at the joint expense of both Governments. To that 
end, it is suggested that a Commission or Committee consisting of not 
more than two or three representatives from each country be given 
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authority to ari*ange for the carrying out of the work, to employ such 
assistance as may be necessary etc., and to consider and agree upon 
the results thereof. 

If this course is acceptable to the Government of the United States 
and they are prepared to have the work started as soon as possible, the 
Canadian Government desire to state that no time will be lost in 
naming their representatives on the proposed Committee.®’' 

Ottawa, 20 September, 1929. 


UNPERFECTED CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 

CANADA FOR THE PRESERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE 

NIAGARA FALLS, AND PROTOCOL, SIGNED JANUARY 2, 1929 

711.421CNi/208a 

The Secretary of State to President Ooolidge 

The President : With a view to their transmission to the Senate 
to receive the advice and consent of that body to ratification, the 
undersigned, the Secretary of State, has the honor to lay before the 
President a Convention between the United States and His Majesty 
the King of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, Empei'or of India, for the Preservation and Im- 
provement of the Scenic Beauty of the Niagara Palls and Rapids, 
concluded at Ottawa on January 2, 1929, and a Protocol signed on 
the same day. 

In relation to the Convention, the undersigned respectfully submits 
a report, as follows: 

Pursuant to correspondence exchanged between the Department 
of State and the British Embassy at Washington,®® there was estab- 
lished in 192G a Special International Niagara Board to study and 
report upon questions relating to the Niagara Falls and the Niagara 
River.®® 


"The American members of the Commission were appointed according to an 
act of Congress approved June 9, 1930 (see the Report by International Passa^ 
maquoddy Fisheries Cormnission^ printed as House Document No. 300, 73d Cong. 
2d sess.). The findings of the Commission were that — 

‘*1. The weir fisheries for young herring inside the hays which produce 2.5 
percent of the total annual catch would be very greatly reduced by the construc- 
tion of the dams, . 

2. Without further investigation, which the Commission is not in the existing 
circumstances in a position to conduct, the extent of the effect upon the fisheries 
outside of the passages to the bay by the Cooper dams cannot be foretold.” 

“Not printed. „ . , ^ ^ 

See The Preservation of Niagara Falls, Final Report of the Special Inter- 
national Niagara Board (Ottawa, F. A. Aclaiid, 1930), pp. 3—4; also S. Doe. 
128, 71st Cong,, 2d sess., The Preservation and Improvement of the Scenic Beauty 
of the Niagara Falls and Rapids (Washington, Government Printing Ofilce, 
1931), pp. 15-17. 
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With a view to determining how the scenic beauty of the ITiagara 
Falls and rapids could be best maintained and by what means and 
to what extent the impairment of the falls by erosion or otherwise 
might be overcome, the Special International Niagara Board was 
asked more specifically to inquire into and report upon the following 
questions : 

{a) Whether and to what extent the scenic beauty of Niagara 
Falls has been, is being, or is likely in the future to be adversely 
affected by erosion or otherwise. 

(5) Whether any ascertained or prospective impairment of the 
scenic beauty of the Falls can be remedied or prevented, and, if so, 
by what measures or works. 

(o) What would be the character, general location, sequence of 
construction, and cost of any works required. 

{d) Upon the carrying out of the proposals of the Board under 
the foregoing paragraphs, what would be the flow of water required 
to preserve the scenic beauty of the Falls and River. 

(e) What flow may be expected in the Niagara River from time 
to time, taking into consideration the conditions, including climatic 
changes, affecting the lake levels and the outflow of the lakes. 

(/) What quantity of water might, consistently with the complete 
preservation of the scenic beauty of the Falls and River, be permitted 
to be diverted from the latter temporarily or permanently. 

(y) From what sections of the River would it be proper to permit 
any diversions not already provided for by treaty, and to what extent 
might additional diversions be permitted in each of these sections. 

The Board was instructed 

(a) Not to make a i-ecommendation as to the apportioiunent of 
any additional water available for diversion. 

(5) To make such progress reports as may be appropriate, and to 
complete its inquiry as expeditiously as practicable. 


On December 14, 1927, the Special International Niagara Board 
submitted an interim report in which it recommended the early con- 
struction of works at the United States flank of the Horseshoe Falls, 
at the Canadian flank of the Horseshoe Falls, and in the Chippewa 
Grass Island Pool. A printed copy of the Board’s report is at- 
teched.«® The works recommended for the United States flank and 
the Canadian flank of the Horseshoe Falls were to consist of excava- 
tions and the construction of submerged weirs for the purpose of 
re-watermg the two flanks of the Horseshoe Falls. The works in 
the Chippewa Grass Island Pool were to consist of the construction 
of a submerged weir for the purpose of raising the level of the Grass 
island Pool so as to tlmow more water against the head of Goat 
Island. Th e results which the Board anticipated from the construe- 
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tion of the works on the two flanks of the Horseshoe Falls were the 
insurance at all seasons of an unbroken crest line from shore to shore, 
the maintenance of the present blended green and white color effects 
of the Horseshoe Falls and in a measure a modification of the rate 
of erosion in the bend of the Horseshoe Falls. The works in Grass 
Island Pool would insure an adequate flow in the American rapids 
and Falls and by the Three Sister Islands. 

In a letter dated April 9, 1928, (a copy of which is attached)®^ 
signed jointly in behalf of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario and the Niagara Falls Power Company of New York, and 
addressed to the Special International Niagara Board, the Commis- 
sion and the Company submitted drawings showing proposed works 
in the Niagara River which were calculated to conform to the recom- 
mendations of the Board made in its interim report of December 
14, 1927. A description of the proposed works and estimates of the 
cost of construction accompanied this joint letter to the Board. The 
Commission and the Comxoany jointly offered to construct at their 
own expense the initial remedial works shown on the drawings sub- 
mitted by them, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Detailed plans, designs, methods of construction and sequence 
of operations will be prepared by the Commission and the Company 
and submitted to the Board for its approval within three months 
after notice of acceptance of this proposal. Modification of details, 
as the work progresses will be made as directed by the Board. 

2. The Board will use its best efforts to assist the Commission and 
the Company to obtain from all Governmental authorities, whose 
consent is required by law, the necessary permits for the construction 
of the proposed works. 

3. Construction of the proposed works on the flanks of the Horse- 
shoe Falls will be commenced not later than ninety days after receipt 
by the Commission and the Company of the approval of the Board 
and all other Governmental authorities, and, subject to any interrup- 
tion occasioned by Governmental authority, will be completed within 
two years after commencement, except for such reasonaole extensions 
of time as may be granted by the Board. 

4. Construction of the proposed weir in the Grass Island Pool will 
be commenced at such time as may be directed by the Board after 
completion of the works on the flanks of the Horseshoe Falls and 
after receipt by the Commission and the Company of the approval 
of the designs of the weir by the Board and all Governmental 
authorities, and, subject to any interruption occasioned by Govern- 
mental authority, will be completed within two years after com- 
mencement, except for such reasonable extensions of time as may be 
granted by the Board. 

5. To permit observation of the effects of remedial works, after a 


•^Printed in Convention and Protocol Between Canada and the United States 
Regarding tJie Niagara Palls and the Niagara River , signed at Ottawa, Jan- 
uary S, 1929 (Ottawa, P. A. Acland, 1929), p. 11. 
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substantial beginning shall have been made upon the works on the 
flanks of the Horseshoe Falls, the amount of water which, under 
the International Treaty, may be diverted for power purposes from 
the Niagara Fiver above the Falls on each side of the river shall be 
increased by an amount not exceeding in the aggregate a daily diver- 
sion at the rate of 10,000 cubic feet of water per second during the 
non-tourist season from October 1st to March 31st, inclusive, yearly. 

6. The Board shall have complete supervision and control over the 
additional waters permitted to be diverted, with power to diminish 
or suspend such additional diversions. 

7. It is understood that diversions for observation purposes, re- 
ferred to under section (6) hereof, shall be discontinued upon six 
months’ notice given by uie Government to the Commission and the 
Company after a period of not less than ten years from the date of 
authorization. 

8. The construction of the works hei-ein specified shall not Ik; 
considered as effecting any change in the existing ownership of or 
title to those parts of tlve bed of the Niagara River tipon which they 
have been constructed. 


In a report dated May 3, 1928, (a copy of which is enclosed)®* which 
the Special International Niagara Board addressed to the Secretary 
of State of the United States and the Minister of the Interior of 
Canada, the Board referred to the letter of April 9, 1928, from the 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario and the Niagara Falls 
Power Company and stated that works which the Commis.sion and 
the Company offered to build were those recommended by the Board 
in its interim report. The Board stated furthoi-, tliat if c<)n.structed 
according to the general plans which accompanied the Joint letter, 
modified in detail during construction to secure the effects desired, t he 
works would materially improve pi’esent scenic conditions and would 
demon^rate beyond doubt whether the normally injurious effects 
of additional diversions for power purposes could bo neutralized by 
the use of such works. The Board recommended that tlie joint 
proposal of the Commission and the Company to construct the i-eme- 
dial works should be accepted subject to the following comlitions and 
understandings : 


1. Detailed Plans, designs, methods of construction and secuience 
of operations shall be prepared by the Commission and the Company 
and submitted to the Board for its approval within three months 
alter notice of acceptance of this proposal. Modification of details 
progresses, shall be made as directed by the Board. 

Dominion Company shall secure from all Federal, 

Provincial authorities, whose consent is re- 
quired by law, tlm necessary permits for the construction of the 

misSo^n Board will use its best efforts to assist the Com- 

mission and the Company in obtaining the said permits. 

etc” CJ-oaventioa and Protocol Between Canada and the United States, 
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3. Construction of the proposed works on the flanks of the Horse- 
shoe Falls shall be commenced not later than ninety days after receipt 
by the Commission and the Company of the approval of the Board 
and all other governmental authorities, and, subject to any inter- 
ruption occasioned by governmental authority, shall be completed 
within two years after commencement, except for such reasonable 
extensions of time as may be granted by the Board. 

4. Construction of the proposed weir in the Grass Island Pool 
shall be commenced at such time as may be directed by the Board 
after completion of the works on the flanks of the Horseshoe Falls 
and after receipt by the Commission and Company of the api;)roval 
of the designs of the weir by the Board and all governmental authori- 
ties, and, subject to any interruption occasioned by Governmental 
authority, shall be completed within two years after commencement, 
except for such reasonable extensions of time as may be granted by 
the Board. 

5. To permit observation of the effects of remedial works, after a 
substantial beginning shall have been made upon the works on the 
flanks of the Horseshoe Falls the amount of water which under the 
International Treaty may be diverted for power purposes from the 
Niagara River above the Falls on each side of the river shall be 
increased by an amount not exceeding in the aggregate a daily 
diversion at the rate of 10,000 cubic feet of water per second during 
the non-tourist season from October 1st to March 31st, inclusive, 
yearly. 

6. The Board shall have complete supervision and control over the 
additional waters permitted to be diverted, with power to diminish 
or suspend such additional diversions. 

7. It, upon completion of said remedial works, the withdrawal of 
the additional 20,000 cubic feet per second or some part thereof shall 
not, in the opinion of the Board, appreciably affect the scenic value 
of the falls and the integrity of the river, it is understood that diver- 
sions for observation purposes, referred to under Section (5) hereof, 
may be continued only so long, not exceeding seven years from date 
of beginning field construction, as may be necessary to enable nego- 
tiations to be undertaken and concluded for the modification of the 
present International Treaty so as to permit permanent additional 
diversions of such amount as may then be agreed upon. 

8. After construction of the works herein specified, they shall be 
considered as parts of the bed of the Niagara River and subject to 
the same ownership and control as those parts of the river in which 
they have been constructed. 

According to the Boundary Waters Treaty between the United 
States and His Majesty’s Government concluded January 11, 1909, 
the diversion within the State of New York of the waters of the 
Niagara River above the Falls of Niagara for power ]inrposes not 
exceeding in the aggregate a daily diversion of 20,000 cubic feet of 
water per second is permissible. Under the Treaty mentioned the 
diversion within the Province of Ontario not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate a daily diversion of 36,000 cubic feet of water per second is per- 
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missible. Tbe proposals of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission 
of Ontario and the Niagara Falla Power Company contemplate a 
diversion at the rate of 10,000 cubic feet of water per second from 
the Niagara River above the Falls on each side of the International 
Boundary in excess of the amount of water which it is j)crmissible 
under the Treaty of J anuary 11, 1909, to divert. 

Representatives of the Canadian Government visited Washington 
on November 12 to 14 last, when a draft of a convention and Protocol 
to give effect to the recommendations of the Special International 
Niagara Board was tentatively agreed upon. With a note dated 
December 3 the Canadian Minister at Washington formally submit- 
ted to the Department of State a draft of a convention and protocol, 
and stated that the Canadian Government was prepared to si^i the 
convention and protocol in the form submitted.®* The draft of con- 
vention and draft of protocol were referred to the Secretary of War, 
who informed the undersigned that he regarded them as satisfactory 
and that he deemed it desirable that the convention be concluded and 
the protocol signed. 

In pursuance of the authority conferred by the President upon the 
American Minister at Ottawa and the authority conferred upon the 
Prime Minister and Secretery of State for External Affairs of Can- 
ada by His Britannic Majesty, the Convention and Protocol were 
signed by them on January 2, 1929. 

Respectfully submitted, B'rakk B. KEi.ix>aa 

Washington, Januarjr 16, 1929. 

[Euclosure] 

Contention cmd Protocol Between the United JSt cites and Canada for 
the Preservation and Improvement of the Niaf/ara Falls^ Blgned at 
Ottawa^ January 19W 

The President of the United States of America ; 

And His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, 

Considering that a Special International Niagara Board was 
established in 1926 by the Government of the United States and the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada to study and submit to tlie 
two Governments a rei:>ort upon certain questions relating to tlic 
Niagara Falls and the Niagara River, more particularly the (|uestions 
how the scenic beauty of the Niagara Falls and Rapids could be best 
maintained, by what means and to what extent the impairment 
thereof by erosion or otherwise might be overcome and prevented, 

®Not printed. 

** Submitted to tbe Senate January 16, 1920. No final action by tire Senate. 
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and what quantity of water might consistent therewith he diverted 
from the river above the Falls ; 

And that on the fourteenth day of December, 1927, the said 
Special International Niagara Board submitted to the two Govern- 
ments an interim report recommending the construction of certain 
works in the Niagara River for preserving and improving the scenic 
beauty of the Falls and Rapids; 

And considering that Article 5 of the treaty with respect to the 
boundary waters between the United States and Canada, concluded 
between the United States of America and His Majesty, on January 
11th, 1909, limits the quantity of water which may be withdrawn 
from the Niagara River above the Falls; 

And that the Special International Niagara Board considers it 
desirable to make temporary diversions of water from the Niagara 
River above the Falls in excess of those permitted by Article 6 of the 
treaty of 1909, as a means of observing and testing the eflS.cacy of 
the proposed works under widely varying conditions ; 

Have deemed it necessary to preserve and improve the scenic 
beauty of the Niagara Falls and Rapids, and to that end to adopt 
the recommendations of the said Special International Niagara Board, 
and have resolved to conclude a Convention, and for that purpose 
have appointed as their respective Plenipotentiaries : 

The Pi-esident: The Honourable William Phillips, Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America 
to Canada; and 

His Britannic Majesty, for the Dominion of Canada: The Right 
Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie King, Prime Minister and 
Secretary of State for External Affairs; 

Who, after having communicated to one another their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles : 

Abtiolb I 

The High Contracting Parties agree that remedial works shall be 
constructed in the Niagara River above the Niagara Falls, designed 
to distribute the waters of the river so as to ensure at all seasons 
unbroken crestlines on both the American and the Canadian Falls 
and an enhancement of their present scenic beauty, 

AimcnB H 

Concurrently with the construction and tests of the remedial works 
and as a temporary and expeiimental measure, diversions of the 
waters of the Niagara River above the Falls from the natural course 
and stream thereof additional to the amounts specified in Article 5 
of the Boiuidary Waters Treaty of January 11th, 1909, may be per- 
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mitted to the extent and subject to the conditions hereinafter 
provided : 

(1) The additional diversions shall be |>ermitted only within the 
period beginning each year on the first day of October and ending 
on the thirty-first day of March of the following year, both dates 
inclusive. 

(2) The additional diversion to be permitted within the State of 
New York shall not exceed in the aggregate a daily diversion at the 
rate of ten thousand cubic feet of water per second. 

(3) The additional diversion to be permitted within the Province 
of Ontario shall not exceed in the aggregate a daily diversion at the 
rate of ten thousand cubic feet of water per second. 

(4) The provisions of this Article shall terminate seven years from 
the date of the initial additional diversion authorized under this 
Convention. 

Abticjjb III 

The present Convention shall be ratified by the President of United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof and by His Britannic Majesty in accordance with constitu- 
tional practice. The ratifications shall l»o exchanged at Ottawa as 
soon as possible and the Convention shall take effect on the date of 
the exchange of ratifications. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed 
this Convention in duplicate and have hereto aflixed their seals. 

Done at Ottawa on the second day of Januai'y in the year of Our 
Lord One Thousand Nino Hundred and Twenty-Nine. 

[seal] WiOJ/VM PllIULTPS 

[seal] W. Ij. Mackenzie Kino 

PROTOCOL 

At the moment of signing the Convention between tlie United 
States of America and His Britannic Majesty for maintaining the 
scenic beauty of the Niagara Falls and Rapids in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Special International Niagara Board in 
its interim report dated the 14th day of December 1927, as referred 
to in the preamble to the Convention, tlie undersigned Plenipoten- 
tiaries have agreed as follows : 


I 

The construction of the remedial woi’ks contemplated in the 
Board’s mterim report and authorized in Article I of the Convention, 
the provision for the cost and for the control thereof, as well as the 
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control of the diversions of water authorized in Article II of the 
Convention shall be carried out in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Special International Niagara Board as set forth in its 
report dated the Srd day of May 1928, forwarding to the two Gov- 
ernments a joint proposal, dated the 9th clay of April 1928, made by 
the Niagara Falls Power Company of Niagara Falls, New York, and 
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario, which report and 
proposal are set out in the annex hereto. 

[seal] WriiTiiAM Phiixips 

[sEAii] W. L. Mackenzie King 


DISINCLINATION OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO CONSENT 
THAT THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION RECONSIDER THE 
MATTER OF THE APPORTIONMENT OP THE WATERS OF THE ST. 
MARY AND MILK RIVERS 

711.4216Sa22/105 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Canada {Phillips) 

No. 16 Washington, July 26, 1927. 

Sir : By an Order of October 4, 1921, a copy of which is enclosed,®® 
the International Joint Commission, px'ovided for the measurement 
and apportionment of the \vaters of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers 
and their tributaries in the United States and Canada. Under para- 
graph I (&) of the Order Canada is accorded a prior appropriation 
of 500 cubic feet i^er second of the water of the St. Mary River. 
Paragraph I (S) reads as follows: 

“(&) During the irrigation season when the natural flow of the St. 
Mary River at the point where it crosses the international boundary 
is more than six hundred and sixty -six (666) cubic feet per second 
Canada shall be entitled to a prior appropriation of five hundred 
(500) cubic feet per second, and the excess oyer six hundred and sixty- 
six (666) cubic feet per second shall be divided equally between the 
two countries.” 

Paragraph II (&) applies the same rule of apportionment to the 
Milk River the prior appropriation of 500 cubic feet in this instance 
being accorded to the United States. 

The Order of October 4, 1921 is based upon Article VI of the 


See International Joint Commission, United States and Canada, In the 
Matter of the Measurement and Apportionment of the Waters of the St. Mary 
and Milh Rivers and Their Ti'ihutaries in the United States and Canada, Under 
Article VI of the Treaty of January 11, 1909, Between the United States and 
Great Britain. Order, Ottawa, October 4, 1921; Recommendations, Ottatva, 
October 6, 1921 (Washington, Government Printing Ofidee, 1923). 
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Boundary Waters Treaty signed by the United States and Great 
Britain on January 11 , 1909/® That Article reads: 

“The High Contracting Parties agree that the St* Mary and Milk 
Rivers and their tributaries (in the State of Montana and the Prov- 
inces of Alberta and Saskatchewan) are to be treated as one stream 
for the purposes of irrigation and power, and the waters thereof 
shall be apportioned equally between the tw’o countries, but in mak- 
ing such equal apportionment more than half may be taken from 
one river and less than half from the other by either country so as 
to afford a more beneficial use to each. It is further agreed that in 
the division of such waters during the irrigation season, between the 
1st of April and 31st of October, inclusive, annuallv, the United 
States is entitled to a prior appropriation of 500 cubic feet per second 
of the waters of the Milk River, or so much of such amount as consti- 
tutes three-fourths of its natural flow, and that Canada is entitled to 
a prior appropriation of 600 cubic feet per second of the flow of St. 
Mary River, or so much of such amount as constitutes three-fourths 
of its natural flow. 

“The channel of the Milk River in Canada nuiy be used at the 
convenience of the United States for the conveyance, while passing 
through Canadian territory, of waters diverted from the St. Mary 
River. The provisions of Article II of this treaty shall apply to any 
injury resulting to property in Canada from the conveyance of such 
waters through the Milk River. 

“The measurement and apportionment of the water to be used by 
each country shall from time to time be made jointly by the properly 
constituted reclamation officei's of the United States and tlie properly 
constituted irrigation officers of His Majesty under the direction of 
the International Joint Commission.’^ 

In the view of the Government of the United States, Article VI 
of the Boundary Waters Treaty primarily contemplates an equal 
division of the waters of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers between the 
two countries. Under the Order of October 4, 1921, when the total 
flow of the St. Mary River at the International Boundary is 800 
cubic feet per second Canada receives 66Y cubic feet and the United 
States 233 cubic feet; when the total flow is 1,000 cubic feet per second 
Canada receives 667 cubic feet and the United States 333 cubic feet; 
and when the total flow is 2,000 cubic feet Canada receives 1167 
cubic feet and the United States 833 cubic feet. It is apparent, 
therefore, that an equal division of the water is not effected by the 
Order of October 4, 1921. I have, therefore, brought these views to 
the attention of the Chairman of the American Section of tlie Inter- 
national Joint Commission and have requested that the matter be 
reopened and a new order issued which will secure the e<|ual appor- 
tionment contemplated by the Treaty. 

I have suggested that the intent of the Treaty would be carried 
out if the Order of October 4, 1921, should be modified by the sub- 

^ Foreign Relations, 1910, pp. 532, 635. 



CAliTABA 


99 


stitution of a paragraph somewhat as follows, for paragraph I (&) 
of that Order and of a corresponding paragraph for paragraph 
II (&) : 

^‘During the irrigation season when the natural flow of the St. 
Mary River at the point where it crosses the international boundary 
is more than six hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds (666-2/3) 
cubic feet per second, Canada shall be entitled to and shall be appor- 
tioned five hundred (600) cubic feet per second, and all excess over 
and above such amount shall be allotted to the United States until 
it shall have received five hundred (500) cubic feet per second; and 
when both countries shall have received such equal amount, the flow 
in excess of one thousand (1000) cubic feet per second shall be 
divided equally between the two countries.’’ 

As the Order of October 4, 1921 is an administrative Order of the 
Commission, the matter having been taken up by the Commission on 
its own initiative, the Department considered that the proposal for a 
revision of the order might appropriately be taken up by it in a 
letter to the Chairman of the American Section of the Commission as 
it is now doing and that a joint reference to the Commission was not 
necessary. 

You are instructed to inform the Government of the Dominion of 
Canada of the foregoing and to express the hope that if the Canadian 
Government concurs in the views herein above expressed in regard to 
the interpretation of Article VI of the Treaty, it will so inform the 
Canadian Section of the Commission. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


711.4210Sa22/118 

The Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Secretary of State 

No. 313 Ottawa, March 29, 1928. 

[Received April 3.] 

Sir: Referring to the Legation’s despatch No. 306 of March 27, 
1928,®^ on the subject of the measui^ement and apportionment of the 
waters of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers and their tributaries, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith enclosed copies of a note dated March 
23, 1928, received from the Department of External Affairs on the 
subject. 

It will be observed that this note dated the 23rd was only received 
by the Legation yesterday. In this connection I may call the De- 
partment’s attention to the fact that the note appears to be substan- 
tially in accord with the view expressed to me by the Under Secretary 
of State for External Affairs as reported in the despatch under 
reference. 

I have [etc.] William Phillips 


Not printed. 
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The Canadian Secretary of State for External Affaire {Machenzie 
King) to the American Minister {Phillips) 

Ottawa, 23 March, 1928. 

SiB': I have the honour to refer to your letter of July 29th, 1927,®® 
of -which acknowledgment was made on August 2nd, in^dting the 
attention of the Canadian Government to certain phases of the meas- 
urement and apportionment of the waters of the St. Mary and Milk 
Kivers and their tributaries. I note that it is the view of the United 
States Government that Article VI of the Boundary Watei's Treaty 
primarily contemplated an equal division of the water of the St, 
Mary and Milk Eivers between the two countries, and that such 
equal division is not eifected by the Order of the International Joint 
Commission of October 4th, 1921. It is further noted that the United 
States Government has brought this matter to the attention of the 
Chairman of the United States Section of the International Joint 
Commission, with a request that the matter should he re-opened and 
that the Canadian Goveimmcnt is requested, if it concurs in the views 
expressed in regard to the interpretation of Article VI of the Trcat 3 ", 
to cause the Canadian Section of the Commission to l)e so informed. 

The Canadian Government is deeply concerned that the integrity 
of the system created by the Treaty of 1909 should bo maintained at 
full strength, and it is confident that the United States Government 
shares this anxiety. At that time, after careful study of conditions 
along the boundary conducted by the Internationiii Waterways Com- 
mission and after extensive interchanges of views, the two Govern- 
ments finally negotiated this important agreement. They established a 
set of general principles, and an international trib\inal entrusted with 
the high task of applying these principles to specific questions arising 
from time to time between the two countries, with a fair assurance that 
they would be determined with something of that finality and cer- 
tainty which the domestic courts of each country achieve in their 
sphere. This great act of state on the part of the two countries in 
reality broke new ground; it represented at the time a notable ad- 
vance in the conduct of international relations. The worth of the 
system has been abundantly proven, not only out of its own experience 
of now nearly twenty years, but by the adoption of analogous methods 
in other regions of the world. It has naturally resulted in a growing 
body of practice and habit of a character appropriate to the exercise 
of these weighty arbitral functions, and it can scarcely be doubted 
that it remains a major interest of the peoples of tliis continent that 


“ See Instruction No. 16, July 26, 1927, to the Minister in Canada, p. 97. 
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this system and this character of its practice should be perpetuated in 
every way. 

It seems clear to the Canadian Government that if the settlement 
of any given issue reached under this system could be regarded as 
subject to being re-opened at any time at the simple request of either 
party, there could be no hope of finality or of certainty, and the 
integrity and usefulness of the whole system would be gravely en- 
dangered. If the re-opening of such an award is ever justifiable at 
all, it would seem that such a course could be justified by nothing less 
than a new situation arising from new conditions, which were not in 
existence at the time of the award, which could not reasonably have 
been contemplated at the time, and which are of a character to render 
the award a substantial denial of justice. In the present case, no 
such conditions have arisen; there is simply the proposal that the 
Commission should reconsider a point of interpretation xxpon which 
t.he two Governments held different views at the original hearings 
and which was fully debated and in the end was finally settled as 
part of the award of the Commission, though not completely in the 
sense urged by either Government. This decision of the Commission 
lias been acted upon by both Governments over a long period, and in 
reliance upon it, important capital investments have been made. 

Wliile the Commission’s Order did not concede all that Canada 
had contended for, Canada has nevertheless accepted the Order as a 
final settlement of what had been a vexed and contentious interna- 
tional question, and has proceeded to utilize to the full her share 
of the apportioned water, and to authorize the necessary investment 
in connection therewith. Irrigation development which had been 
hampered and held up because of uncertainty as to water supply, 
has since been proceeded with to the limit of the Canadian allotment. 

In view of these considerations, the Canadian Government feels 
the re-opening of this matter in the manner proposed would be un- 
fortunate, and regi'ets therefore that it cannot see its way to join in 
a request that the International Joint Commission should reconsider 
its decision. 

These conclusions are based upon general considerations as to the 
character and procedure of the awards of the International Joint 
Commission, which appear to make it unnecessary to examine in 
detail the reasons advanced in favour of re-opening this specific 
question. Reference, however, may be made to the view expressed in 
the Secretary of State’s letter of July 26th, 192Y, that the Boundary 
Waters Treaty primarily contemplated an equal division of the 
waters of the St, Mary and Milk Rivers between the two countries, 
and that in view of the unequal apportionment of the flow of the St. 
Mary River set forth in the Order of October 4th, 1921, it is apparent 
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that an equal division of the waters is not effected. Article 6 of the 
Boundary Waters Treaty provides that the St. Mary and Milk Eivers 
are to be treated as one stream for the purposes of irrigation and 
power, and the waters divided equally l^tween the two countries. 
It is, however, further provided in this Article that in making such 
an equal apportionment, more than half may be taken from one river 
and less than half from the other by either country so as to afford 
more beneficial use to each, and that in the division of the waters 
during the irrigation season certain priority shall be accorded to the 
United States as regards the Milk River and to Canada as regards 
the St. Mary River. It is therefore not apparent how a reference 
to the one clause alone in the Commission’s Order of 1921, providing 
for an unequal division of the waters of the St. Mary River, with 
the major portion allotted to Canada, without taking account of the 
provision for an exactly corresponding unequal division of the waters 
of the Milk River, with the major portion allotted to the United 
States, or account of the other provisions of the Order in question, 
could in any way be held to establish the view that the Order of 
the Commission was not consistent with the Treaty. 

The Canadian Government appreciates the desirability of ensuring 
as large a volume of water from the rivers in question as is econom- 
ically feasible for users on both sides of the boundary. In this con- 
nection it wishes to refer to the fact that under present conditions 
there is considered to be a large wa.ste of watei'. The International 
Joint Commission on October 6th, 1921, recommended to the two 
Governments consideration of the construction of certain reservoirs 
which would make it possible to conserve i>ractically the entire winter 
flow and flood waters of the two streams, and ensure the greatest ben- 
eficial use to both countries. On April 10th, 1922, the Secretary of 
State of the Uriited States, in a communication to the British Ambas- 
sador at Washington,*® suggested that as the first step towards the 
determination of any action which should be taken upon these rec- 
ommendations, a joint hoard of engineers should be appointed to 
make a thorough study of the problems involved in the con- 
struction of the proposed reservoirs and the storage and distribution 
of the waters of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers. Some difficulty 
was felt in Canada on the ground that the recommendation involved 
me expenditure of Canadian funds on works to be constructed in the 
United States, and no definite conclusion was reached. While the 
Canadian Government still adheres to the reservations expressed in 
the course of this correspondence, it believes, as a result of subsequent 
preliminary enquiry, that it might be possible to reach a solution. It 
would therefore be prepared to consider with the Government of the 
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United States the formation of such a joint board to make a thorough 
study of the problem involved in the construction of storage reser- 
voirs in both countries designed to increase the volume and regularity 
of the flow, particularly during the irrigation season, of the waters 
of the St, Mary and Milk Rivers, the apportionment to continue 
to be on the basis established by the International Joint Commission 
in its Order of the 4th October, 1921, 

The Canadian Government is bringing to the attention of the 
International Joint Commission its views as set forth in this despatch. 
Accept [etc.] W. L. Mackenzie Kino 


711.4216Sa22/122 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Canada {Phillips) 

No. 270 Washington, June 21, 1928, 

Sir: Referring to your despatch No. 313 of March 29, 1928, in 
regard to the apportionment of the waters of St. Mary and Milk 
Rivers, the Department encloses herewith for your information a 
copy of a letter dated June 5, 1928, from the Secretary of the In- 
terior,^® from which you will observe that the Department of the 
Interior is prepared to designate representatives to serve on a joint 
United States-Canadian Board the establishment of which was sug- 
gested in the note of March 23, 1928, which the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs of Canada addressed to you, the function of the 
Board being to make a thorough study of the problem involved in 
the construction of storage reservoirs in the United States and Can- 
ada designed to increase the volume and regularity of the flow of 
the waters of St. Mary and Milk Rivers, particularly during the 
irrigation season. 

You will note that the Secretary of the Interior deems it desirable 
that the United States be represented on the Board by three mem- 
bers. The Secretary of the Interior designates Mr. R, W. Daven- 
port, Hydraulic Engineer of the United States Geological Survey, 
Mr, Raymond F. Walter, Chief Engineer, United States Bureau of 
Reclamation, and Mr. J. S. James, State Engineer of Montana, to 
serve on the United States Section of the Board. 

You will please inform the Secretary of State for External Affairs 
that except as to the continuance of the apportionment of the waters 
of the two streams in accordance with the order of the International 
Joint Commission of October 4, 1921, the Government of the United 
States concurs in the suggestion made by him regarding the forma- 
tion of a joint Board and advise him of the names of the persons 
designated to serve on the United States Section of the Board. It 
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is desired also that you request the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs to inform you of the names of the engineers who will repre- 
sent the Government of Canada on the Board and to advise you of 
the time and place at which it will be convenient for tlie Canadian 
engineers to meet those designated by the Secretary of tlie Interior. 

The Department regrets that the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs is unwilling to have the Internatioim! Joint Commission 
reconsider the matter of the apportionment of the waters of St. 
Mary and Milk Rivers with a view to amending the order of October 
4, 1921. It is noted that the Secretary of State for External Affairs 
feels that the integrity and usefulness of the International Joint 
Commission would be impaired by the reopening by the Commission 
of the St. Mary and Milk River matter and that reconsideration 
would be justified only by a new situation arising from new con- 
ditions not in existence at the time the order was issued. 

The Government of the United States does not perceive that the 
integrity or usefulness of the Commission %voulil be in any way 
impaired by the action of the Cominissimi in reconsidering the ap- 
portionment of the waters of St. Mary and Milk Rivers cliret*ted by 
its order of October 4, 1921, or by tlio revision of that ord<‘r. The 
Commission had issued a number of interim ordei*s regarding the 
apportioning of the waters of the two rivers prior to October 4, 1921, 
and the order of that date was by its terms to endure only until %'aried, 
modified or withdi'awn by the Commission. It would seem, therefore, 
that the Commission contemplated reconsideration of the mutter at 
a later date. The order of October 4, 1921, directe<l the mniidenance 
of a number of gauging stations which have now been in operation 
for a number of years. The records of these stutiotis are available 
and it is understood have been furnished to the Commission. It is 
the view of the Government of the United States that these measure- 
ments show that the order of October 4, 1921, operates unequally to 
the disadvantage of the United States. It is this inequality which 
the Government of the United States seeks to have correctccl. It is 
deemed proper to look to the Commission for the action necessary to 
that end. The Commission has authority under tlie Oonvcuition to 
consider the matter. The Commission has ordered the collection of 
data which is useful in determining the means for effecting an equal 
division of the waters of the two rivers between the two count ries. It 
is believed that impairment of the integrity and usefulness of the 
Commission is more likely to result from failure to exercise its au- 
thority under the Convention with respect to a case properly brought 
before it than from I'econsideration of a matter previously before it 
or from revision of action previously taken. 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs observed that Article 6 
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of the Convention provides that the St. Mary and Milk Rivers are to 
be treated as one stream for the purpose of irrigation and power and 
the waters divided equally between the two countries and that in 
making the equal apportionment more than half might be taken from 
one river and less than half from the other by either country so as to 
afford a more beneficial use to each country. The Government of the 
United States did not overlook the provisions of the Convention to 
which the Secretary of State for External Affairs referred. Indeed 
it is the equal division of the waters of the two streams which the 
Government of the United States seeks. Reconsideration by the Com- 
mission was proposed in the hope that in the light of information 
now available the Commission might so amend the order as to provide 
for a more nearly equal division of the waters of the two streams than 
now obtains under the order of October 4:, 1921. 

Please communicate the substance of the foregoing to the Secretary 
of State for External Affairs in reply to his note to you of March 23, 
1928, and express the hope that the Canadian Government can see its 
way to consent to the reconsideration of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers 
matter by the Commission. 

I am [etc.] Frank. B. Ejedlogg 

711.42l6Sa22/131 

Th& Minister in Canada {Phillips) to the Beoretary of State 

No. 1112 Ottawa, August 28, 1929. 

[Received September 3.] 

Sir: Referring to the Legation’s telegram No. 166 of August 28, 
2 p. m.,^^ on the matter of the St. Mary and Millc Rivers and their 
tributaries, I have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed a copy 
of the Canadian note on this subject. 

It will be observed from the note that after reviewing the history of 
the negotiations on the St. Mary and Milk Rivers the Canadian Gov- 
ernment feels that it is impracticable to reopen the question and to 
alter the basis of the apportionment of the waters after extensive 
capital commitments have been made and land settlement proceeded 
with. 

The Canadian Government further feels that there would be no 
hope of finality or of certainty should such a settlement as has been 
reached be subject to be reopened at any time, and therefore regrets 
that it cannot see its way clear to join in a request that the Inter- 
national Joint Commission should reconsider its decision. 

The note, however, suggests the appointment of a representative 
or representatives to a joint board whose investigations should be 
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confined to the study of reservoir facilities, and feels that such veork 
could be most advantageously carried out by a small two-man board 
appointed from the respective reclamation services of the two 
countries. 

I have [etc.] For the Minister : 

H. Dorset Newson 
Secretary of Legation. 


{Knclosure] 

The Canadvan. Secretary of State for Eautemal Affairs {Maohenaie 
King) to the American Minister {Phillips) 

Ko. Ill Ottawa, August 26, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honour to refer to your communications of June 
29th, 1928,^® and August 14th, 1929,®* concerning the St. Mary and 
Milk rivers and their tributaries. I note that your Government is 
prepared to designate representatives to serve on a joint United 
States Canadian Board to make a thorough study of the problem 
involved in the construction of storage reservoirs in the United States 
and Canada designed to increase the volume and regularity of the 
flow of the waters of the St. Mary and Milk rivers, pailicularly 
during the irrigation season; but that your Government does not 
concur in the view that the apportionment of the waters of the 
two river systems should continue to be on the basis established by 
the International Joint Commission in its Order of the 4th of 
October, 1921. 

I further note that your Government is still of the opinion that 
it would be desirable to have the whole matter of the apportionment 
of the waters of the St. Mary and Milk rivers anti their tributaries 
re-opened by the International Joint Commission. 

I have carefully followed the points raised in your communication, 
noting especially your comment as to the integrity and usefulness 
of the International Joint Commission and fear that I have failed 
in my note of March 23rd, 1028, to make sufficiently clear the views 
of the Canadian Government. I there expressed deep concern for the 
maintenance of the integrity of the entire system arising out of the 
Treaty of 1909, that is to say, the system which provides for the 
settlement of certain questions affecting the United States and 
Canada by means of hearings held before tlie International Joint 
Commission, for recommendations or awards by such Commission 
and for the acceptance of such awards by the two Governments con- 
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cerixed- It is this system, which has been so successful, that the 
Canadian Government desires to maintain in its integrity. 

I note your further opinion that the Order of the International 
Joint Commission of October 4, 1921, operates unequally to the dis- 
advantage of the United States, and that it is this inequality that 
your Government seeks to have corrected. I would, however, point 
out that the supposed inequality in the apportionment of the waters 
of the St. Mai'y and Milk river systems under the Commission’s 
Order, is dependent entirely upon the interpretation to be applied to 
Article 6 of the treaty of 1909. 

In order that the viewpoint of the Canadian Government may be 
clearly understood, it is necessary briefly to review the history of the 
St. Mary and Milk river situation. 

Following the passage of the Irrigation Act in Canada in 1894, 
surveys made by the Canadian Government demonstrated the feasi- 
bility of irrigating large tracts of land in Alberta from the St. Mary 
river. Extensive irrigation projects were shortly afterwards author- 
ized and constructed in Canada designed to utilize the St. Mary river 
flow. Similarly, on the United States side of the boundary, diversion 
works were authorized which were designed to utilize the waters of 
the Milk river, supplemented by waters of the St. Mary river, in 
this case by diverting the water across country to the Milk river 
and by carrying it in the Milk river channel for a distance of some 
200 miles through Canadian tei-ritory and delivering it to the lower 
reaches of the Milk river in the United States. The Canadian Gov- 
ernment protested against this diversion without result. The 
Canadian Government subsequently authorized the withdrawal of 
water from the Milk river in Canada for the irrigation of Canadian 
lands. This led to protests by the United States. 

As a result of these developments there was uncertainty on both 
sides of the international boundary as to what waters would be 
dependably available in each country for irrigation development and 
a consequent hesitancy about making capital commitments in irriga- 
tion projects. 

Finally, after exchanges of views in the matter, representatives 
were appointed by the two Governments in 1908 to consider the basis 
of an agreement for the division of the water supply in the two river 
systems. This agreement was finally ^efiected by the inclusion of 
Article 6 in the Treaty betw^een His Britannic Majesty and the United 
States relating to boundary waters, signed at Washington on the 
11th of January, 1909, as follows: 

Article 6 — St. Mary and Milh RiveT\_s\, 

‘‘The High Contracting Parties agree that the St. Mary and Milk 
rivers and their tributaries (in the State of Montana and the Prov- 
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inces of Alberta and Sa^atchewan) are to be treated as one stream 
for the purposes of irri^tion and power, and tlie "waters thereof 
pTin.1l be apportioned equally between tne two countries, but in making 
such equal apportionment more than half may be taken from one 
river and less than half from the other by either country so as to 
afford a more beneficial use to each. It is further agree<l that in 
the division of such watei’s during the irrigation season, between the 
1st of April and 31st of October, inclusive, annually, the United 
States is entitled to a prior appropriation of 500 cubic feet per second 
of the waters of the Milk river, or so much of such amount as con- 
stitutes three-fourths of its natural flow, and that Canada is entitled 
to a prior appropriation of 600 cubic feet jier second of the flow of 
St. Mary river, or so much of such amount as constitutes three- 
fourths of its natural flow. 

“The channel of the Milk river in Canada may bo used at the con- 
venience of the United States for the conveyance while passing 
through Canadian territory, of waters diverted from the St. Mary 
river. The provisions of Article II. of this treaty slmll apply to 
any injury resulting to property in Canada from the conveyance 
of such waters through the Milk river. 

“The measurement and apportionment of the %vater to be used by 
each country shall from time to time be made jointly by the properly 
constituted reclamation officers of the United States and the properly 
constituted irrigation officers of His Majesty under the direction of 
the International Joint Commission.” 

As the treaty provided that the measurement and apportionment 
of the water to be used by each country should be made jointly by 
the properly constituted reclamation officers of tlie United States 
and the properly constituted irrigation officers of His Majesty uruler 
the direction of the International Joint Commission, the Conmiissiou 
proceeded to apportion the combined flow of the two rivers and 
their tributaries in accordance with the provisions of the treaty. 

In order to obtain the viewpoints of the water users and of all 
interests affected by the flow of the two rii'crs ami their tributaries 
on both sides of the border, hearings were, held at St. Paul in 1915, 
at Detroit in 1917, at Ottawa in 1920, and in Chinook and Ijethbridge 
in 1921. while the physical problem before the Ooinuiission was 
somewhat complicated, it soon developed that tlie cardinal difficulty 
lay in the different interpretations -which (he United States and 
Canadian governments placed upon Article G of the Treaty. 

It was then contended by the Canadian Government that the 
words “the St. Mary and Milk rivers and their tributaries (iiv tho 
State of Montana and the Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan), 
are to be treated as one stream for the purpose of irrigation and 
po-wer were clear and explicit and provided that all tho tributaries 
of boa rivers down to the respective mouths of these rivers were 
intended to be included, that “The watei-s thereof shall be appor- 
tioned equally between the two countries”, and that there was no 
expressed or implied reservation of certain of the tributaries. It 
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was also contended that the 500 c.f.s. prior appropriation allocated 
to Canada under the treaty from the St. Mary river constituted a 
prior lien and tliat the equal division of the total flow was to be 
applied after the 500 c.f.s. had been allocated, and that the same 
principle was intended to be applied to the priority of 500 c.f .s. from 
the Milk river allocated to the United States. 

It was contended by the United States that the only waters which 
were to be apportioned under the treaty were the waters which 
crossed the boundary, that is to say, the waters of the St. Mary and 
Milk rivers at the points where tliey cross the international boundary 
and the waters of those eastern tributaries of the Milk river which 
cross the boundary from Canada to the United States. With re- 
spect to the 500 c.f.s. prior appropriation on the St. Mary and Milk 
rivers provided for in the treaty, the United States contended that 
Canada and the United States were entitled to first call on the first 
500 c.f.s. from the St. Mary and Milk rivers respectively, and that 
the amount received by each country should be charged against that 
country in making the final division. 

Because of this difference of viewpoint between the two Govern- 
ments the International Joint Commission found difficulty in reach- 
ing a decision and the hearings extended over a period of seven 
years before the Commission’s Order of the 4th of October, 1921, was 
issued, twelve years after the signing of the Treaty. 

As intimated in my note of the 23rd March, 1928, the Commission’s 
award was not in accord with the views of either Government. Nev- 
ertheless, while the Commission’s Order did not concede the Cana- 
dian contention, the Canadian Government has accepted the Order 
as a final settlement of what had been a vexed and contentious inter- 
national question since 1894, and has authorized the use of the full 
share of the water and the necessary investment in connection there- 
with. Irrigation development which had been hampered and held 
up for more than twenty years because of uncertainty as to water 
supply has, since the Commission’s Order, been proceeded with to 
the limit of the Canadian allotment. 

The impracticability of re-opening the question and of altering 
the basis of the apportionment of the waters after extensive capital 
commitments have been made and land settlement proceeded with, is, 
therefore, evident. 

Reverting to the view of the Government of the United States that 
the measurements of flow on the two rivers and their tributaries show 
that the Order of the Commission of October 4, 1921, operates un- 
equally to the disadvantage of the United States, I would, in this 
connection, point out that such a conclusion can be reached only by 
the application to the flow records of the interpretation of the treaty 
advanced by the United States before the award of the International 
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Joint Commission was made. The application of the original Cana- 
dian interpretation of the treaty to the flow measurements as appor- 
tioned under the Order of the Commission would indicate an 
inequality of apportionment to the disadvantage of Canada. The 
Canadian Government has had no reason to alter the views which 
it has already expressed at the hearing before the International 
Joint Commission, as to what waters are intended to be included and 
apportioned in Article 6, and has no reason to believe that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has altered its viewpoint as presented 
to the Commission. It is apparent, therefore, that if the St. Mary 
and Milk river matter were to be re-opened it would simply raise 
again the question of treaty interpretation. 

The Commission’s Order effected an apportionment not fully meet- 
ing the claims of either Government but providing a definite basis 
upon which development work on either side of the boundary could 
proceed. Accordingly, the Canadian Government accepted the Com- 
mission’s Order as a final solution and settlement of a complicated, 
contentious and long-drawn-out international problem, and, as inti- 
mated in my note of March 2Srd, 1928, feels that if sucli a settlement 
can be regarded as subject to being re-opened at any time at the 
simple request of either party, there would be no hope of finality or of 
certainty, and the integrity and usefulness of the whole system pro- 
vided for by the treaty of 1909, for the settlement of international 
problems, would be gravely endangered. 

In view of the considerations set out in the foregoing, that is to 
say: the long-drawn-out and controversial nature of the problem 
prior to the negotiation of the treaty of 1909; the settlement of this 
controversy which was provided for in Article 6 of the said treaty; 
the twelve-year interval which elapsed between the signing of the 
treaty and the issuance of the Order of the Cijmnussion of October 4, 
1921, after exhaustive hearings extending over a period of seven years 
during which all interests both private and Governmental had -the 
oiDportunity of presenting, and did present, their view; the basically 
different interpretations of Article 6 presented at these hearings by 
the two Governments; the character of the Commission’s award which 
did not accept the claim of either Government ; the acceptance of this 
award and fully utilizing the water apportioned to Canada ; — in view 
of all these considerations — the Canadian Government feels that the 
re-opening of this matter in the manner proposed would be unfortu- 
nate and, as intimated in my note of the 23rd March, 1928, regrets that 
it cannot see its way clear to join in a request that the International 
Joint Commission should reconsider its decision. 

It appears, however, that the object sought by reopening the award, 
namely, the provision of a larger amount of water on the United 
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States side of the boundary, as well as on the Canadian side, can be 
secured very effectively by other means. The Canadian Government 
is prepared to join in the designation of the proposed joint United 
States-Canadian Board to study the problem involved in the construc- 
tion of storage reservoirs in the United States and Canada, designed 
to increase the volume and regularity of the flow of the waters of the 
St. Mary and Milk rivers, particularly during the irrigation season. 
It is felt that under present conditions there is a large waste of water 
and that a study of the reservoir possibilities on both sides of the 
international boundary would indicate facilities for the conservation 
of the winter flow and flood waters of the two streams, and, therefore, 
ensure the greatest beneficial use to both countries. 

The Canadian Government, however, considers it essential that such 
a board should base its investigations into waters to be conserved and 
distributed, upon the apportionment established by the International 
Joint Commission in its Order of the 4th of October, 1921, and that 
the board’s investigations should be confined to the study of reservoir 
facilities designed to utilize the waters of the two river systems, thus 
apportioned, to the maximum advantage in either country. Without 
a fixed basis such as that provided by the Commission’s Order, the 
board would be immediately faced with the differing interpretations 
of the two Governments as to the meaning of Article 6, and would 
have no common ground upon which to commence its investigations. 

The Canadian Government will be glad to proceed with the appoint- 
jnent of a representative or representatives to a joint board. I would 
venture the suggestion that the purely engineering analysis which is 
proposed of the flow records in relation to the reservoir possibilities, 
could most advantageously be carried out by a small two-man board 
appointed from the respective reclamation services of the two 
countries. 

Accept [etc.] W. I/. Mackenzie EIing 


ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA RE- 
GARDING ADMISSION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT, THE ISSUANCE OF 
PILOTS* LICENSES, AND THE ACCEPTANCE OP CERTIFICATES OF 
AIRWORTHINESS FOR AIRCRAFT IMPORTED AS MERCHANDISE 

711 . 4227/61 

The Secretary of State to the Ganadicm Charge {Wrong') 

Washington, August 29, 1929. 
Sir: The Department refers to the negotiations which have been 
conducted between this Department and your Legation for the con- 
clusion of a reciprocal arrangement between the United States and 
Canada for the admission of civil aircraft, the issuance of pilots’ 
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licenses, and the acceptance of certificates of airworthiness for air- 
craft imported as merchandise/* 

It is my understanding that it has been agreed in the course of 
these negotiations that this arrangement shall be as follows: 

(1) Ail state aircraft other than military, naval, customs and 
police aircraft, shall be treated as civil aircraft and as such shall be 
subject to the requirements hereinafter provided for civil aircraft. 

(2) Subject to the conditions and limitations hereinafter con- 
tained and set forth, Canadian civil aircraft shall be permitted to 
operate in the United States and, in like manner, civil aircraft of the 
United States shall be permitted to operate in the Dominion of 
Canada. 

(3) Canadian aircraft, before entering the United States, must be 
registered and passed as airworthy by tno Canadian Department of 
National Defense and must bear the registration markings allotted 
to it by that Department. Aircraft of the United StaU's, before 
entering Canada, must be registered and passed as airworthy by the 
United States Department of Commerce, and must bear the regis- 
tration markings allotted to it by that Department, preceded by the 
letter ‘^N”, placed on it in accordance with tlie Air Commerce ifeegu- 
lations of the Department of Commerce. 

(4) Canadian aircraft making flights into the United States must 
carry aircraft, engine and journey logbooks, and the certificates of 
registration and airworthiness, issued by the Canadian I>ei>artment 
of National Defense. The pilots shall ‘bear licenses issued by said 
Department of National Defense. Like requirements shall be ap- 
plicable in Canada with respect to aircraft of the United States 
and American pilots making flights into Canada. The <*ert if icutes 
and licenses in the latter case shall be those issued by tlie United* 
States Department of Commerce; provided, however, that pilots who 
are nationals of the one country shall be licensed by the other country 
under the following conditions: 

{a) The Department of National Defense of the Dominion of 
Canada will issue pilots’ licenses to American nationals upon a show- 
ing that they are qualified under the regulations of that Department 
covering the licensing of pilots- and the United States Department 
of Donunerce tviII issue pilots’ licenses to Caimdiaa nationals upon 
a showing that they are qualified under the regulations of that de- 
partment covering the licensing of pilots. 

(&) Pilots’ licenses issued by the United States Department of 
Commerce to Canadian nationals shall entitle them to the same 
privileges as are granted by pilots’ licenses issued to American na- 
taonals, and piles’ licenses issued by the Department of National 
Deiense of the Dominion of Canada to American nationuls shall 
^title <Aem to the same privileges as are granted by pilots’ licenses 
issued to Canadian nationals. 

Pilote liceiises granted to nationals of the one country by the 

construed to accord to them the riglit to 
register aircraft in such other country. ^ 


«The reciprocal arrangement was to superse<le the temporary arninire.nent 
between the United States and Canada wlilcb was conaml^ In ind 

renewed from time to time. Previous correspondeTml not primed! 



CANADA 


113 


(d) Pilots’ licenses granted to nationals of the one country by the 
other country shall not be construed to accord to them the right to 
operate aircraft in air commerce unless the aircraft is registered in 
such other country in accordance with its registration requirements 
except as provided for in Paragraphs (a) and (&) of Clause 6, with 
respect to discharging and taking on througn passengers and/or 
cargo. 

(5) ISTo Canadian aircraft in which photographic apparatus has 
been installed shall he permitted to operate in the United States, nor 
shall any photographs be taken from Canadian aircraft while operat- 
ing in or over United States territory, except in cases where the 
entrance of such aircraft or the taking "of photographs is specifically 
authorized by the Department of Commerce of the United States. 
Like restrictions shall be applicable to aircraft of the United States 
desiring to operate in or over Canadian territory, and in such cases 
the entrance of aircraft in which photographic apparatus has been 
installed, and the taking of photographs shall not be permissible 
without the specific authorization of the Department of National 
Defense of Canada. 

(6) (a) If the Canadian aircraft and pilot are licensed to carry 
passengers and/or cargo in the Dominion of Canada, they may do 
so between Canada and the United States, but not between points in 
the United States, except that subject to compliance with customs, 
quarantine and immigration requirements, such aircraft shall be per- 
mitted to discharge through passengers and/or cargo destined to the 
United States at one airport in the United States, according land- 
ing facilities to foreign aircraft, and to proceed with the remaining 
passengers and/or cargo to any other airports in the United States, 
according landing facilities to foreign aircraft, for the purpose of 
discharging the remaining passengers and/or cargo; and they shall 
in like manner be permitted to take on passengers and/or cargo 
destined to Canada at different airports in the United States on the 
return trip to Canada. 

(6) If the United States aircraft and pilot are licensed to carry 
passengers and/or cargo in the United States, they may do so between 
the United States and. Canada, but not between points in Canada, 
except that subject to compliance with customs, quarantine and im- 
migration requirements such aircraft shall be permitted to discharge 
through passengers and/or cargo destined to Canada at one airport 
in Canada, according landing facilities to foreign aircraft, and to 
proceed with the remaining passengers and/or cargo to any other 
airports in Canada, according landing facilities to foreign aircraft, 
for the purpose of discharging the remaining passengers and/or 
cargo; and they shall in like manner be permitted to take on pas- 
sengers and/or cargo destined to the United States at different air- 
ports in Canada on the return trip to the United States. 

(7) The right accorded to Canadian pilots and aircraft to make 
flights over United States territory under the conditions provided 
for in the present arrangement shall be accorded, subject to compli- 
ance with the laws, rules and regulations in effect in the United 
States governing the operation of civil aircraft. The right accorded 
to American pilots and aircraft of the United States to make flights 
over Canadian territory, under the conditions herein provided for, 
shall be accorded, sub]ect to compliance with the laws, rules and 
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regulations in effect in Canada governing the operation of civil 

aircraf^e^tigcates of airworthiness for export issued in connection 
with aircraft built in Canada imported into the United States from 
Canada as merchandise will be accepted by the Department of Com- 
merce of the United States if issued by the Department of National 
Defense of the Dominion of Canada in accordance with its require- 
ments as to airworthiness. Certificates of airworthiness for export 
issued in connection with aircraft built in the United States imported 
into Canada from the United States as merchandise will, in like 
manner, be accepted by the Department of National Defense of 
Canada, if issued by the Department of Commerce of the United 
States in accordance with its requirements as to airworthiness. 

(9) It phnll be understood that this arrangement shall be subject to 
termination by either Government on sixty days’ notice given to the 
other Government, by a further arrangement between the two Gov- 
ernments dealing with the same subject, or by the enactment of 
legislation in either country inconsistent therewith. 

I shall be glad to have you inform me whether it is the understand- 
ing of your Government that the arrangement agreed upon is as 
herein set forth. If so, the arrangement will be considered to be 
operative from the date of the receipt of your note so advising me. 

Accept [etc.] H. D. Stimson 

711.4227/B4 

The Canadian Minister {Massey) to the Secretary of State 

No. 207 Washikoton, October 22, 1929. 

Sm: I have the honour to refer to your note of August 29th, 1929, 
concerning the proposed reciprocal arrangement between the United 
States and Canada for the admission of civil aircraft, the issuance 
of pilots’ licenses, and the acceptance of certificates of airworthiness 
for aircraft imported as merchandise. I have been instructed to 
inform you that His Majesty’s Government in Canada concur in 
the terms of the agreement as set forth in your note, and will, there- 
fore, consider it to be operative from this date. 

I have [etc.] Vincent Massbt 


ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CAN.ADA GOV- 
ERNING RADIO COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN PRIVATE EXPERI- 
MENTAL STATIONS 

811.7442 Amateur/l 

The Canadian Minister (Massey) to the Secretary of State 

No. 147 Washington, 2 October, 1928. 

Sra: I have the honour to inform you that I have been instructed 
by the Secretary of State for Hxternal Affairs to approach you con- 
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cerning the negotiation of an Agreement between His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in Canada and the Government of the United States 
governing radio communications between private experimental 
stations in the two countries. 

The General Regulations annexed to the International Radiotele- 
graph Convention signed at Washington on November 25th. 1927/® 
and approved by His Majesty’s Government in Canada, define the 
conditions under which communications shall be exchanged between 
Private Experimental Stations (termed Amateur Stations in Canada) 
of different countries. The relevant provisions in this connection 
set down under Article 6 of the General Regulations, read as 
follows : — 

Article 6 

PRIVATE nXPERIMENTAIi STATIONS 

1. The exchange of communications between private experimental 
stations of different countries shall be forbidden if the Administra- 
tion of one of the interested countries has given notice of its opposi- 
tion to this exchange. 

2. When this exchange is permitted the communications must, 
unless the interested countries have entered into other agreements 
among themselves, be carried on in plain, language and be limited 
to messages bearing upon the experiments and to remarks of a private 
nature for which, by reason oi their unimportance, recourse to the 
public telegraph service might not be warranted. 

Canadian Private Experimental Stations (Amateur) have in the 
past and are, until the 1st. January, 1929, when the new regulations 
become effective, authorized to exchange certain messages witliin 
Canada and with other countries which permit it. Such messages 
are resti'icted to those coming within the following general headings, 
viz: — 

1. Messages that would not normally be sent by any existing means 
of electrical communication and on which no tolls must be charged. 

2. Messages from other Radio stations in isolated points not con- 
nected by any regular means of electrical communication; such mes- 
sages to be handed to the local office of the Telegraph Company by 
the Amateur receiving station for transmission to final destination, 
e. g. messages from Expeditions in remote points such as the 
Arctic, etc. 

3. Messages handled by Amateur Stations in cases of emergency^, 
e. g. floods, etc., where the I’egular electrical communication systems 
become interrupted ; such messages to be handed to the nearest point 
on the established commercial telegraph system remaining in 
operation. 

Formal application has now been made to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in Canada by Canadian Amateurs requesting that they be 

” Foreign Relations, 1027, vol. i, p. 288. 
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This Government interprets the first stipulation above set forth 
to mean that tolls shall not be accepted by amateurs for messages 
handled by them and that they shall not compete with commercial 
radio stations or telegraph lines. 

It is the desire of this Government that the arrangement shall 
apply to the United States and its territories and possessions, includ- 
ing Alaska, the Hawaiian Islands, Porto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
the Panama Canal Zone and the Philippine Islands. 

This Government considers also that this arrangement should be 
subject to termination by either Government on sixty days’ notice to 
the other Government, by a further arrangement between the two 
Governments dealing with the same subject, or by the enactment of 
legislation in either country inconsistent therewith. 

I shall be glad to have you inform me whether these additional 
provisions are acceptable to your Government. If so, the arrange- 
ment will be considered to be effective as of January 1, 1929. 

Accept [etc.] Fkank B. ICeixogg 

811.7442 Amateur/25 , 

The Canadian Minister {Massey) to the Secretary of State 

No. 7 WAsiriNGTON, 12 January, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
December 29th. 1928, concerning the proposal of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in Canada to enter into an agreement with the Government 
of the United States in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 6 of 
the General Regulations annexed to the International Radio Conven- 
tion of November 25th. 1927, which Avould permit Canadian private 
experimental stations in Canada to handle certain classes of radio 
messages with the United States and the Philippine Islands after 
January 1st. 1929. 

It is noted that the Government of the United States accepts the 
proposal contained in my note Number 147 of October 2nd. 1928, with 
the understanding that it will be reciprocal and that the messages to 
be exchanged will be restricted to those coming within the general 
headings described in that note. 

It is noted also that the Government of the United States interprets 
the first stipulation set forth in the enumeration of general headings 
which have just been mentioned to mean that tolls shall not be ac- 
cepted by amateurs for messages handled by them and that they 
shall not compete with commercial radio stations or telegraph lines. 

His Majesty’s Government in Canada observes that it is the desire 
of the Government of the United States that the arrangement shall 
^PPly i^he United States and its territories and possessions includ- 

323423 — 43 — ^voL li 17 
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ing Alaska, the Hawaiian Islands, Porto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
the Panama Canal Zone and the Philippine Islands. 

It is observed also that the Government of the United States con- 
siders that this arrangement should be subject to termination by 
either Government on sixty days’ notice to the other Government, by 
a further arrangement between the two Governments dealing with the 
same subject, or by the enactment of legislation in cither country 
inconsistent therewith. 

I have been instructed to inform you that these additional provi- 
sions are acceptable to His Majesty’s Government in Canada and 
that, in consequence, the arrangement will be considered to be effective 
as of January 1st. 1929. 

I have [etc.] Vincent Masset 


ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA CON- 
CERNING QUARANTINE INSPECTION OP VESSELS ENTERING 
PUGET SOUND AND WATERS ADJACENT THERETO OR THE GREAT 
LAKES VIA THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER 

TI1.429 Saiiitary/21 

The Minister m Canada {Phillips) to the Secretai'y of State 

No. 1179 Ottawa, October 24, 1929. 

[Received October 28.] 
Snt: Referring to the Department’s telegram No. 101 of October 23, 
12 midnight [noon'\f^ on the subject of the proposed agreement be- 
^een Canada and the United States concerning the quarantine 
inspection of vessels entering Puget Sound and waters adjacent 
thereto or the Great Lakes by the St. Lawrence River, I have the 
honor to enclose herewith the original note No. 132 of October 10, 
1929, from the Department of External AlFairs, together with a’ 
signed copy of my note No. 602 of October 23, 1929, to the Canadian 
Government, on this subject. 

I have [etc.] Weujcam Piiiulips 


[Enclosure 1] 

The Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs {Mackensie 
King) to the American Minister (Phillips) 

Ottawa, 10 October, 1929. 
Sir: With reference to your note No. 480 of the 30th September,’® 
intimating that the Public Health authorities of your Government 


"Not printed. 
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were agreeable to an exchange of notes for the purpose of establish- 
ing an arrangement between our Governments to provide for the 
acceptance by each Government of the quarantine inspection of the 
other in respect of vessels from foreign ports entering Puget Sound 
and adjacent waters or the Great Lakes via the St. Lawrence River, 
in the terms suggested in my note No. 45 of the 2nd May last/^ I 
have the honour to state that His Majesty’s Government in Canada is 
prepared, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 56 and 57 of 
the International Sanitary Convention signed at Paris the 21st June, 
1926,^® to agree with the Government of the United States of America 
that vessels from foreign ports destined for both Canadian and 
United States ports located on the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Haro, 
Rosario, Georgia, Puget Sound, or their tributaries or connected 
waters, or so destined to ports on the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
River shall undergo quarantine inspection by the quarantine ofS.cers 
of that Government having jurisdiction over the primary port of 
arrival, and when cleared from quarantine in accordance with the 
provisions of the said International Sanitary Convention shall re- 
ceive free pratique, the document granting such pratique to be issued 
in duplicate, that the original shall be presented upon entry at the 
primary port of arrival, and that the duplicate shall be presented to 
the proper quarantine officers upon secondary arrival and entry at 
the first port under the jurisdiction of the other Government, and 
shall be accepted by that Government without the formality of 
quarantine re-inspection, provided that cases of quarantinable disease 
have not been prevalent in the ports visited and have not occurred 
on board the vessel since the granting of the original pratique, and 
provided further that the observance of the provisions of Article 28 
of the said Convention shall not be modified by such agreement. 

It will be understood that on the receipt of a note from you ex- 
pressing your Government’s concurrence in this agreement, it shall 
become effective and the necessary administrative steps in connection 
with its operation shall be taken. 

Accept [etc.] W. H. Walker 

For Secretary of State for External Affairs 

[Enclosure 2] 

The American Minister (^Phillips) to the Canadian Secretary of 
State for External Affairs {MacJcenzie King) 

No. 502 Ottawa, October 23, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
No. 132 of October 10th, last, in regard to the proposed establishment 

Not printed. 

"^Foreign Relations y 1926, vol. i, p. 177. 
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RECIPROCAL EXTENSION OF FREE CUSTOMS ENTRY PRIVILEGES TO 

PROFESSIONAL CONSULS BY THE UNITED STATES AND CHILE 

626.11241/26 

The GhUean Amhassador {Davila) to the Secretary of State 

No. 81 WASHmaTON, November 18, 1929. 

Excellency : The President of the Republic of Chile was author- 
ized, by Law N“. 4640 of August 19, 1929, to declare free from all 
import duties articles destined to Professional Consuls accredited 
near the Government of Chile, when the articles are originally shipped 
for the account of the aforementioned officials and for their own 
use and consumption. The Law provides that goods to an amoimt 
which would ordinarily bear duties of 30,000 Chilean Pesos will be 
permitted to enter free of duty the first year of the Consuls stay 
in the Country and goods ordinarily bearing 6,000 Chilean Pesos 
in duties each succeeding year. This free entry will be extended only 
to the Professional Consuls of those Coimtries granting similar reci- 
procity, and who do not, outside of their official functions, engage 
in commerce. — 

I have the honor to request that Your Excellency be good enough 
to advise me if there is any provision of Law here whereby the 
United States Government might permit its Professional Consuls to 
take advantage of the above Chilean Law by granting reciprocal 
privileges to the Professional Consuls of Chile in the United States. 

I avail myself [etc.] Cablos G. Davila 


626.11241/25 

The Secretary of State to the Chilean Anibassador {DdvUa) 

WASHiNGTOur, December 4, 1929. 

Excellency : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of November 18, 1929, informing me that under Chilean Law 
No. 4640 of August 19, 1929, professional consular officers assigned 
to Chile may be granted free entry on a basis of reciprocity for 
goods to an amount which would ordinarily bear duties of 30,000 
Chilean pesos for the first year of their stay in Chile and goods 
ordinarily bearing duties of 6,000 Chilean pesos each succeeding year. 

121 
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I have the honor to inform you in reply that this Government does 
not limit the amount represented in duty which may be imported by 
foreign diplomatic or consular officers for their personal or family 
use during any one year, but as it is believed that the value of articles 
imported by Chilean consular officers would not exceed the value of 
importations allowed American consular officers in Chile, the Treas- 
ury Department has consented to extend the privilege of free impor- 
tation to Chilean consular officers in the United States. I have 
pleasure in advising you, therefore, that in addition to the free entry 
of baggage and effects upon arrival and return to their posts in this 
country after visits abroad, which Chilean consular officers assigned 
to the United States already enjoy, effective at once upon the request 
of the Giilean Embassy in each instance this Department will 
arrange for the extension of the free importation privilege to Chilean 
consular officers assigned to the United States who are Chilean 
nationals and not engaged in any other business with the under- 
vstanding that no article, the importation of which is prohibited by 
the laws of the United States shall be imported by such officers. 

Accept [etc.] For tlie Secretary of State: 

Francis White 


TACNA-ARICA DISPUTE: GOOD OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES IN 
THE FINAL SETTLEMENT OF ISSUES BETWEEN CHILE AND PERU; 
REPRESENTATIONS BY BOLIVIA 


(See volume I, pages 720 ff.) 
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CONTINUED CIVIL WAR AND POLITICAL DISUNION IN CHINA, WITH 

MAINTENANCE OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND ALLEGIANCE 

OP THE MANCHURIAN LEADERS THERETO^ 

893.04417/1 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Pekino, January 12, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received January 12 — ^9 : 15 a. m.] 

27. Following from Mukden: 

“January 11, 5 p. m. Reliably informed that Yang [Yu-]ting® 
and Chang Yin-huai * were arrested and shot last night. Their ar- 
rest occurred at commander in chief’s oflSice and a search of their 
residences immediateljr carried out. At a conference of generals 
called by commander in chief this morning they were handed the 
documentary evidence of conspiracy found in search and told that 
conspirators had already been shot; all agreed that penalty was de- 
served. Circular telegram sent out this noon stating that these men 
were guilty of conspiracy against the Government and of plot against 
unification of country, et cetera; three or four other high officials 
arrested. News of execution public here. Understand that Japanese 
Consul General was inf ormedt by Chang * early this morning.” 

MacMttrrat 


893.04417/5 

The Conmb at Mukden {Myers') to the Minister in China 

{MacMurrayY 


No. 173 Mukden, January 14, 1929. 

Sir : Having reference to my telegram of J anuary 11th ® reporting 
the arrest and summary execution of Yang Yu-t’ing and Ch’ang Yin- 
huai because of their conspiracy against the Government, I have the 


*For previous correspondence regarding political conditions in China, see 
Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. ii, pp. 119 if. 

* Gen. Yang Yii-ting, director of the Mukden arsenal, recently co-commander of 
the Fengtien 3d and 4th Armies, and chief of staff to the late Marshal Chang Tso- 
lin, ruler of Manchuria and last head of the Peking Government. 

* Chang Yin-huai, active head of the Manchurian Communications Commission 
and Civil Governor of the Province of Heilungkiang. 

^ Gen. Chang Hsiieh-liang, chief commander of the Northeastern Frontier Army, 
head of the Mukden government, and son of the late Marshal Chang Tso-lin. 

*Copy transmitted to the Department without covering letter; received Feb- 
ruary 14, 1929. 

* See telegram supra. 
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honor to enclose herewith a translation of the circular telegram ^ des- 
patched on January 11th under the names of Chang Hsueh-liang, 
Chang Tso-hsiang, Wan Fu-ling, Chang Ching-hui, Chai Wen-hsuan, 
!Liu Shang-ch’ing, Liu Che, Mo Te-huai, Wang Shii-ch’ang, Shen 
Hung-lieh, T’ang Yu-ling and Yuan Ching-k’ai to the Nanking Gov- 
ernment and others in regard to this incident. The indictment is 
a lengthy one and probably most of the charges are more or less ti'ue. 
They are charged with having prevented the evacuation of the dis- 
tricts between the Luan Eiver and Shanhaikuan as well as having 
opposed the raising of the Nationalist flags and the return of the 
rolling stock. It is also stated that they used the arsenal and the 
communication facilities as the principal means of extending their 
private interests and that they expended $200,000,000 at their own 
discretion and without the sanction of high authority; that lately 
they formed parties and enlisted followers in pursuance of a plan 
that would jeopardize the country. 

The circumstances of the arrest and execution of Yang Yu-t’ing and 
Ch’ang Yin-huai, which were given in my telegram, are generally 
correct as far as can be learned. As stated therein, General Chang 
Hsueh-liang invited them to a conference when they were arrested 
and confronted with the charge of conspiracy against the Govern- 
ment. At the same time their residences were searched by Chang’s 
troops and before morning they were executed. Wliat evidence was 
discovered in the search has not been disclosed but there is reason 
to believe that General Chang had, when the arrest was made, suffi- 
cient evidence in his possession to warrant, in his opinion, tlieir sum- 
mary execution. The conference of high officials, held on the follow- 
ing morning, January 11th, approved his action. 

Eight other arrests of officials closely associated with the principal 
conspirators were made early on January 11th, including among others, 
Wang Chih-ling, Co-Director of the Arsenal, Shih Cliih-huang, Chang 
Hsuan and Ku Chen, Director of the Peking-Mukden Railway. None 
of these has been executed but it is thought by persons in close touch 
with the situation that one or two others may later receive the death 
penalty. 

The execution of Chang Hsueh-liang’s orders were carried out with- 
out a hitch and came as a complete surprise to everyone except pos- 
sibly the small coterie of high officials who may have been consulted. 
Besides the search of the residences of Yang and Ch’ang and the dis- 
arming of their small bodyguards, troops from the Eastern Tombs 
disarmed the guards of the Arsenal without apparently any resistance 
and in the morning of January 11th the workmen returned to duty 
without realizing that a new regime was in control. Yang had no 


^ Not printed. 
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troops except the small Arsenal guard and Ch’aiig’s small armed 
force is in Heilungkiang. No trouble from them is expected and in 
fact no unfavorable reaction to these executions is anticipated. 

It is a matter of general knowledge that the relations between Chang 
Hsueh-liang and Yang Yu-t’ing had never been too cordial, but since 
the death of Chang Tso-lin they had outwardly been on friendly terms 
and Yang’s advice was frequently sought and given. His position 
as director of the arsenal, of which he had full control, and freedom 
from other duties placed him in an advantageous position for carrying 
out such secret plans as he doubtless had. Too, a large percentage of 
the oflBlcials throughout the province owed their positions to him di- 
rectly or indirectly. Ch’ang Yin-huai’s control of all communication 
facilities, the Chinese railways, telegraphs, radio and telephone, in 
the Three Eastern Provinces through his position as directing head of 
the Communiciations Commission gave him and his chief much influ- 
ence and placed a very effective weapon in their hands. Even the send- 
ing of the Wu Ching mission to Europe — later it was expected to go 
to the United States — whose members were composed entirely of 
Ch’ang’s followers is thought to have been part of the plot. Although 
the suspicious activities of these men and their growing power, referred 
to in my recent despatches, were probably noted by General Chang, 
the opinion is held by close observers that the existence of a definite 
plot to eliminate him and assume full control of the Government 
was only recently discovered and dictated the summary measures 
that were adopted. Henceforth, it is thought, General Chang will be 
credited with more decision than it has been commonly presumed that 
he possessed and will not be looked upon as a boy as both Yang and 
Ch’ang are supposed to have regarded him. 

The press reports that Chang Hsueh-liang himself shot Yang 
Yu-t’ing are not given any credence whatever. Likewise, there is no 
reason to believe that these men were involved in the plot that caused 
the death of Marshal Chang Tso-lin. This latter report is likely to 
have had a J apanese origin. 

It is reported in The Manchuria Daily News of January 12th that 
General Chang sent a private secretary to the Japanese Consulate 
General on the 11th to inform it that the execution of Yang and 
Ch’ang was strictly a domestic matter and had no international bear- 
ing. As stated in my telegram, some statement in connection with 
this matter was conveyed to that office. 

Although possibly the circumstances of the case may tend to con- 
done the summary execution of these men, nevertheless attention 
should be called to the fact that no formal trial of the accused was 
held. Some sort of an examination is reported to have occurred but it 
was doubtless not one in which the accused had any chance of put- 
ting up a defence, if any existed. 



126 


FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1020, VOLUME II 


It is felt here by many that Yang and Ch’ang have been disturbing 
elements and that their elimination should tend to stabilize the 
internal political situation. General Chang’s own position has un- 
doubtedly been greatly strengthened. 

It is fully expected that all the principal officials of the Communi- 
cations Commission, railways, telegraphs, etc., who were the nominees 
of Yang Yu-t’ing or Ch’ang Yin-huai, will be replaced. Already 
General Kao Chi-yi, head of the Police of Fengtien Province, has 
assumed charge of the Peking-Mukden Railway vice C. Ku, who is 
now under arrest. General Tsang Shih-yi and Chow Lien have been 
appointed Director and Co-Director of the Arsenal — General Tsang, 
it now appears, was not arrested as previously reported. 

No marked change in the policy of the local Government vis-h-vis 
the Nanking Government is anticipated. It is expected that in 
spite of press reports to the contrary there is no intention of handing 
over control of Chinwangtao at present, although it has been planned 
for some time to withdraw the greater part of the Fengtien forces 
from inside the Great Wall. However, the I'eturn of the I'olling stock 
now held in Manchuria may be hastened. As previously reported, the 
Fengtien party’s dominance in Jehol has been accepted by the Nan- 
king Government. 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mtehs 

893.00/102T4 

The GTiarge in Japan {Neville) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1071 Tokyo, January 17, 1929. 

[Received February 4.] 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that Japanese 
interest in the future of Japan’s relations with Manchuria is at the 
moment intense, due to the recent murder of General Yang Yu-ting 
and to the belief that the Opposition holds proof of responsibility of 
the Japanese military in the death of General Chang Tso-lin. 

In my telegram No. 1 of January 9, 1929,® I reported that, accord- 
ing to reliable authority, certain mcmbei’s of the Diet hold evidence 
tending to implicate Japanese army officers in the death of General 
Chang Tso-lin on June 4th of last year and intend to inter[>ollatc the 
Government regarding it when the Diet reopens on January 21st. 

For some days reference to a “certain grave affair”, which is said 
to be perturbing all Government circles, has been the subject of fre- 
quent mention in the press. It is now common knowledge, although 
the ban on publication of the news has not been lifted, that the 
affair is in the main as already reported. Of what the “proof” 
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consists and of how far the Government may be implicated, if at all, 
I am as yet unaware, nor have I felt it advisable to approach Govern- 
ment or Opposition officials with respect to this matter. 

There have been, of course, elaborations on that which I have al- 
ready reported. One report is that General Shirakawa, Minister of 
War, recently threatened to resign as a protest against the Premier’s 
attitude toward the affair, the implication being that he objected to 
the intention of the Premier to attach, if the Opposition’s proof is 
formidable, all responsibility to the army officers concerned and none 
to the Government. In this connection it was interesting to note the 
coincident departure on January 11th from Tokyo of General I. Mat- 
sui, Chief of the Second Division of the General Staff, who is sup- 
posed to have had considerable influence in the formation of Premier 
Tanaka’s policy in Manchuria, and of his brother, Major General 
Matsui, formerly “advisor” to General Chang Tso-lin. It was an- 
nounced that they departed on a six month trip to Europe and America 
“to study military conditions”. 

With the meagre information at hand, it is difficult to distinguish 
rumor from fact. The Diet will open within a few days, when refer- 
ence to the “affair” is promised on a large scale.® 

The murder of General Yang Yu-ting has also excited the nation 
and taxed the ingenuity of political writers. The receipt of the news 
was followed by a hasty meeting of officials of the Foreign Office, a 
meeting of these officials subsequently with representatives of the 
Army and Navy Departments, a meeting between the Premier and 
the President of the South Manchuria Railway, and of the Premier 
with the Chief of the Asiatic Bureau of the Foreign Office. 

The conflict of opinion respecting this matter and the lack of 
knowledge of what may lie behind it have given rise in Japan only to 
unauthoritative speculation,, as revealed in the press and in conver- 
sations which I have had with intelligent Japanese. All show deep 
concern respecting its possible effect upon Japanese interests but feel 
that the course of future events must be watched for some time yet 
before its significance, as it relates to this country, can be gauged with 
any accuracy. 

The press has indulged in a number of conjectures as to the causes 
of the murder. The Tokyo Jiji suggested in an editorial that per- 
haps the atrocity was due to some connection Yang Yu-ting and Chin 
Yin-huai \_GKang Yin-Mui€\ may have had with the death of General 
Chang Tso-lin, pointing out that at the time of Chang’s demise there 
was some suspicion of Yang’s complicity and that Chang Yin-huai was 
then Chief of the Peking-Mukden Railway Bureau. This theory now 

• The first week of the 56th session of the Japanese Diet hrought no further 
revelations (despatch No*. 1087, January 31, 1929, filed under 894.CK)/282), 
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seems to have been generally rejected. The most plausible reasoning 
yet advanced in the local press is that of Mr. Washio, a political 
•writer for the Japan Advertiser who is usually sound in his opinions. 
He sees the murders as possibly the result of the rivalry of General 
Chiang Kai-shek “ and Feng yu-hsiang,'^ in which Yang was se- 
cretly supporting Feng against the loose coalition of Chiang Kai- 
shek, Yen Hsi-shan “ and Chang Hsueh-liang. In this role Yang 
opposed the raising of the Nationalist flag over Manchuria. He views 
the Shantung General, Sun Chuan-fang, who now belongs to the 
Mukden faction, as working for Chiang’s interests at the side of 
young Chang and as the principal influence behind the raising of the 
flag and the murder of Yang. If his explanation i.s correct, Dr. 
Washio feels, it reveals not only internal feud at Mukden but ramifi- 
cations of the rivalry of Chiang and Feng. The Tokyo Ghugai 
Shogyo, on the other hand, views the murders as the result only of a 
plot of Yang against Chang Hsueh-liang. In this opinion the Osaka 
Asahi and the rest of the vernacular press in general concur. 

The effect on Japan’s relations with Manchuria and China is viewed 
by the entire press with pessimism. It foresees unfavorable develop- 
ments and increasing complications for Japan. The Ghugai Shogyo 
fears the murders will be regarded as a manifestation of antagonism 
against Japan’s policy in Manchuria viewing the raising of the flag 
as the first move and the murders as the second in Manchurian opposi- 
tion to J apan. The press generally regards Yang Yu-ting as a friend 
of Japan whose loss will be greatly felt. This consideration makes 
especially interesting the comment in Consul Price’s report, trans- 
mitted by Minister MacMurray under cover of his Despatch No. 1805 
of December 17, 1928,^® in which he writes that Yang Yu-ting was 
seeking an accord with the Nanking Government and hated Japan. 
The Ghugai Shogyo places no confidence in Chang Hsueh-liang’s 
statement to the Japanese Consul General at Mukden, following the 
murders, that they will in no way affect the relations of Japan and 
Manchuria. The Tokyo Hooki doubts, as does most of the rest of the 
press, the ability of Chang to control the Three Eastern Provinces 
and foresees penetration of Nationalist influence into Manchuria with 
serious jeopardy to Japan’s already acquired rights and interests. It 
Tanaka Government will be unable to meet the situation. 
The Tokyo Asahi believes that Chang will become the puppet of 
Nanking an d that Manchuria’s foreign relations will bo transferred 


Gen^rauSo of th? flrlel Government and 

in nortrChi^®”® XQ-halang. chief of the Kucmlnchtln (National People’s Army) 

forces and head of the pro, 

»*Not printed. 
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to the Nationalists with consequent disadvantage to Japan. The re- 
mainder of the press is a lugubrious echo of those opinions which I 
have mentioned above. A copy of Dr. Washio’s article is enclosed.^^ 

I have [etc.] Edwin L. Neville 

893.61/5118 

The Consul General at Shanghai {Cunningham) to the Minister in 

China {MacMurray) 

No. 5809 Seeanghai, January 19, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit an exceedingly interesting report 
of Mr. T. V. Soong, Minister of Finance, made to the Military Confer- 
ence at Nanking and published in the North China Daily News (Brit- 
ish) of January 14, 1929, under the heading: ^^Military Costs and 
the Menace of National Bankruptcy.” This memorandum was 
presented by Mr. Soong to the Conference on the 11th of January and 
is characteristic of the able and thorough manner in which he deals 
with the questions that he discusses. In a cruelly frank manner he 
clearly sets forth the financial condition of the National Government 
and supports his claim by a convincing array of statistics. It is 
the third time since last April that Mr. Soong has sounded a warning 
to his confreres in the Government and called upon the military ad- 
ministration for limited military expenditures under a unified and 
organized control. (See June political report and my despatch No. 
5604 of August 11, 1928, to the Legation.^®) 

Mr. Soong presents a brief sketch of the national finances in order 
that the existing financial conditions may be carefully considered in 
connection with the pending question of disbandment of troops and 
limited military control. He calls the attention of the military lead- 
ers to some cold facts that disprove the idealists’ claim that China is 
a united nation. This distinguished Minister of Finance says: 

“With the nation’s finances still disoi’ganized, and, out of the 22 
provinces and the special districts, there being only four provinces — 
Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhui and Kiangsi — that furnish figures which 
are fairly complete or reliable, it becomes almost impossible to at- 
tempt to arrive at more than a fair estimation. Many of the prov- 
inces do not furnish any reports at all, and those that do, supply data 
which is either incomplete or of little use. Working under these 
difficulties, it is only possible for the Ministry to give approximations, 
basing its figures on whatever available information that exists, and 
forming a conclusion thereon. The estimates, therefore, should not 
be taken as wholly accurate, although they are to the best of our 
knowledge fairly reliable.” 

Not printed. 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 5915, January 19; received February 18, 1929. 

^•Neither printed. 
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Mr. Soong in May expressed the hope that with the completion of 
the Northern Campaign there would be a rapid readjustment 
of financial conditions and a foundation for reconstruction throughout 
the country. However, he truthfully says: 

“There is today little if any improvement from conditions existing 
during the period of warfare.” 

Concerning the contributors to the revenues of the Central Gov- 
ernment at the present time, Mr. Soong states that: 

“At present the Central Government derives its revenues from 
only four provinces, namely : Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhui, and 
Baangsi. The receipts of Kiangsi are hardly sufficient to meet its 
military expenditures, while that of Anhui is in a like position. The 
chief source of revenue of the Central Government is thus practically 
confined to Kiangsu and Chekiang. And although these two 
provinces are regarded as very prosperous, owing to military con- 
flicts during the past two years and the establishment of the Central 
Government with its multifarious organs in their midst, the drain on 
them has been altogether too great.” 

It is certainly a matter of great sadness and disappointment to one 
who has contributed his efforts with that loyalty and honesty of pur- 
pose which Mr, Soong has, to realize that the Northern Expedition 
did not result in a speedy readjustment or a lightening of the burdens 
of taxation. 

Mr. Soong says that not only have all revenues been exhausted but : 

“In order to meet the urgent administrative and military expendi- 
tures the main sources of revenue, such as the 2 ^ 2 % Surtax, the 
Tobacco Tax, the Stamp Tax, etc., have been pledged for the service 
of various loans.” 

The limited revenue from the four provinces, in reality two provinces, 
has taxed his ingenuity very heavily during the last six months, and 
he states in greater detail that the Ministry of Finance 

“has resorted to further loans and bond issues, secured on the Petro- 
leum Tax, Wheat and Flour Tax, and the increased Sait Tax.” 

He makes the astounding statement that of the total receipts of the 
Government for the half year from June to November 1928, 45% 
comes from such loans and bond flotations, while only 55% was re- 
ceived from revenues. (In regard to the bond issue, see this office’s 
despatch No. 5701 of October 17, 1928.^®) Mi\ Soong expresses doubt 
as to the length of time the Government may be maintained on a 
hand to mouth policy, exceeding the revenues each month, and warns 
his confreres that : 

“It is time that the finances of the coimtry be centralized and re- 
organized, otherwise only bankruptcy can result.” 


”Not printed. 
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He emphasizes the impossibility of floating foreign loans in the pres- 
ent disorganized state of the Government and also expresses the 
belief that it is impossible to float many more loans in the country. 
He insists as the basis for reform that two steps be taken : 

‘^Ist: the military expenditure must be strictly limited, and 

2nd : the national finance must be centralized and reorganized.” 

He also makes it perfectly clear that in order to bring about the 
unification of the national finances there must be a central control 
and a complete and honest accounting to that control by the prov- 
inces. He emphasizes that after such organization the difficulties 
will still not be over as the greatest economy can only result in a 
deficit of fifty million dollars for the current year. 

It must have beeii^ considering the conditions set forth above, with 
great difficulty that Mr. Soong assembled the statement of revenues 
which is contained in the enclosed tables.^® However, he admits 
that these tables are but approximations and with this reservation 
he estimates that the revenue for 1929 will be $457,740,000 ; his budget 
he places at $507,870,000; and this creates a deficit for 1929 of 
$62,130,000 including the item of $12,000,000 for the five Tuans 
which has not been approved by the Budget Committee. The total 
for military expenditure is $192,000,000, which is equivalent to 41% 
of the total estimated revenues or 36% of the gross expenditures. 
This is a generous bribe to the selfish militarists. It is an exorbitant 
percentage of the revenues when it is remembered that in the United 
States the military expenses constitute but 8% of the expenditures 
for all Government purposes. Mr. Soong thus puts the patriotism 
of these ambitious, suspicious and selfish warlords to the acid test. 
It will be very interesting to know the answer that tlie Military 
Conference will make to the frank, patriotic and businesslike state- 
ment of Mr. Soong. If the budget is endorsed and a patriotic effort 
is made to limit the expenditures of this, it will be a surprising 
manifestation on the part of the militarists. It is in the hands of 
these militarists to bridge the financial chasm and it is hoped, with 
very little reason to base this hope upon, that they will meet the 
test. It is possible that they will accept the principle while they 
proceed to loot the country as in the past for additional sums to 
meet the greater expenses. 

At the conclusion of his able report, Mr. Soong places before the 
Conference five proposals and assures them that if they are ac- 
cepted and put into effect 

“the Ministry of Finance will be ready to meet regularly and with- 
out fail at due dates the annual military expenditure of $192,000,000 


^•Not printed. 

See despatch No. 1927, February 18, p. 139. 
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in addition to reasonabls disbandment expenses. If not^ the future 
is dark indeed.” 

Such an undertaking by a financier of less experience and ability 
would not be regarded seriously in China, but considering Mr. 
Soong’s past and his frankness in admitting that thei^ are faults in 
the collection and administration of the finances, there will be a ray 
of hope for the country if his lead is followed. The concentration 
of the power of the nation in the hands of a civilian financial leader 
is infinitely preferable to such concentration in the hands of mili- 
tarists who seek personal aggrandizement in the way of power and 
wealth. Mr. Soong is a very young man, scarcely thirty-five, but 
he has an extremely enviable record to his credit. Let us hope that 
he will be to China what Alexander Hamilton at the same age was 
recognized as being to the Federation of American States. Mr. 
Hamilton was a patriot and financial genius, whose services did 
much to make the United States the sound financial country that it 
is. It is admitted, however, that Mr. Hamilton, without the backing 
and support of a large number of patriotic civil and inilitai'y oj35- 
cials, could not have given to the country that stability which he 
did, and it is certain that Mr. Soong, able though he may be, can- 
not have the support of an equally large number of his confreres 
in the National Government, 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. Cunningham 

893.00/10293 

The Consul at Mukden (Myers) to the Minister in China 
(MacMurray ) 


No. 178 Mukden, January 22, 1929. 

Sir: In compliance with the Legation’s telegraphic instruction of 
January 8, 1929, directing this office to prepare a report regarding gen- 
eral conditions in this consular district, I have the honor to submit a 
report on the lines as indicated. 

General Conditions 

Eecent reports from this office have, it is believed, given a fairly 
accurate picture of existing conditions. The importance of the events 
of the past four weeks cannot be gauged at present, for no changes 
worthy of note have resulted therefrom. The adoption of the Na- 
tionalist flag and the declaration of allegiance to the Nanking Goveini- 
ment although effected by a compromise which is expected to pi'ove 
advantageous to both parties, the local and Nationalist Governments, 

” Copy transmitted to the Department without covering letter : received Febru- 
ary 19, 1929. 
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may have far different consequences. Chang Hsueh-liang’s relations 
with the Nanking Government may probably be more properly de- 
scribed as an alliance with Chiang Chieh-shih.^® Likewise, the elim- 
ination of the two most powerful and probably able members of the 
B'engtien Party, namely Yang Yu-t’ing and Ch’ang Yin-huai, although 
strengthening the position of the existing head of this territory for the 
time being, may later result in the breakup of that party through in- 
ternal or external agencies. The arbitrary and intolerant attitude of 
the radical elements in the Nationalist Party and their growing in- 
fluence are an ever present source of danger in spite of the determina- 
tion of the local Government to prevent their gaining a foothold in 
this territory. Too, the special position of Manchuria vis-a-vis neigh- 
boring countries and the existence therein of extensive foreign interests 
further complicate the situation. 

General conditions in this consular district may be described as 
satisfactory. Banditry is apparently far less prevalent than during 
the winter of 1927/28. Last year’s crops were good and general pros- 
perity prevails. Outwardly, at least, the Fengtien Party which con- 
trols the Three Eastern Provinces and Jehol is closely united under 
the leadership of Chang Hsueh-liang who is believed to be more in- 
terested in the development of the resources of these provinces than 
in playing politics south of the Great Wall. Whether or not the Gen- 
eral can maintain his position as the head of a united party remains 
to be seen, but his conduct of affairs since the death of his father, 
Chang Tso-lin, has been a surprise to many persons. As an indication 
of the growing centralization of authority in these provinces, it may 
be said that General Chang recently appointed his chief secretary, 
Cheng Ch’ien, as directing head of the important Communications 
Commission, vice Ch’ang Yin-huai, and established departments in 
his headquarters to take charge of Nationalist party affairs, various 
revenue matters, etc. On the other hand. General Chang Tso-hsiang, 
military and civil head of the Kirin Government and the most influ- 
ential member of the conservative or old wing of the party, is now in a 
very strong position owing to the elimination of Yang Yu-t’ing and 
does not brook much interference in the affairs of his province. He is 
without doubt the most influential member of the Government. How- 
ever, it is said that this branch of the party looks in a way upon the 
Chang family as the hereditary rulers of the Three Eastern Provinces 
and consequently regards Chang Hsueh-liang as the rightful successor 
of Chang Tso-lin. 

A number of superficial changes have recently taken place in the 
Government in compliance with instructions from Nanking. On 
January 12th Chang Hsueh-liang assumed the title of Chief Com- 

*“Also known as Gen. Chiang Kai-shek. 
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mander of the Northeastern Frontier Army and Chang Tso-hsiang 
and Wan Fu-ling of Vice Commander. The Fengtien Provincial 
Government Commission also completed its organization and entered 
upon its duties on that date. The formal inauguration of the new 
government is not expected until the return of the Mukden delega- 
tion which was recently sent to Nanking. The main purpose of 
this delegation consisting of more than ten officials is, it is under- 
stood, to explain and discuss conditions in the Three Eastern 
Provinces to the high officials at Nanking and to make personal 
contacts with the personnel of that Government. The Chinese 
Eastern Eailway question was supposed to be one of the matters 
to be discussed at Nanking but it has just been learned that at a 
conference yesterday the decision was reached to continue to rec- 
ognize the 1924 agreements with the Soviets.** Fang Pen-jen, the 
representative of Nanking, who has just arrived is reported to have 
participated in that conference. 


CotFKIS 


As reported in my review for November, the Northeastern branch 
of the Supreme Court was formally opened at Mukden on November 
21, 1928. Twelve judges were appointed for the Coint wdiich has 
been functioning since its establishment. No change in the status 
of the Court has been made and it is not known whether the Court 
will continue to function after the so-called reorganization of the 
Government is carried out. 

It has already been officially announced that the laws promul- 
gated by the Nationalist Government are now in foi’co in thi.s terri- 
tory. 

No other developments regarding the courts under civil control 
have come to the attention of this office. 

Several incidents may be of interest in connection with the ad- 
ministration of justice. It will be remembered that under date of 
November 24, 1928, this office rei>orted the severe beating of a Chi- 
nese servant by the police in connection with his examination. It 
was also pointed out that this is the common method of extracting 
evidence, the severity of the beating being in proportion to the length 
of the examination and the nature of the offence which is supposed 
to have been conunitted. 

The shooting of Yang Yu-t’ing and Ch’ang Yin-huai without a 
trial in the reception room of the Commander-in-Chief’s residence 
^ order shows how lightly regular judicial procedure is 
held by the highest Chinese officials when their own interests are 


- r E®-® Relations, 1924, vol. i, pp. 495-J501, 510-511. For corresoondenee 

Sino-Kussian dispute regarding the Chlae.se HJastern Eall^y, see 



CHTENiA 


135 


at stake or in jeopardy. After the death of these men, it may be 
added, court martial proceedings under Chang Hsueh-liang as chief 
judge were held for the purpose of giving an appearance of legality 
to the executions. These proceedings were probably taken with a 
view to influencing foreign opinion more than native, as the Chinese 
generally do not consider General Chang’s course of action as un- 
usual in view of the circumstances. Justification is apparently 
found in the great power wielded by these men and the personal 
danger to which General Chang himself would have been exposed 
had they been arrested and held for trial. 

The arrest by the Police Department of T’ao Chang-ming and 
An Hsiang, two Chinese oflEicials, at the behest of Yang Yu-t’ing 
was mentioned in my political review for December.^^ No charges 
were ever preferred against them during their imprisonment of over 
40 days and were Yang alive today they would probably be still in 
prison. 


SlTUATI03Sr AND FXJTURE PkOSPECTS OF NaTIONAMST GOVERNMENT 

The recent hoisting (on December 29, 1928) of the Nationalist flag 
in the Three Eastern Provinces betokens a closer relationship with the 
Nationalist Government than heretofore. However, for the present, 
at least, this territory is to enjoy a wide degree of autonomy, foreign 
affairs, according to reliable information, being the only department 
of Government to come under the direction or influence of Nanking. 
How much control over this department it will have is not yet clear, 
but doubtless this Government willingly will hand over all perplexing 
negotiations of an important nature. Whether or not the Japanese 
Government will assent to this will perhaps be greatly influenced by 
the relations between it and the Nanking Government. 

A perplexing development is, in my opinion, the apparent inten- 
tion of the Chief Commander’s office to interfere with the administra- 
tion of the post office and maritime customs in this territory. The 
issuance of a circular instruction addressed to the various revenue 
collection offices including post offices and custom houses that they 
should prepare to hand over to the Chief Commander’s office all 
surplus revenues after December 1st, was reported in my confidential 
despatch No. 163, of December 28, 1928.^^ It has just been learned 
that a second order has been issued under the signature of General 
Chang Hsueh-liang to these offices directing them to submit a state- 
ment of their surplus funds together with a budget for the year, list 
of employees, etc. That the Nanking Government will endeavor to 
oppose the execution of this order is to be expected and must be 


®^Not printed. 
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realized by this Government. As Mukden has just acknowledged, at 
least, nominal allegiance to the Nanking Government this attempt to 
interfere with these Central Government organizations is inexpli- 
cable and confusing. In my political review for December the 
opinion was expressed that the original order had probably been 
issued for local political reasons but it now transpires that that was 
not the case. Taken at its face value, it appears to be a serious 
attempt to encompass the disruption of the unified customs and postal 
administrations at the very commencement of the long sought for 
customs autonomy. 

Owing to the many factors involved, it is impossible to express 
an opinion as to the growth of the influence of the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment in this region. However, it possibly is safe to say that if 
the conservative wing of the Nationalist Party I'emains in power 
and is able to strengthen its control in China proper its influence in 
these provinces will gradually increase. 

Daitodr From Badicausm 

That the Government intends to keep out of this territory as far 
as possible communist and radical elements and to suppress any peace 
disturbing movements seems to be sufficiently indicated by its past 
attitude and by the recent order that all Nationalist party offices can 
only be established with the approval of the Chief Commander’s 
headquarters, in which a special department has been created to take 
charge of such matters. It would seem that the intention is to pre- 
vent professional agitators and members of the Kuomintang from 
other parts of China from forming organizations for subversive pur- 
poses and also to keep a record of all party organizations and their 
membership. Japan’s determined stand against radicalism and atti- 
tude toward disturbances in this territory are factors which should 
tend to minimize the danger from radicalism. 

!RECBUDESC®NCaE OF CiVIL WaR 

As far as this Government is concerned, it is generally believed 
that no desire exists to be involved in civil wars. Although entertain- 
ing no aggressive designs, it will maintain full control over its armies 
and will itself determine if further reduction of its forces is feasible. 
The continued large scale operation of the ars('nal signifies that it 
proposes to be prepared for all contingencies. The opinion appears 
to be very general that a recui’rence of civil warfare in China proper 
is unavoidable in view of the jealousies and ambitions of rival lead- 
ers and the weakness of the Nationalist Government. 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mtebs 
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893.00P.R.Mukden/21 

The Consul at Muhden {Myers) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray) ^ 

[Extracts] 

No. 186 Mukden, February Y, 1929. 

Sir: 

The hoisting of the Nationalist flag on December 29th was the fore- 
runner of various changes in the Government, most of them nominal, 
which are to be carried out as preparations therefor are made. On 
January 12th the Political Affairs Committee — ^the old Peace Preser- 
vation Council with another name — ^was organized with General 
Chang Hsueh-liang at its head and the high military and civil author- 
ities adopted their new titles in conformity with the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment organization. No change in personnel has been made as a 
result of this change in government and the actual administration of 
the Government will no doubt follow familiar lines. Two changes 
of note are the abolishment of the Provincial Assembly and of the 
oflSice of Taoyin. It was also announced that courts will henceforth 
be guided by the codes of law promulgated by the Nationalist 
Government. 

The only change in the military situation was the withdrawal of 
a large part of the Fengtien forces from the Shanhaikuan-Luan 
River section although it is understood that this Government is still 
desirous of retaining Chinwangtao within its sphere. 

Negotiations in regard to the operation of the Peking-Mukden 
Railway and the return of rolling stock made progress, it was re- 
ported, but no final settlement has been reached. Some rolling stock 
was returned to the railways within the Wall. 

The new kerosene oil tax of $1.00 per case was enforced from J an- 
uary 1st but the companies refused to pay the tax direct or cooperate 
in its collection as desired by the Special Kerosene Tax Bureau. As 
a final step the Bureau threatened to seize all oil stocks in Chinese 
territory at the end of January and has actually carried out the 
threat in a few cases. According to instructions from Nanking, the 
oil tax was to be abolished on February 1st but so far no proclama- 
tion to this effect has been issued. 

..*•••• 

Nominal changes in the machinery of government occurred on 
January 12th in compliance with orders from Nanking. General 
Chang Hsueh-liang assumed the title of Chief Commander of the 

-Copy transmitted to the Department -withont covering letter; received March 
2, 1929. 



138 TORBIGN REIiATIONS, 1929, VOUOME H 

Northeastern Frontier Army and Generals Chang Tso-hsiang and 
Wan Fu-lin of Vice Commander of this force. The organization of 
the Fengtien Provincial Government Commission, composed of eleven 
members with Civil Governor Chai Wcn-hsuan as Chief Commis- 
sioner (the new title), was announced on tlie same day. The North- 
eastern Political Affairs Committee — the Peace Preservation Coun- 
cil under another name — also came into existence on J anuary 12th. 
Its membership comprises the following: Chang Hsueh-liang, chief 
of the Committee, and Chang Tso-hsiang, Chang Ching-hui, Wan 
Fu-lin, T’ang Yu-lin, Fang Pen-jen, Chai Wen-hsuan, Wang Shu- 
han, Liiu Shang-ch’ing, Liu Tse, Mo Te-hui, Yuan Chin-k’ai and 
Shen Hung-lieh. With the exception of Fang Pen-jen, these men 
are all members of the Fengtien Party. It may be added that ac- 
cording to press reports the Nanking Government desires to abolish 
this Committee which, however, is opposed by General Chang on the 
ground that it is needed here in view of the peculiar situation. 

The formal inauguration of the new Government, it may be added, 
took place on February 4th. 

• • • • • • • 

It may be mentioned here that Fang Pen-jen, the i*epresentative of 
the Nanking Government, arrived here on January 26th. His visit 
was primarily in connection with the inaixgnration of the Nationalist 
Government system at Mukden. 

According to Chinese in close touch with the Government, the pres- 
ent tendency is toward closer cooperation with the Nanking Govern- 
ment. No doubt the elimination of Yang Yu-t’ing and Ch’ang Yin- 
huai is a contributoi'y factor in this development. The Government, 
it is reported, has conceded many points to the Nanking representa- 
tives. Such outstanding questions as the operation of the Peking- 
Mukden Railway, the return of the rolling stock and the evacuation 
of the Shanhaikuan-Luan River section ai*e undei'stood to be near a 
settlement. Concerning the orders issued to the post offices and other 
Central Government Administrations to submit statements of their 
surplus funds, etc., it has been learned on good authority tliat General 
Chang sent a secret telegram late in the month stating that interfer- 
ence with these administrations will cease. The Nanking instruction 
to abolish the kerosene oil tax and native customs offices is under 
consideration and in the opinion of Chinese compliance is to be ex- 
pected- The important Communications Commission, as built up by 
Ch’ang Yin-huai, will probably be reorganized if not eventually 
abolished. Certainly the Central Postal Administration created by 
the Commission is an anomaly. 


I have [etc.] 


M. S- Myers 
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893.00P.R./16 

The Minister in Ghimxi {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 1927 Peking, February 18, 1929. 

[Received April 1.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®® I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during January, 1929: 

Ultimate authority remained during the month, as before, in the 
hands of the military leaders as such rather than as high officials of 
a central government whose several departments have not yet been 
fully organized. The events of the period, while not in themselves 
of unusual moment or direction, indicated continuing unrest in the 
country and the possibility of further disturbances resulting from 
the conflicting ambitions of the militarists and from rivalry between 
the radical elements and those in control of the government. The 
impression persisted that Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, a possible future 
champion of the Left Wing, constituted one of the greatest elements 
of uncertainty . . . 

There was fighting in Szechwan between Generals Yang Sen and 
Liu Hsiang, during the month, the edicts of Nanking to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sporadic disturbances by groups of irresponsible individuals 
roughly labelled “Communists,” usually involving much bloodshed 
and destruction of property, were reported during J anuary as in the 
past. 

The Disbandment Conference 

The following salient facts and observations are gleaned from a 
frank and able report of January 11th to the National Military 
Reorganization and Disbandment Conference by Mr. T. V. Soong, 
Minister of Finance : ®^ 


Concluding his report, Mr. Soong laid before the Conference the 
following proposals involving a centralization of control over gov- 
ernmental finances: 

“1. That all national taxes shall be collected only by the agents of 
the Ministry of Finance, and the military and local authorities shall 
be strictly forbidden to detain any portion, or impose surtaxes on any 
pretext whatever. 


" Not printed ; it instructed the Minister to supplement his political reports by 
a brief monthly summary of events and conditions in China. 

** See despatch No. 5809, January 19, from the Consul General at Shanghai 
to the Minister In China, p. 129. 
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2. That the Ministry of Finance shall have undivided control over 
the appointment of financial officers, and the administrative policy. 

3. That provincial and railway subsidies to the different armies’ 
shall now be remitted to the National Treasury, which shall be re- 
sponsible for payment of all military expenses- 

4. That all provincial gendarmerie or peace preservation soldiery 
shall be paid out of provincial revenues. 

5. That this Conference shall definitely apportion the military al- 
lowance among the different militai^ uuits^ and prescribe in detail 
the procedure of payment to each or the units, which sliould be fol- 
lowed by the Ministry of Finance. When this plan is fully worked 
out it shall be submitted to the Government for approval and pro- 
mulgation as law to be strictly observed by tlie Military authorities 
and the Ministry of Finance.” 

Mr. Soong stated that should these five conditions be accepted and 
put into effect, the Ministry of Finance w^ould be prepared to meet 
regularly and without fail at the due dates the annual military 
expenditure of $192,000,000 in addition to reasonable disbandment 
expenses.* 

The Conference was in session between the first and the twenty- 
fifth of January. It elected, upon dissolution, a standing committee 
of eleven members to carry out its decrees, wlxich, as suggested by the 
Military Attache’s office, are a panacea for the various ills with which 
China is afflicted, and which it is not believed are capable of execution 
under present circumstances of effective control on the part of indi- 
vidual militarists of the machinery of government. The general pro- 
gram fixes the authorized strength of the National Army at sixty-five 
divisions, totalling approximately 800,000 men (half of the present 
number of those under arms) at an annual expenditure of $192,000,000, 
Chinese currency, as suggested by Mr. T. V. Soong. To prevent the 
continuation of the system of regional military control, the head- 
quarters of the Commander in Chief, the commanders of the various 
group armies, the various field commanders, as well as the various 
central military organs, are forthwith to be abolished, supreme mili- 
tary authority being vested in the Central Disbandment Comnaittee, 
which shall control all military movements througliout the entire 
country. 


Conditions in the Ciiefoo District 

As set forth in reports from the Consul at Chefoo, the comparative 
quiet of that district since last September was disturbed by a mutiny 
in the latter part of January by the garrison troops at Hwanghsien 
and Lungkow followed by looting, the mutiny apparently having 
been caused by the fact that General Liu Chen-nien had removed the 
generals in command at the two places because they were suspected 
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of having planned his overthrow. Upon the arrival of Japanese 
naval forces, which in turn were succeeded by troops of the Third 
Division loyal to General Liu, the mutinous troops were compelled 
to proceed southward towards Chaoyuan into an area in which the 
‘‘Red Spears,” organized in Eastern Shantung, as elsewhere, as a 
protection against brigands and undisciplined troops, were excep- 
tionally strong. The damage done to the Japanese shops looted was 
estimated at about $8,000, Chinese currency, no other foreign property 
being molested. 

The cordiality of General Liu’s relations with the central govern- 
ment remained open to question during January, although he had 
accepted the post of Commander of the Third Division of the new 
Nationalist reorganized forces. Mr. Webber reported that, with the 
exception of the above-mentioned mutiny and looting, the redeeming 
factors of the General’s administration of Chefoo were that order 
had been maintained and legitimate trading made possible, taxation 
being lower than during the preceding Chang Tsung-ch’ang regime. 
Mr. Webber also reported that, with the object of making the port 
more sightly. General Liu ordered that the exterior of every place 
of business be painted blue, resulting, since no particular shade was 
specified, in a variety of interpretations of that color. 

• ...«•• 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMxjrrat 


893.00P.R./17 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 1996 Peking, March 18, 1929. 

[Received April 29.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®^ I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during February, 
1929: 

There were few occurrences of importance in Sino-Foreign rela- 
tions during the month, the period being chiefly characterized by 
localized disturbances which emphasized the absence of real authority 
throughout the country on the part of the Nanking Government, and 
which appeared to indicate the possibility of an impending realign- 
ment of political forces involving a swing to the left (perhaps under 
the leadership of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang) in connection with the 
meeting, in March, of the 3rd National Congress of Kuomintang 
Representatives. 


Not printed. 
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China’s new import tariff went into effect on February 1st without 
general legal sanction since most of the treaties with foreign powers 
conceding tariff autonomy had not yet become operative* Those 
Powers which did not formally acquiesce in the enforcement of the 
tariff adopted, ex gratia^ a passive attitude towards it* 

On February 4th, the formal inauguration was held of the new 
government at Mukden, Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang being ceremo- 
niously installed as Chief Commander of the Northeastern Frontier 
Army and Generals Chang Tso-hsiang and Wan Fu-lin as vice-com- 
manders. The members of the Fengtien Provincial Government 
Commission were also installed in oiEce. 

There were no developments of particular significance in Sino- 
Japanese relations during the month: formal negotiations with a 
view to the settlement of the outstanding differences between the two 
countries remained suspended, but a number of conversations were 
held between relatively minor ofiicials on matters of detail. IlK)cal 
negotiations, for example, respecting the resumption of freight traf- 
fic over the Tsinan section of the Tientsin-Pukow Railway were 
brought to a conclusion on February 9th by the signing of a provi- 
sional agreement inter alia providing for the operation of one freight 
train each day from Tsinan to Kushan and north to Yencheng, with 
additional trains as traffic increases. 

The Legation was informed that an American Advisory Committee, 
acting in Peking in behalf of the China Famine Relief Committee 
in New York, allocated, during the month, $20,000, Chinese cuiTency, 
to be used by the Salvation Army in the maintenance of gruel kitchens 
in Chahar and Suiyuan, and $110,000, Chinese currency, for relief 
work in Suiyuan, Shensi, Kansu, and Honan, to be administered by 
the China International Famine Relief Commission. 


Disturbances in Eastern Shantung 

The revolt, in January, of General Liu Kui-tai’s troops at Hwang- 
hsien and Lungkow against the authority of General Liu Chen-nien, 
nominally in command of the Nationalist forces in Eastern Shantung, 
was followed by more serious disturbances during February. The 
region, as the Consul at Chefoo expressed it, became a cockpit alike 
for brigands, ‘h'ed spears,” insurgents, and quasi-governmental 
forces, a situation working the customary liardship on the local i:)opu- 
lace. General Chang Tsung-chang, the leader of tlie insurgents, 
reached Lungkow on February 19th from Dairen, notwithstanding 
Japanese surveillance, and set up his headquarters a few days later 
at Tengchow. His arrival, according to his statements, was part 
of a general movement of Northern leaders dissatisfied witli the man- 
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ner in which the Kuomintang, or ‘^Southern Party,” had monopolized 
control of affairs and ignored all other factions. The first real clash 
of the campaign occurred on February 21st, when pro-Chang Tsung- 
chang troops to the number of 24,000 were reported to have been 
successfully opposed by 7,000 men loyal to General Liu Chen-nien. 
At the end of the month. General Chang Tsung-chang claimed con- 
trol of all of Eastern Shantung except Chefoo and its immediate 
vicinity. Fighting ceased on the 26th and negotiations were entered 
into with Liu Chen-nien for a peaceful turn-over. General Liu, 
whose allegiance to the Central Government had never been very firm, 
received support from the latter only to the extent of a remittance 
of Yuan $50,000, and 200,000 rounds of ammunition during February 
and it was felt, at the end of the month, that he was prepared to turn 
to either side. 

General Chang Tsung-chang, whose venture caused some anxiety 
in North China, claimed that the movement would include Generals 
Yen Hsi-shan, Chu Yu-pu, Wu Peifu, Pai Chung-hsi, Chi Hsieh- 
yuan, as well as certain other leaders in Manchuria, but not including 
General Chang Hsueh-liang, whom he discoimted. 

No anti-foreign incidents were reported in relation to these occur- 
ences. A number of foreign men-of-war lay off Chefoo, however, as 
a precautionary measure. 

Relations Between Hankow and Nanking 

On February 19th, the Wuhan Branch Political Council, bringing 
the usual charges of negligence and corruption, ordered the removal 
from office of General Lu Ti-ping, Chairman of the Hunan Provin- 
cial Government, and appointed General Ho Chien in his place, pre- 
sumably with the consent of General Li Tsung-jen, the head of the 
Kwangsi faction. Following relatively large troop movements from 
Hankow by railway. General Lu was driven from Changsha on the 
21st, the move being executed by a general who represented the 
Kwangsi groups in Hankow. 

General Lu Ti-ping was an appointee of the Nanking Government 
and the incident accordingly gave rise to rumors, unsubstantiated 
during February, of impending hostilities between General Chiang 
Kai-shek and the Kwangsi group. The Central Political Council 
concluded that an investigation should be made into the action of 
the Wuhan Branch Political Council in independently naming a new 
head to the Hunan Provincial Government and in conniving at his 
being put into office by force. (The meeting at which the decision 
in question was reached had been attended only by the Chairman of 
the Hupeh Provincial Govermnent, the Wuhan Garrison Com- 
mander, and the Chief of Staff of General Li Tsung-jen.) The 
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Council, however, appointed General Li Tsung-jen as one of the two 
members of a commission to undertake such an investigation* The 
other member was Dr. Ts’ai Yiian-p’ei, the Director of the Control 
Yuan. Ex post facto the Central Political Council likewise ap- 
pointed General Ho Chien as the temporary Chairman of the Himan 
Provincial Government. 

Conditions in Canton 

The Consul General at Canton informed the Legation that good 
order was maintained in his district during February but that 
rumors of an approaching conflict in the North and of a possible 
reaction in the South were insistent at the end of the month and so 
there was some uneasiness amongst upper class Chinese. Marshal 
Li Chai-sum** returned to Canton from a conference of Kwangsi 
leaders at Wuchow at the end of February, announcing that he would 
leave again for Nanking shortly. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMurrat 

893.00/10409 

The GonsuL at Nanking {Price) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray) 

[Extracts] 

No. L-55 Nanking, March 20, 1029. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit an interim report on the political 
situation in this area at the time of the opening of the Third National 
Congress in Nanking. . . . 

•••••- . 

No compromise having been effected, and the Government having 
so arranged that no Opposition delegates niight attend the Congress, 
we have now to consider what action the Opposition took or is taking 
to meet the situation- All that is known is that Yu Yu-jen, pre- 
viously mentioned, refused to attend the inaugural meeting of the 
Congress and left Nanking for, it is said, Canton, where it is rumored 
he will attempt to convene a rival Congress; that a fiery Manifesto, 
bearing the names of Wang Ching-wei, Yu Yu-jeu and other Left 
Wing leaders, appeared in the press {North China Dally News^ 
March 14, 1929), denouncing the Government and the Congress; and 
that the police of Nanking arrested some thirty-five persons, seized 
several thousand pamphlets, — ^which, it is said, were intended for use 
in a large anti-Goveimment demonstration, — and are reported to have 

” Also tnown as Li Chi-sen. 

transmitted to the Department without covering letter ; received April 
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unearthed a plot against the lives of leading Government officials. It 
is also a fact that runs on branches at Shanghai and Canton of the 
Central Bank of China occurred, bearing out the theory of radical 
instigation to discredit the Government. 

On the whole, however, the Opposition has shown itself surpris- 
ingly meek in the face of the strong attitude of the Government. 
Whatever else this may or may not mean, it seems reasonable to take 
the fact that there has been no disorder as an indication of the 
strength of the Government, 

What the Opposition elements will now attempt to do is difficult to 
say. It cannot safely be assumed that they are completely cowed, and 
are yielding to the apparently inevitable. About all that can be said 
is that indications are that whatever action they take must be insti- 
tuted outside the nation’s capital. 

The “strong arm” policy of the Government, which has led to the 
present situation, has not been without its unfortunate results. It is 
significant that, except for General Li Chi-sen at Canton, not one of 
the important military leaders outside the Chiang Kai-shek clique has 
attended the conference. In the case of Feng Yu-hsiang, he has not 
only absented himself, but has significantly resigned his post as Min- 
ister of Military Affairs. 

On the face of things, much that was accomplished by the Disband- 
ment Conference of January of this year has been undone. The 
split between the Government and all other factions seems wider 
than ever. The Government has apparently resorted to a show of 
force, vis-a-vis any and all opposition ; has called a Congress virtually 
of its own choosing, thereby largely scrapping the constitution of the 
Kuomintang Party ; and seems in a fair way to perpetuate itself at 
and through such Congress. There can be no denying that there has 
thus been created a new entity, which may be called “the Govern- 
ment”, divorced in fact from the Party, though still using the Party 
name for its authority ; and claiming the right of separate existence 
and of continuity. 

This is a most significant development and requires most careful 
examination, if the present state of China is to be given its correct 
values. The fundamental question is: Has a new oligarchy been 
created, built up around the person of Chiang Kai-shek, which will 
continue to assert its authority, so far as it now has it and so far as it 
may be made to spread, over surrounding territory ; or is the present 
phenomenon but an expression of the “will to endure” of those who see 
no other way for China to carry on as a sovereign state under present 
conditions? No attempt will be made to answer this question dog- 
matically, but observations will be offered which may throw some 
light on it. 
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In the first place, even though every legal and constitutional point 
was strained, to effect the assembling of a group of delegates to the 
Congress who could be counted upon to support the existing Govern- 
ment, nothing has yet been changed in that complicated mechanism 
of Government created by the Kuomintang Party to protect the group 
from the individual. The present legal machinery cannot easily be 
used by a single man to set himself up in absolute power. Where 
such legal machinery for safeguarding the rights of the groiip exists, 
danger of individual autocracy is lessened. Hence, even if, for the 
moment, an oligarchy has been created, it is an oligarchy composed 
of a very considerable number of individuals, each of whom has 
rather definite rights and powers. 

In the second place, the Congress now in session has openly 
declared itself in favor of a vigorous carrying out of a nation-wide 
system of education of the people in the science of government. The 
slogan of the Congress may well be described as — ‘‘Prepare for the 
Period of Constitutionalism”. The principles of popular govern- 
ment have been given an apparent set-back, but there can be no 
question that the idea of it vigorously persists. 

In the third place, if, as seems reasonable, one may judge from 
the statements of responsible officials, there is genuine rcgi'et that 
the present Congress left no room for an Opposition, The problem 
of providing for some sort of system, something more than is now 
provided, which will permit of the organization and effective func- 
tioning of an Opposition, is being honestly faced by many able and 
powerful persons in the present Government. 

Finally, there should not be overlooked the circumstance that the 
present Government cries out for more time, for continuity of 
effort and aim sufficient to bring programs now launched nearer 
to effective realization. The claim is made that to have permitted 
the Opposition — admittedly radical — ^to have entered tlie Congress 
in any numbers would simply have resulted in chaos, and the un- 
doing of much already accomplished, 

No matter what may be the explanation, however, the fact remains 
that the present Government has determined to perpetuate itself, 
and has taken on the garb of virtual autocracy to do so. Whether 
the germ of popular government will endure [through] this period, 
and whether the means employed will have raised up forces "which 
will render impossible the attainment of the end, history alone can 
say. 

• 

In conclusion, the observation is offered that the real test of the 
Chinese Nationalist Revolution, and of the Government which 
evolved therefrom, is now” at hand. Forces for peace and for war 
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are both strong. But even should war-fare again break out, it is 
by no means a foregone conclusion that the Government must fail. 
It is strong, confident; has access to greater financial resources than 
any single opponent; and has the inestimable advantage of being 
“the Government”. 

I have [etc.] Ebistest B. Pricsb 

893.00P.R./18 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2049 Peking, April 22, 1929, 

[Keceived May 25.] 

Sm: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, o± 
October 9, 1925,®® I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during March, 1929: 

The disturbances of February, resulting in some cases from a dis- 
regard of the specific orders of the Nanking authorities and in others 
from avowed attempts to disrupt the unity of the country, brought 
into question the degree of real authority of the Central Government 
and suggested the possibility of an impending realignment of political 
forces whereby the group in power in Nanking would be replaced 
by a rival faction — ^presumably either by one of more liberal tend- 
encies, under the leadership of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, or by the 
Kwangsi militarists. Realizing the danger confronting him and 
accepting the necessity of military action to consolidate his position 
General Chiang Kai-shek decided, during the period under review, 
to force the issue with the Kwangsi faction as the most immediately 
aggressive of his actual or potential rivals. “Under the Kuomin- 
tang Government there shall be no place for the Kwangsi Govern- 
ment,” General Chiang stated in a public announcement. The three 
Kwangsi leaders. Generals Li Tsung-jen, Li Chai-sum, and Pai 
Chung-hsi, were expelled from the Kuomintang ; and at the end of the 
month a punitive expedition, the despatch of which was approved 
by the Third National Congress of the party, was launched against 
Hankow under the personal direction of General Chiang Kai-shek. 
Concentrations of troops to the reported number of 100,000 by Nan- 
king and 60,000 by Hankow had taken place by the end of March, 
but no decisive engagement was fought- Kwangsi’s short-lived re- 
sistance collapsed early in April, the sudden debacle being caused by 
the defection of adherents and by poor leadership. 

The Third National Congress was in session from March 15th to 
28th inclusive. In spite of the fact that it was not truly representative 
of the country, being packed by delegates of the government’s selec- 


**Not printed. 
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tion, it would ordinarily have been the outstanding event of the 
month. As it was, the Congress was overshadowed in importance 
by the campaign of the Central Government allegedly for the pur- 
pose of coping with the disaffection at Hankow and perpetuating 
itself as a dominant political entity. 

The impression prevailed during the month that the characteristic 
indeterminateness of Feng Yu-hsiang’s reaction to the crisis faced by 
a government to which he owed nominal allegiance resulted from his 
realization of the fact tliat serious fighting between Nanking and 
the Kwangsi faction would make him the dominant force in China. 
M a rsh a l Feng Yu-hsiang, General Yen Hsi-shan, and Marshal Chang 
Hsueh-liang, however, are all reported to have informed Nanking 
that they would support the central authorities. 

On March 20th the influence of the Nanking Government was at 
least ostensibly strengthened in North China w’hen Kwangsi faction 
troops in Hopei, to the number of 60,000, formerly under the com- 
mand of General Pai Chung-hsi, shifted their allegiance to General 
Tang Sheng-chih who now professes to support. Chiang Kai-shek. 
It will be recalled that General Tang was ousted from the control 
of Hankow in the fall of 1927 by General Li Tsimg-jen, then acting 
under the orders of General Chiang Kai-shek. 

The struggle between Generals Liu Chen-nien and Chang Tsung- 
chang in eastern Shantung continued intermittently throughout the 
month, the former as the alleged champion of the authority of the 
Central Government in that area and the latter in the franker 
role of independent Northern militarist. Chang Taung-chang’s 
troops entered Chefoo on March 27th, and it was evivlent at the 
end of March that Liu Cheu-nien, who was then surrounded at 
Ninghai, had been defeated. 

General Li Chai-sum, perhaps the most influential of the Kwangsi 
leaders, decided, on receiving guarantees of protection from certain 
elder statesmen, to attend the Thix-d National Congress, being actu- 
ated apparently by a desire to avert the menacing consequences of 
the February coup in Hunan. Following the March 27lh session of 
the Congress, during which the motion was passed dismissing the 
three Kwangsi leaders, Li Chai-sum was placed under custody and 
became a prisoner at Tangshan, near Nanking. Considerable in- 
terest was ai'oused by the x'epoi’t that he even had been executed, but 
this was not confirmed during the period under review'. 

In Sino- Japanese relations the period was marked hy the signa- 
ture of notes in settlement of the Tsinan incident.®** Intelligence 


incident, see Porden RelatioM, 1928, 
iQoa^’ **^s*”»> and 219-221. For text of the settlement of March 28, 

1929, see The China Year Book, 1929-30, p. 892. 
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of the adjustment of the matter was very favorably rv^ceived, edi- 
torial opinion in China being in general to the effect that the settle- 
ment constituted the most important occurrence in the country’s 
foreign affairs since the conclusion of the Sino-American Tariff 
Treaty of July 25, 1928.®’’ 

As previously reported by the Consul at Nanking, the ceremony 
for Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s interment, which had been scheduled to take 
place on March 12th, was postponed to June 1st, next, principally 
because the Chungshan Avenue, which connects the water-front 
with the tomb on the slope of Purple Mountain, had not yet been 
completed. 

In a telegram of March 30th the Vice Consul in charge at Yun- 
nanfu informed the Legation that a resumption of fighting in south- 
western China in sympathy with the disturbances on the Yangtze 
appeared to be likely. Mr. Chamberlain stated that Yunnan ap- 
parently would support the Nanking Government, opposing the 
provinces of Kwangsi and Kweichow which were affiliated with 
Hankow. 

The period was marked in South China by a number of com- 
munist uprisings involving, in Baangsi, the destruction of mission 
property. It was reported, in this relation, that two towns in 
Fukien had been captured and partially burned by a communist 
force from Kiangsi, said to have had five Russian advisers and to 
have numbered 6,000. The Consul in charge at Foochow suggested 
that the occurrence might have been an opportunist adventure based 
on the hope of disturbances in the Yangtze valley incident to the 
Nankiiig-Hankow controversy. The places were later reported to 
have been retaken by government forces. 

Relations Between Nanejng and Hanxow 

The following account of the Nanking-Kwangsi conflict, as far as 
it had progressed during the period under review, is taken from a 
report by the Legation’s Military Attache. 

. . the preparations of General Chiang Kai-shek to effect a mili- 
tary show-down with the Kwangsi leaders began almost immediately 
after the affair at Changsha on February 21st and were continuous 
and expeditious. Despite the propaganda from Nanking designed 
to prove the Wuhan commanders to be the aggressors and despite 
the pretense of negotiating for a peaceful settlement with Li Tsung- 
jen and Li Chi-sen, Chiang proceeded rapidly with his mobilization. 
The Kwangsi faction leaders undoubtedly had been truculent with 
Nanking in many instances. They withheld all revenues and did not 
even pretend to carry out Nanking’s mandates. They drove out 
Nanking’s appointees because the latter were engaged in intrigues 

^Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, p. 475. 

S23423 — 43 — vol. ii 1© 
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to undermine Kwangsi influence in Hunan. Technically they were 
rebels against Nanking. From a practical Chinese political point of 
view they were a rival faction to Chiang Kai-shek and the Canton 
clique and were attempting to enlarge uieir control so as to chal- 
lenge Chiang’s position in the government. 

Having mobilized twelve divisions in the zone of operations with 
an absence of confusion indicating a degree of staff organization 
unusual in Chhia, Chiang obtained authority from the party con- 

g ress on March 23rd to handle the situation as the government saw 
t. On March 27th, the order for the attack was issued. Six divi- 
sions under Liu Hsih made the main effort, advancing on Hankow 
along the north bank of the Yangtze. Clm Pei-teh with six divi- 
sions widely distributed along the western boi’der of Kiangsi, moved 
into Hupeh and Hunan and guarded the south flank J^ainst possi- 
ble Kwangsi reinforcements from Kwangtung and K^angsiT As 
alwaySj Feng Yu-hsiang’s attitude was in doubt. Nevertheless his 
subordinate, Han Fu-chu, was ordered to advance on Hankow by the 
Kin-Han railway. Feng mobilized about five (and later seven) divi- 
sions in southern Honan under Han Fu-chu’s command, and declared 
liis adherence to the Central Government. 

The national navy, employing about 18 gunboats, operated in con- 
junction with the main effort. Chiang Kai-shek personally pro- 
ceeded to the front on March 29th. The advance was a mere march. 
The Wuhan forces consisted of about five divisions on the north bank 
of the Yangtze. Everywhere they withdrew without fighting, A de- 
fensive line was constructed extending from Yanglo on the river 
northwest to the Kin-Han railway near Ilwangpei, and for a while 
it seemed that a fight was expected here, lly April 1st thi.s line had 
been reached at Yanglo and the government forces were, eonductine- a 
wide enveloping movement from the north.” ** 

The Third National Congress of 'I'he Ktiomintang 

The following notes on the Third National Congres.s of Kuomin- 
tang Representatives in the main are ba.sed on a detailed report on 
the Congress by the Consul at Nanking: 

The Second National Congrc.ss was convened in January, 1926, 
and according to the terms of the original coiustitution of the’ Party 
the third meeting .should have been held in January of the following 
year. Military activity and political vit'is.situ<les contributed toward 
making postponement inevitable and the Third National Congress 
did not meet until Maich 15, 1929. The closing ceremojiy took place 
on March 28th. 

No major changes occurred in the high authorities of the Central 
Kuomintang as a result of the Congress and it was thought probable 
that theie would be but slight modifications in the staffs of the vari- 
ous departments. In so far as could be ascertained, it appeared likely 
that few changes would be made in the National Government, the 
chief consequence of the Congress in that respect being a strengthen- 
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ing and consolidation of the government organization through the 
recognition accorded it by the Congress. 

There is reason to believe that one of the chief causes for the 
Government’s postponing the holding of the Congress was that it 
was feared that a Left Wing victory would result therefrom. In 
order to minimize the possibility of such a contingency, the dis- 
tribution of delegates to the Congress was arranged according to the 
following methods and in the following percentages : 


Elected by Party members 25 per cent. 

Selected by the Central Kuomintang after 

election by Party members 32% per cent. 

Appointed by the Central Kuomintang 42% per cent. 


It thus is apparent that of the total of 356 delegates the Organiza- 
tion Department of the Central Party Headquarters appointed or 
designated 294. 

The following is a translation of an extract from the lengthy 
Manifesto passed by the Congress: 

^‘The present Congress is coincident with the attainment of national 
unity and the inauguration of the Period of Political Tutelage. 
As Party members we must realize from our past painful experi- 
ences that it is absolutely necessary to follow the teachings or our 
late Leader and strive to mitigate the people’s sufferings. Other- 
wise how can we face our late comrades who made the supreme 
sacrifice? Judging from present circumstances we must admit that 
unless we carry out the Three Principles of the People in their 
entirety, we cannot hope to combat the imperialistic foreign powers 
and the revival of feudalism. 

We hope that all Party members will take an optimistic view 
of the future, take counsels from the people, and obey the teachings 
of our late Leader. We further hope that our brethren throughout 
the whole country will give us their loyal and wholehearted support, 
at the same time impressing upon us the duty of exerting ourselves 
in the service of the Party and the Nation and courageously pro- 
ceeding with the program of Revolution.” 

A foreign critic of the work of the Congress expressed himself 
as follows in regard to it : 

‘‘Since 1927 the people and party members waited for the con- 
vening of this Congress to right their wrongs. The Congress met 
and faded away.” 


COJSTDITIONS IN' EaSTERN SeCANTUNTG 

The following summary of the situation in eastern Shantung 
during March is based on a despatch of April 3rd from the Consul 
at Chefoo: 

There was no change in the local situation until March 23rd. The 
negotiations entered into at the end of February between General 
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Liu Ohen-nien, then in control of the Chefoo and Muping (NTing- 
hai) area, and General Chang Tsung-ch’ang, the head of the at- 
tacking forces outside of that area, presumably were satisfactorily 
concluded on March 14th. The terms of settlement, however, were 
not carried out. It seemed that a sham battle for “face saving” 
was first planned, but the scheme evidently miscarried owing to the 
lack of faith of the opponents in each other. It is known that, the 
day before Liu Chen-nien retreated, a Chinese vessel which he had 
commandeered left Chefoo for Tengchowfu with two officers on 
board empowered to arrange for General Liu’s turnover, but that 
they arrived too late — Chang Tsung-ch’ang and his staff having 
already departed for the Fushan battle front, leaving no person 
of authority with whom to deal. 

Liu Chen-nien’s eventual defeat was apparently due to the defec- 
tion of a regiment under a Colonel Liang, a subordinate of General 
Ho I-san. These troops retreated instead of advancing as ordered 
and opened the front at Fushan for General Chang’s forces. On 
March 27th Chang Tsung-ch’ang’s troops captured Chefoo and hoisted 
the five-barred flag. There was no looting either on the part of the 
retreating or the victorious forces. 

The month ended with Chefoo quiet and with telegraph, telephone 
and motor road communications once again restored. The only mili- 
tary operations were those involving the surrounding of the rem- 
nants of Liu Chen-nien’s forces in the walled city of Muping. Gen- 
eral Liu was evidently desirous of surrendering, but up to April 3rd 
Chang Tsung-ch’ang had refused to entertain his overtures. To avoid 
the destruction of lives and property (Muping having n population 
of about 100,000), the Chinese Chamber of Commerce there was en- 
deavoring to arrange the terms of surrender. 

In a despatch of April 10th dealing with political conditions in his 
district during March, the Consul at Tsingtao reported that interest 
there in General Chang Tsung-ch’ang’s adventure was on the wane, it 
being felt that his chance for serious accomplishment and mischief 
had passed with the settlement of the Tsinan incident and with the 
success of General Chiang Kai-shek’s exiiedition agaiinst Hankow and 
the failure of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang to interfere therewith. Mr. 
Dorsey stated further that it grew increasingly probable that Feng 
Yu-hsiang would succeed to the control of Shantung, including 
Tsingtao. 

Chang Tsung-ch’ang in the mean time was profiting from his oc- 
cupation of Chefoo in raising for his own needs all the revenue 
that the district would yield. 


I have [etc.] 


J. V. A. MacMukkat 
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893.00/10423 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Pekiitg, May 9, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received May 9 — 3 p. m,®®] 

369. [From] American Consul at Chefoo: 

“May 8, 8 a. m. ^ At the request of American Missionaries, other 
Christian organization, Fushan gentry and Chefoo Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce, I interviewed General Liu Chen-nien yesterday regard- 
ing permitting women and children to leave besieged city of Fushan. 
Liu has up to now refused to receive anybody, hence my being 
brought into the matter, which I did solely on humanitarian grounds. 
Liu received me most cordially and as a result he is willing to permit 
all women and children to come out. I got in touch with Chu 
Yu-pu’s representative who has also agreed. Further, in view of the 
large number of wounded numbering more than 300 within the walled 
city and number outside walls estimated at 400 but in area from 
which they cannot be rescued (apparently Red Cross workers are 
not recognized by either faction), I have brought Liu and Chu’s 
representatives together, and I understand that, as a result of con- 
ference, armistice will be agreed whereby both sides will permit 
volunteer Red Cross workers to look after the wounded and bury 
dead.” 

I am replying as follows: 

“May 9, 6 p. m. While not desiring definitely to disapprove of 
the action which you have taken as reported in your May 8, 8 a. m., 
I feel that you should exercise great caution not to become involved 
in a situation which might prove extremely embarrassing should 
either of the Chinese factions concerned suffer some unequal dis- 
comfiture as a result of the mediation which you have undertaken.” 

MAoMxjnRAY 


893.00P.E./19 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[EiXtracts] 

No. 2108 Peking, May 17, 1929. 

[Received June 21.] 

Snt: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®® I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during April, 1929. 

Hostilities between Nanking and the Kwangsi faction came to an 
abrupt end with the withdrawal of the Wuhan forces from the front 
on April 4th and the entry of General Chiang Kai-shek into Hankow 
on the following day. The hold on Eastern Shantung, of the insur- 


“ Telegram in two sections. 
®*Not printed. 
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gents under General Chang Tsung-ch’ang, was also broken during the 
period under review, so that the month ended more brightly for the 
Central Government tlian had March. Fundamentally, however, the 
situation continued unchanged, the ostensible unity of the country 
remaining a temporary balance of forces as among various military 
groups whose interests were still unreconciled if not irreconcilable. 
The Kwangsi faction, defeated at Hankow- but not eliminated, ap- 
parently was on the verge of hostilities against Canton at the end 
of April. Furthermore, there appeared to be little hope of har- 
monious cooperation between the Nanking Government and Marshal 
Feng Yu-hsiang, whose desire to control an area capable of support- 
ing his large armies, pi-eferably with an outlet to the sea, was in- 
compatible with General Chiang Kai-shek’s ambition to govern a 
united country. 

• 

As reported by the Consul General at Shanghai, the China Na- 
tional Aviation Corporation, with an authorized capital of ten mil- 
lion dollars, Chinese currency, entirely owned by the National Gov- 
ernment, was organized on April 5th by the State Council at the 
suggestion of and under the presidency of Mr. Sun Fo, Minister of 
Eailways. It was brought into being for the purpose of entering 
into contracts with the Aviation Exploration Incoi-porated. The 
latter, headed by Mr. C. M. Keys, of New York, is a subsidiary of 
the Curtiss group of companies. Two contracts, of April 17th, were 
entered into, the first being for the carrying of air mail by the 
American company for the Chinese Government, on tliree important 
lines, and the second providing for tiie establishment and operation 
of flying schools, factories, and aerial transportation. Many persons 
long resident in China ax-e of the opinion (hut the scheme is in ad- 
vance of present conditions in this counti'y. 

Mr. Cunningham reported further that on Api-il l7th the rate- 
payers ratified the sale for Taels 81,000,000 to the American and 
Foreign Power Company, Incorporated, of tlie Shangliai Municipal 
Electricity Department, the, most important municipal undertaking 
o t e Shanghai International Settlement. Tho company which 
made the purchase is predominately American. The property had 
cost the Shanghai Municipal Council but Taels 40,000,000, which 
would^ indicate that the sale was purely a business matter to the 
municipality and that it was a demonstration of confidence in the 
National Government on the part of the investors. 

The ^ung Shan Highway, at Nanking, which forms a seven and 
one-half mik approach, from the waterfront on the Yangtze River, 
to the Sun Yat-seii Mausoleum on the lower slope of Purple Moun- 
am, was opened on April 1st. As indicated in a report from the 
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Consulate at Nanking, the highway will serve the double purpose of 
making accessible to anticipated throngs of tourists the tomb of Dr. 
Sun, as well as of relieving the traffic congestion in the walled city, 
which has become a serious problem following the establishment of 
the government in Nanking. 


Relations Between Nanking and Hankow 

As indicated by the Consul at Nanking, the most significant phase 
of the general situation during April was the short-lived military 
campaign against Hankow. The National Government’s order for 
a general offensive against the disaffected Hankow units was issued 
on March 30th, and the Wuhan area was captured on April 5th. 
The shattered Hankow contingents retreated thereafter to the western 
section of Hupeh but numbers of them declared their loyalty to the 
Central Government and were reorganized by the military leaders 
of the governmental forces. Following the capture of Hankow it 
was thought that the Honan troops under Marshal Feng Tu-hsiang 
might take advantage of the situation to seize Hupeh but no signifi- 
cant military movements with that end in view occurred during the 
period under review. General Chiang Kai-shek, who proceeded to 
Hankow early in April to confer on rehabilitation measures in Hupeh 
and Hunan, did not find it advisable, apparently as a result of the 
uncertain attitude of the Honan generals, to pursue the defeated 
Hankow units far into western Hupeh. 

After the Wuhan area was captured, the central authorities con- 
sidered the possibility of an anti-Kwangsi campaign from Hunan 
and Kiangsi. No important action in the matter was taken during 
the month, however. 

It will be recalled that General Lu Ti-ping was removed from the 
Chairmanship of the Hunan Provincial Government in February 
by Wuhan Branch Political Council, an act which precipitated the 
conflict between Nanking and Hankow. He was restored to a posi- 
tion of authority, in gratifying fashion, during April by being made 
the Wuhan Garrison Commander. 

Developments in Shantung Following the Tsinan Incident 

Settlement 

Reference was made in the March despatch to the settlement of the 
Tsinan incident on the 28th of that month, Japan undertaking 
thereby to withdraw her troops from Shantung within two months 
from the date of the signature of the agreement on the understanding 
that Japanese lives and property in the province would be protected 
in accordance with the accepted principles of international law. 
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With the expectation that the Shantung provincial government would 
despatch troops to garrison Tsinan and the Railway 2!one without 
delay, Japan proceeded to carry out the terms of the agreement, and, 
although May 27th was the date set for the completion of the evacua- 
tion, the Japanese authorities had planned to have their troops leave 
Tsinan on April 17th and the province itself by May 4th. It would 
seem as though such prompt action should have had the support of 
the Chinese authorities. On the contrary, a political complication, 
resulting apparently from the desire of General Chiang Kai-shek to 
prevent Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang from controlling Shantung, caused 
the Nanking authorities to request that the evacuation not proceed 
so rapidly. It had been arranged that the troops of General Sun 
Liiang-ch’eng, the Chairman of the Provincial Government, a Feng 
Yu-hsiang adherent, were to take over on April 16th. An embarrass- 
ing delay ensued, however, from which it appeared that it was the 
intention of General Chiang Kai-shek to divide with Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang the responsibility for the protection of the province and 
limit his authority. Marshal Feng seems to have felt that it would 
be wise to withdraw altogether and on April 27th General Sun Liang- 
ch’eng removed his troops to Honan. It was not definitely known 
at the end of the month what forces the National Government would 
send to take over the province and w’ho would bo appointed to the 
Chairmanship of the Provincial Government, b\it nevertheless there 
was reason to believe that the evacuation of the Japanese troops 
would have been completed before tho expiration of the two months 
fixed by the agreement of March 28th. 

The following comment, on tho situation is taken from a despatch 
of May 6th from the Consul at Tsinan : 


The withdrawal of the Japanese expeditionary force was utilized 
for a suent but none the lass serious trial of political .strength be- 
tween General Chiang Kai-shek and Manshal Feng Yu-h.sinng in 
which the former appears to have gained the upper hand, at least’ for 
the present ...*<> 

“Ever since the spring of last year when the northern march of the 
Rationalist forces was assured, thanks to the crusliing defeat in- 
flicted on General Sun Ch’uan-fang, the only northern general pre- 
to contend the Nationali.st advance, by the armies 
of Marshal Feng, it has been recognized that Mar.shaTl Feng’s ad- 
herents were to control the Province of Shantung and they have been 
doing so tor the past nine months with the sanction of the National 
Government and its President, General Ciiiang Kai-shek. Further- 
more, upon the conclusion of a settlement of the Tsinan ‘incident’ it 
unc^rstood that General Sun Liang-cli’eng, Chairman 
of the Shantung Provincial Government and a subordinate of Mar- 
shal Feng, would take over Tsinan, Tsingtao, and the Railway Zone, 

Omission Indicated In Minister’s despatch. 
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when evacuated by the Japanese. It was not until General Chiang 
Kai-shek had successfully defeated the Kwangsi insurgents . . . that 
he felt stx'ong enough to snatch Shantung from the very srasn of 
Marshal Feng. 

“The whole thing was done with consummate skill. Instructions 
were issued, through the medium of the National Government, order- 
ing Marshal Feng’s subordinate to stop despatch of troops to Tsinan 
and taking all arrangements out of his hands. After some delay, 
further instructions were issued establishing dual control of the Kiao- 
chow-Tsinan Kailway and the most important section of the province. 
In the meantime, one of General Sun’s divisional commanders had 
been bought out and a formidable force of anti-Feng troops massed 
in the province. Marshal Feng, realizing that a determined effort 
was being made to prevent his gaining full control of the province 
and even to ‘squeeze’ him out of it altogether, apparently decided that 
it was wiser to withdraw his forces intact than to risk a trial of 
strength with General Chiang Kai-shek who would probably be sup- 
ported by General Yen Hsi-snan. That a serious conflict may ensue 
as the result of developments in Shantung is entirely possible. There 
cex'tainly appears to be little doubt that a more or less definite split 
has occurred between General Chiang Kai-shek and Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang, as evidenced by the withdrawal of all the latter’s ad- 
herents occupying official posts in the National Government at 
Nanking.” 

Conditions in Eastern Shantung 

The following summary of the situation in Eastern Shantung 
during April is based on a despatch, of May Ist, from the Consul at 
Chef oo : 

The outstanding event of the month was the alleged capture, on 
April 22nd, of Muping (Ninghai) by General Chang Tsung-ch’ang’s 
forces, which later turned out to be a rout for the latter and an over- 
whelming victory for those under General Liu Chen-nien. This 
max'ked the end of the Chang Tsung-ch’ang attempt to gain control 
of Shantung. Only General Chu Yu-pu, in command of about 1,000 
men, still held out at Fushan at the end of April. 

During the past twelve months there have been, at various inter- 
vals, six changes of flag and nine different factions in power at 
Chefoo. On the morning of April 23rd, the Nationalist flag was 
hoisted for the third time. The month ended with General Liu 
Chen-nien, who claims allegiance to the Central Government, again 
in control of Chefoo and sharing nominal control of Eastern Shan- 
tung with other allegedly Nationalist military leaders. 

It is noteworthy that these so-called Nationalist forces, other than 
those of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, are all composed of ex-Chang 
Tsung-ch’ang (Shantung) or Chu Yu-pu (Chihli) men, whose al- 
legiance and flag has changed with the fortunes and inclinations of 
their leaders. It should also be noted that Liu Chen-nien formerly 
commanded Chang Tsung-ch’ang’s bodyguard. No bona fide Nation- 
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alist troops have yet made their appearance in Chefoo, nor has the 
Central Government made any attempt to appoint its own officials 
to the civil or military posts. 

Tsingtao, a Spectal Municipal Area 

The Consul at Tsingtao reported that the passing of the city to 
Nationalist authority was the outstanding political event in his dis- 
trict during April. The termination of the old “five barred’’ regime 
and the incident transfer of authority, long anticipated but delayed 
ostensibly by an insufficiency in the credentials with which the Nan- 
Ving appointee was supplied, was effected without notice in any 
quarter except the Japanese. It was decided that the poi't should be 
given the status of a special municipal area, detached from provincial 
authority and depending directly from the Central Government. The 
regulations involved were .still in the process of formulation in Nan- 
king during the period under review. 

, • * • • • * 

I have [etc.] J- V. A. M.\cMcnRBAT 

893.00/10451 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of vState 


Peking, Mny 21, 1029 — 5 p. m* 
[Receivotl Mny 22 • -8 : 80 p. m.] 
408. My 394, May 17, 6 p. Following from Amoricau Consul 

at Tsingtao: 

^^May 21, 11 a. m. Japanese evacuation of Shantung completed ac- 
cording to schedule when last troops and General Yasuinitsu sailed 
from Tsingtao yesterday. Five hundred marines from the Chinese 
warship Ghenhai landed morning of 20th to cooptu'af e with Govern- 
ment officers of peace and order already hin'C. City tranquil, and 
no symptom of disorders apparent.’’ 


MacMuhkat 


893.00/10476 

Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[Washington,] May 31, 1929. 
The French Ambassador came in this morning and asked me about 
the status of the question of the raising of our Legation to an Em- 
bassy in China and the question of extraterritoriality. I told the 
Ambassador that there had been no change in the question of the 


Not printed. 

" See Foreign Relations, 1028, vol. n, pp. 190 ff. 
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status of the Legation as the matter was just where it had been when 
he had a conversation with Secretary Kellogg at which time we were 
sympathetically inclined but no decision had been made. I said sim- 
ilarly at the present time no decision with regard to the question 
had been reached. 

He said that their information was that the Japanese had decided 
to raise their Legation to an Embassy in connection with the settle- 
ment of certain questions with China. He said he could not under- 
stand what was moving the Japanese in the matter as he knew of no 
reason for urgency in the question. 

The Ambassador asked me whether we had any late information 
about conditions in China. He said he understood there was some 
danger of a new outbreak of war with great loss of life and increased 
destitution. I told him that we had no information of any immediate 
hostility except telegrams reported a small outbreak in Yunnan and 
some trouble at Hankow. 

The Ambassador stated that he was very much worried about the 
situation in China and he wondered whether it would not be possible 
for someone to do something about it. He reminded me that the 
position of the middle man in China was a very honorable one and 
furthermore a very necessary one as the Chinese were always sticklers 
on the subject of ^^face” and a middle man could always serve the two 
parties without loss of face on either side. He felt that China was 
of gi’eat importance to the world as a whole and of great importance to 
the United States because it furnished a large market to the products 
of the United States- It was necessary to us to keep our economic 
situation at a balance and a peaceful China at the present time would 
oifer a convenient market for our surplus wheat. Disorders in China 
at the present time made such a situation difficult and perhaps caused 
trouble. He wondered whether it would not be possible for us to 
step in and offer the Chinese help as a middleman in their difficulty, 
to urge upon them, perhaps, the making of a Kellogg pact for China 
whereby the various parties in China would agree to cease their conflicts 
and to refer their differences to the United States as an arbitrator for 
their troubles. He said, of course, it might be that such a proposal 
would amount to merely a gesture but he pointed out that no one had 
ever pointed out to the Chinese the error of their ways. He felt that 
this would serve to bring to the attention of the world and to the atten- 
tion of the Chinese themselves the mistakes that they were making. 

I stated that I felt that this was a very important and very inter- 
esting suggestion that he made, but that I was somewhat skeptical of 
the ability of anyone to step into China at the present time and 
accomplish anything in the interest of peace, because of the lack of 
any desire or will on the part of the Chinese to have confidence or 
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trust in one another, I felt that the work of an arbitrator or peace- 
maker in China would be an extremely diflScult one because he would 
not have the support of the armed parties behind him. The people 
might support him but would be helpless because they were without 
arms. Banditry and fighting was the most profitable business in 
China today. 

The Ambassador stated that it was possible, of course, that such a 
move might amount only to a gesture; on the other hand, it might 
result in some means of success. It might bring about peaceful condi- 
tions for a year or two years, but that whatever happened it would 
be a gesture you were making and would result in benefit. It could 
do no harm. He asked me to discuss this with the Secretary and I 
promised him that I would. 

N[EnsoN] T. J[ohnson] 


893.00P.R./20 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2161 Peking, tTune 21, 1929, 

[Received August 2.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,^® I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during May, 1929. 

The month was darkened by the apparent prospect of an extensive 
renewal of civil war, that ^‘continuate and inexorable malady’’ of 
the young Republic. The central authorities and/or their nominal 
agents had successfully coped wnth certain of tlie lesser militarists, 
such as the Kwangsi leaders at Hankow and in Kwungtung, and 
General Chang Tsung-ch’ang in eastern Shantung, but the. virtual 
elimination of these insurgent elements seemed merely to bring into 
clearer perspective the most important issue of the c’urrent year — ^the 
fundamental antagonism between General Chiang Kai-shek and 
Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, which was ofRcially proclaime<l during 
May. For the seemingly impending struggle between these two mili- 
tary leaders, General Chiang was in the advantageous position of 
“President” of the Republic while Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang derived 
moral strength from his role of champion of the Ivoft Wing and of 
the common people. 

In a circular telegram of May 20th addressed to “the Ministers of 
the various Powers at Peking and the Consuls General of the variotis 
Powers at Shanghai”, Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang made, in part, the 
following startling observations : 


"Not printed. 
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“Since Cliiang Kai-shek has violated the regulations of the Party 
and has monopolized the Third National Congress of the Kuomintang 
Delegates, the Nanking Government in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the Party already has become an illegal Government and is 
no longer able to represent the nation as a whole. At the present 
moment a punitive military campaign against Chiang has already 
started throughout China. I am appointed the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Northwestern Eoute of the Arnw for the Protection of the 
Party and the relief of the Nation. Chiang will immediately be 
defeated and his power will cease to exist.” 

This challenge was countered by the Nanking Government with a 
resolution, of May 23rd, by the Standing Committee of the Central 
Executive Committee, dismissing Feng Yu-hsiang from all offices 
and from the Party for life, and authorizing the issuance of a man- 
date launching a punitive expedition against him. 

A number of other pronouncements were made and messages ex- 
changed between the two camps, largely for propaganda purposes. 
Military operations were not carried out on any significant scale dur- 
ing May, and as a possible alternative thereto it was rumored that 
Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, who on May 27th had announced his retire- 
ment from public life, was preparing to go abroad in the company 
of General Yen Hsi-shan for an indefinite time. The rumor was not 
confirmed during the month, nor was the authenticity established of 
a report that General Han Fu-chu, one of Feng’s principal associ- 
ates, with several other of Feng’s generals, controlling together some 
100,000 men, had transferred their allegiance to the Central Govern- 
ment. 

The total number of men under arms in China, not including irreg- 
ulars, was estimated by the Military Attache of the Legation, in a 
report dated June 5th, to be 1,852,100, disposed, in part, as follows ; 


First Gi'oup of Armies, under Chiang Kai-shek .... 564,600 men 

Second Group of Armies, under Feng Yu-hsiang ... 293,000 men 

Third Group of Armies, under Yen Hsi-shan 153,000 men 

Miscellaneous Units nominally under the control of 

the National Government 325,500 men 

Miscellaneous Units opposed to the National Govern- 
ment 130,000 men 

Northeastern Frontier Defense Forces, under Chang 
Hsueh-liang, not including the 31st Army ( Jehcn 
troops) 329,500 men 


Among the more important occurrences of a pacific nature, during 
May, were the preparations made for the formal interment of the body 
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in the mausoleum built for that purpose on the 
slope of Purple Mountain in Nanking. The time of the interment, 
originally scheduled to take place on March 12th, had been advanced 
to June 1st, principally because the avenue from the water-front to 
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the tomb had not been completed. The historic event took place on 
the latter date without disturbing incident although uncertainty in 
the relations between General Chiang Kai-shek and Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang continued, almost until the end of May, to furnish ground 
for the supposition that it would again have to be i^ostponed. TKe 
ceremonies in Peking consisting in the main of public addresses by a 
group of propagandists who had come up from the South, culminated 
on May 26th in an orderly and dignified procession which accom- 
panied the remains from Pi Yun Ssu, in the Western Hills, to the 
special train at the Chien Men Station, destined to bear them to Pukow. 
There the casket was taken across the Yangtze River to Nanking in a 
warship during a salute of 101 guns. On May 27th the lieads of the 
Diplomatic Missions in Peking, in the capacity of Special Envoys of 
their respective Governments, left on another special train, as the 
guests of the Chinese Government, to attend the ceremonies in Nan- 
king. The period from May 26th to June 1st was observed as a time 
of mourning. 


The Situation in Canton and Vicinitt 

The following account of the Kwangtung-Kwangsi conflict is based 
on a report by the Consul General at Canton on i)olitical conditions in 
his district during the month. The impending liostilitics between 
the Canton provincial government and the Kwangsi clique broke out 
on May 4th when a Kwangsi military expedition started down the 
West River to attack Canton. The city was in imminent danger of 
capture on two occasions, but the Kwang.si forces were finally defeated 
and when the month closed tlie Cantonese army and navy were nearing 
Wuchow, which had been evacuated by the Kwangsi commanders. 
Admiral Chan Chat, commander-in-chief of the Cantonese navy, en- 
tered Wuchow harbor on June 2nd. 

An outstanding feature of the conflict w^as the effectiveness of the 
Cantonese airplanes. The Kwangsi leaders seemed to have underrated 
the military value of airplanes, or perhaps they relied unduly on the 
widespread sympathy in Canton for the Kwangsi cause. When the 
Cantonese fleet revolted on May 9th, the city was practically sur- 
rounded by hostile fox'ces. Kwangsi troops had arrived in the vicin- 
ity of Samshui and the soldiers of Hsu Ching-t’ang, a Kwangtung 
geneial wlio had thrown in his lot with Kwangsi, were advancing 
from Swatow by way of Waichow and the Canton-Kowloon Railway. 
The Cantonese authorities seemed paralyzed and it was generally ex- 
pected that the city would be captured within forty -eight hours. At 
this point, however, the airplanes, coming to the rescue, bombed the 
insubordinate units of the fleet and forced them to surrender. A,d- 
miral Chan Chat resumed command and transferred the more effec- 
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tive elements to the West River, where a bombardment of the Kwangsi 
positions was begun and the Kwangsi advance was checked. 

Mr. J enkins reported that, at the end of the month, it seemed safe 
to state that the Kwangsi clique had been decisively defeated and 
would not be able to recover unless the remnants, which then were 
marching into the interior of that province, received support from 
some unexpected source. 


Conditions in Eastern Shantung 

During April the attempt of the insurgents under General Chang 
Tsung-ch’ang to gain control of eastern Shantung was seen to have 
failed. At the end of that month the Nationalist flag, hoisted by 
General Liu Chen-nien, again was flying in Chefoo. Chang Tsung- 
ch’ang sought refuge in Japan and, of his adherents, only General 
Chu Yu-pu still held out with a small force in the walled city of 
Fushan. 

A face-saving “capture” of Fushan took place in May after an 
armistice arranged, in part, through the mediation of the American 
Consul at Chefoo. At the time of the capitulation, apparently 
through connivance, General Chu Yu-pu escaped to an unknown desti- 
nation. Mr. Webber reported that the city was cleared of everything. 
Neither side respecting private property, every residence and place 
of business was looted. Estimates based on hospital reports and 
statements of Chinese army officers and others indicated that there 
were between 1,500 and 2,000 casualties from the fighting around Fu- 
shan. After the restoration of peace there, friction developed between 
Generals Liu Chen-nien and Jen Ying-chi, both professed supportei's 
of the Central Government. Their dispute, arising over the question 
of division of authority, occasioned two days of fighting at Hwang- 
hsien during the middle of the month. 

May ended with a semblance of peace, conditions in the district, 
according to Mr. Webber, resembling those of October last, that is to 
say, a military government under General Liu Chen-nien who was 
virtually independent of the Nanking authorities and of the Tsinan 
provincial authorities. 

Sino-Japanese Settlement op the Nanking and Hankow Incidents 

On May 2nd the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Japanese 
Minister exchanged notes of that date in settlement of the Nanking 
incident of March 24, 1927^^ and the Hankow incident of April 3, 
1927,^® the texts of the notes being made public on May 6th. 


The CMnu Year BooJCj 19(29-30, p. 900. 
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Yunnan and Kweichow 

The following account of relations between the provinces of Yunnan 
and Kweichow is taken from a report, by the Assistant Military 
Attach^ of the Legation, embracing occurrences of the latter j^art of 
May: 

“Acting under orders from Chiang Kai-shek, Lung Yun, the Gov- 
ernor of Yunnan, has invaded Kweichow and recent reports state that 
Kweiyang, the capital, has fallen and that the Ytinnanese will co- 
operate with Ho Chien’s Hunnanese in the subjtigation of the prov- 
ince. There has been bad blood between the military leaders of the 
two provinces for many years and a clash has been imminent for the 
past six months. If there is actual cooperation between Ho Chien 
and Lung Yun the pacification of the province will present little 
difficulty.” 

I have [etc.] J- V, A. MacMutoat 

893.0(>P.R./22 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Ko. 2206 Peking, July 15, 1929. 

[Received August 16.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,^® I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during June, 1929. 

Conditions generally were quiet during the month. In May, an- 
tagonism between General Chiang Kai-shek and Marshal Feng Yu- 
hsiang, officially proclaimed and substantiated by troop movements on 
both sides, seemed to foreshadow an impending settlement of the issue 
between them by force of arms. Hostilities did not actually break 
out, however, and during June it became increasingly more probable 
that a peaceful solution of the matter could be i-eachcxl. General 
Yen Hsi-shan is credited with having made pos.sible such an adjust- 
ment, which was highly satisfactory to the Chinese people, by the 
proposal that he and Feng Yu-hsiang withdraw from the political 
arena and together take an extensive trip of study and investigation 
abroad. Wide publicity was given the project and, in view of Marshal 
Feng’s expressed preparedness to leave the country, the Government 
order for his arrest was cancelled and Nanking-inspired propaganda 
calculated to bring him into disrepute was discontinued. Yen Hsi- 
shan’s decision to retire from political life, however, was not as ac- 
ceptable to the Central authorities or, more specifically, to General 
Chiang Kai-shek, who desired Yen’s presence at the head of affairs 
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in North. China for the sake of maintaining order in that area, and 
who also seemed to have felt that the departure of Feng and Yen 
together would react unfavorably on himself, as the one among the 
three leaders i3i*epared to fight for his position and incapable of a 
similar act of renunciation in the interests of the country as a whole. 

General Chiang arrived in Peking on June 25th with a view to enter- 
ing into negotiations with Yen Hsi-shan and Feng Yu-hsiang (or with 
the latter’s representatives since it was doubtful if the Marshal himself 
would come to Peking) , and with Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang, dis- 
cussions with whom on Manchurian and cognate questions at such a 
time incidentally would strengthen Chiang Kai-shek’s positions as, at 
Least, the nominal head of the Government. Yen Hsi-shan arrived in 
Peking on June 30th from Taiyuanfu where he had been conferring 
with Marshal Feng, and Chang Hsueh-liang was expected to get here 
early in July. The period under review accordingly came to an end 
before a definitive conclusion was arrived at in these matters of great 
national moment. 

As indicated in the L^egation’s report for May, the remains of Dr, 
Sun Yat-sen, the ^Tather of the Chinese Revolution”, were laid to 
rest on June 1st in the new Nanking mausoleum, without disturbing 
incident, in the presence of numerous high Chinese officials and 
foreign representatives. 

The period of examination and registration at Nanking of trade 
marks, previously registered with the Bureau of Trade Marks, Peking, 
which was due to expire on June 18th, was extended for another six 
months, namely, until December 18, 1929. 

PoucTiCAii Conferences 

The second plenary conferences of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee and of the Central Supervisory Committee were held in Nan- 
king during the period under review. Questions concerning the 
execution of the program of national reconstruction were deliberated, 
and stress was laid upon the necessity of preserving the peace and 
unity of the country, of the abolition of unequal treaties, and of the 
training of citizens to exercise the four political powers of suffrage, 
recall, initiative, and referendum. A declaration, given out by the 
Central Executive Committee and ti’anslated at the Consulate in 
Nanking, outlined the general policy of the Kuomintang. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from it : 

1. Preservation of Unity, The realization of the principles of 
our Party and the preservation of the unity of the entire country are 
entirely congenial. In order to render our recently attained unity 
permanent we must abide by the teachings of our late Leader, carry 
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out a material profu-am of National Reconstruction and improve both 
the spiritual and material condition of the country. . . . 

2. Abolition of Unequal Treafiett. The attainment for China of 
a status of equality and complete freedom in the family of nations 
is rudimental to the realization of the principles of the Party. So 
long as unequal treaties remain all constructive schemes, however 
well thought out they may be, will be of no avail, because while our 
political sovereignty remains impaired, we will be unable to exer- 
cise the fullest freedom of action in our National Reconstruc- 
tion. . . . 

3. District Autonomy. Training the people to exercise their poli- 
tical powers and enforcing the system of local self-government are 
the principal activities of the Political Tutelage Period. . . . 

4. Limitation of Period of Political Tutelage. The present Con- 
ference has decided to limit the Period of P<»liticul Tutelage to six 
years, that is, to be completed not later than the 24th Year of the 
Republic (1935). . . . We hope the whole counti-y will realize that, 
after all, the sole aim of the present Revohition is to complete the 
work of Political Tutelage and to establish a constitutional govern- 
ment by delegating the political powers to the people at large. . . . 

Among other items of interest dealt with were the following; 

1. A resolution was passed to seek peaceful means of settling the 
North China controversy. General Yen Hsi-shan was appointed 
otScially a Special Commissioner to negotiate with Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang for a peaceful solution. 

2. Minister Sun Fo’s railway construction proposals were ap- 

§ roved, and the manifesto announces that “The Canton-Hankow 
lailway shall be completed by the end of 1932, the Lunghai Rail- 
way by the end of 1934, and the Kansu-Suiyuan Railway (this ap- 
parently refers to the extension of the Peking-Suiyuan Railway into 
Kansu) by the end of 1937”. ^ a 

3._A bill outlining a program for a war against illiteracy and ex- 
tension of the thousand character classes was passed. 

4. The release of General Li Chai-sum, the South China leader 
who was put under surveillance at the outbreak of the Wuhan trouble 
m April [March^, was approved, the question of restoring his status 
in the party to be considered at a later conference, 

Sino-Foreign Treatt Relations 

The exchange of notifications of ratifications of the Sino-Danish 
Treaty of Amity and Commerce of December 12, 1928, bv the Danish 
and Chinese Governinents, took place on June 8th. lii accordance 
with the terms of Article V, the Treaty went into force on that date. 
Of the twelve treaties concluded with foreign I^owers in 1928 by the 
Nanking Government only the Sino-Netheidands Treaty of December 
19th and the Sino-Spanish Treaty of December 2Tth have not yet 
gone into force. 
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By way of recapitulation it may be stated that the following 
treaties went into effect on the dates indicated : 

Sino-American Treaty of July 25th 
Sino-German Treaty of August I7th 
Sino-Norwegian Treaty of November llth \12tK\ 

Sino-Belgian Treaty of November 22nd 
Sino-Italian Treaty of November 27th 
Sino-Danish Treaty of December 12th 
Sino-Portuguese Treaty of December 19th 
Sino-British Treaty of December 20th 
Sino-Swedish Treaty of December 20th 
Sino-French Treaty of December 22nd 

Conditions in Eastern Shantung 

In the Chefoo consular district the month passed quietly for a 
change. Notwithstanding persistent rumors of friction between 
General Liu Chen-nien and Sun Tien-ying, a Nationalist division 
commander, no actual hostilities took place. It is the Legation’s 
understanding that General Sun’s readiness to dispute Liu Chen- 
nien’s position in eastern Shantung has its origin in the fact that the 
Provincial authorities at Tsinan are inclined to support him rather 
than Liu Chen-nien, The Consul at Chefoo pointed out that the 
situation was a phase of the old game of playing one faction or leader 
off against another. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMurrat 

893.00P.R./23 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 2270 Peking, August 16, 1929. 

[Received September 13.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925, I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during July, 1929. 

In May it was generally felt that the elimination as a factor in 
Chinese political life of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, the most import- 
ant of the quasi-independent militarists, would not be accomplished 
by General Chiang Kai-shek without renewed civil warfare. Dur- 

^''For texts of treaties listed, see League of Nations Treaty Series, vol 
Lxxxvii, pp. 287 (Belgium), 381 (Norway) ; vol. xc, p. 337 (Great Britain) ; vol. 
xci, pp. 93 (Germany), 207 (Denmark) ; vol. xcii, p. 267 (France) ; vol. xcm, 
p. 173 (Italy) ; and vol. cvn, pp. 81 (Sweden), 93 (Portugal), 121 (United 
States). The text of the Sino- American treaty is also printed in Foreign Relor- 
tionsj 1928, vol. n, p. 475. 
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ing June, General Ten Hsi-shan’s allegedly altruistic project to go 
abroad with Marshal Feng, as an alternative to hostilities, took 
definite shape; and the trend in the negotiations entered into among 
the three leaders, and/or their representatives, was such as to fore- 
shadow a peaceful solution of the problem of their rivalries along 
those liTiAs- The negotiations reached a successful conclusion early 
in July in the form of a compromise involving on the one hand the 
cancellation of all punitive measures against Feng Yu-hsiang and 
on the other the postponement for three months of Ten’s and Feng’s 
trip abroad. During this period, General Yen, in theory replacing 
Marshal Feng as the commander of the Kuominchun, was to occupy 
himself with the reorganization of Shansi and Kuominchun forces 
under the control of the Central Government. The joint trip may 
be destined not to take place. The thought of it has never appealed 
to Chiang Kai-shek, as Yen’s departure in Feng’.s company would 
place Chiang in the unfortunate position of seeming, alone among 
the three important militarists, to have clung to his i)o.sition of power 
and authority at the risk of a civil war from which only Yen’s 
exertions as a peace-maker would have saved the country. 

Before the happy outcome of this doraeat ic matter could bear fruit 
in increased national tranquillity, another problem of even greater 
potentiality for trouble arose in the seizin’e of the Chine.se Eastern 
Railway by the Manchurian authorities;*® so that by the end of the 
month familiar clouds of uncertainty had again formed on the 
political horizon. 


CoNBiTiONs IN Eastern Shantung 

Due to the strained relations existing between (Jencral Chen 
Tiao-yuan, Chairman of the Shantung Provincial Government at 
Tsinan, representing the Provincial and Central Government, and 
General Diu Chen-nien, in control of eastern Shantung, July was for 
that area a period of uncertainty in which facti<jnal fighting, how- 
ever, was avoided. 

After negotiations with General Chiang Kai-shek, General Liu, 
on July 26th, took oath of allegiance as n member of the Shantung 
Provincial Government at Tsinan and fi-om there telegraphed in- 
structions to Chefoo that from August first all the Nanking and 
Tsinan Nationalist appointees to civil posts were to be permitted to 
assume charge and that all revenues were to be remitted to the Central 
and Provincial capitals, respectively, from that date. In spite of this 


See pp. 186 fl. 
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adjustment, the Consul at Chefoo indicated that it was not possible to 
entertain hope for definitive peace as long as the military regime of 
Liu Chen-nien persisted since no holder of a civil post would risk 
defying his orders or those of his followers. 

• ••••* 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMueray 


893.20/122 

The Oonsyl at NcmJcing {Adams) to the Minister m China 

{MacMurray)^^ 

[Extracts] 

No. L-37 Nan-king, August 17, 1929. 

Sir: Because of the vital relation which the success or failure of 
the Chinese army disbandment program bears to the ultimate fate 
of the present National Government, I have the honor to report upon 
the National Military Reorganization and Disbandment Enforce- 
ment Conference which occurred in Nanking from August 1 to 6, 
inclusive. 


In conclusion it may be stated that there seems an evident sin- 
cerity in the endeavor of the central authorities of the National Gov- 
ernment to bring down to reasonable proportions the huge military 
forces of the country. But any remote chance of success which the 
plan may have is largely dependent in the first instance upon the 
good faith, energy and administrative ability of quite a number 
of widely distributed military officers in the past given \^gi'ving\ only 
a nominal allegiance to the National Government. Even granting 
that these officers may faithfully carry out a plan which, if success- 
fully executed, must destroy their independence and definitely sub- 
ordinate them to the National Government, there remains the question 
of the absorption of more than a million men in the civil life of a 
country already bandit ridden principally because of destitution and 
famine. To all present appearances there has been an utter failure 
on the part of Chiang Kai-shek to realize the necessity of empha- 
sizing above all else in his disbandment plan an adequate and work- 
able provision for the employment of the huge numbers of men 
whose disbandment is contemplated. 

I have [etc.] Walter A. Adams 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul in his despatch No. D~19, 
August 19 ; received September 14, 1929, 
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803.77/2714 

The Consul G&n&ral at Shamghai {Ownningham) to the Minister in 

China {MacMurrayY'* 


No. 6100 Shanqiiai, August 26, 1929. 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose one of the most amazing state- 
ments that it has been my privilege to note as being made by a 
responsible minister of any government, as contained in tlie news 
item issued by Reuter’s, dated Nanking, August 22, 1929, appearing 
in the North China Daily News of August 24, 1929, under the head- 
ing “China’s Railway Schemes” and purporting to be a statement 
to newspaper representatives by Mr. Sun Fo, Minister of Railways, 
of the National Government, The revelatioms contained in that 
statement indicate more strongly than any financial statement which 
has been noted previously, that all government uiulertakings have 
been undermined by the military authorities without any considera- 
tion for the capital invested or for tlie creditors. Mr. Sun Fo is 
quoted as stating that 

account of interference by military authorities it has been most 
difficult to reorganize the various railways of the country.” 

The following is a summary of the monthly payments which Mr. 
Sun Fo states have been made by the various railways of the North 
to military groups, aggregating nearly $2,000,000 : 


Peking-Hankow Tine 
Peking-Suiyuan Line 
Peking Mukden Line 
Lunghai Railway 


$850,000 nmnthly 
200,000 “ 

300.000 “ 

400.000 “ 


Total $1,750,000 “ 

Furthermore, on account of the heavy sulisidies to the military, 
freight rates on the Peking-Suiy’uan Line had to bo increased, so that 
the income from this line, formerly averaging $800,000 a month, in 
recent years was reduced to $300,00*0 a montli. 

Mr. Sun Fo states that at the Second Plenary Se.ssion of the 
Central Executive Committee of the Kuf)mintang it was decided 
that two-thirds of the Boxer Indemnity Fund should be u.sed for 
railway construction; two-thirds of the Briti.sh Boxer Indemnity 
r^nd for the completion of the Canton-Hankow line, and two-thirds 
of the Russian Boxer Indemnity Fund for the completion of the 
unghai line, with a total failure to take into consideration the condi- 
tions under which certain Boxer Indemnity Funds have been remitted. 


Not printed. ’ 
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In the statement concerning the manner in which funds of the 
railway have been looted, Mr. Sun Fo informs us that the country’s 
total railways aggregate 7000 miles and their debts amount to some- 
thing like $650,000. He then intimates that the loan of $60,000,000 
required for the reorganization of the country’s railways will be a 
revelation to the public. It scarcely seems conceivable that financiers 
in China, or elsewhere, could be induced to invest in bonds for the 
reorganization of railways after such an indictment of the railway 
administration and military action as contained in Mr. Sun Fo’s 
statement. . . . The patriotism of the military has again been given 
the acid test by the revelations and the surprisingly frank admissions 
of the Minister of ilailways. 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. Cunningham 


893.00P.11./24 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 2335 Peiping, September 14, 1929. 

[Received October 25.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, 
of October 9, 1925,®^ I have the honor to submit the following sum- 
mary, with index, of events and conditions in China during August, 
1929 : 

Second Disband^ient Conference 

The following account of the Second National Reorganization and 
Disbandment Conference is taken from a report by the Assistant 
Military Attache of the Legation: 

“With the bald statements of Chiang Kai-shek that ^troops may 
be compared with water, which may float or sink the ship q± state , 
that "an army not under control is like fire which destroys lives and 
property’, and that ‘to persist in keeping a big army is tantamount 
to digging our own graves’, the second Disbandment Conference 
opened in Nanking on August 1st and closed on August 6th. It was 
convened in fact to carry out the provisions which were promulgated 
by the first Disbandment Conference, which opened in Nanking on 
January 1st of this year. 

“In the former conference it was decided to reduce the armies 
(Manchuria was not included) of China to sixty-five divisions of 
11,000 men each, or to a total of 715,000 men, and about fifty million 
dollars was appropriated to bring this reduction into effect. At that 
time it was announced that China’s swollen armies numbered 
approximately 1,500,000 men. 

“Now, seven months later, there are at least 2,225,000 men in 
China’s armies, and the fifty millions are all gone. Little wonder 
that some of us get pessimistic over China’s future ! The fifty million 


Not printed. 
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was spent in part against the Wuhan Party, but tlie expenditure 
of the remnant remains a military scandal which is not spoken of 
outside military circles. Each soldier who was disbanded, and there 
really were many disbanded and many also recruited, was, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the first conference, to receive three months’ 
pay. In many cases they received no pii}' and only in a very few 
organizations as much as two months’ pay. Commandei’s of various 
armies were ordered, and at the coiiference agreed, to disband cer- 
tain whole units. The order was in many cases disregarded and 
in some carried out, but new units were organized to make the total 
the same or even greater. Little wonder that T. V- Soong says, ‘It 
is not impossible to raise enough funds for disbandment, but the 
difficulty lies in possible misappropriation of the funds by the various 
commanders when they get the money’. 

“It is not thought that the second Disbandment Conference . . . 
will be so ineffectual as the first, since Nanking’s authority is more 
widely recognized now. Neither is it thought that China’s army 
will be reduced to the limit announced, — that of 800,000 men. 

“Though this mass of men is spoken of above as ‘(China’s Army’, 
really it is no such thing. In the first place it is no army at all, 
since only in rare instances does it warrant being culled more than 
a military mob, and neither is it China’s. It is loyal not to China, 
but each group to its owm commander. What this commander orders, 
in case it is paid and fed, this group will probably execute. But the 
various groups do not submit to the overlordship of the National 
Government except as by so doing they are furthering their own 
ends, or as they are driven by fear. As Charlemagne was able to 
unite the robber barons during his reign, so tliev are occasionally 
united in China, and as the army disintegrated after Charlemugne^s 
demise, so breakdowns often occur here. 

“That is why disbandment is so difficult liere in China — that and 
the economic condition of the country. If ther»» was an oc<ni|>ation 
open to every disbanded soldier, soldiers would look forward to dis- 
bandment, but in the army they at least are fed and that is no mean 
consideration in China,” 

Conditions in Yunnan 

The following account of conditions in Yunnan during June 
and July is taken from a report of August 7th by the Vice Consul in 
charge at Yunnanfu which reached the D^gation at tlie end of the 
month : 

“The civil war involving Yunnan and Kweicliow provinces spread 
throughout eastern, northern, central and west<*rn Yunnan during 
the period under review overshadowing all other events in the dis- 
trict. As a result of these operations the policy of aggi-andizement 
of the Yunnan provincial authorities with regard to Kweichow has 
signally failed. The authority of the Yunnan provincial govern- 
ment is again restricted to this province. IMilitary factions opposed 
to the existing regime have taken advantage of tlie embarrassment 
of the Yunnan authorities to push the civil war to the gates of 
Yunnanfu and to occupy large sections of the province. 
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^^Incident to military operations, a disastrous powder explosion in 
Yunnanfu destroyed a considerable portion of the city, causing much 
loss of life and heavy damage to property, 

“The ijolitical situation in the district is less stable than at any 
time during the past year and a half. It appears improbable that 
the situation will be materially improved in the near future. Under 
the foregoing circumstances economic conditions in Yunnan have of 
course railed to register any improvement. The unsecured paper 
currency remains most unstable. Continued eflEorts of the pro- 
vincial officials to secure external financial assistance have been 
unsuccessful”. 

Rendition op the Belgian Concession in Tientsin 

An agreement was signed on August 31st between Belgium and 
China for the rendition of the Belgian Concession in Tientsin, to 
come into force on mutual notification of ratification. Thereafter 
the former Belgian Concession is to be administered under Chinese 
laws and regulations although the land tax is to be maintained un- 
til the promulgation by the National Government of the “new gen- 
eral law governing land taxation.” 

Within a month of the coming into force of the Agreement title 
deeds and certificates of private property are to be handed over to 
the Chinese authorities concerned who are to issue in exchange certifi- 
cates of perpetual lease. The debts of the Municipality of the for- 
mer Concession, amounting to some 90,000 Tientsin Taels, are to be 
reimbursed by the Chinese Government to the Belgian Government 
within six months from the day of the coming into force of the 
Agreement. 

I have [etc,] J. V. A. MaoMtjekax 

893.00P.R./25 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 2392 Peiping, October 22, 1929. 

[Received November 22.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®'^ I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during September, 
1929: 


In regard to internal affairs, September witnessed a further 
strengthening of the conviction that a number of influential factions 
and individuals of Left Wing or radical aiBBiliations were planning if 


“ League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. cxxm, p. 105, 
®*Not printed. 
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possible to overthrow General Chiang Kai-shek, whose ‘^dictatorial’’ 
methods were engendering increasing bitterness among less successful 
rival militarists. General Chang Fa-kuei, a leader closely associated 
with the radical “outs” and in command of some thirty thousand 
troops garrisoning Icliaiig, revolted against the Nanking Govern- 
ment during the month and incident thereto is reported to have 
sent the following message to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
at Hankow : 

“Down with Chiang Kai-shek, up with Wang Ching-wei, long live 
Feng Yu-hsiang, cooperation with Soviet Russia.” 

At the end of September, General Chang was moving his troops 
through Hunan apparently with the intention of joining forces with 
General Yu Tso-pah, Chairman of the Kwangsi Provincial Govern- 
ment, who had likewise declared against Nanking, A union between 
these two elements, should it occur, would be op|)ortnnist and less 
than usually warranted by principle, Imwever, since Kwangsi has 
been identified with the extreme Right Wing of the Kuomintang. 

Nothing further w’as heard of Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang’s and 
General Yen Hsi-shan’s projected tri|) abi’oad together; nor was it 
clear, during September, whether these lea<lei*s of tlie Northwest 
would support the central authorities or tliose in opposition to 
Nanking. Their influence (were their association to remain intact) 
if thrown to one side or the other, doubtless would determine the 
result of any controversy between the central go\*erimient and its 
opponents. 

The following pi'onouncement was made by “I^resident” General 
Chiang Kai-shek in relation to the situation : 

“It appears to me that to the circulation rumors there is no end. 
I have come in esi>ecially for denunciation by the rumor-mongers. 
To clarify my position I* wish to make this statement : 

“T, Chiang Ghung-cheng, do not hesitate to die f<»r tlie party and 
the nation since I have placed my life at the service of both. I will 
never lose heart, either. I will not waver in my determination 
whatever the imperialist.s and reactionaries may <io to oust me. I 
firmly believe that if I offer my life on the altar of the national 
revolution many of my comrades will follow my example. In a 
word, the success or failure of the revolution depend.s on the question 
whether we can put up a fight.’ ” 

The Reokoanization Faction 

The following comment is taken from a report by the Consul at 
Nanking on the growing influence of the oppo.sition inoveinent to 
the central government : 

“Of late, there has occurred a regrouping of opposition forces. 
The reorganization faction, which consists largely of elements of 
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the former Left Wing of the Kuomintang, is the center of the opposi- 
tion. The term ^reorganization’ indicates in no small degree the 
attitude and plan of this group of opponents to the present National 
Government. Their opposition is principally directed against the 
‘illegal manner’ in which the Government or Center leaders packed 
the Third National Congress of the Kuomintang, in March last, with 
seats of ‘appointed’, instead of ‘elected’, delegates. In addition, the 
Reorganizationists entertain a hostility to the present regime based 
on the supposition and belief that the Government is not carrying 
out the political and social theories of the Revolution and that it 
has relapsed into an acceptance of a capitalistic or even militaristic 
state, wherein the masses remain inarticulate, impotent, and oppressed 
as before.” 


Red Cross Report 

A commission under Colonel E. P. Bicknell sent out by the American 
Red Cross to investigate famine conditions in China made public 
in September a report in which the conclusion was reached that the 
existing situation did not warrant an appeal to the generosity of 
the American people. Famine conditions in China were reported to 
be largely due to the absence of a strong central government and 
the consequent exactions of war lords, depredations of bandits, and 
confiscatory taxation. 

The local English language press characterized the report as a 
severe blow to Nanking in its campaign for the abolition of extra- 
territoriality and as a striking indication of the need for improve- 
ment in internal administration. In general, the vernacular press, 
while inclined to suggest that the report misrepresented conditions 
in China and was misleading as to the cause of famine, nevertheless 
urged upon the Chinese Government a consideration of the adminis- 
trative shortcomings indicated to the end that “the burden of the 
people of China” might be lightened. The Ta Rung Pao^ in an un- 
usually frank editorial, made the comment that were the report 
to quicken the consciences of Chinese statesmen its effect would be 
greater than if a contribution of a large sum of money had been 
made. 

Trade in China 

Unsettled conditions, due to the activities of irresponsible milita- 
rists, have prevailed in eastern Shantung for some time. The follow- 
ing comment on these conditions from the point of view of trade, 
by the Consul at Chefoo, is quoted as being generally characteristic 
of China as a whole : 

“Economically, the district has been bled white by the various 
factions in control and things have at last come to the state where 
the people, for self-preservation, have to protest against the acts of 
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their government. It is a strange thing about the Chinese of this 
district that the longer you live among them and see them fighting 
adversity, the more you wonder how their trade runs as sinootiily as 
it does. In the midst of anarchy, the commercial instinct seems to 
prevail. They seem to be oblivious to a fact recognized in most 
places that law or order is a necessary basis of commerce. Tyranny 
and exactions from an unarmed population seem to them to oe less 
cause for concern than the buying and selling of inereluindise.’^ 

The protest referred to was coiicerted action of the merchants of 
the city involving a temporary cessation of the movement of com- 
modities and a procession, on September 2()th, in open demonstration 
against the Government. 

• • • • . . , 

Conditions in Yunnak Duking AxmusT 

In a despatch which reached the Legation at the end of September, 
the Vice Consul in charge at Yunnanfu reported tluit in general the 
situation in August had materially improved over conditions during 
July (when civil war was rife througlmut the northern pui*t of 
Yunnan) and that the forces which luid attacked tlie provincial 
Government had been driven from the province. Mr, Chamberlain 
stated also that a definite improvement could be reported from an 
economic and business standpoint. According to Chinese customs 
officials, there was a brisk import trade in August, probably stimu- 
lated by an improved exchange rale and by the greater security of 
internal communications resulting from t!ie treiid toward political 
normalcy. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMurray 

893 . 00 P.R ./26 

The Charge in China {Per Jc Ins) to the j^ecretar^ of State 

[ELstractsJ 

No. 2448 Pjbiping, November 20, 1929. 

[Received Januai’y 0, 1930.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®® I have the honor to subnat the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during October, 1929: 

The dispute with Soviet Russia over tlie seizui*e of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway which (in everything but in name) hud develoj>ed 
into a state of desultory warfare between the two countries, and a 
domestic politico-military crisis constituted the two most important 
problems of the month. It was a disturbed period which in another 
country probably would have been a highly ci'itical one foi' the 
central authorities. Here, however, with the ever present possibility 

“ Not printed. 
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of settlement by compromise, conditions did not seem very much 
more desperate than those of other recent months more or less success- 
fully weathered by the Nanking Government. 


In regard to internal military affairs, the continuing Chang Fa- 
kwei uprising, with related disturbances in Kwangsi, suffered in 
importance by comparison with the more serious matter of a revolt, 
early in October, of some twenty Kuominchun generals. The Chang 
Fa-kwei-Kwangsi uprising, were it successful, presumably would 
result in a reorganization of the Kuomintang under the radical lead- 
ership of Mr. Wang Ching-wei. A successful Kuominchun revolt, on 
the other hand, would entail a victory of a group of Northern leaders 
opposed not merely to General Chiang Kai-shek on account of his 
alleged policy of ‘‘private ownership of state” but to the Nanking 
Government as such. It would jeopardize the very existence of the 
Kuomintang and revive such fundamental issues, in a possible cleav- 
age between North and South China, as regionalism and decentrali- 
zation. 

There seemed to be little doubt that Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, from 
his headquarters near Taiyuanfu where he was in close communion 
with Marshal Yen Hsi-shan, was directing the Kuominchun revolt. 
It was not clear, however, on which side Marshal Yen had allied or 
would ally himself, notwithstanding the fact that on the day that 
General Chiang Kai-shek, as Commander-in-Chief, issued the order 
for the general offensive against the Kuominchun, the State Council 
appointed Yen Hsi-shan Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Nanking 
Government’s land, sea, and air forces. 

The indecisive fighting of October in connection with the Kuo- 
minchun revolt was confined largely to Honan. The total of the 
forces under arms in China during the period under review, in spite 
of the disbandment projects launched during the last month, was some 
two million men, grouped roughly as follows: 


First group of armies 684, 000 

(Central Government troops) 

Under the command of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Second in command: Ho Ying-chin. 

Second group of armies 249, 000 

Under the command of Feng Yu-hsiang. 

Second in command: Sun Liang-cheng. 

Third group of armies 211, 000 

Under the command of Yen Hsi-shan. 

Second in command: Sliang Chen. 

Miscellaneous units nominally under the National Govern- 
ment’s control 370, 600 


(Mainly in Yunnan, Kweichow, Sinkiang, Chekiang, 
Szechuan.) 
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Nortiieastem Frontier Defense Forces . 360, 600 

Conunander-in-Chief; Chang Hsueln-liang. 

Deputy Commanders: Wan Fu-lin, 

Chang Tso-hsiang. 

The Kuominohon RKVotT 

During the first half of Octolwr it becanm known that the com- 
manders of the Kuominchun, having declared against Nanking, had 
telegraphed Marshals Feng Yu-hsiang nn<l Yen Hsi-shan setting 
forth the shortcomings of the Central Government and i-equesting 
that they assume the posts of Commander and Vico Commander 
respectively of the People’s Armies, to which they were stated to 
have been publicly elected. Feng and Yen assumed a nonconrmittal 
attitude at the time but seemed to incline to the proposal. Marshal 
Chang Hsueh-linng also was generally believe<l to be awaiting a favor- 
able opportunity to Join in operations against the Government, the 
position of the three northern leaders apparently being that the 
Nanking Government was no letter than the much denounced mili- 
tarists and that it would eventually eliminate them oiuj by one unless 
they joined in the opposition. 

Accepting the challenge of the Kuominchun conminnderK, General 
Chiang Kai-shek issued a manifesto on OctoI)er 14th containing the 
following observation : 

. . Always jealous of the welfare of (ho people and the cause of 
unification, the Government shouhl long ago have tle<'lared a punitive 
expedition against them (the Kuominchun) so that the nation might 
be rid of its traitors and the people of their enemic's. But in view 
of the fact that their misdeeds naci not become so in>torions, (lai Gov- 
ernment hesitated to act in the expectation (hat (hey wouhl mend 
their ways and make a new start. It was for this reason that the 
Government sent them funds and supplies as usual. 

“But now these rebel cominandens have openly defied (be Govern- 
ment. In a circular wire they deliberately misrepresented the truth 
and slandered the Government. What is worse, they have moved their 
troops ready for a revival of civil war. . . 

The manifesto went on to say that there could be no compromise 
between the rebels and the Central Government, that the latter had 
the support of the people, and that the Government would ultimately 
triumph. 

KwANOSr Di8TUK».\.NCE8 

The following are extracts from an account of conditions in the 
Canton consular district, during the month, by the Consul General at 
Canton : 
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. Much anxiety prevailed in Canton throughout October be- 
cause of the threatened invasion of the Liang Kwang provinces 
by Chang Fa-kuei’s army. Good order was maintained in the city 
itself, but communists and bandits were active in northeastern 
Kwangtung and other areas. Extensive troop movements occurred 
during the early part of the month in connection with the suppression 
of rebellious Kwangsi units, and again toward the close when the 
indications were that the ‘Ironsides’ were on the point of attacking 
both Kweilin, in Kwangsi province, and Linchow, in northern 
Kwangtung. 

“Wuchow was occupied by Cantonese forces on October 4th. 
Kwangsi province was speedily cleared of opposing factions, and 
General Chen Chi-t’ang, the Commander-in-Chief , returned to Canton 
with his stalf on October 15th. At the same time it was announced 
that Chang Fa-kuei had turned and was marching northward to 
cooperate with Feng Yu-hsiang and Yen Hsi-shan in their attack on 
Nanking. The Third and Eighth Divisions, which had been sent 
down by Chiang Kai-shih to aid in the defense of Canton, prepared 
to return to the North and finally embarked on October 23-24, leaving 
the Fiftieth Division on the Kwangtung-Kiangsi border, allegedly for 
the purpose of following up the ‘Ironsides’. Three Cantonese aero- 
planes left for Hankow on October 24th to assist the Central Govern- 
ment in its struggle with the Kuominchun. . . . 

“The announcement during the middle of October that the ‘Iron- 
sides’ were going back up North caused a lull in the situation in 
Canton. This was short-lived, however, for it soon became evident 
that the ‘Ironsides’ were still hovering on the borders of Kwangsi. 
Toward the end of the month the situation again became very tense, 
and it was evident that the local government was doing its utmost 
to be prepared against a possible uronside’ advance. Large bodies 
of troops were rushed to Shiuchow, on the Canton-Hankow railway, 
and other strategic points. At the same time General Chen Chi-t’ang, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Kwangtung forces, began to strengthen 
the defenses of Wuchow and points along the Fu river to Kweilin. 
Several thousand Cantonese soldiers were moved up the West river 
to aid in the protection of Kwangsi and improve the morale of the 
rather disorganized Kwangsi forces, . . . 

“Local military authorities are willing to concede that Chang 
Fa-kuei probably has ten thousand men under his command, but 
assert that these trooj)s have suffered repeatedly at the hands of 
the Hunanese and are much disorganized. On the other hand many 
well-informed Chinese, including some leading officials, declare that 
Chang Fa-kuei now has about thirty-five thousand well-equipped 
soldiers and that there is every possibility of his capturing Canton, 
or at least Wuchow. The Cantonese are supposed to control fifty 
thousand troops, most of whom are fairly well equipped, including 
machine guns, some light artillery, and a number of aeroplanes. The 
Cantonese also should be able to count on the support of the local 
navy if the fighting gets near this city, or even near Wuchow which 
is accessible to fairly large gunboats, . . .” 

I have [etc.] 


Mahloi^ F. Perkins 
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893.(K)P.R./27 

The Charge in China (Perkina) to the Seeretarg of State 

[®xtractf«3 

No* 2503 VmrtKO, Doeember 30, 1929. 

[ Keceivetl Fobnmry 13, 1930.] 

Sir: In accordance with the I>epart«icnt'B instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,^ I have the honor to submit the following summary, 
with index, of events and conditions in China during November, 1929: 

The meager and conflicting evidences of progt^e.ss made during the 
month to-ward an adjustment of the problems c'onfronting an har- 
assed central Government I'evealed that, as a whole, conditions in 
November were as unsatisfactory as they were dtudng the critical 
month of October. 

On November 1st, Marshal Feng Yudisiang, in an interview with 
foreign newspai>er correspondent.^ at Ids head<|uarters near Tai- 
yuanfu, assumed sixty per cent of the responsibility for the October 
Kuominchun revolt, allocating the remaining forty per cent of the 
responsibility to Marshal Yen Hsi-shan who chairucteristically gave 
no evidence either of accepting or refusing the hurtletn The Kuo- 
minchun revolt loomed ominously at that time btit by November 20th 
the military situation in Honan seemed to have turned definitely in 
favor of the Government troops, and u settlement, generally accepted 
to be based largely on financial considerations, was in sight. This 
victory for Nanking %vas offset, however, by an intensification of 
the disturbances in Kwangsi and K%vnngtung, incident to the upris- 
ing of the “Ironsides” under General Chung Fa-kwei who threatened 
Canton at the end of November ami who, in cooperation with the old 
Kwangsi clique, seemed to envisage the establishment of an inde- 
pendent government in South China under tlie leatlership of Mr. 
Wang Cliing-wei. 


TkE KuOMINCIIUK ltKVt)nT 

During the latter half of October and the first lialf of November, 
the Kuominchun stubbornly resisted the National Government forces 
massed in Honan and north Hupeh and at one time threatened to 
take Hankow. The following comment on the rather abrupt cessa- 
tion of military operations in connection with the revolt is based 
on a report by the Consul General at Hankow : 

The heartening presence of Chiang Kai-shek in the fighting zone 
near Hsuchong (Honan) on November 1st was most opportune, as it 
is very doubtful wdiether the military strength of the National forces 


** Not printed. 
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otherwise would have been suflBicient to withstand Feng Yii-hsiang’s 
attacks. General Chiang Kai-shek was at the front for about three 
weeks, the line being held substantially intact from his arrival until 
the time of the negotiations which brought the conflict to an end, 
at least temporarily. The collapse of the Kuominchun fighting front 
coincided with the arrival at Hsuchong of Mr. T. V. Soong, Minister 
of Finance, for a conference with General Chiang, and it was gen- 
erally felt in Hankow and in other ports along the Yangtze Biver 
that an arrangement had been made whereby, on the payment of a 
substantial sum of money, Feng Yii-hsiang^s troops would be with- 
drawn from Hupeh and Honan. A few days after the conference, 
the Kuominchun troops began to evacuate the territory which they 
had been occupying in the two provinces, and within ten days prac- 
tically all the Northwest army had been withdrawn. 

Kwangsi Disturbances 

The month opened with a continuing heavy movement of Cantonese 
troops to the northern borders of Kwangtung and Kwangsi to repel 
the invasion of the “Ironsides”, under General Chang Fa-kwei. Can- 
ton was uneasy, with the Government taking every precaution against 
communist and other disorders. On November 20th the Consul Gen- 
eral at Canton informed the Legation that the Cantonese authorities 
were feverishly preparing to defend the city against attack, that 
only military trains were running on the Samshui and the Canton- 
Hankow railways, and that rumors were rife that several of the 
larger ships in the Cantonese navy were doubtful in their allegiance 
and might turn against the local Government should opportunity 
occur. In the official notice of the closing of the West Biver, issued 
at the time, the Cantonese authorities announced that the Kwangsi 
leaders Li Tsung-jen and Huang Shao-hung had returned to Kwangsi 
to operate with Chang Fa-kwei against Canton. The month closed 
with a general engagement expected within a few days. The 
Kwangsi-Ironside forces were reported to outnumber the Cantonese 
two to one, but the Cantonese authorities appeared to be confident 
that they could defend the city with the assistance of incoming- 
northern troops and airplanes. 


Bendition of British: Concession at Chinkiang 

In notes of October 31st, exchanged between the British and 
Chinese Governments,^^ was embodied an agreement ^‘to return to 
the National Government of the Bepublic of China as from Novem- 
ber 15th the area of land known as the British Concession at Chin- 

^ League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xcix, p. 441. 

323423 — 43 — vol. ii 21 
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kiang”. The agreement provides (1) that documents of title to the 
lots of land in the concession are to be exchanged for Chinese dee^ 
of perpetual lease; (2) that pending the promulgation by the STa- 
tional Government of a new law governing land taxation throughout 
China, and pending the actual application of that law throughout 
the Chinkiang district, the annual land tax to be paid by former hold- 
ers of British Crown leases in the district is to remain at the old 
rate; and (3) that British firms at Chinkiang aits to continue to 
enjoy the right of conveying goods, moi-chandise, and material across 
the Bund from godowns to pontoons or ships on the Yangtze and 
vice versa. A provision similar to point (2) was embodied in Annex 
1 of the Agreement between Belgium and China for the Eendition of 
the Belgian Concession in Tientsin, signed on Augu.st Sl-st.®** 

In further notes, of November 9th, exchanged between the two 
countries,'® it is arranged to place the sum of $68,000, Chine.se cur- 
rency, at the disposal of two commissionei's who ai-e to scrutinize and 
settle claims for losses sustained by British subjects at Chinkiang 
in 1927. 

As indicated in press comment at ti»o time, Chinkiang, wliich is 
characterized as having “practically no prospects”, has been diminish- 
ing in importance, as tlie silting up of the south bank of the Yangtze 
causes the port to recede from navigable watei-s, so that the gain to 
China involved in its return is one of prestige rather than of “cold 
cash”. 

I have [etc.] Mahlon F. Pebkins 


893.00P.K./28 

The CTiargS in. GJmui (^PerJdnH) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2561 Peiping, January 24, 1930. 

I Received February 25.] 

Sir: In accordance with the Department’s instruction No. 78, of 
October 9, 1925,®' I have the honor to .submit tlie following sum- 
mary, with index, of events and conditions in China during Decem- 
ber, 1929: 

The first fortnight of the period was a time of extreme tension for 
the central Government during which its reorganization, together 
with a diminution of the accepted sphere of its control, seemed to be 
imminent. After the middle of the month the tui-n of events was 
making for increased stability, at least for the time being. In the 
South, the threat of the establishment of an autonomous government 

League of Nations Treaty Series, voLoxxiii, pp. 105, 110. 

“ Ibid., vol. xcix, p. 453. 

* Not printed. 
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faded with a decisive victory by the Cantonese forces over the 
Kwangsi faction and General Chang Fa-kwei’s Ironsides. In the 
North, the settlement of the dispute between China and Soviet Russia 
resulting from the seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway brought 
about the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Manchuria. In Central 
China, the Shih Yu-san uprising as well as the subsequent and more 
serious revolt of Greneral T’ang Sheng-chih, whose declaration of 
independence was thought at first to have the endorsement of as 
many as seventy lesser generals, was successfully held in check. The 
center of the latter disturbance was the province of Honan where 
central Government, Yen Hsi-shan, Kuominchun, and miscellaneous 
forces were gathered in large numbers. December ended with the 
pretension if not the actuality of the Nanking Government’s control 
over the whole country intact and with General Chiang Kai-shek still 
at its head. 

An important element in the situation which remained enigmatic 
was the relationship in which General Chiang Kai-shek, Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang, and Marshal Yen Hsi-shan stood to one another. Yen 
Hsi-shan, Vice-Commander of the land, sea, and air forces of the 
National Government, reaffirmed, in December, his allegiance to the 
central Government, at the same time consolidating a position of con- 
trol over all provinces north of the Yellow River, in which region he 
exercised the power to appoint and dismiss civil officials at his discre- 
tion. General Chiang Kai-shek was reported to be prepared to counter 
General Yen’s growing influence in North China by (temporarily) 
overlooking past and/or current differences and combining with 
Feng Yu-hsiang, the foremost of his avowed antagonists. Since his 
assumption of responsibility for the unsuccessful Kuominchun revolt 
of November, Feng Yu-hsiang remained at his headquarters in Shansi 
close to those of Yen Hsi-shan. 

Announcement was made by the Chinese Government at the end of 
December of its decision in principle to abolish extraterritoriality in 
China as of January 1, 1930, a development which ranked in impor- 
tance with the acquisition of tariff autonomy early in 1929. It may be 
noted, in this relation, that, while advance reports indicated a great 
increase in the customs revenue for the year, largely the result of the 
increased tariff, the sums collected were very largely spent in connec- 
tion with incessant military activity. 

The Kemmerer Commission of Financial Experts concluded its 
labors in December and submitted to the Minister of Finance a report 
of its activities and recommendations, in respect to the financial meas- 
ures of the Government, which it was hoped would be made public in 
the near future. In a farewell address to the members of the Com- 
mission, Mr. T. V. Soong frankly declared that the Government had 
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been too occupied during the year in defending its mere existence to 
embark upon any general scheme of reconstruction. 

Discussion of the question of the future status of the Shtmghai Pro- 
visional Court, between delegates of the interested foreign Powers 
and delegates appointed by the National Government, not concluded 
during the period under review, began at Nanking on December 

KwANGSX DlSTORBANCnES 

The month opened with a general engagement expected in a few days 
between the combined Chang Fa-kwei-Kwangsi forces and the Govern- 
ment troops defending Canton, and witli nervousness increasing in the 
city. By December 6th the attacking forces were almost in contact 
with the main Cantonese defense line, some thirty miles from the city. 
Serious fighting along the North River front was reported by the 10th 
and the nervous tension was becoming acute in Canton. On the 12th 
the rebels, totaling about 36,000 men, wei’e reported to be in retreat 
after severe fighting, and the Government felt assitred that the danger 
to the city was past. Later reports indicated n complete victory for 
the Government troops, and a return to normal conditions in Canton 
under way. Wuchow was retaken on the 19th. The success of the 
Cantonese arms was generally attributed to the effective use of air- 
planes, largely of American manufacture. A victory for the anti- 
Government elements might have resulted in the establishment of an 
independent r4gime in Canton under Mr. Wang Ching-wei. Mr, 
Wang was expelled from the Kuominfang on December 12th and his 
arrest ordered. 


The Shih Yxt-san and T’ang Sheno-chih Revolts 

1. The Shih Yu-san revolt and its effects on the central authorities 
are described in part as follows by the Consul at Nanking : 

“On the night of December 2 a portion of the 24th Division of the 
First Group Armies, stationed at Pukow, Kianj^u, revolted, looted the 
town, set fire to a number of buildings, seized all available rolling stock 
of the Tientsin-Pukow Railway and entrained for the north. The 
rebels, who were under the leadershm of General Shih Yu-san, newly 
appointed Chairman of the Anhwei Provincial Government, pi'oceeded 
up the railway only about thirty miles and entrenched themselves 
against a possible attack from Nanking. It is understood that at the 
time of the revolt between ten and fifteen thousand of the troops of 
the 24th Division were in Pukow and that another ten or twelve thou- 
sand of the same division were stationed at points along the Tsin-pu 
Railway not far distant. The troops in Pukow were scheduled to sail 
from that place for Kwangtung to take part in the military operations 
there against Chang Fa-kwei’s troops and rebellious Kwangsi troops. 


See pp. 682 ff. 
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“The revolt took Nanking utterly by surprise and caused a panic 
amongst the central government officials. At the time the Capital was 
without troops other than the small personal bodyguards of the mili- 
tary leaders and, as the Minister of Foreign Affairs expre^ed the situ- 
ation on December 6, 1929, in a conversation with an American journal- 
ist : T might myseli be a prisoner now if the Pukow mutineers had 
shown a little more initiative. When they revolted there was nothmg 
in Nanking to stop them from crossing the river and taking possession 
of the city.’ 

“The revolt at Pukow, occurring in the face of a serious crisis at 
Canton, was followed by a revolt of part of the 5th Division on the 
Shanghai-Nanking Railway and by a military disturbance at Hang- 
chow concerning which details are not available. These latter two 
incidents, while not serious in themselves, showed clearly the disaffec- 
tion existing amongst troops supposedly loyal to the central Govern- 
ment. 

“On December 6th a small military force in Nanking belonging to 
Tang Sen-chi was disarmed under orders from Chiang Kai-shek and 
shortly thereafter it became generally known that Tang Sen-chi had 
revolted against the central Government.” 

The month ended with Shih Yu-san balked but still astride the Tien- 
tsin-Pukow Railway, near Pengpu, thereby cutting Nanking’s com- 
munications with the North. 

2. The following account of the T’ang Sheng-chih revolt is taken 
from a report by the Consul General at Hankow : 

“. . . The serious problem of suppressing the rebellion of Tang Sen- 
chi (T’ang Sheng-chih) in Honan became the uppermost task of the 
National Government about the middle of the month. From that time 
to the end of the month practically all political and military activity 
was centered on devising ways and means either of completely sup- 
pressing Tang or else so crippling his authority that he would no longer 
be a menace to th^eace of the country. This problem was all the more 
difficult because Tang only a few weeks ago had rendered valuable 
assistance to the central Government in its campaign against Feng 
Yu-hsiang. The real cause of Tang’s revolt has not been revealed, 
but so far as I have been able to discover it hinges largely on his 
request that General Liu Chi give up Hupeh Province and withdraw to 
Kiangsi thus permitting Tang to again occupy Hankow- This re- 
quest was peremptorily refused by General Liu and the loss of prestige 
and the thwarted ambition to again occupy this profitable and stra- 
tegic center made Tang resolve to take it by force. His army was 
formidable both in numbers and equipment and in the early stag^ of 
his move to capture Hupeh substantial headway was made in the direc- 
tion of occupying Hankow. A series of circumstances intervened, 
however, to make the task more difficult than was first expected. 

“Among these may be noted (1) an unexpected rally in suwort of 
Chiang ]&i-shek in lukewarm quarters; (2) the presence of a formid- 
able army under General Liu Chi in northern Hupeh and southern 
Honan which had not been withdrawn after the campaign against 
Feng Yu-hsiang; and (3) the deepest snows and coldest weather 
experienced in Honan and Hupeh in thirty years. While both sides 
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may have suffered because of weather conditions, it is most likely 
that this was a greater handicap to Tang Sen-chih tlian to General 
Liu Chi inasmuch as Tang’s position was more isolated. Eeports 
at Hankow were that many soldiers in the field wei'e frozen to death; 
certain it is that there was great suffering among the tro^s. In 
any event, Tang Sen-chih was not able to drive his way to Efankow, 
and as this despatch is being written (Jaiiuary Gtli) indications are 
that he is being gradually driven back up the Ping-Han Railway 
and to the east or the railway as well.” 

At the end of the month T’ang Sheng-chih, with a reward of $50,000, 
Chinese currency, offered by the Government for his capture alive 
and $30,000 offered to those who might kill him, seemed about to dis- 
appear from the political scene. His divisions were held in check 
but, as is the custom in these politico-military disturbances, they were 
not definitely routed. 

. • • • • • • 

I have [etc.] For the Charge d’Affaii'^es ad interim : 

Clarknce B. Hewes 
First jSeoretm^ of Legation 


SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT OVER THE CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY AND 
APPEAL BY THE UNITED STATES FOR OBSERVANCE OF THE PACT 
OF PARIS “ 


S61.77 Chinese Eastern/6 

The Consul at Ha7^hin {Hanson) to the Minister in Chzna 
( MacM urray) 


No. 1869 Harbin, Dec:eiiiber 81, 1928. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on December 2Dth the Chinese 
Nationalist flag was hoisted at Harbin, along the Cluiu^se Eastern 
Railway and at other places in North Manchuria. No i)articular 
enthusiasm over the event was expressed by the local Cliinese resi- 
dents, but it is reasonable to conclude that they are relieved by this 
outward sign that Nortli and South China are united. This union 
will have little effect on the administration of Harbin and the Special 
Area of the Eastern Provinces, whose officials have been appointed 
by Mukden. As far as foreign affairs are concerned, China proper 
and Manchuria will present a united front to the outside world. 
As far as internal affairs are concerned, Nanking w’ill have little 
voice in Manchuria matters. 

‘"For correspondence relating to the negotiation of the treaty for the renunci- 
ation of war, signed at Paris August 27, 1928, see Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. i, 
pp^l ff ; for text of treaty, see ibid., p. 153. 

transmitted to the Department by tlie Consul in his despatch No. 
471o, of the same date ; received January 30, 1929. 
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As the Legation is aware, the flag of the Chinese Eastern Railway 
was a combination of the Chinese five colored flag and the Soviet 
flag, the former being above and the latter below. Orders were issued 
not to permit the raising of this flag after December 28th. The 
Management and Board of Directors of the Railway are now discuss- 
ing the design of a new flag for the line, but a decision of this sort 
taken by them would have to be approved by the Nanking Govern- 
ment and Soviet Regime. As the Chinese officials appear determined 
to strip the Railway of all functions except those which they con- 
sider to be of a simple transportation nature and have been greatly 
encouraged in this respect by the lack of opposition they encoxmtered 
when they took over the Railway’s telephone system, it will probably 
be sometime before they will permit the Soviet flag, even in conjimc- 
tion with the Nationalist flag to wave over the property of the 
Railway. 

In an interview given to representatives of the local Russian press, 
Mr. Chang Ko-chen, who is a secretary of Marshal Chang Hsueh- 
liang,®^ is Chief of the local Chinese Educational Administration and 
has made himself spokesman for the newly installed Chinese author- 
ities, probably because he was educated at Harbin and speaks excellent 
Russian, stated that unless the local citizens of the U. S. S. R. would 
not [sic] be completely loyal to China, in which they lived, and would 
not [sic] submit to its laws, and, unless the Soviet Administration of 
the Railway would not [sic] introduce full parity of employment and 
otherwise live up to agreements, the local authorities would have to 
take measures against them similar to those which were taken at 
one time by the southern government. As local Russians know what 
vindictive measures the nationalist officials in the south took against 
Soviet consular officers and citizens, this outburst of Mr. Chang’s 
caused considerable uneasiness among the Russian community. 

The Soviet officials, outwardly do not appear to be worried over 
the newly created situation. Mr. V. G. Chilkin, Soviet Vice- 
President of the Board of Directors of the Railway, remarked to a 
member of the staff of the Consulate that he believed all local for- 
eigners had their troubles with the Chinese authorities and that these 
were to be expected. There is much talk regarding the taking over 
of the entire railway by the Chinese authorities. It is believed that 
the Japanese officials of the South Manchuria Railway would take 
active measures to forestall a movement of this sort, which could be 
used as a precedent against the Japanese line. Perhaps, there exists 
some sort of an understanding between the Soviet and Japanese 
officials in this respect or, at least, the Soviet side might have some 

“ Chief commander of the Northeastern Frontier Army, head of the Mukden 
Government, and son of the late Marshal Chang Tso-lin. 
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knowledge of the attitude of the Japanese railway officials toward 
this question. 

There exists an agreement dated May 31, 1924 between Soviet Eus- 
sia and the Peking Government and an agreement dated September 
20, 1924 between Soviet Kussia and the Mukden Government of Gen- 
eral Chang Tso-lin,®* who was considered by the Peking Government 
to be a rebel when the agreements were signed, regarding the Chinese 
Eastern Eailway and other questions. These agreements differ, al- 
though not radically. The Mukden agreement cuts down the conces- 
sion period of the Railway by 20 years, while the Peking agreement 
does not. It would appear, therefore, that the Soviet Regime must 
now come to an understanding with the Nanking Government, as 
representing China as a whole in foreign affairs. It is presumed that 
the Mukden agreement will remain in force until such an understand- 
ing is reached. However, it can be expected that the local Chinese 
authorities will interpret this agreement in ways that suit their own 
interests and that the Soviet side will be too powerless to resist the 
Chinese officials in this respect. 

I have [etc.] G. C. Haistson 

893.00P.R.Harl)In/16 

The Gotmil at Earhin {Hamon) to the Minister in China 
{MacMurray) 

[Extract] 

No. 1876 Harbin, January 9, 1929. 

Sir: 

The Soviet officials received a shock when the local Chinese author- 
ities, acting on instructions from Mukden, took over by force and with- 
out compensation the city’s telephone system which had been installed 
at an expense of over local $1,000,000 and managed by the Chinese 
Eastern Eailway. The Soviet officials fear that this drastic move will 
be followed by the taking over by the Chinese of the whole railway, 
which is really the pi'operty of the Russian people and which is now 
administered by a Soviet General Manager and a Board of Directors, 
consisting of five Chinese and five Soviet Russians. There is danger 
of radicalism on the part of the Chinese authorities, but it will be 
directed more against Soviet Russians and their property than against 

" Foreign Relations, 1924, vol. i, p. 499. 

telegram No. 368, September 27, 1924, and No, 377, October 4, 1924, from 
the Charge In China, iUA., pp. 509, 510. 

"Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul In his desmteh No. 4724, 
of the same date ; received February 11, 1929. 
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other foreigners. Soviet Russia cannot take strong action against 
Manchuria because of fear of complications on the Polish border and 
of Japan, and the Chinese authorities know this and are acting 
accordingly. 

Some press reports have stated that Soviet Russia is attempting to 
sell its rights to the Railway to either France or Japan, but it is doubt- 
ful if the governments of these last named two countries desire to be- 
come mixed up in an already complicated situation. 

I have [etc.] G. C. Hanson 


893.00P.R.Mukd€n/21 

The CoTisvZ at Mukden {Myers) to the Mirmter in China 
{MacMurray) 

[Extract] 

No. 186 Mxjkden, February 7, 1929. 

Sir: 

Under instructions from Moscow the local Soviet Consul General 
filed a protest with the Mukden Government against the seizure of 
the Harbin telephone service operated by the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way. The protest was made to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
and after its delivery the Consul General accompanied by the Com- 
missioner called on General Chang Hsueh-liang. To the representa- 
tions made. General Chang is reported to have replied that the 
Government’s action was in accord with China’s sovereign rights 
and was entirely proper. 

As far as can be learned, there have been no negotiations between 
the local Soviet Consulate General and the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way. It was reliably reported that at a conference held at Mukden 
on January 21st the decision was reached to continue to recognize 
the 1924 Mukden Agreement with the Soviets but later information 
clearly indicates that the Chinese Eastern Railway question is by 
no means settled. That the Chinese are considering ways and means 
of bringing to fruition their pet' scheme of taking over the Chinese 
Eastern Railway there seems to be little doubt. (Reference — ^my 
confidential despatch No. 168 of January 4, 1929, entitled “Chinese 
Eastern Railway Telephone Service”). 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mvers 

** Copy transmitted to the Department without covering letter ; received 
March 2, 1929. 
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761.93/047 

Tlie Consul, at Mukden {Myers) to the Minister in China 
{MaeMurray)^ 


No. 201 Mukden, March 27, 1929. 

Sir: As of possible intei’est to the Legation, I have the honor to 
report that Mr. Melnikoflf, Soviet Consul General, Harbin, arrived 
at Mukden a few days ago and had an interview with Chief Com- 
mander Chang Hsueh-liang yesterday noon. His coming was ap- 
parently a surprise and prior to the interview the nature of his 
mission was unknown to the Chinese Authorities. According to 
reliable information the general purport of this interview is as 
follows: 

After the introduction by the local Soviet Consul and the usual 
preliminaries, Mr. Melnikoff stated that ho was a prominent figure in 
Soviet Russia and that he was invested with much broader powers 
than usually pertain to the office of Consul. He stated further that 
for the improvement of Soviet-Chinese relations a now treaty is 
necessary and that he was ready to start negotiations at once. Gen- 
eral Chang replied that he did not see the need of a now treaty and 
furthermore he was not in a position to negotiate a treaty as his 
father had done in 1924; that he was a member of a “Party” too, 
whose authorization was a prerequisite to undertaking such an im- 
portant matter. 

Mr. Melnikoff then referred to the taking over of the telephone 
service at Harbin of the Chinese Eastern Railway which was char- 
acterized as a violation of the Chinese-Soviet agreements. In Gen- 
eral Chang’s response it was pointed out that the agreements only 
related to the railway and not to telephones ; that the Chinese only 
resorted to this action to prevent impairment of its .sovereignty; 
that the Chinese Authorities who had addre.ssed the Chine.se Eastern 
Railway three times in regard to this matter without receiving a 
reply were obliged to take over the service for the protection of 
China’s rights. He also stated that he might be forced to take still 
further measures for the same reason. 

Mr. Melnikoff then mentioned that Chang Ko-chen, Chief of the 
Educational Administration, Harbin, was carrying things too far, 
to which the General replied that any complaints he had to make 
should be submitted to the local authorities (Harbin). General 
Chang added that he personally knew Chang Ko-chen and was ready 
to support him in everything he has done. 

transmitted to the Department without covering letter; received April 
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Eeference was made by Mr. Melnikoff to the poor treatment ac- 
corded by the Chinese Authorities to Soviet citizens in N’orth Man- 
churia. General Chang objected to this charge stating that Soviet 
citizens were being treated fairly in his territory in marked contrast 
to the treatment which Chinese citizens are receiving in Soviet 
territory. 

The matter of the employment of ^^White” Russians by the Mukden 
Government was brought up by Mr. Melnikoff and described as a 
breach of treaty. General Chang took exception to his statement and 
replied that no agreements were violated by the employment of these 
Russians. He added that while the Chinese for humanitarian reasons 
are giving these Russians a chance to earn a livelihood the Soviet Gov- 
ernment prevents them from returning to their homes and only desires 
to persecute them; and also that the Chinese are the masters, the 
‘‘White” Russians being merely employees. 

During the brief conversation that followed, General Chang stated 
that he was glad to know that Mr. Melnikoff intended to remain in 
Mukden for a week or more in order to meet Chinese oflBcials and others 
and that he was sure that the opinions he had expressed were shared 
by all members of his Government. 

General Chang, it has been reliably learned, did not once ref er to 
any Chinese present for information in regard to any of the matters 
raised. The clear-cut and bold responses which the General had ready 
for each statement of Mr, Melnikoff and the grasp of the situation 
which they exhibited must have caused no little surprise to the Soviet 
representatives present — ^the local Consul and interpreter besides Mr. 
Melnikoff. His own subordinates were not a little astonished. It is 
surmised that the General’s attitude as exhibited at this interview will 
forestall further advances for the present at least. 

Regarding the employment of “White” Russians, it is reliably stated 
that there are secret stipulations attached to the Mukden Agreement 
providing that no “White” Russians shall be employed as advisers or 
in other capacities by the Mukden Government, This, it is said, was 
unknown to General Chang at the time of the interview. It is under- 
stood that General Chang proposes to publish this secret part of the 
agreement if the Soviet Government presses this point. A case which 
Melnikoff had, no doubt, in mind is the recent appointment of 
Ostroumoff,'^® of Harbin, as adviser to the Communications Commis- 
sion at Mukden. 

This office will report any additional information on this subject that 
may come to its notice. 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mters 

Boris V. Ostroumoff, “White’’ Kussian general manager of the CJhinese Eastern 
Railway in 1924. 
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893,OOB/587 : Telegram 

The Mmiater in Ohma, {MacMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 


Peking, May 29, 1929— noon. 

[Keceivod May 29 — 10 : 05 a.m.] 
428. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“May 28, noon. Chinese police on May 27tli raided communistic 
meeting attended by Soviet Cfonsuls General, Harbin and Mukden, and 
held at local Soviet Consulate General. About forty arrests made and 
consular premises thoroughly searched.” 


For the Minister 
Pehkins 


126.4612/168 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MaoMvrray') to the Secretary of State 

Peking, June 8, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Keceived June 8 — 10 : 55 a. m.] 
457. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“June 7, 4 p. m. Chief of Police, Harbin, showed me today two 
metal wax seals which are excellently made cuts of Harbin American 
Connate metal wax seal and which were seized in the recent raid on 
the local Soviet Consulate General. Pictures of the same will be 
mailed and sent to the Legation and to the Department.” 


MacMubrav 

893.00B/602 

The Minister in Latvia (Coleman') to the Secretary of State 

No. 6200 Kiga, June 10, 1929. 

[Received June 24.] 

Sie: I have the honor to report that the Soviet press has taken no 
notice of the unpleasantnesses between the Chinese authorities and 
the Bolshevik representatives in China except to publish on June 1 
a note of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, protesting 
apinst the search of the Soviet Consulate General at Harbin, and 
the accompanying circumstances and indignities, and to support this 
note with firm editorials. That of the official newspaper has been 
translated in part. The Pravda's is quite similar. The pi-olonged 
silence of the Soviet press may, perhaps, be taken as an indication 
that these incidents will have further consequences. There is no 
effort to conceal the fact that the real issue is the control of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. Silence may, perhaps, be due to un- 
certainty as to the attitude of Japan. 

I have [etc.] 


F. W. B. Coleman 
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[Enclosure — ^Translation] 

The Soviet Actvng Cominissar for Foreign Affairs {KarcikJum) to 
the Chinese Charge in the Soviet Union (Hsia')’^ 

[Moscow, May 31, 1929.] 
Mr. Charge d’AfpaireIs : On May 27, at 2 o’clock p. m. the premises 
of the Consulate General of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
at Harbin were suddenly invaded by a detail of police. A search 
was made which lasted about six hours. During all this time the 
Consul General of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Mel- 
nikov, and his assistants were detained and were deprived of the 
possibility of communicating with the outside world. With respect 
of the Vice Consul Mr. Znamensky, physical force was employed. 
Regardless of the decisive protest of the Consul, the police took 
away a part of the Consular correspondence, and arrested all the 
visitors, to the number of 39, there were in the various rooms of the 
Consulate. All of those arrested were Soviet citizens living in Man- 
churia. Among them were many employees of Soviet state economic 
institutions and of the administration at Harbin of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, who had come there on the affairs of their institu- 
tions or had called on passport and visa business, and, lastly, three 
temporary extra workers at the Consulate. Chinese policemen and 
Russian white-guardsmen serving in the Chinese police openly car- 
ried off money and things, belonging to the Consulate and its em- 
ployees. 

On the next day after the search the police for its part published a 
statement, exceptional for shamelessness and stupidity, about a 
“session of the III International”, alleged to have been going on in 
the “basement [”] of the Consulate and to have been discovered by 
them. At the same time, with the manifest inspiration of the self-same 
police, the Chinese and white-guard press is printing further provoca- 
tive inventions, designed to justify the illegalities of the police 
authorities. 

The iDolice raid and search in the premises of the Consulate General 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which is under the pro- 
tection of international law, was a flagrant violation of the very bases 
of international law. The detention of the Consul and his assistants 
for six hours; the arrest of visitors, including those found in the 
oflS.ce of the Consul General himself; the seizure of Consular cor- 
respondence, inviolable under international law, accentuate still more 
the violent and lawless character of all this affair, emphasizing the 
complete contempt of the police authorities for the elementary prin- 
ciples of international law and international intercourse. 


Translation from text printed in the Moscow Issvestiay No. 123, June 1, 1929. 
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The outright outrages on the part of the policemen which accom- 
panied the search— the pilferage of property and money, the physical 
violence offered to Consular assistants, are the natural concomitants 
of such arbitrary conduct, and fully correspond to the character of 
tihe whole conduct of the police authorities toward a Consulate 
General of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The actions of the Harbin police authorities do not at all acquire 
legality from the wholly unfounded and provocative explanations 
and charges against the Consulate that these authorities are publish- 
ing in the press. The statements about a ‘^session of the III Inter- 
national” going on in the Consulate is a manifest, stupid invention, 
without rhyme or reason, moreover, as is plain to be seen, and is 
merely an awkward attempt on the part of these same local author- 
ities to evade merited responsibility for their flagrant actions, apt to 
create new complications in the mutual relationships between the two 
neighboring countries. 

The Union government is obliged to bring to the attention of the 
Government of the Qiinese Republic that the unlawful police raid on 
the Consulate General of the U. S. S. R. at Harbin occurred after pro- 
longed preparation in the form of a provocative campaign begun 
against the Soviet Union and against its Consular offices, which 
found expression not only in irresponsible observations in the press 
but also in slanderous utterances on the part of official and unofficial 
persons and institutions of the National Government. The Union 
government finds that a regular police raid on the j)remises of the 
Consulate General of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at Har- 
bin, together with the above mentioned campaign, creates a situation 
in which the normal work of the Consular officios of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics on CHiinese territoi-y becomes exceedingly 
difficult, if not wholly imi^ossible. Tlie resulting position is the more 
serious in that the recent events were preceded by the raid on the 
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at Peking on 
August \_April'\ 6, 1927, the white-guard raid on the Soviet Consulate 
at Shanghai on October 25, 1927, the <leva.station of the Soviet Con- 
sulate at Canton in December, 1927, accompanied by the killing of 
5 of its employees, and a number of violent actions inflicted by the 
Chinese side upon the Chinese Eastern Railway. All these acts, 
responsibility for which lies at the doors of various Chinese author- 
ities, as is known, still remain unutoned, and are hindering the 
reestablishment of normal Chinese-Soviet i-elationships. 

The Union government, for its part, in spite of a series of acts of 
exceptionally provocative character on the part of Chinese authox-ities 
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with respect of the Embassy and the Consulates of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics in China, has with inexhaustible patience 
refrained from answering with any repressive measures, justified as 
they would be by the circumstances. The Union government in par- 
ticular has continued to render to the Mission and Consulates of the 
Chinese Republic on the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics all the protection that is assured to them by international 
law and that is essential to their normal functioning. The Union 
government has been guided in this matter by the desire to assure to 
the Chinese citizens, living on the territory of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, the same degree of protection and care, on the 
part of their Consular institutions, that are enjoyed by the for- 
eign citizens of other Powers, which maintain with the Soviet 
Union diplomatic relations. The Union government is obliged, how- 
ever, to aflSrm that this calm and friendly position of its is, obviously, 
being distorted by influences hostile to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics into proof of its readiness to leave imanswered all future 
provocations of its Consular offices in China. 

Confronted with, a new provocative and violent act with respect 
of its Consular service, the Union government is obliged to make 
the most decided protest against said police outrages, and to demand 
an immediate order for the liberation of the Soviet citizens arrested 
in the premises of the Consulate, and the return of all the correspond- 
ence that was carried off and all the things and money that were 
stolen. 

At the same time the Union government is obliged to declare that, 
as the Chinese authorities with all their actions plainly show that 
they neither can nor will give due weight to the universally accepted 
norms of international law and usage, it for its part no longer regards 
itself as bound by these norms with respect of the Chinese Repre- 
sentation at Moscow and the Chinese Consulates on the Soviet terri- 
tory, and that in future this Representation and the Consulates will 
not be conceded the right of extraterritoriality, with which inter- 
national law clothes them. 

The Union government declares that the Soviet Union in all cir- 
cumstances inalterably strives to maintain and sustain friendly rela- 
tions with the Chinese people. The Union government is obliged, 
however, most decisively to warn the Nanking Grovernment and its 
organs from further trying the longsuffering of the government of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics with provocative acts and 
with the violation of treaties and agreements. 

Accept [etc.] 


Kabakhak~ 
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893.00B/697 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, June 14, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
196. Newspaper reports state that Soviets have been mobilizing 
forces on Chinese-Siberian border. Can you confirm? 

Clark 


126.4612/169 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peking, Juno 17, 1929 — 'T p. m. 

[Received June 17 — 1 : 10 p. m.] 

485. My 457, June 8, 6 p. m. 

(1) Consul Hanson’s despatch from Harbin along the same lines 
enclosed a photograph of the counterfeited seal of the Harbin Con- 
sulate which is an imitation of small metal seal for sealing envelopes. 

(2) During the raid on the Soviet Consulate General at Harbin, 
an attempt was made to burn papers, documents, etc., but the police 
extracted from a kitchen stove a Soviet code book, which was burned 
at the edges. Two counterfeited American seals were found in it, 
and they were copied so well that Consul Hanson does not believe 
they could have been executed in Harbin. He was shown the code 
book and also indirectly received word that the Soviet authorities 
would, officially or unofficially, approach him in an effort to convince 
him that “White” Russians had planted the seals because they desired 
to cause trouble between the Soviet and the United States. Hanson 
has wired me that, while the Harbin Russian press did mention the 
seizure, so far no Soviet official has mentioned, either <lirectly or in- 
directly, the matter of the seals to anyone belonging to the American 
Consulate. In the same book which contained the imitation consular 
seals there were found also counterfeited Japanese seals. 

(3) Although there is no evidence concerning the use. to which these 
seals were put, Hanson says they were probably emiiloyed in reseal- 
ing mail which had been opened and in dispatching Soviet and/or 
communistic mail matter sent under the guise of United States or 
Japanese consular correspondence. 

(^) Haying possession of these seals for illegal purpo.ses is a crime 
under Chinese law, to which Soviet con.sular employees are subject. 
The Harbin Chinese authorities are aware of this, but it is a question 
whether they would prosecute the case without being pressed by the 
Consul to do so. Hanson requests the Department’s telegraphic in- 
struction as to what action, if any, he should take in the matter. 

MacMurrat 
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893.00B/6-98 : T^egram 

The Minister in Ghina {MacMnrrmf) to the Seeretary of State 

Peking, June 21, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 1 : 10 p. m*] 

498. Your 195, June 14, 3 p. m., was repeated to the American Con- 
sul at Harbin who has replied as follows : 

“June 18, 4 p. m. Recent arrivals and reports from Hailar and 
Manchuria Station indicate that conditions normal on the border 
and that no trouble even in Barga will occur this summer. Inclined 
to believe these false rumors by Soviet agents in order to intimidate 
Chinese.” 

MaoMtjbrax 


125.4612/170 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Ghina {MaoMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, June 25, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

216. Reference your 485, June 17, 7 p. m. Inform Consul at Har- 
bin that the Department wishes to make no formal request for the 
seals and to conduct no correspondence with the Chinese authorities 
regarding police action through which they were obtained. The De- 
partment would be pleased to have the Consul get possession of the 
seals or to convince himself of their destruction, provided he could 
accomplish either end without written request or formalities and 
without indication that he was acting under instructions.^^ 

Stimson 


893.00/10508 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ghina {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 
[Paraphrase — Extract] 

Peking, July 9, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
[Received July 9 — 10 :15 a. m.] 

552. 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs, C. T. Wang, is expected 
here tomorrow, presumably to discuss the Manchurian situation with 
Chiang Kai-shek and Marshal Chang Hsiieh-liang. 

MacMxjkkat 


In reply, the Consul at Harbin reported that the seals and other materials 
seized by the Chinese had been forwarded to Mukden headquarters 
( 125 . 4612 / 171 ). 

” Chairman of the State Council of the National Government of the Ilepublic 
of China. 

323423 — 43 — vol. ll 22 
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861.7T Chinese Eastern/178 

The OonsuZ at Harbifn, {Hcmeon) to the Minister in Chinn 
{MacMurray) 


No. 1969 Haisbin, July 10, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honor to confirm below two telegrams sent to the 
Legation in regard to to-day’s actions of the local Chinese author- 
ities against Soviet interests 

“July 10, 11 a. m. Local Chinese authorities took over Chinese 
Eastern Kailway telegraph system early this morning and arrested 
a dozen communists connected with the line whom they threaten 
to deport into Siberia. Department not informed”. 

“July 10, 3 p. m. Chinese authorities have closed Soviet trade 
organizations in North Manchuria. Arrests now sixty. It would 
appear that there will be little Soviet opposition and no strike of 
railway employees. Department not inf ormed.” 

Harbin was startled early in the morning of July 10th by the 
news that the Chinese authoritie.s had taken over the public telegraph 
and line telephone systems of the Chinese Eastern Kail way. At 
7 A. M. these systems were placed under the control of General 
Chiang Pin, Chief of the Telegraph and Telephone Administration 
of the Three Eastern Provinces, who notifietl the Railway officers 
concerned that he was acting under orders of <ho Nortlu*a.stern Com- 
mittee of Ways of Communications in taking over the .systems. No 
reasons were given, but the telegraph and telephone apparatus neces- 
sary for purely railway operations was loft under the control of the 
railway officials. Chinese agent.s simultaneously appeared at the 
Railway’s central telegraph office at the Hnrl>in station and Pristan, 
the business town, and at stations along the lino and took concerted 
action, which had evidently been carefully planned before. How- 
ever, the taking over of these system.s had lM*en anticipated ever 
since the taking over from the Railway of the Harbin city telephone 
system as reported in my despatch No. 1864, <lated December 24, 
1928,’*» on the subject of the forcible si'izure by Chinese of Chinese 
Eastern Railway’s telephone system. 

Of more serious import to the Soviet side were the arrests to-day 
of about 60 Soviet employees of the Railway, including stich prom- 
inent active leaders as Knaiseff [Knaziefff\, Cliief of General 

"Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul In his despatch No. 4849, 
of the same date ; received August 6, 1929. 

"Tele^ams were also transmitted to the DepartmetU hy the Minister in 
telegram No. 557, July 11 (8(n.77 Cliituw I0u.slern/2r>). 

Not printed. 
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Affairs in the offices of the Administration, Markoff, assistant Chief 
of the Traffic Department and the head of the professional union of 
railway employees. It has been reported that these leaders will be 
deported into Siberia to-day. No public announcement of these 
arrests has yet been made. 

Later in the day, by order of the Office of the Civil Administrator 
of the Special Area, the police closed up the local offices of the 
Gostorg (Government Trading Trust), Neftsyndicate (Government 
Oil Trust), Sovtorgflot (Soviet Trading Fleet) and other Soviet 
Government trade organizations on the grounds that representatives 
of these organizations had been caught in the recent raid made on 
the local Soviet Consulate General, where evidence had been dis- 
covered that they and their organizations had been engaged in com- 
munistic propaganda dangerous to the Chinese Government. 

Yesterday, it was announced that Mr. Fan Chi-kuan, a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Chinese Eastern Eailway, had been 
additionally appointed Chinese Assistant Manager of the Eailway, 
in place of Mr. Kuo Chung-hsi, who had been granted three months 
sick leave. Another English speaking Chinese, Mr. Tu Wei-ching, 
who was educated in the United States and who was Chief of the 
Ways Department of the Eailway, was also granted sick leave. Mr. 
Fan was educated in Russia and speaks excellent Eussian, which 
Mr. Kuo does not. It is now rumored that Mr. Fan will be made 
General Manager, to replace the Soviet General Manager, Mr. A. I. 
Emshanoff, by order of the Nanking Government, which appears 
to have ordered the moves mentioned above. This would be in 
direct violation of the Soviet-Mukden Agreement. 

The Soviet authorities are angry, but helpless, and it is not be- 
lieved that they will make more than verbal objections, although it is 
reported that about 100 more Soviet agents will soon be deported. 
There were evidently some feeble attempts made to persuade the 
railway workers to strike, but, aside from the workers’ unwillingness 
to sacrifice the only chance they have of making a living in North 
Manchuria, it was found difficult to put this scheme into practice 
because the union leaders were placed under arrest. It is also re- 
ported that a Chinese gunboat has anchored in the Sungari Eiver 
near the main worlcshops of the Eailway with its guns trained on 
them, evidently in readiness to fire if violence breaks out in that 
direction. 

I have [etc.] 


G. C. Hanson 
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861.77 Chinese Bast6rn/27 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {McboMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 11, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 11 : 45 p* m.] 

560. My 557, July 11, 3 p. mJ® Following from American Con- 
sul at Harbin : 

“July 11, 11 a. m. Chinese authorities have discharged Soviet 
general manager of railway, Soviet assistant manager and all Russian 
heads of departments. Fan Chi-kuan, member of board and also 
Chinese assistant manager, has taken over chaige as general manager.” 

MaoMctbray 


893.00/10510 : Telegiam 

The Minister in China {MacMurray') to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 11, 1929 — 8 p.m. 

[Received 11 : 45 p. m.] 

561. My 552, July 9, 6 p. m. 

1. Chiang Kai-shek, Chang Hsueh-liang and Yen Hsi-shan^'^ left 
Peking last night for Nanking, Mukden and Taiyuanfu, respectively. 

2. The Japanese Minister is creditably informed that one of the 
results of the visit of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is still 
in Peking, was an arrangement with Chang whereby Manchuria’s 
foreign relations would be handled through central authorities at 
Nanking rather than at Mukden. 

MacMurray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/28 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Chin/i {MacMurray) 

Washington, July 13, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

231. 1. An Associated Press telegram, dated Tokyo, Jul^^ 12, stated 
that information from Harbin is to the effect that, in view of the 
probability of a tie-up on the Chinese Eastern Railway, the Harbin 
consular body is considering mediation to seek a peaceable settlement. 

2- Whatever precedent may exist for participation by the American 
Consul at Harbin in representations designed to keep the Chinese East- 
ern Railway open to traffic, the Department does not deem it expedi- 
ent that the Consul should participate, unless instructed by the De- 
partment, in any attempt to adjust the dispute between Soviet Russia 
and China in connection with the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

Stimson 

■'^See footnote 75, p. 198. 

commander of the Peking and Tientsin Garrisons and 
former Governor of Shansi Province. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/166 

The Soviet Acting Gomrrdssar for Foreign Affairs {Karahhan) to the 
Chinese Charge in the Soviet TJrdon {SsioC) 

[Translation] 

Moscow, July 13, 1929. 

Mr. Charge d’Aeeaires: By instruction of the government of 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, I beg you to communicate the 
following to the Mukden government and the National Government 
of the Chinese Republic at Nanking : 

According to information received by the Government of the 
U. S. S. R., at 10 o’clock in the morning of July 10th, the Chinese 
authorities made a raid upon the Chinese Eastern Railway and seized 
the telegraph of the Chinese Eastern Railway along the whole line, 
interrupting telegraphic communication with the U. S. S. R. ; closed 
and sealed, without giving the reasons, the Commercial Agency of 
the U. S. S. R. and also the branches of the State Trading Company, 
the Textiles Syndicate, the Coal Oil Syndicate and the Soviet Mer- 
cantile Marine. Thereupon the Duban {Tufari^ of the road (the 
President of the Administration of the Chinese Eastern Railway), 
Mr. Liu Czhun-khuan presented to the General Manager of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, Mr. Emshanov, a demand to hand over 
the management of the road to a person, designated by the Duban. 
When the General Manager of the road, Mr. Emshanov, refused to 
comply with this unlawful demand, which is in flagrant violation of 
the agreement on the provisional administration of the Chinese East- 
ern Railway, concluded at Peking on May 31, 1924, and also of the 
agreement between the government of the TJ. S. S. R. and the govern- 
ment of the autonomous Three Eastern Provinces of the Chinese 
Republic, concluded at Mukden on September 20, 1924, he was re- 
moved from his post, as was the Assistant General Manager of the 
road, Mr. Eismont. Both were replaced by persons designated by the 
Duban. The Chiefs of the Traffic and Traction Services and other 
persons were removed, by order also of the Duban, and replaced by 
Russian whiteguardists. The trade union and cooperative organiza- 
tions of the railway hands and employees all along the line of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway were smashed and closed and searches and 
arrests were made, more than 200 citizens of the U. S. S. R., railway 
hands and employees, being arrested. About 60 Soviet citizens, in- 
cluding Messrs. Emshanov and Eismont, have been expelled already 
beyond the bounds of China. 

™ Translation from text printed in the Moscow Iisvestia, No. 159, July 14, 1929 ; 
copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in Latvia in his despatch 
No. 6291, July 18 ; received August 2, 1929. 

Other more common transliterations of name are “Lu Jung-huan” and “Liu 
Yung-huan.” 
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News has been received at the same time of the concentration along 
the Soviet borders of Manchurian troops, which have been bix)iight 
into combat readiness and have been moved up to the very frontier. 
According to information, along with the Manchurian troops on the 
borders of the U. S. S. K. are disposed Russian whiteguard units, which 
the Manchurian Command is intending to thx'ow over into the Soviet 
territory. 

The above-named acts are a most manifest and a most flagrant 
violation of the direct and incontestable provisions of the treaties 
existing between the U. S. S. R. and China, and these infringements 
are made rather more arrant, and not less, by the fact that the Duban 
of the road, in his statement, himself cites the obligation of the 
representatives of the two parties concerned in the Chinese Eastern 
Railway to observe the treaty, he with this reference endeavoring 
to mask his own plainly illegal acts. 

As appears from article 1 of the agreement of May 31, 1924, 
on the provisional administration of the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
and from the analogous article 1, point 6, of the Mukden agreement, 
all questions relating to the Chinese Eastern Railway are examined 
and decided by the Board of ten persons, and the ^^decisions of the 
Board enter into effect if they are approved by not less than six 
members of the Board”; moreovei', the Chairman of the Board, a 
Chinese citizen, and the Vice Chairman, a Soviet citizen, “together 
conduct the business of the Board and both sign all documents of 
the Board”-®® 

Thus, the very fact of the issue by the Duban of a unilateral order 
over his sole signature and without securing the assent of either 
the Board or of the Vice Duban, a Soviet citizen, gives to this act 
of his a manifestly illegal character, to say nothing of the fact that 
this act cuts away the very roots of the principle of parity, estab- 
lished by the treaties. 

According to article 3 of the same Peking agreement and article 
1, point 8, of the Mukden agreement, “the management of the road 
resides with the General Managei*, a citizen of the U. S. S- R., and 
two Assistant General Managers, of whom the one must be a citizen 
of the TJ. S. S. R., and the other a citizen of the Cliinese Republic. 
Said officers are nominated by the Board and are confirmed by their 
respective Governments”. Their rights and duties are determined 
by the Board, which likewise appoints the Chiefs and Assistant 
Chiefs of the various Services of the road- 

Thus, the removal of the General Manager of the I'oad by order 
of the Duban, and his replacement, if only provisional, by a Chinese 
citizen, and also the unilateral removal of the Assistant General Man- 

cf. Foreign Relations^ ld24» vol. r, pp. 499, 500. 
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ager and of a number of officers of the road, violate the fundamental 
provisions of the agreement of 1924 and from the ground up change 
the regime of management of the road that was established by agree- 
ment between the Governments of China and the U. S. S. R. and 
was fixed in the treaties in eflEect between them. This infraction, 
which is altogether without justification, bears a still more shock- 
ing character in that, as plainly appears from the above cited articles 
of the treaties, the appointment, and consequently also the removal, 
of said officers is the prerogative of the Board as a whole, and cannot 
be exercised otherwise, in particular not through unilateral personal 
orders of the Duban on his sole authority. The Duban in his state- 
ment refers to an order, given by him to the General Manager, Mr. 
Emshanov, concerning compliance with a whole series of demands 
of the Chinese side, touching the system of management of the road. 
The General Manager, however, is the executive organ of aU the 
Board as a whole, and may not carry out the orders of the Duban 
or of the Vice Duban, if they do not come from the Board itself 
with the signatures of the Chairman and the Vice Chairman, as is 
required by article 1, point 6, of the Mukden agreement of 1924. 
The very reference to the non-execution by the General Manager of 
some sort of personal orders of the Duban on his sole authority 
merely confirms the illegal character of the acts of the latter. 

According to the spirit and letter of the Peking and Mukden agree- 
ments of 1924, the Chinese Eastern Railway is the object of manage- 
ment in common by the XT. S. S. R. and China, and furthermore, the 
Chinese Eastern Railway may become the property of China either 
upon the expiration of the term fixed in the treaties, or, prior to this 
term, by way of the purchase of the road by China by agreement of the 
parties. Meanwhile, the unlawful acts of the Duban of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, as above set forth, which have been sanctioned by 
the Chinese Government, mean in substance the seizure of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway and an attempt at unilateral abolition of existing 
treaties. 

The agreements of 1924 establish a quite definite manner of settling 
all disputable questions concerning the road. According to article 6 
of the agreement of May 31, 1924, and article 1, point 11, of the Mukden 
agreement, ‘‘all questions upon which the Board cannot reach an 
agreement must be referred to the Governments of the contracting 
parties for just and friendly settlement”.®^ Each of the parties, thus, 
has the fullest possibility of putting any question before the other side 
in a quite lawful and normal way and of striving for the satisfaction 
of its demands. The Chinese side, however, in this case, as in certain 
cases preceding it, as, for example, the seizure of the telephone station, 


“ cf. ibis., p. 501. 
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preferred the way of unilateral and unlawful acts, not merely violat* 
ing, but overthrowing, the treaties in effect between the U. S. S. R. 
and China. 

Observing tliat the above noted acts of the Duban of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway is a glaring violation of the treaties existing between 
the TJ. S. S. R. and China, the government of the U. S. S. R. makes the 
most decisive protest on the occasion of these acts, and directs the 
attention of the Mukden government and the National Government 
of the Chinese Republic to the exti'aordinary seriousness of the posi- 
tion which has been created by these acts. 

The Union government has given repeated proofs of its peaceable- 
ness and friendly attitude to China and toward the struggle that the 
Chinese people has been making for tlie abolition of the unequal 
treaties and for tlie restoration of the sovereignty of China. The 
government of the U. S. S. R. was the first government that concluded 
a treaty with China on the principles of equality and of respecting 
the sovereignty of China. The government of the U. S. S. R. itself, 
upon its own initiative, as early as 1919 addressed to the Chinese 
people a declaration in which it prtxilaimed its readiness to abolish 
all the unequal treaties, concluded between China and Tsarist Rus- 
sia. In the treaty of 1924 these declarations of the government of the 
U. S. S. R. were made good."® The government of the U. S. S. R. 
voluntarily relinquished in favor of China the concessions in Tientsin 
and Hankow. It voluntarily relinquished Consular jurisdiction and 
extrateri'itorial rights for its citizens in China. It, likewise upon its 
own initiative, relinquished the Boxer contribution, handing it over 
to the cause of the enlightenment of the Chinese people. Finally, it 
also voluntarily relinquished all the privileges w'hich were given to 
Russia on the Cliinese Eastern Railway, namely, the right of having 
in China its own troops, police, court [s], and other military-adminis- 
trative functions which previously hud been the prerogative of the 
Russian authorities on the Chinese Eastern Railway and the whole 
strip alienated to this railway. The relinquishment of all the privi- 
leges that are still enjoyed by foreign states with which China is in 
normal relationships was a manifestation of tlie soiualistic character 
of the foreign policy of the Soviet state. The conclusion of the treaty 
of 1924 between the U. S. S. R. and China met with the gi’catest sym- 
pathy in all parts of China, for this treaty for tlic fii’st time realizes 
the principle of equality of parties and of tiie full sovereignty of 
China. 

From the foregoing exposition it clearly appears that, if the Chi- 
nese authorities had any complaints or demands to make about the 

“ See Foreign Relations, 1022, vol i, p. 931 

™ Ibui., 1924, vol. i, p. 495. 
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regime established on the road, the acts of individual representatives 
of the U. S, S. R. on the road, or even the rights to the Chinese Eastern 
Railway fixed by treaties, up to shortening the term of the treaty and 
buying the Chinese Eastern Railway before the lapse of the term, 
these authorities had the full possibility, provided by the treaties, 
to present any complaint or demand of it to the government of the 
U. S. S. R. in a lawful manner. 

The Union government finds that in questions touching the Chinese 
Eastern Railway it has invariably shown willingness to settle any 
disputable matter in a friendly spirit. Not longer ago than February 
2, in a note, handed by the Consul General of the U. S. S. R. at Mukden 
to the Central Diplomatic Office of the Three Eastern Provinces of 
China, the government of the U. S. S. R. declared that it ‘‘deems it 
very desirable that all disputable questions, and in particular the 
questions touching the regime of the road, which have remained un- 
settled during the past years, have caused misunderstandings and have 
interfered with the normal work of the road, should be submitted 
to discussion and settlement with the object of the removal of pos- 
sible misunderstandings and conflicts”. This proposal, which shows 
how ready the government of the U. S. S. R. is to meet the reasonable 
wishes of the Chinese side, gave the Chinese Government the possibility 
of putting for discussion any of the questions of interest to it. The 
Chinese side, howevei’, did not wish to avail itself of the possibility 
that was opened by the offer of the Union government of February 
2, a. c., and this proposal remained unanswered. Neither was there 
an answer to the telegram, despatched on the 11th of this month over 
the signature of the People’s Commissar of Ways of Communication 
of the U. S. S. R. to the address of the Chairman of the Board of thje 
Chinese Eastern Railway, announcing willingness at once to discuss 
all disputable questions and stating that the negotiations upon these 
questions were entrusted by the People’s Commissariat of Ways of 
Communication of the U. S. S. R. to the Member of its Collegium, Mr. 
Serebriakov. 

All these facts exhaustively attest the utter baselessness of the refer- 
ences, in the declaration of the Duban which has been mentioned, to 
alleged fruitless attempts having been made by China to regulate 
disputable questions. 

The present Chinese authorities are disposed, obviously, to view 
the above exposed policy of seeking a peaceful and friendly solution 
of all disputable questions and the policy of respecting the sovereign 
rights of China — which radically negatives the bases of the imperi- 
alistic policy of the bourgeois states — ^not as a policy following from 
the very nature of the Soviet authority, but as a manifestation of 
its weakness. This, obviously, is just why the Chinese authorities 
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permit themselves a series of glaringly violent and provocative acts 
with respect of the IT. S. S. R., thus abusing its peaceableness. The 
Union government is obliged therefore to remind the Chinese authori- 
ties that it has at its disposal sufficient means, i-equisite for guarding 
the lawful rights of the peoples of the U. S. S. R. from any and all 
violent encroachments. 

•Rjimninin g true to its peace policy, the Union government, re^rd- 
less of the violent and provocative acts of the Chinese authorities, 
once more proclaims willingness to enter into negotiations with China 
on the whole complex of questions connected with the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. Such negotiations are possible, however, only in the condi- 
tion of the liberation at once of the citizens of the U. S. S. R. who have 
been arrested and the undoing of all the unlawful acts of the Chinese 
authorities. 

In correspondence with this position the Union government pro- 
poses : 

1) to call at once a conference for the ^ttlement of all ques- 
tions connected with the Chinese Eastern Railway; 

2) the Chinese authorities at once [to] undo all unilateral acts 
in respect of the Chinese Eastern Railway; 

3) All Soviet citizens that have l)een arrested ai-e [to be] set free 
at once, and the Chinese authorities [to] put an end at once to all 
persecutions of Soviet citizens and all encroachments upon their 
rights and upon the rights of Soviet institutions. 

The Union government invites the Mukden government and the 
National Government of the Chinese Republic to weigh well the 
serious consequences that rejection of this proposal of the U. S. S. R. 
will have. 

The Union government states that it will await the answer of the 
Chinese Government to the above expo.sc<l proposal for three days, 
and gives warning that, in the event of non-receipt of a satisfactory 
answer, it will be obliged to resort to other means of defense of the 
lawful rights of the U. S. S. R. 

Accept [etc.] L. Karakhan 


861.77 Chinese ISastern/SO : Telc*j?ram 

The Minister in China (MacMnrrai/) to the Secretary/ of State 

Peking, July IG, 1929 — 4 p. m. 
[Received July 17 — 9 : 40 a, m.] 
575- My 557, July 11, 3 p. m-®* Following from American Consul 
at Harbin : 

“July 15, 4 p. m. Chinese authorities today incoi^porated railway’s 
land department into Chinese land administration and continued 


See footnote 75, p. 198. 
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discharges Soviet employees. Local Japanese press states Soviet 
regime has delivered to Chinese Chargg d’Affaires Moscow 15-day 
ultimatum to restore status quo aute. Am trying confirm this doubt- 
ful report.” 

MacMitebat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/31 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peking, July 17, 1929—11 p. m. 

[Eeceived July 17 — 5:43 p. m.] 

583. (1) Perkins®® has been informed in strict confidence that 
Karakhan stated, in an interview with ... at Moscow, that the 
Soviet Government was determined to force the issue with China. 
From the impression which . . . received, the Soviet Government 
suspects a third power (Japan, no doubt) as having been behind the 
Chinese in the action they took. The Japanese Legation learns from 
its Nanking reports of the Chinese Government’s serious perturbation 
due to the sort of comments published in foreign newspapers, in both 
China and abroad, particularly comment such as has appeared in the 
Manchester Guardicm^ and of the feeling that China’s attitude must 
be moderated. A similar feeling exists also at Mukden. There some 
of the Chinese leaders consider the Prussians to be powerless, but 
despite this others do not feel so optimistic and are apprehensive lest 
the Soviet Government should occupy Sinkiang or sever all communi- 
cations with the railway in Manchuria. It seems that the various 
chairmen of the Three Eastern Provincial Governments held a meeting 
at Mukden on June 3, anniversary of the attack on Marshal Chang 
Tso-lin, at which meeting they decided to take action respecting the 
railroad. Telegrams were subsequently exchanged with the Foreign 
Office at Nanking, and thereupon Marshal Chang Hsiieh-liang visited 
Peking to confer with General Chiang Kai-shek and Dr. C. T. Wang. 
Several divisions of troops under Generals Chang Tso-hsiang and 
Wan Fu-lin, of Kirin and Heilungkiang, respectively, were sent on 
July 8 and 10 toward the Russian frontier. Since then, travelers who 
have arrived in Harbin report the movement also of Soviet troops 
toward the Manchurian border. 

(2) The Department has presumably received the Russian Tass 
Agency’s English version of what professes to be the Soviet Govern- 
ment’s note handed on July 15 to the Chinese Charg4 at Moscow. 

It is reported that Chiang Kai-shek, in the absence of Dr. Wang 
from Nanking, has called the State Coimcil to meet to consider the 


** Mahlon F. Perkins, Counselor of Legation. 

Presumably note date July 13, printed in Izvestia, July 14 ; see imte, p. 201. 
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Soviet note. Dr. Wang is now on his way back to Nanking via 
Tsingtao from Peking. Despite the serious situation, Marshal Chang 
Hsiieh-liang is understood still to be at Peitaiho, whither he went 
from Peking on receiving news of his son’s death. 

(3) The above has been mailed to the Embassy at Tokyo. 

MaoMtdbbat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/S2 : Telosram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) fo the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 17, 1929 — 12 p. m. 

[Received July 18 — 9 : 30 a. m.] 
583 bis. My 575, July 16, 4 p. m. Following from the American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“July 16, 8 p. m. Chinese authorities continued today wholesale 
discharges railway employees and apparently inteiid to ignore 
ultimatum. Harbin merchants depressed, apprehensive. Families 
summer resorts western line railway being withdrawn to Harbin. 
Telegraphic communication beyond Manchuria Station [and] 
Suifenho reported interrupted.” 

MacMurbat 


8C1.77 Chinese Eaatern/84 ; Telegram 

The Mmister in China {MacMurray') to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 18, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

[Received J uly 18—10 : 45 a. m.] 
584. My 583 [bis], July 17, midiiight. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

‘^July 16, noon. Soviet ultimatum published here by Japanese 
news agency last evening. Yesterday afternoon Chinese authorities 
closed and took over railway’s four libi^aries here. Arriving passen- 
gers i*eport mobilization Soviet troops at Irkutsk and Chita.” 

MaoMurray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/S3 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ghhia {MacMmray^ to the Seci'etary of State 

Peking, July 18, 1929 — 3 p. ni. 
[Received July 18 — 2 : 10 p. m.®’] 
585. Local press publishes the following from Kuo Wen News 
Agency under date of July 16 from Nanking: 


^ Telegram in five sections- 
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‘‘The Ministry of Foreign Affairs wired the text of the Chinese 
reply to the Soviet ultimatum of July 14th \_lStJh\ to the Chinese 
Charge in Moscow tonight. It is expected that the reply will be 
handed to the Moscow Government before the time limit of the 
Russian ultimatum expires tomorrow. 

The note first says that since the conclusion of the Sino-Eussian 
agreement of 1924 the Chinese Government and people have always 
been actuated by the desire to deal with the Soviet Government and 
people in a spirit of mutual sincerity. But during recent years many 
cases have come to light in Chinese territory where the Soviet Govern- 
ment was found behind organized movements to instigate the Chinese 
people against their Government or calculated to undermine the 
Chinese social order and the Government. For the purpose of main- 
taining social stability, the Government was obliged to take action in 
those cases. 

Eeferring to the raid on the Soviet Consulate in Harbin about 
six weeks ago, the note says that it was carried out for the purpose 
of forestalling serious consequences to the peace and order of Harbin 
and that when the Chinese authorities had decided on the raid it 
took every precaution to limit its scope. 

Coming down to more recent events in Harbin the communication 
says that, according to recent reports received by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, the Soviet manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway and im- 
portant Russian officials of the Chinese Eastern Railway have never 
fulfilled the terms of the Sino-Russian agreement of 1924 and the 
provisions regulating government operation of the line and that dur- 
ing recent years the Russian officials have committed so many vio- 
lations of the agreement that the Chinese officials were unable to 
carry out their duty under the pact. What is worse, the Russians 
have time after time used the organs of the railway to carry out 
propaganda forbidden by the agreement of 1924. For these reasons 
the authorities of that Province were obliged to act. This shows that 
the responsibility for the violations [of] the agreement and the 
provisional regulations rests on the shoulders of Moscow. 

After declaring that according to the reports of Chinese Consulate 
in Russia more than one thousand Chinese have been arrested and 
imprisoned by the Soviet authorities, while many are subject to all 
sorts of restrictions, the note goes on to say that the Chinese Govern- 
ment has always been generous in its treatment of Russians and 
Russian commercial organizations in China and that the recent action 
of the Manchurian authorities was done purely for the purpose of 
putting a stop to reactionary propaganda and maintaining the peace 
and order of the Three Eastern Provinces. 

Demands: (1) That all the Chinese arrived in Russia should be 
returned with the exception of those whom the Chinese Legation 
{ETriba^sy?'] or Chinese Consulates want to remain on account of 
pending case against them; (2) that the Soviet Government should 
accord all the necessary guarantees and facilities to Chinese merchants 
and merchandise originating in Russia and should not prosecute them. 
If the Soviet Government can do these things, the Chinese Govern- 
ment will set free all the Russians recently arrested in Plarbin. 
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In short, it Tins always been the hope of the Chinese Government 
and people that the Soviet Government will awaken to its mistake 
and rectify its previous improper actions. They particularly hope in 
the present instance that the Soviet Government will respect the law 
and sovereignty of China and refrain from making any proposals 
contrary to the facts of the case. The Government has ordered 
Mr. Chu Shao-yang, Chinese [Minister to Finland], who is now in 
Shanghai, to stop over in Moscow on his way to his post and talk 
over all the outstanding Sino-Russian questions, particularly the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, with the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs for the purpose of reaching an amicable settlement. It is hoped 
that you {hefl will embody the contents of this in a note to the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry and also ascertain the views of the Russian side.” 

MAoMmiRATr 


123 M 221 / 286 : Telegram 

The Searetary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMwrray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, July 18, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

236. Reference your 588, July 18, 8 p. m.*® In view of the present 
crisis in Chinese-Russian relations, I regret exceedingly having to a^ 
you to continue at your post. Today I had conversations with the 
British, Japanese, and French Ambassailors and particularly with the 
Chinese Minister, C. C. Wu. To them I pointed out the grave re- 
sponsibility imposed by the present situation upon all the powers 
signatory or adherent to the multilateral peace pact. Agreeing with 
me, they are all telegraphing their Governments. I stated addi- 
tionally to Minister Wu that with his Government there rests a still 
graver responsibility. From all available information, especially 
from the press, in Washington, I pointed out that the actions of the 
Chinese Government lent themselves to the implication that the 
Chinese-Russian agreement of 1924 had been violated by Chinese 
actions which might well be interpreted as an attack on Russia. Min- 
ister Wu undertook to obtain a report for me of what actually 
happened. 

It is very necessary under the circumstances, I think you will agree 
with me, for you to remain until this crisis has, at least, developed. 
Tomorrow a telegram with further details of my conversations will 
be communicated to you. 

Stimson 


"Not printed; it reirarted the Minister’s plans to sail for the United States. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/36 : Telegram 

The Minister in, China (MaoMwrray) to the Seareta/ry of State 

Peking, July 19, 1929—1 a, m. 

[Received 9 : 40 a, m.**] 

689. Legation’s 585, July 18, 3 p. m. 

1. Text of Soviet declaration severing relations with China has been 
received in Peking. 

2. Official in charge of the Soviet Embassy has informed one of the 
foreign press correspondents that he interprets this declaration as the 
equivalent of instructions to be prepared to withdraw from Peking and 
is in turn instructing Soviet consular officials in North China to pre- 
pare for departure. 

(There are two or three Attaches of Soviet Embassy here who have 
remained since raid on Russian premises in the Legation Quarter in 
1927 performing passport and other consular functions.) 

Soviet Embasgr estimates that there are about 150,000 Soviet na- 
tionals in China of which number some 125,000 are in Manchuria. 

3. Reports received in Peking indicate that the international train 
proceeding from Siberia due Manchouli on July 16th had not arrived ; 
that large stocks of goods held by Russian nationals in Harbin and 
by Soviet official organizations are being disposed of, largely to Japa- 
nese at very low prices in the fear of confiscation by Chinese; also that 
troop movement [s] by both Soviet and Chinese forces are taMng place. 

4. There is great speculation concerning the precipitation of the 
present crisis by China in the absence of the Chang Hsiieh-liang from 
Mukden and of C. T. Wang from Nanking ; one theory is that Chang 
Tso-hsiang and Wan Fu-lin took advantage of the absence of Marshal 
Chang from Mukden to act without his concurrence with a view to 
el imin ating him from leadership in Manchurian affairs. It is sug- 
gested that if the Nanking Government had initiated or given its con- 
sent to the action taken, it would be difficult to account for the absence 
of both Wang and Marshal Chang from their posts at such a time. 

5. Such foreign press comment in China as has come to the atten- 
tion of the Legation is condemnatory of the Chinese position and ap- 
parently regards the present issue as a test whether China may or 
may not be held to any of her contractual obligations. 

6. Mailing code text to Tolsg^o. 

MaoMuerat 


"Telegram in two sections. 
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861.77 Chinese Easterxi/46 ; Telegram 

Tlie Minister in China {MaeMv>rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, J uly 10, 1920 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 12 : 25 p. m.] 

690. Department’s 231, July 13, 3 [i] p. m., repeated to American 
Consul at Harbin who has replied as follows : 

“July 17, 11 a. m. Local consular body has not held [and does not 1] 
contemplate at present holding meeting regarding present Soviet- 
Chinese railway dispute. Japanese Consul General suggested to me 
yesterday meeting to exchange views perhaps should be neld if inter- 
national through traffic interrupted. Press advices from Harbin 
should be read with caution.” 

MacMubrax 


861.77 Chinese Ea.stern/35 : Telegram 

The Charge in Japan {Neville) to the Secretary of State 

Tokyo, July 19, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received July 19—7 : 48 a. m.] 

75. Embassy’s telegram 73, July 12, 3 p. iu.®° Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs told me today that the Japanese Government had 
no intention of commenting on or interfering in the dispute between 
the Soviets and the Chinese in regard to the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way. He said that the Soviet Ambassador had told him that rela- 
tions were broken off and added that the Japanese did not think 
for the moment that it would lead to war. He said that communica- 
tions were very slow and unsatisfactoi’y between Tokyo and Moscow 
via Harbin and that the Japanese Government for the moment did 
not have accurate information beyond that appearing in the press. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs said he di<l not expect the ques- 
tion to be discussed at the Cabinet meeting today and that no 
Japanese action was contemplated for the present. 

Repeated to Peking. 

Neville 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/41 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {M acMii7^ray) to tfui SawJaiy of State 

Peking, July 19, 1929 — noon. 
[Received 7 ; 30 p. m 

591. My 585, July 18, 3 p. ni. Local press published the follow- 
ing from Tass News Agency, dated Moscow, July 18: 

‘"Not printed. 

Telegram in seven sections. 
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“The People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs of the XJ. S. S. B, 
has handed to the Chinese Charge d’ Affaires at Moscow, Mr. Hsia 
Wei-sung, the following reply to the note of the Nanking Govern- 
ment of July 17 : 

^Confirming the receipt of your note of July I7th, [containing] the 
answer of the Chinese Government at Nanking to the note of the 
U. S. S. E. Government of July 13th, I have the honor to advise 
you on behalf of the Government of the U. S. S. R, of the following : 

The Government of the U. S. S. B. considers the reply of the 
Chinese Government as unsatisfactory in content and hypocritic 
in tone. 

Desirous of reestablishing the legal basis of the relation [s] be- 
tween the U. S. S. B. and China, which have been disturbed by the 
Chinese authorities, the Government of the U. S. S. B. has advanced 
in its note of July 13 three absolutely necessary and perfectly mod- 
erate proposals : 

1. The cancellation of one-sided and entirely unlawful actions 
of the Chinese authorities on the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
which are violating the existing relations between the U. S. S. B. 
and China; 

2. The cessation of repressions against Soviet citizens and 
Soviet institutions ; 

3. The convocation of conference by both sides to regulate all 
questions connected with Chinese Eastern Railway. 

The Chinese Government, in its reply to the proposal of the 
U- S. S. R., has essentially rejected these proposals. 

Instead of the restoration of the Peking and Mukden agreements, 
which has \have\ been abolished by one-sided action of the Chinese 
authorities, and retaining the basis for neighborly relations, the 
note of the Chinese Government sanctions the one-sided abolishing 
of this agreement and thereby destroys the possibility of normal rela- 
tions between two states. 

Instead of reversing the unlawful actions of the Tupan of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, who has violently removed from office 
official persons appointed by the administration and by request 
[nominationf~\ of the U. S. S. R., the note of the Chinese Government 
sanctions these unlawful actions, justifying thereby the seizure of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. 

Instead of the discontinuation of the unlawful repressions against 
Soviet citizens and Soviet institutions, the note of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment sanctions these repressions and hypocritically attempts to 
justify them by the false reference to some mass repressions against 
Chinese citizens in the U. S. S. R., being well aware that repressions 
in the U. S. S. R. are being applied only against an insignificant 
group of spies, opium traders, den keepers, smugglers, and other 
criminal elements among the Chinese citizens. 

Instead of a direct agreement for an immediate convocation of a 
conference by two sides to regulate all controversial questions, the 
note of the Chinese Government evades this question, rejecting there- 
by the proposal of the U. S. S. B. for a conference and destroying the 
possibility of regulating the dispute by agreement of two sides. 

323423—43 — vol. ii 23 
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The reference of the note of the Cliinese Government to propaganda 
as the cause of tlie unlawful actions of the Chinese authoriues is 
false and hypocritic, for the Chinese authorities possess on their 
territory sufficient means to prevent and to stop such activity, had 
it actually taken place, without seizing the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way and severing the treaty relations existing between China and 
XJ- S* S- E- 

The real reason for the violent actions of the Chinese authorities 
on the Chinese Eastern Railway and the sanctioning of the violence 
by the Chinese note of July lYth becomes particularly clear from the 
official declaration of the head of the Chinese State, Ohiang Kai-shek, 
published in the press. In this declaration, Mr. Chiang Kai-shek, 
peaking of the unlawful actions of the Chinese authorities on the 
Oiinese Eastern Railway and justifying these actions, plainly de- 
clared ; “Our steps are designed to take tlie Chinese Eastern Railway. 
Our hands contain nothing unusual — we want first to take hold of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, then to take up the discussion of all the 
questions.” This statement of Mr. Cliiang Kai-shek leaves no doubt 
as to the real meaning of the note of the Chinese Government of 
July 17th. 

In view of the above, the Government of the U. S. S. R. notes that 
the means necessary to regulate amicably the controversies and dis- 
putes on the Chinese Eastern Railway, caused by the Chinese authori- 
ties and a gg ravated by the note of the China \Ohinese\ Government 
of July 17th, have been exhausted. 

On the basis of the above facts, the Government of the U. S. S. R. 
is compelled to take the follow’ing measures, placing the entire re- 
sponsibility for the consequences upon the Chinese Government: 

1. To recall all Soviet diplomatic, consulate \vom<ular\ and 
commei'cial representatives from the territory of China. 

2. To recall all persons appointed by the Government of the 
U. S. S. R. on tlie Chinese Eastern Railway from the territory of 
China. 

3. To suspend all railway communications between China and 
the U. S. S. R. _ 

4. To order \_imnte?'\ the diplomatic and consular representa- 
tives of the Chinese Republic in the U. S. S. R. to leave imme- 
diately the territory of the U. S. S. R. 

At the same time, the Government of the U. S. S. R. declares that 
it reserves all rights arising from the Peking and Mukden agree- 
ments of 1924. Kai'akhan.’ ” 

MacMtjhrat 


706.«162/2: Telegram 

The Minister in Okina (MacMnrray) to the Secy'etary of State 

Peking, July 19, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received J uly 20 — 9 : 30 a. m.] 
594. Legation’s 585 [5&9], July 19, 1 a. m. Secretary of the Ger- 
man Legation states that the Soviet Government has requested the 



CHINIA 


215 


Legation to take over the protection of Soviet interests in the Peking, 
Mukden, and Harbin areas, Germany having already had charge of 
Russian interests in Shanghai, Canton and elsewhere in South China 
for some time. The Secretary has telegraphed to the German Min- 
ister, who is now at Peitaiho, for instructions and he expects to be 
authorized sometime today to accede to the Soviet request. 

MaoMxjkrat 


861.77 Chinese B3astern/68 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, July 19, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

237. My 236, July 18, 5 p. m. Following is the account of my 
conversation with the Chinese Minister on July 18: I told Dr. Wu 
that I had sent for him because I was troubled by the press reports 
regarding the trouble in Manchuria between China and Russia. 
After explaining that my information from diplomatic sources was 
extremely meager I remarked that the news reports indicated the 
possibility of an armed clash. I pointed out that we were on the 
point of celebrating on July 24 the coming into effect of the Kellogg- 
Briand Peace Pact, and alluded to its terms. I said that if we took 
the statements of China and Russia as reported in the press, they 
indicated that the dispute was of an eminently justiciable nature and 
one which was peculiarly fitted for arbitration. According to the 
press reports China claimed that the origin of the trouble was the 
violation by Russia of her treaty obligation not to use propaganda 
and Russia claimed that it was unwarranted seizure of Russia’s rail- 
road property by China. Both these reasons clearly were of a 
nature which should be settled by justiciable means and I said I should 
like to know how his Government felt about it. I referred to a press 
despatch quoting C. T. Wang to the effect that the reason for the 
Chinese action was the propaganda of Russian officials and pointed 
out to Dr. Wu that this was a question of a breach of a treaty which 
was clearly of a justiciable nature. Dr. Wu told me that he could 
well understand our interest in this matter as a sponsor of the Kellogg- 
Briand Pact. He said in substance that the matter arose out of the 
discovery among the papers taken at Harbin about two weeks ago, 
when the Chinese Government seized the Soviet Consulate, showing 
that the Russians were using the railway as a focus for Soviet propa- 
ganda against China. He recalled what had happened at Canton in 
December 1927 when the communists under the leadership of the 
Russians had seized the city and instituted a condition of terror. I 
told him I was familiar with that but there was a great difference 
between a country attempting to protect itself against actions of 
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individuals within its borders by appropriate measui'es and tj>1rin| r 
action which seemed to be aimed at another country, Bussia. 1 told 
Dr. Wu that one of the great difficulties was that China had acted so 
hurriedly; that the seizure of the railway whether rightly or wrongly 
was not interpreted by public opinion as an attempt to protect nhiTifl 
against attacks of individual propagandists but as an attempt to 
seize property belonging to Bussia and in which she had a joint 
right of management under the agreement of 1921. I stated that if 
neutral opinion took this view, probably Bussia took the same view 
and believed that China’s action was an attack on her as a nation. 
Dr. Wu replied that he had not taken the matter seriously until 
Bussia had severed diplomatic relations, withdrawn her people re- 
maining in China and dismissed the Chine.se representative in Bussia. 
He asked me what steps I thought should be taken. I told him I was 
handicapped by a lack of information but I thought that in general 
the first thing to be done was to make clear the pacific character of 
China’s intention. He had previously said that China certainly did 
not intend war although it had taken steps, meaning evidently mili- 
tary movements, to protect itself against the x*eported Bussian move- 
ments. I said that I believed China should make it clear from the 
beginning not only that .she w'as only protecting herself against the 
acts of propagandists but that she had no intention of seizing Bussian 
property. He said that China had offered to negotiate but that this 
was now blocked by the dismissal of the Chinese representatives. I 
replied that that being the case the offer to leave the matter to the 
arbitrament of outside neutral nations would be evidence of the truth 
of their disclaimer of any attempt to attack Bussian property and 
said they must make clear that they had no .such intention. I said, 
however, that I had no intention as yet of offering to mediate in a 
formal or technical way for I did not know enough about the situa- 
tion. I said that as a friend I thought China should make clear its 
pacific intentions and readiness to do justice and that China’s haste 
had been one of the cause.s of the original misunderstanding and 
must now be offset or remedied in some such way. 

The Chinese Minister telephoned me later in the day and gave me 
the substance of the Chinese note to Bussia. I said that this note 
seemed to correspond to the public statement made by C. T. Wang 
through the press, a copy of which I had received from you. I said 
that Ciiina’s offer to give protection to Russians in return for Rus- 
sia’s release of all Chinese would not seem adequately to cover their 
proposed attitude toward the railway ; that the impression had been 
given to the world that they were seizing the railroad and that this 
offer did not cover that point. In reply to his inquiry whether we 
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were in a position to offer our good offices, I said that we could 
never offer good offices except at the request of both parties and that 
I did not believe Russia would make such a request. I said again 
that China should make its position absolutely clear as not intending 
to go to war and as the first step make clear what was really done 
with the railway. Dr. Wu said that he would communicate this 
to his Government. 

In my conversation with the Japanese Ambassador I went over 
such information as we have regarding the Russian-Chinese trouble 
and told him that I sent for him to ascertain how his Government 
felt about the matter for I knew not only was the Japanese Govern- 
ment interested in the Kellogg Pact but Japan was one of the four 
Powers (Japan, France, Great Britain and the United States) par- 
ticularly interested in the situation in the Far East. The Ambas- 
sador said that information received from his Government was that 
probably there would be no fighting; that neither China nor the 
Soviet Government was in a position to make war. I pointed out 
that it was always important to put an end to a situation like this 
before actual fighting took place and he agreed with me. He said 
that his Government was keenly interested both on account of the 
Peace Pact and on account of their natural interests in Manchuria. 

On the same day I made substantially the same introductory re- 
marks to the British Ambassador. He asked me what steps we 
proposed to take. I told him I wished first to find out the facts and 
had sent for the Chinese Minister. I pointed out that my Govern- 
ment was not in diplomatic communication with Russia and I knew 
that the British Government was not but I thought the British Gov- 
ernment would be interested in this situation and probably the Soviet 
Government would be interested in British good opinion. I told the 
British Ambassador that in view of the terms of the Kellogg Pact 
it seemed to me that no nation which was a party to it could resent 
being reminded of the importance of seeking a solution by arbitration. 
The Ambassador agreed and said he would cable his Government. 

After similar introductory remarks to the French Ambassador 
he agreed with me that the questions apparently involved in the 
Russian-Chinese trouble were of a character to be solved by arbitra- 
tion and that we must use every means to bring that about. He ob- 
served that while it is true that neither China nor Russia can afford 
to make war this fact might not prevent war and we could not 
afford to risk proceeding on the assumption that war would not 
occur. 

My conversation with the Italian Ambassador was along the same 
lines as with the others. 


Stimson 
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861.77 Chinese Kastern/927 

Memorcmdmn, hy the Assistant to the Secretary of State {Beck) 

fWAsiiiNOTON,] July 19, 1929. 

Mb. Sbcretakt: The French Ambassador, through his secretary, 
Mr. Henry, telephoned the following : 

The Ambassador has received a cable from M. Brinnd this morning 
telling him to express his thanks to the Secretary of State for the steps 
he has taken in the Russian-Chinese conflict and that M. Briand is 
entirely of the view of Mr. Stimson ; that he has told the Russian Am- 
bassador and the CJhinese Minister in Paris to come and talk with him 
this morning: that he will keep the Ambassador informed of the in- 
formation ii he has any and that he (M. Briand) is going to talk to 
them along the same lines as Secretary Stimson talked to the Chinese 
Minister on Thursday.*® 

The French Ambassador will therefoi-e not come to the Department, 
as this will save the Secretary’s time. 

_ W. H. B[eck] 


Henry L. Stimson Private l*ax)ers 

Memorandum hy the Anaiatant Seeretary of State {Johnson) 

[WASHiNaTON,] July 19, 1929. 

Mr. Vitetti of the Italian Embassy called and I'eferred to the con- 
versation between the Italian Ambassador and the Secretary yesterday 
and stated that they wondered what my opinion ^vas with regard to 
China and whether China intended to make war against Russia. 

I told Mr. Vitetti that my own opinion, for what worth it might be, 
was that China would not precipitate a war, but I thought that China 
would carry the matter to the point wdicx'e she would be in a good posi- 
tion for negotiation and then negotiate; that I had no feeling that 
China would go beyond that. 

Mr. Vitetti stated that reports which they had received from their 
Ambassador at Moscow up to this point did not cover the present in- 
cident. He was persuaded that Russia was in no condition to carry 
on any war either from the point of view of organization or the ma- 
teidals used in war. He stated that while it w'as true that there was a 
wheat reserve in Siberia at the present time, their reports indicated 
that this reserve was not sufficient to take care of the shortage of food 
generally in Russia. He felt certain in these circumstances the Rus- 
sians could not mobilize and supply sufficient forces to go very far 
beyond perhaps some border raids. He stated tliat he felt all of factors 
ill the situation were against war. 


July 18, 1929. 
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Mr. Vitetti asked whether it was our intention to mediate in the 
matter. I told him that mediation could only be possible in case both 
sides to the quarrel were to ask for mediation; that in any case there 
was the Kellogg Pact against war to which both China and Russia 
had adhered, thereby placiug upon both parties to this discussion a 
heavy obligation to consider their steps very carefully before precipi- 
tating war over a matter that, after all, was arbitrable. 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/64 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 19, 1929 — 11 p. m. 

[Received July 19 — 1: 45 p. m.] 

599. Legation’s 589, July 19, 1 p. m. [o. m.] Following from Amer- 
ican Consul at Mukden : 

“July 19, 4 p. m. Japanese Consul General reports Russian Con- 
sulate officials leaving Mukden for Dairen today. Local authorities 
adopting fairly firm attitude. 

Following from our Military Attache: Russian Consulate informs 
Consul, me as follows: Moscow has ordered railway communication 
with China discontinued, departure from Mukden of all consular 
and other officials and Soviet citizens. As yet no unusual military 
activity in Mukden area. Kirin troops reported moving to Chinese 
Eastern Railway area.” 

MacMubrat 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/59 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray^ to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 20, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 8 p. m.] 

601. My 584, July 18, 2 p, m. Following from American Consul 
Harbin : 

‘^July 17, 3 p. m. Maritime Customs White Russian staff has left 
Suifenho where Soviet airplanes seen flying. Maritime Customs 
Russian staff has evacuated Lahasusu where ^ four Soviet gunboats 
have guns trained on the customhouse and vicinity and flying Soviet 
airplanes much in evidence. Reliably informed Soviet Consul Gen- 
eral has been instructed leave Harbin immediately. Dalbank trans- 
ferring funds to New York. Arrangements are being made for the 
German Consul General to take charge Soviet interests here.” 

MaoMxjkrat 
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861.77 Chinese Easterii/5$ : Tele£;ram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurmy) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 20, 1929—7 p. m. 

[Received 8 p. m.] 

604. Legation’s 602, July 20, 2 p. m.** 

1. From a report made by the Naval Attachfi concerning a trip 
made by him to Manchuria last month, it ^fould appear that the 
question of some action being taken by the Manchurian authorities 
•with regard to the Chinese Easteni Railway had been under con- 
sideration for some time, certain advisers advocating confiscation of 
the railway and another set of advisers suggesting assumption of 
control with all of the liabilities and assets. Among the arguments 
advanced for the assumption of control by China are the obligations 
which China is said to have under article V of the nine-power treaty 
relating to principles and policies concerning China®* and under 
resolution 12 of the Washington Conference regarding the Chinese 
Eastern Railway** and the obligation “in the nature of a trust” 
which China may be deemed to have in view of the terms of resolu- 
tion 13 of the Washington Conference regarding the Chinese Eastern 
Railway.*® Although the foregoing provisions were drawn up with 
a view to holding China responsible for “discrimination”, the vie'w 
is now maintained by the advisers of the Mukden Government that 
China cannot carry out her engagement.s in those particulars without 
assumption of full control of the railway. 

2. It is further argued that since the Peking agreement of May 31, 
1924, provides (article 2) that “the railway is a purely commercial 
enterprise” and (article 6) that “the Government.^ of the two con- 
tracting parties further pledge themselves not to engage in propa- 
ganda against the political and social systems of either contracting 
party’ , the Chinese are justified in taking over the railway inasmuch 
as the provisions of these articles have been repeatedly broken by 
the Soviet Government, the railway, its funds and employees being 
used for political purposes in undennining the Government of China. 

Code text by mail to Tokyo. 

MacMttbrat 

“ Not printed. 

** Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, pp. 276, 280. 

»• r-htjf -r, oarr ' * ’ 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/53 : Telegram 

The Minister in GMna {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 21, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received July 21 — 1 : 16 p. m,®^] 

607. Legation’s 593, July 19, 2 : p. in.®« Following from American 
Consul, Nanking: 

“July 19, 3 p. m. Am unofBcially informed by reliable source in 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the Chinese Government have de- 
cided, sulDject to conference with Wang tomorrow, to publish docu- 
ments seized in Soviet Consulate at Harbin in substantiation of 
statements made in Chinese note, dated July 16, to the Russian 
Government with respect to Soviet propaganda in China. Wang 
expected to arrive Nanking this afternoon. 

Information has reached me indirectly from Kuomintang head- 
quarters that decision to seize Chinese Eastern Railway was made in 
Peking at conference attended by Chiang Kai-shih, Chang Hsueh- 
liang and C. T. Wang and that telegrams were immediately thereafter 
despatched to General Chang Ching-hui and Lu Yung-huan order- 
ing execution of such decision. Same source states that in reaching 
decision those responsible envisaged possible failure of efforts to 
settle resulting controversy by negotiations. 

The apparently firm attitude of the Chinese Government in Chinese 
Eastern Railway controversy seems to gratify local Chinese. Leaders 
of Nanking Chamber of Commerce state that they will wholeheartedly 
support Government in maintaining China’s ‘rights’ against Soviet 
Russia. My impression is, however, that these Chinese do not fully 
realize gravity of the situation.” 

MacMtjrray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/60 : Telegram 

The Consul at Harbin (Hanson) to the Secretary of State 

Harbin, July 21, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received July 22- — 12: 32 a. m.] 
Report received to the effect that two Chinese merchant ships Han 
[and] Haicheng seized by Soviet Russians on Amur River who have 
assured Roy Talbot, American Commissioner of Customs, Taheiho, 
that they will treat kindly his wife and child who are on Han. No 
new developments except all Soviet Russian employees of the railway 
have been requested to resign their positions by order of the Soviet 
Government. Legation informed. 

Hanson 


Telegram in two sections. 

*^Not printed. 

Publication in the Shanghai press began on July 22, 1929, under date of 
July 19 and later from Nanking. 

For pamphlet collection, see Documents With Reference to the Sino-Russian 
Dispute, 1929, published by the Far Eastern Information Bureau, Nanking, 
1929 (861. 77 Chinese Eastern/356). 
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Henry L. Stimson Private Paiiers 

Memoramdvm hy the Secretary of Staie 

[WAsiiiNaTON,] July 22, 1929. 

The French Ambassador called to see me Saturday ^ afternoon at 
three-thirty at my apartment, bringing some translations of cables 
wlxich he had received, stating that the news was not so good today 
and showed me the cables. They were not from official sources but in- 
dicated that some Russian reservists had been called to the colors and 
also that Russia was making military preparations near the boundary 
of Manchuria. We talked over the situation and he told me of Minister 
Wu’s having come to see him, evidently to try to pump him as to the 
real attitude of France and to get a sidelight on what I had told 
him. Claudel . . . told me that Wu evinced great anxiety when he 
first came and when Claudel told him that Russia had announced that 
she would not violate the Kellogg-Briand Treaty his face lightened 
and he seemed greatly relieved. Claudel thought it was a mistake 
that he should have been thus relieved and rather sorry that he had 
spoken so encouragingly. He told me that he had not received word 
that Briand had actually seen the Russian Ambassador. He ex- 
pressed the hope that I would see Wu again and would counteract the 
undue encouragement that may have been caused from his interview 
with Claudel. 


Henry L. Stimson Private Papers 

Memoramdvm hy the Secretary of State 

[Wabuington,] July 22, 1929* 
I sent for the Chinese Minister and he came at seven o’clock Saturday 
evening. I asked him whether he had received any word from his 
Government in reply to what I had told him on Friday^ and he said 
no, not yet. I told him that I had seen the Fi’ench Ambassador and 
that the word from Kussia was not so very encouraging. I told him 
in substance of what the news had been. He appeai'ed very anxious 
to get details. He told me that he had gotten t!ie impression from 
Claudel that Briand had communicated with Karakhan. I told him 
I thought that must be an eri'or because Claudel had told me that 
Briand had not yet succe^eded in seeing the Russian Ambassador. 1 
then talked to liim very seriously but in a friendly w^ay as to the 
position in which China was putting herself. He must have noticed 
that the reaction of the press was friendly to Russia and her announce- 
ment and unfriendly to China; that in my opinion this came from 

‘July 20, 1929. 

‘Presumably Thursday, July 18, 1929. 
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this approval Idisapprovalf] of the situation that China had seized 
the Chinese Eastern Railway. I read to him a cable which had come 
from MacMurray, dated the 19th, ^ giving a statement from the Kau 
[Z'w] Wen News Agency of Nanking. He admitted that this was 
a semi-oflGicial agency. I told him that the interview, which was truc- 
ulent in character, was sure to do harm in alienating world sentiment 
from China. I told him that instead of issuing truculent statements 
I hoped that the Chinese Government would come out with a state- 
ment showing it was willing to lay its case before the public opinion 
of the world and submit to impartial arbitration or mediation. We 
discussed at some length who could act in such capacity and mediate. 
We talked over the possibility of the League of Nations doing it and 
I asked him whether it was not possible for the League to mediate 
between a member and a non-member, and he said he believed it was. 
He told me that China was a member and Russia a non-member. I 
told him that this Government, as a sincere friend of China, was 
anxious not to see her alienating public opinion on this question and 
thought that he could see for himself that public opinion had now 
been alienated both by the appearance which had been given that she 
had deliberately sought to seize this railroad and by the truculent 
statements which were being given out by her public officials which 
indicated both a non-peaceful attitude and that the seizure had been 
deliberate, was justifiable and was a step toward other seizures. 


861.77 (.’hinese Eastern/84 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMwrray) ^ 

Washington, July 22, 1929 — *1 p. m. 

241. My No. 240, July 22, 2 p. m.® 

1. On July 20 the French Ambassador informed the Department 
orally that on the same day the Chinese Minister had called upon 
him and asked whether he represented Soviet Russia in Washington. 
The French Ambassador replied that he did not represent Soviet 
Russia but that of course Mr. Briand and he, having contacts with 
the Soviet Government, were ready to communicate any information 
which the American Government might desire to send to the Soviet 
Government. The Chinese Minister asked what statements the Soviet 
Government had made. The Ambassador replied that he did not 

* Presumably telegram No. 593, July 19 ; not printed ( 861.77 Cbinese Eastern/48) . 

See last paragraph for instructions to repeat to Tokyo. The same, mutatis 
mutandis, on the same date to Paris as No. 237, for repetition to Rome as No. 51 
and to London as No. 184. 

•Not printed; it instructed the Minister to repeat telegram No. 237, July 
19, to the Embassy in Japan. 



224 


FOEEIGOSf KELATIONS, 1929, VOIiUME II 


know; but that Mr. Briand had called in the Russian Ambassador 
in Paris. The French Ambassador referred to the published state- 
ment attributed to the Russian Government and said he personally 
thought the Russians had made a favorable impression upon world 
opinion. The Ambassador observed that he knew that the Chinese 
had stated that the Russians had engaged in propaganda in China 
but that this was hardly a reason for seizing the property of the 
Soviet Government. The Chinese Minister replied that China had 
not seized the railway, all she had done was to replace Russian with 
Chinese employees. The Chinese Minister asked the Ambassador 
what would be the next step and whether the Russians would be will- 
ing to arbitrate. The Ambassador replied that if there were no war 
there must be some sort of arbiti'ation. The Minister referred 
to the readiness of the Chinese Government to send a representative 
to discuss matters with the Soviet Goverimient and stated that this 
was impossible because the Soviet Government had severed relations 
with China and had broken off railway communications. The Ambas- 
sador stated to the Chinese Minister that the latter well knew it was 
always possible under such circumstances to use a middleman and 
he said he was certain that Mr. Briand or Mr. Stimson "would con- 
sent to facilitate the transmission of any moderating message or sug- 
gestions which the Chinese Government might care to send. The 
Ambassador said that he told the Chinese Minister that he felt the 
Soviet Government had made a soft reply to the Chinese and that 
he felt that the Chinese should endeavor to reply in kind. He felt 
sure Mr. Briand would be happy to transmit anything the Chinese 
might care to send. The Ambassador informed the Department 
that the Chinese Minister seemed pleased -with the interview. The 
last words of the Ambassador to the Minister were that from the 
international point of view China was in a bad position since it 
would appear that China had seized property belonging to Soviet 
Russia. 

2. In my interview with the Fi'ench Ambassador on July 18 I 
asked that after liis Government, as I hoped, had made representa- 
tions to the Soviet Government he would report them to me. I have 
not been informed precisely "what representations were made but on 
July 20 the Ambassador handed to the Depai'tment a translation 
of a telegram received from his Government the same day.® The 
telegram stated, in effect, that while the French Minister for Foreign 
Affairs was without detailed information concerning the claims made 
by China to justify the seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway he 
thought that the real desire of the Chinese was to seize the receipts 
and administration of the railway and that the communist propa- 


® Not found in Department files. 
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ganda issue was a pretext. Apparently the Nationalists are of the 
opinion that this incident will allow China to break her other inter- 
national obligations. Through the Washington Conference Resolu- 
tions 12 and 13 the question of the administration of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway acquired an international character. In May 1924, 
when China by a bilateral act with Russia modified the status of 
the railway, representations were made to the Chinese Government 
by the interested governments ^ calling attention to the necessity that 
no change should be made unless full protection were accorded to 
the rights of all creditors and all other interested parties. Today 
China is assuming to change the status of the railway not only through 
a bilateral act but by pure seizure. It would seem, under the cir- 
cumstances, that recourse might be had again to the steps taken in 
1924. The telegram to the French Ambassador ended with the 
observation that the motives which justified the action taken in 1924 
supported the argument advanced by the Secretary of State that 
both parties to the present dispute be reminded of their obligations 
under the General Pact for the Renunciation of War to adopt con- 
ciliatory means for the solution of a question in which international 
interests are involved. 

3. The French Ambassador said that he had received informa- 
tion from his Government to the effect that on July 18 Mr. Karak- 
han informed the French Ambassador in Moscow that the Soviet 
authorities had been obliged to take military measures along the 
Manchurian frontier because of the presence there of armed Russian 
emigres but Mr. Karakhan stated positively that his Government was 
counting upon the economic and political effects of the rupture and 
it did not intend to resort to force. The order of the Soviet Govern- 
ment to stop traffic at the Manchurian frontier was given during 
the night of July 17. The opinion of the French Ambassador at 
Moscow was that the possibility of armed conflict in Manchuria 
might not be excluded if the Soviet Government were assured of 
military superiority in that region. 

4. The French Ambassador stated that in an interview between 
the French Ambassador at Tokyo and the Japanese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs the latter said he did not feel there was any danger 
of war between China and Russia. When asked whether J apan would 
continue the policy of the Tanaka Government if trouble broke out 
in Manchuria, the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs is said to 
have answered that the Japanese Government would look upon such 
trouble as a purely Chinese-Russian matter and would remain neu- 
tral. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that, provided, of course, 
the Chinese authorities guaranteed protection for Japanese rights, 

^ See Foreign Relations, 1924, vol. i, pp. 487 £C. 
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the Japanese Government -would have no objection to the transfer 
of the Chinese Eastern Bailway from Bussian to Chinese control. 
The French Ambassador at Tokyo is reported to have stated that he 
did not find members of the Japanese Foreign Office and of the Privy 
Council perturbed over the situation. They recognized that in Man- 
churia and in China generally Bussian influence had degenerated 
considerably during the past few years. The Japanese Government 
was said to have received information from the Japanese Ambassa- 
dor at Moscow that the Soviet Govenunent had informed him on 
July 12 that the Soviet Government had no intention of taking force- 
ful measures in Manchuria. The French Ambassador at Tokyo 
received the' impression that the Japanese Government would follow 
a “watchful waiting” policy in regard to the present dispute. 

6. On July 21 the British Ambassador wrote me * referi'ing to our 
conversation on July 18 and stating that he had received a telegram 
from the British Minister for Foreign Affairs asking the Ambassador 
to inform me that the British Government warmly sympathized with 
the motives which have inspired the American Government in the 
action which it is taking with the object of averting untoward devel- 
opments in the Far East and that the British Govoiuiment associates 
itself entirely with the repi*esentations which Mr. Briand has made 
to both parties to the present dispute. He added that the Brutish 
Government is informing the Fi-ench Government to this effect. 

Bepeat to Tokyo No. 69. 

Stimson 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/70 : Telegram 

The Minister m China {MacMurraf^) to the Secret ary of State 

[Paraphram*] 

Peking, July 22, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received 8 : 12 p. m.] 

611, (1) May I comment as follows regard tlie present crisis 

between China and Russia: It seems to me, in the first place, that 
neither side wishes or counts on hostilities. Following the act of ag- 
gression by the Chinese against Russian rights in tlie Chinese Eastern 
Railway — ^this step having for a considerable time been under discus- 
sion at Mukden and with a view to which troops apparently have been 
distributed at least three weeks ago to frontier posts — the Chinese 
have now assumed, in rather spectacular fashion, an air of unconcern 
regarding the accomplished fact. The Chinese feel the greater assur- 
ance in carrying out their bluflF, whicli is of tlie passive type, because 
of the complaisance shown by the world at large in tolerating previous 

" Coniiminicaticm not found in Department files. 
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violations of Chinese obligations and because of Russia’s difficulty in 
retaliating with any forceful means without the general antiwar senti- 
ment of the world being antagonized and also without arousing the 
specific Japanese apprehensions regarding Russian influence being ex- 
tended in Manchuria. On the other hand, the Russians have found 
themselves obliged to adopt a positive type of bluff by arraying their 
military forces on the Chinese border as a threat. Both sides, I believe, 
are hoping that, following preliminary moves which are calculated to 
determine the price at which a bargain finally will be struck, the result 
will be the sort of compromise at which both Chinese and Russians 
are adept and which, at any rate, will lead to a temporary solution, 
deciding nothing in principle but saving the face of both sides. 

(2) The obvious danger is, however, that in the last resort Russia 
could not afford being ousted entirely from the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, the primary and single dependable link connecting with Vladi- 
vostok and the Pacific maritime region. (I am confidentially informed 
by one of my colleagues that, according to secret service information, 
the Soviet Government has resolved as a last resort upon the necessity 
of war, the Soviet War Minister having reported the Soviet Army to 
be ready for such contingency.) On the other hand, the Chinese, al- 
though apparently entirely unprepared for conflict, entertain in gen- 
eral a belief so overweening of their great military power, enjoying 
prestige as such, and are carried away so by their diplomatic triumphs 
from whittling away the existing treaty system that in the valor of 
their ignorance, it is to be feared, they may overplay their hand to 
create a situation which will prevent either side from withdrawing 
without hostilities. 

(3) Whatever may be the Soviet’s responsibility in originally hav- 
ing inculcated into the political thought of China the doctrine of re- 
pudiating obligations, and whatever may have been the Russian fault 
or provocation respecting subversive propaganda here, the fact re- 
mains that the Chinese did force the present issue by what unques- 
tionably is intended as an act of confiscation of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. General Chiang Kai-shek and other Nationalist Govern- 
ment officials, furthermore, have linked this Russian phase of ‘^rights 
recovery” with the general problem of getting rid altogether of the 
unequal treaties. 

(4) It seems, to those of us in touch with conditions in China and 
especially with political tendencies today of Chinese thought, that 
in order to prevent the Chinese from rushing to destruction they must 
be impressed with the seriousness of disregarding the rights of others 
as shown by them, not only in respect of Russia but of other countries 
also. My present impression is that the Chinese are beginning to feel 
taken aback somewhat by the lack of sympathy, if not indeed by the 
reproach, with which neutral countries have greeted their present 
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action. It appears to me, therefore, that the surest means of avertuig 
a possible actual clash is to follow up your conversation on July 18 
with the Chinese Minister to the point of making plain that in this 
matter Chinese intractability would alienate the sympathy they have 
enjoyed thus far and involves essentially the same question, namely, 
responsibility for the observance of international undei*takings. May 
I urge the collateral helpfulness at this time of making it clear in ad- 
vance that we are unwilling for them to deprive us of our treaty rights 
respecting extraterritoriality.** It would be most opportune, therefore, 
for us now to submit our reply on tlie lines hitherto recommended by 
me to the Chinese note on this subject. Extraterritoriality and the 
Chinese Eastern Railway being inter-related, the delay by the United 
States and other governments in replying as to the former tends to 
encourage the Chinese authorities in a dangerously truculent attitude 
toward Russia in the latter, while any tactical success the Chinese might 
have in dealing with Russia would encourage their forcing upon us the 
extraterritoriality issue. 

MacMuerat 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/76 

TTie Chinese Minister {O. C. Wu) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation } 

Manipesto op Chinese Government 

During 1919 and 1920 the new Russian Government repeatedly pub- 
lished to the Chinese people and Government declarations of friend- 
ship which the latter, in accordance with their long cherished principle 
of universal brotherhood and peace, readily accepted with an open 
heart. 

Hence the Sino-Russian Agreement of 1924 was signed definitely 
establishing the relations of the two countries. Since then, the Chinese 
Government and people have never failed to deal with the Russian 
Government and people in a spirit of frankness and mutual assistance. 

However in the course of 1927 there was repeatedly discovered both 
in the north and south of China the fact that the Soviet Goveimment 
was utilizing its Embassy, consulates, and state commercial agencies 
to carry on communist propaganda and to harbor communists with 
the object of overthrowing the Chinese Government and disrupt- 
ing Chinese national unity. 

“ See pp. 643 ff. 

*®This iiiiclateil document was received in the Department July 23, 1920. In 
telegram No. 606, July 21, 3 p. m., the Minister in China conveyed the information 
that the manifesto had been Issued hy the Nanking Government the evening of 
July 19, 1929 (861.77 Chinese Eastern/56), 
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For this reason the Chinese Government was constrained to with- 
draw recognition from the diplomatic and consular representatives of 
Soviet Russia in China and to suspend the Soviet state commercial 
agencies in order to prevent sudden uprisings and disturbances. The 
Chinese Government however still entertained the hope that the 
Soviet Government would realize its mistakes and that normal rela- 
tions between the two countries might be gradually restored. This 
was the reason that during the past few years the Chinese Govern- 
ment has tolerated and permitted those Soviet diplomatic, consular, 
and trading representatives and other state commercial agencies that 
have remained in northern China, to carry on their functions. 

On May 27, 1929, the Soviet commimist leaders in northern Man- 
churia held a communist propaganda meeting of the Third Interna- 
tional at the Soviet Consulate in Harbin. They were surprised and 
caught by the Chinese authorities of the Special Area of the Eastern 
Provinces. During the search at the consulate, documents were found 
disclosing Soviet plots for the destruction of the political unity of 
China, for the organization of a corps of assassins to be active in 
Nanking, Mukden and other important centres, and for the organiza- 
tion of a secret army to destroy the Chinese Eastern Railway. Other 
evidence was also discovered proving conclusively an attempt to carry 
on communist propaganda and to aggravate the internal strife in 
China. Most of the culprits arrested were important officials of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway and the managers and members of commit- 
tees of the Railway Labor Union, the Soviet Central Trading Asso- 
ciation, the Soviet Shipping Bureau, the Soviet Far Eastern Petroleum 
Syndicate and the Far Eastern State Trading Bureau. To remove 
the source of trouble and to maintain peace and order, the local author- 
ities asked the Government that appropriate measures be adopted in 
regard to the Railway and to close the above-mentioned Soviet organi- 
zations. Such remedial methods of dealing with the situation were 
entirely within the realm of necessity, as the Chinese Government and 
people with their tradition of peace, would never overreach themselves 
even though under compelling circumstances. 

Unfortunately, the Government of Soviet Russia failed to realize 
its mistakes and suddenly on July 13 presented a note to China em- 
bodying conditions contrary to the facts of the case, and demanding 
a reply within a specified time. 

The Chinese Government in accordance with its traditional and 
consistent policy of forbearance, sent an appropriate reply based on 
the facts of the case hoping that the Soviet Government would come 
to a self-realization and that the pending questions between China 
and Russia might find a reasonable and legitimate solution through 
negotiation. 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. ii 24 
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A second note from the Soviet Government again ignores the facts 
of the case and raises further complications. It announces (1) the 
recall of the Soviet diplomat ic, consular and commercial representa- 
tives in China, (2) the recall of all Soviet officials of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, (3) the suspension of railway communication be- 
tween China and Russia, and (4) the demand that all Chinese diplo- 
matic and consular representatives in Russia at once leave Russian 
territory. The entire text of the communication contains nothing but 
empty phrases designed to mislead the world. No reference whatever 
was made to China’s proposal in the reply dated July 17 suggesting 
the dispatch of a representative for negotiation. This is sufficient 
proof of the customary evasion of Soviet Russia in its international 
dealings as well as of its aggressive a.spirations towards China and its 
determination to violate the Agreement. 

In sum, the precipitation of the present incident of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway represents the culmination of the violation by the 
Soviet Government of the Agreement of 1924, the instructions to the 
Soviet consular authorities in Harbin and the utilization of the organi- 
zation and staff of the Chinese Eastern Railway for the purpose of 
communist propaganda, and the attempts to overthrow the Chinese 
Government and to disturb the peace in Manchuria without stopping 
at the falsification of the seals of diplomatic and consular authorities 
of various other countries. It is not merely a question of the rights 
over the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

Furthermore the Agreement of 1924 was concluded in the spirit that 
the Chinese Eastern Railway should be a purely commei'cial organi- 
zation. It is clearly provided therein that the contracting parties 
pledge themselves not to engage in propaganda directed against the 
political and social systems of either contract ing party. Soviet Rus- 
sia, however, has not only utilized the Railway, its staff and its rev- 
enues for communist propaganda and to assist various counter-revolu- 
tionary elements in China, but is engaged in plotting for the over- 
throw of the Chinese Government. This at once constitutes a total 
violation of the spirit of the Agreement and an illegal action in breach 
of international good faith. Having discovered that the Soviet Gov- 
ermnent’s illegal utilization of the Railway and its consulates for the 
purpose of carrying out assassinations, instigating internal strife in 
China and organizing secret corps for destructive purposes, the Chi- 
nese Government, in its action in regard to the Railway has but acted 
in self-defense. It was a justifiable measure for prevention of crime. 

Various documentary evidence discovered at the Soviet consulate 
in Harbin is tlierefore published for the information of the friendly 
Powers of the world in order to reveal the true facts upon which 
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correct judgment may be based and to emphasize the seriousness of 
the Soviet responsibility in cutting off international communication, 
in disregarding the principles of justice and the agreement, and in 
attempting to create internal disturbance in China. 

China however will devote itself to the maintenance of peace, as it is 
the cherished wish of the Government and people that world peace 
be preserved. She will, to the utmost of her ability and consonant 
with the right of self-protection, abide by the spirit of the Treaty for 
the Henunciation of War. The right of self-defense is an tmdeniable 
right, and should the Soviet Government flagrantly violate it, the 
responsibility for the breach of peace must rest entirely upon the 
Soviet Union and not upon China. 

The Chinese Government and people earnestly hope that the Gov- 
ernments and peoples of the various Powers will take note of the 
Chinese Government’s exposure of the Soviet plots for internal up- 
risings and communist propaganda in China as well as the documen- 
tary evidence of schemes to destroy China’s unity, to resort to assas- 
sination, and to organize secret corps to damage the Chinese Eastern 
Pailway. 

The Chinese Government also declares that the railway communi- 
cation between Russia and China is not a matter in which only China 
and Russia have interest ; and that in cutting off the Chinese Eastern 
Railway, the Soviet Government must assume the full responsibility 
for the disruption of international commimications. 


861.77 Cliiaese Eastern/191 

Statement hy the Soviet Gomrmssofnat for Foreign Affairs 

[Translation] 

In connection with the position, brought about as a result of the 
rupture of Chinese-Soviet relations, the French Government has 
addressed to the government of the U. S. S. R. an offer to take upon 
itself the mediation for the peaceful settlement of the Chinese-Soviet 
confliict. 

This proposal was made in Paris on July 19 by Mr. Briand to the 
Political Representative of the U. S. S. R. in France, Comrade Dov- 
galevsky, direct, and in Moscow, by instruction of Mr. Briand, was 
communicated by the French Ambassador, Mr. Herbette, to the Vice 
People’s Commissar of Foreign Affairs, Comrade L. M, Karakhan, on 
Sunday, July 21. 

Yesterday, July 22, the Vice People’s Commissar of Foreign Affairs, 
Comrade Karakhan, in the name of the government of the U. S- S. R. 

“ Translation fi*om text printed in the Moscow Isivestia, No. 166, July 23, 1929 ; 
copy transmitted to the department by the Chargd in Latvia in his despatch No. 
6315, July 30 ; received August 9, 1929. 
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gave the answer to this proposal of France, declaring to tlie French 
Ambassador in Moscow, Mr. Herbette, that “the proposal of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of France cannot but be duly appreciated. 
The government of the U. S. S. R. must, however, observe that this 
proposal becomes without point in view of the refusal of the Chinese 
authorities to restore the legal basis, by them violated, which is the 
necessary prerequisite for an agreement, pursuant to the note of the 
Soviet government of July 13. As regards the question of possible 
further complications, the government of the U. S. S. R. must declare 
that no one takes so much pains for the preservation of tlie peace as the 
Union government, so far as this depends upon it. There is no ground 
for doubting that the U. S. S. R. has been and remains the mainstay of 
the peace of the world.” (Tass.) 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/64 ; Telegram 

The Consul at Geneva (Rand') to the Secretary of State 

Geneva, July 2S, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received July 2^3 — 9 : 40 a. m.] 
From conversations with responsible menibers of Secretariat, I 
believe the League will take no official action in regard to Sino-Rus- 
sian crisis unless forced to by imminence of war. Feeling is that 
Russian hostility to the League would render ineffective the inter- 
ventions \int&i*vention off'\ the latter and perliaps make matters 
worse. Such an outcome would injure prestige of League. They 
place their hope at present in the efforts of individual members of 
the Council to settle conflict. Situation now regarded encouraging. 
Developments will be [apparent omission]. Drummond and 
other important membei's of Secretariat absent now, rendering it 
more difScult to obtain conclusive information. 

Rand 


8G1.77 Chinese Eastern/73 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 23, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received July 23 — 3 : 28 f). m.] 

612. F ollowing from Military Attach4 now at Mukden : 

‘‘July 21j 3 p. m. Sensational reports of militai'y clashes at ter- 
minals Chinese Eastern Railway categorically denied by Chinese 
officials. They admit minor incident afternoon July 20th at Pograni- 
chnaya in which Russian troops temporai'ily ci'ossed frontier, Iliocal 


“Sir Eric Drummond, Secretary General of the liCague of Nations. 
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authorities calm, manifesting no warlike intentions on their part and 
discounting reports of Russian bellicose intentions. Still no eTi- 
dence unusual military preparations locally. Young Marshal^* ar- 
rived today. I shall remain in Mukden for the present.” 

MaoMxjkray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/75 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (^MaeMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 24, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received July ^ — ^1 : 49 a. m.] 

618. Following from American Consul at Nanking: 

“July 23, 9 p. m. Wang informed me today that he is endeavor- 
ing througn Chinese and Russian diplomatic representatives in Ber- 
lin to reaSi some basis for solution of Chinese Eastern Railway situ- 
ation. He said that due to tense feeling and demonstrations in Rus- 
sia he has ordered all Chinese diplomatic and consular representa- 
tives to leave Russia.” 

MacMijbray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/97 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {McLcMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 24, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 1 : 45 p. m.] 

620. Following from American Consul at Nanking: 

“July 23, 3 p. m. Ministry of Foreign Affairs today informed me 
that China’s reply to Soviet Government’s second note is now being 
prepared, that the date of its despatch is uncertain as yet, and that its 
tone will be peaceful’. I am reliably informed that a council of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in discussing the note yesterday charac- 
terized it as ‘conciliatory’. 

So far as I can judge, the officials of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs now appear to be less anxious over the Chinese Eastern Railway 
situation than they were before Wang’s arrival in Nanking.” 

MacMtjkkay 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/100 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMrurray^ to the Secretary of State 

PEmNG, July 24, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 
[Received July 24 — 1 : 45 p. m.] 
621. My 601, July 20, 1 p. m. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin: 


Chang Hsueh-liang- 
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“July 22 3 p. m. Forty Soviet consular and trade representatives 
left the city for Siberia J^uly 20th, sixty on the 21st, sixty expect to 
leave today, and Consul and members of the board of directors of 
the railway expect to leave tomorrow. Chinese merchants closed 
shops Manchuria Station against the wishes authorities. Conditions 
TTflilflT- and surrounding country of Barga quiet, no clashes along the 
border reported, no immediate danger of Chinese or Russian out- 
breaks at Harbin which is being patrolled by additional police.” 

MacMtibrat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/110 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, July 24, 1929 — 2 p. m, 

245. Department’s 241, July 7 p. m. The substance of my con- 
versations with foreign diplomatic representatives here follows: 

(1) On July 22 the Chinese Minister, Dr. C. C. Wu, called on me 
and I asked him if he had had any reply from the Chinese Govern- 
ment regarding what I had said to him. He said two cables had 
been received, by which he had been informed that his Government 
had no intention, in removing the Chinese Eastern Railway’s Soviet 
officials, to “seize^’ the railroad and that China had taken no hostile 
action against Russia. Should Russia take hostile act ion, upon Russia 
would rest responsibility for the consequences. I pointed out that 
an unfavorable public opinion had been produced in this country by 
China’s actions; and that the Chinese Government should be willing 
to offer leaving the propriety of the action it had taken to impartial 
mediation. The Chinese Minister rej^Iied that there was lacking an 
international organization, such as the Pan American Union, to act 
in this case. Any neutral country, I observed, could serve to bring 
together China and Russia. 

(2) On July 22 the French Ambassador, M. Claudel, likewise 
called and said that M. Briand, the Freiich Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, had reminded the Chinese Minister at Paris on July 20, in 
the course of a conversation, of China’s obligations resulting from 
signing the Pact of Geneva and the Paris Pact. M. Briand had in- 
vited the Chinese Government’s attention to the necessity of observing 
a most cautious attitude during the present conflict, which, he hoped, 
would not lead to an armed one, and suggested it would be well for 
China publicly to proclaim its intention of having recourse to a 
pacific, arbitral settlement. The ChinCvSe Minister in France promised 
he would telegraph in this sense to his Government. M. Briand also 
saw the Soviet Ambassador at Paris, and the latter assured him that 
the Soviet Government did not wish war but was obliged to adopt 
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measures for its protection following China’s intolerable activities 
which constituted a violation of engagements made by China. M. 
Briand observed that the application of the General Pact for the 
Renunciation of War had been impatiently desired by the Soviet 
Government, which would find itself to be in a most difficult position 
should it have recourse to a policy of force. He asked the Soviet 
Ambassador whether his Government was giving consideration to a 
settlement through legal means and was told in reply that the Soviet 
Government has proposed settling the various Sino-Eussian diffi- 
culties at a conference and that, if China were willing, the dispute 
would be on the way to a settlement. The French Government’s 
special interest in a peaceful solution of the dispute was emphasized 
by M. Briand, who added he was ready to use every means possible 
to this end. I was told also by M. Claudel that the French Am- 
bassador in Moscow in a telegram had reported that Soviet press 
articles indicated the preparation of public opinion for an eventual 
conflict. The danger which might result from the Soviet Govern- 
ment suddenly demonstrating strength in Manchuria, which, if suc- 
cessful, would powerfully influence communist propaganda elsewhere, 
was pointed out by the French Ambassador in Moscow. 

(3) On July 22 the Japanese Ambassador, Mr. Debuchi, called and 
said that the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, Baron Shidehara, 
on July 19 had sent for the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo, conveying 
to him a similar message to the one sent by me. The Ambassador 
emphatically stated that Russia did not wish war, but was preparing 
merely for self-defense. Russia desired to see a restoration of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway to the staMs qyuo mite. Baron Shidehara 
called attention to Russia’s promises in the Pact for the Renunciation 
of War, and the Soviet Ambassador said he understood the pact’s 
spirit but added that self-defense, necessarily, was excepted from the 
pact’s obligations. It was suggested to the Russian Ambassador 
that the dispute with China be settled by friendly means, and he was 
informed of Japan’s sincere wish for the two countries to meet in 
the spirit of friendly accommodation. Baron Shidehara on July 19 
was informed, during a conversation with the Chinese Minister in 
Tokyo, of his Government’s discovery of evidence that Russia was 
directing propaganda against the Government of China and was not 
carrying out the 1924 agreement. The Chinese Minister stated that 
China does not wish to make war and is preparing merely for self- 
defense. He was informed by Baron Shidehara of Japan’s deep con- 
cern, and the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs urged 
consideration by both China and Russia of friendly measures. I was 
informed by Mr. Debuchi that both the Chinese Minister and the 
Russian Ambassador in Tokyo had made tentative inquiries of Baron 
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Shidehara as to whether Japan would act as a ^bridge’’ between 
Bussia and China. 

(4) On July 23 I sent for the Secretary of the German Embassy, 
as the German Ambassador was away, and informed him that on 
July 18 I had taken advantage of its being the diplomatic reception 
day to speak about the crisis between China and Russia to the rep- 
resentatives of Great Britain, France, Japan, and Italy who had 
called on me. I said that I pointed out to them the tragedy it would 
be for two powers signatory to the Pact for tlie Renunciation of 
War to go to war when the pact was going into final effect; that, 
finding my views heartily supported, I had talked with Br. C. C. Wu 
and had asked M. Qaudel to suggest that M. Briand speak to the 
Russian Ambassador in France; that now I had received assurances 
from China and Russia that neither would fight except in self- 
defense, nor would they attack each other. I informed the German 
Secretary that nevertheless the situation remained dangerous so long 
as it was possible for irresponsible people to provoke a clash and that 
I was anxious for all possible moral support, including especially 
that of Germany, to be brought to bear. I said I hoped the German 
Government would be informed by him of what I had said and be 
told that I should be very glad to have Germany’s moral support 
and approval of what had been done and would welcome receiving 
any views the German Government might care to express or any meas- 
ure Germany might care to take in the pi'esent situation to x^romote 
peace. I explained to him that the only American interest was to 
prevent war, and I said I had suggested to tlie Chineses (and I quoted 
the words used in the Pact of Paris) that many ways are provided 
for solution by pacific means of the difliculty. I said I had, for ex- 
ample, suggested the procedure wdiich Paraguay and Bolivia followed 
in a somewhat similar situation or, again, that jurisdiction of dispute 
could be taken by the League of Nations between a member and a non- 
member thereof, the chief thing being that any fighting be stopxK^d. I 
asked the German Secretary to convey my message to the German 
Government and to inform me of their sentiments respecting it. 

(5) Repeat the above as No. 70 to the Embassy in Japan. 

Stimson 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/101 : Telegram 

The Mimdster in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 24, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received July 24 — 1 : 45 p. m.] 
622. My 612, July 24 4 p. m. Following from Military 

A.ttach4 now at Mukden ; 


See vol. I, pp. SIS ff. 
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‘^July 23, 9 a. m. Absence of military preparations together with 
official assertions of determined passive attitude here convince me local 
government has no intention of accepting possible ^Russian challenge. 
Responsible Japanese believe that Russia contemplates nothing more 
than demonstration on frontier. Officials declare that all negotiations 
now in hands of Nanking. Tendency to admit that final steps in 
Harbin were precipitate and to place responsibility for unauthorized 
action on President Lu Jung-huan.” 

MaoMtjerat 


Henry L. Stiinson Private Papers 

Memova'ndum, by the Secretary of State 

[Washington] July 24, 1929. 

The Italian Ambassador came in to read me a telegram which he 
had received from Premier Mussolini in which Mussolini expressed 
the satisfaction and approval of the Italian Government in the steps 
which we had taken in regard to China and Russia and was in full 
accord with what we were doing. 

The Ambassador also promised to let us know of anything new 
which he might hear from Moscow. 

I took occasion to explain to him the mistake which had been made 
in the press about the four-power treaty and that there was no mis- 
understanding with Japan but that the Japanese Government had 
received notice at the same time as all the others and had acted at once 
on the following day in communicating with the representatives of 
Russia and China in Tokyo. 


Henry Li. Stimson Private Papers 

Memorandum by the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] July 24, 1929. 

After the ceremonies at the depositing of the ratification of J apan 
to the Kellogg Pact, the Japanese Ambassador said that he wanted to 
see me for a few minutes and asked me whether I had received a per- 
sonal message from Baron Shidehara which had been sent directly 
to me instead of through the Embassy. I said that I had and showed 
to him the telegram of congratulations in regard to the Pact which I 
had received. 

I then showed him a memorandum that I had received from Mr. 
McDermott through the Associated Press Bureau at Tokyo saying : 

Treaty between the United States of America, the British Empire, France, 
and Japan, signed at Washington, December 13, 1921 ; Foreign Relational 1922, vol. 

“ Michael J. McDermott, Chief of the Division of Current Information, Depart- 
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“Here the Foreign Office categorically denied Japan had Imen asked 
to associate herself with the American demarche, and it again empha- 
sized that Japan knew nothinij officially regarding the formal diplo- 
matic action on the part of the Washington Govexninent. 

“At the same time it was admitted the United btates had requested 
Japan, through Ambassador Debuchi, at Washington, to contribute an 
expression of opinion as to the best solution of the Ohinese Soviet 
trouble. It was said that the Japanese Government might comply 
with this request after the return of the Premier from Kyoto.” 

I said I hoped that did not mean there was any misunderstanding be- 
tween his Government and mine. He at once protested that of course 
there was nothing of that sort and he said that he had at once tele- 
graphed to his Government what I had said to him on Thursday, July 
18 th, and he said something about the 'Prune Minister leaving town that 
day so that he did not receive the message as promptly as he otherwise 
would, but he said that the whole difficulty arose from the newspaper 
reporters in Japan who had misrepresented what had been said and 
also possibly he said from the “slowness of my Government’^, i. e., the 
slowness of his Government in making public its action. He said 
“you know my Govei*nment is very slow”. He added that there was no 
misunderstanding whatever between them, as his I’cport to me on 
Monday conclusively showed. He said whatever laid been intimated 
as to any disagreement between the two Governments was solely a 
matter of newspaper report and had no foundation in fact iu any atti- 
tude of his Government. I repeated to him that of course he knew 
that I had spoken to him as soon as I had spoken to any of the other 
representatives of the nations that same day, and he at once acquiesced 
and said he knew it — “the very same time”, to use his expression ; and 
I said I should be very sorry if any unintentional action on my part 
had given offense to his Government and he said ^hiot the slightest.” 

Throughout the interview he was most friendly and assured me 
that he had understood me perfectly from the lieginning and that his 
Government understood the whole situation. 

In the course of the conversation I referred to the report I had re- 
ceived that “Wang” had seen Shidehara and asked \vho that Wang was 
and he said that he is the Chinese* Minister at Tokyo. He said that 
Wang had said to Shidehara that China was on the point of sending 
two envoys to Russia- I asked wliether tliey had been sent. He said 
that was left a little doubtful from the Cliiiiese message but he under- 
stood they were contemplating sending two and that they had not been 
sent. I discussed a little with him the question of whether any fur- 
ther steps were in contemplation or ccnild be taken by anybody and 
he said that he thought the Chinese and Russians were by nature in- 
clined to settle this by themselves. He referred again to the policy 


See par. (3) of telegram No. 245, July 24, 1020, to the Minister in China, p. 234. 
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of watchful waiting. I spoke of the possible danger of a clash of 
subordinates on the border and told him that I would feel easier when 
the parties were sitting down at a table in consultation, mentioning the 
Paraguayan-Bolivian matter. He agreed. I said I saw difficulties 
about any nation going in on account of the mutual jealousies. He 
said he saw that and he agreed with that, but I said that was the 
advantage of having a commission, like the Bolivian-Paraguayan Com- 
mission, which acted as individuals and he said he understood this 
perfectly. 


800.51 W89 Prance/608 : Telegram 

The Charge in, Frarwe (^Armour) to the Seeretary of State 

[Extract] 

Paris, July 24, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received July 24 — 4:05 p. m.^] 

351. . . . This morning I received a call from Briand asking me 
to come and see him . . . 

• • • • • • • 

I asked him whether he had any recent information regarding the 
Sino-Russian dispute and he said that both the Chinese and Soviet 
representatives had been to see him ; in fact, the Soviet Ambassador 
had just left and that the Chinese Mmister had expressed his coun- 
try’s wil li ng n ess to arbitrate and to abide by its obligations tmder 
the peace pact, but that the Soviet Ambassador, who, however, did 
not seem very well informed with regard to his Govermnent’s views, 
had expressed the opinion that the Soviet Government could not 
consider arbitration until the Chinese had restored matters to the 
litatus quo ante. M. Briand had replied that this would virtually 
mean having the Chinese give in to the Soviet demands before ar- 
bitration was initiated, which will seem to leave nothing to arbitrate. 
He added that he had impressed upon the Soviet Ambassador the 
ever-present danger of an explosion unless something were done im- 
mediately to relinquish the present tension. 

M. Briand said that he was keeping you informed of all nego- 
tiations here (presumably through the French Ambassador at Wash- 
ington) . 

Armour 


“Telegram in two sections. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/102 : Telegram 

The Minister m Latvia {Coleman) to the Secretary of State “ 

[Paraphrase] 

Riga, July 25, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received July 2& — ^9 : 05 a. m.] 

53. On July 17, at a session of the Russian Communist Party’s 
central committee, Rudzutzak said that the Chinese, with British and 
Japanese support, had been preparing for war; that the Political 
Bureau had given the Soviet Government instructions to send China 
an ultimatum; and that, if a satisfactory reply was not received, an 
attempt should be made to recover the Chinese Eastern Railway by 
force and to have a final settlement with Chinese reaction. The War 
Commissar stated that Soviet tactics 'would be defensive and the 
Chinese proletariat would rise up against Chinese reaction. Kalinin 
suggested the possibility of a peaceful issue through external pressure 
on China. 

Smirnov expressed a hope for peace, because the grain-stocking 
campaign would be upset and the internal situation complicated by 
war. Smidovitch and Brukhanov also spoke similarly, and these 
three speeches did not get a good reception. Mikoyan thought the 
Soviet Government would be able to arrange for grain supplies to 
the army and to industrial centers despite the war. 

Piatnitski declared the Chinese military clique to be digging its 
own grave, South China to bo preparing a revolutionary rising, and. 
an eastern war to be an excellent instrument for revolution, particu- 
larly because the U. S. S. R. was not the attacker. 

Resolutions were passed by the committee to require the Soviet 
Government’s taking the most needful measures to combat Chinese 
rapacity, summoning oi'ganizations of the party to arrange huge 
protest demonstrations, and mobilizing all organs in Siberia. 

Stalin is reported to be extremely annoyed by the speeches made 
by Smirnov, Smidovitch and Brukhanov, and the latter may be dis- 
missed from the Political Bureau. 

C()LEMAN 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/127 

Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washingtox,] July 25, 1929. 
The Japanese Ambassador came in to see me this morning. During 
his conversation the Secretary of the Embassy came in with some 

"This telegram was a repetition of No. 53, July 23, 1929, noon, which was 
received July 24, 7 :27 a. m., hadly garbled. 
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telegrams just arrived. The Ambassador read to me the substance of 
these telegrams, which was to the effect that the Russian Ambassador 
called upon Baron Shidehara on the 24th and stated that Soviet Rus- 
sia had declined Briand’s proposal for mediation, stating that Soviet 
Russia could not accept mediation unless the status guo ante of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway was restored. He said that the French pro- 
posal had said nothing about restoration of status quo ante. Baron 
Shidehara asked the Russian Ambassador what he meant by the term 
“status quo ante”, whereupon the Ambassador explained that it meant 

(1) cancellation of dismissal of Emshanoff and Russian employes; 

(2) release of Russian employes arrested or detained; (3) restoration 
of property belonging to Chinese Eastern Railway arbitrarily taken 
by the Chinese. 

The Russian Ambassador emphasized to Baron Shidehara the fact 
that there would be no fighting unless Russia was challenged by the 
Chinese. 

N[elson] T. J[ohnson] 


Henry L. Stimson Private Papers 

MeTthoramjd/wmj T>y the Secretary of State 


[Washingtoit,] July 25, 1929. 
The French Ambassador handed me the folio-wing aide memoire of 
information received today : 


“The French Ambassador in Moscow is of the opinion that the 
answer of the Soviet Government to the French requests may be ex- 
plained by increasing difficulties of internal policy. 

“The leaders of the So-^det Government having hopes in the develop- 
ment of the revolutionary movement, are preparing a big manifesta- 
tion for August 1st under the pretext of defending working classes 
against a war by imperialistic powers. Consequently, these leaders 
could hardly admit that the Powers are guided by peaceful mtentions. 

“The Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs made a new declaration 
on July 23d, stating that the Chinese Government had not seized the 
railway, had no intention to do so, and that the rights of the Russians 

were still intact. , . , , , i ^ js xt 

“The French Minister in China thinks that the Government of Nan- 
Y^ould probably accept the return to the Statu prioi to a 
general discussion of the question.” 


He pointed out that the present attitude of China in probably 
accepting the return of the statu quo mentioned in the foregoing 
dispatch from their minister in China was undoubtedly due to the 
effect of my talk with Minister Wu. He added, “It is impossible for 
you to appreciate the extent of the influence which your country 
wields in these matters.” 
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He then spoke to me about the importance of taking up imme- 
diately the notes on extra -territoriality saying that his government 
was anxious to have that taken up at once. I told him that I was 
planning to do so at once and read him the paragraph marked “four” 
of MacMurray’s dispatch 611 of July 22d. He said that MacMurray’s 
position was exactly the position of their minister and that he hoped 
that we would follow it. 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/160 

The Secretary of State to the French Ambassador {GlaudelY^ 

Aide Memoire 

A week ago when the issues which had arisen in Manchuria between 
China and Russia were causing anxiety throughout the world, I took 
the liberty of pointing out, through you to your governments, the 
immeasurable harm which would be done to the cause of world peace 
should a clash between those great nations occur at the very moment 
when the nations of the world were assembling to celebrate a solemn 
covenant between themselves never to resort to war but to settle all 
disputes by pacific means. I suggested that, inasmuch as both Russia 
and China had signed this covenant, it could not be inappropriate to 
bring to their attention the seriousness of this situation and to urge 
upon them that they find some way of settling tlieir dis|>ut€s by i)acific 
means. 

The response of your governments has been most cordial and 
unanimous. Friendly representations have been made to both China 
and Russia and each of these nations has averred that it did not 
intend to resort to war. 

Unfortunately, the situation between them still remains difficult 
and gives rise to much apprehension in respect to an uitimut© peaceful 
solution of their controversy. Diplomatic relations having been 
severed, the normal bridge by which they might approach each other 
for that purpose no longer exists. Popular fc'elings of intensity upon 
each side have been excited and an iJl-consitlered act of even a sub- 
ordinate commander upon either sitle of the boundary might easily 
jDrecipitate a situation fraught with serious consequences to tlie entire 
world. 

Under these circumstances, if a road with honor out of their difficul- 
ties can be suggested to these sister nations, who have joined with us 
in this solemn compact of Peace and who have just signified their 

For negotiations, see pp- 543 ff. 

11: 30 a. m., July 25, 19251, the Secretary of State read this aide-mennoire 
to the British, French, Italian, nnd Japanese Ambassadors and the Gornum 
Chargd, and handed them each a copy. 
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desire to maintain it, even in the perplexities which confront them at 
the present time, it seems that it should be done. 

I do not suggest mediation by any nation or group of nations. 
Such a course would have its difficulties and might excite unfounded 
suspicion. I suggest a way by which Russia and China themselves 
in the exercise of their own sovereign action may create the machin- 
ery for conciliation and thus bring about an ultimate settlement of 
their present dispute, based upon the only foundation upon which 
such a lasting settlement can be constructed, namely, a full and 
impartial investigation of the facts. It is not a new suggestion. 
Even today two of our sister nations of South America are in that 
way working out their own solution of a serious controversy into 
which they drifted nearly two years ago. In their case this method 
of solution was suggested to them by a conference of American 
nations meeting under the auspices of the Pan American Union. 

I have, therefore, taken the liberty of putting into writing a sug- 
gestion of such a step for Russia and China. I should be glad if 
you would refer it to your governments. If, after carefully consid- 
ering it and suggesting any criticisms, they will join my Government 
in suggesting it to China and Russia a possible way in which they 
may start on the road to a settlement by themselves of their own 
difficulties, I should be most happy. 

The press despatches this morning have reported a meeting between 
consular representatives of China and Russia which it is hoped may 
possibly lead to a resumption of diplomatic relations between them. 
I hope sincerely that these reports may prove to be correct. But until 
such a solution is more definitely hopeful, I venture to present these 
suggestions for your consideration, since I am sure that the nations 
which you represent, all earnestly desirous of peace, will wish to be 
prepared to take any helpful initiative should this prove necessary 
in the maintenance of peace between China and Russia. 

Washington, July 25, 1929. 

[Enclosure] 

Suggestions for a Commission of Conciliation 

Pending the investigation mentioned below both countries agree to 
commit no act of hostility against tlie other country or its nationals 
and to prevent their armed forces from crossing the boundaries of 
their respective countries. 

Pending such investigation the regular operation of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway will be restored and carried on, the interests of 


“ Bolivia and Paraguay ; see vol. i, pp. 818 ff. 
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both. Russia and China in said Railway being guarded by the appoint- 
ment as President and General Manager with full powers, of a promi- 
nent national of some neutral country approved by both China and 
Russia, and by the recognition and continuance in their respective 
positions as directors under the agreement of May 31, 1924 of the five 
Russian and the five Chinese appointees. 

Pending such investigation the obligations upon both China and 
Russia of the treaty of 1924, including particularly the obligation of 
the mutual covenants contained in said treaty — ^“not to permit within 
their respective territories the existence and/or activities of any or- 
ganizations or groups whose aim is to struggle by acts of violence 
against the governments of either contracting party” and “not to 
engage in propaganda directed against the political and social systems 
of either contracting party” will continue in full force and effect. 

The grievances and claims of both countries shall be investigated 
by an impartial commission of conciliation the membership of which 
shall be agreed upon by Russia and China and which shall have full 
power to investigate all the facts concei'iiing such grievances and 
claims and to render to both countries and make public its conclu- 
sions both as to the facts and as to any suggested remedies for the 
future. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/112 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Scei'e.tary of State 

Peking, Jidy 25, 1929^6 p. m. 

[ Received July 25 — 1 :40 p. m.] 
630. 1. Sun Fo, Minister of Railways, now in Peking, this morn- 

ing confirmed to me the reports that discu.ssions with a view to 
arranging for direct negotiations are already in progress between the 
diplomatic representatives of China and of Russia at Berlin ; that the 
Chinese Charg4 d’Affaii’os in Moscow [i.s?J .still i"emuining at his post; 
and that the Chinese Minister Designate fo Finland and Russia, 
Chu Shao-yang, is about to proceed in onler to take up such nego- 
tiations. He said that on the 20th or 21st the Foreign Office had 
received from General Chiang T.so-pin, Minister at Berlin, a telegram 
reporting that he had been informed by “a memiKT of the Soviet 
Embassy that Russia was opposed to having any third party con- 
cerned in the dispute and would welcome the opportunity for direct 
discussions. He asked what conclusion I drew from Russia’s unwill- 
ingness to consider the gootl offices of any third power. I said I could 
not attempt to explain it but queried whether China had not indicated 
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the same preference for direct discussions, which he acknowledged 
to be the fact. 

2. He said that the action against railway had been prompted by 
the fact that the Russian authorities had placed in highly paid posi- 
tions in the railway administration propagandists who actually re- 
ceived considerably less than their nominal salaries, the balance 
being alloted to propaganda funds and that these propagandists had 
actually been forming secret subversive organizations among the 
Chinese. On my inqi^ry whether this situation might not have 
been met by action against responsible individuals rather than by 
the wholesale ousting of the Russians, he said that such had been 
intention and understanding of Nanking but that Manchurian 
authorities had in their zeal taken unexpectedly drastic action. He 
said that of course there was no intention to deprive Soviet Russia 
of its legal rights. I then inquired whether' I was right in under- 
standing, from what he said and from the recent announcement of 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the Chinese Government is 
prepared to recognize without prejudice joint interest of Russia 
in the Chinese Eastern Railway as a commercial enterprise in accord- 
ance with the treaties of 1924 and would therefore be prepared to 
restore Russia to the status quo ante with respect to the railway if 
assured of Russia’s observance on its part of the provisions of those 
treaties against propaganda. He said that that was the case, subject, 
however, to the condition that some more effectual safeguard against 
the recurrence of Soviet propaganda would have to be arranged. 

3. He asked my views upon the question. Basing myself upon 
your conversation with the Chinese Minister, as set forth in your 
number 237, July 19, 5 p. m., I said that it was most unfortunate 
that the action taken professedly for the purpose of suppressing 
Soviet propaganda had been so precipitate and so drastic as to 
create upon American public opinion unfortunate impression that 
China was confiscating Russian joint interest in the railway property 
and that China owed it to her own good name to say and to do 
whatever might be necessary to dispel what he gave me to understand 
was a false impression of the intentions of the Chinese authorities. 

4. He did not confirm current reports that he is himself planning 
to proceed shortly to Harbin to discuss railway question with a 
representative of the Soviet but he indicated that his immediate 
plans were quite indefinite. 

MaoMukrat 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/113 : Telegram 

The Mimster in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 

[Paraphrase] 

Peking, July 26, 1929 — 9 p. m. 

[Received July 25 — 12 : 40 p. m.] 
633. (1) As supplementary to the convei'sation I had with Sun 

Fo, reported in my 630, July 26, 6 p. m., I offer the comment which 
follows. 

(2) It appears to be amply evident, from all the Chinese official 
and press references at the time to the matter, that in ousting the 
Russian stafE it was the intention of the Chinese authorities to obtain 
possession and control of property and revenues of the Chinese East- 
ern Railway. The subsequent statements made by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and by the Minister of Railways that dismissing 
Soviet nationals was a means merely to suppress hostile propaganda, 
with no intention of prejudicing Russian legal rights in said railway, 
appear clearly to be a result of the realization that maintaining public- 
ly the position taken is not possible without discrediting the Chinese 
Government in the world’s general opinion. Nevertheless, it remains 
to be seen if the Cliinese Government, in direct negotiations with 
Russia, will yield any substantial part of its actual possession and 
control at present. 

MaoMuebat 


861,77 Chinese Kastern/120 : Tolograin 

The Charge in Japan to the Secretannj of State 

Tokyo, July 26, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received July 26—8:46 a. m.] 
79. Minister for Foreign Affairs told me last night that tlie Soviet 
Ambassador had informed him that Russia would treat with the 
Chinese only on the basis of a restoration of the statm qtw ante so 
far as the Chinese Eastern Railway is concerned; that the French 
had been so informed. The Minister then said that both the Russians 
and Chinese had told him that there was no intention of resorting 
to arms. He said that he did not regard the situation as serious but 
that it is annoying; that neither .side appears to be willing to talk and 
that matters are deadlocked. 

I asked him if he was in close touch with the Fretich ; he replied 
that Briand and he were acting quite independently but to the same 
end. He said he could not understand the Russian refusal to dis- 
cuss things with the French because the Soviet and Chinese Govern- 
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ments have broken oflE relations and have no means of communication 
with each other. He did not say that he had made any offer to 
mediate or to be a channel of communication but he said that both 
sides talked to him a great deal. 

From the Minister’s manner and conversation I had no reason to 
infer that he felt that Japan had been slighted in any way, as reported 
in the press. 

Copy to Peking. 

Nevim^ 


S61.77 Chinese Eastern/140 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaeMurrayY^ 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, July 26, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

248. On July 25 I called in the Japanese, French, British, and 
Italian Ambassadors and the German Charge d’Affaires and handed 
them the following aide-nvemoire^ with accompanying suggestions 
concerning a commission of conciliation, which have been communi- 
cated by them to their Governments. Since premature publicity would 
imperil the proposal’s being carried out successfully, it was agreed 
to keep the matter strictly secret for the present. 

[Here follows in full the aide-memoire and enclosure, printed on 
page 242.] 

Repeat as No. 71 to the Embassy in Japan. 

Stimson 


Henry n. Stimson Private Papers 

MemorandAMn hy the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] July 26, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister called me up on the telephone to say that he 
had been notified that the Soviet Ambassador at Berlin had sounded 
out the Chinese Legation there as to whether they would meet in 
negotiation and the Chinese Government has instructed its Legation 
to say that it is quite willing. No answer to this last has yet been 
received from the Soviet. 

I told Dr. Wu that I was very glad to hear this and that I was also 
very glad to see in the papers this morning Dr. C. T. Wang’s statement 

^ See last paragrapli for instructions to repeat to the Embassy in Japan. 
The same telegram, except for the last sentence, sent to the Ambassador in 
France (No. 240), with instructions to repeat to the Ambassadors in Germany 
(No. 53). Great Britain (No. 191), and Italy (No. 54). 
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in respect to the attitude of China towards the Chinese Eastern Bail- 
way and other investments in China. I said that I thought this noti- 
fication that China intended to respect these investments of private 
property would have a very good effect in this country and thanlied 
him for calling me up. 


Henry L. Stimson Private Papers 

Memorandum T>y the Secretary of State of a Oo7wersation With the 
German Charge {Leitner) 

[Wasiiikoton,] July 26, 1929. 

Dr. Leitner came in to tell me that he had received an answer to my 
first message to the German Government, conveyed through Mr. Loh- 
maim.“ In general he said that the Goveimment was thoroughly 
pleased and satisfied with everything that had been done. 

He then said, however, that there Iiad evidently been some difficulty 
in imderstanding some conflicting reports that had come in and asked 
my permission to ask me two or thi’co questions. I agreed. He 
asked me: 

(1) Whether I had asked France to act as iny agent in conveying 
the message to Kussia or wliether slie would do it herstdf. I told bim 
that I did not ask Franco to act as my agent but to act cooperativ^y 
with us and that I had called the matter to Mr. Claiulel’s attention. 

(2) Whether it was true that the United States had only spoken 
directly to China. I said yes. 

(3) 'He said that Kussia had conveyed to them the impre-ssion that 
France had not conveyed any message to Russia and he asked if I knew 
how it had been conveyed, — whether in Paris or Russia. I said I had 
to speak from recollection becau.se I <lid not have wdth me the Aide 
Merrooire but my recollection was that M. Briand had convoyed it to 
the Russian Ambassador in Paris and had called in the Ru.s.sian Am- 
bassador. 

I then told him that I had heard through our Ambassador in Berlin 
reports of attempts on the part of the Sovit:t Embassy to indicate to 
American newspaper men that there was ti-ouble between France and 
America. I wished most empliatically to deny that and to say that M. 
Briand and I were acting in perfect cooperation. 

I told him also that I had received official word from Dr. Wu today 
that the Russians had approached the Chinese Mini.ster in Berlin to 
know whether they would deal directly and that the Chinese Govern- 
ment had answered them in the affirmative but had had no reply to that. 

“Johann G. Ijohmann, Secretary of the Oeriunn Kuibiisay. 
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861.77 Chinese Easterii/131 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 26, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Keceiyed 9 : 40 p. m.] 

636. Following from Naval Attach^ now at Harbin : 

“July 25, 4 p.m. Called on Chang Ching-hui. States that Chinese 
will not fight; even if Russians advance, Chinese will withdraw. 
Claims railway not seized. Expect Russia to appoint general manager 
acceptable to China. Same statement made by Young Marshal. Be- 
lieve Chinese at Nanking, Mukden, Harbin, now keeping each other 
informed and telling same story. Chang Ching-hui also reports par- 
tisan trouble and Red mutiny of troops few stations from Pogran- 
ichnaya five days ago, not confirmed. 

Japanese military intelligence states Chinese troops Chinese Eastern 
Railway as follows: Mandbiuria Station, Kirin. Best estimates all 
sources of information agree as to Russian army Irkutsk [and] east 
50,000, composed four infantry divisions, two brigades of cavalry, mis- 
cellaneous unit, including active aviation [at] Spassk. Division of 
infantry rumored leaving Vladivostok toward Pogranichnaya, with a 
brigade of mounted troops plus battery on the Suifenho border. Chi- 
nese Army poorly equipped with ammunition averaging fifty rounds 
per man. Russian modem organization, equipment not modem but 
much better than Chinese; largest field gun three inch, some heavy 
artillery [at] Vladivostok. From a Japanese source, 7 o’clock this 
morning five airships appeared over Manchuli, fired upon by Chinese.” 

MacMttiirat 


861.77 Chinese I5astern/136 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Anibassador in Ger'tnany {Schvrinan) 

Washington, July 26, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

54. Your 134, July 24, 6 p. m."« 

1. I am somewhat surprised at the belief of the correspondents that 
what has been done by me in consonance with the spirit of the General 
Pact for the Renunciation of War is not fully known. In my daily 
conferences with the Press I have indicated the course of events. There 
follows a brief resume of what has transpired, which you may use as 
you think best. 

2. On July 18, a diplomatic teception day, in conversation with the 
Chinese Minister, I invited his attention to the fact that China was 
signatory to the General Pact for the Renunciation of War and I said 
that, while I was without authentic information regarding what under- 
lay the dispute between Russia and China, it would appear from Press 
statements that the claims on both sides were distinctly of a nature that 
would permit settlement by peaceful means, one or two of which I sug- 


Not printed. 
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gested as examples. I made remarks of the same tenor to the diplo- 
matic representatives of France, Great Britain, J apan and Italy, In 
talking with the Chinese Minister, I urged, as a friend of China, that 
the Chinese Government should clearly state its pacific intentions and 
he said that he would communicate my remarks to his Go\Trnment. 
To the French Ambassador I expressed the hope that his Government 
would make representations to Russia. The German Ambassador was 
not in Washington at that time but on July 23 I sent for the Secretary 
of the German Embassy and told him of the conversations I had had. 
I suggested that there were several pacific methods of settling the dis- 
pute between Russia and China and I said I would welcome any meas- 
ure his Government might care to take to promote peace. I was in- 
formed by the Chinese Minister that China disclaimed any intention of 
taking hostile action except in case of self-defense. I was informed by 
the French Ambassador that the Frepch Government had approached 
the Russian Government and had received assurances of its pacific 
intentions. In this matter I have enjoyed the hearty cooperation of 
France and the other Governments whose diplomatic rexiresentatives 
I consulted. Entire harmony has characterized the eflforts of the dif- 
ferent nations to encourage a pacific settlement by Russia and China 
of their present dispute. It is especially gratifying to the other 
friendly Powers participating in the General Pact for the Renuncia- 
tion of War that Russia and China have thus decided upon a course 
of action consistent with the principles underlying the Pact. 

Stimson 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/125 ; Telecram 

The MvmMer in Chm/t {MacMtij'ray) to thr Secretary of State 

Peking, July 26, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

I Received 9:40 p. m.] 

637. Legation’s 620, July 24, 1 xi* ni. Following from Reuter, 
Shanghai, July 25: 

“C. T. Wang today stated that China was willing and prepared 
to launch immediately negotiations vrith the Soviet Government to 
bring about a settlement of the Chinese Eastern Railway i^ue, 
following receipt of word from Moscow. 

China was quite willing to accede to the Soviet’s reported wish to 
settle issues by direct negotiations instead of through mediation by a 
third party. 

The Foreign Minister indicated that he thought it likely that 
negotiations would take place in Moscow rather than Harbin. 

He was optimistic that these negotiations would solve the dispute 
and said in conclusion, we are now waiting for Moscow’s indication 
of their attitude towards the suggested procedure and also an indica- 
tion of a possible date for opening negotiations.” 


MaoM-drrat 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/826 

The MUitofpy Attaohe in, China {Magrvder) to the LegationiA% Ghma 

[Extract] 

Report No. 7565 [Peking,] July 26, 1929. 

5. Conclusions. From my investigations, I cannot avoid the con- 
clusion, despite present oflSlcial announcements, that the Chinese ob- 
jective in their abrupt actions of July 10 and 11, was the complete 
recovery of the Chinese Eastern Railway and that only an unfavor- 
able expression of world opinion and a menacing Soviet attitude 
forced an official renunciation of this objective and its replacement 
by demands for strict adherence to the Agreements of 1924. Official 
statements from Nanking have defended the final action taken at 
Harbin but, in order to retain a loop-hole, officials personally are 
encouraging the dissemination of the idea that the action was hasty, 
unforeseen and unauthorized. They suggest the mild propitiation 
of a scapegoat in the person of the President of the Board of Direc- 
tors upon whom they show willingness to heap the load of respon- 
sibility for the affair. 

While conceding that the officials concerned with handling the 
Chinese side of the Chinese Eastern are incompetent to deal with the 
important questions involved and to appreciate their international 
significance, it is inconceivable that the drastic steps at Harbin were 
taken by any Chinese official upon his own initiative. For some time 
Manchurian officials generally have favored seizure of the railway, 
the difference in opinion being only as to the method of procedure. 
Foreign advisers, it has been seen, advocated seizure. Russia’s vari- 
ous attempts this year to negotiate over the outstanding difficulties 
were met with rebuff. Nanking was made current with Chinese 
Eastern matters at least as early as June through the medium of 
Kao Chi-yi, and this important official was still in Nanking at the 
time of the coup. A significant meeting was held in Peking on the 
afternoon of July 10, by Chiang Kai-shek, Chang Hsueh-liang and 
C. T. Wang, immediately after which these leaders hastily dispersed, 
and the action in Harbin reached its climax the next day. The dila- 
tory absence of Chang Hsueh-liang and C. T. Wang from their posts 
following the crisis is explicable only as an attempt to establish an 
alibi for some specific purpose. The official declaration of the Mukden 
Government of July 22, 1929, was submitted to Nanking for approval 
prior to its release. The first official statements contained no censure 
of the Harbin officials. 

^Copy transmitted to the Department without covering letter; received 
September 14, 1929. 
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The foregoing facts create a strong suspicion that Nanking and 
Mukden were working in agreement, were aware of what was to take 
place in Harbin, and if the highest authorities did not order.tho Harbin 
action, they took no measures to forestall or check its execution. 

Messrs. Donald, Ostroumoff and Lo Wen-kan, in so far as they 
exert influence in Mukden, have been directing their efforts toward 
urging China to recover full rights in the railway by steps which can 
be legally defended before world opinion. It is probable that the 
final, abrupt action was taken without the knowledge of the two 
foreigners, but it is difficult to believe that it was taken without the 
knowledge of higher authorities, including Nanking. Whereas I feel 
certain Mr. Donald advised against the methods employed, he tends 
to propagate the Mukden version that the Harbin authorities acted 
on their own initiative. 

This crisis which has threatened to menace peace in the Par East 
was rendered inevitable by the insistence of Russia upon hitching 
a scheme for the propagation of her political ideas onto a joint com- 
mercial enterprise which had become the expression of Rtissia’s neo- 
imperialism; and China’s determination, with her blundering or 
devious governmental meclninism, to gain complete control of a joint 
enterprise with scant regard for agreements, international practices 
and the responsibilities involved. 

Strangely, in this discussion of a vital issue in Mancliuria, Japan 
has not once been mentioned — ^nor does she wari^ant her usual unpleas- 
ant inclusion except very indirectly. 

John Magruder 
Major^ General Staff 

801,77 Chinese Eaaterxi/285 

The Naval Attache in China (Pmeell) to the Mmwfer in China 

{Mae^furray) 


Harbin, July 27, 1929. 

Subject: Notes on the Chiiie.se Eastern Railway Situation obtained 
in Mukden and Harbin. 

1. rile following resume of pertinent items is forwarded for the 
information of the American Minister, having been obtained through 
observation, contacts and sources herein mentioned. 

Perhaps the most outstanding impression received in Mukden and 
Harbin from all sources is that the present situation is not an 
overnight development but has been expected by the Russians and 
planned foi' by the Chinese for some months. Since January of the 

H Donald, a British adviser to tlu^ Mukden f^overnment. 
oo-fo triinsinitted to the Department by the Minister in his despateU' No. 
2243, August 2 ; received August 31. 1929. 
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present year W. H. Donald and Boris Oustronmoff have advised the 
Mukden Government to demand a committee of investigation to look 
into the affairs of the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

The following notes and information obtained from W. H. Donald. 
For seven months past there has been much excitement amongst the 
Russians in Harbin regarding the taking over of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. During January and on till April this, though at that 
time unwarranted, was intensified, and rumors were rife that imme- 
diate action was contemplated. ^ ^ ^ 

The Soviet citizens were obviously frightened and in fact made no 
effort to conceal their fear. From April onward their fear subsided 
somewhat but always there was great expectancy of action on the 
part of the Chinese. 

On their part the ofBcial Chinese were making no move to take over 
the railway, though they were approached from time to time by groups 
of Chinese with the argument that the railway should be taken over. 
One group agitating for confiscation of the line was particularly active 
in the early part of the year. They based their assurance of success 
and nonresistance by the Soviet on the acceptance by the Russians of 
previous assumption of control by China of the land department, the 
telephones, the Navigation service, etc. 

Seeing the extent of the agitation and realizing the dangers into 
which the Mukden government might be forced, Donald wrote a memo 
in January urging care in any steps taken and argued that if conditions 
compelled some kind of action that the idea of confiscating the line be 
discarded, and that an investigation be made to ascertain if bad man- 
agement and maladministration on the part of the Russians justified 
action. If so, then action should be confined to taking control of the 
line as trustees both for the Chinese and Russian interests. Oust- 
roiimoff joined in this recommendation. 

After the raid on the Soviet Consulate in May the agitation was 
intensified. 

Oustroumoff worked very hard with the head of the railway com- 
mission to have an investigation by a body comprising neutral experts 
before any action was taken. Memoranda were prepared showing 
where bad management and maladministration could be shown by 
analysis of the accounts issued by the railway, and also where the agree- 
ments signed at Peking and Mukden had been violated. Strenuous 
efforts were made by Donald and Oustroumoff to prevent any idea of 
confiscation taking root in the official mind. Eventually Dr. Do Wen- 
kan joined with them to this end. 

On June second, General Kao Chi-yi, Chief of the Railway Com- 
mission of the Northeastern Provinces, Lo Wen-kan, and Boris Oust- 
roumoff lunched at Donald’s and there the dangers of confiscation were 
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impressed upon Kao, who accepted the advice that an investigation 
should be made, and that if any steps were taken they should be in 
accordance with agreements and facts, and that control alone should 
be assumed providing facts justified such action. Kao asked that a 
memorandum be prepared, and all that niglit Donald and Oustroumoff 
worked on one providing for assumption of control as Trustees in the 
event of investigation disclosing that such a stop was justified. Prior 
to this Kao had agreed to try and institute inquiries but he found that 
his overtures to the Tirpan (Du Yuiig-huan) were not received with 
any enthusiasm — in fact w’^ere resented. 

On June third General Kao was at Donald’s house and read through 
the memorandum, said he was leaving for Nanking the next day and 
would take the material with him. On June sixth Donald further 
discussed the matter with Kao. who left that evening for Nanking. 

Kao said he had discussed the memorandum with Marshal Chang. 

After the raid on the Soviet Consulate in May Marshal Chang de- 
clared to Donald that no drastic action would be taken, and no extremes 
would be gone to either with regard to the Soviets or the railway. 

During the first week in June, Tupan Du of the railway came to 
Mukden solely to insist that the CER be kept apart from the railway 
commission, this action being taken as a result of the inquiries that had 
gone to him from the Commission for information. Tlie interviews 
with the Marshal were, it is reported, not as Tupan Du -wished, but 
he closed them by giving an ultimatum tliat if the CER was not allowed 
to continue its status outside the Railway Commission he would resign. 
It is reported that the Marshal then discontinued dis<‘ussions, appar- 
ently acquiescing in Du’s demands, 

Du returned to Harbin, Kao wtis on his way to Nanking, and shortly 
after, the Marshal left for Peking. 

Soon after his return to Harbin Tupan Du apparently decided that 
the way to retain his position on the CER and prevent any investiga- 
tion was to take action to remove the Soviet plotters and endeavor to 
take control into his own hands. No doubt he believed this would ac- 
cord with t!ie ideas of the authorities and etf(*ct a fnh arrompU for 
which he would gain merit, though it was known that some! ime before 
he was against taking any action of this kind. 

While Marshal Chang was at Peking Du suddenly acted and pro- 
duced the situation now existing. It is certain that neither the 
Marshal nor Nanking knew what was contemplated, but were com- 
pelled by circumstances to accept the conditions and do their best to 
shoulder the responsibility. 

It is known that the Mai'slial did not contemplate any seizure with- 
out justification, and even now lie does not contemplate any action 
leading to hostilities. In fact, he returned to Mukden reluctantly 
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from Peitaiho, not realizing the war talk that was agitating every 
other part of the globe but this region, but determined to have the 
matter settled in accordance with the Peking and Mukden agreements. 
Nanking, however, has the task of dealing with the Soviet[s] on the 
matter, and the Marshal is content to leave it to Nanking. Faced 
with a difficult situation [it?] is Justifying the action taken on the 
determination to eliminate Bolshevist propaganda. 

In Mukden there was a distinct and general feeling that there would 
be no war, that neither side wanted war. Various reasons were given 
why neither side could afford a war and by those few who thought 
conflict possible just as strong reasons were advanced why it could 
not be avoided. The Chinese said they would not fight and the Young 
Marshal made an official statement to that effect. The Japanese Con- 
sul General said he felt there could surely be no fighting and Lo Wen- 
kan said the same thing. When I called on him on July 23 he showed 
me the translation of the Young Marshalls announcement in which 
he stated “The Chinese Government expected the Board of Directors 
to select suitable men as their successors”. I asked Do if Moscow or 
anyone else were informed of this at the time China seized control or 
had been informed since. His reply was that this announcement would 
serve this purpose. In Harbin I asked Chang Ching-hui the same 
question. He evaded, and I think, somewhat resented the question. 

It seems to me that Russia must feel that she is gaining a very strong 
point for later negotiations by avoiding war, otherwise she would take 
the two railheads, Manchouli and Pogranitchnaya, and have these to 
negotiate with. She would have no trouble in taking possession of 
them. 

• • • • • • • 

Reference my telegram concerning the firing at Manchouli it is 
now said that this report originated from Russian airplanes bombing 
on their own territory (presumably practice) and that there had 
been no firing. 

HaUSEY PoWELrIi 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/28e 

The Naval Attache in China {Powell) to the Minister in 
China {MacMurray)^^ 


Harbin, July 29, 1929. 

Notes on Interview with Tv/pan Lu Jung-huan, Chinese Eastern 
Railway. 

Tupan Lu stated that while Chinese official and public opinion of 
the CER incident were well known to all, and therefore not necessary 

^ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 
2248, August 2 ; received August 31, 1929. 
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for him to discuss, he would, however, be pleased to tell something 
of just what had compelled action on the part of the Chinese. These 
reasons were contained in his own official report to the Government 

It would first be well to clear any misunderstanding concerning 
Chinese ^'seizure” of the Chinese Eastern Bailway, as steps had 
merely been taken to protect Chinese interests and to take back their 
own rights as defined in original and succeeding agreements. It was 
never intended to seize the railway. The Tupan stated that he had 
been connected with the CER for a period of five years and had been 
instrumental in concluding the Peking-Muk<len agreement of 1924, 
which distinctly stated that the railway was to be a purely commer- 
cial enterprise. It was since clear to all that politics and propa- 
ganda had been introduced by the Soviets. 

Lu further mentioned that the Manager of the Railway had held 
great powers on account of the peculiar constitution of the Board of 
Directors, a majority of the Board being required to check any illegal 
activities on the part of the Manager. In this way the Soviets were 
able to control finances, appropriations, and employees. Reference 
was made at this point to the documents found in the Soviet Consulate 
raid, Harbin, which clearly showed that the railway was being used 
for the purpose of carrying on Bolshevist propaganda in China. 

Endless negotiations were carried on to obtain parity and equal 
rights of employees but all attempts were met witlx passive resistance 
on the part of the Soviet railway officials. Directors failed to attend 
meetings preventing a quorum necessary for a IJoard of Directors’ 
decision. There was flat refusal on the part of the Soviet vice- 
president concerning the question of employees. Many efforts were 
made to adjust disputes, none of which succeeded. When peaceful 
means failed it was necessary to use other means to protect the safety 
of the state. Therefoi-e, based on protection un<l the cari'ying out 
of the Pcking-Mukden agreement, it was necessary to act. Since the 
assistant manager had merely been appointed Acting Manager, the 
Chinese were within legal rights in their temporary appointment 
He, Lu, hoped that when negotiations wei'e held tluU the Soviets will 
appoint a new General Manager. 

Although attempts had been made to interrupt traffic on the CER 
since the “incident” it was the Chinese desire to maintain normal 
conditions on tlie railroad. Proper precautions had been taken and 
the Soviet employees would not be molested so long us they do keep 
within their rights. Few arrests had been made altliough instructions 
had been given to accept no resignations urdess reasons were sufficient 
to justify resignation under ordinaiy circumstances. Continuing, the 
Tupan stated that yesterday at Chalanor station, 39 kilometers from 


Other more common transliterations are **Chulainor” and “Chain inoerh,” 
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Manchouli, a Soviet [agent?] had been caught trying to “open” a 
switch, one of the few acts of sabotage reported. Some 400 cars be- 
longing to the CER have been seized and held over the border by 
the Soviet authorities (eastern end) . 

Questioned concerning other matters, Mr. Lu said that there were 
approximately 12,000 Soviet employees on the railway, 11,000 Chinese 
and a few Whites. Under the provision of Order #94, issued four 
years ago, IvanolSf, under the pretext of carrying out the terms of the 
agreement, ordered all people employed without Russian or Chinese 
passports to resign. This has resulted in the Whites having to obtain 
Chinese passports and therefore the number employed on the railway 
is small. 

Concerning the exportation from the Northeastern provinces, the 
Tupan admitted that the J apanese port of Dairen would benefit by the 
diversion of shipping over the South Manchurian Railway. For- 
merly the freight was divided equally between Dairen and Vladivostok, 
the shorter haul being adjusted by charging equal rates over the two 
routes. That is, the rate per mile over the route to Dairen would 
be higher than the per mile rate to Vladivostok, but the total charges 
would be equal. So long as the present interruption of traffic con- 
tinues, the Japanese, through their port of Dairen, would naturally 
benefit. 

Halsey Powell 
Gaptam^ Z7. S. Nmy 


Henry L. Stimson Private Papers 

M enrhorandAirrh hy the Secretavy of State 

[Washington,] July 29, 1929. 

The French Ambassador handed me today the following report 
as to the Russian- Chinese issue which he said was the latest news he 
had on that subject : 

^^The refusal opposed to Japan by the Soviet Government to accept 
the Japanese’s good offices, is causing some deception in Tokio. _ It 
seems now that the conflict should be settled without the intervention 
of a third party. 

“The Chinese Minister in Japan confirmed on July 27th to the 
French Charge d’Aflaires that direct and officious conversations be- 
tween Russians and Chinese have already started. However, the 
Soviet Ambassador is less optimistic and says he does not know any- 
thing about the opening of negotiations. He continues to say that 
there will be no military action, adding however, that this will be 
on condition that the Chinese do not molest any more Soviet citizens. 
He insists not only upon the reestablishment of the status guo but 
upon the granting of guarantees for the future. 
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^‘The Press Bureau of the Foreign Office in Moscow states that the 
Soviets are in no communication with the Chinese in any capital 
and sticks to the rupture until fulfilment of conditions of the ^viet 
note of July 13th. 

^‘Washington, July 29th, 1929.” 


801.77 Chinese Bastern/249 

Marshall Ohang Hsiieh-liang to the Soviet Acting Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs {KaraJchan) 

[Translation] 

Sir: After an exchange of opinions between the Consul General, 
Mr. Melnikov, and the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Tsai, 
the latter went to Mukden, and made a report. The Chinese Eastern 
Railway is a joint commercial enterprise, an^anged by the two states 
between them, and regulated by the Peking agreement and the 
Mukden agi’eement. In order to settle the prevailing misunderstand- 
ing, the following three proposals are made : first, that tlie Chinese 
Government and the government of the U. S. S. R. should appoint 
each its representative for the calling of a conference concerning 
the questions connected with the Chinese Eastern Railway ; secondly, 
that the prevailing situation on the Chinese Eastern Railway should 
be regarded as provisional, subject to regulation after the conference, 
on the basis of the Peking agi*eement and the Mukden agreement; 
thirdly, that the arrested citizens of the U. S. S. R. should be officially 
released, and deported to the U- S- S. R. The Chinese ai’rested in 
the U. S. S. R. should also be released. Please, let me have a reply 
by telephone \_telegTa'phf^ in regard to tlieso three 2 >oints. 

Yours truly, C’hano HstrEii-LiANG 

[Mukden,] July 29 [, 1929|. 


71 1.0012 Anti-War/808 : Tel<?gram 

The Minister in China {M acMvrray) to the Secretary of State 


Peking [undated]. 
[Received July 30, 1929—12 : ^*>1 i>. m.*^] 
651. Department’s circulars July 25 [^.^], 5 p. m., and July 25, 7 
p. m.®® The following rejoly has been received by telephone fi'om the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs : 


printed in the Moscow Izveatia, No. 175» August 2, 
j 929 ; <^py transmitted to the Department by the Charg<^ in Latvia in his 
despatch No. 6339, August 10; if'ceived August 24, 1929. 

Telegram in four sf*<*tions. 

*® Neither printed. 

Dated July 2i), 1 :j2 ». 
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“Excellency : Please accept ixiy sincerest thanks for your telegram 
of July 27th informing the National Government that the treaty for 
the renunciation of war, signed at Paris on August 27, 1928, became 
effective on July 24, 1929. 

The people and Government of Cliina have always stood for peace 
and the outlawry of war and they unite with me in voicing their 
confident hope tliat through the coming into effect of the aforesaid 
treaty the peace of the world will be preserved and safeguarded. 

The good tidings contained in Your Excellency’s telegram under 
reply is all the more welcome to the people and Government of China 
and is a happy vindication of their stand in the present temporary 
deadlock between the Republic of China and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republic [s]. In pursuance of their traditional love of peace 
and their belief in the efficiency [e-fflcacyfX of reason as against the 
delusive persuasions of war, the people and Government of China 
have continued to maintain an unswerving attitude of peace in the 
spirit of the aforesaid treaty and declared their willingness to arrive 
at a settlement with the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics by pacific means. 

The coming into force of the aforesaid treaty therefore strikes a 
very sympathetic chord in the heart of the people of China, and in 
the name of the National Government I have very lively pleasure in 
extending our heartiest congratulations upon the consummation of 
an epoch-making treaty that was so auspiciously sponsored by Your 
Exc^lency’s Government. 

I shall be grateful if you will be good enough to transmit the above 
to Your Excellency’s Government, and I am happy to renew to Your 
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration. (Signed) 
Chengting T. Wang, Minister for Foreign Affairs.” 


MacMtjkray 


Henry L. Stimson Private Papers 

MemoTandma hy the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] July 30, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador came today and told me that he wished 
to offer the views of his Government verbally and that they should 
be considered verbal although for the sake of easier mutual communi- 
cation he had written them out himself and he asked that they be 
treated as verbal and confidential. He then handed me a paper which 
reads as follows : 

“The Japanese Government deeply appreciate the suggestion made 
by the Secretary of State with a view to bringing about an amicable 
solution of the pending controversy between China and the Soviet 
Union. They are sincerely willing to cooperate with the United 
States and other interested Powers in any move that may lead to the 
desired end. It only remains for them to consider whether the sug- 
gested plan of a Commission of Conciliation may be reasonably ex- 
pected to secure acceptance by the two parties in dispute. 
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“All official I'eports which have been reaching Tokio from various 
sources tend to strengthen the impression that both China and the 
Soviet Union are anxious to compose their differences relating to the 
Chinese Eastern Railway by direct negotiations between themselves. 

“If the Japanese Government ai-e correctly informed, neither side 
is likely to welcome any initiative of a thirtl Power or a group of 
third Powers, — still less any participation by tin* Governments or 
nationals, — ^in the settlement or the pre.sent difficulty. It is particu- 
larly apprehended that the plan under which a nat ional of a third 
Power zs to be appointed, however temporarily, a.s President and gen- 
eral manager of tlie Chinese Ea.stern Railway, or to take part in the 
machinery for conciliation, will be resented both in China and in the 
Soviet Union. 


“Should the plan in question be rejected by either or both of 
the two contending parties, the Powers will find themselves in a 
peculiarly embarrassing position. It is presumed that xione of the 
Powei-s liave any intention of exercising material and effe>ctive pres- 
sure upon the tmwilling pai'ties to force acceptance of the i>hm. The 
Japanese Government, while deeply impi-essetl with the fair and dis- 
interested motives of the sug^stion made by the Secretary of State, 
are unable to dismiss from their mind the }>os.sibility of unfavour- 
able reaction which the jzi'oposed measure of the Powers may produce 
in China and in the Soviet union. 


“In this situation, they de.sire to he iufornn*d whether the reports 
in tlze possession of the American Govcniment aixi of such a nature 
as to put at rest the apprehension now entertained by the Japanese 
Government, and what further action the Secretary of Slate has in 
contemplation, in the event of the plan umlei' review being rejected 
by either or both of the two parties. 

“The Japanese Government, most directly intert'sted in the preser- 
vation of peace in the Far Ea.st, have Izeen watching with profound 
anxiety the development of the issues between Cliiim and the Soviet 
Union. Fortunately recent ixipox-ts at hand are more reassuring, and 
the actual situation does not seem to call for any imme<liate action 
on the part of the Powers.” 


I told him after I had read the statement that I nppi'eciated it and 
was grateful for the frienclline.ss and the frankness of Japan in this 
situation. I recalled to him that lust Thursday when I prest'nted my 
views to the four ambassadoi-s and the German ('barge that I had 
made it very clear that this suggestion was not in the nature of a 
mediation by any power or group of powers, but was intended as a 
suggestion of what was to be voluntary action by China an<l Russia; 
that the neuti’al national whose appointment was suggested in the aide 
memoire, to be choseix not by the neutral countries but by Russia and 
China themselves. He said he understood that perfectly. I told him 
my Government had decided to make this suggestion only in case China 
and Russia seemed to be unable to get together through negotiation 
by their own efforts and that on the morning of last Thursday after 
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I had called the ambassadors when the press despatches indicated the 
first rumors that Russia and China might get together I had seri- 
ously thought of cancelling the call, but I decided to go on with it 
in view of the fact that these were mere rumors and might prove 
false- I felt that in such circumstances it was important to have the 
preliminary consultation so that all of the powers who had been so 
friendly in the previous consultations over the crisis might be in- 
formed of the views of my own Government and we might be in- 
formed of theirs, and we thus might be ready in case the need for 
such a suggestion arose afterwards; that I had made it clear in my 
aide Toemoire that if Russia and China should be able to get together 
we would be most happy. He said he understood this fully. 

I told him that if the negotiations between Russia and China 
continued to go on I should take no further steps, but shotlld reserve 
such action for any emergency which might occur on their failure to 
go on. He said he understood that. We then had a little talk on the 
recent news. I asked him what his information was and he told me 
that they had heard that the Russian Consul General at Harbin, Mr. 
Melnikoff, who had left his post for Russia and had gone across the 
boundary, had since returned towards Manchuli and that the Chinese 
diplomatic representative of Foreign Affairs in Manchuria was 
starting to meet him. His Government thought that this was the 
beginning of the negotiations and that there was nothing to the report 
of the proposed Berlin conference. He asked me what my news was 
from Dr. Wu and I told him of Dr. Wu’s telephone call. As we parted 
he asked me what our plans were for the future and I told him my 
plan was to do nothing unless some change in the situation occurred 
which would make it seem advisable, but that so long as Russia and 
China seemed to be making progress towards direct negotiation I did 
not intend to make any suggestion. 


S61.77 Chinese Eastern/149 ; Telegram 

The Minister' in China {MaGM%irTay) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 30, 1929 — 9 p. m. 
[Received July 31 — 9:4:0 a. m.] 
654. Legation’s 648, July 29, 7 p. m.®® Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘July 30, noon. Commissioner for Foreign Affairs, Harbin, and 
Li Shao-keng, member of Board of Directors, Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, left the city yesterday afternoon probably to receive Soviet reply 

®®Not printed. 

328423— 4a — vol. ll 26 
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to Chinese proposals made at Chang Tso-hsiang-Melnikoff meeting 
at Changchun. Situation Suifenho quiet although Chinese pop^ 
lation complaining to Harbin regarding bud business conditions 
Situation Harbin, Hailar quiet, unchanged. 

Beported that Chinese autliorities have published secret note to 
Soviet authorities yielding much and that Soviet and Chinese troops 
have drawn back a considei'able distance into their respective 
territories.” 

MacMurrat 


tSdl.TT t'hliie'we Eastern/148 : Telegram 

The Ambaasador in Oerniany (Sohurman) to the Secretary of State 

Beklin, July 31, 1929 — 11 a. m. 
LRoceivod July 31 — 9:40 a. m.] 
139. Embassy’s telegram 137, July 30, 11 a. m.»» By an ofSicial 
communiquS published in the newspapers of this morning, local 
Soviet Embassy reiterates earlier denials of direct negotiations with 
the Chinese Minister here and denies in particular latest repox'ts stated 
to come from Washington that the Soviet Embassy has “sounded” 
Chinese Legation in Berlin in connection with the railway conflict. 

SCHUBMAN 


.SCI, 77 Chinese Ea»tei*u/153 

Memorandum ly the Secretary of iState 

[WA8HXN<m>N,l July 31, 1929. 

The French Ambassador when he called today handed me the 
following statement of information which had l>eeu received by his 
Government : 

• Karakhan confirmed on July 29th., to the Fnmch Ambassador 

in Moscow his previous denial to direct or indirect, conversations be- 
tween Chinese and Russians. 

‘‘Mr. Karakhan maintains that no conversation will be iiossible 
before the return to the stahut^ that is to saj" Ixefore the restora- 
tion of the state of things existing prior to the seizure of the tele- 
graphic communications by the Chinese Government, this includinfi: 
the re-instalment of the personnel. 

According to the French Minister in Peking, the Chinese Minister 
bas pi*epar^ regulations for the working of the 
railroad. It is believed in Peking that if the Russian pressure is ac- 
centuated the Chinese GoveiTiment would modify those regulations 
in a way favorable to the Ru.ssian demands. 

“Washington, July 31st., 1929.” 


"Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/lGl : Telegram 

T%e Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Seoretary of State 

Peking, August 1, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received August 1 — 10 : 55 a.m.®^] 

669. Legation’s 630, July 25, 6 p. m. 

1. Following from North China Standard, Peking, August 1: 

“China’s irreducible minimxim in her forthcoming negotiations 
with Russia over the Chinese Eastern Railway was indicate^ by Mr. 
Sun Fo, Minister of Railways, in the course of an interview with 
Chinese pressmen in the Peking Hotel, Wednesday afternoon.®® After 
declaring that Russia would not risk a war with China on account 
of her international isolation and also because of her internal dif- 
ficulties and that indications point toward early opening of direct 
negotiations, Mr. Sun went on to say : ‘What form the negotiations 
win eventually take has not yet been settled, but we can anticipate 
three possible outcomes: First, the ownership and control of the 
railway will be completely restored to China ; secondly, the ownership 
of the line will remain jointly vested in China and Russia but the 
right of administration will be restored to China; thirdly and lastly, 
there will be no change in the status of the railway which prevailed 
before China took over the line recently.’ 

Continuing, the Railway Minister said that, while complete recovery 
of the railway should be the ultimate goal of the National Govern- 
ment, the greatest possible concession which China would make, if 
that could not be attained in the immediate future, would be to admit 
the joint ownership of the line, but insist on China’s sole control 
and administration. ‘The experience of the past few years has con- 
vinced us that joint control of the Chinese Eastern Railway is un- 
satisfactory and cannot satisfy the hopes of the Chinese people; 
moreover, the question is an international issue and I sincerely hope 
that the people will stand solidly behind the Government in the 
present difficulty.’ 

• Mr. Sun further said that the Chinese Government was opposed to 
the joint methods of the United States, Japan, France and Great 
Britain, because that might result in the international control of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway.” 

2. Foregoing has not been confirmed. Sun Fo left Peking this 
morning. 

MacMubeay 


" Telegram in three sections. 
“July 31, 1929. 
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8G1.77 Chinese Eastern/164 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMxtrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 1, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Beceivod August 1 — 10 : 58 a. m.] 

660. Legation’s 654, July 30, 9 p. m. 

1. Following from Keuter, Nanking, July 31st: 

“The first Sino-Russian preliminary conference met yesterday aft- 
ernoon at Manchuli, the Harbin Consul General, Melnikov, repre- 
senting Russia and Mr. Tsai Yvm-sheng, Commissioner for Foreign 
Affairs in Harbin, representing China. It is understood that they 
discussed questions of time and place for a formal conference.” 

2. Legation ha.s been able thus far to confirm only the fact that 
Soviet Consul General requested Chinese Commissioner of Foreign 
Affairs to meet with him at Manchuli, July 31.st. 

3. Captain Powell, Naval Attache, has proceeded from Harbin to 
Manchuli. 

MacMukrat 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tern/174 

7'he First Secretary of the French Emhasny {Henry) to the Assutant 
Secretary of State {Castle) 

Washington, August 1, 1929. 

Dear Mr. Castije: La.st week the Secretary of State gave to the 
Ambassador the text of a proposed note to China and Russia for 
the settlement of their dispute. 

The Ambassador transmitted the text of that docnunent to Paris. 
We are just in receipt of a telegram fi-om Mr. Briand saying that in 
his opinion Mr. Stimson’s suggestion i.s in every respect in accordance 
with the Kellogg Pact and that its legal basis is strong. Mr. Briand 
thinks that in case Russia and China could not reach a settlement by 
direct communication between themselves the. Secretary’s note could 
be forwarded, in accordance with the Kellogg Pact, it being under- 
stood that such transmission should be made with the approval of 
the principal Powers interested in the maintenance, of the Peace in 
the Far East. 

In the absence of the Ambassador who is in the country for about 
a week I should be obliged if you were kind enough to communicate 
Mr. Briand’s answer to the Secretary of State./. 

Believe me [etc.] 


Jui,ES Henry 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/165 : Telegram 

The MinisteT in Ohma {MacMu7Tay) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 1, 1929 — 10 p. m. 

[Received August 1 — 1 : 33 p. m.] 
663. Legation’s 660, August 1, 7 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

^‘August 1, 8 p. m. American press correspondents now at Man- 
churia Station rej)ort that Messrs. Li and Tsai met Soviet repre- 
sentatives at frontier, July 31st. It was agreed to appoint delegates 
negotiate Chinese Eastern Railway question. Tsai quoted as stating 
that Soviet ultimatum would be automatically withdrawn, that dele- 
gates probably would be named within weet: and probably would 
meet at Harbin, and that Moscow had ordered Soviet demonstrations 
along the border cease. In my opinion there wull be no Communist 
agitation here or along the railway today.” 


MacMukeay 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/249 

The Soviet Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs {Karakhan) to 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang 

[Translation] 

Sir : On July 22, 1929, the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Tsai, was at his reqtiest received by the Consul General of the 
U. S. S. R. in Harbin, Mr. Melnikov, to whom he made the statement 
that he had just arrived from Mukden, and that he had been author- 
ized by the Mukden Government to make the following proposals with 
a view to regulating the Soviet-Chinese conflict on the Chinese East- 
ern Railway : 

1) The arrested Soviet laborers and employees are to be released. 

2) The government of the U. S. S. R. is to appoint the director 
of the Chinese Eastern Railway, and his assistant. 

3) A conference of representatives of both governments is to be 
called, which is to settle the conflict on the Chinese Eastern Railway 
as speedily as possible. 

4) The Soviet government may make the statement that it does 
not recognize the order of things prevailing after the conflict, and 
that it does not prejudice the impending negotiations, and 

5) If the Soviet government agrees to these proposals, Mr. Chang 
Hsiieh-liang will apply for the consent of the Nanking Government 
to these proposals. 

^Translation from text printed in the Moscow Izvestia, No. 175, August 2, 
1929; copy transmitted to the Department by the Charge in Latvia in his 
despatch No. 6339, August 10 ; received August 24, 1929. 

* literally : that it imposes no obligations at the impending negotiations. Note 
of translator. [Footnote on the original translation.] 
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Mr, Melnikov declined to discuss these proposals of Mr, Tsai^ 
pointing out that he had no authority to do so, and that the point of 
view of the Union government was laid down in its note of July isth. 
However, in view of Mr, Tsai’s reciuest to communicate this proposal 
to the Union government, Mr, Melnikov communicated the proposal 
of the Mukden Government to the People’s Ctommissariat of Foreign 
Affairs, 

Guided by its pacific policy, and not wishing to leave unused even 
this possibility of settling the conflict by means of an agi'eement, the 
Union government yielded, and instructed Mr. Melnikov in Harbin 
to give to Mr. Tsai, for communication to you as the head of the 
Mukden Government, the following ireply: 

“< 2 ) After the high-handed actions on the part of the Chinese 
authorities on the Chinese Eastern Railw^ay, the Union government 
is unable to treat with confidence the proposals emanating from 'fce 
Mukden Government through the medium of the Commissioner of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Tsai. 

‘‘6) In the event, however, that the Nanking Government or the 
Mukden Government should officially make to flie government of the 
U. S. S. R, the proposals submitted as emanating from’*' Mr. Chang 
Hsiieh-liang, to wit : 

1. Itelease of the arrested Soviet laborers and employees; 

2 . Appointment, by the government of the U. S. S. B. of the di- 
rector or the Chinese Easteim Railway, and of his assistant: 

3. Calling a conference with a view to settling the conflict on 
the Chinese Eastern Railway with the least delay ; 

and if, in addition to this, item 4 of the proposal of the Mukden 
Government will be altered in the following way : 

Both sides agree that the situation which has formed itself on 
the Chinese Eastern Railway after the conflict is bound to be al- 
ter^ in conformity with the Peking and Mukden agi^eements of 

— ‘‘the Union government will adopt a favorable attitude to these 
proposals”. 

This answer was communicated by Mr. Melnikov to Mr, Tsai in 
Harbin on July 25, at 4 p. m. 

On July 30 of the current year, Mr. Tdai arrived at the station Man- 
cliuli, and informed Mr, Melnikov who was then already on the ter- 
ritory of the Soviet Union, of his desire to meet him for the purpose 
of handing him the proposal of the Mukden Government. 

On August 1, Mr. Tsai handed to Mr. Melnikov your letter addressed 
to myself, dated July 29 of the curi'ent year, the contents of which 
were communicated to me by telegraph. 

♦literally: snbiunteii on behalf of. [Translator’s note In the original.] 
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I feel constrained to state that the proposal laid down in your letter 
of July 29 differs essentially from the proposal wliich at your instance 
Mr. Tsai made to Mr. Melnikov on July 22. 

And first of all in the following : 

First, in your letter is altogether omitted the proposal made on your 
behalf by Mr. Tsai on July 22 concerning the immediate appointment, 
by the government of the IT. S. S. E., of the director of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, and his assistant; 

Secondly, instead of the formula suggested by the Union government 
to the effect that the situation created on the Chinese Eastern Railway 
after the conflict should be changed in conformity with the Peking 
agreement and the Mukden agreement, your letter contains the pro- 
posal of the legalization of the prevailing situation on the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, brought about by the forcible seizure of the railway, 
which is an obvious violation of the Peking agreement and the Mukden 
agreement. 

Thus, I am bound to establish the fact that, contrary to its own 
proposal of July 22, the Mukden Government by its subsequent pro- 
posal frustrates the possibility of settling the conflict by an agreement 
which would be possible only by accepting the proposals of the Federal 
government of July 25. This creates a situation pregnant with new 
and serious complications, the whole responsibility for which wholly 
and fully rests with the Mukden and Nanking Government [s]. 

Accept [etc.] L. Karakhan 

[Moscow,] August 1, 1929. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/330 

The Naval Attache in China {Ptnoell) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray)^ 

[Harbin,] August 2, 1929. 

1. The following notes on the Naval Attache’s visit to Manchouli are 
submitted as of possible interest to the American Minister. 

2. On 30 July, 1929, accompanied by Lt. Brown, and together with 
six American newspaper correspondents, left Harbin at 6.85 PM in a 
specially reserved car for Manchouli through the courtesy of Tupom, 
Lu, CER, and Li Shao-keng, Director of the Railway. Accompanying 
the car were Tsai Yuan, Secretary to the Young Marshal; Vincent 
Shen, Commercial Department CER and secretary to Li Shao-keng ; 
and Mr. Wang Foo-chen, representing Chang Tso-hsiang. 

'^Copy transmitted to the Director of Naval InteUigence; forwarded to the 
Department September 14, 1929. 

" First Lt. O. O. Brown, U. S, Marine Corps. 
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3. Arriving at Manchouli at 7.00 PM, on the 31st, an inters 
was immediately arranged with Tao Yin Tsai in his private car at 
Manchouli station. (Li Shao-keng although in the car was not present 
dux'ing the interview). Tsai spoke of negotiations pixxjeeding with 
Melnikoff, Soviet ex-Consul General at Harbin, the preceding day at 
Station 86, the frontier. Further meetings were exi>ected on the 1st 
or 2nd of August. The discussions were in the nature of preparation 
for the appointment of Sino-Kussian delegates for peaceful negotiations 
likely to be held at Harbin. The Tao Yin further stated that the 
meetings were mutually satisfactory and that the delegates would be 
shortly appointed by the respective governments. The appointment 
of delegates would, of course, nullify the Soviet ultimatum to China. 
It was mentioned by Mr. Tsai that during the previous day’s meeting 
Soviet airplanes had flown over Cliinese territory but that Melnikofi 
had telegraphed Moscow urging that strict orders be given the Russian 
troops to prevent further deinonst rations- The Tao Yin also spoke 
of the well knowm desire of China for peace and that in the event 
of trouble her troops would fall back rather than oppose the invading 
force, strict orders ha\dng bt^en received from the Government that 
not a single shot was to be fired. Thougli the Soviets had made hostile 
demonstrations no untoward incident had taken place due to the peace- 
ful and restrained attitude of the Chinese troops. The Tao Yin closed 
the interview by friendly expressions concerning the traditional Aiueri- 
can-Chinese friendship and was sure that Anuudea wo\ild know China 
was simply out to secure her riglits through peaceful means. 

4. I also called that evening on Mr. Flanigan, British head of the 
local Customs. He stated that the unrest in the vicinity was practically 
over but that on tlie 24th and 25th of July, tlie j>opulace had been 
extremely agitated. The station authorities at Manchouli said that they 
sold over 8000 tickets within a period of two days. Chinese troops com- 
mandeered Chinese and Russians alike to dig trenches on the border 
and around the outskirts of the town of Manchouli, l^'ood and water 
had been scarce for a numlx'r of days but that side of tlie situation 
was now much improved. Stores had cIoskhI but were gradually re- 
opening, although the majority of the residences w(‘re still empty and 
business was at a complete standstill. The Chinese troops, according to 
Mr. Flanigan, seemed to be confident that in case the Russians attacked 
them tlxey would be able to hold their own. He said tliat he had heard 
no rumors or reports of internal trouble among the Soviet forces. That 
morning (31st) 20 Soviet planes had flown over the border and a few 
days before the Russian artillery had fired over a hundred shells across 
tlie frontier. The Chinese had fired on the aeroplanes on the 25th. 

5. On the morning of August 1st, through the kindness of Mr, 
Ganin, an American at Manchouli, we were permitted to drive towards 
the border for several miles on both sides of the railway. Here the 



cHim 269 

Soviet encampments and entrencliments were plainly visible, as well 
as the extent of the Chinese entrenchments. 

6. At 10.00 AM, 1 August, I called on General Liang, the Com- 
mander of the Manchouli garrison at his headquarters. The General 
stressed the idea of pacific opposition to the Russian demonstrations — 
wherein the Soviets had shelled Chinese territory and had brought 
tanks to the border firing machine guns, as well as sending airplanes 
over the Chinese lines daily. Although the forces of the two countries 
were at some points separated by only a few meters he was confident 
that his soldiers would not reply to these acts as they had very severe 
orders from the government that not a shot was to be fired. He stated 
that he had under his command two regiments, the normal garrison 
for Manchouli, or about 5000 men. General Liang further stated that 
there were some 30,000 Chinese troops between Harbin and Manchouli 
while the Soviets had 8 regiments, (about 20,000) between the frontier 
and Chita. His information concerning the Russian forces east of 
Lake Baikal was that they comprised 3 Army Coi^ps, or nearly 100,000. 

7. I also called on the Japanese Consul, Mr. Tanaka, who has been 
stationed at Manchouli for several years. He seemed to be of the 
opinion that there would be no serious development and that the nego- 
tiations would succeed. Although confirming the reports of demon- 
strations by the Soviet military Mr. Tanaka seemed to be of the opinion 
that they had not operated over the border since that was somewhat 
ill-defined and a matter of contention as to just where the proper 
division line lies, 

8. Calling upon Li Shao-keng he expressed much the same idea as 
that advanced by the Tao Tin the previous night. Meeting has 
occurred with Melnikoffi and a further one was expected wherein the 
arrangements would be made for the appointment of delegates for a 
peaceful settlement of the CER question. 

9. General Liang entertained the Tao Yin, Mr. Li, Mr. Shen, Mr. 
Tsai Yuan and others at tifl5n on the 1st where I was an honor guest. 
The General in a brief after dinner speech again mentioned China’s 
pacific attitude in the fact [^facef] of Soviet demonstrations and her 
determination to preserve peace at all costs. Reference was again 
made to China’s friendship with America and the hope that America 
would realize China was merely striving to secure her rights. To this 
I replied thanking the General for his pleasant hospitality explaining 
that while Sino-American friendship was traditional I was certain 
that China did not expect America to show partiality since it was 
always known and understood that the U. S. was an impartial judge 
of the true facts of any situation. 

10. Returned to Harbin at 7.00 PM, 2 August, 1929. 

11. Along the railway from Pokotu to Manchouli the Chinese have 
outposts and entrencliments at every station, with their main concen- 
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tration in the Hailar-Chalainoerh region. No withdrawal of troop: 
from the frontier has been made by either side as no order has be^ 
received, at least by the Chinese, to do so. While the idea of peaceful 
settlement through negotiation is paramount it is evident that the 
Chinese representatives Tsai and Lii went to the border to see Melnikoff 
after the Soviet representative excused his inability to come to Man- 
chouli on the grounds of illness, a cold. They claimed, however, that 
Melnikoff was coming to Manchouli on the 1st or 2nd to return their 
visit to the frontier and to give them Moscow’s reply to the question 
of naming delegates and place for negotiations. 

12. Wliile the general impression gained by the trip was that the 
situation is* very much eased there is no assurance tltat the present con- 
versations will not drag or that the ultimate negotiations will take place 
in the near future. Moscow’s orders to the frontier troops to cease 
their demonstrations (if the report is true) will help to avoid an 
incident which might be difficult to head off and is significant of Soviet 
desire for negotiations. 

13. Tsai, XA and General Liang came to the platform from their 
private car (and the General from his headquarters) to make their 
goodbyes when we left Manchouli. 

Haijsky Powell 


set .77 Chinee Bastern/ITO : Telegram 

T?ie Minzster in Chdna (^MacMurz'ay) to the SecretaTy of State 

Peking, August 3, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 0: 50 p. m.] 

€68. My 663, August 1, 10 p. m. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin : 

2, 4 p. in. Yesterday pas.sed off qin<‘tl ly ] throughout North 
Mnnchuna.^ Soviet forces continue daily excellent military drill and 
^monstrations very near Chinese line at Suifenho. CJonditions at 
Harbin quiet but there is a ceiiiain uneasiness that negotiations Man- 
churia Station not going so smoothly as expected.” 

MacMtoray 


861.77 Chinese Kastern/171 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (^MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 4, 1929 — noon. 
[Received August 4 — 10:41 a. m.] 
€69. Legation’s 659, August 1, 6 p, m. Following from Kuo Wen 
News Agency, Nanking, August 22 [^] : 

i-t w with the local Chinese press this morning, Doctor 

C. r. Wang, Minister of Foi*eign Affair's, said that preliminary and 
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unofficial negotiations were going on between Mr. Tsai Ytin-sheng and 
M. Melnikov at Manchouli. ‘We are in favor of direct negotiations 
but we cannot accept any condition [s] before negotiations are opened,’ 
added Doctor Wang. ‘Personally I believe that there are more possi- 
bilities of direct negotiations materializing than mediator \_of media- 

The view in local official circles is understood to be that restoration 
of the Chinese Eastern Railway to its former status is impossible and 
that, while China accepts the principle of joint ownership of the rail- 
way with Soviet Russia, the Nanking Government insists mat the right 
of administration should be restoration [restored tof^ China. It is 
pointed out that so long as China has no control over the railway there 
is no hope of preventing its being exploited as an instrument of Soviet 
propaganda.” 


MacMobrat 


801.77 Chinese Bastern/176 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Qerma,ny\ {Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Berlin, August 5, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received August 5 — 3 : 48 p. m.] 

141. It is privately stated at the German Foreign Office that it is 
German policy to keep out of the conflict over the Chinese Eastern 
Railway and to encourage a direct settlement. It is the conviction of 
the Foreign Office that interference by other powers is not desired and 
would not be accepted by either Russia or China. This underlies the 
German reply to your proposal, as telegraphed from here on August 1 
to the German Embassy.^’* 

On August 4 the German Legation in China telegraphed that the 
Mukden Chinese were “demonstratively hopeful” regarding an early 
adjustment by means of direct negotiations. In the opinion of the 
Minister, the Chinese have been given pause by the general condemna- 
tion of the aggression by the Chinese and the corresponding support 
by world opinion of the Russians. 

The Soviet Foreign Office did not inform the German Ambassador 
that direct negotiations had begun, and when he heard of it through 
the press announcement he made a complaint at the Foreign Office 
regarding this “seeming lack of confidence.” 

Schurman 

“ Record of German reply missing from the Department flies. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/173 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {^MacMuTToy') to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 5, 1929--6 p. 

[Keceived August 5 — 10 : 46 a. m.] 
673, 1. Legation’s 668, August 3, 1 p. m. Negotiations at Man- 
chouli are continuing but authentic information with regard thereto 
is not available. Japanese Chargd d’Affjiires has been informed that 
an agreement has been reached to withdraw troops from frontier and 
to resume operation of the international train at an early date, 

2. He was also informed that Karakhan in an interview with the 
Japanese Ambassador on July 30 stated that the Chinese Minister 
in Berlin had approached the Soviet I’epresentative with an olffer to 
negotiate. This has been rejected. Karakhan remarked to the Japa- 
nese Ambassador that if the Chinese were sincere tiiey could telegraph 
Moscow direct setting forth their views and that there was no need 
for intervention or mediation by a third power. 

MACMxnRRAT 


861.77 Chinese I5astern/lS0 : IVlegrnin 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Serrefan/ of State 


Pkkino, August 6, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 10: 13 p. m.^®] 

676. Legation’s 627, July 25. 3 p. m,*** Military Attache has re- 
ceived the following report, dated July 31, from Lieutenant White 
of his office, now in Mukden : 

^‘Mr. Donald just let me have a memoraiuhim of tlie Chinese inter- 
pretation of the statve witli reganl to the C.E.R, The memo- 
randum has just been approved by the Young Murslial. This is an 
exact copy of the official memorandum : 

‘China’s interpretation of the atatuft quo with rt'ganl to the Chinese Eastern 
Railway mtist he based upon the following : 

1. The railway is a commercial enterprise (Pekinpr agreement, article 9, 

seconds [aratiojif'] 1; Mukden agreement, article 1, stM'onds 1). 

2. Complete elimination of Bolshevik propagandji and Intlueiice < Beking agree- 
ment, article 6; Mnkden agreement article 5). 

3. Soviet general manager and Soviet members of Itoard of I>ire<‘tors and 
stafC must he permma {/rata to China (Mukden agr(*ement, article 1, secdlon 8). 

4. Powers of general manager and his assistants nnist he delegated in detail 
(Mukden agreement, article 1, section 8), 

5. Parity in the appointment of staff and cmi)loyeea (Mukden agreement, 
article 1, section [s] 9 and 10). 

6. T>se of Chinese language as well as Russian in omcial documents, etc. (This 
clause blue penciled and cros.sed out.) 

7. Control of and disposition of revenues by Board of Directors (Mukden 
agreement, article 1, section 1). 


■‘“Telegram in three sections. 

‘‘Not printed. 

‘“Thomas D. White, first lieutenant, language officer. 
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8. China’s rights shaU be those of fnU partner with the prerogative of investi- 
gation of management. (This clause blue penciled and crossed out.) Investi- 
gation must be conducted at once by China into the administration and affairs 
of railway during the past four years with special reference to: (1) Commercial 
operation; (2) technical operation; (3) ffnancial operation; (4) administra- 
tion.* 

A commission to make a complete investigation of tlie affairs of the 
C.E.E. will shortly be appointed and will work from Harbin. I 
gather that Ostroumoff will be a teclmical adviser though Donald 
would not commit himself.” 

MacMuerax 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/181 : Telegram 

TKe MinisteT in China (^MacMv/rray) to the SeoTetary of State 

Peking, August 7, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received August 7 — 4 : 04 a. m.] 

677. Legation’s 673, August 5, 6 p. m. Following from Reuter, 
Nanking, August 6th : 

‘‘The Waichiao Pu oflBcially announced today that the Sino-Soviet 
conference at Manchuli has reached a deadlock. The Chinese are 
unable to accept the Russian demand for reinstatement of the Russian 
associate managers of the Chinese Eastern Railway before the opening 
of formal negotiations. 

The Waichiao Pu has instructed its Minister in Washington, Dr. 
C. C. Wu, to notify the representatives of the signatories to the Kel- 
logg Pact of details of what has occurred.” 

The Legation has not yet been able to confirm the foregoing. 

MacMijeeay 


8G1.77 Chinese Ea.stern/185 : Telegram 

The Minister China {MacMurray) to the SeoretoTy of State 

Peking, August 8, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received August 8 — 6 : 23 p. m.] 
688. 1. Department’s No. 81, April 26, 6 p. m., 1924.^® The French 

Minister inquired of me yesterday under instructions from his Gov- 
ernment whether we would be willing at this time to send to the 
Chinese Government a note of a tenor similar to the one addressed 
to the Peking Government by the Legation on May 3, 1924, with 
regard to the responsibility of the Chinese Government for the pro- 
tection of all interests in the Chinese Eastern Railway. A copy of 
this note was transmitted to the Department with the Legation’s mail 
despatch No. 2242, May 5, 1924.^^ I informed the French Minister 
that I would refer his inquiry to my Government but that I could 

■“ Foreign Relations, 1924, vol. i, p. 486. 

”ma., p. 487. 
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not in the meantime venture to express any opinion as to what position 
we might take. 

2. Japanese ChargS d’ Affaires today informs me that having re- 
ferred the matter to his Government he has now received its instruc- 
tions that Japanese Charge d’Affaires considers it premature for any 
third powers to make such a demat'che which might have the effect of 
deflecting the progress now being made towards a solution of the 
Chinese Eastern Kailway question by direct negotiations between 
China and Russia. 

MaoMubrat 


S«l.77 Ohtnese Iflast€rn/103 ; Telegram 

Tfie Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaeMurray) 

Washington, August 9, 1929 — 'I p. m. 
263. Your 688, August 8, 7 p. in. The Department feels that the 
sending of such a note at this time would only further cloud the 
situation. 

Cotton 


861.77 Chinese Kastern/102 : Telegram 

The Mimister in China {MucMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 10, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received August 10 — 9 : 35 a. m.] 

695. My 689, August 8, 8 p. m.^® Following from American Consul 
at Harbin : 

“August 9, 4 p. ni. This morning fourteen cars of a freight train 
wrecked by explo.sives few miles from Harbin; ai'sou attempted at 
Chalantun; and six lengths of rails removed, presumably by mounted 
invaders, between Hailar and Mietuhe {Mientuho']. Largo number 
of Soviet employees are quitting the railway. Reported that General 
Boldyrell appointed commander so-called Soviet army of occupation 
and Beykker, fonner member of board of directors [of] railway, 
chief of staff. Chinese authorities have .suspended t ravel by foreigners 
in extreme northwestern part Fengtien Province.’’ 


MaoMubrat 


“Not printed. 

"Gen. Vapsili BlUcher, known as “Galen” while a military adviser to the 
Chinese Nationalists in 1926-27; on August 8, 1929, he wa.s appointed by the 
Soviet War Commissar Voroshilov to be commander of “The Special Far Eastern 
.Army.” 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/199 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germany {SchurTnan) to the SecretoKry of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Bermn, August 13, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

[Received August 13—12 : 30 p. m.] 
146. Contrary to custom, the Chinese Minister yesterday asked the 
German Foreign Office official charged with Far Eastern affairs to give 
him ^^advice in finding face-saving formula” to solve the conflict over 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, saying he was acting under his Govern- 
ment’s instructions. In keeping with the Foreign Office conviction that 
no Western power can usefully intervene, the response will be given the 
Chinese Minister this afternoon that, inasmuch as Germany represents 
the interests of each power in the other’s territory and therefore desires 
to be kept informed fully, it is unable to give the advice requested ; but 
the Foreign Office would be ready to acquaint the Soviet Government 
with the fact that such an inquiry had been made by the Chinese. 

At the Foreign Office it is also said that recently the Russians have 
been very quiet in regard to the railway. For more than a week no 
important word has been received from Moscow. 

On August 5 the German Ambassador there was told by Stomaniakov 
that the Russian Government had learned of the American proposal, 
which was “fairly accurately” repeated; and Dirksen was violently 
reproached for keeping the matter secret. 

SOHUUMAN 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/197 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaeMvarray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 13, 1929 — 1 p. in. 

[Received August 13 — 8 : 50 a. m.] 

700. Legation’s 695, August 10, noon. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“August 12, 4 p. m. Letters August 8-9 from Suifenho indicate 
Soviet forces have recommenced airplane and firing demonstrations 
which are causing panic among inhabitants. Chinese military there 
have advised Chinese Customs staff to withdraw but have ordered 
railway and telegraph employees stay. Large quantities explosives 
placed on Chinese Eastern Railway rails near that place which has 
caused Chinese military fear that their retreat might any time be cut 
off. Reliably reported from Manchuria Station that Soviet side re- 
fuses to negotiate with Chu because he is representative Nanking 
with whom Soviet has had no diplomatic relations. About thousand 
Chinese troops have been moved up from Chalainor to^ Manchuria 
Station causing apprehension there. Situation Hailar quiet. Ameri- 
can eyewitness recently returned from Vladivostock states that re- 
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ports of mutiny among Soviet troops untrue. They are well equipped 
and well disciplined, more being called up and Russian islands being 
heavily fortified. Civilian inhabitants poorly fed and steamers idle 
in harbor.” 

MacMubeat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/198 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 13, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received Augu.st 13 — 9 : 18 a. m.] 

701. Legation’s 700, August 13, 4 p. m. French I^egation has been 
informed by Consul at Harbin that ho has learned from semi-official 
sources that the Soviet Government is declining to negotiate with 
representatives of the Nanking Government on tlio ground that it no 
longer has relations with that Government but will negotiate only 
locally with the Manchurian authorities. The Soviet Government 
takes the position that if the status quo ante under the 1924 agree- 
ments is not restored, it will claim all rights accruing to Russia under 
the Portsmouth Treaty of 1905.®® 

2. Captain Powell who has just returned from Manchuria reports 
that there is considerable jealousy and difference of view between 
the Nanking and Manchurian autliorities. It is in fact stated that 
the Manchurian authorities are as much concerned over their relations 
with Nanking in the matter of the Chinese Ka.s(ern Railway as they 
are over their actual difficulties with Mo.scow. If the foregoing report 
from French soui’ces is correct it would apjiear that Karakhan is 
quite aware of the differences bet ween Nanking uml Manchuria and 
plans to take full advantage thereof. 

MacMuekat 


Honry L. Stimson Private Papers 

Mr7)ioranduf)v hy the S* rre fa nj of State 

[ Washington,] August 15, 1929. 

In regard to jMancliuria, T asked the. Chinese Minister when he 
called on me, if his country had yet made pulilic the note which they 
had presented to us in iiiy absence. He told me they had not and 
that he was waiting for instructions from his Governinent. I told 
him that I hoped he understood that our refusal to circulate the note 
arose solely from friendliness for China and pointed out the diffi- 
culty arising out of the fact that we had no diplomatic connections 

Treaty of peace between Japan and Russia, signed at Portsmouth, N. H., 
September 5, 1905; Foreign Relations^ 19<K>, p. 824. 

For text, see note of August lU from the Cliinese ^Minister, p. 288. 
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with Russia and that this made it much more likely of a misunder- 
standing. He said he understood perfectly. I then took occasion to 
say that if China could offer to put the railroad ‘^in escrow” it would 
put her friends in a better position to defend her and he then told 
me that he had had a suggestion from an unnamed friend that the 
railroad be put in charge of a neutral manager. I then told him 
briefly of my aide memoire and its contents, pointing out particularly 
that the suggestion was merely of action to be taken by the two 
powers themselves, and instead of being a proposal to mediate or in- 
tervene by outside parties it contained an express disclaimer of any 
such intervention and vras in fact intended to oppose any such inter- 
vention. I gave him a brief outline of the terms of the suggestion 
which it contained based upon the Paraguay-Bolivia Conciliation 
Commission and the steps to be taken to preserve the status quo in 
the meanwhile, pointing out that the suggestion of neutral manage- 
ment was made necessary to really preserve the status quo against 
the abuses which China had claimed to have taken place in the past. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/295 

Statement hy the Soviet Vice GommAssar for Foreign Affairs 
{KaraJchan) on August 16^ 19^9 
[Translation] 

As a result of the violent actions committed by the Chinese author- 
ities with respect of the Chinese Eastern Railway and its Soviet 
personnel, the road has got into a most serious state, a state close 
to complete ruin. The mass dismissal of employees and hands; the 
filling of responsible posts with accidental, incompetent, persons; 
the control and use of the road by the military authorities, who 
de facto disxiose of the locomotives and the other rolling stock and 
also of the j^roperty and receipts of the road; have led to the com- 
plete disruption of all the business of the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

We have repeatedly warned both the Nanking and the Mukden 
Governments of the grave consequences of the unparalleled viola- 
tions, which they have committed, of the agreements of 1924 between 
the U. S. S. R. and China, which determined the status of the road. 
Naturally we consider the Nanking and Mukden Governments wholly 
and entirely responsible for all the material damage which is the 
result of the seizure of the road and the arbitrary course of the 
Chinese authorities and the Russian whiteguardists, with all the 
consequences ensuing from this position. 

Translation from text printed in the Moscow lavestia, No. 187, August 
16, 1929; copy transmitted to the Department by the Charge in Latvia in his 
despatch No. 6349, August 20 ; received September 3, 1929. 

323423 — 43 — vol. ii — — 27 
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At the same time, we must warn all foreign Governments, as well 
as all persons and institutions who might have some sort of business 
or other with the Chinese Eastern Railway that the government of 
the XJ. S. S. R. will not acknowledge a single deal consummated with 
respect of the road by the Chinese authorities or tlie personnel ap- 
pointed by them, nor a single obligation assumed by them in the 
name of this road, after the seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway 
by the Chinese authorities. 


89:i.OOI».R.naibin/27 

The OoTisul at Harbin {Hanumi) to the Minmter in China 
{MarMurray^ 


No. 1991 Hakhin, August 16, 1929, 

Sir: 

July, 1929, proved eventful in the history of North Manchuria 
and of the Chinese Eastern Railway. In last month’s leview it was 
stated that the return of the iiigh administrative officials would 
soon reveal whether or not they would take decisive steps against 
Soviet influence in this district. 

After the return of the officials, a series of meetings was held by 
them in regard to putting into effect the decisions re.Jiched at con- 
ferences held at Mukden during June. It evidently had been decided 
by both Nanking and Mukden that, basing tlieir action on alleged 
evidence secured in the raid on the lo<ral Soviet Consulate General on 
May 27, 1929, the local Chinese autliorities should take some meas- 
ures to decrease Soviet and to increase Chinese influence on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, principally by curtailing the powers of 
the Soviet General Manager, Mr, A. I. Emshanoff, and increasing 
the authority of the Chinese Assistant Manager, who had been 
merely a figurehead. (Details i*egurding documents and other ma- 
terial discovered during the raid were made piiblic by Nanking and 
published in the Pehing and Ti^ntnin Tlmrs^ Tientsin, under dates 
of July 25th, 27th, 30th and 31st, and August 1st an<I 2nd.) 

Early in the month, the local Chinese official insjnred Chinese and 
Russian press devoted much space in setting forth the Chinese desires 
in regard to increasing the powers of the Chinese Assistant Manager, 
realizing parity of employment, placing Chinese in control of the 
principal de]>artineiits, curtailing the a<‘tivities of Soviet trade and 
labor organizations and stamping out communism and warning 
the Soviet authorities that, if they did nut take iniine<liate steps to 

“Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul in his despatch No. 
4870, of same date; received September 12, 1920. 
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meet the Chinese wishes in these respects, the local authorities would 
act independently to secure the attainment of their desires. 

On July 4th, Mr. I. O. Chuhmanenko, a Soviet member of the 
Board of Directors of the Railway, committed suicide, evidently 
because he realized matters were coming to a crisis, in which the 
Soviet side would suffer, and because he did not dare return to Mos- 
cow, to which place he had been recalled, to report failure and pos- 
sibly to receive pmiishment there for this failure. According to a 
pre-arranged plan, the President of the Board of Directors of the 
Railway, Mr. Lii Jung Huan, on July 9th, appointed Mr. Fan Chi 
Kuan, a member of the Board of Directors, Assistant General Man- 
ager in place of Mr. Kuo Chung Hsi, who resigned, allegedly on 
account of sickness, but really because he was not considered able to 
handle the coming situation on account of his weakness and his lack 
of knowledge of the Russian language and of the Russians with 
whom he had to deal. Mr. Fan was educated in a technical school 
in Russia, where later he spent considerable time as a Chinese con- 
sular oflS.cer. At the same time Mr. Tu Wei Ching, Chief of the 
Traflic Department, an engineer educated in the United States but 
with little knowledge of Russian, was replaced by Mr. Kao Wei, 
who speaks the Russian language. These moves were made to pave 
the way for future action. 

The next morning the Chinese authorities seized the Railway’s 
public telegraph and line telephone systems, a move which had been 
expected for some time, and closed the offices of the local Soviet trade 
and labor organizations. Later in the day Mr. A. V. Chirkin, the 
Soviet Vice President of the Board, had a meeting with Mr. Lii and 
protested against these actions. Mr. Lii urged Mr. Chirkin to accept 
the Chinese propositions in regard to the powers of the Soviet Gen- 
eral Manager and of the Chinese Assistant Manager, to parity of 
employment and to the heads of the principal Departments. On ac- 
count of the morning’s events, Mr. Chirkin flatly refused to accede 
to these demands, evidently basing his refusal on the fact that they 
were contrary to the Soviet-Mukden Agreement of 1924. In the 
evening, several minor Railway employees, including a prominent 
young communist, Mr. B. P. Kniazieff, who was chief secretary of 
the Administration in charge of personnel, i. e. who had much power 
in engaging and dismissing employees, were sent to Manchuria under 
arrest for deportation into Siberia. 

It might be stated here that when reports in regard to the actions 
taken by the Chinese authorities on the 10th reached Moscow, the 
latter announced that it would send Mr. L. E. Serebriakoff, who had 
served as Soviet Vice President of the Board of Directors of the 
Railway several years ago, to Harbin to arrange a satisfactory settle- 
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inent of these iiiattei^s. For some luskuowii i-eason the Chinese Lega* 
tiou in Moscow refused to give him « visa to enter China. 

There is no doubt but that Mr. Lii luui been instructed by Mukden 
with the approval of Nanking, to secure an increase of Chinese influ- 
ence at Soviet expense on the Railway. Just how detailed his 
instructions were and liow far he was authorized to proceed in 
utilizing forceful measures are unknown to this oflice. It is known that 
a cex-tain group of extremists in Mukden w^as impatient of his ap- 
parent failure to seciu'e Soviet consent to tlie Chinese proposals and 
that tliere was a movement on foot to replace him. He was aware 
of this and . . , lie evidently deeiiled to act strongly. The feeble- 
ness of the Soviet Regime’s action, limited to protests, when its 
Embassy compound was raided and its Consulates throughout China 
were either attacked, closed or searched (including the Harbin Con- 
sulate General), and its Consular officers weix^ abused and sent out 
of China, when the Chinese authorities seized the Railway’s valuable 
fleet of steamers and barges and the Harbin Telephone System, and 
when they took from the Railway control of the schools for which 
the Railway appropriated large sums each year, had made the Chi- 
nese believe that any move, no matter how drastic, they made would 
also be met with only protests on the part of M<)S(‘ow. To a certain 
extent they were correct, as Mr. M. K. (Jordeieff, former head of the 
Land Department of the Railway, who had Ikmui in Moscow a week 
before the storm burst here, informed me that he hud urged the 
officials there to take a moixj active interest in the Railway’s affairs 
and was met with the reply that they were so bnsy with European 
and internal affairs that th<»y could not pay much attention to raihvay 
matters in far off Manchuria, 

On July 11th, earl.y in the moniing, Mr. Lii sent a note to Mr. 
Emshanoff, directing him to .sign as General ^lanager an order bring- 
ing the Chinese propositions into life. This Mr. Emshanoff refused 
to do and was discharged by ]\fr. Lii. A similar demand was made 
upon Mr. xV. A. Eismont, the Soviet Assistant Manager, who had 
charge of the Administnit ion of the Railway in the absence of Mr. 
Emshanoff, and lie also refu.siMl to sign the or<ler. Upon his dismis- 
sal, Mr. Ian Chi Knan automatically l><H*ame the A<*ting General 
Manager, in tlie i>ost of whi<*h he was confirmed l>y Mr. Lii. Mr. 
ban’s first action as xVeting (teneral Manager was to replace the 
Soviet lieads of the principal departments, such as motive power, 
accounting, commercial, telegraph and exploitation, by Chinese and 
Russians of Chinese citizemship, an action \vhich -was followed by 
wholesale discharge.s of those employees suspected of being Soviet 
sympathizers. 

These bold steps were followed by still moi'c drastic action . . . 
It siHuns their next move .sliould have been to inform Moscow that 
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they had found it impossible to work with and had suspended the 
General Manager, Mr. Emshanoff, from his position and to suggest 
to Moscow that it send a new General Manager, satisfactory to the 
Chinese, to replace him. After they realized that the foreign press 
in general was outspoken in condemning their drastic actions, which 
was characterized as the seizing of the Railway, they naively pub- 
licly announced that they had believed that the Board of Directors 
would appoint immediately a new Soviet General Manager (it should 
be here noted that Messrs. Lii and Fan are members of this Board) and 
that they would welcome a new Soviet General Manager from Mos- 
cow at any time. Instead of taking conciliatory steps, the Chinese 
authorities deported from China Messrs. Emshanoff and Eismont, 
who departed on July 12th from Harbin. A copy, in translation, 
of a proclamation issued by Mr. Lii, explaining his action, was en- 
closed with my despatch No. 1972 to the Legation. 

Unexpectedly to the Chinese authorities, Moscow became incensed 
over the action toward the General Manager and the Soviet Foreign 
OflSice handed the Chinese Charg6 d’Affaires at Moscow for delivery 
to Mukden and Nanking an ultimatum in the form of a note de- 
manding the restoration of the former Soviet position on the Railway 
and an answer within three days. The text of this note was released 
at Moscow for publication in the press under date of July 14:th.°* 
At the same time Mr. Serebriakoff’s instructions to proceed to Har- 
bin were cancelled. 

Strange to relate, this note had little effect on the local Chinese 
authorities, who had hypnotized themselves into the belief that the 
Soviet authorities would never go beyond verbal action. On July 
15th, General Chang Ching Hui,the Civil Administrator of the Special 
Area, ordered that the Railway’s many libraries, containing hundreds 
of thousands of valuable books, be turned over to the Chinese Educa- 
tional Administration, that the Railway’s land office be incorporated 
into the Chinese Land Administration, concerning which much has 
been reported to the Legation, and that twelve slaughterhouses and two 
disinfection stations operated by the Railway, be taken over by the 
local Chinese authorities. On the same date, Mr. Fan closed the Rail- 
way’s departments of labor rationalization and steamship affairs, the 
latter having been kept open by the Railway Administration with the 
hope that some day it would recover its floating equipment. Wholesale 
discharges and deportations of Soviet railway employees continued. 
Up until the present writing 3,000 Soviet employees have terminated 
their connection with the Railway. 

In the meantime Soviet troops were moved towards the frontier 
near Manchuria Station and Suifenho, and Chinese forces likewise. 


^ Ante, p. 201. 
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Mukden did not reply to the Soviet note, but Nanking did and its reply 
was not considered satisfactory to Moscow, which ordered the with, 
drawal of its Consular, trade and Railway representatives from China 
and closed the frontiers, thus preventing through passenger traffic and 
through mail service to and from Europe via Manchuria Station. An 
exodus of Soviet citizens, including deportees, commenced. The local 
Soviet Consul General, Mr. A. A. Melnikoffi and Mr. Chirkin and 
Mr. Izmailoif of the Board of Directors of the Railway were the last 
to leave, due to difficulties in securing Chinese visaes, and they toot 
with them thirty-four foreign through passengers who had been held 
up at Harbin. Before leaving on July 25th, Mr. Melnikoff made a 
hurried visit, which he and his Soviet friends tried to keep a secret 
to Changchun in company with Mr. Tsai Yun Sheng, Commissioner 
for Foreign Affairs and former 7'aoyin at Harbin. At this place he 
had a conference with General Chang Tso Hsiang, the Governor of 
Kirin Province, which lM)rders on Siiieria and which is exposed to a 
Soviet attack. It has been difficult to ascertain what happened at this 
conference, but it is pi-esumed that General Chang, indeiiendently of 
Nanking and, perhaps, Mukden as a whole, ma<le certain propositions, 
among them one that the General Manager of the Railway would be a 
Soviet citizen in accoivlance with tin? terms of the Soviet-Mukden 
Agreement of 1924. This is in accordance with a statement made by 
General Chang Ching Hui in an interview given by him on July 24th 
{Vide, despatch No. 1982, dated July 27th, to the Tjegation). On the 
day of his departure, Mr. Melnikoff visited the 89 prisoners arrested 
during the raid on his Consulate General, gave tliem Tx>cal $2,500 and 
some supplies, and promised them their speedy release. At the rail- 
way station, he told some of his acquaintances that he would see them 
again soon. Local Soviet affairs were turned over to Doctor G. Stobhe, 
the German Consul General. 

On July 22ik1. Mr. Li Shao Kenir, who was educated in Harbin 
Russian schools and who is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Railway, was appointed by Mr. Lii to assist Mr. Fan in the 
Administration of the Railway. He and Mr. Tsai left Harbin for 
Manchuria Station, a day’s immiey. on Jjily 29th to meet Mr. Melni- 
koff and to continue informal discussions with him. The first meet- 
ing was held on July 31st at a small station No. 86, a few miles 
from Manchuria Station, on the Chita Railway. Soviet troops and 
airplane.s maneuvered near the delegates in order to impress the 
Chinese visitors. Subsequent meetings were held at Manchuria Sta- 
tion on August Ist and 2nd. As far as can be learned at present, 
these^ meetings were devoted to informal discu.ssions about the ar- 
ranging of a conference, the mutnal withdi'awing of troops from the 
frontier and the restoring of through traffic. 
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On August 1st, the Soviet Foreign OiBce received a note from 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang containing a proposal that the present 
situation on the Railway be legalized, but omitting the proposal, 
previously made, that the General Manager be a Soviet citizen, ap- 
pointed by Moscow. The next day, Mr. Karehan gave out for 
publication his reply, which stated that the new proposals of the 
Mukden Government were contrary to the Soviet-Mukden Agreement 
and to its former proposals, and were unacceptable. This would 
indicate that either Nanking or General Chang on his own initiative 
had decided that Mr. Tsai had offered too favorable terms to the 
Soviet side. 

Mr. Ch’u Shao Yang, appointed Minister to Finland and, ostensibly, 
Nanking’s delegate to confer with the Soviet representatives at the 
border or in Moscow, arrived at Harbin in the morning of August 
5th and left in the evening of the same day for Manchuria Station, 
after spending a few hours here calling on the leading local officials. 
Upon his arrival at Manchuria Station the next day, he immediately 
had a conference with Messrs. Tsai and Li. 

It is believed that during his stay at that place, he did not succeed 
in arranging an interview with any Soviet representative, owing, 
according to one version, to the fact that the Soviet side desired to 
talk to a delegate of the Mukden Government and not of the Nanking 
Government, with which Soviet Russia never had any diplomatic 
relations, and, according to another version, to the fact that Mr. Ch’u 
wished to talk with a fully empowered Soviet delegate, which he 
claimed Mr. Melnikoff was not. Messrs. Ch’u, Tsai and Li returned to 
Harbin on August 15th, but were silent upon their arrival. 

, • - - i . . 

The situation at present is deadlocked. General Chang Tso Hsiang 
of Kirin, the outstanding leader in Manchuria, does not want war. 
Neither, really, does the Soviet side, but its intimidating actions on 
the frontier might precipitate graver troubles at any time. A breach 
appears to be widening between Mukden and Nanking over the man- 
ner in which to handle the situation which has arisen. If Chang 
Tso Hsiang should negotiate directly with the Soviet side, as he 
probably would like to do, yielding much, the Japanese could also 
claim the right to negotiate direct with Mukden and not with Nan- 
king in regard to questions in which they are interested. Mukden 
is in a quandary. A stiff front on the part of Nanking against the 
Soviet Regime wotdd place Manchuria in grave dangers from the 
Siberian side. For Mukden to negotiate over the head of Nanking, 
would subject the former to direct Japanese pressure and further 


“ L. M. Karakhan. 
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o.\plcHl« the theory that Maiichurin is liiikeii to China proper in 
unity. Mukden is therefore iorn iKjtween the fe«r.s of National ag- 
gression from the south and Soviet pre.ssure from the nortli. How 
its leaders will extidcate Manchuria from the present complicated 
situation, leaving their predominant position intact, is a problem 
which will be hard to solve. 

I liave [etc.] C. C. Hanson 


8C1.77 Chlno«<» 

The Seoretary of State to the Mhihter in China {M acMurmy) 

W.VHurNO’n>N, Augu.st 16, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

273. Press here <Iuring hust few day.s has Iwen printing I'eports 
from lientt'rs, London, Rengo, Japan, ujiil Nanking indicating occur- 
rence of border clashes of more or le.ss st*riou.s nature at Mancliuli, 
Blagoveschensk and Pogninichnaia. IMease ask Hai-bin to investigate 
and report as to facts. Among the.se rej»oi'ts has been one which 
apparently has it'ceived wide credence to the effect that Chinese have 
been marching Russian prisoners up and down streets of Harbin 
with bleeding face.s. Department would like to have information 
regarding this last repoi’t. 

Stimson 


8(J1.77 Ku«tt*rii/‘J14 ; T«»U*gnim 

TkeMirmter in China {MacMvi^ray) to the Secretary of State 

Pkumng, Au^L^ust 18, i{)2{> — noon. 

1 August 18 — 6 : 52 a, m.] 

727. Legation's 710, August 10 |,/41, P- Department's [273,] 
August 16, 6p. m. Following from the Americau CV>nsul in Harbin; 

'"^August 15, noon. Chu, Tsai and Li, Chinese delegaites, have left 
Manchuria Station evidently heeause tliev could no longez’ get in 
touch witli Soviet representatives ami art*, clue at Harbin this evening. 
Reliably reported that some Soviet cavalry spent one day near 
C^halainor mines and that airships flew over (^liinc^se territory. How- 
ever, [from?] investigation I know hotmdary there very indefinite. 
Also reported Soviet raids on several small Chinese villages across 
Argun and Amur Rivers for the purpose of securing food supplies. 
Most Chinese steamers luiw limit their sailing to Kiamusze for fear 
of being captured by Scndet troops. Chinese merchants .sending their 
goods from Manchuria Statifm and Suifenho where situation 
otherwise quiet.” 

MacMurrat 


“ Xot printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/215 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PEipiNd, August 18, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received 7 : 15 p. m.] 

[729.] Legation’s 727, August 18, noon. Following from the 
American Consul at Mukden : 

“August 17, noon. Have learned confidentially that a telegram has 
been received by the Government this morning that Soviet troops 
started bombarding Manchuria Station 3 o’clock this morning. Mat- 
ter being investigated; will report any further particulars obtained.” 

“August 17, 10 p. m. Referring to my despatch of August 17, noon. 
Official telegram from Tsitsihar received by Government this after- 
noon states that 10,000 Soviet troops with 30 field pieces and machine 
guns crossed border and attacked between Manchuli and Chalainor. 
Fifty Chinese soldiers killed. Semiofficial source states Mukden send- 
ing 40,000 troops north, half to western and half to eastern front.” 

MacMurray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/216 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray^ to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, August 18, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received August 19 — 1 : 25 a. m.] 
730. Legation’s 729, August 18, 2 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“August 17, 2 p. m. Reliable reports received to the effect that 
clashes have occurred with few casualties both sides between small 
detachments Chinese-Soviet troops near Manchuria Station and 
Suifenho. Heavy aircraft, Soviet artillery shooting taking place near 
both places evidently to intimidate Chinese.” 

MacMtjrrax 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/219 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray') to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 19, 1929 — ^noon, 
[Received 12 : 37 p. m.] 
732. Legation’s 731, August 19, 11 a. m.^^ Following in part from 
Reuter, Nanking, August 16th : 

“Referring to reports of Russian incursions into China border dis- 
tricts, Dr. Wang said that the Ministry so far had received no official 
reports but added ‘We are determined to resist to the limit of our ability 


Not printed. 
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if these raids continue for unless we are in the grip of the Communists 
or are conquered by them we must fight our invaders and’ he said 
‘China remains firm. The Russian associate managers of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway cannot be reinstated before the opening of negotia- 
tions. China’s only course is for the entire nation to unite and resist 
Red imperialism or perish in the grip of communism.’ ” 

MacMubrat 


8G1.77 Chinese Ea8tern/217 : Telegram 

ZAe Consul ab Hccrbin (Ilanson) to the Secretary of State 

Harbin, August 19, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Roc'eived August 11) — 8: 10 a. m. j 
Your [273,] August 16, 6 p. m., to the Legation. Small Soviet 
raiding parties have cla-shed with Chinese trooiis on Chinese ter- 
ritory near Manchuria Station, Lahasusu, Pogranichnaya, Chinp-gA 
casualties 200 so far. Report regarding Russian prisoners bleeding 
faces streets Harbin not true. However, individual Chinese soldiers 
acting badly toward Russian men, women. Reliably reported that 
Chinese military treating imprisoned and interned Ruasians cruelly. 
German Consul General attempting have this stopped. 

Hanson 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tern/245 

Memorandum by the Aseietant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[ Wahhinoton, 1 August 19, 1929. 

In the course of conversation today the Cliincsc Minister stated 
that he called on me not under instructions from his Government 
but merely because he thought he ouglit to keep us informed in the 
matter. He said that he had been informed by his Government that 
the reason for the rupture in the conversations which had been going 
on between Chinese and Russian representatives at Manclnili was 
due to the fact that the Russians had demanded the appointment 
of a Russian manager and a Russian assistant manager before nego- 
tiations could be commenced. The Chinese Mini.ster stated that such 
a demand was hardly reasonable, that the Chinese were perfectly 
willing to agree that such a point was a proper point for negotiation, 
but to demand it as a condition preceding negotiations was unthink- 
able from the Chinese point of view. 

I remarked that in reading the press accounts of thi.s matter I 
observed a conflict between the statement which he had made to the 
Associated Press and one which the Associated Press quoted C. T, 
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Wang as making. I read the statement appearing in the Washington 
Post of August 19, which stated that Minister Wu said that the cause 
of the disruption had been due to the Soviets’ demands for the rein- 
statement of the Soviet manager of the railway and his assistant, while 
the Associated Press report from Nanking of August 18, appearing in 
the New York Tim^s of August 19, quoted C. T. Wang as saying that 
“the Soviets tried to induce Chang Hsueh-liang, Manchurian war lord, 
to agree to the appointment of new Russian railway officials while the 
Sino-Russian preliminary conversations were under way. Chang re- 
fused, properly referring the question to Nanking. This Soviet pro- 
posal was unacceptable because it is the Nationalist Government’s 
decision to reject all Soviet proposals brought forth before the formal 
parley is convened. The Nationalist Government wants guarantees re- 
garding future Soviet actions before the Soviet presents any conditions 
concerning the settlement of the present issue.” I pointed out that 
in C. T. Wang’s statement it was indicated that the Soviets were 
prepared to send new appointees to take the place of those dismissed 
by the Chinese. The Chinese Minister stated that he had no reason 
to doubt this, that his information could be interpreted either way. 
I stated that it seemed to me that if the Soviets were prepared to 
accept this situation and appoint new personnel in the place of 
that dismissed by the Chinese, the Chinese had won quite a point 
and I could not see why this should be unacceptable to them as it 
would put the railway back into running order and lay the way to 
negotiation. The Minister stated that he could not agree with me, 
that such a condition was entirely unacceptable to his Government; 
that to accept it would be to admit that they were in the wrong 
which they were not prepared to admit. I stated once more that 
I thought this was rather overstating the case and could not see 
how this would be an admission of wrong on their part, as, on the 
contrary, it was an admission on the part of Russia that the Chinese 
had been right in firing the men. 

The Chinese Minister stated that the other matter he wanted to 
inform me about was that his Government had informed him that 
they had ordered 60,000 troops to the Chinese Eastern Railway for 
the purpose of policing the line ; that this did not mean they wanted 
war. He said there were still over 9,000 Russians employed on the 
line and many of these people were causing trouble by acts of sabo- 
tage and it was necessary for China to order the military to the 
line in order to protect it from those activities. I asked the Minister 
where things were leading in Manchuria and he said that the outlook 
was gloomy. 


NCeiiSOn] T. J[oe[nson] 
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Sfll.77 <’hlnc8e Ea8tern/;:47 

Memorandum by the AssMatit Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] August 19 , 1929 . 

The Chinese Minister in t!ie course of a conversation today told me 
that Ln Chung-lin, a very close friend and supjmrter of Feng Yu- 
hsiang, had been appointed and had accepted the position of Minister 
of Military Affairs. Ho reminded me that Lu Chung-lin had held 
this appointment just prior to the difficulties between the Central Gov- 
ernment and Feng. Obviously he intended me to infer from this 
statement that Feng and the Central Government were acting in 
harmony. 

N[ex:,son] T. J[ohnson] 


S61.77 Chlncso Ka«tern/228 

l^he Ckmene Minister {C. O. Wu) to the Secretary of State 

Washington, Atigust 19 , 1929 . 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose Iierewith for the infonnation of 
your Government a communication from my Government relating to 
the present controversy between China and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

Accept [.etc.] (^hao-chu Wti 

I Kxiclosure ] 

A COMISIUNICATION OF THE NatXONAE GoVI*2RNMKNT OF THE RbTOBLIO 

OP China to the SroNATtiRiEs of theTkkaty for the Rknunciation 

OP War 

On the 27th of May, 1929, the police heud(piarter.s of the Harbin 
special ai'ea, having received reliable reports that a propaganda con- 
ference of the Third International (Comintern) was to be held at the 
local Soviet consulate between 12 noon and 3 P. M. on that day, 
detailed a special force to conduct a search of the consulate premises. 
Over eighty pei'sons attended the conference, arul all w^ere placed 
under arrest. Forty-two are members of the Soviet consulate — such 
as Melnikoff, the Soviet Consul General; Znaminsky, the Soviet Vice 
Consul; and Kuznetzoff, tlie Soviet Consul General at Liaoning 
(Mukden). Thirty-nine are important officials of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, members of the Chinese Eastern Railway Labor 
Union, the Soviet Central Commercial Federation, the Soviet Mer- 
cantile Shipping Bureau, the Soviet Far Eastern Petroleum Bureau, 
and the Soviet Far Eastern National Trading Biu'eau, and com- 
munist leaders of the Harbin special area, Chita, Habai'ovsk and 
other centers along the same railway. Of these the most important 
leaders are : Zimbarevitch, Manager of the Far Eastern National 



CHXN]A 


289 


Trading Bureau; Taranoff, Inspector of the Mercantile Shipping 
Bureau; and Stankevitch, member of the Commercial Department of 
the Chinese Eastern Railway. All three are members of the North 
Manchuria Executive Committee under the direct control of Ha- 
barovsk. This Committee supervises the Chinese Eastern Railway 
Labor Union, the Young Men’s Communist Group, the Boys’ and 
Women’s Communist Groups and other organizations. 

Various documents and evidence of plots and conspiracy as well 
as propaganda material were discovered. Thirty-nine were taken 
to the police headquarters for detention and cross examination. 
Melnikoff and the other members of his staff were permitted to re- 
main in the consulate while Kuznetzoff was escorted back to 
Liaoning. 

A thorough examination of the arrested persons and the documents 
discovered in the premises revealed the fact that the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics was not only conducting communist propaganda 
in China but was actually pushing forward its secret plans to nullify 
China’s unification, to overthrow the Chinese Government, to organ- 
ize secret forces for destroying the Chinese Eastern Railway, and to 
carry out a policy of wholesale assassinations and thereby bring 
about a world- wide revolution. What is more, the Chinese Eastern 
Railway and the Soviet State enterprises and organizations were 
being utilized as bases for carrying out the nefarious schemes of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

In order to preserve peace and order and to nip the menace in the 
bud the local authorities felt compelled to adopt precautionary 
measures. On July 10, 1929, they dissolved the Labor Union of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, the Young Men’s Communist Group and 
the Boys’ and Women’s Communist Groups, and sealed up the offices 
of the Soviet Far Eastern National Trading Bureau, the Soviet 
Far Eastern Petroleum Bureau, the Soviet Mercantile Shipping 
Bureau, and the Soviet Central Commercial Federation. At the 
same time Emshanoff and Ezomentov Soviet Manager 

and Assistant Manager respectively of the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
as well as sixty important communist leaders of the Labor Union 
were dismissed and taken to the frontier owing to their abuse of the 
special position in the railway and their participation in the plots 
and conspiracy against the safety of the railway. 

Article VI of the Sino-Soviet Agreement of 1924 provides as 
follows : 

‘^The Governments of the two contracting parties mutually pledge 
themselves not to permit within their respective territories the exist- 
ence and/or activities of any organizations or groups whose aim is 
to struggle by acts of violence against the Governments of either 
contracting party.” 
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“The Governments of the two contracting parties further pledge 
themselves not to engajje in propaganda directed against the prtitic^ 
and social systems of either contracting party.” 

The facts being as above stated, it is clear that the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics has violated the entire treaty stipulation. Since 
the Soviet manager and assistant manager and other important oflSi- 
cials of the Chinese Eastern Railway as well as the Uabor Union and 
other unions of the railway and other Soviet State enterprises and 
organizations have not only carried on propaganda directed against 
the political and social ^stem of China but also conspired to over- 
throw the Chinese Government, to destroy the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, and to perpetrate other outrages, the Chinese Government was 
constrained by the urgency of the situation to maintain the integrity 
of the agreement and adopt precautionary measures in pursuance 
of the treaty undertaking of the two Governments that they would 
not “permit within their respective territories the e.xistence and/or 
activities of any organizations or groups whose aim is to struggle by 
acts of violence against the Government of either contracting party”. 
And since these precautions are justified by the above-cited agree- 
ment, the Chinese Government was under no obligation to consult 
the Soviet Government beforehand nor was it able so to do. The 
action taken against the Soviet manager and assi.stant manager of 
the Chinese Eastern Raihvay in consequence of their participation 
in the above-mentioned plots is amply warranted by the same treaty 
provisions and has no connection whatsoever with the question of 
the right of administrative control over the railway. 

Moreover ever since 1927 repeated Soviet attempts have been 
unearthed in. northern and southern China to conduct communist 
propaganda from the vantage points of the Soviet embassy, con- 
sulates, and state enterprises and organizations, to use the revenue 
of the Chinese Eastern Railway for supplying jhinds to the counter 
revolutionary elements in China, to overthrow the Chinese Govern- 
ment, and to destroy China’s political and social system. The docu- 
ments and evidence found recently in the Soviet consulate at Harbin 
establishes the further fact that important Soviet officials of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway are important communi.st leaders for con- 
ducting such propaganda. Under the cover of their special status 
as railway employees and relying upon the support of the Labor 
Union to tighten their hold upon the railway, they have conspired 
to obstruct the ^ooth working of the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
sacrificed its true interests and endangered the safety of China. 

Confi-onted by these accumulated facts and evidence the Chinese 
Government cannot but feel the gravest concern for the future of the 
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railway. It can only wait for the Soviet Government to awake to 
a full realization of that Government’s responsibility and together 
with it to devise a fundamental solution in accordance with the pro- 
visions of their agreement so that a recurrence of the attempt by 
Soviet nationals to abuse their employment in the railway and re- 
enact the same incidents as those recently discovered may be obviated 
and the safety of the railway preserved. In that way communica- 
tions between Europe and Asia may be maintained uninterruptedly. 

The precautionary measures adopted by the Chinese Government 
had been called forth by the conspiracy of the Soviet manager and 
assistant manager and other important employees of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway and other Soviet state groups acting in direct viola- 
tion of Article VI of the Agreement of 1924. Yet in the note dated 
July 13th received from the Soviet Government the measures adopted 
by the Chinese Government in pursuance of the above mentioned 
agreement were characterized as calculated to abrogate the existing 
agreement and to seize the Cliinese Eastern Railway, In addition 
the precautions adopted by China to combat the plots of the 
employees of the railway acting in violation of the agreement were 
purposely lumped together with the question of the administrative 
control over the railway so as to whitewash the illegal acts of offi- 
cials of the Soviet Government, the railway, and other state groups 
and organizations and thereby disclaim the responsibility of treaty 
violation. Furthermore in utter disregard of the actual facts a reply 
was demanded to be given within a stated number of days. 

The Soviet Government was well aware that the Soviet employees 
had been removed from their posts because of their acts in contra- 
vention of the agreement and yet it demanded that China restore the 
status quo. The Soviet Government was well aware that the thirty- 
nine communists had been arrested because of their conspiring in 
the Harbin Soviet consulate to conduct Soviet propaganda against 
China’s own safety and yet it demanded their release. Finally the 
Soviet Government insisted on satisfaction being given to its pro- 
posals although unjustified by the facts as a condition for holding a 
conference to settle the various outstanding questions in connection 
with the Chinese Eastern Railway and thus compelled the Chinese 
Government into adopting a defensive position. 

In conformity with its traditional, peaceful and liberal policy, 
however, the Chinese Government replied on the I7th of the same 
month according to the actual facts of the case. The language of 
China’s reply was couched in all sincerity and it was hoped that the 
Soviet Government would realize its mistakes and make amends for 
its improper acts. Moreover in response to the Soviet suggestion 
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that tlie Cliiiiese Charge d’Atruires in Moscow l>e authorized to settle 
the outstanding questions in connection with the Chinese Eastern 
Railway the Chinese Government stated that it would instruct its 
Charge d’Affaires to return to Mo£K*ow and discuss with the Soviet 
Foreign Office a reasonable and legal solution of such questions. 

Unfortunately the Soviet Government chose to persist in its arro- 
gant attitude and employ misrepresentation for whitewashing the 
actual facts. On the 18th of July it declared, first, that it would 
recall its embassy and consular staffs, second, that it would recall 
its nationals who were serving in the Chinese Eastern Ruilw'ay, third, 
that it would sever railway communication between China and Soviet 
Russia, and fourth, that China should immediately withdraw her 
embassy and consular staffs from Soviet territory. Such action on 
the part of the Soviet Government constitutes a gross violation of the 
Sino-Soviet Agreement, a contemptuous disregard for international 
good faith, a wnlful juggling of the actual facts, a misrepi*esentation 
of the true intent contained in China’s reply, and a calculated design 
to bring about the present situation which has x-esulted in a severance 
of international communication. The responsibility for such a situa- 
tion should be shouldered entirely by the Soviet Government. 

According to the reports of the frontier officials the Soviet Govern- 
ment has been despatching and preparing active troops to be dis- 
tributed along the Chinese border and indulged in rifle shooting by 
way of threat and also sent aeroplanes to reconnoiti'e over China’s 
territory. Should .such acts of provocation on the part of the Soviet 
Government result in unavoidable clashes arising out of China’s de- 
termination to defend her own rights the responsibility for disturb- 
ing the peace of the world must entirely rest with the Soviet Goverir- 
ment. In a manifesto issued to the public on tlie 19th of July the 
Chinese Government declared that it would employ its entire strength 
within the scope of self-defence to act up to the spirit of the treaty 
for the renunciation of war and woidd persevere in the maintenance 
of that attitude. 

In the renunciation of w'ar, it will, apai't from preserving its terri- 
torial sovereignty and adopting precautionary measures of self-defence 
against external invasions, strictly abide by article II of the Treaty 
for the Pacific Settlement of International Dispute.s. Consequently 
the Chinese Government whether now or in the future is ready at any 
time within the limits of possibility to discuss and settle with the 
Soviet Government the disputes induced by a misrepresentation of 
facts on the part of the Soviet Goverament. 





293 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/230 

MemoranduTTb hy the Secretary of State 

[Washin-gton,] August 20, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister asked for an interview at twelve o’clock. 

1. He told me that he had brought to me the note which he had 
discussed with Mr. Cotton during my absence ten days ago; that 
his government had decided to make it public as we had suggested, by 
communicating it to the various signatories of the Kellogg Pact; that 
he was finding some difficulty in doing this because China did not have 
diplomatic relations with many of those signatories, but that his note 
was being given out, as I recall it, to certain capitals like London, 
Paris and others, and that he, Dr. Wu, was distributing it among 
his colleagues here from other countries. He said that his country 
would welcome any assistance in making it public. I asked him if he 
wished to have us give it to the press. He told me that he did. 

2. He told me that he wished to repeat to me what he had told Mr. 
Johnson, namely, that his country was mobilizing 60,000 troops to 
protect their frontier. I asked him what the purpose of mobilizing 
was, as to whether it was to protect the frontier or the railway and 
he told me that the report which he had from his government did not 
say which. He afterwards told me that these troops were Manchurian 
troops, local troops, and not from the South of the Wall. 

3. He told me that his government had directed him to bring to the 
notice of this Government a direct violation of Chinese territory result- 
ing in casualties to Chinese troops which was contained in the report 
from Chang Hsueh Liang, who is in command of the Army of Man- 
churia. This report from Chang Hsueh Liang was dated August 19 
and was to the effect that the Russians having designs on Dalainor 
in order to cut the Chinese [Eastern] Railway between Manchuli and 
Hailar had made an attack on the afternoon of August 16 at 3 : 30 upon 
Dalainor. The attack had begun at 3 : 30 and lasted until 7 : 30. The 
Chinese lost one platoon commander and twenty-five men killed, and 
one company commander, one platoon commander and between twenty 
and thirty men wounded. That same night at 3:30 a. m., on the 
morning of the I7th at the Dalainor Mines Russian forces opened 
artillery attack which was still going on on the date of the report. 
The Nanking Government had replied to Chang Hsueh Liang to go no 
further than self defense actually required. 

4. Minister Wu said that he himself had communicated directly 
with Chang Hsueh Liang and that the latter had stated that there 
were repeated incursions of Russians across the line, but that he was 
keeping his troops in control pursuant to instructions from Nanking. 

Supra, 

Joseph P. Cotton, Undersecretary of State. 
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5. Minister Wu bad received -word from a Chinese news agency that 
1,000 Chinese were being forcibly compelled to dig trenches and do 
other military work in the maritime provinces which includes 
Vladivostok. 

I asked Minister Wu how about the White Russians and he admitted 
that Chang Hsueli Liang had White Russians enlisted in his forces 
much as the French had the Foreign Legion. There were also many 
White Russians in that entire country who, being without means of 
support had become little better than bandits, but this was a situation 
which had lasted for several years and he did not think that any of 
the despatches to the press had reported that any organized Chinese 
forces had transgressed the Siberian border. This was said in response 
to a statement of mine that it was very difficult for neutral observers 
to distinguish between the rights and wrongs of border skirmishes 
and that in case the situation came down to a conflict brought on in 
that way it was very difficult for neutral observers to form a clear 
opinion as to which country was in the right. I took occasion again 
to point out the importance in this respect of governmental action by 
China in clearing her skirts for the original impression she had given 
of being wrong in regard to the Chinese Eastern Railway. He 
admitted that public impression had been given and asked me again 
what could be done. I told him that there must be many ways of 
making clear the difference between China protecting herself against 
propaganda on the one hand and infringing the Ruasinn rights in the 
railroad management on the other, and that it seemed to me she ought 
to be able to make some public disclaimer of anything like the latter 
intention and to make an offer which would make this clear. 


801.77 Chinese Eastern/221 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

}■ « Peiping, August 20, 1929 — 10 a. in. 

I Received August 20 — 7 : 04 a. m.] 
737. My 730, August 18, 0 [4] p. m- Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“August 19, 4 p. m. Customs reports from Taheiho state Chinese 
military are about to evacuate from that place and that raiding 
parties, presumably Soviet, are crossing the Amur and pillaging on 
Chinese side.” 


MacMtjrbay 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/222 ; Telegram 

The Mirdster in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 20, 1929 — 11 a. m, 
[Eeceived August 20 — 7 : 10 a. m.] 
738. My 729, August 18, 2 p. m. Following from American Con- 
sul at Mukden : 

“August 19, 11 p. m. According to official information, fighting 
occurred night of l7th Tungning, south of Suifenho, which was 
evacuated next morning upon arrival 1,400 Russian cavalry and in- 
fantry with artillery and machine guns. Russians withdrew this 
morning upon appearance Chinese reinforcements. Telegraphic and 
radio communication with Suifenho interrupted since last night. 
Russian troops reported to have withdrawn from Chalainor. Reports 
indicate that Russian troops are raiding rather than occupying Chi- 
nese territory. Reported that they seize foodstuffs.” 


MacMurray 


861.77 Chinese Ea stern /229 : Telegram 

The Consul at Geneva {Blake) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Geneva, August 20, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 1:35 p. m.] 

A responsible member of the League of Nations Secretariat who is 
always closely in touch with the Far Fast states that the Chinese- 
Russian situation is growing more acute and that consideration is 
being given some action by the League. No individual European 
state, in his opinion, is in a position, owing to the unsatisfactory state 
of relations with Russia, to offer effective intervention. He advo- 
cates the League’s acting prudently but firmly on a basis exclusively 
of the supple provisions in paragraph 1, article 11, and not articles 
10 or 17,®^ Should a crisis arise within the next few days, a 
special session of the lieague Council might be convened, with the 
support of the government representatives now at The Hague, rather 
than at the request of a single member. Should the crisis be de- 
layed, the Council could consider the matter at its next regular 
session. 

Some doubt is felt regarding Washington’s attitude in case of 
intervention by the League. The Secretariat member mentioned 
personally believes a frank appeal for cooperation in the interest of 
peace should be made to the United States by four or five members 
of the Council. 

Buaxb 


Malloy, Treaties, 1910-1923, vol. m, pp. 3329, 3389, 3341. 
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SOI. 77 Chinest* Kastern/234 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {Ma^iMurTray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 21, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received August 21 — 10 : 31 a- m.] 

742. My 739, August 20, noon.®* Following from American Con- 
sul at Harbin: 

“August 20, 1 p. m. Customs reports from Pogranichnaya states 
Tungning occupied by regular Soviet troops; other reports state it 
is occupied by iri’egular troops consisting of Koreans, Buriats and 
Magyars who form front-line Soviet troops. Locomotive mail train 
near Pogranichnaya, August 20th, blown up by bomb but train not 
damaged. Chinese Commissioner of Foreign Affairs [at] Taheiho 
has telegraphed all consuls complaining against raids into Chinese 
territory by alleged forces of Soviet side ■\\mom he accuses of violat- 
ing international law.” 

MaoMubrat 


861. 77 Chinese Ka8tern/238 : Telegrflm 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretan/ of State 

Peiping, August 22, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received August 22 — 10 : 42 a. m.®®] 

747. Legation’s 742, August 21, 7 p. m. [// a. mS] Following from 
Tass Agency, Moscow, August 20th : 

‘‘Owing to the frequent attacks on Soviet territory by Russian 
White Guard detachments organized on Chinese territory and owing 
to the information of the Chinese press alleging that Soviet troops 
are attacking Chinese troops, the Foreign Commissariat of the U. S. 
S. R. gave to the German Embassy yesterday the following statement 
for submission to the Nanking and Mukden Governments: 

In the note of July 13 regarding the seizure of the Chinese East- 
ern Railway the Soviet Government mentioned the fact of the 
mobilization and despatch of Manchurian forces and the concentra- 
tion of White Guard detachment[s] at the U. S. S. R. boixler. The 
note energetically and timely warned the Chinese Government against 
the further advance [ omission?] of the Soviet Government’s pacific 
character. The Chinese authorities however failed to heed this warn- 
ing. The formation and arming of White Guard detachments for 
raids and attacks on the border troops and the Soviet civil population 
continued with greater intensity and immediately after the rupture 
of the U. S. S. R. relations with China the said detachments developed 
its activities, shooting on and raiding Soviet lerritoi'y. The Soviet 
border troops have for a long time refrained from taking counter 

^Not printed; it repeated telegram of August 19, from the Consul at Harbin, 

p. 286. 

Telegram in four sections. 
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measures and as a result the raids and attacks on Soviet territory have 
gained in frequency, causing many killed and wounded on the Soviet 
side.” 

The statement here enumerates seven alleged instances of attacks 
and raids upon Soviet territory between July 18th and August 10th 
and concludes as follows : 

“The various crossings of the border by the Red army were the 
results of raids on Soviet territory made by Russian White Guards 
and Chinese detachments and especially the estimation of the White 
Guards organizations having ulterior motives by the Chinese author- 
ities creates the menace at the border and indicates the dangerous 
situation caused by the deeds of the Chinese authorities. 

Doing the utmost to prevent the crossing of the border by Soviet 
troops the Soviet Government holds that the Chinese authorities 
must disarm the White Guard detachments and prevent all possible 
raids on Soviet territory by Chinese forces. 

Otherwise the guilt of further complications caused by new raids 
will be entirely of the Nanking and Mukden Governments.” 

MaoMukrax 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/242 : Telegram 

The Mimster in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 22, 1929 — ^7 p. m. 

[Received 10 : 29 p. m.] 

749. Legation’s 742, August 21, 11 a. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin: 

“August 21, 4 p, m. Nothing special to report from frontier. Fan 
Chi-kuan informed me today he is worried regarding danger of ter- 
rorist acts on railway line which may cause employees refuse to 
operate trains. Moving locomotives, not trains, appear to be objects 
[of] attacks [by] terrorists. Fan also said movement about 50,000 
Fengtien troops via Taonanfu will commence tomorrow. Concen- 
tration camps established suburbs near and across Sungari River from 
Harbin. 

German Consul General states that condition of prisoners was bad 
but that as a result of his representations Chinese authorities now 
allow food and comforts to be brought to prisoners by their relations 
and today moved 500 men and women to more roomy quarters across 
the river. According to the German Consul General, 39 prisoners ar- 
rested in raid on Soviet Consulate General on May 27th for some time 
went on hunger strike, as a result of which all are weak and two quite 
ill. He has requested prison doctor to care for them. Procurator 
assured him these prisoners will learn by end of this week whether 
they will be held longer for trial or freed. No formal trial held nor 
other legal action has been taken. It appears that the Chinese defend 
their callous attitude toward Russian prisoners by retorting that 
Chinese in Siberia, especially at Vladivostok, are being cruelly 
treated by Russians.” 


MaoMitbray 
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861.77 Chinese Bafltern/244 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMup^ay) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 28, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 9:25 p. m.®®] 

751. My 749, August 22, 7 p. m. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin : 

“August 22, 4 p. m. Customs reports state so-called Soviet detach- 
ments approached Chalainor and removed their dead. Most Chinese 
merchants have left Manchuria Station, remainder have been re- 
quested by military to make contribution to Chinese soldiers who are 
uncomfortable sitting in wet trenches. Tungning now in possession 
of Chinese. Officials state regular Soviet troops, other reporte state 
brigands who burned half of the town. Chinese people very panic 
stricken and Chinese military fear an immediate attack there and 
difficulty civilian evacuation in the event of destruction of Chinese 
Eastern Railway’s roadbed. Small bands Russian [appai‘ent omis- 
sion] terrorists or brigands operating north and south of Pogranich- 
naya. Some togetlier with the Soviet aircraft have appeared near the 
Muling coal mines which have requested military protection. Chinese 
gunboats have retired to Fuchin. Management of mines at Koshan 
reports armed band approa<‘hing that place oveidund from Chinese 
village Lopeh on right bank Amur River, The Chinese side of Amur 
is unprotected from Lahasusu to Moho a distance of 1,000 miles except 
at Tiiheiho where there are 3,000 Chinese soldiers in precarious condi- 
tion as no reinforcements nor supplies can n^ach them by river or by 
road from Tsitsihar which is nractically impassable on account of 
floods. In my opinion no actual warfare has begun and Soviet object 
at present appears to be to force coal mines at Chalainor, Koshan, 
Muling stop supplying coal to railway and to intimidate railway 
employees by acts of terrorism in order to paralyze work of line. 
Chaos on the railway and raids and threats of war would I'esult in 
further losses to Chinese merchants who have already lost about ten 
million dollars. 

Only other source of coal is Japanc^se Fushun mines. Wood could 
be used but train service would have to be cui’tailed. Japanese Consul 
General for unexpressed reasons extremely curious to know whether 
I considered a state of vrar existed- I informed him I did not.” 

MacMxjbray 


861.77 Cbinese Bastern/260 : Telegram 

The Minister i/n China {MacMurray') to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 23, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 11 ; 35 p. m.®®] 
752- In conversation with the Japanese Charge d’AfTaires yester- 
day, Horinouchi informed me as follows : 


Telegram In three sections. 
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1. On August 16th Karakhan informed the Japanese Ambassador 
at Moscow that the Soviet Government had no intention of invading 
Chinese territory and that it was for the present simply watching 
developments. The Japanese Ambassador received the impression 
that Karakhan was at a loss as to what measures he should take ; it 
was also a fact that the Chinese Minister at Berlin had a consultation 
and sought on this occasion, through the medium of the German Gov- 
ernment, to arrange for preliminary informal negotiations but that 
these overtures had been rejected because of the apprehension of the 
Soviet Government that its consent to hold such informal discussions 
might be misinterpreted as evidence of a willingness on its part to 
hold unconditional negotiations without a return to the statics quo 
ante. See Legation’s 673, August 5, 6 p. m. 

2. On August 20th the Chinese Minister at Tokio in an interview 
with Baron Shidehara stated that the Soviet troops had, from their 
own territory, bombarded Chalainor, apparently with the purpose of 
cutting railway communications between Manchouli and Hailar. 
The Chinese had suffered about fifty casualties. Nanking had, how- 
ever, instructed that a calm attitude should be maintained and that 
defensive measures only should be taken. (See Legation’s 729, Au- 
gust 18, 2 p, m.) The Chinese Minister also remarked that his 
Government was determined that a Russian should not be appointed 
as general manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway. Shidehara 
thereupon inquired whether this meant that the Chinese Government 
considered the 1924 agreement null and void; but he did not receive a 
satisfactory answer from the Minister who stated that he would have 
to refer the question to his Government. 

3. Japanese Charge d’Affaires also stated that Minister Yoshizawa 
(who left Peiping August 21st, for home) would be replaced as Min- 
ister by Sadao Saburi, formerly technical adviser on the Cus- 
toms Conference®® and recently Counselor of Embassy at London. 
Yoshizawa would in the near future be appointed Ambassador to 
France. The above appointments although decided upon have not 
yet been officially announced. 

MaoMtjbrat 


8G1. 77 Chinese Eastern/306 

The Ambassador in Gennany {^Schurncan?^ to the Seoii^etary of State 

No. 4823 BERniisr, August 23, 1929. 

[Received September 9.] 

Sir: Supplementing telegram No. 146 of August 13, 2 p. m. on 
developments in the Chinese Eastern Railway conflict as known in 


Peking, 1925-26. 
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Berlin, I have the honor to report that the Soviets were duly 
acquainted by the Germans with the fact that the CJhinese Minister 
in Berlin had asked their a<lviee respecting a ‘‘face-saving formula” 
Avhich would settle tlie conflict. The Chinese Minister was aware 
that the Russians would l>e so informed. 

The Foreign Office understands that the Chinese have made direct 
appi'oaches to the Russians from various quaxTers with a view to 
opening negotiations an<l tlint the Russians have returned first nega- 
tive answers and then none at all. 

During an informal conversation yesterday with a member of this 
Embassy, the principal official at the Foreign Office in charge of 
Russian and Far Eastern affaii’S said that the conflict appeared to 
have entered upon what would probably pi'ove to be a tedious period 
of oriental jockeying and baigaining. The Russians wished their 
demands fulfilled l>efox'e formal negotiations began. The Chinese 
Tvished to begin negotiations, after which they might be ready to 
concede a great deal since it w^ould not then be so apparent to their 
people that they had had to surrender. 

It was the opinion of this official that one way or another a peaceful 
solution would in the end be found. Neither side was ready to fight. 
As Avas known, the German Government had delivered a Chinese 
note of protest to the Soviets and a Soviet note of protest to the 
Chinese. No doubt there would be more mutual recrimination but 
not a war. 

Conditions on the Chinese-Russian frontier wex’C undoubtedly 
disturbed and to some extent dangerous l)ut the reports of troop 
concentrations and armed conflicts had to be accepted with the great- 
est I'eserve. A telegram had just come from the German Legation 
in China saying that there were no such numbers of Chinese tx'oops 
on the frontier as some I’ecent press reports would indicate. 

Over against this view of the German Foreign Office it may be 
well to add that in a personal letter received this moxming by a mem- 
l)er of the Embassy^ Mr. Walter Duranty, the New York TinM 
cori'espondent at Moscow, speaks very definitely of a still continuing 
danger of war. 

I haA’^e [etc.] Jacoia Goth^d SciitTKMAK 


861.77 Chinese Eji stern /255 : Telegram 

Th-e Minififer in China {MacMuywm/) to the See ret ary of State 


Pkipino, August 25, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 11:28 p. m.] 

757. Following from American Consul at Nanking: 

1. “August 22, 7 p. m. With I'efercnce to Si no-Russian military 
skirmishes noAv occurring, Wang has told me that ‘Russia is only 
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bluffing, but wo mean business\ Since Wang\s attitude must nat- 
urally oe governed by military opinion [, it?J may indicate belief 
on the part of Chiang Kai-shih that Russia does not contemplate 
serious military action. 

There is now a surprising slackness of public interest at Nanking 
concerning Manchurian crisis. Chinese officials here appear un- 
disturbed.” 

2. “Aug. 21 [, noon ?] . Wang informed me this morning that in re- 
sponse to inquiry through Berlin the Russian Government had denied 
issuance of orders leading to disturbances on the Sino-Russian fron- 
tier; that Russia had offered through Berlin to open negotiations 
for the settlement of Chinese Eastern Railway dispute upon the 
basis of gradual redemption by China of Russia’s share in railway 
covered by bond issue, provided Chinese would agree to immediate 
appointment of Russian railway manager. Wang said he had replied 
that Chinese would willingly negotiate for redemption of Russia’s 
share in Chinese Railway as well as agree to appointment of Russian 
railway manager. 

Wang said that, while there were possibilities of coming in military 
conflict with Russia, he did not consider the danger of such chance 
to be imminent, that the Government had ordered 60,000 troops from 
Mukden to the proximity of the border as reserve for use in defense 
in the event of emergency, and that the troops which had been 
moved north for use against Feng Yu-hsiang were in readiness for 
action.” 

MacMijeray 


861.77 Chinese Easteru/256 ; Telegram 

The Minister in O Ivina {TSIacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, August 26, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received August 26 — 11 : 14 a. m.] 

759. Legation’s 758, August 25, 5 p. m.*^^ Following from Kuo Wen 
News Agency, Nanking, August 23 : 

“Last night’s meeting of the Government Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee was changed to an informal conference. Among those present 
were Mr. Hu Han-min, Sun Fo and Dr. C. T. Wang. After a 
lengthy discussion it was decided that the Government should con- 
tinue its present policy of seeking a settlement of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway dispute by peaceful means but that precautionary methods 
[7neasures?^ should be taken, in view of the daily incursions of Red 
troops into Chinese territory. 

After the meeting closed, a long telegram was sent to Marshal 
Chang Hsueh-liang and General Ho Chen§-chun, ordering them to co- 
operate in the discussion of measures against Russia.” 

MacMurray 


•IT 


Not printed. 
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B6l.t7 CbJuesi' Ka8t©rn/261 

Mem^rmidmn by the t^eerefary of Staii* 

1 Wasiiinoton;] August 26, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador came in at my request in regard to the 
Manchiiriaii situation. He told me that he had just received from the 
Japanese Foreign Office a message from Mtikdeii to the effect that on 
August 24, Mr. tlie personal representati%*e of Chiung Kai Shek, 
had told the memliers of the staff of the Japanese Consul General 
in Mukden that China liad decided to accept in principle the restora- 
tion of the status ante in respect to the position of the general 
manager and assistant general manager of the Chinese Eastern Bail- 
way property provided that this did not mean the restoration of the 
same Russian general manager and assistant general manager who 
were formerly in cliarge. They said that Mr. Knishunov, the former 
manager, was not acceptable to them. Mr. Ho, the authority for 
this information, was the i^preseutative of Chiang Kai Shek at the 
Tsinanfu negotiations, so the Ambassatlor said. 

In the second place, the Ambassador had a cable from Tokyo to 
the effect that on August 25 the Chine.se Foreign Minister, Mr. C. T. 
Wang, had informed the Japanese Consul (huu'ral at Shanghai that 
conversations between China and Ruasia are steadily progressing 
and that according to the opinion of C. T. Wang formal negotiations 
might l)e held in tin* course of t»ne or two weeks. Debuchi himself 
guesses that the conversations are now going on at Berlin. 

Third. From these despaUdies, as well as from genei*al information, 
Debuchi is optimistic. So far as the territorial situation is concerned 
he believes that no territory of either nation has been invaded by 
the forces of the other. He believes that there has been no clash 
between their forces except at Dalainor (Jalainor. '^riialainor). He 
basi\s this in part ui)()n the fact that when the (Jliinese Minister in 
Tokyo came to announce to Baron Shidehara, the Japanese Foreign 
Minister, the clash at Dalainor he admitted to Shideliara that no 
Chinese territory had been invaded. 

Debuchi commented on the despatches to the effect that 60,000 
Chinese troops w^ere being sent in to Manchuria to reinforce the 
frontier. He does not believe that this is true. Among other reasons 
he does not think that the pi'escnt Governor of Manchuria®® wants 
to have southern troops in Manchuria. 

I told him I was very glad to have this information and that I 
regarded the news about the restoration of the statmi quo ante as 
particularly important and that it followed the line of the representa- 
tions which I had made to Dr. Wu. 

"“Presumably Gen. Ho Cbeng-clmn. 

* Presumably Marshal Ohang: Hslieh-lianji:, 
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I told him that his report about Dalainor rather followed my own 
conclusions because that was the only clash which had been reported 
to me by the Chinese. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/259 

Memorandum hy the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] August 26, 1929. 

The British Ambassador called at my request and I had a long 
talk with him on the subject of the Chinese-Russian situation. I 
asked him if he could tell me what he had heard from his Govern- 
ment in regard to our former discussion on July 25 He told me 
that he had only had a telegram to the effect that they thought that 
no answer to my aide memoire was necessary because the conferences 
between China and Russia immediately commenced and also because 
they feared that the two nations, particularly Russia, would resent 
any suggestion of a neutral manager of the railroad. He said that 
Russia felt so alone and separated from every one else that his 
Government felt she would resent any outside mediation. 

We then discussed the historical situation, working it out in the 
course of a long conversation. I told him I had sent for him not 
with the idea of having any message sent to his Government but 
to get such views and information as he could give me in working 
out my own opinion as to a difficult situation, I told him that it 
looked now as if Russia was making up her mind toward the eventu- 
ality of war ; that this course might be wrong but that it was the sum 
total of the news which we could gather from both ends of the line, 
not only from our representatives in Manchuria but from the reports 
of observations picked up in regard to the attitude of Moscow both 
from the press and from statements of our representatives in sur- 
rounding countries, particularly Germany and France. In summing 
up the actions of the two parties, we agreed (1) that China had been 
guilty of an initial wrong in her action toward the railroad; (2) 
she had been also wrong in afterwards refusing to make amends and 
restoring the status quo, but (3) that neither of these actions would 
justify an act of war upon China, particularly after she had solemnly 
sworn in the Kellogg Pact to settle such controversies only by pacific 
means. I told him of my efforts through Wu to persuade China to 
make amends. Sir Esme suggested that if Russia should go to war 
and invade Manchuria, particularly if China could be persuaded to 
offer to restore the status quo, Russia would be so clearly in the 
wrong that it would probably be easy to eventually rally public 

” See telegram No. 248, July 26, to the Minister in China, p. 247. 

See footnote 21, p. 242. 
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opinion of the otlier nations of the world to put an embargo on 
trade with her and thus cheek her niilitury operations. I a«1ro^ 
if there was any way by wiiieii, without formality but in the manner 
which he and I had disi-us.sed here, we eouhl fiml out -whether his 
Government felt as wo <Hd on the thjx*e propositions above and if 
they had any suggestions as to what we couhl do in the situation par 
ticularly in regard to getting China t<i take any step wiiich would 
clarify the Hituataoiu finally said that he would try to draft a 
niessage for his Government ami bring it around to me this evening 
about a: ao to see whether I luid any stiggestions or corrections to 
make in it. 


.Sfll.77 ChlnoBO EaHrt»pn/*J57 : Teh^u^am 

The Minister in China (MacMnrnrt/) to the Seerciary of State 

I^KipiNQ, August 26, 1929—4 p. m. 

[R<*f<'jved August 26 — 1 : 30 p. m.] 

26, noon, paragraph 2. Japanese 
Uiargti <lAffaii-es informs me that Wang told Japanese Consul 
General at Shanghai yesterday that he expected negotiations -with 
Soviet Government to take place within n wwk or two but that he had 
no definite plan whether at Ilerlin or some other place. Wang would 
not commit himself with regard to the appointment of a Russian 
^*iuu-al manager of the railway, Init an important member of the 
Chinese Government at Nanking intimated to tlie Japanese Consul 
m that city that the Chinese would agree to a Russian manager. 
Japanese Charge d’Affnires said that within the last few <lays Nan- 
king had sent instructions to Mukden of a more conciliatory character 
and that it was his impression that the Nanking Government was 
prej^red to take a less tinyiehling attitude than hitherto, in view of 
the Government feeling tliat it could not count with certainty upon 
the allegiance of Feng and other militarv leaders nominally sub- 
ordinate to it. 

MacMubrat 


><<>1.77 (’hin-oso KRst(>rn/27.*J 

The Bnt Jfch A?nhaf<nador (Iloward) to the Serreteny of State 

Washincjtox, August 26, 1929. 

I In accordance with your wish I enclose 

herewith copy of the telegram which I have despatched to the Foreign 
ice Of ay regarding our conversations of this morning and this 
afternoon. 

Yours very truly, 


Esme Howard 
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[Enclosure] 

Gofy of Telegram From the British Ambassador {Howard) to the 
British Foreign Offtee on August 1929 

Secretary of State told me this morning that reports of military 
preparations by Russia against China were causing him and the 
President the most serious concern. The President felt that some- 
thing should be done to maintain the sanctity of the Kellogg Pact 
which, if Russia, one of the signatories thereto, were now to violate 
it, would clearly lose much of its weight and importance in the opin- 
ion of the world on which it really rested. The question was what 
should be done? He understood that when he originally proposed 
suggesting to both parties a procedure similar to that adopted in the 
Bolivia Paraguay dispute, other governments felt that the moment 
was not ripe as Russia and China seemed to be getting together. 
Now, however, the situation was very threatening and he would like 
to know whether His Majesty’s Government did not agree that some 
action was not required in order to avert if possible a great disaster 
for which, if they remained passive, original signatories of the Kjbl- 
logg Pact might be blamed. The situation as he saw it was this. The 
Chinese Government by expelling Russian Officials of the Eastern 
Railway had committed a first offence and by. ref using the Russian 
preliminary conditions for negotiations that Russian officials should 
be reinstated according to Treaty, they had committed a second, but 
neither of these would justify Russia, who had declared herself de- 
termined under the Kellogg Pact to renounce war and settle all dis- 
putes by peaceful means, in resorting to arms. It seemed therefore 
to the Secretary of State that if China were to offer not indeed to 
reinstate the late Russian Manager and other officials who were under 
the imputation of having abused their position, but to permit other 
Russians, who are not under suspicion, to take up these appointments, 
Russia would be certainly condemned by world opinion if she resorted 
to war and it would then be open for the signatories of the Pact 
to discuss what further measures should be taken. In any case, how- 
ever, world opinion on which the Kellogg Pact rested would have 
been definitely mobilized against the country which first committed 
an act of war. Secretary of State was very anxious to have your 
views. 

Since writing the above the Secretary of State has informed me 
that he had just received encouraging reports tending to show that 
China seemed inclined to be less intransigeant and to offer to reinstate 
Russian officials though not the same ones. He had also heard that 
negotiations had been begun in Berlin. Nevertheless he would be 
very glad to have your views on points above referred to in case these 
reports do not turn out to be correct. 
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8ei.77 Chl»««e Ea»tern/8I0 

Memorandum by the Aiteintant Secretary of A^tftte (Jofmaon) 

I Washinoton J August 28, 1929. 

The Chinese Charge d’Affairen, Mr* Yung Kwai, called today and 
stated that he want^ to give me suelx infoiTOation as he had and 
he handed to me the attached copy iif telegrapliic reports concerning 
Kussian militax’y activities rtK^eivetl frtmi Mukden on August 20, 
through the F'oreign OfSce at Nanking. I statcnl that these reports 
seemed to be old and that our infomxation now was that conditions 
along the border were very quiet. Mr* Yung Kwai stated that this 
was the latest infoimation he had received. 

Mr. Yung Kwai then asked me whetlier we had any late informa- 
tion and I outlined to him the information wo hiul received in recent 
telegrams, stating that I understood efforts wore now being made 
to arrange for negotiations btitweeu the Chinest^ and Russians regard- 
ing this matter; that I untlorst<iod the Russians desired to appoint 
a new Russian manager and assistant manager to tlie railway, I 
said that if this was corrcKrt, that it set^ined the Chinese very well 
could accept such a proposal as they would have won their point 
with the Russians, namely, the right to get rid of employees for whom 
they had no liking. Mr. Yung Kwai agreed with me. 

Mr. Yung Kwai hazarded a guess that it was the intention of the 
Chinese Government to take up this c|ueslion of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway at Geneva at the lanigm of Nations. I told him that I had 
asked the Minister about this but tlie Minister hud told me he had no 
instructions. Mr. Yung Kwai stated that tins was true, that the 
Minister had no instructions when he left, tlnat it was merely his own 
surmise; that he himself would hear nothing further from his own 
government about the situation or about the question as they had 
probably decided to put the matter before the Ixnigue. 

NI klson J T. J[ ohnson] 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tern/260 : Telegram 

The Minwier in China {MacM urray) to the Secretary of StaJbe 

pRiFiNo, August 28, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 10: 53 p. m.] 

768. Legation’s 760, August 26, 4 p. m. Following from Reuter, 
Shanghai, August 27: 

“Kuo Min, oflScial news agency, states it learns that the Chinese 
Minister in Berlin has reported that Karaklian has indicated that 
in the event of the National Government allowing the j^viet to ap- 


’•Not printed. 
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point a new Eussian general manager of the C.E.E., the Soviet would 
be willing to enter into formal negotiations for an early solution of 
the Sino-Soviet crisis.” 

MaoMtjkkat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/280 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germam/y {Schurrrum) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Berlik, August 30, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 3 : 19 p. m.] 

159. The German Ambassador at Moscow on August 28 delivered 
to the Soviet Foreign Office the Chinese Government’s note verbaZe 
embodying an essential surrender, in the German Foreign Office’s 
view, in the conflict over the Chinese Eastern Railway. The German 
Foreign Office, while feeling not at liberty to communicate the details, 
informs this Embassy in confidence that the Chinese have accepted 
in the main the Russian conditions, including the appointment of 
Russians as manager and assistant manager. On their side the Chi- 
nese make some conditions, but these the Germans associate primarily 
with face-saving and will probably be acceptable to the Russians. 
The Chinese note verbale proposes a joint declaration by the Chinese 
and Russian Governments that negotiations are to be begun in order 
to put into effect the 1924 agreements. 

The foregoing has been communicated by the German Foreign 
Office also to the Japanese Embassy, but to no other Embassy; and 
the Chinese and Russians do not know that these communications have 
been made. 

SOHXJRMAN 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/281 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germany {Schvrman) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

BEBiiiir, August 30, 1929 — 4 p. m. 
[Received August 30 — 3 : 22 p. m.] 
160. Reference Embassy’s 159, August 30, 3 p. m. The Russian 
Embassy here has just delivered the answer to the Chinese proposal. 
It is a general acquiescence, but subject to conditions. Among them 
the chief one is that the Russians have the right to appoint again the 
former manager, rather than be limited to appoint a new manager, 
which is stipulated in the Chinese note. However, the Russian rep- 
resentative orally explained that, if the Chinese insisted upon a new 

For text of the note verhale, see statement by the Soviet Commissariat for 
Foreign Affairs, p. 309. 
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manager being appointed aind would themselves aippoint a new presi- 
dent of the niihviiy hoaird, the Russian Government miglit consent. 

The Russians propose that the negotiaitions begin not later than 
September 15 ut ^loscow. ^ 

^ bOHURMAN 


StM . 7 7 < *hiii fse Easter n/4 1 4 

I*ke Brifwh Amha4<iHador {Iloirnt'd) to the Secretary of State. 

WASinx<m>N, August SO, 1929. 

Mt Dear Mr. Secretary of State: I have Just lind a reply from 
our Secretary of State for Foreign Alfairs to tlie telegram I sent him 
on the 28th instant recording a conversation I had with you 

tliat morning on the subject of the Russo-Clnnese dispute. 

He asks me to inform you that while His Majesty’s Government 
would l)e most glad to join in an 3 ’ action by the interestcul Powers which 
might be expected to further effet^tively the cause of peace, they con- 
sider it a matter of the first importance that only such act ion should be 
contemplated as both parties to the dispute would agi'ee to and which 
would be incapable of interpretation as in any sense prejudging the 
issue. 

His Majesty’s Government have recently' received from Pekin in- 
formatioii ns to the attitude of the Chine.se Government which is to the 
effect that the latter will in no circTunstunces consiiler anv return to the 
quo ante on the Ohiiu»se Kastern Railway and that the.y still 
insist that the office.s of General Manager, Assistant Manager and all 
the principal executive posts .shall be held by Chinese who must have 
undisputed control of the iiianagenuuit of the Railway, 

In view of the above, the restoration of effective management of 
the railway’' to Soviet officials appears, for tlie |)resent. at least, to 
be out of the question, and consequently His ]Majest\^'s Government 
fear that any action Iry the Powers tending to aehie\'e such a i-esult 
would not only be fruitless and meet with a Idank refusal from the 
ChiiK'se Government, but might also l^e used by tlie Soviet Govern- 
ment as excusing or palliating a resort to arms on the grounds that 
China was condemned in advance as the guilty part^^ in the dispute. 

His Majesty'-’s Government have received repeated assurances from 
the Chinese Government that thoA' \vill in no circumstances take 
the offensive and tliey have also received information that German 
military authorities ar<‘ of opinion iliat Russia is not in any po- 
.sition to undertake serious military operations in Manchuria. 

The^^ do not therefore despair of a pacific; settlement of the dispute 
and w’oiild prefer for the present to await the result of the negoti- 
ations, direct or indirect, between the two parties thereto, which are 
believed to be i)roceeding with that end in view. 

Please believe me (etc.] 


Ksmb:: Howard 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/350 

Statement by the Soviet Oormnissariat for Foreign Affairs 

[Translation] 

On August 28th of the current year, at 4 o’clock p. m., the German 
Envoy in Moscow, Mr. von Dirksen, was at his own request re- 
ceived by the Acting Commissar of Foreign Aifairs, Comrade M. M. 
Litvinov, and, acting upon instructions from the German Govern- 
ment, handed to the latter the following two documents which the 
Chinese Government had requested to have brought to the knowledge 
of the government of the U. S. S. E. 

I. ‘Noth Verbaee, Handed bx the Chinese Mission in Berlin to the 
German Ministry or Foreign Affairs, on August 27th 

(Translation from the German) 

The Chinese Mission has the honor to state that the National Gov- 
ernment, always guided by the desire to maintain peace, and to con- 
solidate the relations with * states, is prepared to appoint plenipo- 
tentiary representatives for the signing of the declaration herewith 
enclosed. 

The Chinese Mission will be greatly obliged to the Government of 
the Reich, if the latter will kindly bring the text of the declaration 
to the knowledge of the Soviet Government. 

II. Text of the Joint Declaration 
(Translation from the English) 

1) Both sides declare that all disputes between the two sides they 
will settle in conformity with the agreement of 1924, and more par- 
ticularly they will settle the conditions of buying out the Chinese 
Eastern Railway in conformity with article 9 of the Peking agree- 
ment. 

Both sides will immediately and duly appoint plenipotentiary 
representatives to attend a conxerence which is to settle all the ques- 
tions under dispute, mentioned in the previous paragraph. 

2) Both sides hold that the situation on the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, come about after the conflict, should be changed in conformity 
with the Peking agreement and the Mukden agreement of 1924, it 
being understood that all such changes shall be resolved upon by 
the conference to be called according to the previous article. 

3) The Soviet government will recommend a new Director and a 
new Vice Director for the Chinese Eastern Railway, who will be 
appointed by the Board of Administration of the said Railway. 

The Soviet government will instruct the railway employees of 
Soviet nationality on the Chinese Eastern Railway to the effect that 


Translation from text printed in the Moscow IzvesUa, No. 200, August 31, 
1929 ; copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in Latvia in his 
despatch No. 6397, September 11 ; received September 24, 1929. 

* other [Footnote in the original.] 

323423 — 43 — vol. n 29 
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they are strictly to observe the provisions laid down in article 6 of 
the a^eement of 1924. 

4) Both sides will immediately release all persons arrested in 
connection with this incident, or after May 1, 1929. 

On August 29 of the current year, at 6 o’clock p. m., the Acting 
Commissar of Foreign Aflfairs, Comrade M. M. Litvinov, received the 
German Envoy in Moscow, Mr. von Dirksen, and informed him that 
the government of the Union is prepared to accept the proposal of 
the Chinese Government to sign a joint declaration worded as fol- 
lows ; 

1) Both sides declare that all disputes between the two sides they 
will settle in conformity with the agreement of 1924, and more 
particularly they will settle the conditions of buying out the Chinese 
Eastern Railway in confonnity with article 9 of the Peking agree- 
ment. 

Both sides will immediately and duly appoint plenipotentiary 
representatives to attend a coirference which is to setue all the ques- 
tions under dispute, mentioned in the previous paragraph. 

2) Both sides hold that the situation on the Chinese Eastern Rah- 
way, come about after the conflict, should be changed in conformity 
with the Peking agreement and the Mukden agreement of 1924, it 
bei^ understood that all such changes shall be resolved upon by the 
conference to be called according to tne previous article. 

_3) The Soviet government will recommend a Director and a Vice 
Director for the Chinese Eastern Railway, who will be immediately 
appointed by the Board of Administration of the said railway. 

The Soviet government will instruct the railway employees on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, who are citizens of the U. S. S. R., and the 
Chinese Oovemment whl instruct its local auth<yritie8 and their or- 
gans^ te the effect that they are strictly to observe the provisions laid 
down in article 6 of the agreement of 1924.* 

4) Both sides shall immediately release all persons arrested in 
connection with this incident, or after May 1, 1929. 

In handing over the Soviet draft of the declaration, Comrade M. 
M. Litvinov at the same time infoi-med Mr. von Dirksen that the gov- 
ernment of the Union sees no reason to appoint a new Director and 
Vice Director in the place of the persons who originally had been 
lawfully appointed, carried out their functions in strict conformity 
with the treaties. 

At the same time, Comrade Litvinov stated that in case the Chinese 
Government should appoint a new Chairman of the Board of Admin- 
istration, in the place of the present Chairman who is directly respon- 
sible for the violation of the order of things established by the 
treaties on the Chinese Eastern Railway, the Commissariat of For- 


• Italics of the original text. [Footnote In the original.] 
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Ai’gn Affairs, in conformity with the unvarying policy of peace, pur- 
sued by the U. S. S. R., and meeting the wishes of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, would submit to the Soviet government the question of 
appointiug a new Director and a new Vice Director. In this con- 
nection, Comrade Litvinov stated that, as is understood of itself, the 
appointment of Director and Vice Director would have to take place 
simultaneously with the signing of the text of the joint declaration. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/290 : Telegram 

The Minister in China. {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peepino, August 31, 1929 — ^1 p. m. 

[Received September 1 — ^11 a. m.] 

7Y2. Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

“August 30, 4 p. m. German Consul Gteneral visited concentra- 
tion camp across the Sungari yesterday. He states condition of 800 
prisoners there bad. Food imtil yesterday bread, water; exercise 
and toilet facilities too limited, no beds but Chinese Vangs., scant 
bedding. Chinese, Siberia, treated worse and ^ [sae] alleged lack 
of funds. He has received 100,000 yen from Moscow for prisoners 
and has arranged for committee of Russian women to take supplies, 
clothing weel^ to the prisoners. Chinese authorities ^ow reluc- 
tance to cooperate with him.” 


MacMtxbbat 


861.77 Chinese Eastem/292 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peihcng, September 1, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received 11 a. m.] 

781. My 772, August 31, 1 p. m. Following from American Con- 
sul at Harbin : 

“August 31, 1 p. m. American newspapermen, Manchuria Station 
quote general at Mukden in charge there as stating that 300 Soviet 
troops threatening Chalainor; that state of war exists 500 miles along 
the border; that Soviet military activities planned with the pur- 

g ose to frighten Chinese come to Soviet terms and that no wMte 
tosians serving with Chinese troops. German Vice Consul wish- 
ing arrange ex^ange of prisoners could not get in touch with the 
Soviet side. Manchuria Station deserted by the civilian population.” 

MacMubrat 
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861.77 ChinoBe Ea8tera/280 : Telegram 

TAe Minister in China {MacMuT^ay) to the Secretary of State 

Pkipxno^ September 1, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received September 1 — ^11 a, mJ*] 

782. Legation’s 776, August 31, 5 p. mJ® Following from Leader^ 
Pciping, September 1 : 

‘^Last message from Moscow under yesterday’s date said that Mon- 
sieur Litvinott, Acting People’s Commissar of IToreign Affairs of 
the U. S. S. B., had advised the German Ambassador at Moscow, 
Herr von Dirksen, that his Government was ready to accept China’s 
negotiation for the signing of a Joint declaration settling the dispute 
but desired to put forward ceitain amendments to the draft which the 
Chinese Government has submitted. 

These amendments were incor|K>rated in a proposed new draft 
declaration 'which Monsieur Litvinoff handed to Herr von Dirksen for 
transmission to the Chinese Government and which reads as follows: 
[ Here follows text of Russian dnift printcKl on page 310.]” 

Following from Reuter, Nanking, August Slst : 

^interviewed by Reuter this morning, a Foreign Office spokesman 
declared that Nanking had not received a statement from the Chinese 
Minister in Berlin regai'ding the alleged settlement of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway issue, reported in messages from Moscow. 

However, the spokesman admitted that negotiations in Berlin were 
proceeding satisfactorily.” 


MacMiterax 


881,77 Chinese lOastGrn/203 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacM^uray) to the Secretary of State 

PjEiPiNG, Sei>tember 2, 1929 — 1 p. m, 
[R<'ceived September 2 — 9 : 21 a. m.] 

783. My 782, September 1, noon. Following from Reuter, Shanghai, 
September 1st: 

‘^The Foreign Minister Dr. C. T. Wang, commenting on rejports 
from Moscow regarding the Joint Sino-Sussian declaration for a 
settlement of the Chinese Eastern Railway dispute, makes the follow- 
ing statement; ‘The National Governinent can find no reason to 
replace the present chairman of the directorate of the railway with 
a new chairman. A report from certain quurtei's implying that 
Cliina has agreed or would agree to such a proj")osal from the Soviet 
is absolutely groundless. The question has never been raised and 
should Russia put it forward the National Government would find it 
impossible to accept the demand.’ ” 


MacMxjrrax 


in four sections. 
Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/299 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secreta/ry of State 

Peiping, September 3, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 11 : 23 p. m-] 

788. My 781, September 1, 11 a. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

^‘Sept. Sj 10 a. m. American correspondents Powell, Wright, Goette, 
now at Manchuria Station, have reported to their respective news- 
papers that regular Soviet troops have invaded and have taken up 
positions inside Chinese territory and have shelled Chinese outposts. 
However they have taken the word of the Chinese authorities as to 
where the boundary is.” 

MacMtjrrat 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/30O 

Memorandma by the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] September 4,1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador requested an appointment and told me 
that he thought the situation in Manchuria was improving. He said 
that he had had several more cables which indicated that Russia had 
agreed to appoint a new manager and assistant manager of the 
railroad and this was a very long step forward. He further said that 
he thought there were no clashes on the border; that the reports 
which came from the American newspapers were not true. I asked 
biTn how about Mr. C. T. Wang’s statement in respect to the Board 
of Directors. He said yes, he had noticed that; that Russia had sug- 
gested that the Vice President of the Board of Directors was the 
source of the trouble and that he should be changed; he thought 
Mr. Wang was seeking to save China’s face in refusing it. He inti- 
mated that he thought that Wang might not insist on this and that 
there might be a change. He said that Baron Shidehara was doing 
everything he could to promote peace. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/331 

The Ambassador in Qermany (^Schurma/n) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4857 Berlin-, September 4, 1929. 

[Received September 16.] 

See : In connection -witb telegrams No. 159 and No. 160 of August 
30, 1 have the honor to report that the German Foreign office has no 
confirmation so far of a Reuter despatch from Shanghai that the 
Nanking Government finds unacceptable the Russian ans-wer to the 
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recent Chinese proposal for a settlement of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway conflict. 

At the Foreign Office the feeling still exists that the way toward 
settlement has been definitely opened and that a settlement will in 
due time come, though it is anticipated that the actual negotiations, 
when they begin, will be difficult and protracted. 

One of the principal officials concerned expressed to a member of 
the Embasg^ his personal conviction that a settlement had bem 
greatly forwarded by the American proposal of July 25. The Rus- 
sians, as well as tlie Chinese, were made to realize that other 
Powers were concerned and that, if a direct settlement was not 
accomplished fairly soon, outside pressure might develop which it 
would be difficult to resist. In particular the Soviets at once felt the 
political necessity of arriving at a direct accommodation with the 
Chinese so that their pacific purpose and diplomatic enterprise 
should not in any way seem less than that of the “capitalist world”. 
The American initiative had thus disposed the Russians to accept 
much more readily than would otherwise have been the case the 
advances made by the Chinese. 

• • • • • • • 

I have [etc.] For the Ambassador: 

D. C. Poor® 
Counselor of Ernbassy 


861.77 Chinese Kastern/883 

The Minister in China {^MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2308 Peifing, September 7, 1929. 

[Received October 11.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to a despatch No. 2006, of Au^st 
31, 1929, from the American Consul at Harbin to the Legation, 
copies of which were sent directly to the Department,^® reporting the 
suggestion of Mr, A. Maffei, the Italian Consul at Hai'bin, that the 
Harbin Consular Body offer their good offices to the Soviet and Na- 
tional Governments, in an attempt to bring about an adjustment 
of the Chinese Eastern Railway dispute. In reply to the American 
Consul’s request for the Legation’s views concerning the Italian 
Consul’s proposal, Consul Hanson was telegraphically instructed, on 
September 6th, that, pending further instructions from the Depart- 
ment, he should be guided by the instructions contained in the 
Department’s telegram No. 231, of July 13, 3 [7] p. m., to the Lega- 
tion. Such instruction had been repeated to Consul Hanson in the 
Legation’s telegram of July 16, 5 p. m., and was to the general effect 


T« 
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that any participation by the American Consul in an attempt to 
adjust the Sino-Kussian dispute over the Chinese Eastern Railway was 
deemed inexpedient by the Department. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMubrax 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/309 : Telegram 

The Minister m China {MaoMwrray) to the Secretary of Stcete 

PuEpmo, September 9, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received September 9 — 6 : 45 a. m.] 
806. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“September 8, 11 p. m. Customs reports state that Soviet aircraft 
bombarded yesterd^ railway station area Suifenbo, destroying rail- 
way tracks, cars and wounding Chinese soldiers. Ijater local reports, 
unconfirmed, state that entire railway station there destroyed. Ameri- 
can journalists recently returned from there conclude military situa- 
tion is grave.” 

MaoMcBBAT 


861.77 Chinese Eastem/313 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, September 9, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received September 10 — 10 : 42 a. 

807. Legation’s 793, September 6, 4 p.m.’’® 

1. Following from Kuo Wen News Agency, Nanking, Septem- 
ber 6th: 

“At a press interview this morning Dr. C. T. Wang said that the 
Sino-Russian situation this week is the same as last week and that 
complete aOTeement has not yet been reached on the joint declaration 
to be issued. The Wai Chiao Pu is waiting for further advices from 
General Chiang Tso-pin, Chinese Minister in Berlin, who is at present 
in Geneva. 

Dr. Wang said that China has no objection to the selection of a 
new Soviet manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway as this is pro- 
vided for in the Smo-Russian agreements of 1924 but that the Govern- 
ment maintains that the appomtment should not be gazetted until 
after the formal conference opens. Agreement on this point remains 
to be reached. Dr. Wang observed that the Sino-Russian agreements 
confer too great power on the Soviet general manager and make the 
Chinese president of the railway a mere figurehead. This state of 
affairs should be remedied. The Minister indicated that at the forth- 
coming conference the question of the recommendation ^redemptionf^ 
of the line will be brought up in accordance with provision 2 of article 
9 of the Sino-Russian agreement of 1924. Dr. Wang further said 


Telegram in three sections. 
” Not printed. 
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that the Wai Chiao Pu had received no such demands from Eussia 
as the removal of the president of the railway,” 

2. Following from Renters, Nanking, September 8 : 

“A message received hero from Nanking reports that General 
Chiang Tso-pin, Chinese Minister in Berlin, has wired to the Wai 
Chiao jPu from Geneva stating that the Soviet Government has with- 
drawn its demand for the appointmeiit of new manager and assistant 
manager of the C- E. E, as a preliminary to the opening of formal 
negotiations between the Soviet and CiiinOvSe. 

OflBcial circles in Nanking believe that it is only a question of time 
before an agreement with regard to procedure for settlement of the 
C. E, R. dispute is reached.” 

MaoMtjrrat 


861.77 Chinese Eastorn/811 : Telegram 

T7ie Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Petting, September 9, 1929 — 9 p. m. 

[Received September 9 — 9, : 40 p. m.] 

808. Referring to my 805, Sept. 9, 5 p. m. Following from 
American Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘September 9, noon. General Manager B^in confii'ms Customs and 
Japanese oflSicial reports that railway station Suifenho destroyed by 
bombs from Soviet aeroplanes. Casualties estiniat<Kl at from 30 to 
100. Town in panic, raihvay staff escaped to Hsiaosuifen and Customs 
staff to Muling. 

Japanese residents could not leave on account of lack of rolling 
stock. Firing near city heard until yesterday noon. Fan states 
that some aeroplanes flying over Chaluinor dropped few bombs but 
situation there is not so serious as at Suifenho. States that night of 
September 7th passenger train blowui up near Suifenho, two railway 
employees killed, others and some passengers w'ouikUhI.” 


MacMxjrrat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern /m 7 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germany (^Schnrmun) to the Secr^etary of State 

[ParaiJhrase] 

Berxin, Septemlx^r 11, 1929 — noon. 

[Received 1 : 18 p. m.] 

163. Yesterday, at the request of the Chinese National Government, 
the German Foreign Office telegraphed its Ambassador in Moscow 
for transmission to the Soviet Government the following note 
'Verbal e : 

“1. The National Government of Cliina has declai'ed repeatedly its 
readiness to enter into negotiations with the Soviet Government in 


Note verhale not i^araphrasod. 
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order to reach a just and fair settlement of the recent dispute. The 
National Government is therefore appreciative of the attitude of the 
Soviet Government in expressing its readiness to sign the joint declara- 
tion when agreed upon by both parties and agrees completely that 
the proposed conference should be opened as soon as possible, in order 
that the representatives of both countries may effect a final solution of 
all the questions outstanding between the two coimtries. 

2. The National Government has no objection to the proposal of the 
Soviet Government to insert the word ‘immediate [ly]’ before the word 
‘ratifications of {reccmmie'ridy article 3 of the proposed joint declara- 
tion but regrets that it cannot see its way to agreeing to the sug- 
gestion of making the appointment of a new manager and an assistant 
manager as a prerequisite for the signing of the said declaration, or for 
the opening of the congress because such a procedure would be contrary 
to the general principle laid down by article 2 of the draft declaration 
which has already been accepted by the Soviet Government. 

3. 'With regard to the other amendments proposed by the Soviet 
Government the National Government is of the opinion that they 
may very well be left to be considered by the forthcoming conference 
and that should the conference decide in favor of the proposed amend- 
ments of \tlie\ National Government will not oppose to their being 
adopted. 

4. The National Government proposes that the conference be held 
in Berlin instead of Moscow as suggested by the Soviet Government 
and also hopes that the signature of the agreed joint declaration shall 
likewise take place in Berlin by the representatives of both parties.” 

An official in the German Foreign Office explains that the Chinese 

note is, in effect, a refusal of all the preliminary conditions of Bussia. 

Described as a typically Chinese reply, it will exasperate Moscow 

greatly and will not forward in any way a settlement. Had the 

German Foreign Office not been requested formally to transmit this 

communication, with no advice asked, it would have hesitated to do 

so. The delay in the Chinese answer has already exasperated the 

Russians, whose main purpose in their recent protests and reprisals 

has been to hasten the reply. The above evasive answer, the Germans 

feel, shows that Nanking is much less concerned with an early 

settlement than is Mukden. ^ 

SOHURMAN 


861,77 Chinese Eastern/318 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, September 11, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received September 12 — 1 : 10 p. m.®^] 
815. Legation’s 814, September 11, noon.®^ Following from Kuo 
Wen News Agency, Shanghai, September 9th : 

For changes proposed by Soviet Government as published in the Issvestia, 
see p- 310. 

Telegram in two sections. 

^ Not nrinted. 
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“Dr. O. T. Wang declined to comment this afternoon on the pro- 
posed joint Sino-Bu^an declaration saying that the matter is stall 
under discusdon. 

Asked for his views on the renewal of Soviet attacks on Obinese 
border towns, the Foreign Minister said that China had made ade- 
quate preparations and that if Russia was set on provoking conflict 
the Chinese Army would not hesitate to defend the country agamst 
Red aggression; by renewing its campaign of bluff and intimid^ation 
the Soviet Government had mown tlie world that its [word] could not 
be trusted. Dr. Wang concluded by voicing his confidence in the 
ultimate triumph of China in the present controversy,” 

Following from Reuter, Moscow, September 10 : 

“The Foreign Commissariat has handed a statement to the German 
Ambassador here with the request that he transmit it to the Mukden 
and Nanking Governments.** 

It says there have ‘been 19 new «!ases of attack on Soviet territory 
by Chinese military units and White Guard gangs’ for which it lays 
full responsibility on the Nanking and Mukden Governments. 

The statement goes on to say that the Soviet troops along the 
border have been compelled in self-defense to take firm retaliatory 
action to protect the frontier and the peaceful population. 

In conclusion asks for the serious attention of the Nanking and 
Mukden Governments to the ‘painful consemiences which may take 
place in case of new provocative attacks by Chinese troops and Rus- 
sian White Guards.’ 


MaoMurbat 


861.77 CMnesQ Eaateni/S26 : 

The Minister in China (MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PmpiNG, September 13, 1929 — i p. m. 

[Received September 14 — 12 :10 p. m.] 

824. Following from American Consul at Nanking: 

“September 12, 3 p. m. Tyau of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in- 
forms me today that, with reference to recent Sino^ussian mili- 
tary clashes, a telegram has just been received from Chinese diplo- 
matic repre^ntative in Berlin saying that Russia denies any offen- 
sive by Russians on Manchurian border and claims that Russian forces 
have only acted defensively to repel Chinese raids.” 


MaoMubbat 


A translation of this statement, dated September 9, 1929, as printed In the 
Izvestia of September 10, was forwarded to the DejwirtineiJt by the Minister in 
Uitvia with despatch Ko. 6422, September 19. The translation of a further 
note, dated September 25, reiwrting more alleged border clashes, printed in 
the Izvestia of September 26, was enclosed with the Minister's despatch No. 
6456, October 2 (861.77 Chinese Bastern/370,388). Despatches and translations 
of Soviet notes not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/328 : Megram 

The Minister in GMna {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PBiPiNa, Septeiober 13, 1929—5 p. m. 

[Keceived September 14r~12 : 10 p. m.] 

825. My 772, August 31, 1 p. m. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin: 

“September 12, 11 a. m. Vice Consul Lilliestrom visited concen- 
tration camp for student civilian prisoners September lOth, total 
prisoners 1170, 70 women and 13 children under five years. Prisoners 
crowded in dark, damp quarters, sanitary conditions bad, food suffi- 
cient but of poor quality, drini^g water from the river, stomach 
trouble prevalent and epidemic feared, medical attention and osercise 
facilities inadequate. Communication with relatives provided for, 
no discretion allowed, only occasional complaints of intentional mal- 
treatment by Chinese who promise improvement sanitary conditions 
but are very dilatory.” 

MaoMubbat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/397 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {G. T. Wcmg) to the Germm 
Covmelor of Legation in China {Fischer), for the Soviet Comenis- 
scmaf for Foreign Affairs 

[Translation] 

Text of the alternative proposal of the Chinese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, relative to the first paragraph of article 3 of the joint 
declaration. 

(Translation from the Englidi) 

The Soviet Government shall nominate an Assistant Manager of 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, who will immediately he appointed by 
the Board of Administration of the said road, and who, jointly with 
a Chinese Assistant Manager, will manage the railway pending the 
negotiations between the two Governments. 


“ Handed to the Soviet Foreign Office by the German Ambassador in the Soviet 
Union on September 18, 1929* Translation from text printed in the Moscow 
Izvestia, No. 215, September 18, 1929; copy transmitted to the Department by the 
Minister in Latvia in his despatch No. 6448, September 29; received October 
17, 1929. 
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801*77 Chinese BIa.stern/387 

TM Soviet Commissariat for Foreign Affairs to the Oerman Embassy 
in the Soviet Union ^ for the Chinese Goremnnent at Nanking 

[Translation 3 

Moscow, September 17, 1929. 

Text of the Statement 

!• The GoTornment of the Union, being guided by its invariable 
policy of peace, has willingly accepted the i)roposal of the Chinese 
Government, concerning the signing of a joint declaration, 

2. The Government of the Union has introduced in the draft of 
that declaration, proposed by the Nanking Government, only abso- 
lutely necessary, and to the utmost limited, amendments and additions 
tending to greater precision, which %vere prompted by the tenor of 
article 2 of the Nanking draft itself (relative to the Mukden and the 
Peking agreements). From the very lieginning of the conflict, the 
Government of the Union has considered, and does consider, compli- 
ance with the provisions set forth in the said amendments as the 
fundamental preliminary condition for the working of the conference. 

8. In its Note of September 9th of the ciUTent year,®® the Nanking 
Government rejects the said amendments, limited to the utmost, 
thereby annulling also its consent, given in the draft of the declara- 
tion, in regard to the appointment of the Soviet Manager. 

This consent, given in Article 3 of the Nanking draft of the decla- 
ration, could have reason or sense only in the event <>f the Soviet 
Manager and Assistant Manager l>eing appointed immediately. In 
expressing itself now against the ininuHliate apx>ointment of these 
oiScials, the Nanking Government thereby witlulraws its own original 
proposal, and frustrates the liquidation of the conflict by means of 
mutual agreement. 

4. The same character of withdrawal of its own proposals attaches 
also to the supplementary proposal of the Nanking Government, 
handed to the Government of the Union on SeptembiT 13th through 
the German Envoy,®’' in which the Nanking Government substitutes 
for the question concerning the Soviet Manager and Assistant 
Manager of the road, the question of appointment of only the Assist- 
ant Manager, in open contradiction to the Mukden, us well as the 
Peking, agreement, and also to article 3 of its own draft of the joint 
declaration. 

Translation from text printed in tlm Moscow rzi^estia. No. 215, September 
18, 1929; copy transmitted to the Department bv the Minister in Datvia in his 
desimteh No. 0448, September 29 ; received October 17, 1020. 

telcifram No. 163, Seiiteml>or 11, from the Ambassador in Germany, p. 316. 
^ Supra. 
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5, In view of the Nanking Government declining the principal 
conditions preparatory to the signing of the declaration and the con- 
duct of negotiations, the question as to the place of the negotiations 
becomes deprived of its object, and the responsibility for the further 
development of the conflict devolves fully upon the Nanking Govern- 
ment. 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/366 

Memorandvmx l>y the Assistant SeoTetary of State (J ohnson) 

[Washington,] September 17, 1929. 

I asked Mr. Yung Kwai, the Chinese Charge, to come and see 
me this afternoon and he came at three o’clock. I asked him what 
information he had as regards the dispute between China and Rus- 
sia relating to the Chinese Eastern Railway. Mr. Yung Kwai stated 
that he was without any information whatever as he had received no 
telegram since the departure of Minister Wu for Geneva. He asked 
me whether I had any information. I told him that it was because 
we had information that was very disquieting that I had asked him 
to come to see me. I said that I had talked with the Secretary about 
the matter and the Secretary had indicated to me that he was very 
much disturbed by reports which we had received which indicated 
that China was apparently unwilling to begin negotiations with Rus- 
sia regarding this matter and had directed me to make inquiries of 
him and to express our concern not only in regard to this matter 
but also with regard to the condition of the Russian prisoners which 
the Chinese had interned at Harbin. 

I said to Mr. Yung Kwai that our information indicated that the 
negotiations between China and Russia had been broken off, or were 
about to be interrupted, because China was refusing to accept the 
appointment of a new Russian manager and a new Russian assistant 
manager prior to the actual convening of a conference. Mr. Yung 
Kwai stated that it was his belief that what China had refused to 
accept was the reinstatement of the old Russian manager and the old 
assistant manager. I stated that this was not the case, that 
apparently, and our information from Nanking and other quarters 
agreed on this, the Russians no longer requested the reinstatement of 
the old manager and the old assistant manager but were asking for 
the appointment of a new manager and a new assistant manager. I 
said that this request was quite in accord with the 1924 agreement and 
that China’s refusal to accept these men indicated that they were not 
quite reasonable in their attitude and that this attitude created a bad 
impression here. I stated that it seemed to me that China could well 
afford to accept a new manager and a new assistant manager as by 
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80 doing they would realiy have won a victory as they would thereby 
have established their right to rid themselves of appointees not agree- 
able to them. I stated to Mr. Yung Kwai that C51nna was in the 
stronger position in those negotiations as she was in physical possess- 
sion of a railway which she had formerly agreed was to be jointly 
operated by herself and Hussia, having ousted her partner and that 
the ousted partner could do nothing now but use force to recover her 
position, and as the stronger party in the matter it seemed to me 
that it was China’s responsibility to be conciliatory in the matter 
in order that negotiations might be started, that the world could 
hardly hold China guiltless if matters sliould go on to a situation 
where there would be open conflict. I stated that our information 
from Europe indicated tliat the Bussians were very much exasperated 
and that there was danger of open conflict, and I hoped he would 
communicate our concern to his Government and the feelings which 
I had expressed- He said that ho would do so and that he would 
inform me of such reply as he might receive. 

I stated that there was another matter that I desired to speak to 
him about. 1 said that our information indicated that the Chinese 
had arrested more than a thousand Bussian civilian prisoners among 
whom were some 70 women and some 13 children under five years 
of age. I stated tliat our information was that these prisoners were 
crowded in dark, damp quarters with bad sanitary conditions, poor 
food and drinking water, with stomach trouble prevalent and an epi- 
denoic feared without adequate medical services. I stated that these 
conditions were bad and that I felt that we should call the attention 
of the Chinese Government to them and express our hope that the 
Chinese Government would do something towards the amelioration of 
these conditions in the interest of humanity. Mr. Yung Kwai stated 
that he would bring this matter to the attont ion of his Government. 

N[elson3 T. J[ohnson] 


861.77 Cbinese Sastern/SdS 

Mern^yrarndtum by the As^taTvt Secretary of State {Johmon) 

[Washington-,] September 24, 1929. 

Mr. Tung Kwai, Counselor and Charg6 of the Chinese Legation, 
called to see me today and referred to my conversation with him of 
September 17. He stated that he had a reply from his Government 
which he had translated and which he handed to me, which is at- 
tached hereto.®^ He said that he was sorry that he could not bring a 
more favorable response- 


Not printed. 


N[EnsoN] T. J[oB[3srsoN] 
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861,77 Chinese Eaatern/361 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Seoretary of State 

Pexpinq, September 25, 1929 — 9 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 11 p. m.] 

842. Legation’s 833, September 19, 9 a. m. [i p. m.] Following 
from Ruo Wen News Agency, Nanking, Sept. 23 : 

“Dr. C. T, Wang returned from Shanghai this morning and ap- 
proved of the draft reply to the Soviet Government in connection 
with the Smo-Eussian dispute. The note later was submitted to 
General Chiang Kai-shek for approval by ISfr. Chow Lung-kwang, 
director of the Asiatic Department of the Wai Chiao Pu. 

It is understood that in the new note China proposes that to facili- 
tate the opening of formal negotiations Soviet Russia may appoint 
an assistant manager to the Chmese Eastern Railway who wm func- 
tion until such time as the appointment of a general manager is 
decided upon at the formal conference. The note also says that the 
Sino-Eussian agreement and the Eussian-Mukden agreement of 1924 
are valid pending conclusion of a new agreement.” 


MaoMttrray 


861.77 Chinese Easteni/362 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMvrray) 

Washingtoit, September 27, 1929—4 p. m. 
319. Your 825, September 13, 5 p. m. Instruct American Consul, 
Harbin, to visit camp of interned Russians at Harbin and to submit 
a thorough and detailed statement of the condition of the interned 
Russians. If any obstacles are placed in the path of his observations 
I desire to know of them, 

Stimsok 


861.77 Chinese Basterii/871 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {Ma>cMm*ray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 3, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received October 4 — ^9 : 40 a. m.l 

854. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘October 3, Ip. m. Reliably reported that on October 1st and 2nd 
small parties Soviet troops under the protection of artillery fire 
attacked Chinese trenches, threw bombs near Manchuria Station. 
Few Chinese soldiers but no civilians wounded. Soviet aeroplanes 
dropped bombs outside town. After hour’s fighting Soviet troops 
retreated.” 

MaoMukrat 


Not printed. 
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8B1.77 Cliin«0e Bast«ni/418 

The Consul at Harbin {Hanson) to the Mhueter in China 
{MacM array 

No. 2033 IT.umm, October 4, 1929 . 

Sm: I have the honor to re|)ort that on September 29th three 
Soviet airplanes demonstratedl over Eussian territory near Man- 
churia Station. On October 1st three Soviet airplanes flew over 
Manchuria Station. In the evening that day three hundred Russians 
with two field gun.s, appeared l^fore the Chinese defence works 
north of Manchuria Station. After a twenty minutes struggle the 
Russian forces retreated. 

On October 2nd several hundred Russian infantry under the pro- 
tection of artillery' barrage approached the Chiirese frontier near tbe 
Chita Railway’s 86th siding, and occnpie<l part of the Chinese 
trenches. Hand to hand struggle ensued, and bombs were thrown. 
About three Chinese officers and twenty soldiers were wounded. The 
rest of the troops retired after holding the trenches for thirty min- 
utes. On the same day at 10.30 A. M. artillery firing for one hour 
took place on the northwestern side of the city. From fifty to sixty 
shells were fired by the Russian side, but outside of the city so there 
was no damage done within it. At 5 M. the Chinese, trenches be- 
came engaged in an artillery dutd with the Ru.ssian side. At 6 P. M. 
six Soviet planes appeared abov'e the Chinese front i<w and dropped 
six bombs into the Chinese trenches. They retire<l at 7 P. M. 

The above is based on Japanese and Customs ofiicial telegrams and 
can be considered to be aritlientic. 

It is possible that the Soviet side, which wi.shes Manchuria to 
suffer economically, s!iw that {’hinese merchants were returning to 
Manchuria Station to resume busines.s and desired by military demon- 
stration to drive them away again. There has been another exodus 
of merchants from Manchuria Station. It also may be that these 
Soviet troops have become restless on account of <lissatisf action and 
lack of action, so that their officers thought it might Iw advantageous, 
as far as morale "was concerned, to let them attack the Clunese posi- 
tions. 

I have [e tc.] G. C. Hanson 

“Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul In hl.s desiKitch No. 4S26, 
on the same date; received October 28, 1929. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/372 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ohkia {MdoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peephstg, October 4, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received October 5 — ^ : 47 p. m.] 

858. Your 319, September 27, 4 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“October 3, noon. With Wright, Chicago Daily News^ Vice Con- 
sul Lilliestrom and Japanese Vice Consul and Japanese journalists 
visited Russian jirisoners of war Sui^pei camp yesterday. Condi- 
tions improved since last visit Vice Consul Liilliestrom. Food con- 
sists of tea, black bread, and vegetables daily with soup every three 
days. Bathing facilities lacking but will be furnished, women con- 
fined and men complained of cold at night and restrictions against 
using toilet except during exercise periods, three of one-half an hour 
each per day. No complaints regarding beating or other correspond- 
ing treatment recently. The few sick apparently well taken care of 
by Chinese doctors and Russian nurse. 

No reading matter nor letters, church, ventilation bad and build- 
ings damp. Most serious complaint is that prisoners do not know 
charge against them and how long they will be detained. 

Detailed report by mail.” 

MacMxjkrat 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/377 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Ghma {MacMwray) to the Seoretonry of State 

Peiping, October 9, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 4:47 p. m.] 

873. My 854, October 3, 8 p. m. Following from American Con- 
sul at Harbin : 

“October 8, 4 p. m. Reliably informed Soviet regulars or parti- 
sans recently killed unarmed male inhabitants White Cossack vil- 
lages, Three Rivers district, Heilungkiang Province, reasons unknown, 
possibly provocation to cause White indignation against the Reds.” 

MacMurrat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/390 : Telegram 

The Arribassador in Germany {Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

Berlin, October 14, 1929 — 11 a. m. 
[Received October 14 — 9 : 45 a. m.] 
194. During a visit of Wiley ®® to Chief of American Division of 
Foreign Office on Saturday,®^ De Haas suggested that Wiley see Traut- 


See extracts in telegram No. 915, October 21, p. 331. 
John O. Wiley, First Secretary of Embassy. 
October 12, 1929. 
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marni. Chief Far Eastern Division, who gave him text of note tele- 
graphed by German Government on October 7 to Chinese and Sovi^ 
Governments proposing cessation of arrests of their respective na- 
tionals and reciprocal release of those already arrested.*® Trautmann 
expressed the hope that the Department would adopt a friendly at- 
titude toward the project. The support of the American press too 
he said would be most helpful. 

Text of note ** by next pouch. 

ScaaoBMAN 


8S1.77 Cbinese Bastern/302 : Telegram 

TAe Mitdater in Ohxna {MacMvara/y') to the Seoretaay of State 

[Paraphrase! 

PxnpiNo, October 14, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received October 14 — 8 : 65 p. m.] 

884. (1) I am informed by the German Minister here that he 

and the German representative in Moscow on October 9 transmitted 
to the Chinese and Russian Governments a memorandum which sug- 
gested that each should liberate or (as regards those who were guilly 
of improper political activities) deport all persons arrested by either 
country in connection with the dispute over the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, Rather elaborate practical details involved in this German pro- 
posal are to be worked out by a committee composed jointly of Chinese 
and Russians. 

(2) The Minister said further that his Government hopes both 
sides will take the occasion of appointing to this committee such out- 
standing men as would make it feasible for them to extend their dis- 
cussion to other matters concerned with the dispute, thereby afford- 
ing a means to bridge over the gap presently existing between the 
two Governments. The German Government prefers not being rep- 
resented on this proposed commission; however, if both sides urge it, 
Berlin would appoint representatives from the German Red Cross 
or other primarily humanitarian interests. 

(3) The Minister also told me that the recently proposed joint Sino- 
Russian declaration — ^referred to somewhat vaguely by each side as 
originated by tlie other — was, as a matter of fact, initiated through 
the German representative in Moscow by the Chinese. The proposal 
contemplated that one of the railway’s present assistant managers 
be allowed temporarily to act as manager; but the Russians insisted 
that a Russian manager be appointed immediately, as provided by 

“The Moscow Izvestia on October 18 announced tbe Soviet Government’s 
refusal to accept the proposal. 

“Not printed. 
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tlie 1924 treaties. The Chinese thereupon dropped the proposal. The 
Minister stated that the Chinese and ^Russian representatives in Berlin 
have had no discussion or contact, so far, at leasts as the German Gov- 
ernment is aware, despite reports in China. 

MCagMxtbhat 


861.77 Cliixiese £!astern/396 

MenwrandmYi "by the 8ecreta/ry of State 

[Washington,] October 16, 1929. 

I have asked the Japanese Ambassador what the situation was in 
China and he said that the situation was serious but their impression 
was that Chiang Kai-shek would have a hard time with the present 
revolt. We discussed the situation in Manchuria and I told him of 
our interest in the situation, saying the bad effect which a real state 
of war between China and Russia would have on the Kellogg Pact. 
He said that had not yet come ; there was no fighting except ‘‘^clashes”, 
yet. He said that Russia was likely to take advantage of the diffi- 
culties of the Chinese Government. I then said that if Russia diould 
take advantage of that situation to seize Harbin and the China and 
[Ghinesef^ Eastern Railway that I believe America would consider 
that an act of war. He agreed that that would be correct, but said 
that in his opinion there was no danger at present of Russia doing 
that. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/394 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (jMacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 16, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 8 :56 p. m.] 

890. My 873, October 9, noon. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin: 

^‘October 15, 4 p. m. Reliably reported that Lahasusu at conflu- 
ence Sungari and Amur captured on the 13th by Soviet forces after 
artillery bombardment, bombing from planes and naval engagement. 
Three or four Chinese gunboats sunk and about five hundred sailors 
drowned. Chinese claim three Russian gunboats sunk.” 


MaoMubray 


i 
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861.T7 Chinese Eastern/400 : Teieffram 

The Secretary of State to the Minhter in China (MacMurray) 

Washington, October 17, 1929 — ^5 p. m, 

337. Department’s 319, September 27, 4 p. m., and your 884, Octo- 
ber 14, 6 p. m. 

1. I feel greatly concerned over the treatment being accorded to 
the Russian prisoners and the prospect of their detention for an in- 
definite time. In the hope that it might bring pressure on the Chinese 
authorities to improve their condition and to effect tlxe liberation 
of some of tlie prisoners, I am considering tlxe advisability of releas- 
ing to the Press the information obtained by the Consulate at Harbin. 
News items concerning this subject have already apfxeared, but not 
as emanating from this Department. I note tlxat the American Yice 
Consul on his visits to the prisoners camps has been accompanied by 
journalists. 

2. I desire your opinion concerning the advisability of effecting 
the release of this information. I wish to avoid bringing any uix- 
favorable reaction on the American Consulate at Harbin, I also wish 
to avoid, of course, anything whiclx might adversely affect the step 
taken by the German Government which foi’mod the subject of your 
telegram 884, October 14, 6 p. ni. In this connection you are informed 
that an official of the German Foreign Office on October 12 handed 
an officer of the American Bhubassy the text of the notes telegraphed 
by the German Government on October 7 to the Chinese and Soviet 
Governments and simultaneously expressed tlxe hope that the Depart- 
ment would adopt a friendly attitude toward the project; he said 
also that it would be most helpful to have the support of the Ameri- 
can Press. 

3. Ai'e the “concentration camp,” mentioned in your 825, Septem- 
ber 13, 5 p. m., and the “prisoners of war camp,” mentioned in your 
858, October 4, 3 p, m., the same? 

Stimson 


803.00B/OI50 : Teleffruin 

The Mini'^ter in China (MacMurray^ to the Secrefary of State 

Peiping, October IT, 1929 — 5 p. in. 

[Received 5 : 05 p. m.] 

896. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“October 16, 10 a. m. Verdict case 38 prisoners Soviet Consulate 
raid given out in prison yestoi'day. Five sentenced to nine years, 21 
to seven, 7 to five and 4 (women) to two. Cliinese interpreter freed. 
Local foreign oj^inion is that trial was a farce.” 


MacMurr.4Y 
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893.008/660 

The Soviet Gormmssariat for Foreign Affairs to the German Embassy 
in the Soviet Union, for the Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

[Translation] 

[Moscow, October .18, 1929.] 

On May 27, at the time of the raid upon the Consulate General in 
Harbin, 37 Soviet citizens who happened to have called at the Con- 
sulate General were arrested. Notwithstanding the demand for their 
release made by the Government of the Union in its Note of May 31, 
the said persons remained in custody during the course of many 
months. 

In the court trial which was arranged for them, an attempt was 
made to justify the lawless raid upon the Consulate General and 
the imfounded arrests of the Soviet citizens there present at that time. 
That trial was conducted with complete disregard of all established 
rules and of the established mode of legal procedure. All requests 
on the part of the accused and their counsel, concerning the produc- 
tion of evidence, confrontation, etc. were summarily declined by the 
court on the ground that everything was already clear to the court 
before the trial. The accused were not even permitted to see the 
originals of those “documents”, which already had been repeatedly 
denounced by the Government of the Union as forged, and which, 
together with the fact that the accused had been calling at the 
Consulate General, were the only actual evidence of the charge in 
court. 

A trial of this kind must necessarily arouse the strongest iudi^a- 
tion not only in the U. S. S. R., but also in other countries, including 
China itself. Nevertheless, on October 15 a verdict inflicting long 
terms of imprisonment upon the accused was pronounced. 

The Govennnent of the Union feels constrained to state that the 
trial, as its whole progress has shown, was nothing but a monstrous 
court comedy to which the Government of the Union does not attach 
any legal importance, and which it regards as an attempt to camou- 
flage the latest lawless outrage upon Soviet citizens. 

" Translation from test printed in the Moscow levestia. No. 242, October 19, 
1929; copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in Latvia m his 
despatch No. 6502, October 23 ; received November 8, 1929. 
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8dl,rr Chl&«0ft B!Rart«rD/401 ; fMacrmm 

The Minister m China (MaoMurray} to the Secretary of State 

PiatPiNO, October 18, 1929-^ p. ^ 
[Keceived 9:26 p. m.] 

9QSi. Legation’s 878, October 9, noon. 

1. Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

‘‘October 16, noon. I^ent events Three Bivers district and 
Lahasusu have stirred deeply local inhabitants. It appears sadi 
events bound to continue unless some arrangements are made bv 
Nanking and/or Mukden to settle railway dispute. ^ 

My suggestion of a solution would be for the Soviet and 
Goveraments to discharge entirely the present and to appoint new 
board of directors and revision committee on the ground that the 
pi^nt memiters including the Russians, now absent, showed them- 
selv^ incapable of solving the problems which caused the present 
costly dispute. The neutral powers and the Japanese could act 
delegates to a conference and could immediately elect new manager 
and appoint him. Managers would be permitted both sides in accord- 
ance with Mukden-^viet agreement. This procedure would save 
me face of each side. New board could have its first meeting at 
Manchuria Station. ® 

Russian side appears determined to regain rights by force, while 
Ohine^ side appears unwilling to give up control of the line. How- 
ever, It IS believed if present deadlock is not soon broken serious 
losses in lives and property already grave will ensue. 

The method by which this sug^tion could be brought to both 
sid^ IS left for Legation to decide if it considers a conference feaable. 
perhaps Japanese Government would be in the best position to act in 
this respect although a move in this direction by the German Gbvem- 
m^ 'would be looked upon as less Imoref} disinterested. 

The Legation is requested to radio my suggestion to the Depart- 

2. I am not hopeful that any good results at this time could be 
obtained by the adoption of the sbove suggestion. 

MaoMxjkrat 


861.77 Chinese Ba8tern/403 : Telegram 

The Minister t7i China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peijpino, October 19, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 03 p. m.] 

910. The Senior (Netherland) Minister received the following 
telegram dated on October 18th : 

‘^Red bands raid Russian emigrant settlements Three Rivers dis- 
trict, torment [to?] death, murder all peaceful men, women; number 
victims grows incessantly. For humaneness beg you as representative 
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whole civilized world concur putting end barbarous naassacre peace- 
jEul unarmed population. Signed representative Russian emigrants 
in Hailar, Barga. Narbut.” 

Senior Minister suggested telegraphing contents of this message 
to the Secretary of League of Nations, but it was decided not to do so 
and interested Ministers are repeating description of it to their 
Governments. It has been given to Reuter’s by the Senior Minister. 

MacMubrat 


861.77 Chinese SIastern/402 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Pjesiping, October 19, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received 8 : 60 p. m.] 

911. Following from American Consul at Mukden : 

“According to trustworthy information, General Chang Hsueh- 
liang received a communication from President Chiang Kai-shek about 
a week ago urging him immediately to undertake negotiations with the 
Soviets in regard to the Chinese Eastern Railway. This move appar- 
ently came as a surprise to this government and is explained by the 
growing embarrassment of the President’s position. 

According to strictly confidential information, the local government 
has already taken steps with a view to bringing up labouf] the opening 
of negotiations with the Soviets.” 

MaoMobrait 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/404 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 21, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received October 22-— 11 : 60 a. m.®®] 

915. Department’s 337, October 17, 5 p. m. 

1. The following extracts are quoted from despatch number 2036 
of October 5, addressed to the Legation by the Ajnerican Consul at 
Harbin, with regard to the Chinese internment camp for Soviet 
Russians. Copies of this despatch were transmitted direct to the 
Department from Harbin : 

“Judging by Mr. Lilliestrom’s report and remarks and by what 1 
saw and heard, considerable improvement had been made at the camp 
recently. The prisoners complained about the cold, rightly so, the 
lack of ventilation, lack of baths, no [n-] communication with the out- 
side, and the restraint in regard to the use of the privies. They had 


®* Telegram in three sections. 
“ Not printed. 
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no complaints to make in regard to food, to crowding, and to beatings 
as formerly. 

I could find no ovideuce of cruel treatment, systematic or otherwise, 
on the part of the Chinese toward the prisoners. Efforts appeared to 
have been made to meet the reasonable i-equirements of the inmates. 
The latter did not hx>k weak or emaciated. 

At the conclusion of the visit, the Chinese officers [o^icials'] spoke 
ve^^ bitterly against the way in which they claimed Chinese prisoners 
in Siberia were being treated. Wliile at Harbin they were attempting 
to treat the Russians detainetl with considenition, the Soviet side was 
subjecting Chinese to all manner of indigikitiea. 

In conclusion, I might add that the impression I received at the 
camp was a fairly favorable one. I shall not discuss the question as 
to whether the detaining of the J people is legal or illegal, just or 
imjust. The superintendent has received orders to restrain the liberty 
of certain pereons delivered to him. He con.siders them prisoners. To 
be locked up as a prisoner is unpleasant. These people are b eing 
treated much better than prisoners in tlie ordinary Chinese jail and 
similarly as in the prison at Harbin, which is run along the lines of a 
Russian prison. 

Aside from the fact that they did not keep out of hearing distance 
when I talked with the prisoners, a point I could not very well insist 
upon, the Chinese authorities apjieared pleased to have mo make this 
visit and acted as if they had notliing to bo ashamed of in connection 
with their tzvatment of those detained.” 

2. It is suggested that the Department I'efrain from releasing 
information previously received from the Consul at Harbin pending 
receipt of the despatch above mentioned. In view of the nature of 
Hanson’s report, it is evident that the Chinese are treating the 
Russian prisoners in que.stion with more consideration than they 
ordinarily give to Chinese prisoners. It therefore .seems to me that 
were the Department to try to bring pre&sui-o on the Cliinese with 
regard to a case in which they appear to be endeavoring to live up 
to standards somewhat liigher than their ow’n in dealing wdth their 
own people, we should expose ourselves to the charge of attempting 
unfairly to exploit the situation with the object of justifying the 
position taken in our note of August 10th to the Chinese Government 
stating our unwillingness to abandon exti*aterritoriality under con- 
ditions now prevailing in Clzina.^ 

3. The question wdth regard to the identity of the “concentration 
camp” and the “prisoners camp” is being referred to the Consul at 
Harbin. 

MaoMttbkat 


' See telegram No. 254, Augiist 1, to the Minister In Oliina, p. ijiMS ; also footnote 
96. p. 599. 
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893.20/131 : Telegram 

The Minister m China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 22, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 7 : 10 p. m.^ 

916. The following Kuo Wen press despatch dated Mukden, October 
20, was published here today : 

“General Chang Hsueh-liang held a military conference today 
attended by General Chang Chun and Mr. Chow Leong-kwang,^ rep- 
resentatives from Nanking, and some fifty officers of the northeastern 
frontier defense forces. The following decisions were reached at the 
meeting : 

1. To order the frontier troops to stop Russian incursions. 

2. To report to the National Government that on accJouiit of 
the border war northeastern troops will not participate in civil wars 
against the southeast and the northwest. 

3. To declare allegiance to the National Government. 

4. To request General Yen Hsi-shan to settle the controversy between 
General Chiang Kai-shek and Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang.” 


MaoMtjbrax 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/411 : T^egram 

The Minister in China. {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 23, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received October 23 — 11 : 40 a. m.^ 

922. Department’s 337, October 17, 5 p. m., third paragraph. Yes. 

MaoMtjrray 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/426 

Manifesto of the Chinese Gove^ri/nient on the Sino-Soviet Situation ® 

The authorities of the Three Eastern Provinces of Manchuria 
unearthed on the 27th of May, 1929, a dastardly plot within the 
Soviet Consulate-General at Harbin to overthrow the National Gov- 
ernment and destroy the Chinese Eastern Railway. In pursuance 
of the Sino-Soviet agreements of 1924, the said authorities began to 
adopt on the 11th of July, 1929, necessary precautionary measures 
for the protection of the said railway. Circumstances leading to 
the above state of affairs were set forth in a manifesto of the National 
Government on 19th July, 1929,^ together with a statement showing 
how the Soviet Government had juggled with the actual facts, how 
it had misrepresented the true intent contained in China’s reply 

® Chou Eung-kwang, director of Asiatic Department of Chinese Foreign OflBlce. 

* Received by the Department from the Chinese Hiegation on October 30, 1929. 

^ See text received July 23, 1929, p. 228. 
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of the lirth of July, 1929, to the Soviet communications, and how it 
had brought about the present critical situation. In addition, the 
manifesto invited the attention of the friendly powers to the incrim- 
inating evidence of Soviet overt acts and attempts to conduct propa- 
ganda and create trouble within Chinese territory and declared that 
the National Government would nevertheless persevere in its effort 
to preserve peace and live up to the spirit of the Treaty for the 
Renunciation of War. 

Having been apprised by the Soviet Consul-General in Harbin, 
Mr. Melnikoff, that his Government was prepared to settle the di^te 
independently with China, the National Government in accordance 
with its reply of July 17th instructed Mr. Chu Shao-Yang, then 
embarking for Moscow to assume his post as Chargfi d’Affaires, to 
proceed to Manchuli to meet the Soviet representative. Upon Me. 
Chu’s arrival, the Soviet govemm^t failed to appoint such a repre- 
sentative. 

The Soviet Ambassador in Germany next expressed the desire to 
open chrect negotiations. Having informally secured the assent of 
both parties in advance, the Germaii Government suggested the fol- 
lowing formula in the form of a joint statement for the settlement 
of the dispute. 

1. Both parties are prepared to settle all the outstanding ques- 
tions in accordance with the Sino-Soviet agreements of 1924, particu- 
larly the Cliinese Eastern Railway questions in accordance with 
Article IX, paragraph 2, which reads as follows : 

“The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
a^ees to the redemption by the Government of the Republic of 
China, with Chinese capital, of the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
as well as all appurtenant properties, and to the transfer to 
China of all shares and bonds of the Railway.” 

2. Both parties agree to readjust the conditions prevailing in the 
Chinese Eastern Railway since the inception of the dispute in ac- 
cordance with the agreements of 1924 on the one hand between the 
Republic of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and, 
on the other, between the governments of the autonomous Three 
Eastern Provinces and Soviet Russia. Such readjustments shall be 
however first agreed upon at a conference of the two plenipotentiary 
delegates. 

3. The Soviet Government may recommend new Manager and 
Assistant Manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway, who shall be 
appointed by the Board of Directors of the said Railway. The Soviet 
Government shall instruct its nationals emplOTed on said Railway to 
observe faithfully the provisions of Article VT of the agreements of 
1924, which reads as follows: 
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‘‘The Government of the two contracting parties mutually 
pledge themselves not to permit^ within their respective terri- 
tories, the existence and/or activities of any organization or 

g roups whose aim is to struggle by acts of violence against the 
rovernments of either contracting party.” 

4. Both parties shall forthwith release the prisoners arrested or 
detained in connection with the dispute. 

On the 2Yth of August, 1929. the above formula was formally 
submitted to both sides. The Soviet Govermnent repudiated its 
previous assent and declined to accept it. Instead it insisted that, 
in clause 3 of the above formula, the word “new” shall be deleted and 
the word “immediately” inserted before “recommend”. Moreover it 
declared that the Manager should be appointed simultaneously with 
the joint statement and that the two Governments should simrdtane- 
ously instruct their nationals to observe the provisions of the above- 
cited Article VI. 

The ^rational Government took note of this breach of faith on the 
part of the Soviet Government and rejoined as follows : 

1. The National Government having repeatedly indicated its readi- 
ness to negotiate with the Soviet Government lor an equitable set- 
tlement, it is exceedingly happy to note that the Soviet Government 
is prepared to issue a joint statement. It therefore declares its per- 
fect agreement with Soviet Government’s proposal that negotiations 
be commenced speedily for a permanent solution of all the outstand- 
ing questions. 

2. While the National Government has no objection to the pro- 
posed insertion of the word “immediately” before “recommend/’ it 
cannot accede to the proposition that tne appointment of a new 
Manager shall be a condition precedent to the signing of a joint 
statement or the commencement of formal negotiations between ^e 
two plenipotentiary delegates. This latter proposition will be in- 
consistent with clause 2 of the formula already accepted by the Soviet 
Government. 

3. If further amendments are desired by the Soviet Government, 
they may be left to the two plenipotentiary delegates, and the latter 
decision will be endorsed by the National Government. 

The Soviet Govermnent refused to yield and declared that the 
failure of the National Government to agree to its counter-proposal, 
which must be accepted as condition precedent to the commencement 
of formal negotiations, would be taken to mean that China had of 
its own accord withdrawn the original proposition and made up its 
mind not to settle the dispute at aU. 

Undeterred by repeated rebuffs to its untiring efforts at conciliation, 
the National Government explored every reasonable and honourable 
avenue for reaching an agreement. On the 9th of October, 1929, on 
receipt of a suggestion from the German Government that there 
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might be mutual exchange of prisoners by way of easing the site 
ation and facilitating ptaiccfiil settlement* the National Goyemmeat 
pointed out that such a suggestion was included in tlie proposed joint 
statement agreed upon by the Soviet GoveriiniiUitt, and consequently 
could be effected simultaneously with the joint statement as long as 
the Soviet Government was sincere* I'he German Government con- 
curred* Thereupon tlie proposed joint statement ah'eady adopted 
was i^evised to include provisions in favuiir of the mutual appoint- 
ment of plenipotentiary delegates to settle all outstanding questions 
and readjust the prevailing conditions of the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way in accordance the agreements of 1924, respectively, for the 
Settlement of Outstanding Questions and the Provisional Manage- 
ment of the Chinese Eaistern Railway, the mutuitl exchange of pris- 
oners and the discontinuance of military movements along the Sino- 
Soviet borders in older to accommodate the wishes of both parties* 

On the other hand, the Soviet Government formally rejected the 
German suggestion for the exchange of prisoners on the pretext that 
China had no intention to respect its treaty obligations* In addition 
the German Ambassador in Moscow was given to understand that 
no Soviet national would Ixi permitted to negotiate with the Na- 
tional Government, nor would mediation by any third parties be ac- 
cepted, unless the demands containeil in Mr. Kurakhan’s communica- 
tion were first complied with. 

Since the National Government is unable to persuade the Soviet 
Government to come to an umit'able settlement, it is consti'ained to in- 
vite the attention of the world to the numerous acts of aggression 
perpetrated by the Soviet Government within Chinese territory* 
There was no formal declaration of war and the aggressions were 
perpetrated while responsible spoke.smen on both sides were consulting 
a third party and striving to reach an agreement. Notwithstanding 
contrary I'eports fabricated by Soviet propagandists, no Chinese 
soldier, or aeroplane or war vessel has crossinl the frontier or in- 
vaded Soviet teixitory. On the other hand, it was the Soviet side 
that commenced the offensive, whih^ ]lo.stiHti<^s always occurred within 
Chinese territory. If any Chinese gun had been fired, it was fired 
in self-protection. If the invailer could not be dissuaded from cross- 
ing into Chinese territory, attacks were at least repelled effectively. 

The National Government must thei'eforo hold the Soviet Govern- 
ment responsible for all the losses and damages caused to Chinese life 
and property. And if a state of war should eventuate from the 
Soviet Government’s incessant provocation, the responsibility for 
violating the peace of the Far East must be borne by the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. 

Nanking, 25 October, 1929. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/591 

MerrhO'tcmidAmh 5y the Vice Consul at HarT>in {LiTUestroTn)^ 

Haebin, October 28, 1929- 
The sea captain, who has just returned from Lahasusu, dropped in 
this morning. He was in the midst of the Soviet shelling, and 46 
Chinese soldiers were killed on his steamer. He gave me the follow- 
ing story. 

On October 12th, at 5.30 in the morning, heavy artillery fire was 
started from the Soviet flotilla against the Chinese fleet and land 
positions at Lahasusu. The signal for firing was given by the Soviet 
gunboat Liethnecht, At 6.10 in the morning the Chinese gunboats 
Chantai and Ohanan were sunk. At 6.20 a fire broke out on the 
Chinese gunboat Ghianfing^ which sank at 6.40. At T.05 the big 
former German, now Chinese, gunboat was abandoned by its 

crew and taken in tow by the Russians. It was subsequently brought 
to Habarovsk. Seven barges, formerly belonging to the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, were also captured by the Soviet forces, as well as 
army transport steamer No. 18. These were also taken to Habarovsk. 
The Soviet gunboats participating in the attack were: Liel>hnepht^ 
Kdlmuk^ Batrak^ Arachanin and Lenin. On the KaJmmh was killed 
the Chief of the Amur River Fleet, as well as 16 men. The Soviet 
side lost no gunboats, steamers or barges, nor any airplanes. 

On October 13th at 8.45 in the morning the Chinese troops stationed 
at and near Lahasusu retreated in complete disorder to Fuchin, 45 
versts distant. Soviet infantry and cavalry detachments pursued the 
retreating Chinese troops and killed great numbers with shrapnel 
fired from light artillery pieces. The Chinese troops completely 
robbed all the stores in Fuchin, and through their actions there were 
casualties among the civilian population of that town. 

The Soviet detachments were brought to the Chinese shore in eight 
barges towed by the S/S Krasny [Krasnoie?] Vi/rwpel and landed 
seven versts from Lahasusu on the Amur bank. 

On October 14th and 15th the above barges were loaded with mili- 
tary stores, including 6 3%" and 1 6" guns, 4 machine gims and 

346 rifles, Russian model, left behind by the Chinese troops. The 
Soviets also captured two barges loaded with ammunition and dyna- 
mite. From the mill at Lahasusu were taken 74,000 poods of wheat 
flour belonging to the winter reserve supplies of the Chinese forces, 
On the barges were also loaded large quantities of potatoes, cabbage, 
etcetera, stored by the military. The Chinese coolies engaged for this 
work were paid 6 chervonetz roubles per day. These coolies and the 
rest of the civilian population were not harmed by the Soviet troops. 

® Copy transmitted to Assistant Secretary of State Johnson by the Consul at 
Harbin in his covering letter of October 29 ; received November 22, 1929. 
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On October 16th and 17th the above work of loading stores wib 
continued. On the 16tk a meeting was held, and those Chinese who 
so desired were invited to join the red army and proceed to 
Habarovsk. My informant did not know whether or not any voluit 
tears came forward. On the same day at 6 P. M. the Kramoie Vimfd 
took on board 172 hastily made board coffins with dead Soviet 
diets. At five o’clock in the evening of October 17th tiie red troops 
left Lalmsusu, and only two Soviet gunboats were left at the mouth of 
the Sungari versts from ILiahasusu.* 

The Soviet casualties wore 275 men killed or wounded, while the 
Chinese casualties were 964 killed or wounded, including 148 sailors 
from the gunboats and 225 marines killed. 

On October 19th several Soviet airplanes appeared over Pudhin, 
and sunk with bombs the Chinese gunboat Ltatd. By orders of 
Admiral Shen there were sunk at a place called Shalbatai, 5 versts 
below Fuchin, army transport steamer Loehin and three barges, in 
order to prevent the Soviet fleet from sailing up the Sungari river. 

At the present time 16 steamers are held at Fuchin by order of 
Admiral Shen. On these steamers are Chin^ land troops, which, in 
case Fuchin is taken by the Soviets, will be immediately tran^rted 
on to Harbin, The number of the Chinese troops in that neighbor- 
hood is approximately 8,000. 

T. L. LCnuuoEsiBOM] 


861.77 Chinee Eastorn/421 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {^MacMutray) to the Secretary of State 

Peipino, October 29, 1929—^ p. m. 

[Recoi vod October SO — 9 : 20 a. m.^ ] 

934. Legation’s 911, October 15 [7.9], 8 p. m. In a despatch dated 
October 26th the American Consul at Mukden refers to steps taken 
with a view to bringing about opening of negotiations with the Soviet 
and states the British Legation was approached in the matter but 
that nothing eventuated as the British Government was disinclined 
to take any action owing to the ab^nce of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two countries and the existence of negotiations through 
Berlin, Myers also comments as follows on situation: 

‘‘A few days ago the Mukden Government received another 
[message!] from President Chiang Kai-shek to the effect that noth- 
ing further can be done through Berlin and that he is unable to 
render any assistance in bringing the two countries together for 
negotiation. 

♦On the 21st Chinese troops in small numbers began to return to ICiahasnsa. 
[Footnote in the origlnal.3 

•Telegram in two sections 
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In view of the approaching winter and the heavy financial burden 
of maintaining large forces along the border, not to mention the dan- 
ger of the outbreak of hostilities which is always present, this Gov- 
ernment is anxious to reach a settlement with Eussia in regard to the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. 

It is apparently realized in high quarters that the seizure of the 
railway was without sufficient justification and was a mistake. Now 
that an opportunity exists for Mukden to handle the negotiations 
without the interference of Nanking, which has been accused of using 
the incident for political purposes, it is possible that an agreement may 
be reached for the holding of a conference. 

The Mukden Government is ready to open negotiations on the basis 
of the Soviet-Mukden agreement of 1924 subject to the Soviet personnel 
being persona grata to the Chinese Government. This Government 
apparently only objects to the reinstatement of the Soviet g^eral 
manager and assistant general manager because of alleged connection 
with subversive activities in Manchuria. In view of conditions in 
China and the attitude of this Government the prospects of reaching 
an early settlement of existing difficulties seems brighter than ever 
before.” 

MacMubrat 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/429 

Memorarkdwfri T>y tTie Chief of the Dwision of Far Eastern Affairs 
{Homheoh) of a Conversation Between the Secretary of State and 
the Chinese Minister {G. C. Wv) 

^ [Washington,] October 80, 1929. 

Dr. Wu said that he had a telegram from his Government the con- 
tents of which he was instructed to bring to the attention of the Sec- 
retary. He then read what appeared to be an abstract. He said that 
the Russians had sent a force of airplanes and gunboats to Tungkiang 
(Linkiang) with 2000 infantry and 1000 cavalry. (Note: This city 
is located at the juncture of the Amur and Sungari Rivers, and is ap- 
parently on the Chinese side.) He said that they had sunk five Chi- 
nese gunboats and caused five hundred Chinese casualties. His Gov- 
ernment wished to point out that, although the Russians have made 
these and other incursions into Chinese territory, the Chinese have at 
no time set foot on or fired into Russian territory. China wished 
to notify the Powers signatory to the Kellogg Pact and to aflhcm that 
if hostilities eventuate the responsibility lies with the Russians, the 
Russians having taken the offensive. 

Dr. Wu continued, referring to the negotiations which have from 
time to time been attempted but which have been broken off. The 
Secretary thereupon stated that he very greatly regretted that the 
negotiations have so far come to nothing, particularly so as he felt 
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that the issm over which, apparently, the Russians and the Chinese 
have failed to agree, namely, that of whether the appointment of 
new officials of tlie Railway shall take place l>ofore or fake place after 
negotiaf ions are entered into, would seem f o be an issue of small con- 
sequence. Dr. Wu said that the real issue was tliat of tlie maintenance 
of the existing government in China. He said that the Russians were 
attempting in every way to undermine tlie government. He said that 
it was his personal opinion tliat the problem bi>tween China and Russia 
cannot be settled until the internal imlitical problem in China is solved. 
The Secretary said that he realised that the two problems are inter- 
related and that trouble in relation to the one is bound to spread into 
and aj9fect the other. 

The Secretary then took occasion to refer to the subject of Russian 
prisoners at Harbin. He said that lie realized that China and Rus- 
sia had i*eciprocal grievances in connection with the matter of im- 
prisoned nationals. He suggested that the Chinese might to advan- 
tage endeavor to effect an exchange of prisonei’s. Dr. Wu said that 
on this the Soviets ax^e holding off. He said that the Russian persons 
whom the Chinese are holding pri.soner are being hehl not as political 
prisoners or liostages but as crimimiLs — because of acts wdiich they 
had done in connection with the Railway. The Secretary observed 
that it seemed tluit many of the pex\so!is were wives and children: 
surely such i>ersona ivere not accused of crimes in connection with the 
Railway. The Secretary said that, regardless of the reasons for their 
being held, it ivouUi pi'obably be to China’s advantage to get them off 
their hands — perhaps just to take them to the border and discharge 
them into Russian territory. Dr. Wu said that if lie had it to do 
he would like nothing better than to see Clxina relieved of the re- 
sponsibility and expense of ‘‘entertaining” them. The Secretary then 
said that his whole interest in this question was on behalf of peace, 
he solicitously hoped for jieace tetween Russia and China. 

The conversation then turned to another sul>ject. 

(Note: See memoranda of even dateJ) 


S6 1.77 Chinese Ea8tern/430 

Merrhorandxmi hy the Secrefar^ of State of a Con verHation With the 
Jayaneae Ambassador {DehueJd) 

[Wasiiinoton,] October 31, 1929. 
The Ambassador said there was no unfavorable news from China; 
that it was rather favorable. I told him I liad received a message 
yesterday from Dr. Wu reporting serious clashes at Lin Kiang in 


Not printed. 
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Northern Manchuria. He said that the Russians attacked with 2000 
artillery and 1000 cavalry, some eight gun boats, and sunk some three 
Chinese gun boats and inflicting 500 casualties. I told hiTYi I had also 
had a despatch from Mukden on the other hand, from our own people, 
to the effect that the Manchurian authorities were now more anxious 
to make peace than ever before and that in the opinion of the Amer- 
ican authorities the chances were better than ever before for the set- 
tlement of the Chinese Eastern Railway question; that the Man- 
churian authorities were now freer from dictation from Nanking 
and that this caused the brighter hope. I asked him in which of 
these two conflicting reports did he place the most credence. He said 
unhesitatingly that the latter message would conform to a message 
which he had received from his Government, while, frankly, he did 
not believe the former. He told me that he had word from Baron 
Shidehara that hei was constantly exerting upon the Chinese Minister 
and the Russian Ambassador in Tokyo all of his efforts to make them 
obey the spirit of the Kellogg Pact. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/431 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMy/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 1, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received November 2 — 10 : 20 a. m.®] 
943. Legation’s 915, October 21, 4 p. m. In a despatch dated 
October 19th on political conditions during September American 
Consul at Harbin comments as follows with regard to the internment 
camp for Soviet Russians : 

^^The camp was visited by the German Consul many times and by 
me, Vice Consul Lilliestrom, and American, Japanese and Chinese 
journalists at different times. Some of the prisoners are accused of 
real crimes, others are no doubt held as ^suspects’, clearly proving 
{^oblthough the%\ Chinese authorities now pretend that they are all 
accused of some definite crime in order to do away with the criticism 
that intermnent camps were only established in times of war and not 
in times of peace. Some weeks ago the superintendent of the camp 
told me that he had ordered stoves put in. Tip to this writing this 
has not been done, and the prisoners must be suffering intensely, espe- 
cially at night, when it is quite cold. A threatened hunger strike 
was started but called off on assurances of the German Consul that 
better treatment would be afforded. As mentioned before, besides 
cold, absence of bathhouses and lack of communication with the out- 
side, the prisoners’ complaints are that they have no knowledge of 
what charges have been brought against tliem, if any, and of how 
long they must remain prisoners. I conclude that their condition 
is now worse than when I inspected the camp on October 2nd, 1929. 


® Telegram in two sections. 



342 


FOKEION RELATIONS, 1929, VOLUME II 


The fate of the 38 prisoners arrested during the raid on the SoTi^ 
Consulate General was mentioned in my telegram of October 16, 1829 
(Legation’s 895 1896} ^ October 17, 5 p. m.) A report on conditions 
in detail will soon follow.” 

MaoMubbat 


8ftl.77 Cfiiixieee H!a9tern/4a2 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Seoretaery of State 

PaaopiNQ, November 2, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received November 2 — 1 : 20 p. m.] 

961. Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

“November 1, noon. October 80th three Soviet aircraft bombed 
outskirts of Fuchin which unconfirmed rumor states now in Soviet 
hands. Communication between Fuchin and Lahasusu cut, so condi- 
tions in latter place unknown. It is roi>orted that Soviet gunboats 
are in the vicinity of Fuchin, probably in search of grain barges. 
Early this morning freight train blown up on east Tine railway’ 
resulting in derailment of locomotive and five cai-s.” 

MaoMdbbat 


861.77 Chinese Ba8tern/464 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PjMiTNO, November 4, 1D29 — 4 p. m. 

[Keceived November 5 — 10 : 20 a. m.] 

961, My 951, November 2, Z p. m. Following from American Consul 
at Harbin : 

^‘November 4, 3 p. m. Fuchin some days ago occupied by Soviet 
forces but now again in the hands of Chinese troops. This raid and 
of practically entire Chinese gunboat fleet have depressed all local 
Onm^e circles and produced panicky feeling at Harbin. Inhabitants 
lahmho eva<^ated, they and other residents along the Amur River 
fear Soviet offensive when Amur freezes which will be within a period 
of a week-’^ 


MaoMokrat 


861.77 Chinese Ba8terzi/487 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 9, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 7 : 25 p. m.] 

975. Legation’s 934, October 29, 9 p. m. 

1- In a despatch dated November 4^, American Consul at Mukden 
reported that the following telegram was sent October 29th to Karak- 
han at request of Chang Hsueh-liang: 
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“Eef erring to jrour telegram of October 25tb, it has been diown to 
Mukden aumorities. Marshal Chang says Manchuria’s attitude to- 
wards the problem has been [has nov\ changed from that originally 
expressed by him. He adds ^at if Russia siucerely wishes to nego- 
tiate with Mukden he is as sincerely ready to negotiate with Russia 
on the basis of the 1924 agreement between Mukden and Russia. I am 
certain you understand why an amicable settlement has so far not 
been effected. Marshal Chang has not received directly or indirectly 
the terms which you state were sent to the Mukden authorities on 
August 29, therefore would you kindly wire to him as soon as possible 
an exact copy of the terms given to the Grennan Ambassador.” 

2. Myers added that no reply to the foregoing had yet been received 
but it was expected in Mukden that if Karakhan intended sending a 
reply it would be received there. 

MAoMtlBBAT 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/451 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoM'wrray) to the Seoretafry of State 

Peipinq, November 19, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 20 p. m.] 

1006. Legation’s 975, November 9, 1 p. m. In a despatch dated 
November 15 American Consul, Mukden, reports that no reply has 
been received from Karakhan to tlie telegram sent October 29. A 
second telegram was sent on November 7th inquiring if the Mukden 
authorities could expect a repetition of the Soviet Government’s re- 
quirements on August 29 as they had not yet been received. Myers 
continues: 

“No answer to [any of] these telegrams is now_ ejected. It is 
believed that the Soviet Government intends to await the outcome of 
the present conflict between the Nanking Government forces and the 
Kuominchun before resuming conversations with the Chinese authori- 
ties and possibly intends in the meantime to invade and occupy Chinese 
territory. The ominous character of the situation is undoubtedly 
causing considerable anxiety in official circles. 

That the Chinese authorities in Manchuria are anxious to make a 
reasonable settlement of this issue there can be little [doubt]. How- 
ever, their efforts at bringing about a resumption of negotiations have 
thus far failed and under ttie circumstances the means of obtaining 
their object seems to be wanting.” 


MaoMxtrrat 
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801.77 CliiiJi«»e Ka«ter»/402 : Teleirriini 

The Minister in China {MacMvrray) to the Secretary of State 

l*KU‘iNO, ISTovembor 19, 1929 — 5 p-m. 

| Iifci*ived November 20 — 9 a.m.] 
1008. My 1001, NovemlH*r 15, 11 a. m.® Following from A mAriAa n 
Consul at Harbin : 

“November 18, 3 p. m. Soviet planes bombed, November 16, railway 
line between Tsagan 61 kilometres from blanchuria Station, and 
Chalainor. Communications in (hat sectitm broken and trains only 

{ )roceeding to Hailar. Unconfinned reports state that heavy fighting 
ast two days Manchuria Station which partially destroyed and that 
Chalainor coal mines i-uined. On 19th largo number &viet planes 
reached Mutanchiang, 191 kilometi*es from Fogranichnaya. Uncon- 
firmed reports state tliat they tle-stroyed Chinese depot there where 
stored 14 aeroplanes. Kussian population [apparent omission] 
Harbin.” 


MaoMubbat 


801.77 Chinese lSa8t<*rn/458 : Tcl«»gratn 

The Minister in China {MacMurra^^) fa the Secretary of State 

Peii»ino, Novi»mber 20, 192& — 3 p. m. 

[Received 'Novmnhi^r 21 — 2 : 65 a. m.] 

1011. My 1008, Noveinbex* 15 5 p. nu F ollowing from American 

Consul at Hai'bin : 

‘^November 19, 3 p. ni. Reports of serious Red aeroplane attacks on 
Ghalaino^ Tsagan and railway line, of which 30 kilometers destroyed 
between Chalainor and Hailar and at Mutanchiani^, confirmed. On 
17th passenger train fired \ipon, held up, and robbed near Tsagan by 
Red iri*egulars. Trains running as far as Horhonte 


MaoMttbrax 


861.77 Chinese E!astern/4r>4 : Telegram 

The Mmister in China (M cbcMur'ray') to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 21, 1929 — ^noon. 
[Received November 21 — 6 a. m.] 
1020. Following from American Consul in charge at Mukden: 

^^‘November 20, 6 a. ni. According to confidential information re- 
ceived from official source, Chinese lost 2,000 men killed up to yester- 
day on the V7€stern front. Twenty-seven Soviet aircraft are re- 


*Not printed.^ 

The same as Tsokang. 

^ The same as Heierbungteh. 
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ported to have dropped more than 300 bombs which did much dam- 
age; fighting still continues, with Chinese forces reported to be 
generally holding their positions.” 

MacMtjerat 

861.77 Chinese Eastern/462 

Memorandmn hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washustoton,] November 21, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister called upon the Secretary today and in con- 
versation stated that the Eussians made a further attack upon the 
Chinese frontier at Manchuli and at Dailainor.^^ He said that they 
had counted as many as 27 aeroplanes in the raid and that nearly 
30,000 Eussian troops and a large number of tanks had invaded 
Chinese soil. He said that China intended to lay the matter before 
the League as there was an article in the League Covenant under 
which they could do this. The Secretary asked whether Eussia was 
a member of the League and the Minister said that he thought not, 
but a provision of the Covenant provided for that. The Chinese 
Minister asked whether as sponsors for the Kellogg Treaty the 
United States intended to do anything about it. The Secretary 
replied that he thought the United States had done everything 
it could do in the matter; that we had called to the attention of 
the Chinese and the Eussians their obligations under the Kellogg 
Pact and both had announced their pacific intentions. He re- 
minded the Chinese Minister that in conversation with him he 
had suggested to him the advisability of setting up a commission 
voluntarily by the Eussians and the Chinese without dictation from 
the other Powers for the purpose of investigating the facts and for 
the reestablishment of the status quo. The Secretary stated also that 
he felt that the Chinese were in their present predicament because 
they had very unwisely, it seemed to him, refused to accept the 
settlement proposed by the Eussians, insisting upon the only dif- 
ference between the two, apparently over the question as to whether 
the new Eussian manager should be appointed before or after the 
discussions or investigations began. And now the Eussians were 
refusing to negotiate and apparently were exerting pressure while 
waiting upon the course of events in China. 

N[elson] T. J[oHairsosr] 


Presumably Chalainor. 



346 FORBIOK KEZ<ATIOKS, td 29 , VOWUn II 

861.77 ChtneM Ba«tern/4B8 : T«I«irram 

The Atn^aesador m Great Britain (Bences) to the Secretary of State 

tParaphniae} 

London, November 22, 1829 — ^nooD. 
[Boceived November 22—9 : 85 a. m,] 
886. Frank B. Kellogg sends the following to the Secretary of State: 
He suggests whether the time has not come for the Secretaiy and the 
other governments to make the apiical, considered last. July, or some 
thing like it, to China and Russia before the Manchurian border 
disorders drift too far. 

Dawes 


861.7T BIastern/450 : 

The Minister in China. {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peipino, November 22, 1929 — 6 p, m, 
[Heceived November 22—11 : 16 a. m.] 
1026* My November 21, noon* Foliowiiig from American 

Consul at Mukden : 

‘‘November 21, 6 p. m. It has been learned from official source today 
that Manchuli and Chalainor have both been captured by the Soviets. 
General Han and another general, name unknown, were captured; 
latter committed suicide.’’ 


MAoMxjBBilT 


861.77 Chinese BJii8tern/464 : 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the ScGretary of State 

Peiping, November 23, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 1 : 16 p. 

1033. My 1011, November 20, 3 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Hankow [iyarS/??.] : 

“November 4 p. m. Further reports indicate Red forces with 
the aeroplanes did considerable damage to Chinese forces ; to railway 
between Manchuria Station and Tsagan; and to Chalainor mines 
where electric plant inachinei*y destroyed, resulting in flooding of 
mines and drowning of hundreds employees who had taken refuge 
underground. There are unconfirmed reports of annihilation four 
echelons Chinece forces by Soviet aeroplanes at station Tsagan. There 
is one American citizen John Ganin at Manchuria Station but condi- 
tions there unknown due to the breakage telegraphic communication 
with that place. Mishan has fallen into Red hands. Attempts have 
been made to destroy Muling coal mines, and raids have been made on 
Chinese towns on the Argun River which now frozen. Hailar panic- 


Telegram in two sections. 
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stricken inhabitants fear retreat of Chinese forces to that place and 
farther east. Postal staff and Chinese officials are about to leave 
Hailar. Later reports indicate that Chinese inhabitants have with- 
drawn from Manchuria Station to the empty shores of Lake Dalainor 

g ursued by Bed forces and that entire district between Manchuria 
tation and Horhonte is in Bed hands. Many freight cars are being 
sent today to Hailar in anticipation of the evacuation of troops and 
inhabitants there.” 

Pebkiks 


801.77 Chinese Eastern/466 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 24, 1929 — noon. 

[Beceived 2:50 p. 

1036. My 1033, November 23, noon. Following two telegrams re- 
ceived from American Consul at Harbin : 

^^November 23, 3 p. m. It would appear that Chinese military intend 
to withdraw forces to this side of the Hingan Mountains if Bied pres- 
sure continues. Beliably reported retreating troops have done some 
looting at Hailar, which place is being evacuated by civilian population. 
Beds advancing from Mishan toward Muling. No news has been 
received regarding fate customs and postal staffs, Japanese Consul. 
John Ganin at Manchuria Station. Beliably reported that Mukden 
had decided independently commence negotiations through Taoyin 
Tsai by wireless but recent Bed attacks upset this plan. Situation 
between Hingan Mountains and Manchuria Station serious.” 

“November 23, 5 p. m. German Consul General and I together called 
^on General Chang Ching-hui, civil administrator, who stated that 
General Wang Shu-chang, commander of the [apparent omission] 
army, was holding three brigades Fengtien troops at Harbin to protect 
this place from attacks by Bed forces, brigands or retreating disorderly 
troops and that there would be no danger to foreign lives and property 
here. He had no knowledge of the hereabouts of foreign colony of 
Manchuria Station or troops which left there for Hailar by way of 
Lake Dalainor. He believed that foreigners were with these troops. 
He added that there was fighting near Mishan but not at Pogranich- 
naya and that Fengtien troops were stationed east as far as Imienpo 
and west as far as Hingan Mountains. He inferred that, inasmuch as 
Hailar could not be defended, Chinese forces which were not equipped 
for offensive and did not possess antiaircraft guns or aeroplanes might 
be forced to retreat to Hingan Mountains. He stated, which is true, 
that defeats of Chinese forces due to the activities Soviet aeroplanes 
against which Chinese have no protection. Beliably informed that 
Soviet aeroplanes commenced dropping bombs at Hailar noon today. 

Inhabitants panic stricken and representatives foreign firms have 
mst telegraphed to local consuls to render immediate assistance. 
Heilungkiang military governor Wan Fu-lin now at Bukedo 

Perkins 


” Telegram in three sections. 
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801.77 Chtnesa BasterDA73 

Memorandttm, hy the Aseistani Secretary of State (Johnson) 

fWwXSHTNOTON,] November 25, 1929. 

The Counselor of the Italian Embassy, Count Marchetti, came to see 
me today and stated that his Government had instructed him that the 
Chinese Minister had informed them that the Chinese Government was 
considering making an apiKsal to the League of Nations in regard to the 
invasion of China by Rus.sia in the Chinese Eastern matter. He said 
that his Government toid the Chinese that they thought this was a 
proper act and that frankly speaking they would be very glad to par- 
ticipate in any consideration of the matter the Ijcague might take. 
Marchetti stated that since receiving that information he had read the 
newspapers here which indicated that the situation was very serious 
and he wondered whether the situation had changed. 

I told Marchetti that so far as I knew it had not changed ; that so far 
as we were concerned we had no objection to the Chinese taking the 
matter up with the League, if they so desired; that wo hoped they 
would be able to find some peaceful solution, if such could be found. 

N[Kn£ioN] T. J[ohnson] 


861.77 Clilnose Bastprn/817 

Memorandum hy the Asshtant Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[Wasuinoton,] November 25, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador came to see me, at my request, today and I 
asked him whether ho had any information as to conditions in China. 
He told me that only this morning he had had a telegram stating that 
from Chinese sources they wei-e informed that on the seventeenth the 
Red Army bombed Dailainor but liad not attacked Mnnehuli and that 
the Chinese troops were withdrawn to Hailar. He said that the Japa- 
nese Ambassador at Moscow had been in.structed by his Government to 
make representations to the Soviet Government asking them to respect 
Japanese lives and pi'operty. 

I asked him whether he had any intimations fnim his Government 
that they looked upon the situation as being serious. He said that he 
had nothing except this message and as it was marked urgent he nat- 
urally assumed that they were carefully watching the .situation and 
looked upon it as having serious aspects. 

I asked him if he had any information to indicate the intentions 
of the Russians. He said he had not but he assumed that the Russians 
were attempting to put pressure upon China for the purpose of 
forcing them to accept the Russian terms for settlement of the rail- 
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way matter. He said he did not believe that the Russians intended 
to occupy the railway by force; that to do so would be to feel that 
they were absolutely mad for to occupy the railway by force would 
bring them to Changchun and right up against the Japanese. I 
gathered that I should infer that the Japanese would not sit quietly 
by and see this happen. 

At this point the Secretary buzzed for me and after I had gone to 
him and told him of my conversation with the Japanese Ambassador, 
the Secretary asked the Ambassador to come in. In the course of 
conversation the Secretary stated to the Ambassador that he was 
somewhat worried about the present situation. He said he had reason 
to feel that when he made his suggestions in July they had not been 
well received by the Japanese. 

The Japanese Ambassador stated that in order to be quite frank 
he wanted to say that the Government and himself quite understood 
our motives but that the Secretary must remember that the infor- 
mation came to them through the French first and naturally created 
certain doubts. The Secretary said he wanted the Japanese to under- 
stand that he desired to keep them informed of his thoughts in this 
matter. He said that there was no question of special interests or 
such like questions involved in his own mind. It was a question of 
the disturbance of peace in the Far East and he thought the Japanese 
and ourselves were equally interested in seeing the peace preserved 
and his only proposition at the present moment, or at any moment was 
to find some way in which peace might be preserved. 

The Secretary stated that he was thinking very seriously of what 
possible steps might be taken by the Powers party to the Kellogg Pact 
to bring about an amicable settlement of the troubles now besetting 
the Chinese and tlie Russians. He said he would be very glad if the 
Ambassador would communicate that fact to his Government and 
obtain for him any thoughts or suggestions the Japanese Foreign 
Minister might have. 

The Secretary stated that he had not reached any conclusions in 
his own mind but he thought perhaps it might be necessary for him 
to make some kind of a public statement on the subject, calling the 
attention of the Chinese and Russians to their obligations under the 
Pact. He said he had not thought of consultiug the other Powers on 
the matter but he wanted to let the Japanese know. 

The Ambassador stated he would make inquiry and let the Secretary 
know what Baron Shidehara had to say. The Ambassador then 
departed. 


N[elson] T. J[obcnsoit] 
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861.77 CUnea« Bast«rn/460 : T«l«Kraia 

The ChargA in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Pbifino, November 26, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received November 26 — 6:80 a. ni.“] 
1042. My 1036, November 24, noon. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“November 26 [«<?/], 9 a. m. Arrivals from Hailar confirm the re- 
port Chinese garrison Manchuria Station which is in Red hands sur- 
rendered or Tost near Xjake Dalainor. Demoralized troops from 
Chalainor retreating to Hailar looted all stations en route. Soviet 
aeroplanes dropped few bombs outskirts Haila^ caused panic among 
troops who commenced looting foreigii and Chinese property and 
fleeing toward Hingan Mountains. Reliable report states that Cninese 
military have given orders to destroy Hailar by fire, that native quar- 
ter now burning and that inhabitants fleeing over land. It is believed 
that the Chinese forces west of Hin^n Mountains are out of hand and 
that military headquarters have been estabiislied at Bukedu with plans 
to make a stand at the mountains. Mongol arnban and his staffnave 
left Hailar in the direction Hulunarshan. Russian po|}ulation at 
Harbin much disturbed. Telegrams only accepted for points to Bu- 
kedu. General Wan Fu-lin wired me he ordered military to aid 
Americans to evacuate from Hailar. If Soviet aeroplanes should 
bomb troops at Bukedu then there would be grave danger of demoral- 
ized soldiers, bent upon looting, retreating to Harbin.” 

PaioEms 


861.77 CliincBe Ea8t4irn/473 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Japan (Neville) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, November 2G, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

117. (1) I -wish you to make an appointment with the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs at once and to say to him tiiat, from the information 
which is available to the United States Government, it is evidently 
clear that serious hostilities, which approximate a condition of actual 
warfare, are proceeding between the armed forces of China and Russia 
in Manchuria and are accompanied by the occupation of territory and 
by numerous casualties. 

(2) Both China and Russia, you will recall, have adhered to and 
ratified the Paris Pact renouncing war and covenanting to use pacific 
means to settle disputes and conflicts arising between them. 

(8) The obligations which were thus solemnly assumed, you will 
further recall, were called last J uly to the attention of these two pow- 

" Telegram in two sections. 

“The same, mutatia mutandis j on November 26 to the diplomatic representa- 
tives in France (No. 384), Great Britain (No. 314), and Italy (No. 73) ; and, on 
November 27, to the diplomatic representative in Germany (No. 90). 
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ers, just as the controversy which now involves them was beginning, 
and at that time both coimtries reafSrmed publidy their adherence 
to the Paris Pact’s obligations. 

(4) You will state that the United States Government, beinjg 
alarmed because of the serious extent to which both China and Russia 
have recently carried hostile acts, is decidedly of the opinion that a 
further development of the situation along lines which are so fraught 
with danger to everyone concerned should not be pemiitted without 
protest by those powers who sponsored the pact against its violation. 

(6) To the Minister for Foreign Alffairs you will read and leave in 
his possession a copy of the following statement : " 

(6) “The Government and people of the United Stat^ have ob- 
served with apprehensive concern the course of events in relations 
between China and Russia in the phase which has developed in refer- 
ence to the situation in Northern Manchuria since July 10. 

On July 18 this Government took steps, through conversations be- 
tween the Secretary of State and the diplomatic representatives at 
Wadungton of five Powers,’^® to see that the attention of the Chinese 
and the Russian Governments be called to the provisions of the^Treaty 
for the Renunciation of War, to which both China and Russia were 
signatories. Both the Russian and Chinese governments then made 
formal and public assurances that neither would resort to war unless 
attacked. Since that time that Treaty has been ratified by no less 
than fifty-five Powers, including China and Russia, 

The American Government desires again to call attention to the 
provisions of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, particularly to 
Article II, which reads, The High Contracting Parties agree that the 
settlement or solution of all disputes or conflicts of whatever nature 
or of whatever origin they may be, which may arise, among them, 
ghall never be sought except by pacific means;’ and the American 
Government takes occasion to express its earnest hope that China and 
Russia will refrain from measures of hostility and will arrange in the 
near future to discuss between themselves the issues over which they 
are at present in controversy. The American Government feels that 
the respect with which China and Russia will hereafter be held in the 
good opinion of the world will necessarily in great measure depend 
upon the way in which they carry out these most sacred promises.” 

(7) You will say to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that you have 
been instructed by me to ask him if his Government would be ready 
to make public a statement, along lines similar to those quoted above, 
but not necessarily in the same wording, on a date which will be fixed 
to coincide with this Government’s issuance of such a statement on an 
early date to be decided upon and to communicate it at the same time 
textually to the Chinese and Russian Governments. 


” Quotation not parai^braseO. 

“ See telegram No. 237, July 19, to the Minister in China, p. 215. 
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(8) You will say to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, if he 
can give me his answer through you, I shall be grateful to receive it if 
possible by Thursday, November 28.*® 

(9) In conclusion you will say that identical communications are 
being made to France, Great Britain, and Italy, and you will ask that 
confidential treatment be given the matter pending a decision being 
reached with regard to action which may bo possible. 

(10) You may add that this Government hopes that each govern- 
ment, in publishing such a statement as I have proposed above, will 
take appropriate steps to convey its hope to the other powers, which 
are parties to the Paris Pact, that they %vill be associated with France, 
Gi'eat Britain, Italy, and Japan in deprecating any violation, im- 
pending or actual, of the Paris Pact obligations. You may say that 
the United States Government ui’ges this action so that the protest 
represents the widest possible signatory group and thereby the broad- 
est possible world opinion. 

Stimson 


861,77 Cliiiiese Eastern/573 

M eTTioTCtnduTTi hy the Chief of the IHinsion of Eastern Europeem 

Affairs {Kelley) 

[Wariiinoton,] Novombor 26, 1929. 

The following information with regard to the Soviet troops on the 
Chinese frontier is of interest in connection with the recent Soviet 
raids into Chinese territory. 

The Soviet forces east of Lake Baikal are organized into a ^^special 
Far Eastern army” and consist of two army corps (Ji rifle divisions, 
1 cavalry brigade, 30-35 airplanes each) with a total st rength of about 
113,000 men. Before the sei/.ure of the Chinese Eastern Eailway the 
troops in this region numbered about 34,000. Tlie increase to j>resent 
strength has been brought about by the I'ccruitment of the various 
units to war strength and by the transfer of two rifle divisions from 
Western Siberia. No new units have been transferred from European 
Russia to Eastern Sibeiua. The only transfers of which we have 
knowledge are individual replacements and a detachment of 7,000 
O. G. P. U. (secret police) troops. 

The Commander of the Special Far Eastern Army is General Vas- 
sili Blucher, who, under the name of Galen, was militai'y adviser to 
the Chinese Nationalists at the time that Borodin was political ad- 
viser- He is considered to have an excellent knowledge of the organi- 
zation of the Chinese military forces and internal political conditions 

"III telegram No. 118, November 26, 1020, 4 p. in., the Secretary of State 
informed the Charge in Japan that in .Japan’s case the date should be “Friday, 
November 20” (861.77 Chinese Eastern/476). 
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in China. He is also well informed with regard to the Russian Far 
East, since he was Minister of War of the Far Eastern Republic in 
1921-22. 

R. F. K[eixget] 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/474 ; Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 27, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received November 27 — 6 : 30 a. m.] 

1046. Legation’s 1042, November 26, 12 noon. Following from 
Reuter, Nanking, November 26: 

^^The State Council yesterday sent identical telegrams to the League 
of Nations and the signatories of the Kellogg Peace Pact drawing 
attention to the Soviet incursion into Manchuria. 

The telegram then goes on to say that while the Nationalist Govern- 
ment has always remained on the defensive, despite repeated attacks 
by the Soviet forces, the Soviet Government has now, without declar- 
ing war, invaded China and occupied Chinese cities and has ‘mas- 
sacred innocent Chinese citizens in cold blood’. 

The telegram hopes in conclusion that the signatories of the Kellogg 
Pact will take appropriate steps to stop and punish this deliberate 
violation of the pact.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/483 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour)^ 

Washington, November 27, 1929 — ^noon. 
387. Department’s 384, November 26, 2 p. m.^^ I am adding German 
Government. Inform Foreign Office. 

Cotton 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/475 ; Telegram 

The Charge in China (^PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 27, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 
[Received November 27 — ^7 : 35 a. m.] 
1048. Legation’s 1041 \1OJ0\^ November 26, noon. Following from 
American Consul, Harbin : 

“November 26, 6 p. m. Recent arrivals from Hailar confirm loot- 
ing and burning that place by Chinese forces. Region east Hingan 
Mountains appears quiet. 

®^The same to the diplomatic representatives in Great Britain (No. 316), Italy 
(No. 74), and Japan (No. 119) (861.77 Chinese Eastern/489, 490, 491). 

See footnote 16, p. 350. 
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It is reported Manchuria Station administered by joint Soviet- 
Chinese but all quiet and foreigners safe there* Beds have retired 
from Mishan* Conditions quiet at Pogranichnaya, Taheiho. Chinese 
and Bussians at Harbin panicky and place no reliance on Chinese 
troops who have caused and threaten to cause more trouble than the 
Beds* Chinese Chamber of Commerce here have asked authorities 
to approach consular corps with request that it call in foreign troops 
if local soldiers get out of hand* Many Chinese families leaving 
Harbin; however, I do not think any serious danger threatens Harbin 
at present. 

It is practically certain that Mukden has been authorized to nego- 
tiate separately. Taoyin Tsai has departed for Mukden eviderSly 
in connection Chinese desire to commence negotiations. Embassy 
informed.’’ 

The Department’s attention is particularly invited to the statement 
that the consular body may be approached with a request that it call 
in foreign troops if local soldiers get out of hand. 

Peseeiks 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/478 : Telegram 

TAe Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 27, 1920 — 6 p. m. 

[Beceived November 27 — 11 : 60 a. mu] 

1049. Legation’s 1048, November 27, 1 [£] p. m. Following instruc- 
tion is being sent to the American Consul at Harbin : 

“November 27, 6 p. m. Your November 26, 6 p. m. 

1. During the civil disturbances in China proper in January 1927, 
American consular officers were authorized, in the event of trouble 
occurring or becoming imminent within foreigners’ respective consu- 
lar districts, to advise Americiins at interior points or at smaller 
treaty ports to proceed without delay to places at which they might 
receive protection or from which they might be evacuated if necessary. 

2. La the present endeavors you should be guided by the general 
principle adopted at the time by a treaty government Isi^ with 
respect to the protection of its nationals. 

3. Foregoing being repeated to the Department.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tem/482 ; Telegram 

The Charge in Switzerland {Moffat) to the Secretary of State 

Beriste, November 27, 1929 — ^7 p. m. 
[Received November 27 — 6:25 p. m.] 
112. Drummond informs me privately that Chinese representa- 
tive at Geneva called on liim today with reference to Busso-Chinese 


Sir Eric Drummond, Secretary General of the league of Nations. 
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dispute and explained that, in spite of all representations thus far 
made, Russian aggression is continuing and that in the eyes of the 
Chinese Government the situation is growing daily more acute. He 
came to inquire what steps the League could or would take if he were 
[to] present a formal request for intervention. Drummond pointed 
out to him that if China should appeal to the League he, Drummond, 
would at once arrange for an emergency meeting of the Council under 
article XI which could be convened within a mmiTnmn of three 
days. It would then be necessary for the Council to take action under 
article XVH of the Covenant and invite Russia which is not a member 
of the League ^‘to accept the obligations of membership” for the 
purpose of this dispute. Chinese representative thereupon left with- 
out presenting a request for League assistance. 

I understand that following this interview Chinese representative 
told members of the press that there were two mechanisms designed 
to insure peace, namely, the League of Nations and the Kellogg Pact, 
and that in the circumstances China might well decide to invoke 
both. 

Moffat 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tern/477 : Telegram 

The Charge in Japan {Nemlle) to the Secretary of State 

Tokyo, November 27, 1929 — ^8 p. m. 

[Received November 27 — ^11 : 05 a. m.] 
111. Department’s telegram No. 117.^® Minister of Foreign Affairs 
told me that he doubted the practical benefit which would ensue from 
the issuing of a joint statement by the powers. He said that state- 
ments had been made at Nanking that China would appeal to the 
powers and that the Russians regardless of the facts in the case would 
regard any such public statement as instigated by the Chinese; that 
reports from Japanese Consulates in Manchuria [Station] and Tsi- 
tsihar indicated that the recent warlike activity in Manchuria was 
greater in degree but no different from actions that had been fairly 
constant during the past few months ; that the actual fighting seemed 
to have quieted down and he did not apprehend any further grave 
developments as the Japanese Consuls stated there was no danger to 
J apanese residents ; though it was found true that the Chinese officials 
had left Manchuli. 

He then told me that he was anxious for the restoration of peace- 
ful conditions and that he was prepared to, and would on his own 
responsibility, tell both the Russians and the Chinese privately that 
the recent disturbances were attracting the attention of the world 


®®Of November 26, p. 350. 
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and producing a bad impression m\d added that he did not believe that 
actual warfare would result or that the Soviets had any intention 
if they had the ability to occupy any territory permanently. He told 
me further that there was a prospect of negotiations over the Chinese 
Jfiastern Railway being opened between Mukden and the Soviets with 
the approval of the Nanking authorities and that he would hesitate 
to recommend any action that might prejudice such arrangements. 

He tlien said, in reply to my question, that this was not his final 
answer and that altiiough he did not believe he would change his mind 
he would see me again before the 20th and tell me his decision. 

NBVIILiE 


8C1.77 Chinese Bastern/481 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Great Bntain {Dawes) to the Secretofry of State 

[Paraphrase] 

London, November 27, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received November 27 — 6 : 30 p. m.] 
350. The matter in your No. 314, November 20, 2 p. I submitted 
this evening to the British Foreign Secretary. In general he approves, 
but he suggests a joint statement by Great Britain, Franco, Italy, 
Japan, and the United States. The general sense of your statement 
in No. 314 he is entirely willing, he added, to accept. He urges 
strongly inviting Japan to liecomc a signatory to the joint statement, 
unless substantial reasoiKs exist to the contrary. 

Regarding your paragraph (10), the Foi'eign Secretary suggests 
that the arrangements with the other signatory powers be completed 
by you. He suggests also that finally the api)eal to the Cliinese and 
Russian Goveimments be presented on behalf of all the signatory 
powers by you in the way which you think is most appropriate. He 
suggests further the wnsdom of leaving to you any publication relative 
to this matter. 

Dawes 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/4S7 : Telegram 

T'he Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in China {PerJeins) 

Washington, November 28, 1929 — ^noon. 
394. Associated Press despatch from Moscow printed in today’s 
papers say China has accepted Russian terms for settlement Chinese 
Easteim Railway controversy. Can you confirm? 

Cabr 


^ See footnote 1C. p. 350. 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/4S4 : Telegram 

The Ghaxge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, November 28, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 12:15 p. m.] 

535. As instructed in your telegram 384, November 26, 2 p. m.,**® 
I have seen the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, brought the 
contents to his attention, and left with him in writing the state- 
ment in your paragraph (6) . 

Foreign Minister Briand states his entire agreement with you that 
France and the United States, as the two original sponsors of the 
Paris Pact, cannot, in the face of events transpiring now in North 
Manchuria, stand with folded arms. Therefore, he agrees in prin- 
ciple with the proposed action and is ready to make public a state- 
ment, similar to the one you outlined, on a date which is fixed to 
coincide with the issuance of the statement by you. 

M. Briand has asked me to inquire, however, what significance, 
if any, is to be given to Japan’s omission from the list of governments 
to which your proposal is made. Japan, he pointed out, is the only 
original Paris Pact signatory from the principal powers to be omitted 
from your list (the Department’s No. 387, November 27, noon, regard- 
ing Germany’s inclusion among the powers approached, reached me 
prior to my interview with M. Briand). Taking into account the 
importance of Japan’s position in affairs of the Far East and of 
Japan’s interests in China, and especially in Manchuria, M. Briand 
feels that failing to include Japan with the powers to be consulted 
originally not only might offend the Japanese Government but might 
be interpreted by the Chinese and Russian Governments to indicate 
a lack of agreement on this question between Japan and the other 
powers. 

M. Briand has accordingly requested me to obtain from you further 
information as to this point, presumably desiring such before giving 
to the proposed plan the final approval of his Government. 

Armoxjr 


861.77 Cliinese Eastern/480 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 28, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received November 28—6 : 20 a. m.^®] 
1051. My 1048, November 27, 2 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

See footnote 16, p. 350. 

Telegram in two sections. 
a2a423 — 43 — vol. il 32 
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“November 27, 6 p. m. It now appears that through mediation 
Ja]^anese Consul, Manchuria Station, Chinese fo^s there were volun- 
tarily disarmed by Commander Liang Chung-chia who took refuge in 
Japanese Consulate. There was some severe fighting near ChalaTnor. 
Soviet aeroplanes expedition several times dropped few bombs near 
railway bridge outside Hailar and flew west. 

No indication any large Soviet troop movements then or now. With 
possible exception of damage to Chalainor mineSj all damage caused by 
looting, burning, and killing was done and is being done by disorgam 
ized retreating Chinese troops whose commanding ofiScers deserted 
them at Hailar. Muling was taken and then evacuated by a few 
hundred Red troops supported by a few Soviet aeroplanes which had 
for their object securing grain supplies. 

Chinese populace is not worrying about Red invasion but is in deadly 
fear of being attacked and looted by Chinese soldier mob. Refuge® 
arriving daily by the hundreds tell the same story of looting by Chi- 
nese forces but not by the Reds at all points from Hailar to Buketu. 
Reports indicate there are no Red forces between Hingan Mountains 
and Chalainor. It is possible Red forces have alret&y with^awn 
from that place and Manchuria Station. Tension at Harbin has re- 
laxed. It IS requested that in view of the distorted statements re- 
garding situation broadcast by the Chinese as mentioned in the news- 
papers, the contents of this telegram be sent as soon as possible to 
the Department. 

Emba^y informed by mail.” 


PXBKIKS 


S61.77 Chin€8e S!a8terzi/494 : Telegram 

The Anibassddor in O&rmany {^Schurrnan) to the Secretary of State 

J Paraphrase] 

Beklin, November 28, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received November 28 — 3 : 15 p.m.] 
234. Your No. 90, November 27, 1 p. ... I saw the German 
Minister for Foreign Ajffairs at 1 p. m. After I had explained the 
matter in full to him, he asked if I would object to having Von Schu- 
bert join us. When he came, the subject was explained to him. They 
wislied to have until 7 p. m, for a definite reply, and we finally agreed 
on 6 p. m. 

However, from the conversation I believe I can anticipate their 
decision. The Foreign Minister said that his Government on No- 
vember 2C had received from the Chinese Government and had trans- 
mitted to the Russian Government a proposal to settle the dispute 
with Russia. According to the German Wolff’s Telegraph Bureau on 
November 27, this proposal was directly repeated by Chang Hsudi- 
liang at Mukden in a telegram to Litvinoff at Moscow, and the latter 


” See footnote 16, p. 350. 
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accepted it. The proposal is based on restoring the situation which 
existed when the present conflict began. 

So far the German Government has no official confirmation as to 
Litvinoff’s reply; but the Soviet Telegraph Agency, Tass, on Novem- 
ber 27 published at Moscow the text of his acceptance. 

SOECDRMAN 


861.77 Chinese II3astern/486 : Telegram 

The ArthbcissddoT in ItcH/y ( Garrett) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Bomb, November 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Eeceived November 28 — 5 : 45 p. m.] 
88. Your 73, November 26, 2 p. m.^^ The Italian Minister for For- 
eign Affairs is in entire sympathy with the action you have suggested 
and assures me that his Government will join those of the United 
States and the other powers you mention in carrying it out. A joint 
note of the five powers would, however, in his opinion, be more effec- 
tive, and his suggestion is that, following their agreement and in view 
especially of the fact that the American and British Governments 
have no diplomatic representatives in the Soviet Union, the French 
Government should be asked to forward to both China and Russia 
an identic note in the sense of your paragraph (6) . If such joint ac- 
tion for any reason cannot be carried out, he says his Government will 
act as you suggested in your paragraphs (7) and (10). Until he re- 
ceive further communications through the American Embassy here, 
he will keep the whole matter confidential. Query ; Is J apan included 
in the action suggested? 

Gabrett 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/495 ; T^egram 

The Anibassador in Germany (^Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Bbbun, November 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 
[Received November 28 — 6 p. m.] 

235. My 234, November 28, 2 M P- m. The German Foreign Min- 
ister, Curtius, stated his Government’s position to me as follows : 

(1) The German Government is prepared to do everything inits 
power, in accordance with the Baris Pact, to further peace in the Far 

(2) A final decision cannot be given by the German Government 
today, owing to the latest news concerning Chang Hsueh-liang s step 
at Mukden, about which authoritative information is lacking. 


See footnote 16, p. 350. 
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(8) Germany has today telegraphed Moscow for official informa- 
tion on the result of the Nanking (Jovernment’s proposal, which was 
transmitted November 26 through Berlin, and also on the Mukden 

(4) If you should still propose, in spite of the change taking place 
in the situation during the last two days, to go on with this matter, 
the German Foreign Minister would like to know if it is desired to 
have the communication to the Chinese and Russian Governments 
Cdescribed in your paragraph <7)) made by Bie German (love^ent 
alone or by all the Governments addressed. Curtnm said the German 
GoTOnunent would find it inconvenient to act alone. 

(5) Information regarding further dc\’'elopinents will be promptly 
given me, Curtius said. 

I asked him if the Mukden telegram to Litviuoff (mentioned in my 
2S4:) was identical with the Nanking Government’s proposal, and 
Curtius replied he did not know. 

SOHUKMAN 


SC1.77 Chin«*se Eaatern/400 : Teli’grani 

The Amhmsiddor iti Germmiy {ScJmmian) to the Secretary of State 

[i»«raphraHe] 

Bernik, November 29, 1929 — ^noon, 
[Received NoveinlMU* 29 — 11:50 a. m.] 

237. My 234, Novcinlier 28, 4 {>. m. I have been given by the Ger- 
man Foreign Office a copy of the Chinese Governineiit’s note of 
November 14, which was transinitteil Novcnilier 26 to the German 
Embassy in Moscow for the Russian (Jovernnient: 

(1) The National Government of Cliina, i)eing a signatory of the 
Pact of Paris, refrained, even after the break with the Russian 
ernment, from engaging in provocative cir aggressive actions against 
Russia, though Cninesc citizens were being treated badly in luissia. 

(2) The Russian Government at the same time sent armed forces 
to the Sino-Bussian frontier, and they attacked Chinese garrisons 
and entex'ed Chinese territory, which resulted in loss to life ana 
property. Chinese forces neither returned the attacks nor entered 

Russian territory. . . ^ -o 

(3) The National Government of China is surprised by the xCns- 
sian declaration, contained in the Russian notes of September 25 and 
October 12,^® that either Chinese troops alone or together 

sian White Guard had attacked Biissnin troops aiul had raided the 
Russian frontier. . , n • 

(4) Taking into account the Russian Government s stubborn in- 
sistence that the Chinese began hostilities on tlie irontier, the Na- 
tional Government of China, while solemnly chmydng the accusation, 
proposes the formation of a mixed commission in order to investig^ 
and to establish the responsibility for the serious situation. Ihe 


Neither printed. 
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mixed commission would consist of both Chinese and Russian repre- 
sentatives, with a citizen of a neutral country as its chairman. 

(6) For the purpose of meeting the anxious wishes ezpressed by 
the Russian Goveriunent in its note dated September 25 to establish 
peace on the frontier, the National Government of China proposes 
the withdrawal of armed forces of both cormtries from the frontier 
to a depth of 30 miles. 

(6) Should the foregoing proposal be accepted by Russia, the 
National Government of Chma, as a signatory of the Pact of Paris, 
is prepared to submit the entire dispute to a neutral, impartial resort 
for adjustment. 

ScHTJEMAN- 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/5Q3 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Frcmce {Armov/r) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtok, November 29, 1929 — ^noon. 
389. Your 535, November 28, noon. Eeferring to Department’s 
384, November 26, 2 p. m.,^® the instructions contained therein were 
sent to the Embassies in France, Great Britain, Italy, and Japan and, 
later, in Germany. Close contact with the Japanese Ambassador has 
been maintained in relation to this question. Omitting Japan from 
the names in the telegram received by your Embassy was an error in 
transmission.^^ 

Carr 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/485 : Telegram 

The Charge in Japan {NevUle) to the Secretary of State 

Tokyo, November 29, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received November 29 — 6 : 85 a. m.] 
112, My 111, November 27, 8 p. m. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
remains of the same opinion as that previously expressed. The 
Foreign Office has been informed by the Japanese Consul General at 
Mukden that Chang has been authorized by Nanking to open negotia- 
tions with Soviets over the Chinese Eastern Railway question and is 
ready to accede to the Russian demand for restoration of the Russian 
directors on the railway as this would remove the original cause of the 
present difficulty. The Japanese feel that nothing could be accom- 
plished by outside pressure. 

NEVTTJiE 


See footnote 16, p. 350. 

Embassies in Italy and Great Britain were also informed (861.77 
Chinese Eastern/507, 508). 
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8SX.77 Cbineae Bi*«terii/497 : Telacmn 

The Chargi in China {PerMn$) to the Secretary of State 

Pkipino, November 29, 1929—6 p. m. 

[Beceived November 29—1 : 40 p. m.**] 

1064. Legation’s 1000 11006}^ November 19, 8 p. m. Following 
from Tass Agency, Moscow, November 28: 

“The Acting People’s Commissar of Foreign Ajflfairs of the TJ. S. 
S. E., Mr. Litvinov, has sent the following telegram to General Chang 
Hsiao-liang: 

*We have received yonr telegram of 26th Instant declaring yonr fall accejjrtance 
of the preliminary conditions as eommnnlcated In writing on the ^hid instant 
throngh Mr. Tsai Tnn-sheng, the Diplomatic Commissar at Harbin. 

These conditions were as follows : 

1- The official consent of the Chinese side for the restoration of the situa- 
tion which existed on the Chinese Bastem Hail way prior to the conflict on 
the basis of the Peking-Mnkden agreements of 1904 . 

2. The immediate reinstatement of the manager and the assistant manager 
of the railway recommended by the Soviet side in accordance with the Peking- 
Mukden agreements of 1924. 

3. The immediate release of all Soviet citisens arrested in connection with 
the conflict. 

In accordance with point 2 of the above-mentioned conditions, the Soviet 
Government recommends the reinstatement of Mr. Bmshanov as manager and 
Mr, Bismont as assistant manager of the railroad, and expects your immediate 
official confirmation thereof. 

As regards points 1 and 3 which have been also accepted by you, the Soviet 
Government proix>ses as soon as point 2 has been fulflllcHi that yon send your 
representative to Habarovsk with official written credentials; and for Its part 
the Soviet Government appoints Mr. Slmanovsky, the Soviet agent of the People’s 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs at Habarovsk, for the discussing of the technical 
questions connected with the carrying out of these points as well as for the 
settlement of questions concerning the time under [and] the place of the Soviet- 
Ohinese conference.* ” 

Pkrktns 


861.77 Chineee Eastern/492 ; Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peipino, November 29, 1929 — *I p. m. 

[Beceived November 29 — 7 : 66 a. m,] 

1066. Tour 394, November 28, noon. Following from American 
Consul in charge at Mukden : 

“November 28, 4 p. m. Keliably informed that Tsai Yun-sheng 
arrived at Mukden from Vladivostok on the 26th with Soviet terms 
for the holding of a [conference ?] and restoration of power of Soviet 
manager and immediate release of prisoners. 

After conference of high officials at Marshal’s villa same day a 
telegram was sent to Moscow accepting in principle Soviet terms on 

“ Telegram in three sections. 

"Chang Hsiieh-liang. 



CHESHA 


363 


condition that terms 1 and 3 be first referred to a joint committee to 
arrange procedure. Old wing of party responsible for this peace 
overture. No reply as yet.’’ 

Perkiks 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/493 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhms) to the Secretary of State 

Peipikg, November 29, 1929 — 9 p. m, 
[Keceived November 29 — 10 : 05 a. m.] 
1058. Department’s [394,] November 28, noon. German Minister 
informs me that he has as yet received no confirmation from either 
Berlin or Mukden of the report that China has accepted Russian 
terms of settlement. 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/814 

Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Castle) 

[Washington,] November 29, 1929. 

The German Ambassador came in to speak to me about the Russian- 
Chinese situation in connection with the telegram we sent Germany 
in the matter. He said that it was, of course, before our telegram 
reached Germany that the German Government had transmitted 
to the Soviet Government a proposition from the Chinese Govern- 
ment as to the settlement of the question. He said he did not 
know whether the Soviet Government had fully accepted or not, 
although one of the Russian papers has printed the alleged text of 
the acceptance by Litvinoff. I said that, of course, if the situation 
was as simple as that the matter was presumably ended, but the 
papers this morning seemed to indicate a lack of cooperation, to say 
the least, between the government in Mukden and the Nationalist 
Government in Nanking. The Ambassador asked whether, under the 
circumstances, we would be likely to make the declaration which we 
had proposed to the other governments. I told him that I could not 
answer as to this, that it seemed to me that if the Russian answer was 
satisfactory and fighting ceased, it would obviously be better to say 
nothing whatever as to what we had been doing in the matter for 
publication except for the fact that there had been a leak in Tokyo 
as to our proposition, that we had been compelled to admit that we 
had made certain advances and that this being so it might prove 
necessary to be entirely frank with the press. I pointed out that 
Henderson was already being pressed in England and in Parliament 

“^Fengtien Party, formerly led by the late Marshal Chang Tso-lin. 

“ Arthur Henderson, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 



364 


TOREION RELATIONS, 1929, VOLLTME II 


and that other nations might also be urged to say what is being 
done. The Ambassador agreed that this might, bo the case. He 
felt that the only danger was that jK>ssibIy i f t'hinu felt that the 
whole world was working in its fav<ir to lutneiit any further en- 
croachment by Bussia, China might itst'lf become more intransigent 
and precipitate further trouble. I said that this was, of course, a 
trouble, but the danger was perhaps minimized becau.sc of the very 
mildness of what we suggested, which was, after all, merely that 
the two nations get togetlier. Tlie Ambassador seemed quite satis- 
fied with this explanation. 

W. R- C[astle,] Jr. 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/SX8 

Memoramdum hy the Assistant Secretan/ of State {Johnson) 

I Wasiiincton, 1 November 29, 1929. 
The Japanese Ambassador called upon me this afternoon and 
asked me whether we had received word from Tokyo as to Baron 
Shidehara’s reply to the Secretary’s message, 

I told him we had and I road to him the message transmitted by 
Neville. 

The Ambassador stated that he wished the Secretary to know, 
that although this reply was negative and indicated that Japan 
wished to follow its policy of watchful waiting, that Baron Shide- 
hara agreed with the Seci^etary’s proposal in principle. I told him 
I thought that was evident from the Foreign Minister’s statements 
that he was willing for his own part to call in tiie Russian and Chi- 
nese Ministers and make a communication to them. 

The Ambassador asked me whether we had I’cceived replies from 
the other countries and I told him generally the nature of the replies 
from Italy, France and Great Britain. I told him that in the case 
of Germany we had no definite word yet. 

The Ambassador asked me whether we had any further news 
about the situation in Manchuria and I read to him the telegram 
from Harbin®® indicating that the Russians had withdrawn from 
Manchuria and the tension there had relaxed. 

In the course of the conversation the Ambassador stated that he 
was very much embarrassed to see from the press that the informa- 
tion about this movement of the Secretai'y’s had broken into the 
press in Tokyo. He said he had noticed first that the British Foreign 
Minister had made a statement, somewhat vague, but that the report 
from Tokyo was quite circumstantial and detailed indicating a com- 
plete knowledge of the proposition. He said he wanted to say that 

“See telegram No. 1051, November 28* from llie Charge in China, p, 357. 
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he was very sorry this had happened. He said that of course one 
could not tell the source of news, although one could locate the place. 
I told him it had been quite embarrassing for me as I had been called 
on the telephone by the Associated Press when they received this 
information from Tokyo and had to confirm the news. 

N'[EiiSOK] T. J[ohnson] 


861.77 Chinese Elastern/505 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerMns) to the Seoretccrg of State 

Peiping, November 30, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received November 30 — 9 a. m.] 
1059. My 1051, November 29 [^5], 1 p. m., and 1056, November 29, 
7 p. m. Following from American Consul General [Consul^ at 
Harbin : , 

“November 29, 1 p. m. Soviet aeroplanes bombed Buketu yesterday 
and commenced again at 11 a. m. this morning. Some looting was 
done by Chinese troops, but it appears panic among them not so great 
or as disastrous as at Hailar, which it is reported now patrolled by 
local Mongols. I cannot secure from Chinese official sources any con- 
firmation of the reports emanating from Soviet sources that Mukden 
has agreed to reestablish stgtvs quo ante on the railway.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/o06 ; Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, November 30, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received November 30 — 12 : 50 p. m.] 
539. Immediately on receiving Department’s 389, November 29, 
noon, I informed the French Foreign Office of the J apanese Govern- 
ment’s inclusion among the other Governments to which were sent 
the Department’s suggestions in its telegram 384, November 26, 2 
p. m.®^ In view of this, the French Foreign Minister requests that 
his remarks relative to Japan’s omission be ignored and that you 
consider M. Briand is in agreement in principle with your proposed 
action and is ready to make a statement such as you outlined. In 
short, the last two paragraphs in my 535, November 28, noon, are 
to be disregarded. 

The French Foreign Office says it has been besieged by the press 
here, as well as by American correspondents, who have seen one 
or two telegrams from Washington which mentioned that negotia- 


See footnote 16, p, 350. 
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tioRs are proceeding — ^notably a Paris Herald communication, dated 
Washington, November 28, as follows ; " 

“The State Department today communicated with the Britidi, 
Japanese, French, Italian and German Governments on the possible 
joint action to prevent complications in the Manchurian situation. 
The contents of the note to the powers have not been divulged but 
it is believed merely to draw attention to the fact that both Rnaai. 
and China are signatories to the Kellogg Pact without making any 
concrete proposal.” 

Consequently — ^and also because of the fact that some French 
newspapers are taking the position that the Paris Pact is proving 
to be ineffective in meeting the Sino-Russian situation — the French 
Foreign OfSce would like to know if you do not consider the situa- 
tion now calls for a statement being made to the press, even if it 
is only to the effect that negotiations are proceeding among certain 
powers signatory to the Paris Pact, with the object of finding a 
solution for ttie problem. 

The Foreign Office, meanwhile, assures me that the request in 
paragraph (9) of your 884 is being respected. 

Abuoub 


86.1,77 Chlnp»e !3a8tern/400 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhimi) to the Secretary of State 

Pexpino, November 80, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received Noveml>er 80 — 7 : 37 a. m.] 
1060, Your 394, November 28, noon. According to the latest report 
from reliable official sources at Mukden, Chinese have not yet fully 
accepted Soviet terms. Nanking has not lieen party to preliminary 
telegraphic discussions and its attitude so far remains undeclared. 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinf^ae Efistern/R 1 3 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Prance (Ai^vnoury^ 

Washington, November 30, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

892. Department’s 384, November 26, 2 p. m*^ and your 535, 
November 28, noon. 

1. Having received replies from all of the Governments addressed, 
and finding the replies in genei-al favorable in principle to my proposal 
that attention be called to the obligations assumed by the signatories of 

“ Quotation not paraphrased. 

Telegrams to the same effect were sent to the diiilomatic representatives in 
Gei-many (No. 03), Great Britain (No. 319), Italy (No. 77), and Japan (No. 121) 
(8C1.77 Chinese Eastern/512, 511, 514, 615). 

" See footnote 16, p. 350- 
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the Pact of Paris, but finding, further, a variety of opinions, sugges- 
tions and proposals as to method of proceeding, the American Govern- 
ment intends for its own part to communicate directly to the Chinese 
Government and to ask the French Government to transmit to the Rus- 
sian Government substantially the statement contained in paragraph 6 
of the Department’s telegram imder reference, and to make statement 
public on the morning of Monday, December 2. 

I appreciate the promptness and cordiality with which the French 
Government gave its frank reply to my inquiry, and T hope that the 
French Government will see its way clear to addressing the Chinese 
and the Russian Governments in a sense similar to or identical with 
the communication which the American Government intends to make. 

2. The alteration which will be made in the text as supplied in 
paragraph 6 of Department’s telegram under reference will appear 
in the next to the last sentence after the semi-colon and will read 
after ‘^refrain”: ‘‘or desist from measures of hostility and will find 
it possible in the near future to come to an agreement between them- 
selves upon a method for resolving by peaceful means the issues over 
which they are at present in controversy.” What precedes and what 
follows will remain as previously submitted. 

3. I request that you communicate the above immediately to the 
French Foreign Office. 

Stebison 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/516 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

WASBCIITGTOI7, KTovember 30, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

393. You are directed immediately to request of the Foreign Of- 
fice that it convey on behalf of the American Government to the 
Soviet Government the statement herewith and that it inform the 
Soviet Government that the same statement is being communicated 
to the UTational Government of China through the American Lega- 
tion at Peiping. 

“The Government and people of the United States have observed 
with apprehensive concern the course of events in relations between 
China and Russia in the phase which has developed in reference 
to the situation in Northern Manchuria since July 10. On July 
18 this Government took steps, through conversations between 
the Secretary of State and the diplomatic representatives at Wash- 
ington of five Powers, to see that the attention of the Chinese and 
the Russian Governments be called to the provisions of the Treaty 
for the Renimciation of War, to which both China and Russia were 
signatories. Both the Russian and Chinese governments then made 
formal and public assurances that neither would resort to war un- 
less attacked. Since that time that Treaty has been ratified by no 
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less than fifty-five Powers, inrluding China and Russia. The Amer- 
ican Government desires again to call attention to the provisions of 
the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, particularly to Article 11, 
which reads, ‘The High Contracting Parties agree that the settle- 
ment or solution of all disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or 
of whatever origin they may be, which may arise, among them, shall 
never be sought except by pacific moans’; and the American Gov- 
ernment takes occasion to express its earnest hope that China and 
Russia will refrain or desist from measures of hostility and will 
find it possible in the near future to come to an agreement between 
tliemselves upon a method for resolving by peaceful means the is- 
sues over which they are at present in controversy. The American 
Government feels that the respect with which China and Russia will 
hereafter be held in the good opinion of the world will necessarily 
in great measure depend upon the way in which they carry out 
these most sacred promises.” 

Stimson 


801.77 Chinese lCastern/537 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in China {Perkme) 

Washinoton, November 30, 1920 — 8 p. m. 

399. You ai'e directed immediately to transmit to the National 
Government and to inform them that there is being communicated to 
the French Government for transmission to the Soviet Government 
the following statement: 

[Here follows the text of the statement quoUnl in telegram 393, 
November 30, 8 p. m., to the Charge in France, printed 

Stimson 


861.77 ChinpKe Kastcrn/rillO ; Tt»lPgrum 

The Charge in France {Armour') to the Secretary of State 

Paiub, Dcceiuber 1, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 1 — 10:30 a. m.] 
540. I have communicated to the Foreign Ofiice your telegrams Nos. 
392, November 30, 7 p. m., and 393, November 30, 8 p. m. The 
French Government will be glad to ti'an.smit on behalf of our Gov- 
ernment through tlie French Ambassador at Moscow to the Soviet 
Government the statement contained in your telegram No. 393. 
Furthermore, the French Government, as I informed you in my 
telegram 635, November 28, noon, agreeing in principle with our 
proposal, wishes itself to make a similar statement as requested in 
paragraph 7 of your telegram 384, November 26, 2 p. However, 

today is Sunday and the Minister of Foreign Affairs being absent 
from Paris it will be impossible to have such a statement prepared 


See footnote 16, p. 350. 
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and forwarded to Russia and China before tomorrow at the earliest. 
The Foreign OfiBlce feels that if the two statements might be made 
simultaneously to China and Russia and published together they 
would have a greater effect. So far as the effect on the SoTuet Gov- 
ernment is concerned they pointed out, and I am sure you will agree, 
that the presentation of the American statement by the French Am- 
bassador on one day to be followed, say a day later, by a statement 
from his own Government, if it did not give rise to misinterpretation, 
would at any rate be less effective than his presenting the two state- 
ments simultaneously. 

In view of the above the French Government a^s (1) whether we 
not delay the publication of the statement set for the morning of 
Monday, December 2nd, until the moming of Tuesday, December 
3rd, at the earliest, and (2) whether they may delay the trans- 
mission of our statement to the Soviet Government until it can be 
forwarded together with their own (presumably they would appre- 
ciate our delaymg the delivery of our statement to the Chinese Gov- 
ernment also until their statement could be communicated simul- 


taneously). _ . -r, . 

I have assumed the responsibility of informing the Foreign Omce 
that it may delay the transmission of our statement to Moscow until 
I have received a reply to this telegram which I hope you will be 
able to send me in time to be communicated to the Forei^ Office 
tomorrow. May I express my own personal reconmendation that 
apparently reasonable request be granted, particularly as it is 
after all occasioned by a desire to comply with the suggestions con- 
tained in paragraph 7 of your telegram 384, November 26, 2 p. m., 
and the last sentence of paragraph numbered 1 of your telegram No. 
392, November 30 , 7 p- m. 




861.77 Chinese Eastern/510 ; Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germany {Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Berlin, December 1, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

[Keceived December 1 — 1 : 20 p. m-] 
246. My 235, November 28, 8 p. m. Last night at the foreign press 
ball I talked with the German Foreign Minister. Curtius said they 
had learned that the British, French, and Italian Governments, 
although like the German Government approving in principle your 
proposal, deemed it wise at present to wait for results from the direct 
negotiations between Chinese and Russians. He added that official 
telegrams from Moscow indicated that the two sides were not in as 
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near a complete agreement as reported in the last few days in the 
newi^papers. 

I conversed also with the Soviet Ambassador and was told that his 
information regarding the present state of affairs was tliat 
Chang Ssueh-liang had acceded to last July’s ultimatum demands of 
the Soviet. 

SOHUBUAK 


861,77 Chinese Bastern/584 ; 

The Secretary of State to the ChargS in France (Armottr) 

Washinoton, December 1, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

894. Xour 640, December 1, 1 p. m. You may inform French 
Foreign Office that I shall be very glad for my part to delay publica- 
tion until the morning of Tuesday, December 3, and have already 
made arrangements to that end. You should say however that we 
have sent communications to Tokyo, London, Berlin and Borne 
similar to those sent to you and that there is possibility that news 
will break at any one of those places. Department however is in- 
forming those points of delay here. 

I cannot delay the message to the Chinese Government as it has 
already gone. I of course have no objection to French Government 
communicating message to Bussian Government simultaneously with 
message of their own. I hope however that message will be trans- 
mitted on Monday. 

Stimson 


861.77 Chines© Bastern/600 : Telejfram 

ChargS in China {Perhimjs^ to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 1, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

[Received December 1 — 1 : 05 p. m.*^] 

1062. Lfegation’s 1045 [loss'll November 29, 6 p, m/* Poliowing 
from Tass Agency, Moscow, November 29 : 

“Today the German Ambassador handed to the Acting People’s 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs of the U. S. S. R., Mr. Litvinov, 
Nanking Government’s note of November 14th.‘** Mr. Litvinov 
handed to the German Ambassador at Moscow the following reply: 

'We beg to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Nanking Government 
of November 14th which you have handed me this morning. The Union Gov- 
OTnment has already received an official communication from Marshal CJhang 
Msiao-liang stating his acceptance of the preliminary conditions necessary for 
me speediest settlement of the conflict by direct negotiations. The Nanking 
Government’s proposals stated in the above note, which are [likely to] only 
protract the conflict, are therefore of no avail.* ** 

" Telegram In three sections. 

'“Not printed. 

** See telegram No. 237, November 29, from the Ambassador fn rsorTnamr aso 
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Following from Kuo Wen News Agency, Nanking, November 29th. : 

‘‘Chinese circles concerned today deny the return \cM6ged}>f~\ report 
from Moscow that Marshal^ Chang Hsiao-liang has wired to Mr, 
Litvinov, acting Soviet Foreign Commissar, agreeii^ to the restora- 
tion of the status which prevailed on the Chinese Eastern Kailway 
before the Chinese took the line over last July and also to the rein- 
statement of the Soviet general and assistant manager. It is pointed 
out that the Manchurian authorities have always been in agreement 
oyer the Russian situation and that Marshal Chaim has never in- 
dicated such intentions in his recent wires to the Government. It 
is suggested that the report in question is another piece of Soviet 
propaganda. 

Dr. C. T. Wang, Minister of Foreign Affairs, categorically denied 
in an interview this morning that any differences had arisen between 
the Central Government and Manchuria over the CER dispute. 
Since the trouble arose, the Central Government had taken the stand 
that the issue was one of national concern and should be dealt with 
by the Government. This attitude was shared by the Manchurian 
authorities which had been in daily communication with the 
Government.” 

Pebkiits 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/536 : Circular telegram 

The Secretary of State to Certain Diflorrmtic Representatives 

WAsmKGTOK, December 1, 1929 — 4: p. m. 

1. I desire that you call immediately upon the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, or whatever officer is in charge of the Foreign Office in his 
absence, and make orally a statement substantially as follows : The 
American Government has been engaged in discussions with the Gov- 
ernments of several of the other Powers signatory to the Pact of Paris 
in regard to the situation in Manchuria. During the past few days 
organized Russian forces have been in conflict with organized Chinese 
forces near Dalainor in Northern Manchuria. It is credibly reported 
that many casualties occurred and that thousands of the inhabitants 


"In Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, the Free City of Banzig, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, the Irish Free 
State, Datvia, Diberia, Mexico, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, 
Persia, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Slam, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tur- 
key, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 

The circular telegram was also sent December 1, 6 p. m., to the diplomatic rep- 
resentatives in Germany (No. 95), Italy (No. 79), and Japan (No. 123) ; Great 
Britain (No. 321), with a reguest to relay it to Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, and India; France (No. 395), with a request to relay it to Afghanistan, 
and (No. 396, 7 p. m.), with request that Belgium, Denmark, and Latvia respec- 
tively be requested to relay it to Luxemburg, Iceland, Estonia, and Lithuania 
(86L77 Chinese Bastern/524, 630, 632, 636) . 

On December 2, 1929, 4 p. m., the Legation in Poland (No. 68) and the Consul 
in the Free City of Danzig were instructed that the former should relay the circular 
telegram to Poland and, through Poland, to the Free City of Danzig (861.77 
Chinese Eastern/550, 657) . 
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of the iioighboriBg towns have bec^n driven from their homes. Al- 
though the causes of the conflict are in dispute and the accounts are 
somewhat contradictory, it is clear that serious eneounter^s between mil- 
itary forces of ('hina aiul Itusaiii have wcurred* It is also clear that 
during the months since this controvei-sy l>egttn no effective steps have 
been taken by the Chinese and Russian Governments looking toward 
an arbitration of the dispute or its settlement through neutral concilia- 
tion or other pacific means. The efficacy of the Pact of Paris depends 
upon the sincerity of the Governments which are party to it. Its sole 
sanction lies in the jxjwer of public opinion of the countries, constitut- 
ing substantially the entire civilised world, whose governments have 
joined in the Covenant. If the recent events in Manchuria are allowed 
to pass without notice or protest hy any of these Governments the 
inielligent strength of the public oi>inion of llie world in support of 
peace cannot but be impaired. 

We have found in our discussions referred to above a community of 
view with regard to the fundamental principles. There has been in 
these discussions no suggestion of intervention of any kind. Discus- 
sions have been directed to discovering the best means of expressing the 
opinion of each of the nations by way of remonsti'ating against the 
use of force by either side in this controversy. 

2. The Government of the United States on its part has communi- 
cated to China and to Ruasiu a statement as follows: 

‘‘The Government and people of the United States have observed 
with apprehensive concern the course of events in relations between 
China and Russia in the phast* which has developed in reference to 
the situation in Northern Manchuria since July 10. 

On July 18 this Government took steps, through convereations be- 
tween the Secretary of State and the diplomatic representatives at 
Washin^on of five Powers, to see that the attention of the Chinese 
and tlie Kussian Governments bo called to the provisions of the Treaty 
for the Renunciation of War, to which botli China and Russia were 
signatories. Both the Russian and the Chineses governments then 
made formal and public assurances that neitluu' would resoi’t to war 
unless attacked. Since that t ime that Treaty has been ratified by no 
less than fifty-five Powers, including China and Russia. 

The American Government desires again to call attention to the 
provisions of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, particularly 
to Article II, which reads, ‘The High Contracting Parties agree that 
the settlement or solution of all disputes or conflicts of whatever 
nature or of whatever origin they may be, which may arise among 
them, shall never be sought except by pacific means’: and the Amer- 
ican Government takes occasion to express its earnest hope that China 
and Russia will refrain or desist from measures of hostility and will 
find it possible in the near future to come to an agreement between 
themselves upon a method for resolving by peaceful means the issues 
over which they are at present in controversy. The American Gov- 
ernment feels that the respect with which China and Russia will 
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hereafter be held in the good opinion of the -world will necessarily 
in great measure depend upon the way in which they carry out these 
most sacred promises.” 

3. It is desired that in presenting the above communication you 
lay urgent stress upon the importance at this moment to the world 
movement toward peace that the Powers that have so unreservedly 
joined in the Covenant of the Pact of Paris record themselves publicly 
and to the two Powers so unhappily embroiled as conde mn i n g a re- 
course to arms for the solution of this controversy and as believing 
that a solution should be reached by pacific means. You will con- 
clude by expressing this Government’s earnest hope that the Gov- 
ernment to -which you are accredited will find it possible as a party to 
the Pact of Paris to participate in this action by issuing on its part 
a statement along lines similar to that quoted above and at the same 
time commimicating its -views to the Governments of China and Rus- 
sia. I am addressing communications in this sense to the Govern- 
ments of all of the countries party to the Pact, and I am informing 
the press with regard to the statement addressed by the American 
Government to China and to Russia and with Regard to this circular 
communication. 

Stemson 


861.77 Chinese 13astern/628 : Telegram 

TTie Oharge in China {PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 


PBiprNTG, December 1, 1929 — 5 p. m. 
[Received 10 : 47 p. 

1063. My 1059, November 30, 1 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

^‘November 30, 4 p. m. Have received following telegrams from 
Leonard, American missionary who went to Buketu on American 
Red Cross relief work : 


Number 1 ‘29tli* Fifteen aeroplanes, sixty bombs Buketu eleven to one 

today, one on station. All front windows out, center’s ceiling blown in, Chinese 
magazine aflame, many explosions, residences aflame, bombs fell all around 
our car we in the fields. Many refugees here in great need. We are trying 
remove ’them, we Yalu Ivia Yal River n this evening; morning tram escaped 

^^NuiSS*^^2^' ‘30th. Three physicians massacred [Three Rivers District 
Massacren taking Manchuli, Chalainor, bombing Hail^ Buketu yesterday, day 
before, even as trains, removal protection Tsitsihar. Danger fur^er air r^ds, 
massacre, robbing causing Chinese, Russians flee great distress: thousands flee- 
ing, hundreds camping cold snow-covered plains without shelter, many foodless, 
sick, wounded; Harbin congested, business bad, makes necessary additional 
funds, clothing, food, housing.’ 


Telegram in two sections. 

" Sentence obviously garbled. 
323423 — 43 — ^vol. ii 33 
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Harbin ex-Coinmissioner Foreim Affairs Tsai Yun-sheng and 
member of the railway board of mreotors, Li S!»ao-keng, left today 
for Suifenho, perhaps Habarovsk, to conduct preliminary peace 
tiations. Consular corps consulting almost daily. Situation at T^r - 
bin (juiet at present, but, if daii^r from looting [by] troops bwomes 
imminent, I shall advise local Americans, women and children first, 
men later, depart south to Changchun and beyond. American Bed 
Cross might be interested Leonard’s telegrams. Department and 
Embassy informed regarding Tsai’s departure.” 

Phrkins 


861,77 Cblneffo Hlastern/fiSd : T^legritm 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of Staie 

Peiping, December 1, 1929 — 10 p. m. 

[Keceived 10 : 46 p. m.] 

1064. Legation’s 1063, December 1, 5 p. m. Conflicting reports as 
to the acceptance by Mukden of Soviet terms and continued activity 
of Soviet forces since November 26th suggest : 

1. The likelihood of the correctness of the report that Soviet terms 
have not ass yet been fully accepted by Mukden, or ; 

2. An apprehension on the part of Soviet Government lest, if pres- 
sure be at ail relaxed, Mukden may, at the instance of Nanking or 
from hope of foreign mediation, repudiate terms which, if correctly 
reported, coiustitute an abject surrender by Mukden and a dangerous 
loss of prestige by Nanking. 

Pebkins 


861.77 Cblnes© ICafitern/528 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Italy (Garrett) to the Secretary of State 

Bomb, December 2, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received December 2 — 8 : 25 a. m.] 
90. Your Y7, November 30, 7 p. m.*’ Italian Government will 
communicate immediately to Moscow and Peiping in the sense of 
your paragraph 6, telegram 73, November 26,*® with alterations as 
suggested in your 77, November 30th and will publish its action as 
soon as it hears from its representatives that the communications have 
been delivered. 

Garrett 


" See footnote 39, p. 366. 
“See footnote 16, p. SM. 



(mum. 


375 

861.77 Chinese Bastern/631 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Pakis, December 2, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 2—10 : 40 a. m.^] 
541. Department’s 395, December 1, 6 p. m.,®® communicated to the 
Foreign Office. Regarding request contained in paragraph 2, Foreign 
Office will be glad to transmit the text on behalf of our Government 
to the Government of Afghanistan. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has requested me to inform you 
that he is in complete accord with the action you propose taking. 
Furthermore, to show how fully he approves of the text of your note 
to the Soviet and Chinese Governments he is adopting the identical 
text, translated of course, for his statements to the above Governments 
which were telegraphed urgent to Moscow and Peiping this morning, 
the former of course accompanied by our statement, both of which the 
French Ambassador at Moscow has been instructed to deliver simul- 
taneously immediately upon their receipt. The French Minister at 
Peiping has also , been instructed to communicate the French state- 
ment to the Chinese Government immediately upon its receipt and to 
endeavor to arrange for its delivery to be as nearly simultaneously 
as possible with that of your statement. 

The Foreign Office is giving the text of their statement to the press 
for publication tomorrow. The Foreign Minister informs me that if 
you wish to do so you are at liberty to inform the American press, 
at the time you make the statement contained in the last paragraph 
of your circular telegram, of the action which the French Government 
is taking, as showing how closely our two Governments are cooper- 
ating to carry out the spirit of the pact which they together spon- 
sored. The Foreign Office [^Ministerf^ has also asked me to inform you 
that realizing to what an extent time is of the essence in this matter 
he abandoned his first intention to obtain from certain of the other 
original signatory powers their views before deciding upon the 
action his Government would take in the premises. 

Armoxte 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/SSS : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Great Britain {Da/wes) to the Secretary of State 

London", December 2, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received December 2 — 1 :10 p. m.] 
356. I made presentation of matter in your No. 321, December 1, 
6 p. m.®^ to the Foreign Secretary at 1:30 p. m. today. The British 


"Telegram in two sections. 
“ See footnote 45, p. 371. 
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Government will make statement along the lines of your statement 
to the Cliinese and the Russian Qovenunents for publication in to- 
morrow’s press and Henderson will announce in the House of Com- 
mons this afternoon the proposed procedure. 

Hawes 


861 .T7 Chinese Enstern/B40 : Telegram 

Tha Ambassador in Germany (^SeTvurman) to the Secretary of State 

Berlin, Hecember 2, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 8 : 40 p. m.] 

248. Your 95, December 1, 6 p. m.‘* Curtius has just handed in 
writing German reply which in translation is as follows : 

“The German Government has noted with deep appreciation the 

g enerous endeavors of the Government of the United States which 
ave as their object to preserve peace, in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the Kellogg Pact, between the conflicting parties in the 
Russo-Chinese conflict. The German Government which originally 
assumed the protection of the nationals of both countries has had 
several occasions, because of its special position towards both parties, 
to act in the same spirit on its own initiative. Thus it transmitted to 
the Soviet Government the Chinese proposals that a joint declaration 
be agreed upon by the opposing powers to put an end to the conflict. 
Furthermore on 'its own initiative the German Government made 
proposals for the exchange of prisoners of both countries in order in 
this way to reduce the cause or friction between them. The German 
Government for its part is determined to continue to do everything 
whereby it can contribute toward assuring that the Kellogg Pact is 
respected by the parties to the conflict. At the present moment the 
German Government has before it reports to the effect that direct 
negotiations for the peaceful composition of the conflict have been 
opened. As the German Government is not in possession of all the 
facts which would enable it to judge of the momentary status of 
these negotiations, it would like to reserve its decision as to the time 
and form of its lurther steps in the matter. Meanwhile it would 
express the hope that the demarche of the American Government 
may be successful, vis-h-vis the two Governments, in that the opposing 
parties desist in accordance with the obligations assumed under the 
Kellogg Pact from hostile measures for the achievement of their 
aims and that the direct negotiations may shortly lead to a peaceful 
settlement of the conflicts.” 

Curtius feels that the German Government in the special position 
it occupies in relation to the Chinese-Russian difficulty is already 
carrying out, along its own established lines, the object you have 
in mind in suggesting that all signatories of the Paris Pact make 
communications to China and Russia urging a peaceful solution of 


See footnote 46, p. 871. 
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liheir differences. Furthermore he told me that the German Govern- 
ment would make through Wolff’s Telegraph Bureau a public state- 
ment on the subject as soon as you have made your communication 
to the American press. 

SOHDnMAlT 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/546 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

Washington, December 2, 1929 — ^5 p. m. 

399. I desire to express my high appreciation of the promptness 
and complete success with which you have carried out at each step 
my instructions in connection with the action which I am taking 
in regard to the Russo-Chinese situation. 

You may also express to the Minister for Foreign Affairs my 
appreciation of his prompt and cordial cooperation. 

Stimson 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/539 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Panama {South) to the Secretary of State 

Panama, December 2, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

' [Received 6 : 30 p. m.] 

93. Minister for Foreign Affairs states Panaman Government will 
immediately take the action indicated in penultimate sentence of your 

circular December 1, 5 [4^] p. m. ^ . 

(Not signed) 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/819 

Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[WASHiNQTOiir,] December 2, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador came to see me today and referred to 
the Sino-Russian situation. I explained to him what had been done 
over Simday and gave to him, in confidence, a copy of the statonent 
which is to be issued to the press on December third. I also read to 
him the telegram which Mr. Neville had sent to us and stated that I 
felt quite happy to find that the Japanese Government was in agree- 
ment with us on this proposition and that Baron Shidehara had 
found it possible to speak to the Chinese and to the Busmans along 
the of our statement.®* I said I quite realized their situation 

“ See second paragrapli of telegram No. Ill, November 27, from tlie caiargd 
in Japan, p. 355. 
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and appreciated his reluctance to make a statement along the lirtiy 
of our own. I thought that in what he had done he had cooperated. 
The Ambassador seemed pleased at this and stated several times that 
he was sure Baron Shidehara would wish to do everything possible 
in the interests of peace and in the interests of supporting the Kellogg 
Pact. The Ambassador read the statement very carefully and was 
pleased to see that in making it we had stated that we had found in 
our discussions of the question a community of view with regard to 
the fundamental principles, tlms making no difference between the 
attitude of Japan and that of the other countries. He seemed very 
grateful. 

NfELSON] T. J[OHlirSON] 


801,77 Chinese Eaatern/604 

Memorandwn, hy the AssietcaU Secretary of State {Johmon) 

[Washinoton,] December 2, 1929, 
The Chinese Minister during a call today informed me that he had 
received from the Chines® Minister at Berlin a translation of the 
note dated November 14, which the Chinese Government had asked 
the German Government to transmit on its behalf to the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. Ho read to me this note, which in substance was the same 
as that communicated to us by the Embassy in Berlin, (Legation’s 
[si?] 237, November 29, noon). The Minister pointed out that this 
note proposed two things to be done simultaneously, one the with- 
drawal of the armed forces on both side.s to a distance of thirty miles 
from the frontier in oi'der that peace on the frontier might be main- 
tained, and second, that the question of responsibility for hostilities 
be investigated by an impartial commission. He pointed out that the 
note stated that provided this was agreed to, China was prepared 
to submit the whole matter of dispute to a commission for arbitration 
and settlement in accord with its obligations under the Pact of Paris. 
He stated that he felt that this note was quite in line with the sug- 
gestions of the Secretary with regard to conciliation and indicated 
the Chinese Government’s willingness to resort to pacific means for 
the settlement of the dispute. 

I pointed out to the Chinese Minister that this note, although dated 
November 14, apparently was not handed to the Kussians until No- 
vember 29. I asked him if he knew why that was. He said he did not. 

N[ixson] T. JCohnson] 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/589 

Tfie Mimster in Canada (PhUUps) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1224: Otta'wa, December 2, 1929. 

[Eeceived December 5.] 
Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt today of the De- 
partment’s circular telegraphic instruction of December 1, 6 [^] p. m., 
instructing the liegation immediately to communicate orally to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs a statement regarding the Sino-Russian 
situation in its relation to the Pact of Paris for the renunciation of 
war as an instrument of national policy. 

I personally communicated the substance of the telegraphic instruc- 
tion to the Prime Minister within two hours of the time when decoding 
was finished. The Prime Minister stated that he approved of the idea 
and would immediately take the matter imder consideration. He 
added that he would wish to communicate regarding it with the British 
Government before making a final decision, since there had already 
been exchanges between London and Ottawa on the subject. 

Any further developments will be promptly reported to the De- 
partment. 

I have [etc.] For the Minister : 

B. Beats Bigos 
First Secretary of Legation 

861.77 Chinese Bastern/641 : Telegram 

The AnibassadoT m Great Britcdn {Dcmes) to the Secretary of State 

Londoit, December 3, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

• [Eeceived December 3 — 8 : 30 a. m.j 

357. Embassy’s 356, December 2, 3 p. m. The official text of the 
British memorandum to the Chinese and Soviet Governments as pub- 
lished in the Times this morning is practically identical with your 
statement. I understand press agencies have cabled full summaries to 
Washington so [am?] not cabling text to you unless so instructed. 
Copies of text being forwarded by pouch today. Yesterday in the 
House of Commons the Foreign Secretary, after briefly outlining the 
steps taken, stated, when asked whether the Government intended to 
call the attention of the League Coimcil to the matter, ‘TSTot at the 
moment, until we see whether the effort made jointly by the powers 
who have signed the Kellogg Pact is sufficiently effective.” 


Dawes 
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861.77 Chinese £a8terD/S44 : Tetesrtm 

The Change in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 3, 1929; — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 8 — 9 : 15 a. m.] 
1067. Your 894, November 28, 12 noon. Following from American 
Consul at Nanking : 

“December 2, 11 a. m. While I have not seen Wang, other officials of 
the Ministiy Foreign Affairs inform me that Central Government has 
mven Chang Hsueh-liang a free hand in negotiating with Russia for 
the settlement of the Chine.so Eastern Railway controversy. They add 
that Chang is reporting daily to the Central Government concerning 
this matter.” 

Perkins 


$61,77 ChiaoAe E«8tern/646 : 7«I«grfua 

The GhcxrgS m China to the Secretary of State 

PEii>iNG, December 3, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 3 — 9 : 80 a. m.®*] 

1069. My 1064, December 1, 10 p. m. Following from AmericaiiL 
Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘Deoeiaiber 2, 5 p. m, Chinese higher command fled from Buketu 
when Soviet aeroplanes first started drop bombs. Thousands [of] 
Russian refugees slowly making way toward Harbin, are being robbed 
by Chinese soldiers who are taking booty, including horses and cattle 
to the hills off main road. Soldier rabble has looted every place east 
Hupah [ ?] and including Chalantun to which place only trains now run 
and which lias been reached but not bombed by Soviet aeroplanes. 

General Wang Shu-chang, commai^der oi B'irst Army, has about 
three thousand Fengtien troops at Harbin and iie assured consuls, 
November 30th, he could maintain peace and quiet here, but little faith 
is placed in his assurances. He stated that of the 40,000 Chinese troops 
formerly between Buketu and Manchuria Station there only remained 
in that section a few thoiisand disai'med at Manchuria Station and a 
few thousand cavalry near Hailar. Tsai and Li, part of the way on 
foot and part by car attached to locomotive, have crossed frontier at 
Pogranichnaya. ^ Th^ were very secretive regarding their mission and 
destination. It is difficult to secure here information regarding peace 
overtures but it would appear that prospects of an immediate prelimi- 
nary settlement are not so bright as the Soviet Propaganda Bureau’s 
reports attempt to indicate- Cninese merchants who are sending fami- 
lies and large amount salai^ money south desire restoration of normal 
conditions at any price. Embassy informed in regard to looting by 
the Chines troops and to Tsai and Li crossing into Siberia.” 


Perkin'S 


** Telegram in two sections. 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/647 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (JPerhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 3, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 3 — 10 a. m.] 

1071. Degation’s 1064, December 1, 10 p. m. Following from Ameri- 
can Consul in charge at Mukden: 

“December 2, 4 p. m. Reliably informed that Mukden replied to 
Moscow requesting the appointment of a new manager and assistant 
manager and proposing to remove certain high Chinese officials con- 
nected with the railway; Tsai Yim-sheng and Li Shao-keng, and \_sic'] 
appointed Mukden representatives, have already left Pogranichnaya 
for Habarovsk.” 

“December 2, 9 p. m. With reference to my telegram December 2, 
4 p. m., have just learned from officials that no reply has been sent 
to Moscow but representatives have gone to Habarovsfc.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Easterii/525 : Telegram 

The Charge in Japan {Neville) to the Secretary of State 

Tokyo, December 3, 1929—4 p. m. 

[Received December 3—7 : i4 a. m.] 

114. Department’s 121 and 123.®® 

I delivered to Foreign Office the text of the statement as modified 
which the American Government intends to transmit to the Chinese 
Government direct and to the Soviet authorities through the French 
Government. 

The Vice Minister told me that the Chinese Minister and the Russian 
Ambassador had been in conference with the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs. The Chinese Minister stated that the Chinese had conceded the 
principle of the statics quo ante July last in regard to the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, and the Russian Ambassador said that the Soviet 
troops had been out of Chinese territory as of November 18th (this 
date is evidently a mistake . - and that direct negotiations were 
under way between the Soviet and Mukden authorities. 

These statements bear out what the Foreign Minister has told me 
previously. The Japanese believe that the negotiations should remedy 
the situation by removing the cause of the present difficulties. 

Nbvilx.e 


See footnote 39, p. 366. 
“See footnote 45, p. 371. 
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861.77 Cbineae Ea8terii/582 : T«S«grftm 

The Minister in CBeohoslovaMa {Einstein) to the Secretary of State 

Phaouk, December 8, 1929 — ^5 p. m. 

[Received December 8—12 : 4B p. m.] 
57. Tour circular telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. I have made state- 
ment to Minister for Foreign Affairs, who expressed warm approval 
of your step and desire to cooperate. He regards the irritation pro- 
voked at Moscow as affording the best indication of its utility. TTa 
proposes to make immediate inquiries as to the form of procedure 
adopted by other natioias, notably France and Italy, in order to be 
guided by this. 

EmSKQT 


861,77 Cliinese Baat«ro/551 : Telagram 

The Minister in the Netherlands {^Dwkemd) to the Secretary of StaAe 

The Hague, December 8, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received December 3 — 4 : 10 p. m.] 
14S. Department’s circular December 1, 4 p. m. Immediately 
called on Minister for Rorei^ Affairs and strongly urged that his 
Government join with other governments along the lines suggested 
by you. The Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed himself as in 
entire harmony with your suggestions and promised at once to cable 
Netherlands Legation accordingly* He however declined to com- 
municate with Russia since lus Go%’ernment has no official relations 
with the Soviet Government. He infoimed me that private official 
despatches from representative at Peking were not reassuring, and 
expressed himself as deeply interested in arousing public sentiment 
as the only means of enforcing Paris Pact. 

Diekema 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/556 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Mexico {Morro^o) to the Secretary of State 

Mexico, December 3, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received December ^4 — 12 :19 a. m.] 
868. Reference to my telegram No. 367, December 2, 9 p. m. ; my 
telephone conversation of this morning with the Secretary; and the 
Department’s telegram 528, December 3, 5 p. m.®’' 

I saw the Minister for Foreign Affaii's at noon and left with him 
a memorandum in the sense of your circular telegram of December 
1st. Mr. Estrada repeated his previous statement that he was in 

” Not printed. 
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entire accord with the principles expressed in that message and that 
he was quite willing to issue a statement relative to the attitude of 
his Government in the Russp-CMnese conflict, to send a communica- 
tion to both the Chinese and the Russian Governments and to instruct 
the diplomatic representatives of Mexico in the Central American 
countries to communicate to the governments of those countries the 
attitude of the Mexican Government. 

I shall follow the matter up with the Foreign Office and endeavor 
to procure copies of the statement issued and communications sent. 

Morrow 


861.77 Cliinese Eastern/571 

The GMrhese Minister ((7. G. Wu) to the Secretary^ of State 

Washik-gton, December 3, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the following communication 
from my Government relating to the controversy between the Re- 
public of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 

On August 19, 1929, the Chinese Government had the honor to 
address a communication to the Signatories of the Treaty for the 
Renunciation of War giving an accoimt of the origin of the con- 
troversy concerning the Chinese Eastern Railway between the Re- 
public of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
announcing its readiness at any time to seek by discussion with the 
Soviet Government a settlement of the controversy. 

From the beginning it has been apparently the policy of the Soviet 
Government to use force as a solution of the dispute. On various 
occasions there have been attacks by Soviet forces on Chinese garrisons 
and invasions of Chinese territory by land, by water, and by air, for 
instance at Tungning on August 14, 16, and 17, at Chalainor on 
August 18, September 4, and 8, at Suiyuan on September 29, at Man- 
chuli on October 1 and 2, and at Tuimkiang on October 12. Not 
only have casualties been sustained by Chinese troops, but there has 
been heavy loss of life and property among the civilian population 
in the invaded territory. 

The Chinese Government, on the other hand, mindful of its obliga- 
tions as a Signatory of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, has 
in spite of extreme provocation confined itself strictly to measures of 
self-defence. Chinese troops even after repulsing tne invaders have 
in no instance set foot across the border. And repeated but unfor- 
tunately unsuccessful attempts have been made to reach with the 
Soviet Government a settlement by pacific means. 

Recentlv in view of Soviet allegations of Chinese responsibility for 
the warlike conditions along the border, the Chinese Government, 
aware of the falsity of these allegations, proposed to the Soviet Gov- 
ernment the appointment of a mixed commission of inquiry, presided 


“ A similar communication, dated Nanking, December 3, 1929, was addressed 
by the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs to the American Charge in China 
(861.77 Chinese Eastern/878) . 
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over by a national of a third country, to investigate and report oa 
the responsibility for the frontier situation.®* Pending the mvesti- 
gation, both sides were to withdravr their forces from the frontier 
to a distance of thirty miles. In case of acceptance by the Soviet 
Government of these conciliatory suggestions, the Chinese Govern- 
ment stated that it was further prepared to submit the whole for 
adjustment to a neutral a^ncy according to the establish^ usage for 
the peaceful settlement of international disputes.®* 

The Chinese Government has thus continually and consistently 
demonstrate its faithful and scrupulous adherence to the Treaty for 
the iBenunciation of War. Nevertheless the Soviet Government 
to persist in its policy of waging undeclared but actual war on China. 
On November 17 an armed invasion in greater force than hitherto 
took place resulting in the Soviet occupation of Manchuli and 
Chalamor. 

Under these circumstances, the Chinese Government considers it 
its duty to communicate with the Governments of the Co-Signatories 
of the Treaty for the Eenunciation of War, for the purpose ot irawing 
their attention to the acts and attitude of the Soviet Government 
which are contrary to the provisions of the Treaty and requesting 
that such measures be adopted as may be necessary and appropriate 
in view of Article II of the Treaty. 

Accept [etc.] Chao-Chtt Wn 


891.77 Chlnetfe B!4Uit«irn/560 : 

The OhargS in China. {Perkma) to the Seoretary of State 

PrariNo, December 4, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 4 — 8 : 60 a. m.] 
1077. My 1067, December 3, 11 a. m. Following from American 
Consul, Nanking: 

_ “December 8, W m m. My December % 11 a. m. I am most reliably 
iniormea that C- T, Wan|f today denies that Mukden authorities 
have committed themselves to an agreement with the Russian Gov- 
ernment upon the basis of Russian terms which are: (1) Restoration 
of the railway to its former status, (2) appointment of Russian general 
manager and assistant manager of railway, and (3) release of all 
Russian prisoners. Wang says what has been done has been merely 
agreement to discu^ points (1) and (2) in the forthcoming confer- 
ence and that no diflBiculty is expected over point (3). Wang admits, 
however, that Chang Hsueh-liang has askea the Russian Government 
to nominate Russians for the position of general manager and assistant 
general manager for possible appointment by Chinese Government.” 

Perkiks 


as received by the Charge In China, this sentence does not end 
added to it as a closing pbrase shortened and modified 
withdrawal by both sides of their forces from the frontier 
to a distance of 30 miles.” 

received hy the Chargd in China contains an additional sentence 
the^^^^^Go'^ramenZ ” * suggestions were rejected in their entirety by 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/568 : Telegram 

The Amhdssador in Italy {Garrett) to the Secretary of State 

Home, December 4, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 30 p, m.~\ 

92. Your 79, December 1, 6 p. m.®^ The following official Stefanii 
Agency communication was published in the press last night: 

‘‘The Government of the United States has expressed to the govern- 
ments of the principal powers signatories of the Kellogg Pact the 
desire that they call attention of the Government of China and of 
the Government of Russia to the obligations resulting from the above 
pact of which they are signatories. 

Last week the Ambassador of ihe United States, Mr. Garrett, and 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Grandi, together examined the situ- 
ation created in the Far East as a result of the Russo-Chinese conflict 
and they communicated to each other their respective points of view 
on the question. The Italian Government has willingly adhered to 
the desire expressed by the Government of Washington. 

As a result of these understandings Minister Grandi instructed the 
Italian Ambassador at Moscow and the Minister at Peiping to trans- 
mit to the Soviet Government and to the Nanking Government a 
note in the following tenor : 

‘The Italian Government, in associating itself with the step proposed by the 
Government of the United States to the principal powers signatories of the Kellogg 
Pact for the purpose of resolving in a peaceful manner the situation in Man- 
churia, caUs the full attention of the Governments of China and Russia to the 
provisions of the above-mentioned pact. 

The formal assurances which the aforesaid two Governments gave both il>oth 
gavet’\ when adhering to the Treaty for the Renunciation of War and [sic] there- 
fore permit the Italian Government to hope that they will desist from measures 
of hostility and wiU agree between thems^ves upon some' suitable means to 
arrive at a peaceful settlement of their present controversy.* *’ 

A copy of the above Italian note was also received by the Embassy 
from the Foreign Office today. 

Gakkett 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/562 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

^ Peiping, December 4, 1929 — noon. 

[Received December 4—11 ; 25 a. m.] 
1078. My 1069, December 3, 1 p. m. Following from American 
Consul, Harbin : 

“December 3, 1 p. m. Tsai and Li en route to Habaroysk where it is 
expected that they will discuss with Soviet representatives technical 
questions connected with points (1), restoration of status quo ante^ and 
(3), release of Soviet prisoners, and that with reference to point (2) 


" See footnote 45, p. 371. 
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regarding managers temporary [aic] attempt to persuade Soviet repre- 
sentatives to seiMt new genera! and assistant raonagere instead of 
Emshanoff and Eismont in exclmnge for w!»ieh president of board of 
directors Lu Jung-huan wili be relieved of his |H>st. 1 believe actual 

S uiting into effect of terms proposi'd by Moscow and accepted by Muk- 
en will depend upon Young Marshal and resistance topressure which 
is being or will be Wouglit to bear on him by Nanking officials, Kuonrin- 
tang and young Mukden party. It is believed here that any nesitation 
on his part will be followed by further Soviet aeroplane raids which 
have done little actual damage as regards of life and destruction 
property but which have been effective in demoralizing the Chinese 
forces and turning them into a rabble of indiscriminate looters.” 

“December 3, 6 p. m. Unconfirmed reports state that Tsai and Li 
have recroraed frontier and axe on their way back to Mukden via 
Harbin.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Cbiiieii« Ba0tern/581 : Telegrum 

The Minister in the D(minican Republic {Tmmff) to the 
Secretary of State 

Santo Domingo, December 4, 1929 — 2 p. m. 
[Received December 4 — 11 : 16 a. m.] 
68. With reference to the Department’s telegram December 1, 3 [|] 
p. m. The Minister for Foreign Affairs is addressing telegram to 
Russia and China along the lines indicated and a public statement will 
be issued. 

Young 


861.77 Chin<*9e Bastfjrn/QOO : Telegram 

The Charge in Poland {Cable) to the Secretary of State 

Warsaw, December 4, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received 7 : 40 p. m.] 

84. Referring to the Department’s circular instruction December 1, 
4 p. m. Had interview with Minister of Foreign Affairs today who was 
noncommittal except to state that his Government would consider what 
action should bo taken. He informed me that he was in receipt of a 
note from the French Embassy, the purport of which was similar to 
the Department’s telegram. In view of Polish attitude, I stressed 
the communication to the Free City of Danzig of the stand taken hy 
the United States. 


Cahus 
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861.77 Chines© Basterii/67a : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhms) to the Secretary of State 

Peiphtg, DecemlDer 4, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 7 : 40 p. m.] 

1084. The following from Reuter, dated Moscow, December 3d : 

‘‘The Russo-Chinese dispute over the Chinese Eastern Railway has 
been settled by a protocol signed at Nikolsk-TJssuriisk by Mr. Tsai 
Yun-sheng, Commissioner for Foreign Affairs in Harbin, and Mr. 
Simanovsky, Russian Diplomatic Agent. 

This protocol agrees to the reorganization of the administrators of 
the railway in strict conformity with the Peking and Mukden agree- 
ments of 1924. 

Mr. Tsai promised to dismiss Mr. Du Yung-huan, chairman of the 
Railway Board, and, in return, Mr. Simanovsky agreed to recommend 
other candidates for the managership and assistant managership than 
Messrs. Emshanov and Eismont, both of whom however may be given 
other positions on the railway.’’ 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/579 : Telegram 

T7ie Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 4, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

[Received December .5 — 12 : 40 a. m.] 

1083. My 1065, December 2, 4 p. m.®^ The following telegram has 
been received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs : 

“I have to acknowledge receipt of your telegram dated December 
2, transmitting a statement from your Government and to state in 
reply as follows : 

Throughout the whole present dispute with Soviet Russia the Na- 
tional Government has maintained a peaceful attitude and refrained 
from adopting any hostile military actions except for the purpose of 
self -protection, as may be attested by the established facts. Being a 
cosignatory of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, the National 
Government circidarized the other signatories of the aforesaid treaty 
on August 20, 1929, declaring that China would, apart from adopting 
measures for self -protection in defense of her territorial sovereignty 
against external invasions, faithfully abide by article 2 of the^ afore- 
named treaty providing for the solution of international disputes 
by pacific means and that she was ready any time within reasonable 
limits to negotiate with the Soviet Government for the settlement of 
the present dispute. Such declaration is in complete harmony with 
the intent of tlxe note under reply. The National Government has 
always imposed implicit confidence in aforesaid treaty and desisted 
from acting in any way contrary to its spirit. It will continue to 
adhere to its reiterated policy.” 

Perkins 


Not printed. 
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861.77 Chine9% Eattt«n:k/578 : TeK^am 

The Minister in Portugal (Bearing) to the Secretary of State 

Lisbon, December 4, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received December 6 — 9 : 20 a. m.] 
42. Department’s circular telegram December 1, 4 p. m., received 
and deciphered today. Instructions complietl with. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs is in complete accord, will act in the sense desired 
and as closely in conformity with our action as possible. At his 
request am giving him paraphrase of our Government’s statement 
to CJhina and Russia to assist him in preparing Portugal’s statement. 

Dbasinq 


861.77 Chtseoe Eutarn/eei 

Statement by the Secretary of State Issued to the Press on 
Becemb&r 1SS9 

1 have seen the text of the Russian memorandum •* as reported in 
the press. Between co-signatories of the Pact of Paris it can never 
be rightly thought unfriendly that one nation calls to the attention 
of another its obligations or the dangers to peace which from time 
to time arise. As far back as The Hague Convention of 1899 the 
nations of the world agreed that strangers to a dispute, on their own 
initiative, could make suggestions looking for peace between the 
states which were at variance and that the exercise of that right 
is not to be regarded by the parties in conflict as an unfriendly act.~ 
This was reaffirmed again in 1907*® and has been the recognized 
rule ever since. 

The message of the American Government was sent not from 
unfriendly motives but because this Government regards the Pact 
of Paris as a covenant which has profoundly modified the attitude 
of the world towards peace and because this Government intends 
to shape its own policy accordingly. In the language of the joint 
statement issued by the President of the United States and the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain on October tenth last “both our 
governments resolve to accept the Peace Pact not only as a declara- 
tion of good intentions but as a positive obligation to direct national 
policy in accordance with its pledge”.** The present declaration 
of the authorities of Russia that they are now proceeding with direct 
negotiations which will make possible the settlement of the conflict 
is not the least significant evidence to show that the public opinion 

“ See telegram No. 660, December 7, from the Charge In France, p. 404. 

•* See Foreign Relations, 1899, pp. 621, 62S (art. in). 

1907, pt. 2, pp. 1181, 1182 (art. in). 

“See vol. m, p. 34. 
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of the world is a live factor which can be promptly mobilized and 
which has become a factor of prime importance in the solution of the 
problems and controversies which may arise between nations. 


861.77 Chinese Ea8tern/645 

The Ambassador in Ouba ( Guggenheim) to the Secretary of State 

11 Habana, December 5, 1929. 

[Received December 9.] 

Sir : Referring to the Department’s circular telegram of December 
1, 4 p. m., 1929, and to my telegram in reply thereto, No. 128 of Decem- 
ber 3, 2 p. m., 1929,®^ in which the Department was informed that the 
Cuban Secretary of State had assured me of the full cooperation of his 
Government, I have the honor to report that the Cuban Government 
yesterday sent messages to the Governments of China and Soviet 
Russia inviting their attention to the desirability of settling their 
present differences by peaceable means. 

The Cuban Legation at Peking was directed to make the following 
commimication to the Chinese Government : 

“The Cuban Government and people have not failed to follow with 
deep concern the events which have been developing in Northern 
Manchuria since the month of July. 

In its character as a signatory to the Kellogg Pact, the second article 
of which binds all the contracting states to have recourse to pacific 
means for the settlement of differences which may arise between them, 
the Cuban Republic feels obliged to address itself to the Government 
and people of the Chinese Republic, invoking their sentiments of 
human solidarity, and cordially inviting them to settle a conflict which 
menaces sacred interests common to all peoples, who, in view of the 
apparent inefficacy of solemn international promises, would feel that 
their firmest hopes of peace and progress have been destroyed”. 

The following telegram was sent directly to the Soviet Minister for 
Foreign Affairs by the Cuban Secretary of State : 

^‘The Cuban Government and people have followed with the greatest 
anxiety the development of the events which have occurred since the 
month of July in Northern Manchuria. 

As a signatory to the Pact of Paris, the Cuban Republic, through 
my agency, addresses itself to Your Excellency, calling upon the senti- 
ments of the Russian Government and people, in the conviction that 
its attitude will contribute to the settlement of a conflict which would 
surely detract from the efficacy of solemn international agreements in 
which humanity sees its guarantees of progress and of peace”. 

I have [etc.] Harry F. Guggenheim 


natter not printed. 
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861.77 Cblnese Sast«n>/e87 : TalaBnus 

The Charge in Albania {Holmee) to the Secretary of Staie 

Txkama, December 6, 1929 — ^10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 6 : 09 p. m.] 

40. Department’s circular telegram December 1 [, 4 p. m.]. For- 
eign Minister has given me oral assurance that Albania will immedi- 
ately comply.®* 

Hoiacbs 


861.77 Chineae Baatern/68S : Tetocram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

PsiPiKo, December 5, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Beceived December 6 — 11 a. m.] 

1087. My 1078, I>ecember 4, noon. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin ; 

“December 3, 8 p. m. Tsai and Di returned to Harbin this morning 
and left for Mukaen-’* 

“December 4, 5 p. m. According to the local press, Di declared in 
Harbin this morning that negotiations not broken and expected to 
continue smoothly; that Tsai handed Soviet representative Chinese 
terms as basis for negotiations; that three Soviet points afdrmed and, 
in addition, Mo.scow must guarantee cessation of Communist propa- 
ganda, prisoners to be released by both sides simultaneously, military 
operations to cease and forces withdrawn from the front. And that 
since Enishanoff and Eismont were engaged in such propaganda it is 
not convenient to take them back and Chinese willing to make per- 
soimel changes to offset Soviet concessions of ion) this point. 
Embassy informed briefly.” 

Pekkins 


851.77 Chineae Ea8t«rn/5d0 : T«>U*srnm 

The Amia^sscu/or in Turkey/ {Grew) to the /secretary of State 

CoNSTANTiNOPi^E, December 5, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 4 : B7 p. m.] 

7e3. Department’s circular December 1, 4 p. xn,, received December 
3. I took first train to Angora and last evening presented your state- 
ment onilly to the Minister for Foreign Affairs who heartily applauds 
your action. Although the latest news despatches indicate that the 
Russo-Chinese conflict has ceased and that negotiations for a pacific 
solution have already been agreed upon, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs states that he will endeavor to formulate and to issue an 
appropriate public declaration in line with your proposal. 

•* See telegram No. 99, December 14, from the Ambassador in Italy, p. 421. 
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[Paraphrase.] Evidently the Eussian Ambassador at Angora has 
held the ear of the Turkish Minister , for Foreign Affairs constantly 
and. has convinced him that White Russians, serving with Chinese 
troops and inciting them, engineered the attacks in Manchuria. This 
being assured, it is evident also that the Foreign Minister fears that 
the Soviet Government would bitterly resent the Turkish Govern- 
ment’s issuing even an impartial note, such as yours, so it appears very 
doubtful whether the Foreign Minister sees his way clear to doing it. 
Nevertheless, I strongly urged him, and at great length, to take full 
part in your action. He promises in due course to inform me of any 
action he may take. [End paraphrase.] 

Gkew 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/590 : Telegram 

The Charge m Peru {Mayer) to the Secretary of State 

Lima, December 5, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 6 p. m.] 

230. Your circular telegraphic instructions of December 1, 4 p. m., 
carried out immediately. The President and the Minister of F or- 
eign Affairs showed great interest in support of your action. The 
following is translation of the note Peruvian Government tele- 
graphed to Nanking last night. An identic note is being sent to 
the Soviet authorities : 

‘‘Lima, December 4, 1929. To His Excellency the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China, Nanking. 

Mr. Minister: Peru, as a signatory of the multilateral pact signed 
at Paris on August 27, 1928, in which war is renounced as an instru- 
ment of international policy and in which the high contracting 
powers agree that the settlement or solution of all disputes or con- 
flicts of what nature or origin they inay be, that may arise among 
the nations will be sought only by pacific means, finds itself keenly 
interested in the present matter because no one may fail to recog- 
nize the obligation of complying with the prescriptions of that pact. 

The Government of Peru feels itself compelled to recall to China 
and to Russia, two great powers signatory to the above pact, the 
moral and juridical obligation which they face before the world to 
resort to pacific means such as arbitration, conciliation or interna- 
tional justice to resolve their difference, renouncing above all the use 
of force. 

The growing development of humanitarian and Christian senti- 
ments among men and peoples obliges the nations of all continents 
to follow the guide of the pacifism indicated by the multilateral pact 
for the ren\mciation of war. 

Complying with instructions of the President of the Republic, 
Don Augusto B. Leguia, I am sending this friendly communication 
to the Government and people of Your Excellency to the end that, 
with the high serenity which must characterize great decisions, the 
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use of force in the Sino-Bussian conflict be definitely excluded and 
pacific means be sought to end the present difference which alaigag 
all the powers and particularly those which cultivate friendly rela- 
tions with those two nations and desire for them the incalculable 
benefits of peace. 

On this basis and entertaining the hope that the Governments ef 
China and Russia will make a now effort to assure the reestablish- 
ment of their good relations, I have tlie honor to offer to Your Ex- 
cellency the sentiments of my highest and most distinguished con- 
sideration. Signed, Pedro Jose Bada y Qamio, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Peru.” 

2. Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that the notes would be 
published about Saturday. 

Maxib 


801.77 Chinese S!ft8t«rii/588 : Taldgram 

TAe Mvrdstev in the Dondnioan Republic {Young) to the Secretary of 

State 

Santo Domingo, December 6, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 9 : 20 p. m.] 

70. Legation'^s telegram No. 68, December 4, 2 p. m. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs informed me this morning that in view of the press 
cables today reporting the signing of a protocol between Chins and 
Russia, his proposed telegrams to those Governments will be withheld 
pending developments. 

Young 


801,77 Chinese lCastern/574 t Telegram 

The Chargi in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

PjEiriNO, December 5, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 5-^ : 50 a. m.*®] 

1090. Legation’s 1084, December 4, 5 p. m. Following from Tass 
Agency, Moscow, December 4th : 

“The protocol signed yesterday in Nikolsk-Ussurisk by Messrs. Tsai 
and Simanovsky, the Mukden and Soviet representatives respectively, 
runs as follows : 

‘On behalf of the Mukden Government, the Diplomatic Commissar, Mr. Tsai 
Tun-sheng, declares that the chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chinese 
Eastern &Uway, Mr. Lu Jung-huan, has been [Is to bef] dismissed from the post 
of chainnan of the hoard. 

On behalf of the Government of the V. S. S. B., the Agent of the foreign Com- 
missariat [at] Habarovak, Mr. Simanovsky, declares that when the chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Chinese Eastern Bailway, Mr. Du Jung-huan, wlU 


Telegram in four sections. 
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be beew-f] dismissed from the post, the Soviet Government, in accordance 
with declaration of the Acting Commissar of Foreign Affairs, Mr, liitvinov, handed 
the German Ambassador at Moscow on August 29, will be ready to recommend 
new candidates for the post of manager and assistant manager of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, instead of Messrs. Bmshanov and Bismont. But in the [t/iis] 
case, the Soviet Government reserves the right to apjpoint Messrs. Bmshanov and 
Bismont to other posts on the Chinese Eastern Railway, whereupon Mr. Tsai 
Yun-sheng, in personal conversation with Mr. Simanovshy, expressed his consent. 

The Deputy [Biplomatic\ Commissar, Mr. Tsai Yun-sheng, of the Mukden Gov- 
ernment declared that the latter, desiring by all means to contribute towards 
the settlement of the conflict between China and* the XJ. S. S. R. and to remove 
all causes for further complications, will strictly conform with the Mukden and 
Peking agreement [s] of 1924, in whole as well as in each part. 

The Agent of the Foreign Commissariat [at] Habarovsk, Mr. Simanovsky, on be- 
half of the Soviet Government, accepted with satisfaction ttie declaration of 
Commissar Tsai Yun-sheng that the Mukden Government will fulfill the agree- 
ments of 1924 and declared on his part that the Government of the TJ. S. S. R., 
which has always stood on the basis of the agreement [s] existing between China 
and the U. S. S. R., will, of course, strictly fulfill them in whole as well as in each 
part. 

The , above declarations in the first and second clauses of this protocol are con- 
sidered as accepted by both parties.* ’* 


Perkins 


861,77 Chinese Eastern /686 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Mexico {Morrow) to the Secretary of State 

Mexico, December 5, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 05 p. m.'J 

371. Reference to my telegram ITo. 368, December 3, 6 p- m. I saw 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs personally again today and he in- 
formed me that he had sent messages by telegraph to the Commis- 
sar for Foreign Affairs at Moscow and to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs at Nanking, He said that he was giving a copy of this 
communication to the Russian Minister in Mexico City so that he 
might transmit it to his Government in the Russian language. Mr* 
Estrada says that the Government of Mexico merely made friendly 
representations as a signatory to the Pact of Paris to two other sig- 
natories of that pact and expressed the hope that their difficulties 
might reach a peaceful solution assuring the two Governments of 
the friendly disinterestedness of Mexico. He also stated that he 
had sent a telegram to the Mexican diplomatic representatives in 
Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica directing them to 
inform the Governments of those countries that a communication in 
this sense had been sent to the Governments of China and Russia. 

Morrow 


™ Quoted in statement by the Soviet Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, p. 309. 
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861.77 CblneM B«atem/60l : Trienram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge *n Japan, {NeviUe) 

[Parapbraae] 

Washinoton, December 6, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

124. On December 2, in conversation, I asked the Japanese Ambas- 
sador to make clear to Baron Shidehara that our recent action in 
regard to Russia and China was not taken from any desire to in- 
trude into Manchurian affairs but to save the Kellogg-Briand Pact 
from losing its strength and force. He said he understood per- 
fectly and would make this clear to his Government. The foregoing 
merely for your information. 

SmtsoN 


861.77 Chinese Ea«t«na/588 : 

The GhargS in China (Per&ins) to the Secretary of State 

PEtriNO, December 6, 1929 — p. m. 

[Received 9:42 p. m.] 

1098. My 1071, December 3, 8 p. m., and 1087, December 5, noon. 
Following from American Consul in charge at Mukden : 

“December 5, 11 a. m. Tsai and Li arrived here last night from 
Nikolsk where meeting with Soviet representatives was held. Reli- 
ably informed that following preliminary agreement reached: All 
clauses of 1924 agreements are to be fulfil led, Lu Jung-huan and 
Chang Ching-hui to be removed, and Soviet to recommend two other 
person.^ as manager and assi.stant manager of railway, Emshanoff 
and Eismont to be given other appointments in railway which was 
accepted by Tsai fapparent omission] officials of General Chang 
Hsueh-liang after having last night sent telegram to Moscow that 
Chinese could not concede Soviet demand appointment Emshanoff, 
Eismont.” 

PEBKnrs 


861,77 Cbinese Ea«tern/584 : Telegram 

The Minister in the Netherlands {Diekema) to the Secretary of State 

The Hague, December 5, 1929 — 8 p. m. 
[Received December 5 — 1 : 55 p. m.] 
144. Legation’s telegram No. 142, December 3, 5 p. m. The Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs sent for me today to say that just as he was 
about to send a telegram to the Netherlands Chargd d’Affaires at 
Peiping along the lines suggested in the Department’s circular of 
December 1, he received a telegram from Peiping saying that the 
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Chinese Government had already received communications from 
other govermnents to which it had replied. For this reason and since 
the Netherlands Government could not commiuiicate with the Soviet 
Government, Mr. Beelaerts stated that he had not sent the promised 
telegram and desired me to telegraph my Government accordingly. 

Ddbkema 


861.77 Cbinese Easteni/644 

Memoraaidvm "by the Assistant Secretary of State {Castle) 

[Washington,] December 5, 1929. 

The Seoeetart: The German Ambassador came to see me on 
Tuesday ^ to say that he had a telegram from Curtius, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, asking him to assure the Department that Germany 
had entirely sympathized with your attitude in coimection with your 
communication to China and Russia about the Kellogg Pact and to 
explain why Germany could not take similar action. Curtius said 
that Grermany was in a peculiar position owing to the fact that it 
had charge of the interests of Chinese nationals in Russia, Russian na- 
tionals in China and, therefore, felt that it had little right to iutervene. 
Germany felt also that, inasmuch as it was already acting as . a channel 
of transmission in negotiations between the Chinese and the Russians, 
it would be wrong suddenly to act in concert with other nations toward 
bringing about a meeting. I think the Ambassador was genuinely 
afraid that you would feel that Germany had not played the game. 
I told >>im that I thought you realized Germany’s peculiar position in 
the matter, but that I would pass on what he had said to you. 

W. R. C[ASTnE,] Jr. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/638 : Telegram 

The Charge in Liberia {Wharton) to the Secretary of State 

Monrovia, December 6, 1929 — 8 a. m. 

[Received 11 : 35 p. m] 

Department’s circular telegram dated December 1, 4 p. m., com- 
plied with yesterday. Barclay states that Liberia will support Pact 
of Paris and intend [s] to issue similar statement. 

Wharton 


” December 3, 1929. 

Edwin Barclay, Siberian Secretary of State. 
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S62.77 Chinese Biasterii/605 : Telesrssa 

The Charge in Venemtela (Engert) to the Secretary of Staie 

Caracas, December 6, 1929 — 9 a. m. 

[Beceived 2 : 22 p. m.] 

195. The substance of your circular of December 1st, 4 p. m., -was 
duly communicated to the Minister of Foreign Affairs who sent for 
me last night and made the following statement : 

“Please tliank the Secretary of State for his communication. The 
Venezuelan Government is in entire accord with the sentiments of the 
American Government regarding the deplorable conflict in the Par 
East and the necessity of upholding the Paris Pact. You may count 
upon our wholehearted moral support, but as Venezuela has no diplo- 
matic relations witli either China or Soviet Russia it is not practicable 
to address any formal representation to them.” 


Ebgoirt 


861.77 Chizi««« Btt«t6ra/588 : 

The Charge in China (Perkins) ta the Secretary of StaU 

Pexpino, December 6, 1929 — ^10 a. m. 

[Received 10:40 a, mP] 

1094, My 1087, December 5. noon. Following from American 
Consiil at Harbin: 

‘^December 5, 1 p, m. It is probable that, judging by quick return 
of Tsai and Li, they were tola that no new conditions would be ac- 
cepted by Soviet side and that an announcement of what has tran- 
spi^d will not be made for a few days at least. Many local people 
believe that if Mukdeu hesitates, Tsitsihar will next be visited by 
Soviet aeroplanes, A panic among tlie troops there would increase 
tremendously the danger of the s<ndier rabble Chalainor and Man- 
churia Station because of lack of communications- However, uncon- 
tirmed I’eports indicate that a few hundred Soviet troops, perhaps 
only irregulars, were ui^d to demoralize the Chinese forces at 
Chalainor and Manchuria Station and to change them into a rabble. 
Certainly conditions at both places are quiet except that the Soviet 
state police have arrested Bussmns on proscribed lists and that non- 
Russian foreign^ are descending upon Harbin and [fear?] of loot- 
ing here by local ti^oops. The Japanese Consul General will propose 
today to the local consular corps that it request the Chinese authori- 
ties to send special train on which representatives of the various con- 
sulates tomorrow travel as far west as possible to ascertain the fate 
of and to remove, if possible and necessary, non-Russian foreigners, 
mostly Japanese (one American), fx'om Hailar. It is difficult to get 
news from Chalainor. It is reported about one hundred Russians, 
presumably railway employees, have been killed by Chinese panic- 

” Telegram in two sections. 
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stricken soldiers at Buketu and other stations. Trains can proceed 
as far as Buketu, but it is believed that that station is still overrun by 
rioting Chinese soldiers.” 

'PmJsxNS 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/597 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Petping, December 6, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received December 6 — 3 :12 a. m.] 
1095. My 1084 'llOOS '] , December 5, 7 p. m. Following from Amer- 
ican Consul in charge at Mukden : 

“December 5, 10 p. m. My teiegram of December 5, 11 a. m. Reli- 
ably informed that discussions concerning Emshanoff, Eismont were 
continued today. The Marshal eventually acquiesced in their appoint- 
ment to other positions. A reply to LitvinoflE’s telegram of November 
27th in this sense was sent today. Apparently no message was sent 
last night. Du Jung-huan has not signed [sic '] ; Mukden has now 
agreed to the conditions of Soviet for starting negotiations.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/598 : Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt ( Gunther) to the Secretary of State 

Cairo, December 6, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 6 — 6 : 32 a. m.] 
76. My 75, December 4, 1 p. m.^® Text of Egyptian Government’s 
representations through Egyptian Minister in Paris to Chinese and 
Russian diplomatic representatives there is, in an abbreviated form, 
substantially same statement as you have communicated. It has been 
given out to the Egyptian press. I shall forward full text by 
despatch.*^® Do you wish me formally to make any acknowledgment of 
Egyptian Government’s prompt cooperation? Repeated to Paris. 

Gunther 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/608 : T^egram 

The Minister in Hungary (Wright) to the Secretary of State 

Budapest, December 6, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 4 : 10 p. m.] 

26. Your circular December 5, 4 p. m.^® Department’s December 
1, 4 p. m., received 3rd and brought on morning of 4th to attention 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs who stated that he concurred 

See telegram No. 1054, November 29, from tbe Charg4 in China, p. 362. 

™ Not printed. 
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that this was an important moment in the application of the treaty 
and that a moral obligation rested upon the signatories to the pact 
again to express their adherence to the principle therein embo^ed 
and to take whatever action appeared proper to them according 
to their respective circumstances. He observed, however, that Hun- 
gary as a small power should perhaps await for a few days the 
action of other powers. After further conversation, however, he 
stated that he would seek an early opportunity to state the position 
of the Government at a meeting of the Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
of either House of Parliament which would be made public as he 
considered such method preferable to an interview or statement by 
the Prime Minister. The question of addressing communications to 
the governments parties to the controversy must await further con- 
sideration. Hungary maintains diplomatic relations with neither. 
At my suggestion an officially inspired statement appeared in all 
morning papers of the 6th that I had informed the Government 
of the action of the American Government and the vital importance 
which we attribute to the serious application of the pact. 

Prime Minister observed to me last night that the reply of Eussia 
as reported in press here was about what was to have been expected, 
while Minister of Foreign Affairs characterized it as impertinent. 
Hungarian papers carry only press reports of controversy and of 
representations made by certain governments. Only editorial com- 
ment is that appearing 4th by Appomnivori \Afponyi f] who ob- 
serves that this conflict emphasizes the contention advanced by him 
in private speech at Parliamentary Union in Geneva last August 
that the reservations made by certain powers signatories to the Pact 
of Paris in defining aggression have impaired its value.’’^ 

Whioht 


861.77 Chinese Eaeterii/680 

Tha Belgian Embaesy to the Department of Staie 
[Tranalattonl 

The Belgian Government thanks the Government of the United 
States for having informed it of the official note addressed to China 
and Eussia on the subject of the situation in Manchuria. The idea 
which inspired the American initiative has the entire sympathy of 
the Belgian Government. Like the Government of the United States, 
the Belgian Government is greatly concerned with seeing the pro- 

■"See Inter-'ParXiamenXwrv Bulletin (Geneva), 9th year. No. 4, July-Augnst, 
1029, pp. 131, 134. 
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visions of the Paris Pact scrupulously respected by all its signa- 
tories. 

If public opinion did not watch over their strict observation, the 
moral force of the Pact would be seriously weakened in the eyes of 
the world. 

The Belgian Government is glad to learn that at present it seems 
that the Sino-Russian difference is to be the object of a pacific set- 
tlement. 

Washikqton, December 6, 1929. 


861.77 CUnese Biastera/624 : leleeram 

The Minister i/n Rumania (Wilson) to the Secretary of Stoste 

Bttchabest, December 6, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received 5 : 15 p. m.] 

32. Made yesterday to Prime Minister, Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, statement contained in Department’s circular of December 
1, 4 p. m. 

Prime Minister showed great interest, expressed his approval of 
attitude of United States and procedure followed. He has this morn- 
ing informed me that he fully shares the Department’s views and will 
be glad to follow procedure suggested. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
now studying method of communicating Rumania’s views to China 
and Russia as she has no diplomatic representative in either country. 

Wilson 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/610,: Telegram 

The Mimster m Portugal {Decurmg) to the SecretaTg of State 

Lisbon, December 6, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Eeceived 4 : 15 p. m.] 

43. Department’s circular December 5, 4 p. m.*^® Government’s at- 
titude is only of approval and willing concurrence. Minister for For- 
eign Affairs telephoned yesterday, confirmed statements to me of pre- 
vious afternoon as reported in my telegram 42, December 4, 8 p. m,, 
and said he was sending me copy statements Portugal is despatching to 
China and Bussia. 

. • • • i H • 

Dsabino 


Not printed. 



400 


FOBEIGN RELATIONS, 1929, VOUUME H 


861.77 Chinem Easterii/011 : Telegrum 

TAe Chargi in Nicaragua (Beaulac) to the Secretary of State 

Manaotja, December 6, 1929—8 p. m. 

[Keceived 4:30 p. m,i 

282. Department’s circular telegrams of December 2 [i], 4 p. m., 
and December 5, 4 p. m,** 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs showed me a copy of a note 
which he says he will address today to the Governments of China and 
Russia calling their attention to the provisions of the Pact of Paris 
and expresses the hope that they will settle their difBculties by pacific 
means. . . . 

Bbaxjxao 


861.77 Chinese BA8teri3i/621 : Telegram 

The OhargS in Chile {Lay) to the Secretary of State 

Santuqo, December 6, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 9 :12 p. m.] 

170. Department’s circular telegram of December 5, 4 p. m.®* 
Minister of Foreign Affairs told me this morning that his Govern- 
ment is in entire accord and sympathy with the action and sugges- 
tions made by United States Government to Russia and China and 
that his Government desires to take identical action, but he feels 
that inasmuch as Chile has repeatedly refused to recognize the 
Soviet Government and is not a great power like the United States, 
Chile has decided not to address Russia in the matter even through 
an intermediary. The Minister for Foreign Affairs told me howbeit 
that he intends to ask the Charg4 d’ Affaires of Cliina in Santiago to 
transmit a communication to the Chinese Government substantially 
the same as yours to both China and Russia in Department’s cir- 
cular telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. He is sending this communi- 
cation to China through its Charg6 here, as Chile’s [representative?] 
accredited to Japan and Cliina is now in Tokyo ill. 

No comments in Chilean press on this subject has [ham) appeared 
as yet, probably awaiting announcement of the action of the Chilean 
Government. 

Lat 


’‘liatter not printed. 
" Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese E3astern/604% ; Telegram 

The Charge in Sweden (^CrocJcer) to the Secretary of State 

Stockholm, December 6, 1929 — 1 p. m, 
[Received December 6 — 12 : 30 p. m.] 
41. Your circular December 5, 4 p. I am informed by tbe 

Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs tbat the Swedish Gov- 
ernment cordially approves and is sympathetically interested in the 
action of the American Government in calling the attention of 
China and Russia to their obligations under the pact. Sweden is 
inclined to take similar action provided there is indication that a 
considerable number of the other smaller powers will also act. The 
Swedish Government have already taken steps to ascertain the 
views of certain other countries in the matter. The reported dis- 
inclination of Germany and Japan to act is discounted here as both 
those countries are considered to have special interests. 

The press has made no comment whatever. 

Crocker 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/625 : Telegram 

The Minister in Austria {IV oMmrn^ to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirasel 

ViENHA, December 6, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 9: 05 p. m.] 

42. Referring to your circular telegrams of December 5, 3 p. m, 
and 4 p. m.®^ 

(1) On December 4 the Secretary General of the Austrian Foreign 
Office referred to the Moscow reaction to your action as “extraor- 
dinary”. Today he informed me of his Government’s opinion that 
the United States Government’s action and suggestions were entirely 
correct and in harmony with the Paris Pact, which was signed by 
China, Russia, and the United States. 

(2) Inasmuch as Soviet Acting Foreign Commissar Litvinoff has 
characterized the Franco-American demarche as ‘^unfriendly” and, 
as reported by the Austrian press, has stated publicly that the new 
Austrian Government has declared it is ready to maintain the exist- 
ing Austro-Soviet economic relations (this, reading between the 
lines, is here interpreted to be a warning) , Austria as a weak power 
feels it must refrain from publicly taking a stand, since commercial 
relations with Russia are important. I think also, though this is 
secondary, it is felt here that, just at the moment of reaching a 


*^Not printed. 
Neither printed. 
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constitutionfil compromise with the Socialists, possible internal com-, 
plications ^oold be avoided. 

• • * * • * , 

(4) As early next week as is possible, there will be handed to me a 
note embodying the sense of paragraph (1) and also perhaps para- 
graph (2). The acute constitutional crisis which culminated this 
week here has subordinated everything else. . . . 

Washbtjkit 


865.77 Chlne»e Eastern/61‘1 : Tuleirrsm 

The Minister in Lafrin (Coleman) to the Seerefary of Stcate 

Rioa, December 6, 1929 — 5 p. m. 
f Eeceived December 6 — 3 : 40 p. m.] 

92, Eeference my telegram 91, December 4, 5 p. m.®^ Moscow 
Izvestia of December 4 publishes communique from the Commis- 
sariat of Foreign Affairs stating that T.sai Yun-sheng on behalf of 
the Mukden Government and Simnnovsky on liehatf of the Soviets 
signed on December Srd at Nikolsk-Ussurisk a protocol containing 
the following points: 

1. Tsai declared on behalf of the Mukden Government that Lu 
is to he I'emoved from his position as chairman of the Board of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. 

After the removal of Du the Soviet Government ^Svill be prepared 
to nominate for the posts of manager and assistant manager of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway other persons than Messrs. Emshanov and 
Eismont’^ The Soviet Government however ^Veserves the right to 
appoint Messrs. Emshanov and Eismont to other positions on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway.” 

2. Tsai stated that the Mukden Government ‘Svill observe the Muk- 
den and the Peiping agreements strictly in general as well as in par- 
ticular.’’ Simanovsky ‘^declared on his part that the Government of 
the XJ. S- S. R. which has always adhered to the agreements existing 
between China and the XJ. S. S. R. will of course observe them strictly 
in general as well as in particular.” In the same number of the 
iBvestia the statement of the American Government expressing the 
hope that the settlement of the Soviet-Mukden conflict be effected 
by peaceful means and the Soviet reply thei'eto were published in 
full. The same paper also devotes its leading [article?] to a bitter 
attack upon the Governments of the XJnited States, France and Great 
Britain for what it describes as their ‘‘attempt by means of overt in- 
terference to frustrate the beginning of a settlement of the Soviet- 
Chinese conflict.” 

" Not printed. 

•* See telegram No. 550, I>eceinber 7, from the Chargd in France, p. 404. 
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‘‘Who has empowered these Governments”, the editorial asks, “to 
take upon themselves the protection of the Kellogg Pact ; the pact 
does not contain provisions regarding the playing of such a role by 
any individual states. When and to whom has the Soviet Government 
indicated its willingness to receive suggestions and advice regarding 
questions of its own foreign policy in connection with matters which 
do not concern the states offering such advice?” 

The editorial then charges that the action of the powers was not 
prompted by any desire to prevent the violation of the obligations 
of the Kellogg Pact but for the purpose “in conjunction with the 
Nanking Government . . of exercising pressure upon the nego- 
tiations between the TJ. S. S. E. and Mukden at a moment when 
these negotiations were already presenting the possibility of a genuine 
and speedy settlement of the conflict.” 

It is pointed out that an agreement with China that would result 
in the return of the railway to the joint Soviet-Chinese administra- 
tion would interfere with the plans of “the American and French 
imperialists”. “American capitalism” desires to gain possession of 
the railway and France hopes to obtain its share when the railway is 
divided up. The editorial “notes with satisfaction” that “Japan, Italy 
and Germany did not j oin in the action and that they thereby refrained 
from an xinf riendly act in respect to the U. S. S. B.” 

CoiiEMAN 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/612 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece (SkinTier) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, December 6, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received December 6 — 3 : 10 p. m.] 

104. Contents of Department’s circular telegram of December 1, 4 
p. m., received December 3d, was at once communicated to Minister for 
Foreign Affairs who issued strong press statement supporting Ameri- 
can Government’s suggestions and declaring that Russia and China 
are obviously bound to suspend military action and to seek solution of 
the conflict by arbitration. This statement received wide publicity. 
Subsequently the Minister consulted Mr. Venizelos with respect to 
concrete action to be taken and requested me this morning to inform 
the Department that the Greek Government would adopt any course 
adopted generally by the powers, but being a small state could not 
take the lead and considered that it would be imprudent to make direct 
representations to Moscow otherwise than in conjunction with all the 
powers or in accordance within agreed plan. Mr. Michalacopoulos 

“Omission indicated in the original 

“ Greek Prime Minister. i 
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reminded me that there were 200,000 Greek citizens residing in Rnssia 
now. Greece maintains no representative in China and would have to 
communicate with that power through some other government, proba- 
bly the United States. In my opinion, Greece will move positively as 
soon as the Government is informed that all the principal powers are 
acting in the sense suggested in the Department’s telegram. 

Skinnek 


861.77 Chinese Ea8ter]i/C22 : Telegram 

The Charge in France (Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Pabis, December 7, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received 1 : 10 p. m.«^] . 

650. I have this morning received from the Foreign Office the reply 
of the Soviet Government, transmitted through the French Govern- 
ment, to your statement in accordance with instructions contained in 
the Department’s telegram 393, November 30, 8 p. m. 

The following is a translation of the covering note from the Foreign 
Office dated December 6, 1929 : 

“In conformity with the desire of {^expreeeed by'] the Embassy of 
the United States in its note of December 1st, the Nunistry for Foreign 
Affaire has not failed to invite the Ambassador of the French Republic 
at Moscow to remit to the Soviet Government, in the name of the 
American Government, the declaration the text of which accompanied 
the aforementioned communication of December 1st of the Embassy 
of the United States. 

M. Jean Herbette, Ambassador of the Republic at Moscow, hastened 
to remit this declaration on Tuesday, December 3, to M. Litvinoff, 
Affiistant Commissaire to the Foreign Affairs of the U. R. S. S., leaving 
with him at the same time a similar communication in the name of the 
French Government. 

The Soviet Government having sent to the Ambassador of the Re- 

S ublic a declaration in reply to the communications made to it, the 
tinistry for Foreign Affairs has the hoiior to send herewith to 
the Embassy of the United States the text, translated into French, 
of the Soviet reply to the American declaration.” 

The following is the text of the Soviet note: 

“Moscow, December 6 [^] , 1929. Reply of the Soviet Government to 
the American declaration. 

C(l)] The U. R. S. S. has practiced since the first day of its 
existence a policy of peace and, not following the exa.mple of the 
powere, it has not once had recourse to acts of war, uiiless one counts 
the necessary measures of defense calumniating \caLled] into action by 
a direct attack on the Union or by armed intervention of certain powers 

"Telegram in flve sections. 
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in its domestic affairs. It has constantly followed this policy of 
peace, and it has the intention to follow it, independently of the 
Treaty of Paris for the Renunciation of War. 

(2) The Government of Nanking, in the course of the last few 
years, turning aside from the methods which habitually serve [to] 
resolve, by diplomacy, the disputes which have arisen, has prac- 
ticed towards the U. R. S. S. [a] policy of provocation which con- 
sists of violating the usual international regulations and treaties, 
although these treaties had not been imposed on China by armed 
force or other compulsory measures, but had been concluded on the 
basis of full equality and good will, and although the Soviet Union, 
as is known, had spontaneously abandoned in these treaties [the] 
extraterritorial rights, consular jurisdiction and other privileges, the 
suppression of which the Chinese Government has vainly endeavored 
up to the present to obtain from the other powers. 

(3) The culminating point of this policy has been the seizure of 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, without any warning and without 
previous notification of any claim, in violation of the'exi sting agree- 
ments on the conjoint administration of the railway. 

(4) The Soviet Government considers that like conduct on the 
part of the Government of Nanking, if it had taken place vis-a-vis 
the United States of America, Great Britain or France, would 
have been considered by the Governments of these countries a 
sufficient pretext for invoking the reservations made when signing 
the Treaty of Paris for the Renunciation of War. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment has declared, in its time, that it did not recognize these 
reservations and that it had no intention of invoking them. 

(5) The Nanking Goveimment has not limited itself to the illegal 

seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway, but has mobilized along 
the Soviet-Manchurian frontier an army, of which certain units in 
accord with the Russian counter-revolutionary bands which it con- 
tains have executed systematic attacks against the U. R. S. S. pene- 
trating into Soviet territory, firing on units of the Red army and 
on the frontier villages, pillaging and violating the peaceful popula- 
tion and causing, by its acts, considerable loss of life and property. 
In spite of the rej)eated warnings given to the Nanking Govern- 
ment, by the intermediary of the German Government, these attacks 
have not ceased and they have rather multiplied and become 

more and more intense. These attacks have obliged the Soviet army 
of the Far East, in the interest of the defense and protection of 
the peaceful population of the frontier region, to take counter- 
measures. Thus the acts of the Red army have been caused by 
consideration [s] of legitimate defense, absolutely necessary, and do 
not constitute to any degree the violation of obligations, whatever 
they be, resulting from [the] Treaty of Paris ; this cannot be said 
of the armed forces which are on Chinese territory and in Chinese 
ports and which belong to powers which have today addressed iden- 
tical declarations to the Government of the Union. 

(6) The Government of the Union notes that the Government 
of the United States of America has forwarded its declaration at the 
moment when the Soviet and Mukden Governments had already 
come to an agreement on a series of terms and when direct pourpar- 

323423—43 — vol. Ii 3n 
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lera are taking place which o^ien up the possibility of a rapid settle- 
ment of the Sovict-Chinose conflict. 

By reason of this cireumstauce, t!»e demarche in question cannot 
fail to be considered as a pressure, which nothing justifies, on the 
pourparlers^ and consequently it can in no way bo considered as a 
friendly act. 

(7) The (lovennuent of the Union notes in addition that the 
Treaty of Paris for the Renunciation of War does not envisage, 
either by an individual state or by a group of states, the putting irit» 
effect of this pact. 

In any case, the Government of the Union has never stated that it 
agreed that the states (whichever they may be) in their own name, 
or by virtue of a mutual under.standing between themselves, should 
arrogate to themselves such a right. 

(8) The Government of the Union declares that the Soviet-Man- 
chunan conflict can only be .settled by way of direct pourparlers be- 
tween the Soviet Union and Qiina on the basis of terms which are 
known to China and which are already accepted by the Government 
of Mukden, and it cannot admit the intervention of anybody in these 
pourparlers or in the conflict. 

(9) In conclusion the Government of the Union cannot fail to 
express its astonishment that the Government of the United States, 
which, by its own will, does not entertain any official relations with 
the Government of tlie Soviet Union, should find it possible to address 
to [the] latter advice and i-ecommendations.” 

Abmoub 


861,77 Chlnoso Ka8t<»rzi/023 : T<»U‘grain 

2'he Charge in Japan {Neville) to the Secretary of State 

[Para phrase] 

Tokyo, December 7, 1029 — 11 a. m. 

I Received December 7 — 6 : 37 a. m.] 
118. Department’s 124, DeceinlH»r 5, 5 p. m. It is not my belief that 
our action will be attributed by the Japanese to a desire to intrude 
respecting Manchurian affairs, nor is this indicated by press com- 
ment. In responsible quarters I have not heard anything to that 
effect. I have been asked by the Ja|>anese Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs to assure you that lie understands your disinterested motives 
and that his unwillingness t o take part in formal representations arises 
not because of disagreement with their purpose, but from his feeling 
that, after he had been informally and confidentially talking over the 
question with both parties and since he knew China and Russia were 
about to open direct negotiations, he could not press suddenly for 
formal action. 


Neviixe 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/619 : Telegram 

The Charge in DenmarTc {Paddock) to the Secretary of State 

CoPEiratAGEN, December 7, 192& — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 7 — 8 : 10 a. m.] 
30. Your circular telegram dated December 5, 4 p. m.®* Danidb. 
Government expresses sympathy with initiative taken by principal 
powers wnth respect to Pact of Paris, but considers it must postpone 
definite decision as to participation in view of developments since 
date of Department’s circular of December 1, 4 p. m. Foreign Min- 
ister informs me this decision in accord with attitude of other Scan- 
dinavian countries. Danish press in general questions efficacy of 
the pact. 

PAnnocK 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/629 : Telegrram 

The Minister in the Irish Free State (^Sterling) to the Secretary of 

State 

Dublin, December 7, 192^ — 11 a. m. 
[Received December 7 — 9 a. m.] 
15. Department’s circular December 5, 4 p. m.®® Your instruction 
December 1, 4 p. m., was carried out promptly with the Foreign Office 
in the absence of the Minister for External Affairs in London. No 
action was taken in his absence. I saw him yesterday on his return 
and he stated that in view of the Soviet’s reply he doubted that Free 
State support would now serve any useful purpose. He would, how- 
ever, take it up with the Cabinet next Tuesday.®® 

There has been no press comment. 

Stermng 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/711 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretcff^y of State 

No. 10066 Paris, December 7, 1929. 

[Received December 20.] 
Sir: With reference to the action taken by our Government in 
regard to the Russo-Chinese situation, I have the honor to confirm 
my telegram No. 551, December 7, 11 a. m.®® and to transmit here- 
with a copy and translation of a note dated November [Decerriber'l 6, 
1929, from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.®® It will be noted there- 


Not printed. 
December 10, 1929. 
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from thut, having no niinistor in Afgliunistan, thr Fomgn Office has 
instructed hf. Haekin. head of the Frendi Archaeological Mission in 
Afghanistan, cliurged unofiicially in the absence of a minister with 
French interests at KabnK to inform the Afglnin Government that 
the Foreign Otliee has reeeive«l the text of the statement of our Gov- 
ernment which is being forwardetl to liiin by mail ami that he should 
bring it verbally to tlie attention of the Afghan Government when 
received. 

I have [etc.] Nokman Abmotje 


861*77 

The Minhiee in Cosfa to the Secretffr^^ of State 

San Jobh, 7, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 4 : 30 p, m.] 

75. Depart nuMit’s (»iivular t<»U‘^rani of December 3 [/], 4 p. m. 
The Minister for Foreign AITuirs has orally informed me that the 
Co*sta Rican CSovcrnment yesterday instructed its Mini.ster at Paris 
to communicate its vi<»w.s to <lipIomatic representativi^s of China and 
Russia along lines similar to tho*se expre.ssed by the Government of 
the United States. 

Sinc(» the Costa Rican Government does not maintain a diplomatic 
mission in Cliina and luis not previously made any ge.sture toward 
establishing dipl<mi!iti<* r«*lntions with Russia (see the Legation’s des- 
patch No. 12i(>, May in, 1928*'“) the ('osta Rican Mini.ster at Paris 
was instru<‘te(l to follow tlic mode of procedure adopted by other na- 
tions in a similar position, act ing jointly with such nations in making 
rcpivscntations to diplomat i(‘ representatives of China and Russia or 
acting independently. 

Davis 


SU1.77 H;ist4'rn.'6.'?rt ; T«*lpj;ram 

The Chargr ht Yutjo,^htria {Geargi ) to the Secreta7"y of State 

Beixjrauk, December 7, 1929 — noon. 

[Received 6 : 30 p. m.] 

23. Department’s circular of December 1, 4 p. ni. I am orally in- 
formed by Foreign Oliice, Yugoslav Minister at Washington tele- 
graphically instructed to accomplish full adlierence to proposals re- 
garding Manchuria and that declaration will be published in Belgrade. 

Geokgb 


printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/766 

The Minister in Finland {Pearson) to the Becretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 1530 Helsingfors, December 7, 1929. 

[Eeceived December 31.] 
Sir : Eef erring to the Department’s telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. 
I have the honor to report that I called at the Foreign Office on 
December 4th and had a conversation with Mr. Procope, the Foreign 
Minister, stating in substance the facts set forth in the Department’s 
telegram. The Foreign Minister expressed great interest in the act 
and suggestions of Washington. - He said he would talk the matter 
over with other Government officials and would then like to see me 
again if possible the next day. On the fifth I met Mr. Procope again 
at five o’clock in the Foreign Office. We talked for an hour or more 
about the situation in the Far East and about Finland’s relations 
with Russia. Mr. Procope made a special effort during this conversa- 
tion to impress upon me that Finland is very happy over the fact that 
Washington called the attention of Russia and China to the Pact of 
Paris. ... 

He added, ‘T have written an Aide Memoirs which I wish you 
would transmit to Washington. In this I have set forth my Govern- 
ment’s earnest approval of the act and suggestions of your Gov- 
ernment.” A copy of the Aide Memoire is enclosed herewith, without 
change, as written in English by the Foreign Minister.®® 

I have [etc.] Alfred J. Pearson 


[Enclosure] 

The Finnish Minister for Foreign Affairs {Procope) to the American 

Minister {Pearson) 

An>E Memoire 

The Finnish Minister for Foreign Affairs has the honor to thank 
Mr. Pearson, the American Minister, most sincerely for the statement 
made by him on December 4th on behalf of the Government of the 
United States. Monsieur Procope has received the statement made 
with the greatest interest and has communicated the contents of the 
same to some other menabers of his Government. We are of the 
opinion that the maintenance of peace and the settlement by pacific 
means of all international disputes or conflicts are of common interest 
to all the civilized powers and quite specially to the States signatory 
to the Paris Treaty for the Renunciation of War. In the case of a 

A brief report was made in telegram No. 31, December 8, 1929 (861.77 Chinese 
Eastera/63e). 
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conflict those of these States not involved are due to pay all attention 
to this interest, at the same time, taking into consideration the char- 
acter of the special case as well as its own position and international 
engagements. 

In view of these considerations the Finnish Government pays its 
earnest tribute to the noble efforts of the Government of the United 
States to uphold the efficacy and scrupulous observation of the Kellogg 
Treaty, which are so important to all Powers. In this view the 
Finnish Government which from the beginning has followed with 
close attention the development of the dispute between China and the 
Union of the Socialist Sovietic Republics, will give due consideration 
to the statement made on behalf of the United States Government. 

Helsinki, December 5, 1929. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/637 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretaa^y of State 

Peiping, December 8, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received December 8 — 12 : 10 p. m.®^] 

1109. Legation’s 1098, December 7, noon \Deoeml}er 6^ p. 

1. Following from Tass Agency, Moscow, December 6th : 

“The following exchange of telegrams has taken place between 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang and the Acting People’s Commissar of 
Foreign Affairs of the U. S. S. R., Mr. Litvinov : 

Chang Hsueh-liang’s telegram received by the Foi*eign Commissariat 
and [m] the Chinese language states : 

*We have received the telegram of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs 
of November 27.®* Since the most important part subject to discussion on point 2 
has been agreed upon by representatives of both sides sent to Nikolsk-Ussurisk, 
I hereby specially express my full agreement with the rules [deoiaionsfi of the 
conference. 

In addition, I am immediately seeking the Diplomatic Commissioner, 

Mr. Tsai Tun-sheng, with official written credentials, to discuss all questions with 
the representative of the U. S. S. R., Mr. Simanovsky, in accordance with our 
telephonic itelegrap'hic’\ correspondence and the results of the conference. I am 
specially advising you of this by telegraph.’ 

Mr. Litvinov wired the following reply today : 

‘The Foreign Commissariat acknowledges the receipt of your telegram of 
December 5 and begs to advise you that the Foreign Commissariat’s Agent at 
Habarovsk, Mr. Simanovsky, has been directed to meet Mr. Tsai Yun-sheng.’ ” 

2. Following from Reuter, Mukden, December 7th: 

“Lu Yung-huan, president of the Chinese Eastern Railway, has 
sent in his representation [resignation~\ to the Mukden authorities.” 


•^Telegram in three sections, 

“* Not printed. 

®* See telegram No. 1054, November 29, from the Charge in China, p. 362. 
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3. Following from Reuter, Nanking, December 7tli : 

^^Report that the National Government has approved the Sino- 
Soviet protocol is officially confirmed. The Government had ap- 

S ointed Tsai Yun-sheng as plenipotentiary delegate for the formal 
ino-Soviet negotiations.” 


Perkxns 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/642 : Telegram 

The Minister in Siam {Mackenzie) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Bangkok, December 9, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received December 9 — 10 : 20 a. m.] 
31. Department’s circular of December 5, 4 p. m.®^ The Siamese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs states that his Government is in com- 
plete sympathy with the American action in calling the attention of 
China and Russia to the obligations of the Pact of Paris, but he will 
not make any further statement until the King, who is at the winter 
palace in the country now, has instructed him. A public statement 
is, therefore, not decided upon. The local press is noncommittal. 

Mackenzie 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/66(> : Telegram 

The Charge in Sweden (Crocker) to the Secretary of State 

Stockholm, December 10, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 10 — ^9:10 a. m.] 
42. Department’s circulars December 1, 4 p. m., and December 5, 4 
p. m. ; my 41, December 6, 4 p. m. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday that in 
view of the present direct negotiations between China and Russia 
he feels action by the Swedish Government would serve no useful 
purpose. 

Crocker 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/800 , : 

The Yugoslav Minister (Pitamic) to the Secretary of State 

Aide Memoire 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I have received 
instructions from my Government to inform the Government of the 
United States, that the Kingdom of Jugoslavia, as one of the coun- 

•’Not printed. 

“Latter not printed. 
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tries which signed the Kellogg Pact, associates itself with the inter- 
vention of the United States Government, made with a view of 
stopping the hostilities between the Soviet and Chinese Governments 
and bringing about a peaceful settlement of the conflict. 

My Government, in view of the fact that it is not in diplomatic 
relations with either the Soviet or the Chinese Governments, begs 
the United States Government to take steps to make a declaration in 
the aforesaid sense on its behalf, to these Governments. 

Washington, December 10, 1929. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/668 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (JPerhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 10, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received December 11 — 9 : 45 p. m.] 
1120. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“December 9, 5 p. m. Chinese officials connected with the railway 
dejected. It would appear that the Chinese authorities in general 
are willing to grant any Soviet demands in order to restore normal 
conditions in North Manchuria. It is reported that a Soviet 
armored train has come as far east as station Charomte \Chalcmiute'\ 
and the {thatfl Red Mongol cavalry detachments are moving about 
near Hailar Station. There is some uneasiness in regard to how suc- 
cessful the authorities will be in sending south superfluous troops 
including enormous number out of hand, many of whom will become 
brigands, and in regard to taking care of the thousands of penniless 
Russian and Chinese refugees who are moving down the railway 
line and into Harbin,” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/654 : Telegram 

The Charge in Pola7id {Cable) to the Secretary of State 

Warsaw, December 10, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 10 — 2 : 10 p. m.] 
85. Department’s circular and my telegi*am No. 84, December 4, 
5 p. m. I inquired informally of Mr. Lipski, Chief of the Western 
Division of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, what collaborative ac- 
tion, if any, Poland might be expected to take with regard to the 
Soviet-Chinese entanglement. He stated that in view of the negotia- 
tions reported as taking place between the belligerent countries and 
the many difficulties existing between Poland and the Soviets, no 
useful purpose would be served in addressing notes to Russia and 
China. A telegram, he stated, would shortly be sent to the Polish 
Legation at Washington which would embody the above. The 
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French Ambassador subsequently informed me that although he knew 
that the Polish Government had every desire to cooperate, it did not 
feel the present an opportune moment. 

So far, strictly limited and unimportant press comment. 

Cable 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/663 : Telegram 

The Minister in GzechoslovaJcia {Einstein) to the Secretary of State 

Pbagtje, December 10, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Eeceived December 10 — 12 : 23 p. m.] 
59. Your circular telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs informs me that yesterday Dr. Benes sent a telegram 
to Shanghai and today he addresses a note to the Soviet representa- 
tive at Prague to say that Czechoslovak Government adheres to 
American point of view.®® 

Einsteik 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/655 : Telegram 

T7ie Charge m Switzerland {Moffat) to the Secretary of State 

Berne, December 10, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 7:07 p. m.] 

118. Department’s circular December 5, 4 p. m.^ Federal Coimcil 
at recent meeting decided that in view of Switzerland’s lack of rela- 
tions with Russia and in view of its traditional policy of neutrality 
and nonintervention it could not make official representations to the 
Government [s] of Russia and China even though it fully concurred 
in the aims of the American Government in calling attention to the 
obligation assumed under the Pact of Paris. Mr. Motta drafted a 
communi<ju4 based on the discussion without \_withf^ the Federal 
Council reading as follows: 

“The American Charge d’ Affaires has officially informed the Fed- 
eral Council of the contents of the note which the American Gov- 
ernment addressed to the Chinese Government and delivered to the 
Government of Soviet Russia as a result of recent events in Man- 
churia and inquired whether the Federal Government might find it 
possible to participate in some manner in this action which the 
American Government was taking by virtue of the Pact for the 
Renunciation of War. 

Inasmuch as it has no diplomatic relations with Russia and in view 
of Switzerland’s special position, the Federal Council has not judged 


“The Czechoslovak r«gatlon confirmed this action on Deeemher 11 (861.77 
Chinese E!astern/732). 

*Not printed. 
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it possible to make diplomatic representations in the strict sense of 
the word to the Governments of China and Soviet Russia. None the 
less in the conviction that it is voicing iDublic opinion throughout 
Switzerland, the Federal Council joins in the hope that these two 
Govex'nments which signed a treaty which solemnly proscribes re- 
course to war for the settlement of international conflicts will strive 
for a pacific solution of the dispute which has arisen between them.” 

[Paraphrase.] Desiring to be helpful, Mr. Motta has indicated his 
willingness to be guided by your preference in regard to whether 
this commTinique be issued or be regarded as an oral response to my 
oral representations last week. I request urgently your instructions. 
[End paraphrase.] 

Moffat 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/659 : Telegram 

The Amhassador in Turkey {Grew) to the Secretary of Stcde 

Angora, December 10, 1929 — 11 p. m. 

[Received December 11 — 9 a. m.^] 

18. Department’s circular of December 1, 4 p. m. Following is 
translation of statement concerning Russo-Chinese dispute and the 
Pact of Paris which the Minister for Foreign Affairs sent me tonight. 
He proposes to give it to the press tomorrow, December 11, and au- 
thorizes its immediate release to the press in the United States if you 
so desire. 

“The Government of the United States of America, which took the 
initiative in extending the Pact of Paris to all countries, has informed 
Turkey, as a signatory of this pact, that by reason of the acute situa- 
tion of the Sino-Soviet controversy and following consultation with 
five unspecified states, it delivered, through the instrumentality of the 
French Ambassador at Moscow, a note to the Soviet Government ex- 
pressing its hope and belief that the latter would not neglect its obliga- 
tions under the said pact in relation to the renunciation of recourse to 
war as an instrument of national policy. The Washington Govern- 
ment adds that at the same time it delivered an identic note to the 
Chinese Government and that notes of like tenor have been addressed 
by other states signatory to the Pact of Paris to the two interested 
parties. By the same communication, it invited Turkey publicly to 
express its opinion on this subject. 

His Excellency, the Ambassador of the United States of America, 
who communicated the foregoing orally to me, has been requested by 
me to transmit to his Government the thanks of the Government of 
the Republic therefor. 

While recalling that Turkey, which unreservedly adhered to the 
Pact of Paris — ^known as the Kellogg Pact — was also one of the first 
to ratify it and that, with the U. S. S. R., it is likewise one of the states 
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signatory to the Litvinoff pact ® which gave immediate effect to the 
Pact of Paris in Eastern Europe, I explained the particular position 
of Turkey in this matter : 

As a neighbor and friend of Soviet Bussia, Turkey from the begin- 
ning has closely followed the Sino-Soviet controversy^ in respect of 
the different phases of which Moscow has kept it informed. Turkey 
knew that Soviet Bussia, loyal to the principles of the Pact of Paris 
and to the oriental policjr which it is following in complete harmony 
with the spirit of the universal peace policy, had from the first pro- 
posed direct negotiations to the Chinese Government and in the course 
of this dispute had had no thought whatever of war. 

According to the most recent information which we have received, 
direct negotiations between the Soviet Government and that of Mukden 
for the peaceful settlement of this controversy, which concerns the 
entire world, have begun. 

Turkey has greeted this news with satisfaction, and I myself hope 
that the negotiations will provide for a successful conclusion, since 
the settlement of this dispute between the interested parties is wholly 
in accord with the general policy of peace as well as with their own 
interest. Moreover, we have learned through the press that the 
Chinese Government has likewise shown its peaceful intentions and 
has consented to enter into negotiations with the Soviet Government. 

At the same time, I desire to emphasize that we have followed with 
real sympathy, as ever^^where, the national movement in China and 
have always desired the maintenance of good relations between these 
two great neighboring countries. 

In conclusion, I again express my conviction that the Pact of Paris 
is the most important work which has been accomplished in our time 
in the interest of peace.” 

[Paraphrase.] The obviously biased, and in my view, unsatisfac- 
tory nature of this Turkish statement clearly is owing to the Foreign 
Minister’s leanings toward Bussia, perhaps based more on vi'va than 
love, and probably is influenced also by the forthcoming visit of 
the Soviet Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Karakhan, to 
Angora. [End paraphrase.] 

Grew 


861.77 Chinese Eastern /663 : Telecram 

The Ghwrge in Spain {Whitehouee) to the Secretary of State 

Madrid, December 11, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Beceived December 11 — 11 : 43 a. m.] 
72. Your circular December 1, 4 p. m. Palacios sent for me this 
morning and told me that the Spanish Government had been quite 
prepared to follow your course of action until the Soviet reply to your 

*This protocol was signed at Moscow, February 9, 1929, by Estonia, Latvia, 
Poland, Rumania, and the U. S. S. R. ; Eeague of Nations Treaty Series, vol. 
xx xxix , p. 369. Turkey’s accession thereto took place on April 1, 1929; British 
and Foreign State Papers, vol. cxxz, p. 631. 
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communication was published. This convinced the Spanish Govern- 
ment that any communication to the Soviets, no matter how indirectly, 
would not only do no good but might do harm. As a communication 
could not be made only to the Chinese Government, it seemed wiser 
in the interest of peace merely to observe events. In case the situa- 
tion should again become complicated the matter will be reexamined 
in view of the then existing circumstances. Palacios said that he 
thought the recent events in China while bad for China probably 
would be helpful for the settlement of the Soviet-Chinese dispute. 

Whitehousb 


861,77 Chinese Eastern/665 : Telegram 

The Charge in Chile {Lay) to the Secretary of State 

Santiago, December 11, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 2 p. m.] 

172. Referring to Department’s telegram of December 1, 4 p. m., 
last paragraph. Minister of Foreign Affairs handed me this morning 
the following statement: 

[Translation] 

^‘The Government of Chile, informed of the invitation of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America to the Governments of China 
and Russia to consider the stipulations of ai'ticle 2 of the Treaty for 
the Outlawry of War in the settlement of their difl&culties in Northern 
Manchuria, expresses to the United States the greatest interest in this 
pacific action and, as an adherent to the said treaty, hopes that any 
conflict of that kind may be satisfactorily settled in the spirit of that 
pact.” 

This has also been given to the press and to the Chinese Charge 
d’Affaires in Santiago. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has decided not to send to China 
a statement similar to the American one to China as he intended, as 
reported in my telegram number 170 of December 6, 3 p. in. 

Lav 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/667 : Telegram 

The Charge in Bulgaria {K adding) to the Secretary of State 

Sofia, December 11, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 5 : 15 p. m.] 

19. Department’s December 1, 4 p. m. After approval of Council of 
Ministers the Bulgarian Government yesterday instructed its repre- 
sentative in Paris to inform the Russian Embassy and the Chinese 
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Legation that it entirely associates itself with the views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the other protesting powers concerning 
the situation in Manchuria. 

Koddikg 


861.77 Chinese Eastern /708 

Memora'rbd'mri hy the Assistcmt Secretary of State {Oastle) of a Con- 
'uersation With the Netherlands Minister {Van Royen) on Decern^ 
her 10,1929 

[Washington,] December 12, 1929. 
The Dutch Minister came to see me to ask about the demarche we 
made concerning the Manchurian situation. He said that he felt it 
was the best thing that could possibly have happened with regard to 
the Kellogg Pact, inasmuch as it proved the reliability of the Pact. He 
said, of course, the main thing was to show that it is possible to mobilize 
public opinion in favor of peace and that he felt Mr. Stimson’s note 
had done exactly this thing. 

W. P. C[ASTIiE, Jr.] 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/669 : Telegram 

The Minister in the Irish Free State {Sterling) to the Secretary of 

State 

Dublin, December 12, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received December 12 — 11 a. m.] 
16. In continuation of my 15, December 7, 11 a. m. It was decided 
in the Executive Council yesterday that the Free State, while entirely 
sympathetic with the United States suggestion, would send no com- 
munication to the Chinese and Soviet Governments, since, in view 
of Soviet reply, such representations would serve no useful purpose. 
I gather that this decision is largely influenced by the fact that when 
the British Foreign Office in negotiating with the Soviet for the 
resumption of diplomatic relations desired to include Dominion 
recognition with that of Great Britain, and the Free State and pre- 
sumably other Dominions objected to this procedure, the Soviet 
[apparent omission] sided with the Dominion point of view in insist- 
ing on separate negotiations. Moreover it is most probable that 
after the Anglo-Soviet treaty ^ is ratified, the Free State will recog- 
nize Russia, all of which creates a somewhat delicate situation in the 
eyes of the Government here. 

Sterling 

* For exchange of notes signed at London, December 20 and 21, 1929, see League 
of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xcix, p. 61. For temporary commercial agreement 
signed at London, April 16, 1930, see ibtd., vol. ci, p. 409. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/673 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 12, 1929 — noon. 

[Received December 13 — 11 : 05 a.m.®] 

1129. My 1120, December 10, 2 p. m. Following from American 
Consul, Harbin : 

1. “December 11, noon* Tsai and Di left yesterday afternoon di- 
rect for Habarovsk on special train which will open up communi- 
cations at least temporarily with the Ussuri Railway on which it is 
expected Soviet railway officials will come to Harbin within a few 
days. General Wan Fu-lin telegraphically stated that he could 
guarantee protection to a consular corps commission on a proposed 
special train only as far as to Yakeshi where Chinese vanguard sta- 
tioned and where Chinese forces have taken up position against the 
Russians. It is safe to assume that practically the whole region of 
Barga, west of Yakeshi,^*' is no longer under Chinese control. Refu- 
gees who have arrived from the vicinity of Manchuria Station and 
Hailar report that Mongol and other Red military detachments are 
patrolling that vicinity and that members of the G. P. U. or Soviet 
State military [police?] have made arrests of Russians suspected by 
them of haying carried on White propaganda principally at Man- 
churia Station and Chalainor.” 

2. “December 11, 4 p. m. Tsai and Li have been detained at 
Pogranichnaya owing to some obstruction in tunnel near that place.” 

! ; ' Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/670 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Aiustria (WasJiburn) to the Secretary of State 

Vienna, December 12, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 5 : 22 p. m.] 

44. My telegram No. 42, December 6, 4 j). m. The following is text 
of memorandum this day received : 

“The Federal Government has followed with great interest and 
full sympathy the steps taken by the Government of the United States 
in its efforts to settle the present conflict between the Union of Social- 
ist Soviet Republics and China by the methods i^rescribed in the 
anti-war pact accepted by both parties to the dispute. 

If in the course of these endeavors the Government of the United 
States, jointly with a few other goveiniments, recently undertook a 
demarche in Moscow and Nanking in order to remind both parties to 
the dispute of the duties arising from the above-mentioned pact, the 
Federal Government is fully convinced that the motive of these steps 


® Telegram in two sections. 
The same as Yakoshih. 
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was to take all measures to the end that in this first great international 
conflict since the coming into force of the Pact of Paris the high ideals 
of the pact should fibnd their practical application and thus the prestige 
of the pact and thereby also its political efficacy in the service of the 
world peace be assured and intensified.” 

Should the Department desire to give publicity to the contents of 
this memorandum the Austrian Government has no objection. 

Washbtjbn 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/672 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

PEEPnsro, December 12, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived December 13 — 9 : 35 a. m.] 
1136. Following from the American Consul at Nanking: 

“December 11, 11 a. m. C. T. Wang told Jacobs^ last night that 
press reports of the settlement of Chinese Eastern Railway con- 
troversy are correct, with the addition that Chinese and Russian 
Governments have agreed that the person who was formerly Russian 
general manager is not to be reinstated.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/677 

Memorandmn iy the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] December 12, 1929. 

The Polish Minister brought me a message from his Foreign 
Minister in regard to the Russian— Chinese message ; that he did not 
get my message until several days after the announcement of the 
settlement of the Russian-Chinese difficulty and thought that there- 
fore it would be unwise now to convey it, but that he wanted to tell 
me how much they agreed with our sending of the message and how 
much good they thought that it would accomplish and he spoke very 
frankly about the character of the Russian reply and how it would 
damage the aspirations of Russia in connection with this country. 

He felicitated me on the fact that he thought this had produced 
great beneficial effect towards the purpose of the Kellogg Pact and 
told me that Poland would be ready to act accordingly on any other 
occasion. 

•J. B. Jacobs, Consul at Shanghai and a delegate at Nanldng In the negotia- 
tions concerning the Shanghai Provisional Court. 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/671 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Czechoslovakia {Einstein) to the Secretary of State 

Prague, December 13, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received December 13 — 8 : 09 a. m.] 
60. Rumanian Minister for Foreign Affairs, now in Prague, told 
me last night that the Polish Government had just requested hinn to 
delay Rumanian representations to the Soviet and Chinese for con- 
certed action with Poland and the Baltic States. Both Rumanian 
and Czechoslovak Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their opin- 
ion to me that Poland as a neighbor of Russia felt reluctant to irritate 
the Bolsheviks. The Rumanian Minister told me that he had advised 
Warsaw that he feared the request came too late; he had already 
sent instructions from Paiis to Bucharest to associate action with 
ours but he would ti*y to recall these if possible. 

Einstein 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/678 : Telegram 

The Minister in Portugal {Bearing) to the Secretary of State 

Lisbon, December 13, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 4 : 10 p. m.] 

44. My telegram No. 43, December 6, 3 p. m. When I requested yes- 
terday, for forwarding to Department, copies of Portuguese Govern- 
ment statements to Russia and China, I was asked to call at Foreign 
Office and was informed by Director General, in the absence of Foreign 
Minister, that there had been a delay and that while Portugal was 
in accord with us in the original situation it feels that situation has 
now changed and that in view of the direct negotiations between 
Russia and China, Foreign Minister feels opportunity to act seems to 
have passed and debates the wisdom of now sending a statement. He 
also feels that as our Government’s objective seems to have been 
achieved by the representation of the great powers that have already 
acted, a statement from Portugal would not add to their effectiveness. 
I was assured that I have not misunderstood or misinterpreted the 
Minister and that a note to this effect, and explaining his present state 
of mind, would be given me to send to the Department.’ . . . 

Dbaeing 


’ Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/679 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Switzerland {Moffat) 

Washingtok, December 13, 1929 — 5 p. m. 
143. Your 118, December 10, 6 p. m., last two paragraphs. I appre- 
ciate Mr. Motta^s desire to be helpful and would be gratified if he 
would make public a communique.® 

SxiMSoisr 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/682 : Telegram 

The Arribassador in ItdJ/y {Garrett) to the Secretary of State 

Rome, December 14, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received 1 : 20 p. m.] 

99. The Albanian Minister handed me the following note this morn- 
ing with the request that it be telegraphed to you : 

[Translation] 

“On instructions from its Government, the Royal Legation of Al- 
bania has the honor to appeal to the kind offices of the Honorable 
Embassy of the United States earnest^ requesting it to be so good as 
to forward to the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics, as well as to that of Nanking, the following communication : ® 

The Royal Government of Albania has followed with the greatest uneasiness 
the turn which Russo-Chinese relations recently took as a result of the situation 
created by engagements between the troops of the two powers in question. 

The Royal Government of Albania, having the reign of peace in the world at 
heart, begs to associate itself with the Government of the United States in order 
to express the firm hope that the Governments of Moscow and Nanking will, by 
common accord, in conformity with the stipulations of the Peace Pact, find a 
formula capable of pacifically and definitely settling the differences which 
separate them.” 


Gakbett 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/681 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Norway {Swenson) to the Secretary of State 

Oslo, December 14, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received December 14 — 11 : 30 a. m.] 
21. Department’s circular of December 5, 4 p. m.^® After conferring 
with Foreign Offices of the other Scandinavian countries, the Nor- 

* Publication was set for December 16, 1929 (861.77 Chinese Eastern/680) . 

® The Albanian Minister for Foreign Affairs in note No. 3409/IV, December 12, 
1929, informed the Charg4 in Albania regarding this communication (861.77 
Chinese Eastern/777). 

*^®Not printed. 
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wegian Government feels that in view of agreement entered into be- 
tween Soviet and Chinese Governments the suggested representations 
would seem inopportune. 

Swenson 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/697 : Telegram 

King Tonfari MaJconnen of Ethiopia to President Hoover 

Addis Ababa, December 14, 1929. 

We concur in and adhere to the message which you have addressed 
to the Russian and Chinese Governments asking them to use the pro- 
visions of the Kellogg Peace Pact for the solution and settlement of 
their present difficulties. We are willing that you communicate our 
message to the Russian and Chinese Government [s]. 

King Tafari Makonnen 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/684 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 15, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received December 15 — 10 : 40 a. m.] 
1151. My 1129, December 12, noon. Following fromj American 
Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘December 13, 5 p. m. Mo Te-hui, reported appointed Chinese 
chief delegate to coming Chinese-Soviet conference, arrived Harbin 
yesterday. Special car carrying American Vice Consul Lilliestrom, 
Japanese Vice Consul, representatives British, French and Italian 
Consulates, American journalists Wright and Smith, three Japanese 
journalists, one Japanese from the Military Mission and representa- 
tives South Manchuria Railway, left Harbin this afternoon attached 
to regular train in an endeavor to go west as far as possible to ascer- 
tain welfare of Hailar non-Russian foreigners. It appears that 
Wan Fu-lin favors this trip but that General Hu Yu-kun, commanding 
at Buketu, does not. Tsai and Li have undoubtedly met Soviet 
delegates today.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/695 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (JPerhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 17, 1929 — noon. 
[Received December 17 — 10:40 a. m.] 
1159. My 1161, December 15, 11 p. m. [noonj. Follo'wing from 
American Consul, Harbin*: 

“December 16, 1 p. m. Vice Consul Lilliestrom and other consular 
representat ives have arrived Mientuho beyond which place Chinese 

“ Received in the Department of State on December 17, from the White House. 
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authorities have no control. They are attempting to proceed farther. 
Kailway between Yakeshi and Manchuria Station apparently in 
good order under Mongol or Soviet control. Situation Manchuria 
Station quiet; practically no damage on account of fi ghting there, 
but Chinese forces looted until stopped by Soviet forces. Peace nego- 
tiations appear to be progressing favorably.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/706 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Searetojry of State 

Peeping, December 18, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 05 p. m.] 

1160. My 1159, December 17, noon. Following from American 
Consul, Harbin : 

“December 17, 11 a. m. Railway Administration has refused ofS.- 
cially to take responsibility of dispatching international car farther 
west than Mientuho because it has not a single employee beyond that 
place and has no information regarding condition of track. This is 
a strong indication that Barga is no longer under Chinese control.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/701 : Telegram 

The Charge in Persia {Williamson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, December 18, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 18 — 10:15 a. m.] 

55. Department’s circular December 1, 4 p. m. The Persian Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs stated to me today that, Persia having no 
formal relations with China, a Persian note to Russia regarding Sino- 
Russian relations would be unfriendly interference, from the Rus- 
sian interpretation. Therefore, he deeply regretted Persia’s inability, 
while anxious for universal peace, to join the protest by the powers. 

Turkey’s refusal is believed to have influenced directly the decision 
by Persia, and Russian pressure is believed to have been brought to 
bear upon the Persian Government. 


Williamson 
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861.77 Chinese Bastern/703 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (PerTeins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 18, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received December 19 — 8 : 40 a. m,] 
1166. Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

“December 17, 6 p. m. According to press reports, gist of tiie 
agreement signed at Habarovsk is as follows: ‘Formal conference to 
open within a month on the basis of 1924 agreements and conclude 
its work within six months. Status quo ante to be restored and 
railway operated on the basis of equality as commercial enterprise. 
Personnel changes already reported agreed upon. Each side agrees 
to undertake within its territory no action inimical to other. Prison- 
ers to be released by both sides. Mukden agrees to abstain from 
oppression of Soviet organizations and citizens. Troops to be with- 
drawn by both sides. Consuls and commercial institutions to be 
restored. Joint commission to investigate direct and indirect loss of 
property suffered by both sides during the conflict with a view to 
settlement. This agreement subject to ratification.’ ” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/707 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 18, 1929 — 7 p.m. 

[Received December 18 — ^2 p.m.] 
1167. My 1160, December 18, 11 a. ra. Following from American 
Consul, Harbin: 

“December 18, 11 a.m. International car has been ordered to return 
to Buketu by the Chinese military command. It appears that Red 
Mongol detaclmient started an encircling movement which forced 
Chinese military to withdraw on tlie [railway?] to Mientuho, possibly 
to Buketu.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Bastern/704 : Telegram 

The Minister in Latvia {Coleman) to the Secretary of State 

Riga, December 19, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received December 19 — 11 : 10 a. m,] 
101. Latvian Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me today that 
while Latvian Government highly appreciates the initiative of the 
United States Government, it feels that since China and Russia are 


Accredited also to Estonia and Lfithuania, 
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now engaged in direct negotiations, any commtinication on its part 
would be inopportune. 

American Consuls at Tallinn and Kovno report that they have re- 
ceived oral assurances that replies from the Estonian and Lithuanian 
Governments will be forthcoming very shortly. 

CoiiEMAlT 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/716 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Pevhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 20, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Eeceived December 21 — ^ : 05 a. m.] 

1171. My 1167, DecMnber 18, 7 p. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“December 19, 4 p. m. American, British, Japanese consular party 
now at Buketu but anxious to proceed by any means now [to ?] Yakeshi 
where a motor car for the trip to Hailar can be procured. Chinese 
military command, although able to run trains to Yakeshi, is putting 
obstacles in the way, evidently because it is feared that party wiB 
see results of systematic looting done by Chinese oflBicers and soldiers 
who are shipping loot by the carload. Local consular corps has re- 

S uested Mukden consular corps to ask Marshal Chang to give orders 
hat party be permitted to proceed. 

Tsai has telegraphed that date of his return to Harbin uncertain.” 

Peekins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/718 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 21, 1929 — 10 p. m. 

[Keceived December 22 — 2 : 40 a. m.] 

1179. My 1171, December 20, 11 a. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

“December 21, 1 p. m. It is expected that the international party 
will return to Harbin tomorrow. Chinese military command at 
Buketu has refused to let them proceed. 

Tsai’s return still uncertain. It appears that Kudiando \Rvdy 
md Denisov will be new Soviet general and assistant manager [s] 
of railway and that there is some hitch in negotiations possibly on 
account of the alleged occupation of Barga by Red forces.” 


Peekins 
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861.77 Chinese Has tern/724 : Telegram 

The Minister in Tatvia {Colemcm) to the Secretary of State 

Riga, December 23, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 2 : 15 p. m.] 

104. Department’s circular telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. I have 
today received the following aide-memoire^ dated December 20, from 
the Estonian Ministry of Foreign Ajffairs: 

“The Estonian Government has given the most careful consideration 
to the conditions now prevailing in Manchuria and to the issues over 
which the [Union of] Socialist Soviet Republics and China are at 
present in controversy. 

Cooperating with all its energies in every action directed towards 
the consolidation of peace, the Estonian Government warmly wel- 
comes the statement communicated by the Government of the United 
States to China and the Socialist Soviet Republics in order to call the 
attention of the two powers in controversy to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War. 

The Estonian Government greatly appreciates the procedure 
adopted by the Government of the United States to uphold the prin- 
ciple of peaceful settlement of international disputes; it has the ut- 
most confidence in the results of such procedure and is convinced that 
it cannot but be received with gratitude by the signatories of the 
Kellogg Pact. 

In the meantime, however, the Governments of the Union of Social- 
ist Soviet Republics and China have entered upon negotiations for a 
peaceful settlement of the conflict that now seems to come to an end 
by means which are in harmony with the provisions of the Pact of 
Paris. 

Considering the changed situation the Estonian Government has 
come to the conclusion that, the results which it seeks in common with 
the United States in the application of the principles established in 
the Pact of Paris having been achieved, there may be no advantage in 
issuing at the present moment by the Estonian Government on its part 
a statement similar to that communicated by the Government of the 
United States to the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics and China.” 

Coleman 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/823 

State'fTient hy the Soviet G onymissariat for Foreign Affairs 

[Translation] 

On December 22nd, at 7.30 in the morning according to Moscow 
time, the following Protocol was signed at Habarovsk by the Agent 


printed in the Moscow Izvestia, No. 303, December 23, 
1929 ; copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in Latvia in his 
despatch No. 6669, December 28, 1929 ; received January 10, 1930. The text as 
r^eased by the Tass News Agency was telegraphed to the Department by the 
Chargd in China in telegram No. 1185, December 24, 1929 ( 861.77 Chinese 
Eastern/726). 
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of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs at Habarovsk, Com- 
rade Simanovsky, in the name of the U. S. S. R., and by the Diplomatic 
Commissioner, Mr. Tsai Yun-shen, in the name of the Chinese 
Republic : 

“The undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective gov- 
ernments, have agreed upon the following: 

1. Both parties interpret point 1 of the preliminary conditions of 
the Union Government, in full accordance with the telegram of the 
Acting People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Litvinov, of 
November 2Yth of the current year and with the Nikolsk-Ussurisk 
Protocol of December 3rd of the current year,^® as a restoration of 
the situation which existed previous to the conflict and which was based 
upon the Mukden and Peking agreements. 

An disputed questions which arose during the period of the Soviet- 
Chinese joint administration of the railway shall be settled at the 
pending Soviet-Chinese Conference. Accordingly, the following 
measures shall be put into effect immediately : 

(a) The resumption, on the basis of previous treaties, of the activ- 
ity of the Board of the Chinese-Eastern Railway and the entry of the 
Soviet members of the Board upon the performance of their duties. 
Hereafter the Chinese Chairman of the Board and the Soviet Asso- 
ciate Chairman of the Board must act jointly as provided under point 
6 of article 1 of the Soviet-Mukden agreement ; 

(&) The restoration of the former proportion of Soviet and Chinese 
citizens heading the various services, and the reinstatement in their 
rights (or the immediate appointment of new candidates, if such 
should be proposed by the Soviet side) of Soviet citizens who are 
chiefs and assistant chiefs of the various services ; 

(t?) Orders and instructions for the Railway issued on and after 
July 10, 1929, in the name of the Board and of the Administration of 
the Chinese-Eastern Railway, shall be considered as null and void if 
they are not properly confirmed by the lawful Board and Administra- 
tion of the railway. 

2. All Soviet citizens without exception arrested by the Chinese 
authorities after May 1, 1929, and in connection with the conflict, 
shall be freed immediately without being subdivided into any cate- 
gories, including also those Soviet citizens arrested at the time of the 
search of the Harbin Consulate on May 27, 1929. 

The Union Government likewise shall release immediately, without 
any exceptions, all Chinese citizens arrested in connection with the 
conflict, as well as interned Chinese soldiers and oficers. 

3. To all workers and employees of the Chinese Eastern Railway 
who are citizens of the U. S. S. R. and who have been dismissed or 
have resigned, on and since July 10, 1929, is granted the right and 
opportunity of returning immediately to the positions occupied by 
them up to the time of their dismissal, and of receiving the money 
due to them from the railway. 

A full settlement of wages, pension payments, etc., shall be made 
at once with those persons who have been dismissed or have resigned 
and who do not desire to make use of this right. 

See telegram No. 1054, November 29, from the Charge in China, p. 362. 

M See telegram No. 1090, December 5, from the Charge in China, p. 392. 
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The filling of vacancies which have occurred can take place only by 
order of the lawful Board and Administration of the Chinese East- 
ern Railway, respectively, and in this connection all former Russian 
subjects who are not citizens of the U. S. S. R. and who were hired 
by the railway during the time of the conflict are subject to uncondi- 
tional and immediate dismissal. 

4. The Chinese authorities shall immediately disarm the Russian 
White-Guard detachments and deport their organizers and inspirers 
from the territory of the Three Eastern Provinces. 

5. Leaving entirely open the question of the resumption of dip- 
lomatic and consular relations between the U. S. S. R. and China, 
until the Soviet-Chinese Conference, both parties consider the imme- 
diate restoration of Soviet consulates in the territory of the Three 
Eastern Provinces, and of Chinese consulates at tlie appropriate 
points of the Soviet Far East, possible and indispensable. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the Union Government on 
May 31 of the current year^^ declared that ‘^since the Chinese au- 
thorities by all their actions prove their manifest disinclination and 
inability to recognize generally accepted standards of international 
law and custom, therefore it, for its own part, does not henceforth 
consider itself bound by these standards with respect to the Chinese 
Mission in Moscow and to the Chinese consulates in Soviet territory 
and that it will no longer recognize the extra-territoriality with 
which this Mission and these Consulates are endowed by international 
law,” and taking into consideration the fact that both parties intend 
to restore consular relations on a basis conforming to the principle 
of international law and custom, the Mukden Government declares 
that it undertakes to guarantee to the Soviet consulates in the terri- 
tory of the Three Eastern Provinces all the inviolability and all those 
privileges which are due to them under international law and custom 
and, it goes without saying, it will refrain from any acts of force 
which may infringe upon this inviolability and these privileges. 

For its own part, the Union Government renounces the special 
regime established by it for the Chinese consulates in the interval 
between May 31, 1929, and the rupture of relations and it grants to 
the consulates, which, according to the first paragraph of this article, 
are to be restored in the territory of the Soviet Far East, all the 
privileges and the inviolability due them under international law 
and custom. 

6. Along with the restoration of the consulates, there shall be im- 
mediately granted the same opportunity for the resumption of normal 
operations by all Soviet economic institutions as that which existed 
previous to the conflict in the area of the Three Eastern Provinces. 

In like manner the opportunity shall be granted for a restoration 
of Chinese commercial enteriDrises which existed within the limits of 
the U. S. S. R., insofar as their operations have been terminated in 
connection with the conflict on the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

The entire question of trade relations between both countries shall 
be subject to settlement at the Soviet-Chinese Conference. 


See ante, p. 103 for translation of note from the Soviet Acting Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs to the Chinese Charge in the Soviet Union, from text printed in 
the Moscow I^vestia, No. 123, June 1, 1929. 
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7. The question of ejBEective guaranties for the observance of the 
agreements and interests of both parties shall be subject to settlement 
at the pending Conference. 

8. The Soviet-Chinese Conference for the settlement of all disputed 
questions shall open at Moscow on January 25tli, 1930. 

9. A state of peace shall be restored at once along the frontiers of 
China and of the XJ. S. S. R., to be followed by a withdrawal of troops 
by both parties. 

10. The present Protocol shall go into effect at the moment of its 
signature. 

Signed at the city of Habarovsk on December 22nd, 1929. 

Plenipotentiary of the Chinese Republic: 

Tsai Yijn-sheng 
Diplomatic Commissioner [seal] 
Plenipotentiary of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics : 

SiMANOVSKY 

Agent of the Peoples C ommAssariat of Foreign Affairs 

In conformity with the above Protocol, the new Manager of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, Comrade Rudy, and his assistant. Comrade 
Denissov, are departing for Harbin to enter upon the performance 
of their duties and both parties are issuing orders for the withdrawal 
of their troops. 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/727 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 24, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received December 24 — 11 : 55 a. m.] 

1189. My 1179, December 21, 10 p. m. Following from the Amer- 
ican Consul at Harbin : 

‘‘December 22, 4 p. m. International party returned yesterday 
morning. No doubt that party’s trip was purposely blocked by 
Chinese military. Fate of foreigners and foreign priests at Hailar 
still uncertain. It is planned to send international party later if 
Marshal Chang at Mukden will issue orders to the military com- 
mander in chief at Buketu to allow it to proceed. 

Soviet aeroplane flew over and sound of firing whether from aero- 
plane or by Chinese forces unknown heard yet at Yakeshi furthest 
Chinese outpost. From this station west, njsither Chinese military 
nor civil authorities have any control whatsoever. Unconfirmed 
reports state that there is a movement among the young Barguts 
who are under Soviet influence to secure the detachment of Barga 
from Manchuria and that the older Barguts are opposed to this move- 
ment. Three brigades of Fengtien troops are on the defensive be- 
tween both Yakeshi and Buketu. No preparations are being made 
by the Chinese military to clear railway west of Yakeshi of so-called 
Red, Mongol, or other detachment or brigands. 

Conditions at Suichangho and Taheiho quiet. 

It is still unknown when Tsai will return.” 


Perkins 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/779 j 

Memorandum hy the Secretary of State 

[Washington’,] December 26, 1929. 
The French Ambassador came to tell me what had happened when 
France handed to Russia the Rumanian note on the Sino-Russian 
aflPair. The note was in the same form as the American note to 
Russia and when M. Herbette, the French Ambassador, presented the 
note to Litvinov, Litvinov said he did not care to receive it. Herbette 
said it was his duty to present it and Litvinov then took it and tore 
it up. 

861.77 Chinese Eastern/734 : Telegram 

The Minister in Latvia {Coleman) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

Riga, December 27, 1929 — 1 p, m. 

[Received December 27 — 10 ; 10 a. m,] 
106. Department’s circular telegram of December 1, 4 p. m. 
Lithuanian Minister for Foreign Affairs informed American Consul 
at Kovno orally on December 23rd that after mature deliberation 
Lithuanian Government had determined to take no action in Chinese- 
Soviet dispute . . . 


Coleman 


861.77 Chinose East-ern/735 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerJchxs) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 27, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received December 27 — 10 : 48 a. m.] 
1192. Following from American Consul, Haihin: 

‘December 27, 11 a. m. Tsai, Rudy, Denisov, Simanovsky, who 
will be Soviet Consul General at Haihin, and other members of party 
arrived late last night and departed early this morning for Mukden 
where they will be introduced to Marshal Chang.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Easterii/756 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 28, 1929 — ^noon. 
[Received December 28 — 10 : 40 a. m.] 
1195. Following from American Consul, Harbin: 

“On December 24, among 2,400 Russian refugees in barracks at 
Harbin, 254 were ill. Among them were 22 cases of measles, 22 
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relai)sing fever, 14 smallpox. Nine deaths to that date, municipal 
hospital full with 102 cases of relapsing fever and 14 cases of small- 
pox. Railway hospital has 14 cases of smallpox. Consular corps 
has urged Chinese authorities to take measures against further spread 
of these diseases.” 

Pebktn-s 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/755 : Telegram 

The Charge m China {PerMris) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 28, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 28 — 10 : 35 a. m.] 

1196. Legation’s 1185, December 24, noon.^^®- Japanese Embassy in 
Moscow has been informed by the Soviet Foreign Office that all Soviet 
troops in Manchuria were withdrawn on December 23rd. 

Perkins 

711.74/7 ^ 

The Charge in Bulgaria (Kodding') to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 1586 Sqfia, December 30, 1929, 

[Received January 15, 1930.] 

Sir: 

I also have the honor to report that the Bulgarian Government’s 
effort to present its views to the Soviet Government concerning the 
armed clashes in Manchuria met with a refusal by the Russian Em- 
bassy in Paris to accept the Bulgarian Minister’s note on the subject : 
The note of the Soviet Charge d’ Affaires to the Bulgarian Minister 
was couched in the following words: 

“Sir : I am sorry to state that at present there exist no official rela- 
tions between the Bulgarian Government and the Government of the 
Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics. The Bulgarian Government 
has thus far given ample evidence of its persistent determination to 
continue this state of affairs by refusing to enter into negotiations even 
on questions, which, in my opinion, are of mutual interest to both 
countries. 

“Bearing in mind the above facts, I think I have no right either to 
receive or to transmit to my Government the communication which you 
were so kind to address to me on December 17th and which I have the 
honor to return to you herewith. 

“Very respectfully yours, 

“Arens” 

The Legation is uninformed as to whether further steps will be taken 
by the Bulgarian Government. 

I have [etc.] T. Kodding 


Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/758 : Telegram 

The Chwrge in China {Perkms) to the Secretary of State 

PEmiTG, December 31, 1929 — 10 a, m. 

[Keceived December 31 — 12 : 27 a. m.] 
1206. Following from American Consul at Harbin : 

“December 30, 4 p. m. Fan Chi-kuan handed over chai'ge as general 
manager Chinese Eastern Railway today to Kuo Chung-hsi, former 
Chinese assistant manager, in order to avoid direct handing over to 
new Soviet manager.” 

Peekins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/772 ; Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, January 2, 1930 — ^noon. 

[Received January 2—6 : 22 a. m.] 

2. My 1206, December 31, 10 a. m. Following from American 
Consul at Harbin : 

1. “December 31, 10 a. m. Tsai and Soviet party arrived Harbin 
this morning from Changchun. They were met by a few Chinese but 
many Soviet adherents waving red flags. Local press reports that 
Mo Te-hui has been appointed Tupan of Chinese Eastern Railway.” 

2. “December 31, 4 p. m. Soviet prisoners, including those arrested 
at Soviet Consulate General May last, liberated today. Meeting of 
new board of directors of railway took place at 2 p. m. and new Soviet 
General Manager Rudy and Assistant Manager Denisoff took over 
charge of administration of railway at 3 : 10 p. m. today.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eastern/845 

The Minister in Rumania {Wilson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 336 Bucharest, January 2, 1930. 

[Received January 20.] 
Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Legation’s despatch No. 331 
of December 13, 1929/^ reporting that the Rumanian Government had 
readily accepted the proposal made by the United States Government 
to the signatory powers of the Kellogg Pact to communicate their 
views to the Governments of Russia and China concerning their con- 
troversy in Manchuria. 

“Not printed. 
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861.77 Chinese Eastern/789 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, January 4, 1930 — 9 p. m. 

[Received January 4 — 7 : 10 p. m.] 

19. Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

1. ‘^January 3, 5 p. m. General Manager Rudy has reappointed 
as chiefs of the principal departments of the administration those 
former Soviet chiefs who were discharged by Chinese authorities. 
Latter are very depressed and appear to have yielded and to be 
yielding to all Soviet demands.” 

2. “January 4, noon. Soviet Consul General Simanovsky took 
over charge of local Consulate General from Stobbe, German Consul 
General, on January 2nd. Soviet flag flying over building since 
December 31st.” 

Perkins 


861.77 Chinese Eaatern/806 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in ATbomia (Holmes)^^ 

No. 264 Washington, January 6, 1930. 

Sir : You are informed that on December 14, 1929, the Department 
received by telegraph from .the American Ambassador at Rome the 
French text of a note which had been handed to him by the Albanian 
Minister at Rome, regarding the Russo-Chinese dispute in Manchuria. 
A translation of this note is enclosed herewith for your information. 

You are instructed to deliver to the Albanian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the Department’s reply to this note as follows : 

“Under instructions from my Government, I have the honor to 
inform Your Excellency that the Government of the United • States 
has received the note of the Government of Albania, handed by the 
Albanian Minister at Rome to the American Ambassador at that place 
on December 14, 1929, and transmitted by the Ambassador to the 
Department of State. The American Government is deeply gratified 
to learn that the Government of Albania associates itselx with the 
action of the Government of the United States directed toward effect- 
ing a peaceful settlement of the controversy between China and Russia. 

“With regard to the request that the Government of the United 
States transmit to China and Russia a communication setting forth the 
views of the Government of Albania, I am instructed to inform Your 
Excellency that the American Government considers that the situation 
which prompted the action and suggestion of the United States has 
been, subsequent to that action and suggestion, materially changed 
inasmuch as present reports indicate that progress has been made by 


Similar replies were sent on January 6, 1930, in a note to the Yugoslav 
Minister and in instruction No. 112 to the Minister in Ethiopia (861.77 Chinese 
Eastern/804, 805). 

See telegram No. 99, December 14, from the Ambassador in Italy, p, 421. 
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China and Russia in negotiations looking toward the settlement of 
their differences by peaceful means. In view of these developments, 
the present situation does not seem to require that further communica- 
tions be sent at this time to China and Russia.” 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

J. P. Cotton 


MEASURES TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF AMERICAN LIVES AND PROPERTY IN CHINA** 

893.00/10286 ^ 

The Consul at Foochow {Atcheson) to the Mwhister in China 

(MacMurray)^^ 

[Extracts] 

No. 109 Foochow, January 4, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Legation that an open show 
of anti-f oreignism in Foochow occurred on December 27, 1928, in 
the form of a parade organized by the party delegates from 
Nanking who have been ^‘stationed” here since early October, and 
composed of students, representatives of guilds and various organi- 
zations and, according to the Chinese press, officials. 

• 

At my suggestion the French Consul and Senior Consul, with the 
approval of the other members of the Consular Corps, addressed a 
note to the Provincial Government Administrative Council pro- 
testing the unrestrained broadcasting of these incitations to anti- 
foreign sentiment. This note, dated December 31, 1928, a copy of 
which forms Enclosure No. 3,^"^ was delivered today. . « . 

I have [etc.] George Atcheson, Jr 


[Enclosure — Translation 

The Dean of the Consular Corps at Foochow {Soulange-Tessier) to 
the Provincial Administrative Cou/ncil of Fuhien 

Foochow, December 31, 1928. 
Sirs : In my capacity as Dean of the Consular Corps of Foochow, 
I have been charged by my colleagues to draw your most serious 


*• For previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. n, pp. 213* fE. 
and 254 fE. 

®®Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul in his despatch No. 
198, January 4 ; received February 15, 1929. 

^ Enclosure infra. 

“ File translation revised. 
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attention to an article in the Chhjb Shih Pao of December 27th and 
to various placards of propaganda which were posted on the same 
date in the streets of Naiitai (Nantai Island, Foochow). 

You will find these documents annexed.^® 

The Consular Corps declare on this occasion that (he repeated 
requests which they have made during the year 1928 to all the local 
authorities, to point out the danger of a propaganda of violence 
against foreigners, have remained without effect. 

Public appeals such as “Take back the Concessions,’’ “Drive out 
the imperialist troops stationed in China,” “The unequal treaties 
are sharp instruments used by the imperialists to kill the Chinese,” 
cannot but excite the population to disorders involving the respon- 
sibility of the authorities just as has happened in the past. 

At a moment when new treaties are being signed with the Na- 
tionalist Government, at a moment when this same Government is 
declaring its desire to maintain peaceful and friendly relations with 
foreigners, the Consular Corps of Foochow point out with dis- 
pleasure and regret the discrepancy between the deeds and the dec- 
larations of the authorities. 

In the interest of all, Chinese as well as foreigners, it is deemed 
necessary that the protestations of good will of the Nationalist 
Government and of the local authorities translate themselves into 
deeds, and that in the future all provocations to violence, whence- 
soever they proceed and whatever their nature, be made an object 
of public repudiation and legal repression. 

Accept [etc.] R. Soulange-Tessiesr 


611.9331/15S 

Memorandum hy the Counselor of Legation in China {Perkins) of a 
C onversation With the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {C, T, 
Wang) at Nanking on January 17^ 1029-’^ 

[Bxti-acts] 

Accompanied by Mr. Price,-® I called on Dr. AVang, by appointment, 
at 10 a. m. and explained to him that I was visiting Nanking and 
Shanghai for purposes of observation and to maintain contacts with 
officials of the National Government. . . . 

Dr. AVang then took up the question of the continued occupation 
of American mission property by the Chinese, and said that we did 

Not printed. 

^ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China In his despatch 
No. 1962, March 11 ; received April 15, 1929. 

^ Ernest B. Price, Consul at Nanking. 
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not know how much trouble he had had in this matter and the Tigor- 
ous efforts which he had made to have such property restored. He 
said it was the definite policy of the National Government to effect 
the complete restoration of all of these properties and he would be 
pleased to have all specific inf ormation available on this matter, giving 
the names of the detachments of troops and of their commanders. I 
observed that such property was still occupied not only in and about 
Nanking but also in other parts of China, especially in Hunan, and 
inquired whether he could effect the restoration wherever occupied. 
He replied in the affirmative. Dr. Wang then took up a defensive 
attitude towards this question, stating that in time of war it w;as the 
practice of soldiers to occupy property necessary for their purposes 
without discrimination as to such property’s being owned by natives or 
aliens, citing the American practice during the Civil War. Mr. Price 
then observed that apparently it had been the practice of the Chinese 
commanders to occupy foreign property in preference to Chinese. , . . 
I then remarked that many of the properties, when returned after 
such occupancy, had often been found in anything but good condi- 
tion and that such treatment did not seem to indicate a very great 
appreciation of the kind of properties to which he made reference. 


February 18, 1929. 


M[AHno]sr] F. P[erkin's] 


893.801 Search/l : Telegram 

The Ministeir in China {MacMuTray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 23, 1929 — ^ p, m. 

[Received January 24 — 9 : 20 a. m.^®] 

48. Department’s telegram No. 203, September 22, 1 p. m., 1926.®® 

1. Following from Shanghai : 

“January 19, noon. Through the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
the Woosung lort notifies the Senior Minister \ConsyZ\ that 

‘The official duty of this fort is to protect the capital. As the bad characters 
have not been removed and as the winter defence is very important, all incoming 
or outgoing, river or sea, vessels passing the entrance to Woosung shall be sub- 
jected to inspection (by this fort) when it is deemed necessary, in order to pay 
due regard to the guard duty. 

In accordance with the usual regulations, whenever this fort wants to search 
a vessel a signal flag is to be hoisted. If this is ignored, three signal guns will 
be fired. 

However, recently when signal flag was hoisted and signal gun fired, the various 
incoming or outgoing vessels paid no heed to the signals. They not only despised 
the rules and orders but also greatly violated the regulations of this fort. 


Telegram in three sections. 

Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. i, p. 638. 


323423 — 43 — ^vol. ll 37 
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In view of the fact, I have to request you to take note and notify all foreign 
vessels plying along the river or on the sea to the effect that in the future they 
should stop at once to await inspection as soon as this fort hoists a signal flag or 
fires a signal gun, in order to carry out the established regulations of and to pay 
due regard to the guard duty.’ 

I do not consider that American vessels should submit to search by 
other than Customs and hope that I can be authorized so to inform 
the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs. However, instructions are 
solicited as to the correct reply to be made to the Commissioner of 
Foreign Affairs and also correct advice to be given to American 
diippmg.’^ 

2. Legation has replied as follows : 

‘‘January 23, 6 p. m. Your number 11, January 19, noon. 

(1) Copy of your telegram has been handed to Senior Minister with 
request that matter be discussed at an early meeting of the diplomatic 
body. 

(2) In the meantime, you are authorized to mate informal represen- 
tations to Commissioner for Foreign Affairs, pointing out the fact 
that under the general provisions of extraterritoriality, American 
merchant vessels are not subject to detention and search by military 
authorities. 

(3) As regards naval vessels of the United States, you should inform 
the authorities concerned that, under existing treaties, naval vessels 
may not be in any way obstructed or detained in the carrying out of 
their official duties, and that such vessels will not submit to any attempt 
on the part of military authorities to search them. 

(4^ During 1926, Chinese authorities at Hankow attempted during 
the siege of Wuchang by Southern forces to institute regulations that 
would enable them to stop and search all foreign vessels ; and the posi- 
tion was taken by the Admiral and Consul General, and approved by 
Legation and Department, that, as a temporary measure, merchant 
vessels would submit to search but that naval vessels would not recog- 
nize such regulations. This decision was in part based upon the atti- 
tude of merchant vessels which were unwilling to run the risk of being 
fired upon by the military authorities and in view of the fact that the 
practical difficulties in the situation made it impossible adequately to 
protect such merchant vessels in the event they refused to comply with 
the regulations. Please inform Legation of the attitude of the Ameri- 
can shipping interests in Shanghai as to the present proposal.” 

MacMijkray 

393.1111 Young, Eldward/l : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

WAsmKGTOisr, January 24, 1929—5 p. m. 

31. Department is informed by National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference that they have received a report that the Reverend Edward 
Young, an American citizen, has been captured by bandits in the 
Province of Baangsi in or near the town of Nananfu. Please investi- 
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gate and instruct Perkins now at Nanking to bring matter to the 
attention of the Nationalist Government with a view to his release. 

KjeaujoGG 


393.1111 "Young, Edward/2 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMv/rray') to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 25, 192^ — 5 p. m. 

[Received 9: 07 p. m.] 

52. 1. Following from Hankow: 

“J anuary 24, 6 p. m. Bishop O’Shea of Catholic Mission, in tele- 
gram from Kanchow, Eliangsi, states that a member of his mission. 
Reverend Edward xoung, American citizen, was on January 22 
captured at Nananfu, Kiangsi, by Communists Chu Teh and Mao 
Chih-tung, who demand $20,000®^ as ransom within three days. 

I am making direct representations to Nanchang urging immediate 
action to effect Young’s release. Respectfully suggest that Legation 
urge Nanking Government to take all possible action to effect Young’s 
release.” 

2. I have instructed Perkins as follows : 

“Please take up the matter with Wang®® and req^uest immediate 
action to effect Young’s release. Department has been informed.” 

MAOMnRRAX 


893.801 Search/2 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, January 26, 1929 — ^ p. m. 
85. Your 48, January 28, 7 p. m. Your telegram of January 23, 
6 p. m., to the American Consul General at Shanghai is approved. 
Department assumes that information of interest to the Commander- 
in-Chief ^ in this connection is transmitted to him. 

Kellogg 


393.1111 Young, Bdward/11 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, February 1, 1929 — ^noon. 
^ [Received February 1 — 10 : 40 a. m.] 
76. Legation’s 60, January 28, 4 p. m.®® Following telegrams from 
Canton : 


^ Mahlon K. Perkins, Counselor of Legation. 

Estimated at U. S. $10,000. 

®® C. T. Wang, Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Admiral Mark L. Bristol, of the U. S. Asiatic Fleet (flagship the U.S.S. 
Pitts'burgh) . 

Not printed ; it reported that the Chinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had, on January 26, “promised to take immediate steps towards Young’s r^ease.” 
(393.1111 Young, Edward/3) 
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“January 31, 1 p. m. I have just received telegram from Cahill, 
American Catholic missionary at Kanchow, Kiangsi Province, that 
Edward Young, American Catholic missionary, and German Protestant 
minister, wife and child, were captured by Communist banditti at 
Nananfu on January 22 and taken to unknown destination. Message 
adds that other foreigners fled, that Hankow has been advised but no 
response received. 

Reliable reports from Kiangsi indicate the so-called Communist 
forces are numerous and have occupied several important towns, in- 
cluding Namyung in Northern Kwangtung. 

I am asking the local authorities who have troops on the Kweiyang 
[Hunan?] -Kiangsi border to render all possible assistance. I am also 
asking the Catholic missionaries to report any further information 
that may be available as to the probable destination of the bandits 
with their prisoners.” 

“January 31, 4 p. m. Referring to my telegram of January 31, 1 
p. m. German Consulate officially informed that bandits have released 
missionary’s wife and child, and later officially informed that German 
missionary has also been released. This leads me to hope that Amer- 
ican priest may also be liberated soon, but Chinese unofficial report says 
that bandits are demanding $30,000.” 

MaoMxjrray 


393.1111 Young, E3dwar<i/13 : Itelegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, February 4, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 11:10 a. m.] 
84. [Department’s 48,] February 2, 6 p. m.®^ Following was 
received from Hankow February 3rd : 

“Following telegram has been received from Corbette, Kanchow, 
Kiangsi: ^Grateful for prompt action. Young freed, also Schram, 
wife and child. Letter follows’ 

MaoMthiray 


393.11/900 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMvrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 11, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received March 11 — 3 : 20 p. m.] 

166.* The following telegram has been received from Nanking: 

“March 9, 1 p. m. From additional independent sources I have 
received strong confirmatory evidence of organized preparations on 

Not printed. 

^ In despatch No. 1020, February 19, the Consul at Hankow transmitted to the 
Department a letter from Bishop J. A. O’Shea at Kanchow, dated February 5, 
which stated that the Reyerend William Edward Young was set free on 
January 28 “after the ‘Reds’ saw themselves practically surrounded by sol- 
diers and knew they would have to break up to escape total annihilation.” 
(398,1111 Young, Edward/22) 
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the part of poorer classes of the city to loot foreign properties if occa- 
sion offers. While I have brought this matter to the attention of the 
authorities and believe that so long as the present administration re- 
mains in control the probability is that no harm will come to American 
lives and property, I would request consideration of the following sug- 
gestions : In the event of (a) the government forces’ being defeated 
and commencing a retreat to Nanking, (&) defection actual or prob- 
able among the troops here (rumors of which are already current), 
(c) other local conditions which appear to be beyond the power of the 
local authorities to control, I be authorized to issue general advice to 
Americans to withdraw from Nanking. 

2. While I understand that all American women with children 
have either already left the city or are planning to do so, I do not be- 
lieve women without children or men will leave except under direct 
ojBBicial advice of the Consulate. 

3. I have sent the local authorities complete list American citizens 
and properties.” 

I have replied as follows : 

“March 11, 4 p. m. Your March 9, I p. m. You are authorized to 
issue general advice to Americans to withdraw from Nanking in the 
event conditions develop as described in subparagraphs (a), (&) or (t?) 
of your first paragraph.” 

MAoMlJKBAy 


393.11/90Q : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMwrray) 

[Extract] 

Washxngtok, March 13, 1929- — 3 p, m. 

93. Your 166, March 11, 4 p. m. 

1. Your instruction March 11, 4 p. m. to Price approved. 

2. Should a dangerous emergency arise at Nanking or other consular 
post, in the I^egation’s opinion warranting such action, the Legation 
may authorize consular officers concerned to send their families tem- 
porarily to nearby places of safety. . • . 

HIeIjLOgq 


393.11/938 

The OonsuZ Generdl at Hanhow (Lochhari) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray^ 

. [Extracts] 

No. 660 Haijtkow, March 19, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to ref er to the Legation’s circular telegram 
of February 20, 1929, requesting a list of American property in this 
consular district now occupied by Chinese authorities. 

®®Copy transmitted to tlae Department without covering despatcli; received 
April 29, 1929. 
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Definite information concerning the occupation of American prop- 
erty by Chinese troops or officials is now available in the following 
cases : 

Hankow Consular District : 

Under date of March 9, 1929, the Eeverend Peter Matson reported 
as follows: ‘^Our church and our Boys’ School building at Nanchang 
hsien (Hupeh) are still being occupied by the local Tang Pu[”].«® 

• • • • • • « 

In connection with the statement of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Chinese National Government, as contained in the Legation’s 
instruction under reply, the following excerpt from the letter received 
from the Reverend Peter Matson may be of interest : 

‘T complied last autumn with a request from the Nanking Gov- 
ernment to furnish them with a list of properties occupied. iS^everal 
letters have passed between us and they have repeatedly promised to 
order the Tang Pu to restore to us our property. This promise has 
been given several times but the Tang Pu is still occupying the church 
and the school buildings.” 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lockhaht 


393.11/904 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 21, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 4 : 20 p. m.] 

197. Following has been received from Canton : 

‘‘March 2(h 11 a. m. Telegram received from Bishop O’Shea at 
Kanchow. Communist uprising in many parts of southern Kiangsi, 
several localities burned and missionaries forced to flee. General 
admits inability to protect life and property. This Consulate General 
has asked local military authoidties to issue orders to render assist- 
ance.” 

I am repeating to Hankow and requesting Lockhart to make a like 
request to the appropriate military authorities. 

A i^TV/Tl-nOTS A 'XT 


393.11/908 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 25, 1929 — 7 p. m. 
[Received March 26 — 10 : 10 p. m.^®] 
213. Legation’s 203, March 22, 6 p. Following from Hankow : 

“March 22, 10 a. m. Following telegram received this morning 
from Father O’Shea, American missionary at Kanchow, Kiangsi: 

Party office of the Kuomintang or Nationalist Party, 

^Telegram in two sections. 

"Not printed. 
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^Communist uprisings everywhere in Kangan ; several missions burned ; 
missioners forced flee ; General admits inability protect life and prop- 
erty ; asked in vain reinforcements ; urge assistance, danger imminent’. 

I have today again requested assistance of Kiai^si authorities in 
protecting lives of Americans resident in southern Eaangsi.” 

2. Following from Canton: 

“March 23, 2 p. m. Eeferring to my telegram above mentioned. 
Telegram just received from Bishop O’Shea reports all Americans 
and other foreigners in South Eiangsi still safe but situation con- 
sidered dangerous. Bishop has received confirmation of looting and 
burning of missions at Hingkwo and Anyuan.” 

3. Following from Foochow : 

“March 23, 7 p. m. 

[(1)] It has been confirmed that Tingchow and Shanghang, in 
Amoy consular district, have been captured and partially burned by a 
Communist force from Eiangsi said to have 5 Russian advisers and to 
number 14,000. Their plan of operations is trying to embrace a 
two-column advance to Yenping, one via Lungyen, the other via 
Yungan, which is also reported captured. 

(2) The provincial government who, in the absence of Admiral 
Yang, lack leadership and force, are in a state of trepidation, and, 
while the coup is probably an opportunist adventure -vmich is specu- 
lating upon hoped-for developments in UTanking and the Yangtze 
Valley, there are several unfortunate circumstances in the situation. 
The marine and provincial defense forces cannot be considered for- 
midable, local subversive elements have never been suppressed and 
of late have been increasingly active, and Lu Hsin-pang at Yenping, 
commanding Nationalist Second Division, cannot be expected to do 
more than cherish his own security. 

(8) Barring a serious diversion in Nanking, I do not anticipate 
within the next week or from any other cause any local developments 
to arise from further advance of the Communists which would 
seriously affect the safety of Foochow. 

(4) I am advising j^^ericans at Yungchun to withdraw upon 
[apparent omission] of Communists or signs of disorder. 

(5) Repeated Amoy only.” 

MaoMtjrkay 


895.00/10344 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Ghinci (JM(icMw*ray) to the Secretary of Stoste 

Peking, March 25, 1929 — 9 p. m. 
[Received March 26 — 10 p. m.^] 
215. On March 20 the commander in chief telegraphed that the 
U. S. S. Trenton would be withdrawn from Chefoo about March 23rd 


" Telegram in two sections. 
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in accordance with recoininendation from Admiral Blakely This 
information was transmitted to the American Consul in Chefoo with 
a request for his comments in the matter. I have now received his 
reply which is quoted below : 

“March 23, 1 a. m. Tour telegram of March 22, 3 p. m. The Lega- 
tion’s attention is invited my telegram of March 22, noon. In vww 
of the possibilities of the situation I now strongly recommend Trenton 
be left here at least for the next few days pending outcome present 
dtuation. Letters received today from the American missionaries 
Tengchow indicate trouble at Chefoo in the near future. Bemarks to 
me W Chang Tsung-chang and Liu Chen-nien admit of possibility of 
trouble at Chefoo,_ which might bring in certain foreign interests 
(Japanese), in which event I would like an American naval vessel 
to be here and an American oifioer to operate. Further, a deputation 
from the Chinese Chamber of Deputies, which I received today, spoke 
of possibility of trouble and they assured me that the presence here 
of an American warship is reassuring to the people of Chefoo. The 
Japanese Consul, who in the past appeared to be exceptionally well 
mformed, told me today that they expected trouble at Chefoo within 
a few days and that he had received news to this effect from Dairen. 
I positively Imow that Chinese here are frightened and negotiating 
for peace, so if by keeping Trenton here a few days longer we assure 
protection of American lives and property and its presence contributes 
towards the maintenance of peace and order in Chefoo, I strongly 
recommend Trenton remain here. A paraphrase of this telegram 
furnished Admiral Blakely.” 

This has been repeated to commander in chief with the recommen- 
dation that a naval vessel be left at Chefoo pending the outcome of 
the present situation. 

MAoMmotAT 


393.11 63 Ain3/60a : Telegram 

TJie SecTetary of State to the Minister in OhiTia {MacMurray) 


Washington, March 26, 1929 — ^7 p. m. 

104. Your 207, March 22, 2 p. and preceding. Sisters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul are greatly concerned regarding staff 
at Kanchow, Kiangsi. Instruct Consuls Shanghai and Nanking sup- 
plement efforts Canton, Hankow to obtain information regarding 
Americans in Kiangsi Province. Suggest consult Shanghai branch 
St. Vincent de Paul. Make such representations to authorities Nan- 
king as you consider advisable. 


KyXTOGG 


commanding the night Cruiser Division 2, 
TT^S Fleet, but temporarily assigned to the U. S. Asiatic Fleet (flagship the 

U.fc.to. TT&ntOTl) , N or 

^Not printed. 
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393.1163Ajii3/64 

The OonsvZ OeneraZ at Canton {Jenkins) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray)*^ 

No. 791 Cakton, March 28, 1929. 

SiK : I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of correspondence 
between t.hia Consulate General and representatives of the American 
Catholic Mission in Kwangtung Province “ concerning the interven- 
tion of Father Mueth in a case in the Chinese courts affecting cer- 
tain native converts. It will be observed that as soon as this Consulate 
General was informed of Father Mueth’s action it addressed a letter 
to Bishop Walsh pointing out the danger of such a course and urging 
that Father Mueth and other members of the mission be instructed not 
to interfere in proceedings of this sort in the future. 

A copy of Bishop Walsh’s letter is enclosed^® and although it is 
somewhat vague it is believed to agree with the principle that mis- 
sionaries should under no circumstances interfere with judicial pro- 
ceedings involving only Chinese interests.* 

It is thought that this correspondence may be of interest to the 
Legation and the Department. 

I have [etc.] Douglas Jenkins 


393.11/909 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 


Peking, March. 28, 1929 — 9 p. m. 

[Received March 28 — ^2:45 p. m.] 

231. 1. The following telegram has been received from the Amer- 

ican Consul at Nanking : 

‘^March 27, 5 p. m. As most recent reports indicate continued re- 
verses by goveimment military; forces, I am sending out to J^mericans 
in the consular district a preliminary circular letter informing them 
of the situation and to be prepared to receive advice for a general 
evacuation. I am inclined to think one or more of the three con- 
tingencies mentioned in my telegram of March 9, 1 p. m. may occur 
shortly.’’ 


" Copy transmitted to tlie Department toy the Consul General in liis despatch 
No. 1429, of the same date ; received April 27, 1929. 

48 iDrinted. 

" Rev. Edward V. Mueth, of the MaryknoU Catholic Mission, Taan On, Hoingan, 


Toishan, Kwangtung. 

"Bishop James E, Walsh, 


Kongmoon, Kwangtung. 


The letter was dated 


^"""The^MiMsL in China on April 15 replied that “The Legation has noted the 
contents of your despatch with interest and fully ^ncurs in your statement of 
Mai^ch 14; 1929, to Bishop Walsh” ; received by the Department without covering 
despatch on May 25 (393.1163Ama/64) . 
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Nanking’s telegram of March 9, 1 p. m., was repeated to the Depart- 
ment in my 166, March 11, 4 p. m. 

2. Legation has repeated first sentence of above telegram to com- 
mander in chief, Asiatic Fleet and added following : 

“I accordingly repeat my urgent recommendation of March 26, 
9 p. m., and request that arrangements be made for the immediate 
despatch of an American naval vessel to Nanking.” 

My March 26, 9 p. m., to Admiral was as follows: 

“ (1) Following from American Consul Nanking : ‘U.S.S. Mindcmao 
left here this morning. Commanding ofiicer informed me he had had 
no injEormation of any American vessS to be sent to relieve Mindanao.'' 

(2) In view of the present very unstable conditions in Nanking I 
urgently recommend that a naval vessel be there for the time being.” 

3. American Consul at Nanking has been advised of action taken. 

4. In view of present developments I believe presence of American 
naval vessel at Nanking imperative. 

. MaoMxjseat 


893.1 163 Am3/52 : Telegram 

T7te Minister in CTiina (MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 1, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received April 2 — 4 : 20 p. m."*] 
254. Department’s No. 104, March 23 [S(?], 7 p. m., was repeated 
to the American Consuls at Nanking, Shanghai, Hankow, and Canton 
and telegraphic note was addressed to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
at Nanking. . . . 


The following reply has been received from the American Consul 
at Nanking: 

“March 31, noon. Yesterday afternoon I presented to Vice Minis- 
ter Tong a memorandum summarizing the Legation’s March 28, 10 
p. m. He said that the Government had had no report on the matter ; 
that communications with Kiangsi. seemed to be broken but some- 
how the Government would take all steps possible to protect Ameri- 
can life and property there. He pointed out that the region affected 
was in the zone between contending Kwangsi [and] Nanking armies 
and was held by strong, well-organized Communist forces. . . .” 

MaoMoerat 


"Telegram in two sections. 
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393.1163/321 

The Secretary of State to the Vice President of the United Christian 
Missionary Society at Indianapolis {Stephen J. Corey') 

Wasbxn-gton-, April 6, 1929. 

Sir: The Department acknowledges the receipt of your letter of 
April 3, 1929,®^ asking advice with regard to the maintaining of two 
missionaries and their families at Batang, in the Province of Szech- 
wan near the Tibetan border, and with regard to another missionary 
and his family who are probably now in Shanghai ready to proceed 
up the Yangtze River on their way to Batang. 

Basing its opinion on information received from official and other 
sources, the Department feels compelled to inform you that it con- 
siders that an attempt to maintain American missionaries at Batang 
at the present time will unavoidably be attended with great difficulty 
and with risk to the missionaries themselves. The menace of war 
and of lawless conditions has for some years been present in Western 
Szechwan and the Department is unable, from the information now 
available to it, to expect any substantial improvement in conditions 
there in the near future. The Department is, of course, ready at all 
times to utilize the agencies at its disposal in an eflEort to safeguard 
and promote the interests of American citizens and organizations 
abroad. In the present instance, however, the Department cannot 
but recognize the possibility of dangers threatening American citi- 
zens who continue to reside in Batang of a character that no measure;S 
open to the Department might be able to avert or mitigate. Dis- 
ordered political conditions increase, as a rule, the expense and diffi- 
culty of transporting supplies and funds to remote localities like 
Batang. The Department is of the opinion that the residence of 
American citizens at Batang will continue to involve considerable 
risk until material improvement has taken place in political condi- 
tions in Szechwan. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

STANiiEX K. Horitbeok 
Chiefs Division of Far Eastern Affairs 


393.1163Am3/54 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PwKiiTG, April 7, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 
[Received April 7 — ^10 ; 45 a. m.] 
267. Legation’s 254, April 2 [7?], 7 p. m. Following from Canton: 

“April 1, 10 a. m. Telegram just received from Bishop O’Shea 
states all Americans still safe but Reds continue active and no reen- 


“Not printed. 
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forcements have arrived to assist Government troops. In my opinion 
Bishop O’Shea and all Americans in South Kiangsi should be advised 
to leave.” 

I have replied as follows: 

“You should exercise your discretion with regard to advising 
Bishop O’Shea and other Americans in southern Kiangsi to leave 
that locality. American Consul General at Hankow has been advised 
of these instructions which are given to jrour office because of dis- 
turbed or probably interrupted communications between Hankow and 
southern K.angsi.” 

Hankow has been advised of action taken. 

MaoMubeat 


398.11/957 

TTie OonsiHr at NanJcing {Price) to the Minister in China 
(MacMv/rrayY^ 

[Extract] 

No. Ii-64 NANKma, April 8, 1929. 

Sm: 

• •••••• 

It has recently come to the attention of this office that the property 
of the Northern Presbyterian Mission at Showchow has been occu- 
pied by the Hsien Tang Pu (Local Kuomintang Chapter) ever sincei 
August of last year. 

I have [etc.] Ehnest B. Pbicb 

393.1ie3Am3/65 : Telegram 

The^ Minister in China {MacMun^ay) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 9, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received April 9 — 9 : 30 a. m.] 
270. 1. Referring to Department’s telegram No. 104, March 26, 
7 p. m., and my 254, April 2 [7 >*] , 7 p. m. 

Under date of April Srd, Minister for Foreign AjBfairs, in reply 
to my note of March 28th, stated Kiangsi Provincial Government 
has been instructed to investigate the situation in Kiangsi and to 
accord adequate protection to American citizens. 

2. American Consul General, Canton telegraphed April 8, 2 p. m. : 

am telegraphing today to Bishop O’Shea that in my opinion he 
and other Americans in southern Kiangsi should leave because situa- 


“Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
May 25, 1929, 
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tion will probably grow much worse with coming of defeated 
Kwangsi troops. I have no list of Americans in that area but pre- 
sumedly Bishop O’Shea will pass my warning on to them.” 

MacMxjbrax 


S93.1163Am3/57 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (^MaeMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 11, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received April 12^ — 11:30 a. m.] 

271. Referring to my telegram 270, April 9, 2 [^.^] p. m. Following 
from American Consul General, Hankow: 

‘‘April 10, noon. Following received from Bishop O’Shea at Kan- 
chow this morning ; ‘Communist army near and reinforcements several 
days away. City preparing for siege. Juikin mission burned. Re- 
quest you urge Nanchang tmie prompt action.’ 

I have requested the Nanchang authorities to send immediate relief 
and have also requested Chiang Kai-shek through local Commissioner 
of Foreign Affairs to despatch suflS.cient military units to Kanchow 
area to alEord protection to American lives and property. 

I concur in Jenkins’ recommendation to Bishop O’Shea to with- 
draw.” 

Following from American Consul, Canton : 

“April 10, 2 p. m. Following telegram has been received from 
Bishop O’Shea : ‘Defeated troops from north not [now'] crossing 
Kiangsi. Communist army nearing Kanchow. Reinforcements offi- 
cially reported on the way from Nanchangfu but will not arrive for 
several days. City preparing for siege. Juikin mission burned.’ ” 

MacMtjkrat 


393.1163/324a 

The. Secretary of State to the Secretary of the International Missionary 
Gov/ncil at New Yorh {W arnshuis) 

Washington, April 13, 1929. 
Sm : There is quoted for your information the following excerpt from 
a telegram from the American Consul at Chefoo, China, of date April 
4, 5 p. m. : 

“In view of the uncertainty of the situation up country I have 
repeatedly advised women and children at Laichau, Hwanghsien and 
Tengchow to concentrate at Chefoo. While many have come, others 
persist in remaining. It is hoped that the Department can bring 

g ressure through foreign mission board and Southern Baptist 
louvention.” 


“ Telegram not printed. 
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The Department realizes that withdrawal of American citizens from 
their places of residence in China may involve considerations of incon- 
venience and expense. The Department is confident, however, that 
American official representatives in China give advice in these matters 
only when and as the circumstances warrant; and the Department 
believes that in the matter of withdrawal from dangerous areas the 
interests of all concerned may best be promoted by action on the part 
of American citizens in accordance with the advice given by the 
Consuls. 

The Department would be grateful if you would transmit to the 
mission organizations concerned the views of the Department as set 
forth herein. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Stanley K. Hornbeok 
Chiefs Division of Far Eastern Affai/rs 


393.1163Am3/68 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 15, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received April 15 — 2 : 10 p. m.] 

279. 1. Referring to my 274, April 11, 5 p. m. Following from 
American Consul General, Canton: 

‘‘Tour telegram of April 11, 5 p. m. I have telegra])hed and written 
Bishop O’Shea advising Americans to depart southern Kiangsi, but 
have no reply. In view of present political situation I am sure Can- 
tonese authorities cannot send assistance to Kanchow which can only 
come from the North.” 

Such information repeated to Hankow with the following instruc- 
tion : 

“You may in your discretion renew your representations to Chiang 
Kai-shek, as reported in your 44, April 10, noon, looking to prompt 
action in protecting American lives and property.” 

MacMijbrat 


393.11/919 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 15, 1929 — 9 p. m. 
[Received April 15 — 3 : 80 p. m.] 

282. 1. Following to Hankow : 

“April 12, 4 p. m. Following from commander [in chief], Asiatic 
Fleet : ‘April 10, 4 : 12 p. m. As conditions at Hankow are now becom- 
ing normal, unless you have other recommendations, I intend to with- 
draw the U. S. S. Helena? 
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Your comments are requested prior to Legation’s reply to com- 
mander in chief.” 

2. Following from Hankow: 

April 13, 1 p, m. Your 26, April 12, 4 p. m. I considered that it 
would be distinctly inadvisable to leave this port unprotected and un- 
less the XJ. S. S. Selena is replaced at the time of withdrawal by an- 
other naval vessel I would strongly urge that it be kept here. There 
is no solidarity about the local situation and even if there were it would 
be most awkward to be placed in the position of having to depend on 
other navies for the protection of American lives in some sudden 
emergency. This in general represents the view of the American com- 
munity as well as my own.” 

3. Hankow’s reply has been repeated to commander in chief with 
following comment : 

concur in Consul Greneral’s judgment that the naval force at 
Hankow should not be withdrawn at the present time.” 

MacMukrat 

393 . 11/911 “ 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MapMxirray) 

170.1175 WASMiNGToi^r. Anril 15. 1929. 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch 17o. 1929, dated 
February 21, 1929,®® enclosing a copy of despatch 17o. 53, dated 
January 22, 1929, from the American Vice Consul in Charge at 
Yunnanfu,®® in which the Legation’s instructions are requested with 
regard to the issuance of travel passes to American citizens in the 
Yunnanfu consular district. A copy of your instruction in reply, 
dated February 21, was also enclosed®® and the comments of the 
Department were requested. 

It is, of course, desirable that the Legation should exercise super- 
vision over the issuing of travel certificates, in order to achieve, 
among other objectives, a certain uniformity of procedure. Never- 
theless, as indicated in the penultimate paragraph of its instruction 
No. 890, of June 11, 1928,®® the Department realizes that conditions 
differ in different areas and that it is necessary to grant to consular 
officers a certain latitude in the matter of issuing travel certificates. 
The Legation’s instruction to the American Vice Consul in Charge 
at Yunnanfu, placing upon him the responsibility of making the 
decision in these matters, is approved. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

NniiSON Truster Johnsok 


“Not printed. 

^Foreign, RelationSf 1928, vol. n, p. 269. 
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893.00/10394 : Telegram 

TTie Mmist&r in China {MacMurrcet/) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

Peking, April 20, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received April 22 — 9 : 50 a. m.] 

298. Following from American Consul, Hankow : 

“April 19, 4 p. m. 

1. Situation for past several days on north bank river between 
Shasi and Ichang due to retreating Wuhan troops has brought about 
recurrence of firing on foreign ships. Vessels have been heavily fired 
upon at several places. Yangtze Rapid[s] lying arrived safely yester- 
day and reported one Chinese passenger killed and two wounded at a 
point midway Shasi and Ichang. 

4. The clearing up of the situation between Ichang and Shasi will 
give the National Government complete control of the Yangtze 
Valley from Shanghai to Chungking and beyond. 


MacMukrat 


393.11 63Am3/61 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMvirray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 22, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received April 22-— 11:40 a. m.] 
303. Referring to my telegram No. 290, April 17, 6 p. m.®^ 

1. Following from American Consul General, Hankow : 

“April 21, 3 p. m. Telegram from Reverend Tootell,*® dated April 
19, at Changteh states: ‘Changteh quieter. Communication to 
Taoyuan stopped and situation there desperate’. I have today again 
taken up matter with Chiang Kai-shih,®* through Commissioner of 
Foreign Affairs, requesting that relief be sent as Ho Chien, who is 
now at Changsha, professes inability to control situation at Taoyuan. 
British Consul accompanied by armed guard from H.M.S. 'Widgeon 
left Changsha a day or two ago to render assistance to foreigners 
at Changteh.” 

MacMubrat 


"Not printed. 

“George T. Tootell, of the American Presbyterian Mission at Changteh, 
Hunan. 

“Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. 
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393.11/912 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

No. 1199 Wasbcington, April 29, 1929. 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 1951 dated 
February 21, 1929, enclosing a copy of despatch No. 14 dated February 
15, 1929, from the American Consul at Tsinan,®® in which the Consul 
raises the question of the advice that should be given to American 
citizens and firms resident within the Japanese occupied area in the 
absence of any responsible Chinese authorities and the apparent dis- 
inclination of the Japanese to assume responsibility. A copy of your 
instruction in reply dated February 21 was also enclosed in which 
you instructed the Consul to inform interested American citizens and 
jfirms of the conditions obtaining in the area, leaving the question of 
their remaining or of leaving the district for the decision of the indi- 
vidual or firm concerned. You added that in the event of an actual 
case of loss or damage to an American citizen or firm you would 
request a ruling from the Department concerning the question of 
political responsibility and the procedure to be followed in filing claim 
for loss or damage. 

It would seem from information reaching the Department that a 
settlement of the Tsinan incident has been reached between the 
Japanese and Chinese Governments which provides inter alia for the 
withdrawal of Japanese troops from Shantung. In the event that 
this is carried out, it seems probable that the unusual circumstances 
hitherto obtaining in the area along the Shantung Railway affected 
by the presence and activities of the Japanese military forces will 
cease, and that American citizens and firms living or represented in 
that area will look to the responsible Chinese authorities for protec- 
tion in the same manner as in other parts of China. 

The Department believes that any American citizen or firm desiring 
the assistance of the Department in the presentation of a claim for 
indemnification of losses suffered in the region along the Shantung 
Railway during the period of the occupation of that Railway by 
Japanese military forces should be asked to prepare his claim in 
accordance with the form prescribed by the Department. Upon re- 
ceipt of the application, the Department would consider it with a view 
to determining whether the grounds upon which it was based were 
sufficient to warrant its presentation to the Government indicated in 
the application as the one responsible. 

A copy of this instruction is transmitted herewith to be forwarded 
to the American Consul at Tsinan. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

NniiSoi^ Truster Johnson 


®® Not printed. 
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393,11/972 

The A/merican Minister in China {McacMwray) to the British 
Minister in China {Lampson) 

Peking, April 30, 1929. 

Sir and Dear Colleague: \ have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of April 26th informing me that, in 
view of the recent disturbances at Changteh and reports that foreign 
life was in danger, a British Naval landing party from H.M.S. 
Widgeon proceeded there on April 18th in an armed motor-tug accom- 
panied by Mr. Harding, His Majesty’s Consul at Changsha, who 
later reported to you that the party returned to Changsha on April 
22nd bringing with them a number of refugees, including two Ameri- 
can citizens, Mr. Tootell and Miss Jacobson, but that an American 
family named Wager declined to leave Changteh, although the situ- 
ation there was disquieting at the time. 

Please accept my warmest thanks for the very real service rendered 
by this British party to the American citizens concerned. I shall be 
grateful if you will express to Mr. Harding and to the British Naval 
authorities my appreciation of their services. 

I avail myself [etc.] J. V. A. MacMurray 


893.00/10424 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Canton {Jenkins) to the Secretary of State 

Canton, May 9, 1929 — 10 p. m, 
[Received May 9 — 3 p. m.] 

Referring to my telegram of May 8, 4 p. Four Cantonese aero- 
planes bombed three pro-Kwangsi cruisers in the harbor today, drop- 
ping five or six bombs which fell in the river and did no serious damage. 
Chinese cruisers then moved upstream to Shameen and anchored 
amongst foreign merchant vessels, whereupon provincial authorities 
called upon consular body to force cruisers to surrender, failing which 
renewal of bombardment was threatened. Negotiations were begun 
between authorities and rebellious cruisers, with consuls and naval 
officers concerned trying to mediate. Only result was promise from 
both sides that negotiation should be resumed tomorrow at 10 o’clock 
and that there should be no hostilities in the meantime. I hope agree- 
ment will be kept but I feel somewhat doubtful of good faith of 
commander of cruisers. If no agreement is reached tomorrow and 
Government forces insist on attacking cruisers, foreign gunboats may 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2123, 
June 1 ; received July 5, 1929. 

“Not printed. 
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have to change position and Shameen will be in considerable danger. 

General situation seems to have greatly improved in respect of 
Cantonese forces which now show some determination to fight. 

JimisiNS 


893.00/10434 : Telegram 

TTie Consul General at Canton {JerJcms) to the Secretary of State 

CANTOisr, May ll, 1929 — ^3 p. m. 

[Received May 12—12 : 15 p. m.] 

Referring to my telegram of May 9, 10 p. m., and May 10, 6 p. m.®^ 
Before Chinese renewed negotiations yesterday morning, I, as Senior 
Consul, consulted my colleagues and senior naval officers who author- 
ized me to warn commander of revolting gunboats that if he failed to 
reach agreement with Cantonese authorities and persisted in remain- 
ing near Shameen and amongst foreign gunboats, commanders of 
foreign gunboats would probably find it necessary to change their 
positions which might make it possible for Cantonese aeroplanes to 
renew attack. 

This seemed to have desired effect on revolting commander who 
assumed a more reasonable attitude, ahd good progress was made to- 
wards surrender until early afternoon when revolting commander un- 
expectedly refused to sign agreement on the ground that he must con- 
sult his officers and men. He then returned to ships and it began to 
look as though local government would insist upon aeroplane attack. 
As this would have been dangerous to Shameen residents, consuls 
warned their respective nationals accordingly and foreign gunboats 
prepared to change positions slightly in order not to embarrass aero- 
plane operations. 

However, at 3 : 30 p. m., commanders from revolting gunboats re- 
turned to Consulate, and negotiations were resumed, with the result 
that gunboats surrendered about 6 p. m., and the incident appears 
closed. 

Terms of settlement were not disclosed to consular body but it is 
understood that certain money payments were made to crew and 
officers with the exception of leaders in revolt. Just what will be done 
to these leaders is not known but it is hoped that government will not 
resort to harsh measures. 

This incident has been one of the most difficult consular body has 
had to meet in years. Consuls recognized that local officials were 
representatives of recognized Central Government and that foreign 
gunboats could not permit revolting Chinese men-of-war to seek 


Latter not printed. 
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shelter indefinitely under shadow of Shameen and foreign gunboats. 
At the same time consular body did not wish to admit specifically that 
local authorities had right to subject Shameen and foreign men-of-war 
to serious danger while launching attack on the Chinese gunboats. 
Consular body believed, however, that the local authorities had right 
to demand that foreign men-of-war withdraw in order that an aero- 
plane attack might be launched. 

Consuls assumed no responsibility or guarantees in connection with 
settlement but advised them and encouraged negotiations in order to 
avoid further hostilities which might involve Shameen and foreign 
gunboats. Local authorities has lhave] verbally expressed thanks for 
assistance rendered. I permitted negotiations between Chinese to occur 
at Consulate General, and commander. United States ship Tulsa^ Sis 
senior naval officer, allowed the Chinese commander to spend night 
of 9th on board. This was done at the request of local government 
and with the consent of the Chinese commander himself as a means of 
insuring that local gunboats would not attack city during the night. 

Kwangsi offensive appears to have collapsed. Local government 
assures me Kwangsi troops on West River are retreating towards 
Wuchow and that Kweilin is in danger of capture from the north. 
Troops in the city appear to be loyal, and government’s attitude has 
stiffened very considerably. It seems evident now that Kwangsi’s 
plans miscarried. British naval wireless informs me all Americans up 
West River are quite safe. Full reports being [apparent omission] 
by mail. 

Legation has been informed. 

Jenkins 


893.00/10434 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMurray) 

Washington, May 14^ 1929 — 5 p. m. 

159. Canton’s May 11, 8 p. m., to Department regarding incident 
of three Chinese gunboats anchored near Shameen. 

On basis of reports by Jenkins Department considers that he is to 
be highly commended for the manner in which he handled a threatening 
situation. Department is gratified that this danger to the foreign 
community appears to have been obviated and without the interven- 
tion of foreign naval vessels. Department is gratified also at close 
cooperation evident between American Consul General and senior 
American naval officer and feels that credit is likewise due latter for 
favorable outcome of the incident. Unless you entertain dissenting 
view please inform Jenkins of the Department’s commendation. 

Stiimcson 
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893.00/10444 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 18, 1929—1 p. m. 

[Keceived May 18— 11 : 30 a. m.] 
397. Fo^owiIlg from American Consul General at Canton; 

^^May 17, 4 p. m. Preparatory to launching an attack on Wuchow, 
Cantonese authorities are endeavoring to stop all traffic on the West 
Eiver. Gunboats and airplanes will probably be used in the attack; 
and, as there is likely to be considerable damages to foreigners, I have 
telegraphed advising all American women and children to leave for 
Hong Kong. I have also requested commander of the South China 
Patrol to send XJ.S.S. Guo/m to Wuchow to assist in evacuation if 
necessary. 


MaoMtjkrat 


893.00/10445 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 18, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received May 18 — 2 : 30 p. m.] 

400. 1. Following from American Consul at Swatow: 

“May 17, 4 p. m. Kwangsi ^ adherents evacuating Swatow hur- 
riedly. . . . Due to the possibility of disorders during the period 
of transition . . . , I request the presence of an American warship, 
if one be available.” 

2. Message has been repeated to commander in chief United States 
Asiatic Fleet with my concurrence in request. 

MacMtterax 


893.00/10447 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 19, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received May 19 — ^11 ; 45 a. m.] 

401. My 397, May 18, 1 p. m. Following from American Consul 
General at Canton : 

“May 18, 1 p. m. Commissioner of Foreign Affairs has just informed 
me that Canton Government intends to close West River to merchant 
shipping and foreign men-of-war during next fourteen days when 
it hopes to capture Wuchow. Commissioner said, however, that evacu- 


This telegram from the OonsTil General at Canton was received direct by the 
Department on May 18 at 9 : 03 p. m. 
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ation of foreimers would be permitted and that the passage of one 
gunboat to and from Wuchow would be allowed for this purpose. 

I told Commissioner that I would refer matter to my Government, 
but said, in the meantime, that American men-of-war would undoubt- 
edly go wherever they felt their presence was needed in protection of 
American lives and property under treaties. I added, however, that 
as far as conditions permitted I felt sure our gunboats would endeavor 
not to embarrass local government in its military operations. 

United States ship Chicmi^ is now on her way to Wuchow, and there 
is no American ship in Canton at present.” 

I am repeating this telegram by commercial to commander of the 
South China Patrol at Hong Kong. 

MaoMtjerat 


893.00/10491 

The Consul at Tsinan {Stanton) to the Minister in China 
{MacMurray) 

[Extract] 

No. 32 May 22, 1929. 

Sir: 

Recent reports received from American missionaries stationed at 
Weihsien on the Kiaochow-Tsinan Railway contain most harrowing 
details of the looting and pillaging of Loan and Showkwang, to the 
northwest of Weihsien. Both places were attacked and looted by the 
combined bandit-military forces of Liu Hei-ch’i and Tao Pao- 
chang . . . There are no American missionaries resident in either 
of these places but American missions own property at both Loan and 
Showkwang. The mission premises were thoroughly looted in both 
places, and in the case of Loan, seriously damaged by shell fire. The 
looting and damaging of this American property has already been 
brought to the attention of the Commissioner for Foreign Affairs with 
the request that General Ch’en take immediate steps to protect 
American property in this area and prevent the recurrence of similar 
depredations. The Consulate has not yet been informed whether the 
Missions concerned wish to present any claim for the looting and 
damaging of their property. . . . 

I have [etc.] E. F. Stanton 


* Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 32, 
of the same date ; received June 22, 1929. 

Gen. Ch’en T’iao-yuan, acting chairman of the Shantung Provincial Govern- 
ment. 
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893.00/10453 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (^MacMurray) to the Secretary^ of State 

Peking, May 23, 1929 — ^7 p. m. 

■ [Received 9: 04 p. 

414. My 401, May 19, noon. Following from the American Consul 
General at Canton: 

“May 22, 4 p. m. Referring to my telegram of May 18, 1 p. m. Con- 
sular representatives concerned have received identic notes from the 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs advising us of closing of West River 
to navigation for 14 days including foreign men-of-war and merchant- 
men. As Senior Consul, I have replied for myself and Consul[s] 
General of Japan, France, Great Britain and Portugal, calling atten- 
tion to our rights under treaties and [sic] but promising to endeavor 
to conform as far as practicable in this instance to the wishes of the 
Chinese authorities, subject to instructions that may be received from 
our respective Governments; at the same time, nowever, warning 
CMnese authorities that men-of-war must continue the performance 
of their duties as authorized under the treaties and that, should diflSl- 
culties result, in respect to either men-of-war or merchantmen, re- 
sponsibility will rest with the Chinese authorities. 

Consular and naval representatives have decided that men-of-war 
p ha.11 avoid West River as far as possible for the present, but what our 
attitude should be as to merchant ships is not so clear. 

For the present, British merchant ships are not going up the West 
River, but it seems likely that convoys may become necessary if the 
blockade is prolonged. We have no ships on the West River except 
Standard Oil Company lighters, which company will probably wish 
to send up under convoy if the blockade continued unduly. 

I am keeping in close touch with my colleagues; but, beforehand, 
would appreciate suggestions from the Legation as to how our mer- 
chant ships have [apparent omission] similar emergencies on the 
Yangtze. Consuls are agreed that, as duly constituted authorities, 
Cantonese should be allowed as much freedom as possible in their 
effort to suppress Kwangsi clique. 

Legation has replied as follows : 

“May 23, 6 p. m. Your May 22, 4 p. m., has been repeated to the 
Department. Legation approves action which you have taken. If 
blockade continues unduly and American merchant shipping becomes 
acutely affected, the Legation will give further consideration to 
question.” 

MacMukeat 


Telegram in two sections. 
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893.00/10464 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Canton {Jenkins') to the Secretary of State 

Canton, May 24, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Keceived May 24 — 10 : 55 a. m.] 
Referring to my telegram of May 22, 10 a. m.®® Canton Govern- 
ment again notified me yesterday that the offensive against Wuchow 
is to be resumed with vigor both by land and water. I passed 
information on to commander of the South China Patrol who now 
informs me that the U. S. S. 6hmm left Wuchow this morning with 
six Americans for Hong Kong. This indicates that about thirty 
Americans have remained in Wuchow in spite of warnings. Com- 
mander of the Guam reports that Kwangsi authorities will not de- 
fend Wuchow but intend to withdraw to the interior. 

Private messengers from Shiuchow on Canton-Hankow Railway 
report that Communists under Chu Teh are approaching the city 
which is defenseless. These Communists have already looted several 
towns on northern border of Kwangsi and were formerly active in 
southern Kwangsi. Consuls interested urged Cantonese Government 
to send troops to protect Shiuchow, and the Government has prom- 
ised to despatch 1,000 men. 

The Legation has been informed. 

Jeneuts 


893.1111 Holleman, C.H./l : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 28, 1929 — noon. 

[Received May 28 — ^9 : 25 a. m.] 
426. Following from American Consul at Amoy : 

“May 27, 4 p. m. Communist force, estimated 2,000, raided Amer- 
ican Reformed Church Mission, Lungyenchou, May 23rd, looting 
everything except hospital equipment but did not damage buildings. 
No Chinese persons or property interfered with in the city and Com- 
munists retired towards Shanghang and Tingchowfu same day, tak- 
ing Doctor C. H. Holleman prisoner with them. Mrs. Holleman, 
Mrs. Poppen and four children escaped, reaching Amoy today safely. 
Communists told Chinese they required Holleman to render medical 
services. I have asked authorities to take all possible steps to estab- 
lish commimication and obtain his release by negotiation. Also a 
Chinese connected with the mission is following Communists [with ?] 


“ Not printed. 
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same purpose. I am endeavoring to inform General Chang Chen 
through the American Consul at Swatow.” 

This telegrarn is being repeated to American Consul at Nanking 
■with the following instruction : 

“Please inf orm Minister of Foreign Ajffairs, urgently requesting 

Jus assistance m effecting the release of Holleman.” 

For the Minister: 

Perkins 

893.00/10463 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 29, 1929 — 3 p. m, 
[Received May 29— 10 : 40 a. m.®*] 

431. My 400, May 18, 4 p. m. Following from American Consul at 
Swatow: 

“May 28, 4 p. m. U. S. S. Tylsa arrived at Swatow evening 21st. 
On the 23rd morning three Chinese warships arrived here and sent 
representatives to me with the request that I assist them to meet the 
commandant of the hundred and fifty Kwangsi troops in Swatow, 
informing me that they intended to demand the surrender of Swatow 
on threat of bombardment. I arranged to have the commandant call 
at the Consulate to meet the representatives. I declined to be present 
at the conference and do not know what demands were made or the 
replies t^hereto. I was informed by both parties that nothing was 
accomplished. On the 24th morning I accompanied Captain Decker 
to call on the commander of the Chinese warships to ascertain his 
intentions (his representatives had informed me on the day before 
that he would bombard the city should it not surrender immediately) . 
The commander of the Chinese warships stated that he did not 
[apparent omission] to bombard the city if it could be avoided. He 
r^uested that Captain Decker and I arrange a meeting between 
himself and the local commander. The conference took place on 
board the Tulsa the 24th afternoon with no result. One of the war 
vessels left for Hong Kong the 25th evening, two for Amoy the 26tb 
morning. There are about one thousand Kwangsi troops in Chao.- 
chowfu and one hundred and fifty in Swatow. I have been informed 
privately that Chang Chen will make a general attack on the Kwangsi 
forces today. All inland communications are cut off and all shops 
are closed today.” 

F or the Minister : 

Perkins 

“Telegram in two sections. 
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393.1111 Holleman, C.H./6 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 31, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Eeceived May 31 — 10:63 a. m.’"] 

437. My 426, May 28, noon. 

1. [Following from] American Consul at Swatow : 

“May 30, noon. Tvlsa left here la^ night for Amoy under orders 
commander in chief. Swatow is being held by Kwangsi adherents 
with 150 soldiers in Swatow and 1,000 Chaochowfu. Commander 
an ex-bandit. Armed robberies occur daily in Swatow but the victims 
[will?] not report to the police authorities, on account of fear of 
reprisals. Putnam has requested me to convey messages to Chang 
Chen concerning Holleman. To do so I must close the Consulate 
temporarily and travel through the lines of the contending factions. 
The trip would require about two days. Request instructions and 
suggest that Ttdsa return immediately to Swatow.” 

I am replying as follows : 

“May 31, 3 p. m. Your May 30, noon. In view of your May 28, 
4 p. m., and of other reports indicating the probability of an early 
attack on Swatow, the Xiegation deems it inadvisable that at this 
juncture you close the Consulate and endeavor to get into personal 
contact with Chang Chen by trip through the fighting lines. You 
should however make every effort to reach Chang by special messenger 
or by other means. The Legation authorizes reasonable expenditure 
for this purpose. Please keep the Legation fully informed. Should 
it prove impossible to dispose of message to Chang Chen concerning 
Holleman, or should there be any manked change in the situation, 
the Legation may reconsider proposal for your personal visit to 
Chang. 

(2) Is your request for return of the Tulsa based on the local 
situation? 

(3) Your telegram and this reply are being repeated to the com- 
mander in chief.” 

2. Department’s authorization is requested for expenditure referred 
to. 

3. Above telegrams are being repeated to commander in chief. 

For the Minister: 

Pbekins 


“Telegram in two sections. 

” John B. Putnam, Consul at Amoy. 
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393,1111 Holleman, C.H./7 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, June 1, 1929—7 p. m. 

[Received June 1 — 4:35 p. 

439. My 437, May 31, 5 p. m. Following naval radiogram from 
Amoy: 

^ “The following is for the American Minister from the American 
Consul, Amoy: TIolleman is now at Engteng, according to a letter 
received today by his wife. A ransom of $50,000 is demanded but 
they may accept less. ySTith the assistance of Lungyen Chinese who 
are in communication with the doctor, the mission is trying to arrange 
the ransom, doing everything possible to secure his release. He has 
so far been well treated. I fear his death will result if any attempt 
is made to use force. A very confidential explanation dated May 
26th to Lungyen Chinese from HoUeman states that he is in serious 
danger unless $10,000 ransom is paid within a week. Local au- 
thorities promise every aid to secure his release by the authorities. 
Putnam.’ 

2. Message repeated to American Consul at ITanking with instruc- 
tions to push representations to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
urging immediate assistance in securing release of HoUeman. 

3. Message repeated to American Consul at Swatow with foUowing 
instructions, modifying my instructions of May 31, 3 p. m. 

“Since American Consul at Amoy reports official and private nego- 
tiations now in progress in Fukien and that he fears use of force will 
result in death of HoUeman, you should refrain from representa- 
tions to General Chang Chen pending further advices from the 
Legation or direct from American Consul at Am oy in event of 
urgency.” 

4. Amoy informed of action taken. 

F or the Minister : 

Perkins 


893.00/10471 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, June 3, 1929 — ^noon. 
[Received June 3 — 9 : 45 a. 

441. 1. Following from American Consul at Swatow: 

“June 1, 11 a. m. The Commissioner of Public Safety has peti- 
tioned to grant him asylum in the Consulate when Swatow is taken 
by Cantonese. He is a local politician, and if I do not consent he wiU 

” Telegram in two sections. , , , . 
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run away to Hong Kong, immediately leaving the police without a 
head, which will endanger American lives and property. He would 
remain at the Consulate for only a few hours until I could arrange 
for his passage to Hong Kong. In view of the peculiar circum- 
stances I request authority to comply with his wishes.” 

2. I am replying as follows: 

‘^June 3, 11 a. m. Your June 1, 11 a. m. 

(1) The Legation is of the opinion that a prearranged understand- 
ing or r)romise on your part to grant asylum as suggested might have 
the indirect effect of assisting one faction against the other in this 
case, apparently the faction "^ich is opposing the forces cooperating 
with the recognized Nanking Government. 

In any case such a promise would expose the Consulate to the pos- 
sibility of a charge of this kind and would constitute a very dan- 
gerous precedent. 

(2) In further reference to your May 30j noon, and the Legation’s 
May 31, 3 p. m., paragraph (2), if you consider local situation threat- 
ens safety of Americans and property, the Legation will ask the 
commander in chief for the immediate despatch of a war vessel to 
Swatow.” 

3. Telegrams mentioned in my reply were repeated to the Depart- 
ment in the Legation’s 437, May 31, 5 p. m. 

For the Minister: 

Perkins 


893.00/10470 : Telegram 

T?ie Oonsid General at Canton {Jenkins^ to the Secretary of Stale 

Canton, June 3, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received J une 3 — 10 : 48 a. m.] 
Cantonese naval forces occupied Wuchow last night without oppo- 
sition. River will be reopened to navigation immediately. 

Legation has been informed. 

Jenkins 


393.1111 Holleraan,C.H./9 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretcory of State 

Peking, June 5, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 7 : 15 p. m.] 

447. My 439, June 1, 7 p. m. 

1- Following from American Consul at Amoy : 

J une 4, 3 p. m. Letter received from Holleman by Lungyenchou 
Chinese stating that he escaped 28th and was making his way toward 
Taipu where he is trying to reach Swatow. Believed that owing to 
conditions in Swatow district his arrival there may be delayed or he 
may have to return overland to Amoy via Pingwo. Chinese authori- 
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ties trying to inf orm General Chang Chen requesting verification and 
protection. Have telegraphed Berger requesting him try to verify 
^d render any assistance possible.” 

• • » • . 0 • 

For the Minister : 

Pekkiks 

393 . 11/1009 

TTie Gotisv^ Ge^LeTaZ at SaTiTcow (^LockTiart) to the Hfi'nisteT in OJiina 

(MacMurrayY^ 

li. No. 764: BCankow, July 17, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Legation's circular telegram of 
February 20, 1929, in which it was stated that the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the National Government had informed Mr. Perkins that it 
was the definite policy of the National Government to restore to the 
owners all foreign property occupied by Chinese civil or military au- 
thorities wherever located, and to state that during the past month 
numerous cases of the occupancy by Chinese soldiers of American 
mission property have been brought to the attention of the Consulate 
General. This recrudescence of the violation of American property 
by Chinese soldiers has been particularly noticeable in Honan Prov- 
ince, where, it is understood, there are many troops under the com- 
mand of General Tang Seng-chi. During General Tang’s rule in the 
Hankow area the occupation of mission property was very general. 
The practice has become very annoying and almost intolerable to 
American mission enterprises, many of which feel that with the cul- 
mination of internecine warfare there is ho longer the least excuse for 
the occupation of their property. All of these cases have been reported 
by me to the respective Commissioners of Foreign Affairs and efforts 
are being made to have the properties vacated. A separate despatch 
is being sent to the Legation concerning recent cases of occupation. 

In this connection, I wish to state that I believe that the assurances 
given to Mr. Perkins by the Nanking authorities last February have 
been utterly valueless, so far as this consular district is concerned, and 
it is quite possible that the present system of depending on the Nanking 
authorities to have foreign property vacated has been equally inef- 
fective in other consular districts. I now offer for the Legation’s con- 
sideration as an alternative to the present plan or to supplement it, the 
suggestion that the Legation request of the National Government a 


David O. Berger, Consul at Swatow. 

” The Minister in China in telegram No. 501, June 24, reported Dr. HoUeman’s 
safe arrival at Amoy from Swatow (393.1111 Holleman,C.H./29) . 

™Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
October 25, 1929. 

■^^The reference is apparently to Mr. Perkins’ conversation with the Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on January 17, reported in his memorandum dated 

TTAhm a T'XT' "ffi zLQA 
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number of proclamations, bearing the chop of the Commander in Chief 
of the Army, Na-vy and Aerial Forces, forbidding the occupancy of 
American property by Chinese soldiers. Such proclamations could he 
issued in blocks and sent to the consulates in China concerned with this 
problem and by them distributed to the American properties in need 
of protection. This method would have the very great advantage of 
tending to prevent the occupation by troops of the National Govern- 
ment of American property rather than to obtain repossession after 
Chinese soldiers had occupied and damaged the property. 

I am somewhat strengthened in my belief that this procedure would 
meet with the favor of the National Government, if that Government 
is sincere in its desire to prevent depredations by soldiers, by the fact 
that the local Commissioner of Foreign Affairs under date of June 14, 
1929, transmitted to this office a number of proclamations, chopped by 
the Commander in Chief of the Army, Navy and Aerial Forces, for 
the use of foreigners going to Eakungshan, Honan, for the sununer 
months. The proclamation, a copy of which is attached,’^® translates 
as follows: “Foreigners enjoying their summer vacations must be af- 
forded protection ; private dwellings must not be occupied”. I believe 
that if the Legation can obtain from the National Government procla- 
mations, similar to the one enclosed, for posting on American property 
in the interior of China, they will serve very effectually in freeing such 
property from occupancy by Chinese soldiery and may, in many in- 
stances, prevent future occupancy. If the Nanking authorities should 
agree to this suggestion it would be well for the proclamations to be 
phrased in more emphatic terms than is the case with the proclama- 
tions issued for the foreign residents of Kikungshan. 

Since the above was written I have obtained from the Commissioner 
of Foreign Affairs at Hankow four proclamations bearing the chop of 
General Chiang Nai Shih forbidding the occupation of private prop- 
erty in Hupeh Frovince by Chinese troops. One of the proclama- 
tions is enclosed herewith, together with a translation.®® 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lookhaet 

393.116S/342 

The Consul General at Hankow (Zochhart) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1190 Hankow, August 6, 1929. 

[Received September 14.] 

Sm: 


... I beg now to make further observations on the question of 
depredations committed by the military on American mission prop- 

” Note on file copy reads: “[Attached] to original only.” 

” Generalissimo Ohiang Kai-shek. 

" Note on file copy reads : “Attached to original only.” 
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erty in this consular district, as well as in the Changsha and Chung- 
king consular districts ... I deem it now advisable, in order that 
there may be a concise and continuous record in the Department of 
these unlawful acts, to give in this despatch a brief summary of cases 
of depredation not previously reported to the Department, most of 
which were committed during the past twelve months. 

The various reasons which have prompted the occupation of mission- 
ary properties, and the means adopted to curb the evil as much* as it 
was possible to do, have been recounted in the previous despatches 
herein mentioned, and no attempt will be made now to repeat them 
here. It is pertinent to remark, however, that public utterances and 
oflBlcial assurances given by the National Government authorities at 
Nanking have been persistently violated by military officials in vari- 
ous parts of the three consular districts administered by this office. 
There have been periods, however, when there were but few cases 
of occupation of missionary property in the three districts in question, 
but these periods have invariably been confined to a time when no 
major military operation was being undertaken. The instances of 
occupation of American property have multiplied many fold since the 
beginning of the campaign by the National Army last March against 
tjie Kwangsi Group and later against Feng Yu-hsiang. As the armies 
of the recognized Government of China moved up the Yangtze Valley 
and spread to the south, west and north of Kliukiang and Hankow 
during the months of March and April of the present year the occupa- 
tion of mission property became more and more prevalent. Not only 
was missionary property occupied in various places as hereinafter 
described, but the arrival of the Natidnal Army in Hankow on April 
4, 1929, was the signal for the occupation of many pieces of foreign 
business property in the city. While there were no cases involving 
the occupancy of American business property, properties belonging to 
other nationals were occupied by officers and men of the newly arrived 
army. The most persistent representations on the part of the repre- 
sentatives of the Governments whose nationals’ property was being 
occupied were absolutely ignored except in a few isolated cases. This 
state of affairs continued even after the arrival of Chiang Kai-shek in 
Hankow and notwithstanding oral representations made to him by 
the Consular representatives concerned. It was not until after con- 
tingents of troops occupying foreign properties in the city of Hankow 
were moved to new stations that such properties were vacated, except, 
as stated above, in a few isolated cases. It is worthy of note that 
assurances were communicated almost daily to owners of properties 
and to the consular officers concerned that the occupied properties 
would be surrendered, but in spite of these promises occupation con- 
tinued in most cases until the troops moved on to new stations. 
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Mission properties at Hankow of all nationalities, so far as I hav< 
been able to ascertain, were free of occupation, but no sooner had th( 
National Army invaded northern and western Hupeh and Honai 
than numerous cases of occupation of American mission property wert 
brought to my attention. The Commissioners of Foreign Affair 
in Hupeh and Honan were repeatedly reminded by me of the art 
nounced policy of the National Government not to permit troops tc 
occupy foreign mission property and all specific cases of occupatior 
were brought to the attention of the authorities. I found but litth 
effort being made by these officials to prevent the occupation of mig . 
sion property and the efforts put forth in that direction were, until 
recently, quite perfunctory, as were the efforts to have troops removed 
from occupied property- The area in which this condition was most 
flagrant was the province of Honan into which many thousands oi 
Nationalist soldiers had been despatched in connection with the cam- 
paign against Feng Yu-hsiang. It is sigiaificant that General Tong 
Sen-chi [Tang STieng-ehi~\^ who was one of the most notorious violators 
of foreign mission property rights of all the generals who invaded 
this area from Canton in 1926 and 1927, was the General in command 
of a large area in Honan from which the reports of unlawful occupa- 
tions reached this office. Wliile these depredations were not by any 
means confined to the troops under the command of Tong-Sen-chi, a 
close check on the many occupations in Honan would doubtless reveal 
that not a few cases are directly attributable to his long established 
policy of occupying foreign mission property whenever and wherever 
it may be required. 

That so many cases of the occupation of foreign mission property 
should recently have been brought to the attention of this Consulate 
General when the National Government at Nanking is proclaiming 
that it is now a unified government whose authority extends through- 
out the whole of China would be ludicrous if it were not so serious. 
There is but one conclusion that can be drawn from this situation, and 
that is that the National Government either does not possess sufficient 
authority to prevent its own troops from occupying such property or 
else the National Government, with its full knowledge and consent, 
encourages its military leaders to use the properties in whatever man- 
ner they may choose. For my part, I thoroughly believe that the 
National Government at Nanking possesses sufficient authority, by 
invoking measures which might even call for drastic disciplinary steps 
towards officers guilty of permitting these depredations, to cause every 
piece of American mission property to be vacated within five days time 
and to absolutely prevent henceforth the occupation of any piece of 
mission property by soldiers in the Hankow, Chungking and Chang- 
sha consular districts. If the National Government possesses a will 



CHim 


469 

to protect foreign property as it now claims that it is in a position to 
do, there is not the slightest doubt but that complaints of the occupa- 
tion of mission property would cease in short order if only the authori- 
ties at Nanking would apply the same means of punishment to the 
officers guilty of these depredations that the officers themselves often 
apply to so-called agitators and petty law breakers. I believe that I 
am safe in saying that practically every instance of the occupation of 
a piece of American mission property has been at the instance, or 
with the consent, of an officer of considerable rank. 

I am not informed as to whether it has been the practice of all 
American Consular officers in China to report every case of the occu- 
pation of American mission property since the beginning of the revo- 
lutionary period, but I venture to say that the number of such depre- 
dations within the last three years far outnumbers any like period in 
the history of missionary enterprise in China. Certainly that is true 
of the Hankow, Changsha, and Chungking consular districts. This 
condition may be due to the fact that more major military campaigns 
have been conducted in these three districts than in others for the 
three-year period, but the fact remains that there have been 112 such 
cases, practically every one of which has been reported to the Lega- 
tion. This despatch should complete the record in the Department to 
date. 

It is to be regretted that but few missionary societies have pre- 
sented claims to indemnify them for the losses sustained and for the 
use of commandeered properties. If all mission societies would adopt 
a course calling for reimbursement the total amount would be sur- 
prisingly large and might impress the Chinese authorities of the mag- 
nitude of this evil and the monetary loss suffered by the mission 
societies. So much of the property has been wantonly destroyed that 
the Chinese Government should not be kept in ignorance, if indeed it 
is ignorant, of its complete failure to control even its own forces. It 
must be remembered that practically every case of occupation and 
deliberate destruction of property has been by armed forces belonging 
to organized Chinese armies and in recent months by troops of the 
Government recognized by the Government of the United States. 
There could scarcely be better grounds for presenting claims for 
indemnification than for damages wrought by men in uniform belong- 
ing to the army of a recognized Government. I might add also that 
there is scarcely a country in the world that would not be quick to 
recognize the justice of a claim of this character. In this general con- 
nection the attention of the Department is invited to case No. 40 on 
page 15 of this despatch reported by Reverend Peter Valder. Par- 
ticular attention is invited to the following observations made by the 
Reverend Mr. Valder : 

323423 — 13 — vol. ii 39 



470 


FOKEIOasr RELATIONS, 1929, VmSUME II 


^‘Enclosed kindly receive a Chinese card with name and rank of the 
military officer, who forcefully occupied our mission compound for two 
weeks at Tungpeh, Honan, from June 24tli, 1929. 

‘^The officer referred to was very imposing and threatened to beat up 
our Chinese co-workers, if they did not yield to his demands. 

‘‘It is earnestly hoped the Chinese authorities will endeavor ‘to 
save their face’ and discipline such brutes in uniform in the future.” 

There is also quoted, as follows, an excerpt from a letter dated July 
28, from Eeverend E. T. Sheehan at Poyang, Kiangsi, commenting on 
this practice of National Government soldiers : 

“I would be very thankful to you if you could make the Nationalist 
Government of China understand that as there is neither reason nor 
excuse for the soldiers entering our residences at this time, it should 
either take measures to keep soldiers out or be^ willing to pay an 
indemnity. Our properties are private. We will neither rent nor 
loan to any soldiers.” 

The following brief r6sum4 of cases involving the occupancy of 
mission property in recent months will afford an idea of the extent 
to which this evil has been permitted to flourish under the National 
Government : 

[Here follows a list of 43 cases, of which there were 12 in Honan, 
14 in Hunan, 5 in Hupeh, 5 in Kansu, 4 in Eaangsi, and 3 in Szechwan.] 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lockhart 

393.1163Am3/75 

The OoTistd General at Hankow (Lockhart') to the Minister in China 

(MacMurray) 

L. No. 785 Hankow, August 7, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter which has recently 
been received from the Eight Eeverend E. T. Sheehan, concerning the 
occupancy of Catholic Mission property in I Yang, Kiangsi, by Chi- 
nese soldiers, together with a complete file of the correspondence in the 
case,®^ as indicative of the action taken by the Consulate General to 
obtain the return of the property to the mission. 

In this connection the Legation’s attention is respectfully invited 
to the Consulate General’s despatch L. No. 765, dated July 18, 1929,®^ 
and particularly to the last sentence of the subject matter thereof 
wherein it was stated that “missionary interests in this consular dis- 
trict feel rather strongly that the National Government is utterly 
indifferent to this evil and that the Nanking authorities should now 
demonstrate their sincerity by adopting effective measures to abolish 

“ Copy forwarded to the Department without covering despatch ; received 
September 28, 1929. 

* Not printed- 
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the practice.” By way of suggestion, it has occurred to me that the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the National Government may wish 
to make public pronouncement of the National Government’s policy 
to restore to the owners all foreign occupied property, as conveyed 
to Mr. Perkins in the conversation which served as the basis for the 
Legation’s telegraphic instruction of February 20 — ^6 p. m.®^ I may 
add that conditions in this consular district with respect to the occu- 
pation of American property by Chinese soldiers and officials are ex- 
tremely deplorable and are showing no improvement. It is true that 
it is generally possible to obtain the removal of the troops after about 
two months of negotiation with the local authorities but in most cases 
their removal is actually merely due to military maneuvers and often 
means that one property in one place is vacated and another in some 
other city or village is occupied. ^ 

I entertain the hope that the Legation will find an opportunity to 
impress upon the National Government the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, so that the government may institute effective remedial 
measures. 

I have [etc.] "" F. P. Lookbcart 


393.1163/356 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of StaAe 

No. 2329 Peeping, September 3, 1929. 

[Received October 25.] 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a despatch L. No. 800, of 
August 17, 1929, addressed to the Legation by the Consul General at 
Hankow,®* from which it will be seen that the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance is of the opinion that the question of making claims 
of the Chinese Government for indemnity for losses sustained by the 
mission should be left entirely to the discretion of the American Gov- 
ernment on the groxmd that the mission’s work in China is carried on 
under existing Sino-American treaties. 

While the Government has the right, in the enforcement of treaty 
provisions defining the rights and privileges of American citizens, to 
determine, irrespective of the desires of individual sufferers or claun- 
ants, whether or not to exact indemnity or compensation in any par- 
ticular instance, I do not feel, as a general rule, that imtiative in the 
matter of claims should rest exclusively with the Department or that 
American citizens can divest themselves of the responsibility of decid- 
ing themselves whether they wish to prepare and have filed claims for 

*^See memoranctum by Mr. Perkins of bis conversation with tbe Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on January IT, p. 436. 

**Not printed. 



472 


POREIGOSr RELArri<>KS, 1929, YOUUME II 


losses incurred by them. Before replying to Mr. Lockhart in that sense, 
however, I beg to request an expression of the Department’s views on 
the subject.®* 

I have [etc,] J. V. A. MaoMuhrat 

893.801 Searcli/4 

The American Minister in China {McLcMurray) to the Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs {G. T. Wang) 

No. 867 Peiping, September 12, 1929. 

ExcEnuBNcy : I have the honor to invite Your Excellency’s attention 
to the unauthorized action of certain military authorities in Shanghai 
in boarding and searching the S. S. Chi Chuen^ an American vessel 
belonging to the Yangtze Eapid[s] Steamship Company, Federal In- 
corporated U. S. A., at 10 : 15 a. m. on August 9th, while the vessel was 
entering the Whangpoo Eiver on a voyage from Chungking to 
Shanghai. 

In this relation I have the honor to enclose a copy of a statement of 
the Master, Captain Harris,®^ in regard to the incident. A perusal of 
this statement with particular reference to the last paragraph will 
show the danger of such unauthorized forcible boarding and search of 
American vessels, and I have the honor to request that Your Excel- 
lency will investigate the matter, and will issue the necessary instruc- 
tions for the punishment of the military authorities involved, and the 
issuance of instructions that will insure cessation of such illegal activi- 
ties in the future. 

I avail myself [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMtjrray 


393.11/1008 

The Consul General at Canton {Jerkins) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray) 

No. 870 Canton, September 24, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith for the information of the 
Legation a copy (in translation) of a despatch dated September 18 
from the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs asking that foreigners 
be warned not to proceed to the interior without first consulting the 

®®In instruction No. 1401, November 15, the Secretary of State replied that 
"the Department concurs in the views expressed by you in the final paragraph 
of your despatch under acknowledgment.” 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2331, 
September 18 ; received October 25, 1929. 

®^Not printed. 

®®Oopy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 1599, of the same date ; received October 25, 1929. 
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responsible Chinese authorities. It will be observed that this action 
is based on the suggestion of the military authorities in the vicinity 
of Swatow who are endeavoring to rescue several German and Swiss 
missionaries captured by bandits in that area some time ago. As far 
as this .Consulate General can ascertain the greater part of northern 
Kwangtung is now overrun by bandits and soldiers who decline to 
submit to the authority of the present regime in Canton. 

The attitude of the local authorities in this instance does not seem 
to be unreasonable, but may possibly be carried to such^n extreme that 
few foreigners will be permitted, or at least authorized, to proceed to 
points in the interior of the country. Under the circumstances I 
should be glad to know what position the Legation is inclined to as- 
sume in connection with notices of this sort. 

I may add that I have already forwarded a copy (in translation) of 
the enclosure to the American Consul at Swatow. 

I have [etc.] DotjgijAs Jenkins 

893.00B/663 

The CoTisvZ in Charge at Swatow (Smyth) to tTie Minister in China 

(MacMurray)^^ 

Swatow, September 25, 1929. 

Sib: I have the honor to inform the Legation that Mr. John S. 
Dick, an American missionary connected with the Mennonite Mission 
at Shanghang, Ftikien, but now residing in Swatow, called at the Con- 
sulate today and stated that he had just received word from his Chinese 
colleagues in Shanghang that communists had attacked Shanghang on 
September 11th and 13th, and that during the attack on the 13th the 
mission’s property outside the walls of Shanghang had been burned 
by the communists. 

Mr. Dick stated that the attacks on September 11th and 13th had 
been made by some 4,000 or 5,000 communists, of whom perhaps 250 
were armed with rifles, the remainder carrying knives, clubs and other 
weapons. The defenders of the city, consisting of a brigade of Fukien 
troops under General Lu Sing-ming, repulsed these attacks but on 
September 19th a further attack occurred and the city was captured. 

The Mennonite Mission property which was burned by the com- 
munists on September 13th consisted of eight buildings situated out- 
side the city walls and was valued at approximately M$25,000. Mr. 
Dick states that he has received no news concerning the fate of the 
mission property inside the city but that he fears that this property, 
valued at M$153000, has also been destroyed. Mr. Dick reports that 

®® Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul in his despatch No. 4, of 
the same date; received October 26, 1929. 
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the conummists did not molest the Chinese residing in the mission 
property, but requested that they move out in order that the buildings 
might be burned. 

Many Chinese refugees from Shanghang have arrived in SwatoTr 
and have issued a petition to the government at Nanking concerning 
the action of General Lu, who apparently concealed the danger of a 
communist attack from the government in order that no reinforce- 
ments would be sent to Shanghang, thus necessitating a division of the 
local spoils. General Lu fled from Shanghang after its capture and 
his troops, apart from those who escaped, were disarmed or incor- 
porated with the communists. 

The capture of the strong walled city of Shanghang, not far ftrom 
the Kwangtung border and only 190 miles from Swatow, has caused 
serious alarm in this city. Many Chinese in Swatow have expressed 
the fear that the communists will endeavor to continue their advance 
southwards. There are some 2,000 Kwangtung troops in Yungting, 
Fukien, a few miles from the border, and a total of approximately 
15,000 scattered about this district, but it is by no means certain that 
these troops could check a serious attack from the co mmuni sts. 

It will be recalled that the plan of the central government for the 
extermination of the communists in Southern Fukien, northern 
Kwangtung and eastern Kiangsi, called for an encircling attack by the 
troops of these three provinces. The Fukien troops have already shown 
themselves to be unequal to the task and the Kwangtung troops have 
confined their efforts to driving the principal groups of communists 
from northern Kwangtung into southern Fukien. As it is now re- 
ported that Kiangsi Province is on the point of disowning allegiance 
to the central government, it is probable that the anti-communist cam- 
paign will not be carried on with sufficient vigor to subdue the com- 
munists, who will apparently remain unmolested in southern Fukien, 
gathering strength for an attack at an opportune moment. 

In conclusion, it should be noted that there is a steadily increasing 
dissatisfaction with the present authorities among the people of this 
district. This spirit is particularly evident among the farmers, many 
of whom are communists or would become communists if conditions 
permitted. The people are struggling under heavy taxation and, to 
add to their burden, the present crop prospects are exceedingly poor. 
It seems quite possible that a famine, together with the resentment 
against the authorities, would result in the support of the people being 
given to any group having as its object the overthrow of the present 
goveriunent. 

I have [etc.] 


K. L. SaoTH 



CmNA 


475 


811.30 Asiatic Pleet/47 

Oeneral Order No, S-^9 of the United States Asiatic Fleet on ^^The 

P<Mcy of the Flee 

U.S.S. ^^Pittsbtjrgh:”, FlagsMp. 

Chepoo, 30 September, 1929. 

1. Tbe policy of this Fleet shall follow the approved Naval Policy 
of the United States. 

2. The development of the Fleet in preparation for war must be 
coupled with efforts to maintain peace and to prevent war. The more 
thorough the prepar'edness for war, the greater will be the influence 
exerted for prevention of war. 

3. The duty of the Navy as an agent to assist in the maintenance 
of peace in the world is defined in Section 3, Chapter 18, U. S. Navy 
Regulations, 1920. Particular attention is invited to the requirements 
of Article 727 : 

“The Commander in Chief shall impress upon oflSicers and men 
that when in foreign ports it is their duty to avoid all possible causes 
of offense to the authorities or inhabitants; that due deference must 
be shown hy them to the local laws, customs, ceremonies, and regula- 
tions; that in all dealings with foreigners moderation and. courtesy 
should be displayed, and that a feeling of good will and mutual respect 
should be cultivated.” 

4. The cultivation of good will and mutual respect between per- 
sonnel of the naval service and foreigners in every port and locality 
where our forces operate must be coupled with an exhibition of a 
sympathetic attitude towards all Americans resident therein. By the 
application of this principle a cordial contact will be established 
whereby the views of Americans as to their needs for assistance from 
our Government may be ascertained and they may be informed re- 
garding the nature and extent of the assistance which the Navy is 
prepared to render. This should tend toward a common understand- 
ing with cooperation and coordination of American effort. 

5. The policy of the United States with particular reference to 
China as enimciated by our Government from time to time is as 
follows : 

а. Open door policy. 

6. Aloofness from interference in the internal affairs of China. 

€. Maintenance of the territorial integrity of China. 

d. Traditional friendship for China. 

б. The xmusual conditions in China today place a peculiar and heavy 
responsibility upon the Asiatic Fleet to prevent incidents arising which 

*^Copy transmitted to tlie Department by the Consul General at Shanghai« 
in his despatch No. 6230, November 2 ; received December 21, 1929. 
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will necessitate the active employment of force to protect America! 
interests. The policy of units of the Fleet on duty in China will be : 

a. The protection of American lives. 

6. The protection of American property. 

G. The promotion of American interests. 

d. The cultivation of friendly relations with the Chinese, 

7. If the forces of the naval service are required at any time to 
protect American interests in China in accordance with the fore- 
going policies, the following specific instructions shall be carried out: 

a. Do not underestimate the opposing forces. Be sure of a force 
adequate to succeed and be governed by your own trained estimate 
of the situation. A dignified evacuation is far better than a defeat. 
American interests throughout China are affected by local incidents 
which may be to the credit or discredit of America. 

&. By every means consistent with the spirit of this policy the forces 
of our naval service shall be kept from any armed clash with the 
regular organized forces of the central or any local Chinese Govern- 
ment, always bearing in mind the necessity of protecting lives. How- 
ever. if our ships are fired upon without provocation they will return 
the nre to silence the same. When required to be present in localities 
where Chinese troops are engaged in armed conflict, both sides en- 
gaged shall be requested to give safe-conduct whenever practicable. 

<?. Protect American lives within gun range of forces of the naval 
service against disorganized mobs and rioters, or, preferably, if time 
permitSj evacuate them to places of safety previously designated. 

d. Within gun range of forces of the naval service, protect Amer- 
ican property against disorganized mobs and rioters and against 
robbers and pirates, avoiding unnecessary risks to personnel. The 
degree of protection to be anorded American property will be gov- 
erned by conditions existing at the time. In general, it shall not be 
considered as co-equal with the measures to be taken for the protec- 
tion of lives. _ 

<3. The United States has no concessions in China and only joint 
responsibility in the International Settlements at Shanghai and' Amoy. 
Forces of the naval service shall not be used for the purpose of main- 
taining the integrity of any settlement in China. Cooperation with 
other forces shall be strictly limited to such measures as involve the 
protection of American lives and interests or, in any unusual situation, 
to such action as may be justified for the sake of 'humanity. Actual 
command of any forces of the naval service will not be exercised by 
any foreigner. 

/. The forces of the naval service located on shore in Shanghai 
shall not be quartered outside the International Settlement^ nor em- 
ployed outside thereof except in carrying out these instructions. 

g. The Marine Detachment, American Legation, Peiping, shall 
not be quartered outside the American Legation compound except 
by special authority of the Commander in Chief and for any opera- 
tions outside thereof will be governed by the policy and instructions 
herein contained, 

8. Any situation which may arise must necessarily require an esti- 
mate of said situation, a decision, and a plan of action to meet the 
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local conditions and attendant circumstances, but tbe estimate sball 
be made with tbe policy and instructions herein set forth fully in 
mind. 

Chas. B. MoVay, Jr. 
U. jS. Asiatic t%eet 
AdrriiraL^ U. S. Na/vy^ OoTmrumder in Chief 


893.00P.R.Haiikow/27 

The OonsicZ O-eneTaZ at SotJcow {^LocJchaTt) to the MinistCT in China 

{MaeMurray) 

LExtract] 

li. No. 842 - Hahkow, October 1, 1929. 

Sm: 

• • • • , , , 

The local community was shocked by the news of the murder 
of three Belgian missionaries near Patung by bandits early in the 
month. This crime makes a total of seven foreign missionaries, three 
of whom were Americans, who have been murdered by bandits in 
this consular district within the last few months. I atyi endeavoring 
to impress upon missionaries, who call at this office on their way 
back to their stations in the interior, of the dangers with which they 
may be confronted on again taking up their work at remote sta- 
tions. 

There have been isolated cases of anti-foreign agitation, the out- 
standing case of this kind being in Hwaiking, Honan. Among the 
following [sic] slogans on the walls of a missionary compound at 
that place was found the following : 

It is the' aim of the revolution to drive out the foreign devil; 

Drive out the foreign devil and recover liberty and power ; 

Strike down British Imperialists ; 

Exterminate the foreigner. 

• • • • ' • • # , 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lookecart 

393.1163/370 

The Vice Consul at Tsinan {Clarh) to the Minister in China 

{MacMurray) 

No. 61 Tsinan, October 1, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Legation that the property 
of the American Presbyterian Mission at Ichowfu is being occupied 

“Copy transmitted to tlie Department by tbe Consul General in bis despatch 
No. 1231, of tbe same date ; received November 9, 1929. 

Copy transmitted to tbe Department by tbe Minister in bis despatch No. 
2372. October 11 : received November 8. 1929. 
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by troops of the 4th battalion of the 10th regiment under General 
Kao Kuei-tsu, and that the property of the same mission at Yihsien 
is being occupied by the troops of the 1st battalion of the 10th re^- 
ment also under Kao Kuei-tsu. 

I have brought this matter to the attention of the Shantung pro- 
vincial authorities and have demanded the immediate evacuation 
of the premises. However, in this coimection, I wish to inform the 
Legation of the procedure that has been followed in this case by 
the missionary concerned, as it seems to be one that is followed by 
several missionaries in southern Shantung. 

It seems that Dr. C. T. Wang has personally written or spoken 
to these missionaries and told them to write direct to him in the 
future when there was any case of the occupation of mission prem- 
ises, and that he would personally see to it that the premises were 
evacuated. Mr. T. N. Thompson, supeidntendent of the mission at 
Ichowfu, has done this in both of the present cases. In each case 
he had first written directly to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 
Nanking, and then has enclosed a copy of that letter when he has 
notified this Consulate. 

Before calling the attention of the missionaries to the terms of 
the treaties which provide that the consul shall be the medium of 
communication between resident foreigners and the Chinese authori- 
ties, I have the honor to request the Legation’s opinion as to whether 
or not the possible advantage to be gained by this direct communica- 
tion is sufficient to warrant its continuance. 

I have [etc.] Lewis Ciake 

893.00/10546 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

Peiping, October 2, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received October 3 — 1 : 15 p. 

852. My 845, September 26, noon.°® 

1- Following from American Consul General at Canton: 

“October 1, 2 p. m. . . . Lrocal military situfition now appears 
developing rapidly. ... 

Americans at Wuchow are asking that gunboat be sent up river 
for their protection. I have passed this on to Captain Loge [Logan'], 
U. S. S. Mindanao, now in Hong Kong. Unfortunately, U. S. S. 
Chj^rri has been ordered back to the Yangtze, and we have only one 
ship in South China waters. If Mindofnao is net prepared to pro- 


Telegram in two sections. 
®®Not printed. 
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ceed to Wi^liow, I will advise American women especially to leave 
for Hong Kong/’«® 

The above is being repeated to commander in chief of the United 
States Asiatic Fleet. 

2. Dutch Minister informs me he has learned from a dependable 
Chinese source that Province of Kwangsi has expressed independ- 
ence of the Craitral Government. Information from the French 
Minister that he has received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
urgent message asking him to prevent the delivery of certain arms 
contracted for in Indochina by Kwangsi authorities tends to con- 
firm this. 

MaoMtoeat 


893.00/10552 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaeMwray) to the Secretary of State 

PEiPEKrG, October 8, 1929^1 p. m. 

[Received 3:57 p. m.] 

867. Following from American Consul General at Hankow: 

, Thursday steamship of Yangtze Rapids Steam- 

ship Company was fired on by Chinese troops at mdleage 219 above 
Hankow. Ship struck 6 times, but no casualties. I have lodged 
protest with Commissioner of Foreign Affairs.” 

MaoMurbax 


393.1163/370 

The Minister in China {MacMurray') to the Vice CotisuZ at Tsinan 

(JJlarh) 

Pettoto, October 9, 1929. 
Sm : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 
61, of October 1, 1929, in which you request the Legation’s opinion 
asf to the advisability of missionaries referring cases of occupation 
of their premises direct to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

While not desiring to lay down any specific instructions in the 
matter, I am of the opinion that you should interpose no objection 
if the missionaries concerned desire to take up such matters direct 
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the National Government. 
On the other hand, you should at the same time give them to under- 
stand that such action on their part may have the effect of prejudic- 

•* The Minister, In his telegram No. 869, October 8, reported that the Mindanao 
arrived at Wnchow on October 5 and that a destroyer was expected at Canton 
( 893.00/10551 ) . 

®^Oopy transmitted to the Department hy the Minister in his despatch No. 
2372, October 11; received November 8, 1929. 
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mg your freedom of action in the matter, in which eTent it inighf. be 
difficult for you to render as effective assistance as in cases brought 
immediately to your attention. 

I am [etc.] J. Y. A. MacMubkat 

398.11/1017 

The Minister m China {MacMurray) to the GonsfuSL General at 

Canton {JerCeins)^ 

PetpinGj October 9, 1929. 

Sir : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 
870, of September 24, 1929, enclosing a copy of a despatch, of Sep- 
tember 18th, from the Oonunissioner for Foreign Affairs ^ requesting 
that foreigners be warned not to proceed to the interior without 
first consulting the responsible Chinese authorities. You point out 
that the attitude of the local authorities in this instance is not 
unreasonable, but may possibly be carried to the extratne that few 
foreigners will be authorized to proceed to points in the interior, 
and request information with regard to the Legation’s attitude in the 
matter. 

In the event that the Americans concerned desire to consult with 
the local authorities before venturing into the interior, the Legation 
perceives no objection to their doing so. It is suggested, however, 
that, in your reply to the local authorities, you should state that the 
Consulate General should be kept informed of conditions existing in 
various parts of the interior in order that you may yourself consult 
with and advise American citizens in regard to travel within your 
Consular district. It might also be well for you to inform tibe Chinese 
authorities that, while you are not disposed to object to American 
citizens requesting information in regard to conditions, you are 
unable to admit the right of the Chinese authorities either to author- 
ize or to forbid American citizens traveling to interior points of 
the country. You might also state that you are prepared to cooperate 
with the authorities in every way and will exert every effort to see 
that American citizens are warned of dangerous conditions existing 
in any part of your Consular district immediately upon receipt of 
such information from the Chinese authorities concerned. 

I am [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMubbat 

” Ctopy transmitted to the Department hy the Minister in his despatch No. 2370, 
October 9 ; received November 8, 1929. 

“Not printed. 
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893.00/10556 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

PEUPrua, October 12, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Eeceived October 13—12 : 07 p. m.] 

881. Legation’s 863, October 7, 3 p. 

1. Commander in chief informs me that foreign steamship lines 
have been approached by the Chinese military authorities at Chung- 
king 'with a view to having these lines submit bids for transporting 
troops at one-quarter of the regular fare. He adds that the British 
Admiral has instructed British vessels to refuse to carry troops, but 
that according to information from Chungking the French attitude 
is that their merchant vessels would cary unarmed troops but would 
not transport arms and ammunition. The Admiral has instructed 
the commander of the Yangtze Patrol not to permit the seizure of 
American vessels for this purpose but has told birfi not to write to 
the companies forbidding it since this prohibition is not a naval 
function. He tells me that he is informed that the Chinese attitude 
in the matter was adopted in order to relieve Chinese steamers of 
the duty of carrying troops so as not to disturb their trade. 

2. Department’s instruction as to attitude to be adopted by the 
Legation concerning advice to be given American shipping companies 
is requested. 

MaoMpbbay 


893.00/10556 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

‘W’ashxn'oton’, October 14, 1929 — ^5 p. m. 

333. Tour 881, October 12, 5, p. m. The view of the Department 
that “foreign nations should stand so far as possible aloof from the 
internal dissensions in China” is unchanged (see Department’s tele- 
gram May 17 [75], 5 p. m., 1922).* At your discretion you may 
advise American shipping companies that the degree of protection 
this Government can afford them in their normal activities will be 
adversely affected to the extent that they allow themselves to become 
involved in Chinese military operations. 

SnMSOir 

'‘Not printed. ' 

* Foreign Sections, 1922, toL i, p. 705. 
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793 . 00/229 

The Consul General at Shanghai {Cunningham) to th4 Minister in 

China {MacMurrayY 


No. 6195 SBCAI70HAI, October 17, 1929. 

Sir As an appropriate supplement to the chapter in this office’s 
political report for September, 1929, No. 6188, dated October 11, 
1929,^ under the heading ‘^Anti-Foreignism,” on page 9 of the report, 
I have the honor to quote the following from a recent statement made 
by a well informed foreign authority concerning crimes against for- 
eigners during recent months : 


‘‘Apropos of the National Government’s assurance of protection for 
foreigners in the event of extraterritoriality being abolished events 
in China wherein the lives of foreign subjects are ruthlessly taken 
are undoubtedly on the increase and so far no remedy has been found 
by Nanking to counteract the activities of organized gangs of bandits 
who are responsible for the outrages and who appear to have estab- 
lished themselves in every part of the country in spite of the presence 
of a large standing army supposedly united under the direct control 
of the Chief Executive of the country. While it is impossible to 
^ve details of every outrage coming under this category the follow- 
ing details go to show that the methods adopted for the safety of 
foreimers in the interior is anything but satisfactory. 

“Messrs. Burton and Godfrey, British subjects who were captured 
by bandits in the vicinity of the Sungari River in August, were re- 
leased in the beginning of September after being in the hands of 
bandits for 19 days. 

“Bishop Trude Jans and Fathers Bruno and Rupertus members 
of a French Mission were murdered by bandits at Liaoting in Hupeh 
early in September and in spite of a strong protest by the French 
Legation to the Chinese Government the culprits are still at large. 

‘Tive officers, including the captain, of the Norweman steamer 
‘Botnia’ were captured when the vessel was stranded and was pirated 
at Haichow on September 12. The sum of $500,000 was demanded 
for their release. Three of the officers succeeded in effecting their 
release the same evening while the other two were subject to the most 
barbarous treatment, which nearly resulted in their death, before they 
were liberated by their captors owing to the latter being harassed by 
Government troops. 

“The Rev. G. Cecil Smith of the China Inland Mission was also cap- 
tured by bandits at Yungning in Southwest Kueichow on September 
10 but was released some six days later through the efforts of Govern- 
ment troops. 

“In addition to the above eight foreigners have been murdered in 
the interior since April 1929 while a goodly number of foreign mis- 
sionaries have been either abducted or been the victims of robbery 
with violence.” 


I have [etc.] 


Edwin S. Ctjkningecam 


*Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 6508, October 17; received November 8, 1929. 

^Not printed 
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893.00/10631 

The Minister in China {MaicMurray) to the Consul Genercit cet 
Shanghai iOunrdngham,) ® 

PEEpnsra, October 25, 1929. 

Sir : I beg leave to acknowledge tbe receipt of your despatch No. 
6200, of October 18, 1929,® in which you transmit a copy of a communi- 
cation from the Commander of the Yangtze Patrol/ informing you 
that under instructions from the Commander-in-Chief, protection 
will not be afforded to such vessels as contract to carry members of the 
military forces of China, or arms, ammunition, or any other non-com- 
mercial article, such as opium. 

In this relation, I beg leave to inform you that the American Consul 
General at Hankow recently reported that the Chinese military author- 
ities at Chungking were endeavoring to persuade the Yangtze Rapids 
Steamship Company to transport troops from Kweifu to Chungking 
at one-fourth fare. This information was reported to the Department 
with the request that instructions be issued as to what advice, if any, 
should be given American shipping companies in the premises. The 
Department replied to the effect that in its discretion the American 
Legation may advise American shipping companies that the’ degree 
of protection that the American Government can afford such com- 
panies in their normal activities will be adversely affected to the extent 
that they choose themselves to become involved in Chinese military 
operations. In the event that similar conditions should arise in your 
consular district, you are authorized in your discretion to inform 
American shipping companies of this instruction. 

With reference to the protection to be extended vessels carrying 
non-commercial articles, such as opium, a copy of your despatch is 
being forwarded to the Department for any comment that it may 
consider appropriate in the premises. 

I am [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMtjeeay 

893.00/10574 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Arnbassador in Great Britain {Dawes) 

Washington, October 26, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

282. The Minister at Peiping has informed me of the kind action 
of H. M. S. Cricket in taking on board the Americans who were at 
Wuhu on October 18th when that place was in line of fire of opposing 
Chinese forces. Please convey to the British Government the most 
sincere thanks of this Government for the action of the British Naval 
forces in extending protection to American citizens on that occasion. 

SHMSON 

® Copy transmitted to tlie Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2397, 
October 25 ; received November 22, 1929. 

® Not printed. 

^ DateU Ootoher 7. from Rear Admiral T. T. Craven : not nrinted. 
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893.1163/376 

The Consul at Nanking {Ada/ms) to the Minister in China 
{MacMurray)^ 

[Extract] 

Ii -97 Nanking, November 1, 1929. 

Sir: 

• • • • • • • 

It is of interest to note that the properties now occupied are all 
held by civilian or semi-oflScial organizations with the exception of 
the two properties reoccupied by troops during late August and the 
middle of October. It has been the general experience of this Con- 
sulate that military occupations, while perhaps more frequent, are 
more quickly terminated as a rule, than cases where semi-ojSicial civil- 
ian bodies have gained control of American property. This may be 
due, however, only to more or less continuous movements of troops, 
whereby it is rendered impossible for any one group to settle down 
to a prolonged occupation of a given spot. 

I have [etc,] WAnrm A. Adams 


393.1111 KreutziB, Mathias/l ; Telegram , 

The Consul Oenerdl at Hanhom {Lockhart) to the Secretary of State 

Hankow, November 9, 1929 — ^noon. 
[Received November 9 — 11 : 35 a. m.] 
63. Reverend Mathias Kreutzin, an American citizen currently 
registered here, Department’s approval No. 59160, October 2, 1924,* 
home Calumet, Michigan, captured by bandits at Weiyuankow below 
Hankow yesterday. Notify Franciscan Provincial, 1015 Vine Street, 
Cincinnati. Ransom of $10,000 is being demanded. Have taken up 
case with Chinese authorities. Legation informed.® 

Lockhart 


393.1111 Kreutzin, Mathias/S : Telegram 

The Consul General at Hankow {Lockhart) to the Secretary of State 

Hankow, November 12, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received November 13 — 9 : 15 a. m.] 
64, My 63, November 9, noon. Local Chinese authorities claim to 
be making every effort to release Reverend Kreutzin by a military 
expedition against the bandits who are composed of a band of Anhwei 
troops formerly belonging to General Fang Cheng-wu who recently 

“Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
December 21, 1929. 

® In telegram No. 370, November 12, the Department instructed the Minister to 
‘‘Report by telegraph steps taken and results achieved looking toward release.” 
(393.1111 Kreutzin, Mathias/7) 
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revolted against Nanking. The release of Eeverend Kreutzin will 
doubtless be difficult to accomplish, especially since the bandits have 
proceeded inland from Weiyuankow, where the capture actually 
occurred. I shall continue my efforts to effect release through Chinese 
officials. 

Ten or twelve American missionaries are now concentrating at 
Hwashihkang, to which place the U.S.S. Panay is proceeding to afford 
protection. 

Repeated to the Legation.^® 

Lookbcart 

393.11/1047 ^ 

The Consul General at Canton {Jenkins) to the Minister in China 

{MaoMurray)^ 

No. 892 • Canton, November 12, 1929. 

Sm: In connection with the Legation’s instruction of October 9, 
1929, regarding a communication from the Commissioner of Foreign 
Affairs requesting that foreigners be warned not. to proceed to the 
interior without first consulting the responsible Chinese authorities, 
I now have the honor to enclose copies of this Consulate General’s 
despatch of October 23 to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in 
Canton, together with thaf official’s reply of November Y, 1929.=^^ 

It will be observed that the Commissioner admits that bandits 
infest certain areas and urges that the responsible authorities be 
consulted before foreigners attempt to go into the interior. As the 
Commissioner says nothing more about the necessity of obtaining 
‘"pGi’i^ission” from the local authorities, I assume that the correspond- 
ence may be allowed to rest where it now stands, and I shall take 
no further action unless specifically instructed to do so by the 
Legation. 

I have [etc.] Dotjgias Jenkins 

393.1163/370 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

No. 1399 Washington, November 14, 1929. 

Sm: The Department has received your despatch No. 23Y2 of Oc- 
tober 11, 1929,^® in regard to the occupation of American mission 
premises by Chinese troops. 

In telegram No. 996, November 14, tbe Minister reported to tlie Department his 
telegraphic request of the Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs “to make every 
effort to effect the release of Kreutzin at the earliest possible date.’* (393.1111 
Kreutzin, Mathias/9) 

“^Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
December 21, 1929. 

“Neither printed. 

” See footnote 97, p. 479. 
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The Department approves the instruction issued to the American 
Consulate at Tsinan by the Legation under date of October 9, 19295 
a copy of which was enclosed with the despatch under aclmowl- 
edgment. 

The Department would be interested in receiving information 
regarding the results that may follow a direct appeal by American 
missionaries to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in cases: of occupa- 
tion of mission property by Chinese troops. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

Nelson Trusler Johnson 


S93.1111 Kreiitzin, Matliias/17 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Hankow (^Lockhart) to the Secretary of State 

Hankow, November 17, 1929 — 3 p, m. 

[Beceived November 17 — 10 : 40 a. m.] 
67. My 65 November 15, 1 p. m.^^ Ransom has been reduced 
to $6,000 Mexican, $60 to be paid immediately for subsistence for 
Father Kreutzin. Sixty dollars sent by messenger. Three hundred 
soldiers were sent from Tayeh to Tawangtien, but on arrival there 
found town deserted and Father Kreutzin removed elsewhere. Catho- 
lic Fathers here feel confident he will be released in a few days. 
Letter received by them yesterday from bandit chief states Father 
Kreutzin well and that he will be delivered over unharmed on pay- 
ment of reduced ransom, A Father from Wuchang has gone to 
Tayeh authorized to pay a maximum of $1,500 not as ransom but 
expense money to effect release. I am pressing Chinese authorities 
daily on case and they are lending cooperation. Legation informed.^® 

Lockhart 


893.00/10618 : Telegram 

The CoTisul General at Canton {Jenkins) to the Secretary of State 

Canton, November l6, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 9 : 35 p. m.] 

Referring to my November 18, 5 p. m., to Legation.^^ Cantonese 
authorities have notified me officially that West River is to be blockaded 
beginning November 21 and closed to shipping, including men-of- 


“ Not printed. 

“ In telegram No. 72, November 30, tbe Consul General at Hankow reported to 
the Department that “Mission authorities state bandits have agreed to release 
Father Kreutzin for $3,000. Money will be sent by messenger from Tayeh at 
once’" (393.1111 Kreutzin, Mathias/37). The release and safe arrival at Tayeh 
of Father Kreutzin was reported in telegram No. 73, December 2 (393.1111 
Kreutzin, Mathias/38) . 
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war. I am taking essentially the same attitude as last May (see my 
despatch liTo. 815 of May 22 to Legation).^® Am informing U.S.S. 
MindaTiao which is now proceeding up West River to Wuchow. 

. . . Tbere seems to be no danger to Americans in Wuchow at 
present. 

. . . TJ-S.iS. Helena is in port. 


Jenkins 


833.00/10621 : CCelegram 

The General at Canton {Jenkins) to the Secreta/ry of State 

[Extracts] 

CantoNj November 20, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received November 21 — 6 a. m.] 

Referring to my November 18, 5 p. m.,^^ and November 19, 11 a. m. 
Cantonese military authorities assure me orders have been issued to 
release Standard Oil motor lighter Denver ^ commandeered at Wuchow 
on 17tb. ... 

In official notice of closing of West River, Cantonese authorities 
announce that Kwangsi leaders, Li Tsung-jen and Huang Shao-hung, 
have returned to Kwangsi to operate with Chang Fa-kuei against 
Canton. 


Jenkins 


893.00/1062 4 : O^elegram 

Th^ OonsuZ Ger.eral at Canton {Jerilcins) to the Seoreta/ry of State 

[Extract] 

Canton, November 21, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received November 22 — 8 : 45 a. in.] 
Referring to my telegram of November 20, noon. U.S.S. Mindanao 
has arrived Wuchow and reports that Standard Oil Company lighter 
Dermer has been released and company’s premises cleared of troops. 
Also that Cantonese troops have entirely evacuated Wuchow and the 
city is without protection until Kwangsi forces arrive, probably not 
before the 23rd. Mindanao is remaining at inner Wuchow for the 
present. • . . 

. • . • . • • 

^ Jenkins 

“ Nat printed; but see telegram No. 414, May 23, from tbe Minister in Cbina, 
p. 459. 

" Not printed. 
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893.00/10627 : Telegram 

Th^ Charge m Ohirva (JPerMna) to the Secretary of State 

PiapiNG, November 22, 1929 — 10 p. m. 

[Received November 22 — 8:45 p. in.“] 

• 1030. Legation’s 1023, November 21, 5 p. m.*® 

1. Tbe commander in chief yesterday telegraphed the Legation that 
he had directed naval vessels in south China to disregard the restric- 
tions announced by the Chinese authorities with regard to the closing 
of the West River and to operate at their discretion. 

2. The following telegram was received last night from the Minister 
for Poreign Affairs : 

“We have the honor to inform you that we are in receipt of a tele- 
gram from the Kwangtung Provisional Government: ‘In conse- 
quence of military affairs and for the sake of the safety of foreign mer- 
mant vessels, it has been decided to blockade temporarily the West 
River beginning with the 21st instant for a period of 14 days. Con- 
suls of the several countries have been notified to transmit this infor- 
mation to warships and merchant shijps of the several countries to the 
end that they all may evacuate. It is requested that the matter be 
taken up 1^ telegraph with the Ministers of the several countries sep- 
arately.’ We have the honor to address to you this special telegram 
and to express the hope that you will be good enough to transnut in- 
structions to those concerned to acknowle<%e accordingly. This is our 
hope.” 

3. Subject to the Department’s approval, I purpose to reply to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that with reference to his note of Novem- 
ber 21, the Legation is instructing the American Consul General at 
Canton that, whereas he should endeavor to conform as far as practi- 
cable witli the wishes of the Chinese authorities in this matter, he 
should at the same time make it clear that in spite of the propose^ 
restrictions American men-of-war must continue the performance of 
their duties as authorized under the treaties and should they be inter- 
fered with and difficulties result in respect to either men-of-war or 
merchantmen, responsibility would rest with the Chinese authorities. 

4. In this relation reference is made to the Legation’s No. 401, May 
15 [^5], noon. Legation’s No. 414, May 23, 7 p. m., and the Legation’s 
mail despatch No. 2130, June 8th.®^ 

Pkbeins 


” Telegram in two sections, 
” Not printed. 

*• Latter not printed. 
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393.1163Am3/85 

The Consul in Charge at Swatow {Smyth) to the Minister in China 

{MacMvjrray)^^ 

Swatow, November 22, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Legation that the Acting Su- 
perior of the American Catholic Mission at Kaying has reported to 
this Consulate in a letter, dated November 13, 1929, that on November 
1, 1929, the mission station at Shak Chin, Kwangtung, was looted by 
communists. 

As reported in my despatch of November 16, 1929,^® the communists 
attacked Kaying on October 31st but were defeated. They retired to 
the northwest, reaching Shak Chin, a town some thirty miles frord. 
Kaying, on November 1st. Father Malone, an American Catholic 
missionary, had a narrow escape from capture, and the mission station 
was thoroughly looted by the communists, who destroyed everything 
they could not carry away. Father Malone estimates the losses, in 
church property and personal ejQEects, at M$4,000. 

I have requested the mission to furnish details concerning the losses 
suffered and will report to the Legation when this information is 
received. 

I have [etc.] E. L. Smyth 


893.00/10632 : T^egram 

The Consul General at Canton {Jenkins) to the Secretary of State 

Canton, November 23, 1929— noon. 

[Eeceived 1 : 05 p. m.] 

Eeferring to my telegram of November 22, 3 p. m.^® Cantonese 
authorities have just informed me aeroplanes will bombard Wuchow 
in the next day or two. I have asked commander of U. S. S. 
Mindanao^ now at Wuchow, to advise Americans to leave if possible, 
but at the same time warned Cantonese authorities time is short and 
many Americans may not be able to get away, that United States Gov- 
ernment will expect every precaution to be taken to avoid harm to 
Americans and their property and that I could give no assurance as 
to our attitude in the event of Americans being killed or property 
damaged. As Cantonese now have 10 or 12 planes, bombing may be 
serious. 

Legation and Department has been informed. 

Jenkins 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch ; received De- 
cember 26, 1929. 

“ Not printed. 
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893.00/10634 : Telegram 

The GonsvZ General at Canton (Jenkins) to the Secretary of State 

Canton, November 26, 1929 — noon. 

[Received November 26 — 6 : 30 a. m.] 

Referring to my telegram November 28, noon. Admiral Chan Chat 
informed me last night that eight or ten Cantonese aeroplanes -woidd 
bomb Wuchow in near future. He promised that instructions -would 
be given to avoid American property and was pleased to know 
[American] national flag would be spread on roofs of American- 
owned buildings. This information has been repeated to U. S. S. 
Mindanao at Wuchow. 

• 

... Admiral Chan Chat has permitted two Standard Oil Company 
lighters to proceed up river to Shiuhing, but intimated that situation 
might soon be such as to render further shipments impossible. 


Jbnkins 

893.00/10686 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Canton (Jenkins) to the Secretary of State 

Canton, November 26, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received November. 26 — 10 : 10 a. m.] 

Referring to^ my telegram November 26, noon. Have just been 
informed by Mvn^o/ruio that two Cantonese planes dropped five bombs 
on Wuchow this morning. Five killed and three wounded, all dwl- 
ians,“ but no damage done to foreign property or persons. Endeavor 
of aviators to avoid foreign property was very apparent. 

Repeated to Department and Legation. 

Jenkins 


893.00/10627 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in China (Perki/ns) 

- Washington, November 26, 1929^7 p. m. 

388. Your 1030, November 22, 10 p. m., paragraph 3. 

1. The Department understands that there is a possibility of im- 
minent hostilities on the West River. Your note to the Chinese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs should lay emphasis on the intention of 
the American authorities concerned to conform to the wishes of the 


M Consul General’s telegram of November 27 added : “According to latest 
in? 2? Wuchow, five planes bombed city yesterday, kill- 

ing 23 people and wounding 12, all Chinese civilians” (893.00/10636) . 
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Chinese authorities in the matter of the navigation of the West Eiver 
as far as may be compatible with the duties performed by the former 
under the authorization of the treaties. 

2. The Department is consulting the Navy Department and is con- 
fident that its officers in China and the American naval authorities 
will be able to extend needed assistance to American residents and 
at the same time avoid as far as may be practicable complications with 
the Chinese. 

Stcmson 


893.00/10837 : Telegram 

The Charge m China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

PiEipiNG, November 28, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received November 28 — ^3 : 20 a. m.] 

1050. Department’s 388, November 26, 7 p. m. 

1. I am replying to the Minister for Foreign Affairs as indicated 
in the Legation’s 1030, November 22, 10 p. m., third paragraph, but 
am incorporating in the note the phraseology employed in paragraph 
1 of the Department’s telegram under reference. 

2. I am also telegraphing the text of the note to the commander in 
chief and to the American Consul General at Canton and am inform- 
ing the latter of the content of paragraph 2 of the Department’s 
telegram. 

Perkins 


393. 1163 Am3/81 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretaary of State 

PmpiNG, December 3, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received December 3 — 10 : 05 a.m.] 
1070. In response to telegraphic appeal sent to Lazarist Mission at 
Shanghai by Bishop O’Shea at Kanchow, Kiangsi, and repeated to 
me by Cunningham, I have telegraphically instructed Adams to 
deliver the following to the Minister for Foreign Affairs: 

“I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that American mem- 
ber of Catholic Mission at [Kanchow,] Kiangsi, has telegraphically 
reported the capture by bandit troops of nearby cities, stating that 
a serious situation exists and that the Government troops are leaving 
the mission unprotected. They request that the commanding officer 
of the Twelfth Division be directed not to withdraw his forces. I 
am informed that there are 18 American citizens in the mission, 6 
nuns and 12 priests* I have the honor to request that Your Excellency 
will take immediate steps for the effective protection of the American 
citizens at Kanchow.” 

Perkins 


Walter A. Adams, Consul at Nanking. 
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893.00/10641 : Telegram 

The Consul GenercoL at Canton {Jenkins) to the Seoretccry of Sta;te 

[ESxtractj 

Canton, December 4, 1929 — 1 p. m, 
[Received December 4 — 12 : 03 p. m,] 

• ( • • • • • • 

U. S. S. Mindarmo arrived in Canton yesterday afternoon and re- 
ports all American missionaries on West River are safe. 

Jenkins 


893.00/10642 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peodping, December 4, 1929 — 9 p. m. 

[Received 10:07 p. m.] 
1076. Legation’s 1050, November 28, noon. Legation has received 
a further telegram from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stating that 
he will have to extend the time limit for the blockade of the West 
River and requesting instructions be given American warships and 
merchantmen to refrain from navigation there for the time being. 
I am replying that the American authorities concerned are being 
informed with regard to the extension of the time limit for the blockade 
and I am at the same time reaffirming the position taken in the Lega- 
tion’s former note with regard to the responsibility of the Chinese 
Government. 

Peekins 


893.22/19 ; Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 5, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 9:32 p. m.] 

1092. The following telegram has been sent to the commander in 
chief : 

“December 5, 6 p. m. 1. Following telegrams have been received 
from the Consul at Nanking : 

‘December 5, 11 a. m. My December 4, noon.” Tientsin-Pukow Railway 
official states that mutinous troops are intrenching themselves on railway at 
Wuyi some thirty miles north of Pukow. The Government has ordered portions 
of the Third and Fifth Divisions in Nanking to Pukow and Puchen and is moving 
troops from points along the Shanghai-Nanking Railway to Nanking. Eight[h] 
Division arrived last night from Chinkiang. Local coolies are being impressed 
for military labor. 


” Not printed. 
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The magnitude of preparations which Government is making indicates that it 
does not consider the revolt a local affair. There is a distinct nervousness 
amongst high oflBicials. 

Shanghai, Tientsin and Hankow informed/ And 

‘December 5, 1 p. m. My December 5, 11 a. m. I suggest that it would be 
prudent to have an American naval vessel at Nanking.’ 

2. In view of the situation outlined in the telegram first quoted 
above I concur in Adams’ recommendation that a naval vessel should 
be despatched to Nanking.” ^ 

Perkins 


893.00/10650 : Telegram 

The GTuvrge m China {PerTcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 7, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 7 — 10: 55 a. m.] 
1099. Following from American Consul General at Haiikow: 

‘^December 6, 3 p. m.^ Authentic reports from Ichang this morning 
indicate a tense situation there. Rebellious troops, having captured 
Itu, are now moving towards Ichang, and foreigners are mostly con- 
centrated on or near the foreshore prepared to evacuate if necessary. 
American and other foreign gunboats are standing by. U. S. S. Chiam^ 
escorting steamship Meiming and two Yangtze Rapid [s] lighters 
past danger zone, was fired on yesterday from shore below Ichang and 
hit 17 times, but no casualties. Fire was silenced by one shell from 
[apparent omission] . On returning ^ Ichang, Guami was not fired on. 

Perkins 


893.00/10649 ; Telegram 

The Charge in Ohim/i {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 7, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 7 — ^10 : 35 a. m.] 
1101. Following from American Consul General at Hankow: ^ 

“December 5, noon. At a point between Ichang and Itu all ship- 
ping is being heavily fired upon by tiToops ashore. British ship 
IV anhsien^ escorted by British naval vessel, was heavily fired on yester- 
day near Itu, and latter returned the fire with effectiveness. American 
ships will be escorted through danger zone by D. S. S. Ouam^ now at 
Ichang. 


Perkins 


* The U.S.S. Tulsa was ordered to Nanking (898.22/19). 
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893.00/10653 : Megram 

The Charge in China (PerMns) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 8, 1929 — 1 p. 

[Received 7 : 41 p. m*] 

1107. Following is being sent the commander in chief : 

^‘Legation’s December 8, 11 a. m. Reports from principal centers 
continue to interpret seriousness of revolt against Nanking threaten- 
ing the stability of the present government. Should the situation 
in the Yangtze region result in local disorders with attendant inability 
of the Chinese local authorities to give adequate protection to foreign- 
ers, it appears best to advise the withdrawal of American citizens 
from affected areas to places where they can be protected or from 
which they may be evacuated in an emergency. Apart however from 
the reports regarding relief at Nanking and at Ichang consular officers 
have not as yet advised me that there are American citizens in their 
respective districts.” 


893.00/10664 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerMns) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 9, 1929 — 11 a. m. 
[Received December 9 — 1 : 25 a. m.] 
1110. Following telegrams from the American Consul at Nanking: 

“December 8, 3 p. m. I have today advised that all American 
women and children leave Nanking by the first available transporta- 
tion. A number are leaving by the steamship Shinghing this eve- 
ning. Nanking is at present quiet. Railway service between Nan- 
king and Shanghai has been restored.” 

“December 8, 10 p. m. Seventy-three American [s], out of a total 
of one hundred and twenty, sailed tonight for Shanghai.” 

“December 8, 11 p. m. XJ. S. S. Tulsa arrived Nanking tonight.” 

The foregoing is being repeated to the commander in chief. 

• Perkins 

893.00/10657 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 


Peeping, December 9, 1929 — ^1 p. m, 
[Received 5 : 21 p. m.] 

1112. Legation’s 1107, December 8, 4 p. m. Commander in chief 
telegraphed December 8th that he will leave Manila for Shanghai 
December 11th and that, until present confused political conditions 
are clarified, a division of destroyers, less those undergoing over* 
haul, wilj be assigned to Chinese ports. Destroyers leave Manila 
December 9th, 


Perkins 
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893.00/10631 

The Secretcmy of State to the Charge in China (PerMns) 

No. 1420 Washtngtok, December 0, 1929. 

Sir: The Department has received the I^egation’s despatch No. 
2397 of October 25, 19295^® regarding a communication from the 
Commander of the Yangtze Patrol to the Consul General at Shanghai, 
stating that protection will not be afforded to any American vessel 
which contracts to carry members of the military forces of China, 
or arms, ammunition or other non-commercial articles, such as opium. 

As you are aware, Article XXXIII of the Sino-American Treaty 
of 1844 provides inter alia that citizens of the United States trading 
in opium shall not be entitled to protection from the Government of 
the United States. Article II of the Sino-American Treaty of 1880 
prohibits American citizens and vessels from importing or transport- 
ing opium in China, and in order to execute the provisions of this 
latter Article, Congress has enacted legislation making it a misde- 
meanor for citizens of the United States to traflS.c in opium in China 
(see Act approved February 23, 1887, Section 3®®). The Depart- 
ment believes that the decision of the American naval authorities 
that American vessels contracting to carry opium shall not be afforded 
naval protection is in conformity with the treaty provisions and the 
legislation referred to above. 

With regard to contracts entered into by American shipping com- 
panies to carry arms and ammunition, your attention is invited to 
the Department’s telegram No. 333 of October 14, 1929. The trans- 
portation of munitions of war by American merchant vessels would 
appear to entail great risk of involving such vessels in Chinese mili- 
tary operations and the Department would see no objection in prin- 
ciple to the withholding of American naval protection from vessels 
engaged in the business of transporting such munitions. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson' Tetjsler Johnson 


393.11/1040 : Telegram 

The CTiarge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 10, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received December 12 — 10 : 30 a. m.] 
1119. My 1110, December 9, 11 a. m. Following from American 
Consul General at Sbangbai : 

See footnote 5, p. 483. 

Miller, Treaties, vol. 4, pp, 559, 570. 

^ Malloy, Treaties, vol. i, p. 239. 

»®24 Stat. 409. 
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“December 9, 4 p. m. Some eighty refugees, chiefly AtTnAri fnnf, 
being ■women and children, arrived [from] Nanking by the Socony 
and [the] Butterfield [and] Swire boats today. Several inquiries 
have been received from local missions as to whether I am advising 
Americans to proceed to Shanghai from Soochow, Wusih and other 
interior ports. I am advising that the conditions tl^oughout China 
are unsettled and that, while I know of no concrete instance that 
would justify advising the withdrawal from Soochow and Wurih tn 
Shanghai, I should dislike to accept ‘the responsibility of being the 
authority for retaining at these places of women and children.” 


898.11/1036 

Tlia JSeoretary of State to the British Ambassador {Howard) 

Washingtost, December 11, 1929. 

ExcEurENcr; Eeplying to your communication of December 10, 
1929,®* inquiring whether the United States Government is taking or 
contemplating any measures for the protection of its nationals in rihinii 
in view of the present situation there, I have the honor to inform you 
that in situations such as the one now obtaining in China, it is the 
policy of the American Government to evacuate American citizens 
from places of danger to places where they may be adequately pro- 
tected. In accordance with this policy, on the night of December 8, 
seventy-three American citizens, chiefiy women and children, were 
evacuated from Nanking to Shanghai. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the United States Asiatic Fleet left 
Manila on December 9 on board his fiagship, the U. S. S. Pittsburgh, 
en route for Shanghai, where he is due to arrive on December 15. 

No steps have been taken to add materially to the' armed forces of 
the United States which have been for some time maintained in China. 
With a view to the possible necessity for the evacuation and protection 
of American citizens, United States naval vessels have been distributed 
to places which are thought to be convenient points of embarkation in 
case of need or where there may arise need for local protection. 

The distribution of American military and naval forces in China 
at the present juncture is indicated on the enclosed memorandum. 

Accept [etc.] Henrt L. Shmson 


Not printed. 
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[Enclosure] 

M emorandv/in Showing the Distribution of A/merioan Armed Forces 

in China 

Land Forces 

Eight hundred thirty infantry stationed at Tientsin. 

Five hundred seventeen marines stationed at Peiping (Legation 
Guard) . 

One thousand forty-nine marines stationed at Shanghai. 

ISTavae Forces 

U. S. S. Pittsburgh (cruiser) due to arrive at Shanghai on De- 
cember 15, from Manila. 

U. S. S. Bulmer^ EdsaZl and McComdcTc (destroyers) due to ar- 
rive at Shanghai on December 13, from Manila. ^ 

TJ. S. S. McLeish (destroyer) due to arrive at Swatow on De- 
cember 11, from Manila. 

U. S. S. Parrott (destroyer) due to arrive at Amoy on December 
11, from Manila. 

U. S. S. Tulsa (gunboat) at Naniing. 

U. S. S. Isabel (gunboat) at Shanghai. 

U. S. S. Luzon (gunboat) at Hankow. 

U. S. Si. Monocaoy c§ Palos (gunboats) at Shanghai in reseiwe 
with twenty-five per cent of personnel. 

U. S. S. Panay (gunboat) at Shanghai. 

U. S. S. Tutuila at Chinkiang (gunboat) 

U. S. S. Oahu (gunboat) at BauMang. 

U- S. S. Guarn (gunboat) at Ichang. 

U. S. S. Mindanao (gunboat) at Canton. 

U. S. S. Helena (gunboat) at Canton (reduced personnel). 


125(. 643/89 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 12, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received December 12 — -.9 : 30 a. m.] 
1130. Following from American Consul at banking : 

‘^December 11, 8 p. m. British and Japanese authorities are 
making careful plans to defend their Consulates and not evacuate 
them. I understand that armed naval forces will not be landed ex- 
cept in the event of emergency for defense purposes. My own 
present plan is to evacuate the Consulate in the event of necessity 
and withdraw all Americans.’’ 
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I am replying as follows: 

^^December 12, 1 p. m. Your December 11, 8 p. m. 

1. Legation approves your plan. 

2. Your telegram and this reply are being repeated to the De- 
partment for any further instructions which it may desire to give 
in the matter.®^ 

3. Commander in chief is being informed.” 


893.00/10678 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Canton (Jenkins) to the Seoretcury of State 

[Extract] 

Canton, December 13, 1929 — i p. m. 

[Received 6 p. m.] 

. . . There is no intimation as yet of reopening navigation on 
West River. British gunboat Sea Mew is now en route to Wuchow 
with food supplies for foreigners, including Americans if needed. 


Jenkins 


393.11/1044 : Telegram 

The ChaT^gi in China (Perhms) to the Secretary of State 

Peifing, December 14, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received December 14 — 3 : 15 a. m.] 

1147- 1. Following from American Consul [General] at Shanghai: 

“December 11, 4 p. m. The following letter has been forwarded to 
the senior American naval officer at Shanghai. Legation’s approval is 
solicited and it is hoped that the commander in chief will be informed 
of the Legation’s attitude : 

*1116 assistant general manager of the Shanghai Power Company has requested 
that, due to the extensive communistic agitation in and around Shanghai, as a 
precautionary measure an American destroyer should be anchored in front of the 
Shanghai Power Company, an American concern. The berthing of a vessel at 
this place would not only be a precautionary measure in the event of a dis- 
turbance but will have a very salutary effect upon Communists or other agitators. 
The request of the Shanghai Power Company, as above indicate, has the en- 
dorsement of this Consulate General. The assistant general manager has been 
informed that it will be impossible to take any action on his request earlier than 
tomorrow or the following day unless an emergency arises making it an urgent 
matter.’ 

The protection of the Shanghai Power Company as a public utility 
concerns the entire community. However, the passing of the company 

“The Department replied, in telegram No. 412, December 12: ‘Depart- 
ment approves plan to evacuate the Consulate at Nanking in the event of 
necessity and to advise all Americans to withdraw.” (125.643/89) 
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to American ownership transfers the responsibility of guarding the 
light and power from an international to a single power responsibility. 
This adds greatly to America’s local responsibility. In 1925 it will 
be remembered that light and power supply was continued only be- 
cause of the protection and partial operation by British and American 
Navy and Marines.” 

“December 12, 11 a. m. Supplementing my 210, December 11, 4 
p, m., I may add that the proposed berthing would not be unusual 
since frequently men-of-war have anchored there even during normal 
times.” 

2. I am telegraphing the commander in chief. I concur in the views 
of the Consul General and support his request for the presence of a 
naval vessel as indicated in his telegram prbvided that from a naval 
point of view there are no cogent reasons to the contrary. 

Perkins 


393.11/1046 

Memoramd'wrri hy the Assistcmt Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] December 14, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador, in the course of a conversation today, 
stated that his Government had been approached by the British Gov- 
ernment with a query as to whether they were prepared to send land 
forces to China for the purpose of protecting their citizens in the 
present crisis. 

He said that his Government had replied to the British Govern- 
ment stating that the present crisis did not seem to require such 
a step, that Japanese destroyers were stationed at various points pre- 
pared to give any protection that an emergency might require, but 
that it had not seemed to the Japanese Government that the present 
emergency required anything further to be done. The Ambassador 
asked whether the British Government had made a similar approach 
to us. 

I stated to the Ambassador that the British Government had not 
asked us if we would be prepared to send land forces to China. They 
made a general inquiry as to what steps might be taken to protect 
our citizens in China and that we had replied to this stating that the 
present crisis did not seem to require any unusual steps ; that we already 
had American marines in China stationed at Shanghai and Peking and 
certain forces at Tientsin and that in addition the flagship of the 
Asiatic Fleet with certain destroyers had returned to China from 
Manila for the purpose of being available in case of an emergency. 

N[elson] T[KTjsnER] J[ohnson] 
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893.11/1044 : T^egram 

TTije Secretary of State to the Charge in China {Perhins) 

WAsmNG'TOK, December 18, 1929 — p. m. 

419. Your 1147, December 14, 4 p. m. If, in the opinion of the 
responsible authorities, danger threatens the Shanghai Power Com- 
pany property, the Department does not disapprove of the suggestion 
made to the Senior American Naval Officer at Shanghai that an 
American naval vessel be anchored near that property. However, 
the Department dissents from the statement in this case, and it does 
not concur in the view of principle implied that ^‘the passing of the 
Company to American ownership transfers the responsibility of 
guarding the light and power from an international to a single power 
responsibility.” The Department does not hold or adopt the view 
that other nations jointly concerned in the welfare of the Settlement 
are absolved, by virtue of the nationality of ownership of a particular 
piece of property from responsibility for the protection of that prop- 
erty. The Department conceives that the duty of protecting the 
light and power plant along with other properties within the Settle- 
ment from ‘^communistic agitation” or other incitement to violence 
and such violence as may result within the Settlement rests first and 
primarily upon the Administration, particularly the Police Depart- 
ment, of the Settlement. The American Government is concerned, 
as is well known, in the first instance with the protection of Amer- 
ican life and property in China when and where Chinese or other 
local agencies of protection have broken down or are manifestly 
inadequate, and it desires to perform its proper and proportionate 
share in the task of supplementing the efforts of local agencies, but 
it does not admit nor does it desire to be forced into a position of 
sole responsibility where the persons and interests involved are of 
several nationalities and the problem of protection is of general con- 
cern rather than of exclusively American concern. 

Stoison 


893.00/10689 : Telegram 

T?ie OonsvZ General at Canton {JenJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Cantok, December 19, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 11:12 p. m.] 
A telegram just received from the British gunboat Sea Mew states 
that Cantonese naval and military forces occupied Wuchow without 
resistance at 2 o’clock this afternoon. There is no longer any danger 
to foreigners, and West River has been reopened to traffic. 

Legation and Department informed. 


Jenxins 
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393.11/1048 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 23, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 6 : 20 p. m.®®] 

1181. Department’s 419, December 18, 6 [7] p. m. 

1. The Legation’s telegram to the commander in chief December 
24 [14] 5 1 P- ^-5 concurred in the view and supported the request of 
the Consul General in the terms of his letter to the senior American 
naval officer. The Department states that it does not disapprove of 
the Consul General’s suggestion made in the letter and the Legation 
imderstands that the observations made in the remaining portion of 
the Department’s telegram called for to IsioJi the Consul General’s 
comment as contained in the final paragraph of his telegram to the 
Legation. 

2. Although the Consul General’s comment is somewhat ambiguous 
I did not, in view of his statement that ‘‘the protection of the Shanghai 
Power Company as a public utility concerns the entire community,” 
construe the context of his remarks as in any sense indicating that 
there was not a definite international obligation to participate when 
necessary in the protection of the light and power plant as a public 
utility, I interpreted his meaning to be that the American Consul 
General now had a particular responsibility of his own especially when 
approached by the American owners to see to it that whenever neces- 
sary appropriate protective action be taken, exercising his own dis- 
cretion according to the degree of the emergency in each case as to 
what protective agencies — -municipal, national, or international — 
should be requested to give assistance. Since the situation described 
in this case did not apparently present an/or [sic] grave emergency 
the Legation assumed that in addition to the ordinary police protec- 
tion the Consul General did not think it necessary at that time to seek 
other assistance than the precautionary presence of an American naval 
vessel. 

3. The following telegram from commander in chief : 

“0016. The Consul General has been informed that I consider it 
inadvisable to establish a precedent that the United States Navy was 
primarily responsible for the protection of any public works as such. 
It seems to me that this matter is broader than the question of pro- 
tection of American property which would be afforded by such Amer- 
ican forces as the senior United States naval officer present at the 
moment considered necessary and when such protection could not be 
afforded by the local authorities. I have suggested that the senior 
member of the consular body write to the senior naval officer present 
requesting protection for the power plant. 

*® Telegram in three sections- 
323428 — 43 — ^vol. ii 41 
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Such action would then be taken by the latter as would set a precedent 
that public utilities, international in character, were to receive pro- 
tection from the naval forces at all times without regard to the nation- 
ality of the senior naval officer present. The ranking member of the 
consular body and the senior officer afloat, it now so happens, are both 
American citizens. 2105.” 

4. The Legation agrees with the commander in chiefs opinion that 
the protection of the light and power plant is a broader question than 
that of the protection of American property as such. I find it difficult, 
however, to accept his view that the presence of an American naval 
vessel as requested in this instance would “establish a precedent that 
the United States Navy was primarily responsible for the protection 
of any public works as such.” It seems to me on the other hand that 
the course suggested by him might possibly create a precedent that 
American consular officers were to be precluded from directly calling 
upon the American naval authorities for the protection of American 
property if by chance that property were a public utility and that 
they must, in the event of the protection afforded by the local authori- 
ties being considered inadequate, apply through international channels 
for joint international naval protection. There seems to me an element 
of evasion [danger^l in such a position since the American naval 
authorities would have a certain correlative obligation to participate 
in joint action for the protection of Isio'] perhaps even in minor cases 
of non- American foreign-owned properties having the character of 
public utility with the ever possible risk of our cooperation being 
exploited for ulterior purposes. While there can be no question of 
an international obligation to supplement the local authorities in the 
protection of such public utility when actually necessary, I cannot but 
feel somewhat apprehensive of a position which emphasizes the inter- 
national phase of this problem lest we may find ourselves embarrassed 
at times by requests from a senior naval officer for the proportionate 
assistance of our naval and marine forces in joint action for the pro- 
tection of such British corporations as the Shanghai Water Works, 
Shanghai Gas Company, Shanghai Tramways or other non- American- 
owned public utilities at that port. It therefore seems to me on the 
whole that the nature of the action to be taken should depend upon 
the character of the emergency and that it is hardly advisable to lay 
down in advance a hard and fast rule in matters of this kind (as the 
commander in chief seems to me to do in taking the position that the 
only correct procedure is for the senior consul to approach the senior 
naval officer present) and that it is preferable to deal with each case 
as it arises after a consideration of the particular circumstances 
involved. 

5. Shall I repeat to Consul General at Shanghai the Department’s 
telegram under reference ? 


Perkins 
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893.00/10723 

TTi& GotisuZ General at Hanlcow {Lochhari) to the Charge in China 
' {PerJcins) 

Lf. No, 890 Hankow, December 27, 1929. 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the information of 
the Legation, a copy of a letter addressed to me under date of Decem- 
ber 17, 1929, by the Standard Oil Company reporting the attack by 
brigands with rifle and machine gun fire at Hwa Yung on the Motor 
Vessel Mei Yvmi belonging to the Standard Oil Company. Following 
the receipt of this report, I lodged a protest with the local Commis- 
sioner of Foreign Affairs. A copy of my letter dated December 19, 
1929, to the Commissioner is also enclosed.®^ 

On December 19, 1929, 1 received a copy of a radio from the U-S.S. 
Guam to the Commander of the Yangtze Patrol Force, reading as 
follows : 

“On fourteen December the Chi Ping and 1 Ping who were bound 
down river were fired upon heavily by about two hundred unidentified 
soldiers on left bank at Kueichow forty -seven miles above Ichang each 
ship received approximately fifty hits seven of the Chinese crew of Chi 
Pima were wounded no other casualties the cajgtain of the Chi Ping is 
of the opinion that the soldiers were attempting to commandeer the 
ship.” 

I also lodged a strong protest with the Com m issioner of Foreign 
Affairs for Hupeh against this attack. A copy of the letter, dated 
December 19, 1929, is enclosed for the information of the 

Legation.®’*' 

No reply has been received from the Commissioner of Foreign 
Affairs to either of the above mentioned protests. 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lockhart 


393.11/1048 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in China {Perhims) 

Washington, December 30, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

434. Tour 1181, December 23, 3 p. m. Repeat to the Consul General 
at Shanghai Department’s 419, December 18 and the following: 

The Department concurs in the view of the Commander-in-Chief 
that this matter is broader than the question of protection of American 
property. 

A more detailed statement of the Department’s views will follow.®® 

Stimson 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 1293, December 27 ; received January 28, 1930. 

^ Not printed. 

®® The Department’s views were further stated in its telegrams No. 39, January 
29, 1930, and No. 47, February 5, 1930 (393.11/1048). 
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3»3.1163Am3/07 

The Gonsful General at Hankow {LookJtart) to the OTuirge in Ghana 

(PerToina) 

L. No. 891 Hankow, December 30, 1929. 

SiE : I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter which 
the Consulate General has received from the Very Right Reverend 
J. A. O’Shea of Kanchow, Bliangsi Province, together with a copy 
of this office’s reply,"*® informing Bishop O’Shea that a copy of his 
letter has been forwarded to the American Degation at Peiping for 
appropriate action. 

It will be noted from a perusal of Bishop O’Shea’s letter that he 
feels very strongly that the National Government of the Republic 
of China has done little in south Kiangsi to justify its declarations 
to protect foreign lives and property and that he states that his 
mission has borne at heavy cost “the inefficiency and culpable neglect 
of the young government”. The Legation’s attention is particularly 
invited to paragraphs five and six of the letter, wherein Bishop 
O’Shea requests that the Nanking Government be informed that 
his mission will demand the right of indemnification for damages in- 
flicted on its property and further requests that that government be 
urged to send reinforcements to south Kiangsi. In coimection with 
the matter of sending reinforcements please refer to my telegram 
No. 170 of December 9, 3 p. m. 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lockhaet 


MURDER OF THREE AMERICAN CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES BY 

CHINESE BANDITS 

393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/1 : Telegram 

The Consul Oeneral at HanJcow (Lockhart') to the Secretary of State 

Hankow, April 27, 1929 — 11 p. m. 
[Received April 27 — ^9 : 06 p. m.] 
34. The following telegram has been sent to the Legation : 

‘‘66, April 27, 10 p. m. Passionist Procuration have been informed 
tonight that Fathers Walter Coveyou of Petoskey, Michigan, Cle- 
ment Seybold of Dunkirk, New York, and Godfrey Holbein of 
Baltimore, Maryland, were killed by bandits at Chenki, Hunan, 
on April 24th. Have taken matter up with the Chinese authorities. 
Repeated to the Department.’’ 

Lockhart 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Charge in China in his despatch 
No. 2540, January 16, 1930; received February 13, 1^0. 

"Neither printed. 
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398.1123 Coveyou, Walter/2 : T^egram 

The Consul General at Hankow {Lockhart) to the Secretary of State 

Hakkow, April 29, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 5:10 p. m.] 

35. My 34, April 27, 11 a. m. \jp. m.] The following telegram has 
been sent to the Legation : 

“68, April 29, noon. My 66, April 27, 10 p. m. No further details 
have been received regarding Inllmg of three Catholic Fathers except 
that Father Anthony [Maloney] at Chenki has reported that he 
has recovered the bodies. 

I have requested Ho Chien to use every possible effort to appre- 
hend the bandits and adequately punish them. Repeated to the 
Department.” 

Lockhart 


893.1123 Coveyou. Walter/3 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 30, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received 8:55 p. m.] 

330. Hankow’s April 27, 10 p. m., and April 29, noon, which were 
repeated directly to Department by Hankow, relative to killing 
of three American priests at Chenki, Hunan, have been repeated to 
Nanking with following instructions : 

“Please bring matter to attention of Minister Foreign Affairs and 
request that appropriate instructions be issued in accordance with 
Hankow Consulate’s request to Ho Chien.” 

MacMurray 


393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/6 : Telegram 

The GonsubL General at Hankowi {Lockhart) to the Secretary of State 

Hankow, May 3, 1929—4 p. m. 

[Received May 4 — 10 a. m.] 

37. Following details have been received concerning the killing of 
the three Catholic missionaries refeired to in my telegrams Nos. 34, 
April 27, 11 p. m., and 35, April 29, 1 p: m.: The three Catholic 
[Fathers] were taken by 30 bandit soldiers at Hwachiao, Hunan, 
near Chenki. The army to which these soldiers formerly belonged 
is not known. The three priests were marched into the hills about five 
miles away to the mouth of a mine pit 50 feet deep. After stripping all 
clothing from them. Reverend Walter Coveyou was shot first, then 


"Chairman of the Htinan Provincial Government. 
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Reverend Clement Seybold and finally Reverend Godfrey Holbein. 
The three bodies were then thrown into the pit. The motive for the 
inhuman killing is unknown. Servants accompanying the missionaries 
were released and returned to Chenki. Reverend Anthony Maloney 
and Miles McCarthy with a bodyguard of 90 soldiers from Chenki 
found the pit on April 26 and on following day recovered the bodies 
and arrived with them in Chenki on April 28. The magistrate held 
an inquest at Chenki, after which the bodies were taken to Shenchow, 
Hunan, and arrived there on Api-il 30. Burial will take place at 
Shenchow on May 4. Please inform Very Reverend Stanislaus 
Gi-ennan, Provincial of [Community of] Passionist [Fathers], Union 
City, New Jersey. Repeated to liegation.^’^ 

Lookhakt 


393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/10 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurrcuy) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 13, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received May 13 — 10 a. m.] 
379. My 356, May 7, 3 p. Following from American Consul 
General at Hankow : 

^^May 11, 9 a. in. Concerning murder of three Catholic Fathers^ 
General Ho Chien telegraphs me that two brigands, Chu Chia-tsai 
and Chu Chang-nan, have been arrested and that further search is 
being made for remaining brigands,” 

MaoMukray 


393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/12 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 19, 1929 — p. m. 

[Received May 19 — 11 : 45 a. m.] 

402. My 379, May 13, noon. Following from American Consul 
General at Hankow : 

“May 18, 1 p. m. My May 11, 9 a. m. Chief oiiicer Hwang Tze- 
yun,^"^ who refused to afford protection to priests before their murder, 
has been executed together with bandit named Liu and the wife of 
the innkeeper Nieh and still two others whose names not obtainable. 


“ In his telegram No. 350, May 4, the Minister in China informed the Depart- 
ment that telegram No. 37 had been repeated to Nanking “with instructions to 
make immediate representations to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the appre- 
hension and punishment of the guilty parties, Hankow Consul urgently to renew 
representations to Ho Chien.” (393.1123 Coveyou, Walter /6) 

Not printed. 

Chief of the Hwachiao, Hunan, Defense Corps. 
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Five in all have been executed and other suspects are being held 
in custody. The military are still searching town and surrounding 
country where crime was committed.” 

MAcMxjnRAT 


393.1123 Cov€you, Walter/29 

The Consul GeneroU at Hankow {Lockhart) to the Chinese Commis- 
sioner of Foreign Affairs for Hunan {Kwng Teh'peTC)^ 

Hankow, July 19, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to your letter of June 3, 1929,^^ in 
which you state that Chen Tsu-ming, the leader of the bandit gang 
that murdered the three American missionaries in western Hunan a 
few weeks ago, had been killed, and to state that I am now in receipt 
of first hand information from Shenchow stating that Chen Tsu- 
ming has not been executed nor has he been apprehended. Reliable 
evidence is at hand indicating that he was at large as late as July 
9 at Tswei Nieh Yuan, a place about 40 li distant from Hwai Hwa. 
The Magistrate’s statement that Chen Tsu-ming had been appre- 
hended and executed is erroneous, according to my informant at 
Hwa Chiao. 

It also appears that the two bandits said to have been executed 
for the crime were members of the Hwa Chiao Home Guards and 
were not implicated in the murder. A letter has been received from 
a person who was sent to Hwa Chiao immediately after the murder 
of the three missionaries, and this investigator states definitely that 
the bandits have not been apprehended. In view of the informa- 
tion in my possession at this time I am compelled to come to the 
following conclusions, namely: 

1. The bandit leader has not been executed. 

2. None of the bandits who killed the three missionaries have 
been executed. 

8. The location of the bandit leader on July 9, 1929, must have 
been known to the local officials. 

4. General Tsen Yu-mo of Fenghwang captured a man in pos- 
session of articles of the murdered men, but refused to punish him. 

5. The Yuanchow Magistrate who reported the death of the bandit 
leader cannot give proof of the execution. 

^In telegram No. 468, June 12, the Minister repeated to the Department a 
telegram of June 10, from the Consul General at Hankow stating that “Commis- 
sioner of Foreign Affairs at Changsha has informed me that Chen Tsu-ming, the 
leader of the bandit gang that murdered the three priests in Hunan, has been 
killed by soldiers sent to exterminate the gang.” (393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/15). 

^ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 1174, July 19 ; received August 19, 1929. 

^ Not transmitted to the Department of State. 
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I beg to request that this case be given your further attention and 
that all members of the gang implicated in the heinous crime be im . 
mediately brought to justice. 

Accept C®tc.] F. P. Lookhabt 


393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/26 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

No. 1320 Washington, August 12, 1929. 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 2134 dated 
June 12, 1929,^ in which you refer to previous reports regarding the 
murder of Fathers Walter Coveyou, Clement Seybold and Godfrey 
Holbein in Hunan Province on April 24, 1929. You request the in- 
structions of the Department in reference to the question of whether 
the American Government should demand an indemnity in this case, 
if only as a means of assuring more adequate iirotection of other 
Americans in the future. 

The Department has followed with close attention the representa- 
tions made at the instance of the Legation and the action taken by 
the Chinese authorities following this brutal murder. The Depart- 
ment has transmitted to the Beverend Mr. John J. Burke, General 
Secretary of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, the infor- 
mation contained in the reports received from the Consul General 
at Hankow and from the Legation. By him the information has 
been sent to the Community of Passionist Fathers at Union City, 
New Jersey. If the information in the Department’s files is to be 
relied upon the victims of the outrage, although they had made in- 
quiries concerning possible danger along their route of travel, were 
not in possession of travel certificates, had not notified the local 
Chinese authorities of their intended journey and, in fact, made no 
request for an armed guard until they had arrived at Hwa Chiao, 
when they asked for protection from a local military organization, 
the Hwa Chiao Defense Corps, and were refused. It would appear 
from the Department’s records that the Beverend Mr. Walter Coveyou 
was in possession of a passport issued July 28, 1928, but that his two 
associates possessed no passports still in force. The record indicates 
that as soon as they were informed of the crime the Chinese local and, 
provincial authorities made prompt and apparently sincere efforts to 
apprehend the guilty persons and inflicted the dealth penalty on the 
following: 

"Not printed. 

^ The Consul at Nanking on July 11 reported his receipt of information from 
the Chinese Foreign OfOLce concerning the death of another guilty ^‘bandit” 
named Mao Ohi-yung during fighting in Hunan, presumably in June (393.1123 
Coveyou, Walter/27). 
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Lu Sheng4ung 

Hwang Tze-yuan 

Ho Ching-cliiang 
]Srieh Yi-shih. 

Mrs. Nieh. 

Chn Chia-tsai 
Chxi Chang-nan 
Chen Tze-ming 


Head of the United Guard of the Chen- 
Chih District. 

Chief of the Hwa Chiao Defense Corps, 
who refused to give protection. 

Chief of the Hwai-Hwa Defense Corps. 
The inn-keeper. 

The wife of the inn-keeper. 

Member of the Hwa Chiao Defense Corps, 
Member of the Hwa Chiao Defense Corps. 
A brigand leader (killed while resisting 
arrest). 


The Department believes that if the circumstances of the murder 
and the subsequent action taken by the Chinese authorities were as 
indicated above, the provincial authorities can hardly be accused of 
culpable negligence before the fact, although it remains to be proved 
that they were exerting their utmost endeavors to maintain general 
conditions of peace and order. The utility of a demand for exemplary 
damages from the province, or from the National Government, there- 
fore, seems doubtful. If, on the other hand, exemplary damages 
were to be demanded and assessed on the local community in which 
the murder occurred, it seems debatable whether the demand would 
reinforce, in any useful way, the warning already given to the com- 
mxmity by the execution of a number of its members. If the^ Ijega- 
tion entertains views different from those expressed herein, the De- 
partment desires to be informed thereof. 

You are requested to indicate to the American Consulate General 
at Hankow and the American Consulate at Nanking the Department’s 
satisfaction with the manner in which those oflSices have acted in refer- 
ence to this regrettable occurrence. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Trtjsuer Johnson 


S93.1123 CoveyoTi, Walter/32 

The American Minister in China {MaoMurray^ to the Chinese Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs (C, T. Wang)^^ 

No. 835 Peking, August 16, 1929. 

Exceixenox: I have the honor to refer to the murder, on April 24, 
1929, at Chenki, Hunan, of three American citizens, the Eeverends 
Clement Seybold, Walter Coveyou, and Godfrey Holbein, which mat- 
ter was first brought to the attention of Your Excellency’s Ministry 
on May 1, 1929, by the American Constil at Nanking. So far as I am 
aware, the last communication received by the American Consul in 

®®Copy transmitted to the Department hy the Minister in his despatch No, 
2268, August 16; received September 13, 1929. 
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regard to the case was a note dated June 21st from the Division of 
American and European Affairs of Your Excellency’s Ministry. 

I am now in receipt of a communication from the American Consul 
General at Hankow in regard to surprising information which he has 
recently received and which clearly indicates that the Hunan authori- 
ties charged with investigating the case and punishing the guilty 
parties have apparently as yet not apprehended or punished a single 
one of the actual participants in the atrocious murder of these three 
American citizens. It further appears that such investigating offi- 
cials in Hunan have also misinformed the higher Chinese authorities 
who transmitted such misinformation to the American Consul General 
at Hankow. A copy of his note of July 19th to the Commissioner of 
Foreign Affairs for Hunan calling attention to the above facts is 
enclosed herewith for Your Excellency’s information.®’^ 

I accordingly have the honor to request that Your Excellency will 
take steps to insure that the actual murderers of these three American 
citizens are duly apprehended and punished in accordance with the 
law. 

I avail myself [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMubrat 


393.1123 Coveyou, Walter/35 

The Consul Oeneral at Ha/nkow {^Lockhart') to the Minister in OJvma 

(MaoMurray) ®^ 

L. ITo. 828 Hankow, September 13, 1929. 

Sni: I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 769 of July 19, 
1929,®® regarding the execution of Chen Tsu-ming, a brigand leader 
alleged to have been implicated in the murder of the three American 
Catholic missionaries at Chenki, Hunan, and to enclose herewith, for 
the information of the Legation, the Chinese text and a translation 
of a letter addressed to me under date of September 5, 1929, by the 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs for Hunan ®® on this subject. The 
Commissioner’s letter explains itself. 

While the enclosed letter definitely states that Chen Tsu-ming 
is a brigand leader and has been executed, it does not state that he was 
implicated in the killing of the three missionaries. The letter does 
state, however, that Chang Liu Lao Ko who has been arrested, is im- 
plicated in the case and will be tried with another suspect Yang 

p. 607. 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatch 
No. 1215, September 13 ; received October 12, 1929. 

Not printed. 
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Ta-fong. I shall inform the Legation of the outcome of this trial. 
The statement that Chen Tsu-ming has been executed is at variance 
with information in possession of the Passionist Procuration at Han- 
kow. I have requested this missionary organization to give me fur- 
ther information on the subject. 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lochjiart 

893.1123 Coveyou, Walter/37 

The Consul General at HomJcom {LockJiasri) to the Minister in China 

{MccoMurrayY^ 


L. No. 854 Hankow, October 17, 1929^. 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 828 of September 

18 1929, and to previous correspondence, and also to the Lega- 
tion’s instruction of September 19, 1929, on the above mentioned sub- 
ject, and to enclose herewith a memorandum recently furnished me, 
at my request, by the Reverend Timothy McDermott,®** giving detailed 
information regarding the efforts put forth by the Chinese authorities 
to apprehend the persons guilty of the murder of the three mission- 
aries. The Reverend Father McDermott’s memorandum explains 
itself. The information contained therein is at variance in some re- 
spects with information furnished me by the Chinese authorities in 
Hunan. It seems fairly well established that none of the five persons 
executed on account of this crime had any actual direct participation 
in it. While some of those executed may have been indirectly impli- 
cated or may have had prior knowledge, it seems clear from the Rever- 
end McDermott’s statement that the bandits who actually committed 
the crime have not yet been apprehended. In this connection, I beg 
to enclose herewith a copy of a telegram addressed by me on September 

19 to General Ho Chien at Changsha requesting specific information 
as to whether any persons suspected of committing the crime have 
been apprehended, and if so, whether they have been tried and found 
guilty and what punishment, if any, was meted out to them. It will 
be observed that I requested the names of such persons and any other 
details available showing efforts put forth by the Chinese authorities 
to bring to justice all persons guilty of the crime. A copy of General 
Ho Chien’s telegraphic reply of September 21, 1929, is enclosed here- 
with.**® The two brigands, Chu Chia-tsai and Chu Chang-nan, were 
undoubtedly executed as claimed, but no evidence has been adduced 
showing that they directly participated in the crime. The other three 
persons who were executed, namely, Lou Sen-lung, Mrs. Yun nee Nien, 

^ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Oonsnl General in his despatch 
No. 1244 October 17 ; received November 23, 1929. 

“Not printed. 
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(keeper of the inn) and Hwang Tse-yun, commanding officer of a vol- 
unteer corps, were merely suspected of having some connection wit! 
the unfortunate ajffair. It appears that Chen Tse-ming and Mao Chi- 
ying who are also suspected of having had more direct connection with 
the crime than any others, are still at large. The main difference of 
opinion between the Chinese authorities and the missionaries resident 
in the area in which the crime was committed is whether the bandit 
leader, Chen Tse-ming, and Mao Chi-ying, are still alive. The mis- 
sionaries interested in the case state that they are still at large and 
that until they are captured and punished it cannot be said that the 
crime has been atoned. 

There is also enclosed herewith a letter (in Chinese text and English 
translation) addressed to me by the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
at Changsha under date of September 21, 1929,^® showing that one 
Chang Liu Lao Ko was arrested, tried, found guilty, and executed 
in connection with the above mentioned case. It will be observed in 
the Keverend Father McDermott’s memorandum enclosed herewith 
that Father Anthony Maloney of Chenki wrote under date of August 
26, 1929, that “Chang Liu Lao Ko, a former officer of Chang Hsien 
Lo, executed here yesterday. Opinion around here though seem[s] 
to make him innocent of the murder of the priests which was the first 
item on his condemnation.” 

I have instructed Consul Butrick who is now in Changsha engaged 
in closing the Consulate at that place, to call on General Ho Chien 
and urge him to renew efforts towards capturing the brigand chief, 
Chen Tse-ming, and also Mao Chi-ying. Until definite information 
is at hand showing that these two brigands have been apprehended, 
tried and adequately punished I do not consider that the case can be 
regarded as closed. 

I have [etc.] F. P. Lockhabt 

393.1123 Coveyou, Walter /39 

The American Charge m China (PerJains) to the Chinese Minister 
for Foreign Affairs {C, T. WangY^ 

No. 932 Peiping, November 30, 1929. 

Ex ckIiT iE Ncy : I have the honor to refer to Your Excellency’s note 
of September 30, 1929,®® regarding the apprehension and punishment 
of the bandits responsible for the murder of three American mis- 
sionaries at Chenki, Hunan, and to state that since Your Excellency’s 
note under acknowledgment was written, missionaries at Chenki have 
written that the Magistrate at Chenki admits that Ch’en Tzu-ming 

“Not printed. 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Ohargd in his despatch No. 2459, 
December 5 ; received January 3, 1930. 
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has not yet been killed, which is also the opinion generally held at 
Chenki, and that the Magistrate at Siip’u also admits this to be a 
fact. The other leader, Mao Lien-ch’ang, is reported to be still alive, 
and several people at Chenki have reported having seen bim at Chang- 
teh recently. 

In view of the foregoing, I must request that Your Excellency have 
stringent orders issued to General Ho Chien to take vigorous action 
to apprehend and punish these two leaders as well as the others of 
the murderers still at large.®^ 

I avail myself [etc.] Maelok F. Perkins 


DUAL NATIONALITY OP UNITED STATES CITIZENS OF CHINESE 

DESCENT” 

893.012/36 

The Consul General at Shanghai {GvrnimgJiam) to the Secretary 

of State 

No. 6178 Shanghai, May 17, 1929. 

[Received June 10.] 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a self-explana- 
tory letter addressed by the Shanghai Consulate General to the Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs concerning the citizenship of Mr. Char 
Wei Yuen (W. Y. Char),®^ a citizen of the United States, born in the 
Hawaiian Islands of Chinese parents. While the statements con- 
tained in the enclosure herewith explain the citizenship status of Mr. 
Char as interpreted by this office, there are still other facts which 
should be reported in order that the Department may have a fuller 
knowledge of the case upon which to base its instructions in this 
and other similar cases which may arise from time to time. 

On the afternoon of June 4, 1927, at the close of a baseball game, 
Mr. Char Wei Yuen is said to have assaulted a Chinese citizen named 
Jui Hsoh-hsien. The assault was apparently a serious one, since the in- 
jured party is reported to be still confined to his bed after a lapse of 
almost two years, although there is some question as to the genuine- 
ness of the allegations of his relatives on this point. The complaint 
against Mr. Char was filed, not in the United States Court for China 
but in the Provisional Court, the complainant alleging that Mr. 
Char was a citizen of China. Shortly after the filing of the com- 

Reports to tlie Department in May 1980 indicated that Ch’en Tzu-ming was 
alive and continuing handit activities; and in April 1931 it was reported that 
he had been received Into the Chinese Army (393.1123 Coveyou, ■Walter/42, 48, 44). 
” Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n. pp. 581-587. 

Not printed. 

*^Also known as Zia Wei Nyoen. 
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plaint, the question of citizenship arose and the Commissioner ol 
Foreign Affairs was informed by this office that Mr. Char was an 
American citizen. Mr. Char, however, voluntarily submitted to the 
jurisdiction of the Provisional Court, because foreign lawyers are 
not allowed to appear in the Provisional Court on behalf of Chinese 
citizens in purely Chinese cases and because Mr. Char apparently 
desired to take advantage of the fact that as a lawyer of Chinese 
race he might appear on behalf of Chinese citizens. It is also be- 
lieved that he, as well as his American partner, Mr. H. D, Eodger, 
thought that the case would be treated lightly and had no idea that 
at a later date complications such as have arisen, would arise. The 
case finally came on for trial and Mr. Char was fined $300.00 on 
October 12, 1928. The complainant, however, was not satisfied and 
filed an appeal. The Appellate Court apparently considered the 
matter more serious and changed the sentence, on February 8, 1929, 
to three months imprisonment. Just prior to the judgment of the 
Appeal Court, but after it had ordered his detention, Mr. Char 
appealed to this Consulate General for assistance on the ground that 
he was an American citizen. Before, however, taking any steps to 
protect Mr. Char, he was required to execute an affidavit, a copy of 
which is attached hereto,®® to the effect that he had done nothing to 
expatriate himself. Although this office realized that Mr. Char had 
been trying to take advantage of his dual nationality, it did not feel 
that these facts, in the absence of any proof that he had actually 
taken an oath of allegiance to China, could I'elieve it of extending 
protection. There were several reasons why this stand was taken. 
In the first place, the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs was informed 
on May 22, 1928, while the case against Mr. Char was pending in 
the Provisional Court, that he was an American citizen. In the 
second place, Mr. Char was residing in the International Settlement 
of Shanghai, where the complainants could easily have brought 
action in the United States Court for China. In the third place, to 
have withdrawn protection from Mr. Char would have created a 
precedent which could in the future be cited by the Chinese authori- 
ties as our recognition of the right of the Chinese Government to 
assume jurisdiction over all persons of Chinese race who might be 
American citizens. Every opportunity was given to the Commissioner 
of Foreign Affairs and to the President of the Appeal Court to 
produce proof of the fact that Mr. Char had committed an act of 
expatriation under American Law, but they failed to take advantage 
of the opportunity. It was also suggested to the President of the 
Appeal Court that Mr. Char be granted bail pending some agree- 


*®Not printed. 
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ment as to his citizenship status but this suggestion was also refused. 
Under the circumstances, this office had no alternative but to request 
the Police authorities of the International Settlement to release Mr. 
Char, since he was an American citizen. This request the police 
complied with as is the usual custom in Shanghai when a Consul of 
an extraterritorial power makes such a request. 

I am also enclosing herewith, for the Department’s information, 
copies of two letters dated March 18, 1929, and April 11, 1929, which 
were received by this office from Dr. (^orge SeUett, the United 
States District Attorney,®® in which he sets forth his views on this 
case. The gist of Dr. Sellett’s views is that the United States Court 
for China and the Provisional Court have concurrent jurisdiction 
over Mr. Char and that, since the Provisional Court first took juris- 
diction, it should be the Court to try the accused. This office, how- 
ever, disagrees with Dr. Sellett’s views principally on the groimd 
that, under the system of extraterritoriality existing in China, every 
American citizen, regardless of the question of dual nationality, is 
subject only to the jurisdiction of the Courts of the United States 
functioning in China so long as the citizen has not expatriated him- 
self and so long as he resides in a place set aside by the treaties as 
places of residence and trade in China. 

Although Dr. SeUett held a contrary opinion to that of this office, 
he agreed to prosecute Mr. Char, but so far has been prevented from 
doing so because of the refusal of the aggrieved Chinese party to 
cooperate in the prosecution. As can be seen from the letter ad- 
dressed to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs, a copy of which 
was mentioned above as an Miclosure herewith, the Chinese authori- 
ties are again being requested to instruct the complainant to co- 
operate with Dr. SeUett in order that Mr. Char can be prosecuted. 
It is doubtful, however, if they wiU do so and the question arises 
as to what should be done in the premises. Two alternatives present 
thranselves, either to let the matter drop entirely as far as the Amer- 
ican authorities are concerned, since the Chinese complainant re- 
fused to come forward to assist in the prosecution, or to hand Mr. 
Char over to the Provisional Court to be dealt with by that Court 
as a Chinese citizen. 

Since the citizenship status of aU American citizens of Chinese 
race who reside in China is involved in this case, the instructions 
of the Department are requested for future guidance. 

I have [etc.] Enwm S. Ctjnninoeiam 

“Neither printed. 
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893.012/S8 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 16, 1929—5 p. m. 

[Received J uly 17 — ^9 : 45 a. ] 

576. Reference my despatch 2117 of May 31, 1929.®® Following 
from Shanghai : 

“July 12, 11 a. m. Char Wai Yuen having disregarded the warning 
of this oflSice to refrain from going into Chinese-controlled territory 
until all jurisdictional dispute in connection with his case had been 
settled was arrested in the oiSce of the Commissioner of Forei^ Affairs 
where he had gone to discuss matters of interest to some of his clients. 
He was allowed to telephone this office and requested its assistance in 
securing his release, which request was made, but the Qiinese authori- 
ties refused to release him. It appears that they intend to compel h\r(\ 
to serve in a Chinese jail the three months’ sentence inflicted by the 
appellate branch of the Provisional Court. Aside from the question 
of removal, such imprisonment is contrary to the Mixed Court rendi- 
tion agreement ®® since prisoners given jail sentences by the Provisional 
Court are incarcerated in the municipal prison attached to that court. 
It is requested that the Legation refer this matter with its comments 
to the Department for instructions, and/or file a protest with the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs at Nanking. In this connection reference is 
made to section 2000 of the Revised Statutes under the title ^Release of 
citizens imprisoned by foreign governments.’ ” 

[Garbled group] following received f I’om Shanghai : 

“123, July 15, 3 p. m. No reply has yet been received to my 122, July 
12, 11 a. m., but the suggestion is ventured that the Legation request 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to instruct the Chinese judicial au- 
thorities at Shanghai to release Char on substantial security pending 
a settlement of his citizenship status. The Commissioner of Foreign 
Affairs has refused to entertain such a request but it is believed the 
judicial authorities may take such action if the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs directs. 

The case is attracting considerable attention locally because it ap- 
pears that Char was tricked into making his visit to the Bureau of 
Foreign Affairs. It appears that Char and the Commissioner have 
been friends for some years and when the Commissioner asked Char 
to come^ to the Bureau of Foreign Affaii‘s to discuss certain matters 
concerning some of Char’s clients which were being discussed over the 
telephone, Char proceeded there, not thinking that his friend would 
betray him.” 

Since reply to Legation’s despatch No. 2117 of May 31, 1929, has 
not been received, Department’s telegraphic instructions are requested. 

Telegram in three sections. 

Not printed ; it refers to despatch No. 6178, May 17, from the Consul General 
at Shanghai, supra. 

Foreign Relations^ 1926, vol. i, p. 1035. 
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In the event Department rules Char has expatriated himself as Ameri- 
can citizen by actions described in Shanghai’s despatch No. 6178 of 
May lYth, the matter appears to be one for action by consular body as 
violation Mixed Court rendition agreement in reference to Chinese 
citizen. 

MaoMtjerav 


893.012/40 : Telegram 

The Minister in China, {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 30, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

[Received 10:45 p. 

652. My 576, July 16, 5 p. m. 

1. Following urgent telegram received from American Consul Gen- 
eral at Shanghai : 

“July 29, 11 a. m. Permit me to urge early action in this case. 
There is an important principle involved which will affect large num- 
ber of Sino- American citizens if the Chinese authorities are permitted 
without prejudice to arrest and arbitrarily detain Char without judi- 
cial authority. It would [not?] be unreasonable to presume that it 
will be cited as a precedent affecting American citizens having no con- 
sanguineous relations with China. I have no sympathy with Char, 
who has been endeavoring to carry water on both shoulders, but it is 
hoped this case will be dealt with definitely and expeditiously by the 
DeiDartment. * 

As having a bearing on my 5978 of May l7th, the following sketch of 
Char was furnished ^is office by the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
on July 15th as having been filed by Char with the Ministry of Rail- 
ways: ^Char TV^ai-yuan, 36, is a native of Chun^han, Kwan^ung, 
having graduated from the law school of the Southern California 
University, United States of America. He has hitherto- practiced 
law in Shanghai and has acted as a legal adviser to the Currency 
Supervision Bureau of the Ministry of Finance.’ 

This biographical sketch does not preclude his having been born in 
the United States but it would appear under Chinese interpretation to 

mean that he is by consanguinity of Kwangtung Province. 

Copies of Char’s applications to the Ministry of Railways and other 
National Government branches were solicited &om the Chinese author- 
ities early this year but without previous success.” 

2. Shanghai Chinese press and other Chinese opinion c[uoted in a 
despatch from Cunningham dated July 25th admit Char’s dual na- 
tionality but hold that when legal issues arise the courts of the country 
of domicile are in accordance with international law and usage to have 
jurisdiction and that Char is accordingly obviously subject to orders of 
the Chinese courts. 

3. Uegation awaits instructions of Department. 


” Telegram in three sections. 
323423—43 — vol. ii 42 
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893.012/40 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

WAsinNGTON-, August 15, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

272. Your 652, July SO; 576, July 16; and Shanghai’s despatch 
6178, May 17. After careful consideration of applicable laws and 
facts, the Department is of the following opinion : First, Char is a 
citizen of China and a citizen of the United States. Second, the 
Provisional Court having first assumed jurisdiction over him as a 
Chinese citizen, there exists no legal basis for questioning that juris- 
diction. Third, Char had previously so conducted himself as to em- 
phasize his Chinese citizenship. His statement filed with the Ministry 
of Railways that he is a native of Kwangtung appears purposely mis- 
leading and he has been closely associated and officially connected with 
the Government of China. These facts, while perhaps not legally 
sufficient to effect his expatriation, nevertheless warrant and justify 
refusal on the part of the American Government to intervene in his 
behalf as an American citizen. 

Accordingly no action looking to Char’s release from the custody 
of the Chinese authorities should be taken by the Legation or the Con- 
sulate General. If the Consular Body should decide to protest the 
case on the ground of alleged violation of the Rendition Agreement, 
Department has no objection to Cunningham’s participation therein. 

• Stimsox 


803.012/42 : Telegram 

T7ie Minister in China (^MacMurray') to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, September 14, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 6 : 20 p. m.] 

826. Department’s 272, August 15, 8 p. m. Following from Ameri- 
can Consul General at Shanghai: 

‘‘September 12, 10 a. m. Referring to the Legation’s 145, August 
19, 10 a. m., concerning the Char case. I projoose, subject to the 
Legation’s approval, to inform the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
that the American Government considers Char to be both a citizen 
of China and of the United States, but on account of his past conduct 
in emphasizing his Chinese citizenship no further request will be 
made for his release. 

It is believed that such a communication should be sent to the 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in order to make it clear to the 
Chinese authorities that our reason for not extending any further 
protection to Char in this case is due to his business. Otherwise 
silence on our part may be interpreted to mean that we acquiesce in 
the^ Chinese view on the question of jurisdiction over persons of dual 
Chinese and American nationality.” 

I have replied approving the recommendation in his first paragraph. 

MacMtjbrat 
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893.012/43 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 3, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received October 4 — 9 : 30 a. ] 

853. Departmeiit’s 272, August 15, 8 p. m. Following from Ameri- 
can Consulate General at Shanghai : 

^^Referring to this Consulate General’s despatch number 6156, Sep- 
tember 25, 1929. Another American-born Chinese, Fong Koon Look, 
registered at this Consulate General since 1922, approved by the 
D^artment and without any proof of having held himself out to be 
a Chinese citizen, has been sued in the Shan^iai District Court. He 
was given a letter by this office in regard to his registration, which 
letter together with nis Hawaiian passport was taken up by the Dis- 
trict Court on September 19th. He has now been again summoned 
to appear on October 3rd at 2 p. m., failing which judgment by default 
will be given against him. A protest is being lodged with the Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs but it is believed that a protest to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in this and similar cases will have more 
effect.” 

2. Cunningham’s despatch referred to informed the Legation that 
another case similar to that of W. Y. Char had arisen in Shanghai 
and requested definite instructions as to how such cases were to be 
handled by consular officer in whose districts they arise. The particu- 
lar case at issue arose over a criminal action filed in the Provisional 
Court against Dr. T. C. Lieu, and a summons was issued for him by 
that court which was not served, however", because the municipal 
police ascertained that Dr. Lieu was registered at the Shanghai Con- 
sulate General as an American citizen. The charge against Dr. Lieu 
was that of negligence causing death, a charge which the United States 
District Attorney after investigation does not feel should be prose- 
cuted. Mr. Cunningham states that this case is quite different from 
the Char case because Lieu, as far as Consulate is aware, has never 
identified himself in any way with the Chinese Government or held 
himself out to be a Chinese citizen. He was born in San Francisco 
and has been living in the International Settlement for almost ten 
years. He was first registered at the Consulate General on August 
18, 1920, and his registration was approved by the Department under 
serial number 35,769. He has kept his passport valid to date and 
states that he intends to return to the United States to reside possibly 
within the next year. The Consulate General feels that the Chinese 
authorities may apprehend Lieu in the event he visits his patients in 
Chinese territory and requests instructions as to what arrangement 
should be made to protect him in this event. 


Telegram in three sections. 
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3. In view of the strong probability that there will be a number 
of cases of this kind, the Department’s instructions in this regard 
are urgently requested by telegraph. 

MaoMtjbrat 


S93.012/43 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaeMurray) 

WASBCtNGTOisr, October 11, 1929 — 7 p, m. 

3S2. Your 853, October 3, 10 a. m. If it is true that Fong Koon Look 
and Doctor '1'. C. Lieu were born on American soil and are registered 
at the Shanghai Consulate General as American citizens and have done 
nothing to einphasize their Chinese citizenship, you may accord them 
such protection as is possible and proper by virtue of the provisions 
of the treaties which establish and prescribe concerning extraterritorial 
jurisdiction over American citizens. 

Stdmcsok 


893.012/48 

The Oonsitl General at Shcmghai {^Owfmingharri) to the Minister m 

China {MacMurrayY^ 

lUo. 6231 Shanghai, October 30, 1929. 

Sir : Referring to the suit filed in the Shanghai District Court against 
Mr. Fong Koon Look, a Chinese- American citizen, which was reported 
to the Legation in this Consulate General’s telegram No. 170 of October 
1, 3 p. m. and in despatch No. 6168 dated October 3, 1929, and which 
was referred to in the Legation’s telegraphic instruction No. 163 of 
October 14, 5 p. m., I have the honor to inform the Legation that the 
Chinese authorities have refused to admit the contention of this oflSce 
that Mr. Fong should be tried in the United States Court for China. 
A copy of the Commissioner’s letter, dated October 22, 1929, giving 
the Chinese argument in regard to Mr. Fong’s citizenship is enclosed 
herewith.'^® From that letter it will be noted that the Chinese author- 
ities contend that Mr, Fong is a Chinese citizen because he had not 
secured a denaturalization certificate from the Ministry of Interior. 

For the further information of the Legation in regard to the con- 
tention of the Chinese authorities in connection with this case and the 
matter of dual nationality of Chinese-American citizens, there is 
enclosed herewith a copy of the decision handed down in this case 
on October 7, 1929.’^* As stated in the Commissioner’s letter, the court 

” Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2437, 
November 20; received December 21, 1929. The Department’s reply was dated 
January 18, 1930 (803.012/48). 

Not printed. 
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holds that it has jurisdiction since Mr. Fong has failed to secure a 
denaturalization certificate. 

The decision of the Chinese authorities now places Mr. Fong in a 
peculiar position. As long as he remains in the International Settle- 
ment or French Concession he can be protected but if he should enter 
into territory adjoining these areas he may be arrested by the Chinese 
authorities as in the case of Mr. W. Y. Char. If such a contingency 
should arise, this office is at a loss to understand in what manner it can 
afford protection to Mr. Fong in accordance with the Department’s 
instruction quoted in the Legation’s telegram to this office, ISTo. 163 
of October 14, 5 p. m. 

It will not be of any use at the present time to advise Mr. Fong to 
secure a denaturalization certificate since the issuance of such a certifi- 
cate would be refused by the Chinese authorities in accordance with 
Sections 3 and 4 of Article 13 of the Chinese Nationality Law which 
prescribe that a Chinese citizen cannot be denaturalized as long as 
he is the defendant in a civil suit and has a judgment outstanding 
against him. 

It is the opinion of this Consulate General that, in view of the 
frequency with which cases of dual nationality have arisen recently, 
this matter should be made the subject of negotiations between the 
Legation and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order that some mutual 
agreement can be arrived at in regard to the status of persons of dual 
American and Chinese nationality. In this connection reference is 
made to this Consulate General’s despatch No. 6133 of September 13, 
1929, suggesting that all such persons already registered at consulates 
in China or registering in future be advised to secure denaturalization 
certificates, which suggestion was transmitted by the Legation to the 
Department with its despatch No. 2343 of September 20, 1929.'^^ 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. Cunningham 


893.012/45 

The Secretanry of State to the Charge in China (Perkins) 

No. 1415 Washington, December 3, 1929. 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 2343, dated 
September 20, 1929, enclosing a copy of despatch No. 6133, dated 
September 13, 1929, from the Consul General at Shanghai setting 
forth the view that American citizens of the Chinese race should be ad- 
vised by American consular officers to obtain certificates of expatriation 
from the Chinese Ministry of the Interior. The Consul General also 
suggests that, in this event, the Legation should inform the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that such persons are being advised to apply for 


^^Not printed. 
"Neither printed. 
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these certificates in accordance with the Chinese Nationality Law 
promulgated on February 5, 1929. 

It is noted that, according to the translation supplied by the Consul 
General of Article 12 of the Chinese Nationality Law, among those 
classes of persons who are not allowed to renounce their citizenship 
are those who have attained military age, who are not relieved of mili- 
tary service or who have not served in the Army. It is also noted that 
the translation of Article 14 of the Law states as follows : 

‘‘Whoever loses his or her citizenship loses such rights and privileges 
as are enjoyable by no one other than a Chinese citizen. It the loser 
of Chinese citizenship has enjoyed such rights and privileges prior to 
the loss thereof, the rights and privileges in respect to property shall 
revert to the State Treasury unless they are assigned to a Chinese citizen 
within one year after their loss.” 

It would appear to the Department that if the provision of Article 
12 referred to above were strictly enforced it would prevent numbers 
of American citizens of the Chinese race from renouncing their Chinese 
citizenship. Article 14, quoted above, would appear to place persons 
who have renounced their Chinese citizenship under certain disabilities 
with regard to the property which they may hold in China. In these 
circumstances the Department is of the opinion that consular officers 
should exercise caution in advising American citizens of the Chinese 
race to apply for certificates of expatriation. It is believed that when 
advice on this subject is requested consular officers should confine them- 
selves to pointing out the pertinent provisions of the law, leaving it to 
the persons concerned to decide for themselves whether or not to apply 
for these certificates. 

The Department concurs in your view that no notification should 
be sent by the Legation to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the sort 
suggested by the Consul General. It concurs, also, in your opinion 
that applications for cei’tificates of expatriation should be filed directly 
by the persons concerned with the appropriate Chinese authorities, 
and not through the Legation. 

In this connection, you are referred to the Department’s instruc- 
tion No. 973 of August 31, 1928,^^ enclosing a copy of the Department’s 
instruction of May 22, 1928, to the Consul General at Canton,^® to the 
effect that American citizens of the Chinese race, when aj)plying for 
registration or passports at American consulates should be encouraged, 
although not required, to obtain and submit certificates of expatriation 
from the Chinese authorities. In the light of the provisions of the Na- 
tionality Law referred to above, the advisability of continuing this 


’^Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ii, p. 586. 
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practice appears open to question. Unless therefore there are appar- 
ent to you reasons for not doing so, you are instructed to inform con- 
sular officers that they should not encourage American citizens of the 
Chinese race to apply for these certificates, but merely, if it appears 
advisable to discuss the subject, invite their attention to the pertinent 
portions of the Nationality Law. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Tettslek Johnson 


CANCELATION OF THE EMBARGO ON SHIPMENTS OF ARMS TO CHINA 

AND TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT TO REFRAIN FROM ASSIST- 
ING CHINA IN NAVAL CONSTRUCTION™ 

893.113/1160 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 30, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 10 : 04 p. m.] 

68. My despatch No. 1787, December 5.®° 

1. British Minister informs me that in view of the general recog- 
nition now given the Nanking administration as the Government of 
China, his Government is disposed to suggest cancellation of the arms 
embargo. 

2, I am myself in favor of taking the opportunity to get rid of the 
embargo which has never worked well enough to accomplish anything 
of its purpose but has given unfair advantages to those capitalizing 
their disregard of it. I await however your early instructions as to 
the attitude I should assume on this question. 

MaoMurray 


893.113/1160 : Telegram 

The Secretc&ry of State to the Minister in China {MaoMurray) 

Washington, January 31, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

42. Your 68, January 30, 7 p. m. I am in favor of the cancellation 
of the embargo to China. The United States has to do that by a 
proclamation of the President which he can make at any time. Wire 
me if the Diploniatic Body are ready to cancel the agreement and I 
will have the President issue a proclamation. 

KEIiLOGG 

™Por previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 292 ft, 
and ibid., 1923, vol. i, pp. 617 ff. 

^ Ibid., 1928, vol. II, p- 308. 
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893.113/1161 : T^egram 

The Minister in China (McbcMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, February 8, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received February 8 — ^11 : 20 a, m.] 

94. Your telegram No. 42, January 31, 11 a. m. 

1. Cancellation of the 1919 arms embargo and of the corollary 
agreement as to withholding naval assistance (see Department’s 
telegram number 270, November 23 [^^], 5 p. m., 1922®® ) was yes- 
terday the subject of informal preliminary discussion among the 
British, Dutch and Italian Ministers, French and J apanese Charges 
and myself. British Minister stated position of his Government as 
described in my telegram number 68, January 30, 7 p. m. The others, 
although without instructions from their Governments, were inclined 
to favor cancellation of the embargo, although Japanese Charge d’Af- 
faires’ assent was somewhat qualified by a doubt whether it would 
not be premature to take such action until the outcome of the recent 
disbandment conference at Nanking had demonstrated whether unity 
is likely to be maintained. 

2. British Minister presented for consideration a draft of note to 
be addressed to the Nationalist Government by the Senior Minister 
in behalf of the representatives of the powers party to the 1919 agree- 
ment reviewing the status of the agreement and stating that : 

‘^The Governments of the Netherlands, Belgium, Brazil^ Denmark, 
Spain, the United States, France, Great Britain, its possessions, Japan 
and Portugal, having reviewed the arms embargo agreement of May 5, 
1919, in the light of the changed situation resulting from the estab- 
lishment of the National Government, consider that there is no longer 
any reason for the continuance of that agreement and have decided to 
regard it as canceled.” 

With regard to the naval agreement he suggested the following 
draft resolution : 

‘‘The representatives of Germany, Belgium, the British Empire, 
the United States of America, France, ItsQy, Japan, and the Nether- 
lands, have decided in view of the establishment of the National Gov- 
ernment of China to regard as canceled the understanding relative 
to the withholding of naval assistance from China which was pro- 
posed to the D[iplomatic] B[ody] by the United States Minister m a 
memorandum dated January 25, 1923,®^ and subsequently accepted on 
various dates by their respective Governments.” 


See note of May 5, 1919, from tlie Senior Minister in China to the Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Foreign J^elations, 1919, vol. i, p. 670. 
lUd., 1922, vol. I, pp. 745 ff., and 1923, vol. i, pp. 617 fC. 

1922, vol. I, p. 761. 

®*Not printed; but see telegrams No. 262, November 11, 1922, and No. 15, 
January 24, 1923, to the Minister in China, Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, 
p. 759, and ibid., 1923, vol. i, p. 617. 



CHINA 


525 

3. In view of the present sensitiveness of public opinion in the 
various countries in regard to any appearance of naval rivalry, I of- 
fered my personal observations along the following line: With the 
doing away of the naval agreement it might be expected that there 
would again be competition among the various interested nationalities 
for the supply of ships to the Chinese Navy. It would appear re- 
grettable if this competition were to give rise to such international 
jealousies, suspicions and intrigues for influence in the development 
of the Chinese Navy as had occurred during a period of some years 
following the Bethlehem contract.®® The danger of such embitter- 
ment of competition might be minimized if there were no occasion 
for any nationality to suspect the existence of secret arrangements 
to the beneflt of any other. Insofar as concerns the construction of 
ships, article No. 16 of the Washington Treaty limiting naval arma- 
ment®® provides for publicity which would tend to be reassuring. 
Insofar as concerns the furnishing of technical assistance through the 
sending of naval missions it might be thought worth while to consider 
whether it would be helpful to have an understanding among, at any 
rate, the principal naval powers that they would promptly inform 
each other upon the making of any such arrangement for the tech- 
nical assistance to the Chinese Navy. Do you consider such an ar- 
rangement feasible and desirable ? 

MaoMxjbray 


883.113/1161 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, February 2t, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

76. Your 94, February 8, 4 p. m. 

1. Department favors immediate cancellation of agreement con- 
cerning withholding of naval assistance as well as of arms embargo 
agreement of 1919 unless you and your colleague [s] consider pres- 
ent disturbances make such action for the moment inadvisable. De- 
partment has no objection to section of draft of note and to draft 
of resolution as given in your paragraph 2 and leaves to your dis- 
cretion matter of phraseology to be adopted. 

2. In view of Washington Conference Resolution No. XI and 
the Washington treaties limiting naval armament and relating to 
principles and policies concerning China,®® and for reasons of general 

Contract of lail not printed ; see footnote 85, Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, 
p. 746. 

“ JMd., pp. 247, 252. 
p. 296. 

md., pp, 247 and 276. 
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expediency. Department at present deems it undesirable to attempt 
to effect an understanding or arrangement as proposed in your 
paragraph 3, 

Kellogg 

893,113/1183 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 2025 Peking, April 8, 1929. 

[Received May 13.] 

Sir: With reference to your telegram No. 116, of April 2, 6 p. m.,®® 
and to previous correspondence respecting the cancellation of the 
Arms Embargo Agreement of 1919, I have the honor to enclose a 
copy of a minute of a conference on this subject between the British 
Minister, the Japanese Charge d’Affaires ad interim, and myself 
on April 1st.®® It will be observed that, subsequently to inform- 
ing me that the British Government had had no word from the 
Nationalist authorities with regard to the lifting of the embargo, 
my British colleague received a telegram from the British Consul 
General at Nanking stating that the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had urgently preferred through the Consul General a request for 
the raising of the embargo in view of the resumption of civil strife 
in China. I have myself received no such request as yet. It fur- 
ther appears in the minute that, my colleagues appearing in some 
doubt as to the course of action they should recommend to their 
respective governments at this juncture, I pointed out that the 
American Government, which desired in principle to terminate the 
embargo, might feel constrained to act independently in the mat- 
ter. Both Sir Miles Lampson and Mr. Hori I'emarked that in that 
case other Powers would scarcely have any option but to follow 
the same line. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMtjrrat 

893.113/1166 

M emorandwin hy the Secretary of State of a G onversation With the 
German A irib assador ( Prittwitz ) 

[Washington,] April 8, 1929. 

'I’he Ambassador called to inquire as to the arms embargo in 
China. He said that the German government was anxious to fol- 
low our lead in the matter and he wondered if any change had taken 
place in our policy with regard to the maintenance of our embargo. 
I told him that so far as I was aware no change had yet taken 
place; that the embargo was originally agreed upon with general 


Not printed. 
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unanimity and that while some countries were beginning to feel in 
view of the fact that certain countries like Sussia were left free and 
were furnishing the parties in CJhina with arms that there- 
fore the embargo was of little use, yet Japan was very strongly 
in favor of its maintenance and that therefore we had taken no step 
to abrogate it. He said that they had a law in Germany fixing 
the embargo which would expire pretty soon; but that if that ex- 
IDired the President might continue it. I suggested that the Presi- 
dent if he continued it, might continue it subject to its being abro- 
gated on short notice, say one month, which would leave Germany 
in so flexible a position as not to be interfered with in case the 
others should decide to abrogate. He agreed. 

H[enrt] Lf. S[TiMSO]sr] 


893.113/1167 : Telegram 

The MinisteT in China {JJdacMv/rray) to the SecretaTy of State 

Peking, April 9, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

[Received April 9 — ^9 : 30 a. m.] 

271. My telegram No. 239, March 29, 9 p. m.®° Xour telegram 
No. 116, April 2, 6 p. m.®° 

1. J apanese Charge d’Affiaires informs me that the Japanese Foreign 
Office concurs in the suggestion that the arms embargo be canceled 
but that before it can be made effective this question must be discussed 
with other interested ministries and approved by the Cabinet, which 
may require some weeks. 

2. I assume we would not wish to force the issue imless there should 
be undue delay. 

MacMurrat 


893.113/1169 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Pekenq, April 16, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received April 16 — ^2 p. m.] 

287. My telegram No. 271, April 9, 4 p. m. 

1. British Minister has received instructions to notify his colleagues 
that his Government desires to terminate the arms embargo and corol- 
lary agreement regarding naval equipment and that failing unanimity 
among the foreign representatives within one week after notification 
to them the British Government proposes to withdraw from the em- 
bargo agreement. 


Not printed. 
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2. Britisli Minister has already privately discussed the matter with 
his principally interested colleagues and proposes to make formal 
notification at meeting of the diplomatic body to be held Friday, April 
19th. 

[3.] Japanese Charge d’Affaires hopes in the near future to receive 
authorization to participate in declaring the embargo canceled. 

4. I propose for my part to take the position that while preferring 
joint action in canceling the embargo we reserve the right to withdraw 
from the agreement and to rescind the executive order on the subject 
at any time after April 26th. 

MacMubrat 


893.113/1169 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m China {MaoMurray) 

Washington, April 18, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

128. Tour 287, April 16, 5 p. m., fourth paragraph. Approved. 

Stimson 

893.113/1171 

Memorandum ’by the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] April 18, 1929. 

The German Ambassador called to tell me that in reference to 
our previous conversation as to the embargo on China, his govern- 
ment had decided that it would be too complicated to continue the 
Act and that therefore they had decided to lift the embargo on the 
first of May. I explained to him that I had somewhat overstated 
our position in support of the embargo when I had last seen him; 
that as a matter of fact my predecessor had left the matter to our 
minister, Mr. MacMurray, for advice as to whether it should be 
lifted. Mr. Johnson was called in to confirm the situation and was 
present at the interview. 

Mr. Johnson stated that the Department had received from the 
American Minister a telegram indicating that the British Govern- 
ment had notified its Minister at Peking that unless unanimity could 
be reached by the diplomatic body at Peking on this subject prior to 
April 26, the British Government for its part, and alone, would 
after that date consider itself free to cancel the embargo, in so far 
as Great Britain was concerned. The German Ambassador stated 
that he had also heard this and also that he had heard that the 
Japanese were disposed to agree to the cancellation of the embargo. 

H[ENRy] L. S[timson] 

“"See proclamation No. 1621 by President Harding, March 4, 1922, Foreign 
Relatio?iSt 1922, vol. i, p. 726. 
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893.113/1172 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {M(icMmrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, April 19, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received April 20—12 : 20 p. m.] 

295. My telegram No. 287, April 16, 5 p. m. 

1. At a meeting of the diplomatic body today by which it was 
agreed that the Senior Minister should address to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs at Nanking on April 26 a note declaring on behalf 
of the participating governments the cancellation of the arms em- 
bargo as of that date, in terms as indicated in the second paragraph 
of my telegram number 91, February 8, 1 p. m., the fact of such 
cancellation is to be announced to the press at noon of that day. 

2. The representatives of the powers participating in the corollary 
agreement as to naval assistance adopted a resolution (in substan- 
tially the terms set forth in my telegram cited above) terminating 
that agreement as from today’s date. As the making of this agree- 
ment was never publicly announced, no publicity in regard to the 
present action seems necessary. 

MaoM-okray 


893.113/1172 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Chirva {MacMurray) 

Washington, April 25, 1929 — noon. 
137. Your 295, April 19, 6 p. m. Please telegraph what if any 
are the present Chinese Government restrictions on importation of 
arms. 

Stimson 

701.0093M47 

374 

The Senior Minister in China {OvdendijJc) to the Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (G. T, WangY^ 

Monsietjr le Ministre: Your Excellency is no doubt aware that on 
May 5th, 1919, Sir J. Jordan as Dean of the Diplomatic Body addressed 
a note to the Government then established in Peking stating that the 
Governments of Great Britain, Spain, Portugal, the United States, 
Russia, Brazil, France and Japan had agreed effectively to restrain 
their subjects and citizens from exporting to or importing into China 
arms and munitions of war and material destined exclusively for their 
manufacture, until the establishment of a government whose authority 
was recognised throughout the whole country. 

“Annexe i to the minutes of the 374th meeting of the Diplomatic Corps at 

T>a1r1rto> A 1^90 
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To this agreement, known as the Arms Embargo Agreement, the 
Governments of the Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium and Italy sub- 
sequently adhered. 

The Dean’s note, of which a copy is enclosed for convenience of 
reference, makes it clear that the Governments concerned were inspired 
with a desire to act in the best interests of China herself at a time 
when the country was unhappily torn by civil war. 

The situation has now been reconsidered, and with the authority 
of the representatives in China of the Governments concerned, I have 
the honour to make to you the following communication. 

The Governments of the Netherlands, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, 
Spain, the United States, France, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Italy, Japan and Portugal, having 
reviewed the Arms Embargo Agreement of May 5th 1919 in the light 
of the changed situation resulting from the establishment of the 
National Government, consider that there is no longer any reason for 
the continuance of that Agreement and have decided to regard it as 
cancelled as from to-day’s date. 

[No signature indicated] 

[Peking, April 26, 1929.] 


893.113/1172 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMwrray) 

Washington, April 27, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

139. Your 295, April 19, 6 p. m. 

1. Presidential proclamation of March 4, 1922 regarding shipment 
of arms to China will be left undisturbed. 

2. Exportation of arms and munitions of war for use of the Chinese 
Government will be authorized upon request by the Chinese Govern- 
ment through its representative here, prospective exporters being 
required to submit application for export license to be approved by this 
Department. 

3. These facts may be communicated to your interested colleagues 
and the Nationalist Government and given such publicity as seems 
desirable. They will be published here April 28th. 

Stimson 


803.113/1175 

Memorandv/m iy the Assistant Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[Washington,] April 27, 1929. 
The German Ambassador called to see me this morning and re- 
ferred to his conversation with the Secretary of State of April 18, 
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concerning the question of the arms embargo in China. He said he 
understood that the powers had agreed to cancel the agreement 
regarding the embargo. I told him his understanding was correct, 
that the powers had agreed in Peking through their diplomatic 
representatives to cancel the agreement as among themselves and that 
as a result of that understanding, the powers were now individually 
free to conduct themselves in the matter of the shipmeht of arms 
to China as each power individually might decide and were no longer 
bound by any obligations among themselves. I said as for the 
United States it would be our practice to continue the proclamation 
of the President of March 4, 1922, under which the Department of 
State would issue permits for the shipment of arms and munitions 
of war to China. 

The Ambassador stated that as regards Germany there woxQd be 
complete freedom on the part of Germans to ship arms after the 
expiration of the German law which would occur on Tuesday, April 
30. He said that after that time the German Government would 
have no authority to exercise control in any way over German 
shipments of arms. Conversation here ended. 

N[elson] T. J[ohnson] 


893.113/11T6 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

PBKTNa, May 2, 1929 — 9 p. m. 

[Received May 3—8 : 15 a. m.] 

339. Your 137, imdated [April ^5] , received April 26, 6 p. m. 

1. In reply [to] a telegram to the Consul at Nanking, Price stated 
as follows: 

“Wang informed me regulations governing the importation and sub- 
sequent use of arms and ammunition, exclusive of importations for 
individual use for hunting or/and for which regulations are already 
in existence, are now being prepared. He promised to furnish me 
with a copy or [of] draft thereof as soon as possible.” 

2. According to the Customs regulations, certain limited quan- 
tities of arms and ammunition for hunting or self-defense may be 
imported by individual Chinese and foreigners. Permits to do so 
must be obtained from the Superintendent of Customs; in the case 
of foreigners, through their consuls. 


MaoMuehat 
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883.113/1209 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mirdster in China {M aoMwrray) 

Washington, September 20, 3929—7 p. m. 

313. Your despatch 2261, August 13.®^ Department will accept 
notification from Legation that an import permit has been issued 
by the appropriate organ at Nanking of the National Government 
as an alternative to the request for export to be made by that Gov- 
ernment through its representative in Washington, as set forth in 
Department’s 139 of April 27, 2 P. M. Prospective exporters will 
still be required to submit applications for export licenses to be 
approved by Department. 

Ascertain and inform Department what organ of the National 
Government will issue import permits. Telegraph also the details 
of procedure recommended by you whereby the Legation will in 
each case ascertain and inform Department that proper permit has 
been issued. ' 

Stoison 


893.118/1212 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMurray') 

Washington, October 6, 1929—6 p. m. 

327. Your 851, September 30, 6 p. m.,®* and Department’s 313, 
September 20, 7 p. m. 

1. After carefully considering the procedure described in your 
paragraphs 1 and 2 and the comments contained in your paragraph 
4 the Department is convinced that serious difficulties may in prac- 
tice arise if there be authorized any alternative so far proposed to 
the requirement laid down in the Department’s telegram 139, of 
April 27, 2 p. m., paragraph 2. 

2. Reverting therefore to that requirement, you are requested to 
inform persons interested that as a condition precedent to the issu- 
ing of a license for the exportation of arms to China the Depart- 
ment will require that there be presented by the Chinese diplomatic 
representative at Washington a request on the part of his Govern- 
ment that the American Government authorize exportation. 
Stocson 

“Not printed. 
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893.113/1212 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMie/rray) 

No. 1378 WASHmGTOiT, October 14, 1929- 

Sir: The Department refers to its telegram No. 327, dated October 
5, 1929, 6 p. m., and to previous correspondence regarding a proposal 
to modify the requirement set forth in the Department’s telegram 
No. 139 of April 27, 1929, 2 p. m., paragraph 2, that before the ex- 
portation of arms and munitions of war for the use of the Chinese 
Government shall be authorized, such e?:portation shall have been 
requested by the Chinese Government through its diplomatic repre- 
sentative at Washington. In the Department’s telegram No. 327 
of October 5, you were informed that this requirement would b® 
continued. 

In this connection, the Department directs your attention to Chap- 
ter II, Article 2 of the Convention for the Supervision of the Inter- 
national Trade in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of War, 
which was signed at Geneva on June 17, 1926.®® A copy of this 
Convention was sent you under cover of the Department’s confi- 
dential instruction No. 10 of August 1, 1925.®® For convenience of 
reference Article 2 of Chapter II is quoted below : 

“The High Contracting Parties undertake not to export or permit 
the export of articles covered by Category I, except in accordance 
with the following conditions : 

1. The export shall be for a direct supply to the Government of the 
importing State or, with the consent of such Government, to a public 
authority subordinate to it; 

2. An order in writing, which shall be signed or endorsed by a rep- 
resentative of the importing Government duly authorised so to act, 
shall have been presented to the competent authorities of the exporting 
country. This order shall state that the articles to be expoited are 
required for delivery to the importing Government or public authority 
as provided in paragraph 1.” 

You will observe that the requirement imposed as a condition prece- 
dent to the issuing of a license for the exportation of arms to China, as 
set forth in the Department’s telegram No. 327 of October 5, 1929, is in 
substantial accord with the article of the Convention quoted above. 
The Department’s decision with regard to the matter in question was 
arrived at independently of the existence of these provisions. It is 
understood that this Convention is not yet in force. 

The Department is of the opinion that this procedure tends toward 
centralization of responsibility in so far as Chinese oflScial action is 

^Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. x, pp. 61, 64. 

Not printed. 
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concerned, will relieve the Department’s officers in the field of whaf 
might become embarrassing responsibility, and will ensure the De- 
partment against the charge which might under some circumstances 
be made that it was interfering in China’s internal politics, 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

JSfensoN TnxranER Johnson 


893.113/1215 

The Secretary^ of State to the Minister in Ohina iMaoMwrafy) 

No. 1400 Washington, November 15, 1929,, 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 2349, dated 
September 24, 1929,®’ enclosing a copy of despatch No. 6126, dated Sep- 
tember 11, 1929, from the American Consul General at Shanghai,^! 
inquiring with regard to the legality of an American firm in China 
importing arms from Europe for the use of the National Government 
of China. A copy of your instruction in reply, dated September 24, 
1929, was also enclosed,®’ in which you state that, so far as American 
law is concerned, American citizens are free to import arms into China 
from Europe. 

. Your views, as set forth in the instruction referred to above, are in 
substantial accord with the Depai’tment’s understanding of the matter. 
I am [etc,] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson TRusLoeaR Johnson 


ATTITUDE OF THE DEPARTMENT OP STATE IN REGARD TO THE PRO- 
MOTION OF SALES OP AMERICAN AIRCRAFT IN CHINA 

893.796/46b 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

No. 1146 Washington, March 16, 1929. 

Sir: As you are aware, “ there exists at the present time a keen in- 
terest in airplanes on the part of the Chinese authorities, and Ameri- 
can consular officers in China have very properly used their good 
offices in attracting that intei'est to aircraft manufactured in the 
United States. The success of these efforts has been evidenced by a 
number of telegrams received by the Department during the past 
few months from certain consular officers in China, covering in- 
quiries regarding various types of airplanes produced by American 
firms, emanating fi'oin official government sources. The consular 
officers concerned are to be commended for their alertness in this 
connection. 

Not printed. 
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However, having assisted in creating a demand for the American 
product, the Department emphasizes now the necessity for the ob- 
servance by its consular officers in China of scrupulous impartiality 
in the assistance given by them to American competitors. The Chi- 
nese authorities naturally attach considerable weight to the recom- 
mendations of a consular officer in matters of this sort, and if he in- 
advertently were to advise that they deal with one firm, in preference 
to another, they might be guided entirely by his recommendation, 
which would have a most unhappy effect upon competing American 
firms. 

With the foregoing in mind, it is requested that you issue a circular 
to all American consular officers in charge of posts in China, in- 
forming them that it is the Department’s desire that consular officers 
in China refrain from such participation in commercial negotiations 
as might impute a character of agency or involve them in responsi- 
bility in relation to sales made or contracts entered into or compro- 
mise them in relation to the position of strict impartiality which, in 
view of their judicial and other special functions, it is absolutely 
necessary that they maintain. The letter and the spirit of paragraph 
603 (A) of the Consular Regulations®® should be scrupulously ob- 
served. 

While the Department believes that cable messages exchanged 
between the interested Chinese authorities and American firms should, 
as a rule, be sent directly, objection will not be made, when the cir- 
cumstances appear to warrant such action, to the transmission of 
such messages by consular officers. In such case?, however, it should 
be made clear to the senders that no responsibility whatever, as to the 
substance of the messages, is assumed by the consular officers trans- 
mitting them or by the Department of State. 

It is requested that the Degation’s circular include a statement that 
the Department does not desire, in any way, to discourage the efforts 
of the consular officers receiving it toward focusing the attention of 
prospective purchasers of commercial airplanes upon those of Amer- 
ican manufacture. The Department is anxious, however, that the 
consular officers concerned avoid any action in that connection that 
may properly be criticized as an assumption of the role of business 
agent for particular concerns, which, as stated in paragraph 603 (A) 
of the regulations, is contrary to law. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

Wilbur J. Caer 

“Par. 603 {fi) states that “consular officers are forbidden by law to assunae 
in any way the role of business agent for particular concerns** (apparently 
based upon Executive Order dated March 27, 1922 
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893.796 Curtiss/26 : Telegram H 

TTie Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMyrrc^l 

WAsmNGTON, April 6, 1929— -1 p. jg 

121. Your 263, April 4, 8 p. m.®® Department in conversatioKs 
with representatives of Curtiss ^ project took the position that it had 
no objection to exportation of commercial planes and it informally 
approved in principle the Company’s outlined intention to compels 
for a commercial contract. The Department and the Company 
not enter into any agreement. The Department subsequently ap- 
proved application for license to export four planes for ^^demonstra* 
tion of airplanes in China.” The proposal now presented amount 
to a request that the Department expressly approve rental or sale 
of planes for what is obviously a military purpose. In view of & 
Agreement of 1919 ^ and the Executive Order of 1922,® the Deparl- 
ment can give no approval and cannot allow itself to be associated 
with this particular proposed transaction. Department is so inform- 
ing Curtiss Company. You will so inform its representatives. ^ 


803.796 Curtiss/43 : Telegram , 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMvrray) 

Washington, May 15, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

161. Your 365, May 9, 9 a. m.* 

1. Department communicated to representative of Aviation Ex- 
ploration, Incorporated, substance of report by the American Consiil 
at Nanking and has received following written statement from C. M- 
Keys, Chairman of Board of that company : 

‘Tt is the intention of our gioup to use Chinese aviators to the full- 
est possible extent from the very beginning of this enterprise. We 
have already had a canvass made which indicates that there will 
be available a substantial number of such pilots, either completely 
or partially trained.” 

2. Transmit this statement to Price ® with instruction that he dis- 
creetly convey it as from the company to such Chinese authority as 
he sees fit, but that he is in no way to involve himself with an im- 
plication of agency or as a spokesman for the company. 

Stihson 


®®Not printed. 

^ The Curtiss Aeroplane Export Corporation, Garden City, 3Ci. I., and New Xorlr, 
and the Aviation Exploration, Inc. (Del.), New York. 

^ See note dated May 6, 1019, from the Senior Minister in China to the Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Foreign Relatiofi^, 1019, vol. i, p. 670. _ 

® See proclamation No. 1621 by President Harding, March 4, 1922, 1922, 

vol. I, p. 726. 

* Not printed. 

* Ernest B. Price, Consul at Nanking. 
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893.113 Chance Vought Corp./4 

The Secretary of State to the Consul at Nanking (^Adams)^ 

Washington, October 12, 1929, 

Sir: The Department refers to your telegram of October 5, noon, 
and the Department’s reply thereto of October 5, 6 p. m.,'*' relating 
to the request of the Mayor of Nanking that you obtain from the 
Vought Chance ^sie] Corporation price quotations for ten two-seated 
bombing planes. ' 

In amplification of the Department’s telegraphic instruction re- 
ferred to above, you are informed that the Department commends 
you for your evident desire to promote the purchase in your district 
of goods of American manufacture, and that the reason for the Depart- 
ment’s preference that messages of the sort involved in this case be 
sent by the agent of the American firm direct to his principals is 
to be found in the circumstance that the goods involved are munitions 
of war. The Department has aimounced that it will issue licenses 
for the exportation of arms and munitions of war from the United 
States to China upon the dfulfillment of certain conditions, the basic 
one being that the Chinese Government shall communicate through 
its representative at Washington a request for such exportation,® but 
the Department does not desire that the impression be created abroad 
that this Government is attempting, through its officers, to stimulate 
'the purchase of munitions of war by the Chinese authorities. As you 
are aware, there is in force a proclamation by the President ® which 
forbids the exportation of arms and munitions of war to China, sub- 
ject to such exceptions and limitations as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State. 

The procedure authorized by the Department as stated above con- 
stitutes an exception, prescribed under the authority of the proviso. 
It is as far as the Department is at this time prepared to go. The 
Department is of the opinion that active participation by its officers 
in efforts to promote or to effect purchases of arms or mimitions of 
war by the Chinese Government would be inconsistent with the intent 
of the Proclamation; and the Department desires in no way to be 
associated with efforts of Chinese Provincial or Municipal authorities, 
except as these may have the express and properly indicated approval 
of the National Government, to purchase arms. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Trijsler Johnson 

® By instruction No. 1380, October 16, the Minister in China was requested to 
inform American consular officers in China of the contents of this instruction 
(893.113 Chance Vought Corp. /5). 

Neither printed. 

* See telegram No. 313, September 20, to the Minister in China, p. 532. 

®i.e.. of March 4, 1922. 
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REDUCTION OF AMERICAN ARMED FORCES IN CBONA*’ ^ 

893.0146/97 : Telegram 

T Tie Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, January 2, 1929 — 6 p. 

2. Your 894, December 24, 5 p. ni.^^ On December 22 Commander^ 
in-Chief Asiatic Fleet was authorized to withdraw the marine forces 
from Tientsin on transport Henderson latter part of January, first 
transferring from those forces sufiScient men to bring Shanghai regi- 
ment and Legation Guard to full strength. Department regrets that 
you were not informed in due course. n 

Ekloog 

893.0146/108 

The Minister in China {MacMurmy) to Brigadier General SmedleyD, 

Butler^ CoTmnemding Third Brigade^ United States M<mrm^ 

Tientsin 

Peking, January 8, 192# 

My Dear General Butler : It is with very keen regret that I regard 
the depai-ture from Tientsin of you and of the regiments of the Third 
Brigade that have been on duty there. There has been at all times 
the fullest and most helpful cooperation with the Legation on your 
part; and I am convinced that the presence of the Brigade, particu- 
larly during the crises of 1927 and 1928 at Tientsin, was a decisive 
factor in averting dangers to American and other foreign lives and 
interests such as might otherwise have arisen in the acute situations 
existing during those two summers. 

Not only have the Marines under your command maintained a stand- 
ard of discipline surprising even to those familiar with the fine tra- 
ditions of the Corps ; hut the f luendly contacts they have cultivated 
with the Chinese authorities and people liave been such as to make 
them an asset rather than a necessary liability to the work of the 
Legation in the maintenance of good relations with the Chinese. I 
am for my part heartily grateful, as well as proud of the splendid 
record the Marines under your command have made in the present 
difficult times in China; and I take this occasion to acknowledge my 
appreciation and to convey to you and to the Third Brigade my warm- 
est good wishes for the future. 

Yours, very sincerely, J. V. A. MacMijbrat 

For previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ii, pp. 309 ff. 

“Not printed. 

“Admiral Mark L. Bristol. 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 
1848, January 10; received February 16, 1929. 
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893.0146/107 : Tele^am 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washington, February Y, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

55. Navy Department gives advance information that, subject to 
there being no objection by the Department of State and subject to 
conditions in China, it plans to withdrav? from China vraters the 
three light cruisers on April 25 and not to replace them. Eeply has 
been made that no objection is at present perceived. 

EjEHiLOOQ 


S93.0146/117 : Telegram. 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMv/rray') 

Washington, April 24, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

135. Department’s #2, January 2, 6 p. m. Commander-in- Chief 
Asiatic Fleet is being asked by Secretary of Navy for his opinion as to 
advisability under present conditions of withdrawing all or part of 
marines now stationed in Shanghai. Department would like to have 
your opinion regarding this. Opinion here is that marines should be 
evacuated unless there is some controlling reason why they should 
remain. 

Stimson 


893.0146/118 

The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Navy {Ada/ms) 

Washington, April 30, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to a conversation between Admiral 
Hughes, Mr. J ahncke, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and Mr. 
Clark, Tinder Secretary of State, which took place on April 23, at 
which there was discussed the possibility of withdrawing the force 
of United States Marines now stationed at Shanghai, China. 

In the course of that conversation the Department was informed 
that the Navy Department was asking the opinion of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Asiatic Fleet and it was suggested that this 
Department should ask the opinion of the American Minister at 
Peking. 

I telegraphed to the Minister, asking for his opinion, and I stated 
that it was felt here that the marines should be withdrawn unless 
there appeared some controlling reason why they should remain at 
Shanghai. 

I have now received from the American Minister, under date 
April 26, a telegram^* in which he states that, in view of the 

“Not printed. 
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resurgence of internal disorder which threatens to become increag 
ingly extensive, he feels that further reduction of the force of marine 
available for protection of American lives and property in. Chin 
would involve grave risk. He states that the center of gravity o 
the situation has shifted to Shanghai and that general consideration 
which he advanced in a telegram of November 1, 1928, to the Com 
mander-in-Chief (which telegram was in reply to the Commander-in 
Chief’s radio 0025-2300 and of which I assume that your Depart 
ment has a copy) when the question of withdrawing marines fror 
Tientsin was under discussion,’^^®* are at least equally applicable noT^ 

I have received also a telegram, relayed, from the American Con 
sul General at Canton, dated April 25,^® in which the Consul Ger 
eral states that the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs had on th 
previous evening stated to him confidentially that he considered th 
political situation in Canton critical. 

In view of these expressions of opinion and statements of fact oi 
the part of the Minister and the Consul General at Canton, and ii 
view of the obvious uncertainty of the political and military situa 
tion in China as it has developed during recent weeks, I feel movec 
to express the opinion that at present the moment does not seer 
opportune for effecting the withdrawal of the marine force whic] 
remains at Shanghai.^^ 

There are enclosed for your confidential information copies o 
Mr. MacMurray’s telegrams No. 320, April 26, 5 p. m., and No. 32S 
April 26, 7 p. Mr. MacMurray has asked the Consul General a 

Shanghai for comment upon the local situation, and wlien the Consu 
Greneral’s views are received ! shall further inform you. 

I have [etc.] Hen-rx L. Stimsoi 

893.0146/120 : Telegram 

The MimAstevin Ghi/na (MccpMurray) to the Secretary\ of State 

Peking, May 2, 1929 — ^11 p. n 
[Received May 3 — 10 : 50 a. m. 

341. My No. 322, April 26, 7 p. m.^® The following received fror 
American Consul General,*® Shanghai: 


November 1, 1928, from the Minister in China, Foreig 
RelaUons, 1928, vol. u. p. 316. 

" Not printed. 

1930, the Department of State was informed by the Nay 
United States marines at Shanghai was dimir 
about 3,700 to 1,100 men between Jnne 1 and December 1, 192^ 

IT at about 1,200 men (893.0146 A37). 

" Neither printed. 

“Telegram in three sections. 

Secretary of State to the Secretary of th 

•N^y in letter of April 30, 1929, supra, 

Edwin S. Cunningham. 
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“May 1, noon. Referring to the Legation’s 72, of April 25, 6 p. m. 
The marines are here to protect American lives against possible emer- 
gency. Six months ago the moral effect of their presence was adequate 
to prevent an emergency but today I am not convinced that only moral 
effect is adequate. The Kuomintang and its agencies — antiforeign — 
are better organized today than ever before and therefore more self- 
confident. Consequently any conceived antiforeign or anti-Shanghai 
Municipal Settlement movement would be more dangerous than pre- 
viously because of the unity of larger forces. This unity of orgamza- 
tion has been evidenced in many ways, notably by the movement 
against the Chines© General Chamber of Commerce because out of 
necessity it was compelled to close the doors of its building to the 
National Salvation Association and Merchants Cooperative Society as 
well as to small organization [s] with the result that the chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce at the instance of purely Kuommtang or- 
ganization was ordered to be placed under arrest. Difficulties arising 
out of the rending or revision of the Provisional Court agreement 
after December 31st may eaqily precipitate a disturbance that would 
jeopardize the existence of the Settlement and American lives. The 
unsettled state of the extra-Settlement of the \sic\ road question which 
the Chinese now refose to consider in a reasonable manner furnishes 
another dangerous element that might prove to be a cause of disturb- 
ance with danger to American lives. The Chinese authorities do not 
show any greater tendency to observe existing agreements and estab- 
lished precedents than formerly and seemingly prefer to secure modi- 
fications in the^ agreements by devious methods calculated to create 
friction between Chines© and foreigners. Official support of anti- 
Japanese boycott is an outstanding but not isolated example. 

This attitude of Chinese officialdom confident of their greater unity 
with the Kuo[mintang] and other organizations does not inspire con- 
fidence as long as a decidedly antiforeign policy is part of the 
program and the withdrawal or even material reduction of marine 
forces is viewed by me with great concern, especially since it might 
be misinterpreted by Chinese as an endorsement of their methods and 
policies. Pending a more reasonable attitude on the part of ^inese 
towards a settlement of local questions which are causing friction, the 
removal of the marines would be attended by an emergency t^eatening 
American lives which mi ght easily be averted by retention of the 
mn rinftg until a Settlement of these questions has been reached. There 
are too many lives and too much property at stake to hast^ remove 
Trmrinftg before a greater desire and ability are shown by Chinese to 
protect them. ... In addition the present National Government is 
not by any means in control of all China so that any ebi^ition between 
these rival factions are bound to have their repercussions here. The 
above are what I believe to be controlling reasons for continuance of 


marines in Shanghai.” 


MacMtjrbat 


” See pp. 682 ff. 
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ATTITUDE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE REGARDING CHINESE 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN ARMED 
FORCES IN CHINA 

411.93 Ten Cheng-hsin, heirs of/15 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in China (Perkins) 

NTo. 141Y Wasbongton, December 5, 1929. 

Sir: With further reference to the Legation’s despatch No. 1086 
of June 65 1927,^® regarding the possible transfer of jurisdiction to 
the United States Court for China of cases of importance involving 
charges by Chinese against members of the armed forces of the 
United States in China and the Department’s instruction in reply 
No. 938, dated July 30, 1928,^® the Department has noted the state- 
ment in the Legation’s despatch No. 1857 of January 10, 1929,^® 
regarding the Streinz case,^® that until some such way is found out 
of the present unhappy situation, similar cases will continually arise 
which will further prejudice Chinese- American relations. 

The Department has given further consideration to this general 
subject in connection with the Streinz case and your comments there- 
on. It considers that, while the transfer of jurisdiction in this and 
similar cases to the United States Court for China might possibly 
prove of advantage, such a transfer of jurisdiction does not seem to 
be the only method by which an amelioration of the situation may be 
effected. The Department believes that with greater attention and 
closer cooperation on the part of the American officials concerned 
many of the objections felt by the Chinese may be met, even though 
the present system of trial by courts martial be continued. It may be 
assumed that the American naval authorities will be glad, if the 
matter is called to their attention in each instance, to make special 
effort to afford the. least possible ground for criticism by the Chinese 
of the conduct of trials of naval personnel or of the judgments ren- 
dered. To this end it is desirable that the consular officers in China 
cooperate promptly and fully with the naval authorities, especially 
in the matter of obtaining the presence of complainants and witnesses. 

This and related subjects were discussed with Admiral McVay at 
the Department and it is hoped that you will go into the subject fully 
with him in order that he may clearly understand the attitude of the 
Department and the Legation in the matter and may take such steps 
as may be necessary to ensure the cooperation of Aonerican naval offi- 
cers with the consular officers in China in an endeavor to meet the 
legitimate desires of the Chinese authorities with regard to the conduct 
of courts martial in which Chinese interests are involved, 

“ Not printed. 

Death of a Chinese sampan owner resulting from wounds received in alter- 
cation with an enlisted man of the U. S. Navy. 
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The Department believes, with reference to the United States Army 
Forces stationed in Tientsin, that it would be preferable to attempt 
to bring about an improvement of the practice under existing laws and 
regulations, where such improvement may be required, rather than to 
attempt to bring about a transfer of jurisdiction from the Army courts 
martial to the United States Court for China. The Department imder- 
stands that there are attached to the headquarters of these forces offi- 
cers trained in the Chinese language and in Chinese customs. Should 
you feel that desirable cooperation does not now take place between 
the American military and consular officers at Tientsin in connection 
with trials involving Chinese interests, it is suggested that you discuss 
the subject with the Consul General and the officer in command and, 
in case of necessity, report to the Department, in order that the matter 
may be taken up with the War Department. 

With a view, therefore, to effecting a more satisfactory handling of 
cases involving complaints by Chinese against members of the armed 
forces of the United States in China, you are requested to issue instruc- 
tions to all consular officers in China that they shall, in every way 
that may be possible and appropriate, endeavor to afford assistance 
and guidance to the officers of the Army, the Navy or the Marine Corps 
who may be charged with the responsibility for disposing of such 
cases. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Trxjsler Johnson 


INSISTENCE BY CHINA UPON THE RELINQUISHMENT OF EXTRATER- 
RITORIAL RIGHTS BY THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER POWERS ^ 

711 . 933/29 

M&morandimi hy the Chief of the DiA)ision of Far Eocstem Affmw 
{Hornbech) of a C onversatioTi With the Chinese Special Represent- 
ative (O. C. Wu) 

[Washington,] January 5, 1929. 
Dr. Wu called by appointment. Dr. Wu left with Mr. Hombeck 
the two memoranda hereto attached, one relating to the annexes to 
the Italian-Chinese Treaty of November 2Y, 1928 ; the other contain- 
ing Dr'. Wu’s suggestions with regard to what the Chinese Govern- 
ment might be willing to subscribe to in connection with a treaty pro- 
viding for the abolition of extraterritoriality on January 1, 1930. 

The conversation lasted for one hour and twenty minutes and con- 
sisted for the most part of a repetition of things which had been said 

^Wor previous correspondence concerning extraterritorial rights, see Foreign 
Relations, 1928, vol. n, p. 398 ff. 

“ League of Nations Treaty Series, vol xcm, p. 173. 
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at previous conversations. Dr. Wu referred to Mi^. Hombeck’s re- 
quest made during the last previous conversation that Dr. Wu dravr up 
for consideration an outline of a plan for the gradual relinquishmerit 
of extraterritorial rights and the gtadual extension of Chinese juris- 
diction over foreigners. He said that, since the last conversation, he 
had discussed the matter with his Government by cable. He wished 
to submit a proposal based on the precedent of the plan which had 
been adopted by Turkey. ... What the Chinese wanted was a treaty 
which would abolish extraterritoriality definitely, conclusively, and 
prorap tly. He thought that this proposal with regard to “foreign 
legal counsellors” should suffice. 

Mr. Hornbeck referred to the provisional and preliminary charac- 
ter of the provisions in the new Chinese-Belgian 2® and Chinese-Italian 
treaties, there being absent from those treaties any indication of what 
might be the nature of the plan which the contracting parties agree to 
work out. Dr. Wu said that he hoped to have a treaty in which the 
United States would simply give up its extraterritorial rights. Mr. 
Hornbeck inquired whether Dr. Wu meant by that a treaty under whose 
terms American interests and nationals would cease to enjoy their ex- 
traterritorialized status while that status continued to be enjoyed by 
nationals of other Powers. Dr. "Wu said that such was his meaning. 
Mr. Hornbeck referred to the conversation held in the Secretary’s 
office shortly after Dr. Wu’s arrival in this country,®® in the course of 
which the Secretary had stated that it would be impossible to con- 
sider a proposal of that sort and had explained why. Mr. Hornbeck 
went on to say that it could not be expected of this or any othei 
government responsible for substantial interests and a large number 
of its nationals in China that it would agree to place those interests 
and nationals in a special position (in this case one which they at 
least would regard as a position of disadvantage) in China. The 
principle that this Government had been striving for a long time 
to see made effective in China was the principle of equal treatment 
and no special positions. It might be assumed that China seeks to 
have the same principle made effective. Dr. Wu said that certain 
countries no longer possess such extraterritorial rights. Mr. Horn- 
beck suggested that the status of German, “Russian, Austrian and 
Hungarian interests and nationals in China had been made what it 
is by special circumstances and conditions. Suppose that the Ameri- 
ca or some other Government were to adopt the suggestion which 
r. Wu had just made, could it be assumed tliat other Powers 
wou d welc ome the formula as affording a satisfactory solution of 

November 22, 1928 ; league of Nations Treaty Series, vol. 

Minister in China, ForeigTi Be- 
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the problem; would they follow the example, thus making for uni- 
formity? Dr. Wu said that they had done so in the case of Turkey 
and it might be assumed that they would do so in the case of China. 

The substance of Dr. Wu’s proposals up to date may be sum- 
marized as follows : 

1. The United States and China to conclude a simple treaty con- 
taining a provision that extraterritorial jurisdiction on the part of 
the United States is to terminate on July 1, 1930. 

2. An annex to be appended in which China shall declare that she 
will before January 1, 1930, put into force two new codes, making 
in force five major codes in aU. 

3. The Chinese Government to affirm that it will take into its 
service for a period of three years a number of foreign legal coim- 
sellors, who shall be officials of the Chinese Government serving under 
the Judicial Council and whose duties shall be ^‘to observe, without 
power of interference,” to report to the Judicial Council, to receive 
complaints regarding the admmistration of justice, and to make to the 
Judicial Council suggestions and recommendations. 

SCtANLEY] K. H[OR3SrBECK] 


[Annes: 1] 

TJie Chinese Legation to the Depm^tment of State 

The Italian Treaty with China signed on 27th November, 1928, and 
annexes are similar to the Belgian with the exception of the following 
points : 

1, If no agreement is arrived at regarding the detailed provisions 
before 1 January, 1930, extraterritoriality is to be abolished when all 
the powers si^atory to the Washin^on Treaty have agreed to its 
abolition and China has fixed a date therefor; 

2. No mention is made regarding the law of personal status. 

[Annex 2] 

The Chinese Legation to the Department of State 

1. The Chinese Government to take into its service for a period of 
3 years a member of foreign legal counsellors, nationals of countries 
not now enjoying consular jurisdiction in China, 

2. These legal counsellors to be Chinese officials serving under the 
Judicial Council, and stationed at Shanghai, Canton, Hankow, 
Tientsin, and Harbin. 

3. Their duties to be : 

(a) To observe, without power of interference, the working of 
Chinese courts and report their observations to the Judicial Council; 

( J) To receive complaints regarding the administration of justice 
with a view to bringing them to the notice of the Judicial Council in 
order to ensure the strict observance of the Chinese law ; 
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(o) Tamake to the Judicial Council such suggestions and recom- 
mendations as they may think proper for the improvement of the laws 
and their administration. 

Tll.933/30 

The Assistant Secretary of State (Johnson) to the Chief of the 
Division of Far Eastern Affcdrs (Hornbech) 

[WASEnnsrGTON',] January 8, 1929. 

My comment upon the suggestion of Doctor Wu, with regard to 
the employment of a number of foreign legal counsellors, who appar- 
ently will have no powers other than that of observers, who are to 
report to the Judicial Council on the operation of the Chinese Court, 
is that this suggestion amounts merely to saying that they will appoint 
foreigners to serve as employes of the Chinese Government and. to 
take over the duties ordinarily performed by the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of the foreign countries involved. It will become the duty 
of our diplomatic representatives, if and when we make a treaty 
giving up absolutely or gradually our extraterritorial rights, to ob- 
serve without power of interference the working of Chinese courts, 
receive complaints from our nationals regarding the administration 
of justice and bring them to the notice of the Chinese Government in 
order to insure a strict observance of the Chinese law and also to insure 
the rendering of strict justice to persons of American nationality. 
I do not see what advantage this suggestion is to us. 

NCelson] T. J[omq'soR’l 


711.933/31 

MeTnorandvm by the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affcdrs 
(Hornbech) of a Cowversation 'With the Chinese Special Repre- 
sentative (O. C, Wu)^^ 


[Washington,] January 9, 1929. 

Dr. Wu stated that there had developed at Nanking considerable 
discussion of the provisions of the newly signed Delgian-Chinese and 
Italian- Chinese treaties. He had information from a number of 
sources. There was a considerable amount of expressed dissatisfac- 
tion with the terms of these treaties. Under those circumstances it 
was probably a fortunate thing that a similar treaty had not been 
negotiated between China and the United States. 

Mr. Hornbeck said that in view of what Dr, "Wu had just said 
with regard to treaties, he would like to inject a remark with regard 
to the conversations which had been going on between Dr. W^u and 
himself, particularly the conversation of January 5. He said that 


This memorandum is initialed by Assistant 
also participated in the conversation. 


Secretary of State Johnson, who 
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Dr. Wu had been endeavoring to persuade him that the United States 
should conclude with China a treaty under the provisions of which 
American interests and nationals in China would become divested 
of their extraterritorial rights regardless of the position of the in- 
terests and nationals of other Powers, that is, whether or not extra- 
territorial rights should continue in force in reference to other 
countries. Mr. Johnson said that it would seem that there was 
nothing to be gained by discussing such a proposal: he referred to 
the statement made by the Secretary, before the conversations in the 
Division of Far Eastern Affairs began, to the effect that we could not 
contemplate an agreement which would place American interests and 
nationals in a position of inferiority to that enjoyed by those of 
other foreign powers in China. Dr. Wu suggested that it was not 
a question of “inferiority”. Mr. Hornbeck suggested that it need not 
be discussed in terms of inferiority or superiority but that it would 
be one of inequality. Mr. Johnson said that it had always been the 
policy of this Government to insist upon most-favored-nation treat- 
ment. Mr. Hornbeck said that, in conformity with that policy, the 
American Government had endeavored and is still endeavoring to 
bring about the termination or eradication of such features of un- 
equal treatment or special privilege as survived in China and that he 
believed the Chinese were committed to the same objective. Dr. Wu 
said that the whole position of the foreigner in China was one of 
special privilege. Mr. Hornbeck suggested that, whether or not such 
was a fact as between foreigners and Chinese, it was necessary to 
distinguish between national treatment and most-favored-nation 
treatment ; foreigners have never been given in China the rights en- 
joyed by Chinese; but as among and in reference to foreigners, the 
United States, at no time seeking special privileges for its own 
nationals, has always insisted on the enjoyment by its nationals of 
such rights as are accorded to other foreign nationals. Mr. Johnson 
reiterated that this Department could not consider a proposal which 
would provide for placing Americans in a position less favored than 
that of nationals of the “most-favored” nation. 


ril.933/33 

Memorcmvdum hy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
{HomhecTc) of a Conversation With the Chinese Special Repre- 
sentative (C. O, Wu) 

[Extract] 

[Washington,] January 10, 1929 

Dr. Wu inquired concerning our reaction to the tentative proposal 
submitted by him during the conversation of January 5. Mr. Horn- 
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beck replied that he could indicate our reaction in a few words: we 
felt that the proposal could not be regarded as offering a basis for 
discussion: it offered nothing toward the solution of the major prob- 
lem involved, namely, the problem of devising a procedure for a tran- 
sition period. Dr. Wu said that it was what had been adopted in the 
case of Turkey. Mr. Hombeck said that, reiterating the views which 
he had expressed in earlier conversations, the conditions and circum- 
stances of the problem as presented in China bore out only a few 
points of a likeness or an analogy to the conditions and circum- 
stances in the case of Turkey. Dr. Wu said that these proposals 
contemplated a transitional period. Mr. Hornbeck replied that it 
was felt in the Department that it provided nothing toward facili- 
tating af gradual relinquishment of the extraterritorial rights now 
enjoyed by Americans in China and the gradual taking over of juris- 
diction by the Chinese. He said that by this time it should be clear 
that, to make these discussions profitable, there must be presented 
from some source a working scheme such as that which had obviously 
been envisaged, though with no indication of the type to be adopted, 
by the makers of the new Belgian and. Italian treaties with China, 
which they had agreed should yet be agreed upon before the abolition 
of extraterritoriality shall take place. Dr. Wu inquired what kind 
of provisions Mr. Hornbeck had in mind. Mr. Hornbeck replied that 
he had in mind provisions which would be designed to meet the situ- 
ation reported upon by the Extraterritoriality Commission and 
which would take cognizance of the recommendations of things which 
needed to be done in order to make a satisfactory situation which 
were advanced by the Extraterritoriality Commission. 

It was agreed that Dr. Wu should call for further discussion of 
that point. 

SCTAK-nEx] K. H[ornbecic] 


711.933/34 

Memorandv/m T)y the Chief of the Division of Far Eobstern Affairs 
(SonfibecTc) of a Cowoersation 'With the Chinese SpeciaZ Repre- 
sentative {0. G. Wu) 

[Washii^gton,] January 11, 1929. 
Dr. Wu called after urgent insistence upon an immediate appoint- 
ment, his explanation being that he was leaving at noon for Montreal 
to be gone several days. 

Dr. Wu said that he would like to have as much information as 
possible wit h regard to the Department’s views concerning the pro- 


State, Beport of the Commission on Extraterritoriality ^ 
Cwm, PeTcing, September 16, 1926 (Washington, Government Printing Oflac 
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visions whiclx would need to be considered in an arrangement to 
facilitate a gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights (the 
reference being to statements made by Mr. Hombeck in the conversa- 
tion of the preceding day). Mr. Hornbeck said that he was not 
prepared to state what those provisions would need to be, but that 
they should be conceived with due consideration of the situation in 
China and due study of the report upon that situation and the 
recommendations arrived at and presented by the Extraterritoriality 
Commission. 

The conversation lasted for an hour, and toward the end Dr. Wu 
asked whether the Department would be w illing to consider enter- 
ing into a treaty similar to the recently signed Italian-Chinese 
Treaty. Mr. Hornbeck said that he could not commit the Depart- 
ment, but that if the substance of a group of provisions similar to 
but perhaps in some respects differing from those which appear in 
the Italian Treaty could be informally and unoj0B.cially reduced to 
writing, he would be willing to submit it to higher officers in the 
Department for consideration. 


793.003/92 

The Department of State to the Japanese Embassy 
Aide Memoire 

The Government of the United States appreciates the spirit of 
friendly cooperation manifested by the Japanese Government in 
replying frankly through its Ambassador®® to the request of the 
Secretary of State for an expression of its views with regard to the 
question of the revision of treaties with China. 

The Japanese Ambassador, having presented the views of his 
Government, has requested an expression of the views of this Govern- 
ment. In response to this request, and in a spirit of reciprocity, 
the Secretary of State is happy to give expression to the views of 
the American Government. 

The American Government is gratified to note that the Japanese 
Government in its negotiations with the iNTational Government is 
animated by the spirit which characterized the cooperative efforts 
of the Powers at the Washington Conference,®* at the Tariff Con- 
ference at Peking,®® and in the work of the Extraterritoriality Com- 
mission,®® to be of assistance toward the attainment by China of her 

See aide-memoire from tlie Japanese Embassy, December 29, 1928, Foreign 
Relations, 1928, vol. ii, p. 445. 

November 12, 1921— February 6, 1922, ibid,, 1922, vol. i, pp. 1 fC. 

Beginning October 26, 1925, ibid,, 1925, vol- i, pp. 833 f£., and ibid., 1926, 
vol. I, pp. 743 fE. 

January 12-September 16, 1926, ibici., 1925, vol. r, pp. 886 ft., and ibid., 1926, 
vol. I, pp. 966 ft. 

323423 — 43 — vol. ii- 
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national aspirations. The American Government wishes to assure 
the Japanese Government that the same spirit animates its own 
attitude. 

The American Government is impressed with the desirability of 
concerted effort by the Powers in reference to constructive measures 
of common interest, among the more important of which is that of 
devising a practicable and just method for the relinquishment by the 
Powers of rights of extraterritorial jurisdiction in China. 

The position of the American Government on the question of the 
relinquishment of extraterritorial jurisdiction in China was indicated 
as early as the year 1903, when in a treaty negotiated at Shanghai it 
agreed to provisions envisaging assistance to China in the reform of 
her judicial system and the eventual relinquishment of extraterri- 
torial rights. These provisions, contained in Article XV of the 
Treaty,®^ were substantially the same as the provisions of Article XI 
of the treaty concluded by Japan with China in the same year.®® 
It will be remembered that these two treaties were signed on the same 
day. Similar provisions were contained in the British-Chinese treaty 
of the preceding year.^^ 

The sincere desire of the United States to further the aspirations 
of the Chinese people was evidenced by the efforts made by this 
Government in connection with the Washington Conference and, 
after the conclusion of that Conference, toward the putting into 
effect by the Powers of the measures provided for in the Resolution 
of Extraterritoriality.^ When the treaties resulting from that Con- 
ference finally went into effect in August, 1925, after their ratification 
by the last of the signatory Powers, this Government took occasion 
to urge upon the Powers the appointment of the Commission to in- 
vestigate extraterritoriality, with the understanding that the Com- 
mission should be authorized to include in its report recommendations 
for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights. When the 
Commission met, in China, the American commissioner took a lead- 
ing part in the carrying on of its investigations and in the prepara- 
tion of its report.^^ 

Two years ago, in his statement made public on January 27, 1927, 
the Secretary of State declared that the United States was prepared 


^ Commemal treaty of October 8, 1903, Foreign Relations, 1903, pp. 91, 98. 
Signed at Sbangbai, October 8, 1903, British and Foreign State Papers, vol. 
xcw, pp. 578, 582. 

“Signed at Shanghai, September 5, 1902, ihUL, vol. xcv (art. xii), pp. 39, 49. 
"^Foreign Relations, 1^2, vol. X, 'o, 2 m. . 

State, Report of the Commission on Extraterritoriality in 
P 6 /lpm( 7 , September 16, 1926 (Washington, Government Printing Office, 

" See quotation In telegram No. 28, January 26, 1027, to the Charge in China; 
Foreign Relations, 1027, vol. i, p. 350. 
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to put into force at once those of the recommendations of the Extra- 
territoriality Commission which could be put into force without a 
treaty and to negotiate concerning the relinquishment of extraterri- 
torial rights as soon as China was prepared to provide protection by 
law and through her courts to American citizens, their rights and 
their property. 

It is noted that the Japanese Government favors entering into 
discussions with China on the basis of the recommendations of the 
Commission on Extraterritoriality. The American Government for 
its part is convinced that the report of that Commission . provides 
material which might be made a basis for discussions with China 
with a view to establishing a definite, practical and equitable plan 
for the relinquishment of extraterritorial rights. Conditions in 
China now appear to afford opportunity to open such discussions, as 
it appears that the National Government is gradually extending and 
consolidating its authority. 

The American Government observes that the Extraterritoriality 
Commission made certain recommendations for action by the Powers, 
certain recommendations for action by China, and certain recom- 
mendations for action by China and the Powers. The American 
Government feels that, China now being united under one central 
authority, the Powers may reasonably look for evidences of effective 
effort by China to achieve reforms recommended by the Commission, 
and that, paH pasm with progress on China’s part toward those 
objectives, the Powers should seek to come to an agreement or agree- 
ments with China which will provide a satisfactory program for 
progressive relinquishment and ultimately complete abolition of 
extraterritorial rights. 

It is the opinion of the American Government that frank conver- 
sations between representatives of the other Powers and representa- 
tives of China in regard to this question would serve to bring clearly 
to the attention of all concerned the importance attached by the other 
Powers to the carrying out by China of the juridical and adminis- 
trative reforms which must of necessity accompany any steps taken 
toward abolishing extraterritoriality in order that there may be as- 
surance of adequate protection for the lives and property of foreign 
nationals in China. 

With regard to means of achieving action in this connection, this 
Government, while reserving the right to discuss the subject with the 
Chinese Government apart and recognizing the right of any other 
government to do likewise, woiild be glad to have its representatives 
hold informal conversations with representatives of the Japanese 
Government and those of other governments, with a view to ensuring 
thorough and sympathetic consideration of the many factors involved 
and the various aDossible courses of action which may be suggested. 
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In dealing with tliis and other questions wherein its interests and 
those of other Powers are involved, the -A.merican Grovernment wishes 
at no time to he unmindful of the principles upon which the treaties 
and resolutions of the Washington Conference of 1922 were based, 
and likewise to have always in mind the objectives which were therein 
envisaged. 

This Government has always viewed with satisfaction the declara- 
tion of the Powers party to the Treaty Eelating to Principles and 
Policies Concerning China that it is their desire “to adopt a policy 
designed to stabilize conditions in the Par East, to safeguard the 
rights and interests of China, and to promote intercourse between 
China and the other Powers on the basis of equality of opportunity”. 
It has viewed with satisfaction the agreement, iii that treaty, of the 
Powers other than China to respect the sovereignty, the independence, 
and the territorial and administrative integrity of China ; to provide 
the fullest and most unembarrassed opportunity to China to develop 
and maintain for herself an effective and stable government; to use 
their influence for the purpose of effectually establishing and main- 
taining the principle of equal opportunity for the commerce and 
industry of all nations throughout the territory of China; to refrain 
from taking advantage of conditions in China in order to seek special 
rights or privileges which would abridge the rights of subjects or 
citizens of friendly states and to refrain from countenancing action 
inimical to the security of such states. It has viewed with satisfac- 
tion the agreement that, in certain situations “there shall be full and 
frank communication between the Contracting Powers concerned”. 
, It has viewed with satisfaction the resolution in which the Powers 
declare it “desirable that there should hereafter be full publicity with 
respect to all matters affecting the political and other international 
obligations of China and of the several Powers in relation to China”, 
together with the agreement therein that such publicity shall be 
given. It has viewed with satisfaction the resolution in which the 
Powers other than China declare themselves sympathetically disposed 
towards furthering the aspirations to which the Chinese delegation 
had given expression on the subject of the abolition of extraterri- 
torial jurisdiction. 

The provisions of those treaties and resolutions clearly indicate 
that the Powers, including China, were convinced of the desirability 
of cooperative effort for certain purposes. There is, it should be 
noted, no provision in any of the agreements which requii’es that in 
all particulars and at all times each of the Powers shall refrain from 
independent action or that in every situation there shall be inter- 

^ Signed February 6 , 1922, Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. r, p. 276. 

XI, p. 296. 
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national consultation. NcTertheless, in the opinion of the Anaerican 
GoTernment, where interests common to all or to several Powers are 
involved, it is desirable that each of the Powers be solicitous not 
alone with regard to its own interests but also with regard to the 
interests of the others. In relation to certain situations it has been 
agreed that there shall be consultation. In relation both to these and 
to other matters, frequent and frank consultation may well be re- 
garded as in order. Wherever cooperative or concurrent action may 
be expected usefully to serve a legitimate purpose, it would seem that 
due consideration should be given to that possibility. In accordance 
with this conception, when new situations arise and new problems are 
presented, no Power should hesitate to make or be unwilling to 
receive suggestions. When, however, there is proposed some hew 
form of joint action not envisaged in the agreements, each Power, 
though ready to give the proposal consideration, must be free to 
make its own decision. And in situations where cooperative or con- 
current action has not been agreed upon or has been attempted but 
has failed, each Power must have the right, limited only by the 
spirit and the letter of its outstanding commitments, to act 
independently. 

These considerations have determined the course pursued by this 
Government with reference to the question of the Chinese customs 
tariff during the seven years since the Washington Conference, a 
course marked finally by the conclusion of a new treaty for the 
regulation of tariff relations between the United States and China.'^® 

With regard to the question of tariff relations it is the established 
policy of the United States neither to accord nor to ask for special 
privileges, and, consistently with that policy, the American Govern- 
ment, in concluding the treaty of July 25, 1928, neither sought from 
China nor was accorded by China any special concessions. The treaty 
calls simply for reciprocal non-discriminatory treatment in all that 
relates to the matters dealt with therein. 

With regard to the question of navigation of inland waters and 
coasting or coastwise trade, the Government of the United States 
perceives no objection to the conclusion of new agreements with 
China, but, in the absence of information with regard to the details 
of a proposed reciprocal agreement, this Government is not in posi- 
tion to express its opinion with regard specifically to that proposal. 

With regard to treatment to be accorded by the National Govern- 
ment of China in fulfilling China’s commitments to foreign govern- 
ments and obligations to nationals of foreign countries, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, believing that the National Government 
desires to conform its practices to the best standards of international 


" Signed at Peking, July 25, 1928. md., 1928, vol. n, p. 475. 
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practice, hopes that the National Government’s acts will demonstrate 
that such is its intention. 

The fundamental principles of American policy toward China have 
been repeatedly and consistently declared: in brief, the American 
Government seeks only tiiat its citizens be given equal opportunity 
with the citizens of other Powers safely to reside in China and peace- 
fully to pursue there their legitimate occupations, without special 
privileges, monopohes, or spheres of special interest or influence. 
At present this Gnvemment waits hopefully and with good will for 
the Chinese to achieve within China a condition of political stability 
and administrative effectiveness which will warrant and make pos- 
sible a complete and satisfactory readjustment of the agreements 
which regulate intercourse between China and the foreign Powers. 

Washutotoit, February 19, 1929. 


711.933/40 : Telegram 

The Minister m Ghincu (JMacMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 13, 1929 — ^ p. m. 
[Received March 14 — 10 p. m.] 
173. Reuter carries the following item under date of Nanking, 
March 12th: 

“Dr. C. T. Wang^® when interviewed informed the Kuo Min News 
Agency correspondent that he understands that the United States 
Government is exchanging views concerning abolition of consular 
jurisdiction with other Governments concerned, expects that foreign 
consular jurisdiction will be abolished before the beginning of next 
year.” 

MaoMtjbray 

793.003/88 

The GonsvZ General, at Shanghai (JJv/armighant) to the 
Secretary of State 


No. 6036 Shanghai, March 15, 1929. 

[Received April 16.] 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a memoran- 
dum of interview given by Consul J. E. Jacobs^’’' to Mr. Oliver C. 
Lockhart and Mr. Arthur N. Young of the Kemmerer Commission 
of Financial Advisers to the Chinese Government on certain phases 
of extraterritoriality. This interview was granted by Consul Jacobs 


" Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

American Commissioner on the Commission on 
Extraterritoriality in China, 1926, 
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upon the request of the parties named after he had secured my 
permission. It appears that the above named members of the Kem- 
merer Commission are working on some new taxation scheme, the 
administration and enforcement of which would involve the phases 
of extraterritoriality discussed. 

The latter part of Mr. Jacobs’ memorandum under the heading 
of “Remarks” consists of his own comment on the phases of extra- 
territoriality discussed. These expressions of his opinion were not, 
however, communicated to Mr. Lockhart and Mr. Young. 

I have [etc.] Enwm S. CxrNNiNGBLA.M:* 

[Enclosure] 

Memorandum by the Consul at Shanghai {Jacobs) 

[Undated,] 

On the afternoon of March 12, 1929, I was interviewed by Mr. 
Oliver C. Lockhart and Mr. Arthur N. Young, of the Kemmerer 
Commission of Financial Advisers to China, on certain phases of 
extraterritoriality bearing on the question of the enforcement of 
Chinese fiscal legislation. On their part the interview was carried 
on almost entirely by Mr. Lockhart, since Mr. Young was suffering 
from some eye trouble and had to leave before the interview was 
over, in order to consult a physician. 

Exemption of Foreigners From Chinese Taxation: 

The first phase of extraterritoriality on which information was 
sought by the parties named was the question of the specific treaty 
provisions which exempted foreigners in China from Chinese taxa- 
tion. On this point I stated that, so far as I knew, the only specific 
provisions in any of the treaties were those to be found in Article 
40 of the Sino-French Treaty of 1858,^ which, while not being 
absolutely definite on the subject, does provide that every obligation 
not specifically expressed in that treaty shall not be enforcible 
against French citizens, and in Article 6 of the Sino- Japanese Treaty 
of April 17, 1895,^® . which provides for the temporary renting of 
warehouses in the interior by Japanese subjects without the pay- 
ment of any taxes or exactions whatever. 

Mr. Lockhart stated that his reason for desiring the above infor- 
mation was that certain Chinese had told him there were no specific 
provisions whatever in the treaties exempting foreigners from Chi- 
nese taxation. I then explained to Mr. Lockhart that tlie exemption 
of extraterritorial nationals in China from Chinese taxation, aside 

^ Signed at Tientsin, June 27, 1858 ; Frencli text in British and Foreign State 
Papers, vol. u, p. 637. 

"Signed at Shimonoseki ; iMd., vol. ixxxvn, p. 799. 
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from the two specific provisions cited above, is based upon the system 
of extraterritoriality under which such nationals are subject only 
to the laws of their own countries administered by the judicial 
officials of their own governments. In other words, the only legal 
way to try to enforce a Chinese tax against an extraterritorial na- 
tional would be to prosecute such a national in his own court, which 
would be compelled to dismiss the action unless the tax in question 
had been made applicable to the national by law or treaty. Hence, 
in general, extraterritorial nationals are exempt from Chinese fiscal 
legislation. 

Exemption of Chinese Citizens and Firms m Treaty Ports ^ SettlemenU 
and Concessions From Chinese Touxation: 

The next phase of extraterritoriality which Mr. Lockhart brought 
up for discussion was the immunity from Chinese taxation which 
Chinese citizens and firms secured by living within the Treaty Ports, 
Settlements and Concessions. He apparently desired information 
on this subject in order to enable him to work out some scheme 
whereby Chinese citizens residing in the areas named could be com- 
pelled to pay the taxes prescribed in the laws of China. 

I informed Mr. Lockhart that so far as I knew about the only 
places remaining in China where such a condition could exist were 
Shanghai, the International Settlement of Kulangsu at Amoy, the 
French and Japanese Concessions at Hankow, and possibly certain of 
the foreign concessions in Tientsin. Thereupon Mr. Lockhart 
asked my opinion as to how Chinese fiscal legislation might be en- 
forced against Chinese residing in these areas. I told him that in my 
opinion this was a matter which would have to be taken up by the 
Chinese Government and the foreign authorities exercising control 
over the special areas where such condition existed. I also stated 
that in my opinion the more important extraterritorial powers exer- 
cising control in these areas would probably be willing to negotiate 
with the Chinese authorities on this subject if some scheme for en- 
forcing Chinese fiscal legislation therein could be worked out without 
the necessity for bringing into these areas a special corps of Chinese 
tax collectors and agents to use the high handed methods which are 
now being used by such collectors and agents in the collection of 
various forms of taxation now being levied in Chinese territory ille- 
gally agamst foreigners and foreign merchandise, and legally against 
Chinese. I laid particular emphasis upon this point and Mr. Lock- 
hart appeared to agree with me that the Chinese must xnaintain 
civilized methods for the enforcement of their fiscal legislation before 
they can hope to persuade the foreigners to permit the functioning of 
tax collectors and agents within the Settlements and Concessions. 
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With regard to Shanghai, I pointed out to Mr. Lockhart that there 
was a Chinese court functioning in the Settlement, namely, the Pro- 
visional Court, in which the Chinese authorities might at any time 
prosecute any Chinese who failed or refused to pay taxes prescribed 
in the laws of China if the Diplomatic and Consular Bodies could 
be persuaded that such laws are applicable to Chinese living in the 
Settlement. 

iTbcorporation of Chinese Capital Under the Laws of Ea^traterri- 
torial Powers: 

The third phase of extraterritoriality discussed was the practice 
of Chinese to invest their capital in corporations operating in China 
under the laws of some extraterritorial power, thereby securing the 
privileges and immunities which that system ajflforded. Mr. 
Lockhart stated that a considerable amount of Chinese capital was 
invested in companies operating under the British-Hongkong Ordi- 
nances and the United States-China Trade Act, as well as under 
charters issued under the laws of a number of smaller extraterri- 
torial powers. I informed Mr. Lockhart that it was possible, under 
the China Trade Act, for Chinese capital to invest in an American 
corporation but that at least 51% of the stock must be American 
owned before protection might be afforded by American diplomatic 
and consular oj0S.cers in China. Mr. Lockhart stated that the Chinese 
authorities felt that this evasion of Chinese capital from the pay- 
ment of Chinese taxes through investment in foreign concerns oper- 
ating in China was a phase of extraterritoriality which should be 
abolished. I informed Mr. Lockhart that as far as the China Trade 
Act was concerned, the only way this practice could be stopped 
would be by the addition of an amendment prohibiting the incor- 
poration of any but American capital under the Act. 

Tcuxation of Foreigners: 

The fourth phase of extraterritoriality discussed was the question 
of making Chinese fiscal legislation applicable to extraterritorial 
nationals residing anywhere in China (Treaty Ports, Concessions, 
Settlements or Interior). In this connection, I stated that the Ex- 
traterritoriality Commission in Subsection 5 of Recommendation 
IV of its report recommended that — 

^‘Pending the abolition of extraterritoriality, the nationals of the 
powers concerned should be required to pay such taxes as may be 
prescribed in laws and regulations duly promulgated by the com- 
petent authorities of the Chinese Government and recognized by 
the powers concerned as applicable to their nationals.” 

In addition, I pointed out that the American Goverimient had al- 
ready advised its nationals in China that they^ might pay, as volun- 


Approved September 19, 1922: 42 Stat. 849. 
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tary contributions, such local municipal taxes as were devoted to 
municipal purposes so long as there was no discrimination as be- 
tween foreigners and Chinese, and that all the powers represented 
in Shanghai had agreed to the payment by their nationals of motor 
car license fees on foreign owned motor cars operating on Chinese 
roads outside the International Settlement and French Concession of 
Shanghai. 

As regards the enforcement, however, of such taxes against Ameri- 
cans and other extraterritorial nationals, I pointed out that the en- 
forcement of payment could only be effected by bringing action in 
the United States Court for China, in the case of Americans, and in 
the court of the nationality concerned in the case of other extrater- 
ritorial nationals. I expressed doubt, however, as to the efficacy of 
such a course, since I do not believe that the American or other extra- 
territoriality courts can apply the Chinese laws prescribing these 
taxes. 

Remarks: 

The phases of extraterritoriality which Mr. Lockhart and Mr. 
Young have discussed with me constitute, in my opinion, the gravest 
abuses of the extraterritoriality system which should have been rem- 
edied many years ago. Their continuance constitutes one of the 
weightiest arguments which the Chinese have for the abolition of 
the extraterritorial rights now enjoyed by the nationals of certain 
foreign powers in China. It is beyond comprehension that either the 
Chinese or foreign plenipotentiaries who negotiated the Sino-Foreign 
treaties of the 1840’s and 50’s ever contemplated the extension of the 
extraterritorial system to give immunity to citizens and subjects of 
China from the operation of the laws of their own country. It is 
almost beyond comprehension that these negotiators ever contem- 
plated the complete immunity of foreigners under the extraterritorial 
system from all forms of Chinese taxation in cases where these for- 
eigners enjoy the benefits of Chinese municipal government such as 
police protection, roads, light and water. Although I am strongly 
of the opinion that the day has not yet arrived when the entire extra- 
territorial system should be abolished, I am equally fixed in my belief 
that the American Government should disassociate itself from any 
continued support of those elements among the foreigners resident 
in China who desire to extend to Chinese citizens immunity from the 
operation of Chinese laws, fiscal or otherwise. 

With regard to the exemption of Chinese living in Settlements and 
Concessions from Chinese taxation, the only places where the Ameri- 
can Government is concerned are Shanghai and Amoy, since the rep- 
resentatives of American Government in nowise participate in the 
municipal govemmepts of the Concessions at Hankow and Tientsin. 
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With regard to the International Settlement of Shanghai, it is my 
opinion that every Chinese residing therein should be subject to every 
law of the Republic of China, fiscal or otherwise, so long as the 
Chinese authorities content themselves with the enforcement of that 
law through the medium of the police of the Settlement and the Pro- 
visional Court, or such authorities as may from time to time be sub- 
stituted for those authorities. 

With regard to the matter of permitting Chinese capital to incor- 
porate under the laws of the extraterritorial powers, this abuse should 
be ended. To do so will require not only an Act of Congress amend- 
ing the existing China Trade Act, but also some treaty arrangement 
between China and the United States denying the right of American 
corporations incorporated under the various State laws to operate in 
China if the capital of such corporation is partially or entirely 
Chinese owned. 

With regard to the enforcement of Chinese taxation against Ameri- 
can citizens and firms in China, the provision contained in Recom- 
mendation IV of the Extraterritoriality Commission should be put 
into effect. To make this effective in China it will be necessary to 
secure an Act of Congress in general terms providing that all Chinese 
fiscal laws after due enactment and promulgation in some orderly 
manner shall be made applicable to all American citizens and firms 
in China after approval by the Minister and the Department of State 
and under such terms or modification as they may think necessary 
in each and every case. 

J. E. Jacobs 


711.933/45 

The Chinese MinisteT (6^. O, to the Secretary of State 

Washington, May 2, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I am instructed by my 
Government to transmit to you the following note : 

“It may be recalled that the Chinese Government, through its repre- 
sentatives, had had occasion to express at the Paris Peace Conference 
its strong desire for the removal of limitations on China’s jurisdic- 
tional sovereignty imposed upon her by the old treaties concluded 
between China and the Foreign Powers and that the Chinese Delega- 
tion emphatically reiterated the same desire at the Washmgton Con- 
ference, which placed on record its sympathetic disposition towards 
furthering the aspiration of China for the removal of restrictions on 
her political, jurisdictional and administrative freedom of action. 

“With the unification of China and the establishment upon a firm 
foundation of the National Government, a new era has been happily 


Similar note received by the Minister in China, was dated AprU 1929 ; 
copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 2082, May 9, p. 565. 
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inaugEra/ted in tlie relations between our two countries tbrougb tbe 
concSision of the recent Tariff Treaty, and it is to be confidently hoped 
that the material wellbeing of our two countries will henceforth be 
greatly enhanced. But it is the belief and the conviction of the 
nhiriftgfl Crovemment that the 'promotion of such material wellbeing 
will be accelerated by a readjustment of the relations between our two 
countries on a basis of friendly equality m matters of jurisdiction, and 
if the American Government could see its way to meet the wishes of 
the Chinese Government and people in this regard, it is certain that 
another obstacle to the full and frank cooperation, in trade or other- 
wise, between the Chinese people and Foreign nationals in this country 
would be happily removed and that the desire of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment for promoting to the fullest extent the material interests of 
all who choose to associate themselves with our own people Would find 
its early realization. 

“It goes without saying that extraterritoriality in China is a legacy 
of the old regime, which has not only ceased to be adaptable to the 
present-day conditions, but has become so detrimental to the smooth 
working of the judicial and administrative machinery of China that 
her progress as a member of the family of Nations has been unneces- 
sarily retarded. The inherent defects and inconveniences of the 
I system of consular jurisdiction have been most clearly pointed out 
by the Chiuese Government on various occasions and also by the jurists 
and publicists of other countries in their official utterances as well as 
iu their academic discussions. It is a matter for sincere regret that, 
while many Governments which are playing an important role in 
international affairs are eager and persistent in their endeavors to 
promote genuine friendsh^) and harmony among Nations, such 
anachronistic practices as only tend to mar the friendly relations be- 
tween the ^inese people and Foreign Nations should be allowed to 
exist at a time when justice and equity are supposed to govern the 
relations of Nations. 

“With the close contact between China and the Foreign Powers, the 
assimilation of western legal conceptions by Chinese jurists and the 
incorporation of western legal principles in Chinese jurisprudence 
have proceeded veiy rapidly. In addition to the numerous codes and 
laws now in force, the Civil Code and the Commercial Code have 
reached the final stage of preparation and will be ready for promulga- 
tion before January first, 1930. Courts and prisons, along modem 
lines, have been established, and are being established, throughout the 
whole country. 

“Inasmuch as doubt has been entertained with regard to the advisa- 
bility of relinquishing extraterritorial privileges at this junctiire by 
the interested Powers, it may be pointed out that certain cotmtries, 
haying c^sed to enjoy extraterritorial privileges in China, have found 
satisfaction in the protection given to their nationals by Chinese laws 
and have had no cause for complaint that their interests have been in 
any way prejudiced. The American Government may, therefore, rest 
assured that the legitimate rights and interests of American citizens 
in China will not be unfavorably affected in the least by the relin- 
quishment of the extraterritorial privileges which they now possess. 
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**As the American ^Go'venunent has always mamtained a friendly 
attitude towards China and has always shown its readiness in the 
adoption of measures for the removal of limitations on China’s sov- 
ereignty, the Chinese Government is happy to express to the Ameri- 
can Government the^ desire of China to have the restrictions on her 
jurisdictional sovereignty removed at the earliest possible date and 
confidently hopes that the American Government will take this desire 
of China into immediate and sympathetic consideration and favor it 
with an early reply so that steps may be taken to enable China, now 
unified and with a strong Central Government, to rightfully assume 
j;arisdiction over all nationals within her domain.” 

Accept [etc.] Chao-Chtj Wtt 

711.933/45 : Telegram 

The SeGretary of State to the Minister im, China (MaioMuTTay) 

Washington, May 3, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

146. Chinese Minister left with me yesterday a note dated May 2, 
requesting United States to give “immediate and sympathetic consid- 
eration” to the desire of China “to have the restrictions on her juris- 
dictional sovereignty removed at the earliest possible date.” Min- 
ister stated that similar notes had been addressed to Ministers of the 
United States, Great Britain, France, Brazil, Norway and Holland. 
Can you confirm ? 

Department is preparing a reply and would welcome any comments 
or suggestions that you may wish to make. 

SxoisoN 


711.933/46 : Telegram 

The Minister m China {MaoMwray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 6, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received May 6—10 : 10 a. m.] 

365. Your telegram No. 146, May 3, 2 p. m. 

1. A note imder date of April 27 of the character indicated in your 
telegram was received by mail today. I understand from my col- 
leagues of the nationalities mentioned that they have received similar 
notes. The Senior (Dutch) Minister is proposing to call a meeting 
of the interested diplomatic representatives to exchange views on the 
subject in the near future. 

2. My comments as requested in your second paragraph will follow 
in a confidential telegram. 

MaoMxjbeat 
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711.933/47 : Telegram 

The Mindster in GMna {MaoMwrray) to tHe Secretary of State 

[Paraptirase] 

Peking, May 7, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received May 7 — 1 : 25 p. m,] 

360. Supplementing my 355, May 6, 3 p. m., in reply to the Depart- 
ment’s 146, May 3, 2 p. m. 

(1) The Chinese request for relinquishment of extraterritorial 
rights is based, as various previous telegrams have indicated, upon. a 
series of assumptions which are contrary to fact. The ostensible unity 
of China, in my view, is really a truce which has resulted from a tem- 
porary balance of forces between various, factions; their interests 
are, if indeed not irreconcilable, still unreconciled, and the stability 
of the central governmental authority, as established now, is alto- 
gether precarious. Since the report in 1926 of the Commission on 
Extraterritoriality, there has been no appreciable progress as regards 
either the system of law or the judiciary’s organization; while the 
Shanghai Provisional Court’s experiment,®® meanwhile, has proved 
such a disappointing experience as to compel a doubt whether even 
the judges who are selected to serve in posts of crucial importance 
may be expected, without at least the development of sound judicial 
traditions, either to grasp the concepts of justice which underlie the 
western legal system now being adopted by China or to apply such 
principles with no subservience to factional or personal influence, 
even if not under the direct compulsion of the military which still 
wield the real power in this country. 

(2) As my telegram 620, June 6, 1927, 6 p. m.,®® indicated, I con- 
sider that the experience of nationalities, including the Germans, 
who have lost their extraterritorial status does not support the claim 
that their situation at present is satisfactory, nor, in any case, would 
it warrant the hope that aliens of whatever nationality would be given 
justice by the Chinese authorities should they be relieved altogether 
from the inhibitions arising out of their aspiration to shake off all 
vestiges of the extraterritorial system. 

(3) . . . The means or capacity to administer public justice, as 
this is understood in civilization of the western type, has not yet been 
developed by the Chinese ; so that if they were put in a position again 
to exercise jurisdiction over aliens, prior to preparedness for satis- 
factory exercise of this responsibility, it is my own earnest belief that 
the result would be once more a progressive intensifying of ill feeling 
and misunderstanding between foreign nations and China. This, 
then, would lead to constantly growing tension, and sooner or later 

“ See pp. 682 ft. 

Not printed. 



CHIN*A 


563 

a trivial incident even would precipitate a clash and intervention quite 
probably by one or more foreign powers. 

(4) This morning the Netherlands, British, and French Ministers 
and I discussed the question of replying to the note from Dr, Wang. 
We were all agreed that it would be distinctly advantageous for the 
replies of the several interested Governments to be substantially iden- 
tical, to the general effect that any modification is deemed to be pre- 
mature pending further demonstration by Chinese judicial institutions 
of their capacity to deal with cases which affect foreign interests. 
I told my colleagues that the Secretary of State is already drafting 
a reply to China, but I said I should gladly submit for his consider- 
ation a draft for substantially identical replies by the Governments 
interested. This draft is now being elaborated. May I state I am 
personally convinced that this is a matter in which action concerted 
with the other chiefly interested powers can best safeguard important 
interests and trade in China of American citizens. In case the De- 
partment shares this view, it might deem it preferable for me to 
communicate to my colleagues the draft reply it is preparing, with a 
view to the possible adoption of this reply as a basis for substantially 
identical replies by the other governments. 

MaoMukrat 


711.933/48 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of Stoi^e 

Pekiktg, May 9, 1929 — 5 p.m. 

[Received May 9 — 1 : 05 p.m.] 

368. Referring to fourth paragraph of my telegram No. 360, May 
7,7 p.m. 

1. The following is the text which the British, Dutch and French 
Ministers and myself have elaborated for submission to our respective 
Governments as a basis for substantially identical replies: 

“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note under date 
of April 27th in which you expres^d the hope that the Government 
of (blank) would take into immediate and sympathetic consideration 
the desire of the Chinese Government to be enabled to assume jurisdic- 
tion over nationals within the domain of China. 

Having carefully considered this request, my Government has in- 
structed me to recall to Your Excellency that it was happy to partic- 
ipate in the resolution adopted on December 10, 1921, by the Wash- 
ington Conference on Limitation of Armament under which was 
established an international commission to inquire into the present 
practice of extraterritorial jurisdiction in China and into the laws and 
the judicial system and the method of judicial administration in 

“ Hesolution V, Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, p. 289. 
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China. Your Excellency will not fail to recall that that Commission 
which rendered its report imder date of September 16, 1926, laid down 
a variety of recommendations upon reasonable compliance with which 
it considered that the several powers would be warranted in relinquish- 
ing their respective rights of extraterritoriality. In view of the find- 
ings of fact of the Commission and of its recommendations (in which 
as win be recalled the Chinese member unreservedly concurred) my 
Government cannot but feel that as a condition precedent to the re- 
linquishment of American extraterritorial rights (in accordance with 
article 15 of the commercial treaty of October 8, 1903) it is now in- 
cumbent upon the Chinese Government to carry the reform of its laws 
and judicial system and of its administration of justice to the point 
indicated as necessary by that Commission. My Government feel that 
it would be less than frank if it were not to acknowledge that its sub- 
sequent observation of the workings of the Chinese courts, and par- 
ticularly of the Provisional Court established in the International 
Settlement at Shanghai by agreement between the Chinese and for- 
eim authorities, has not tended to inspire its confidence either in their 
adn^istrative functioning or in the independence of Chinese judicial 
institutions from outside influences. 

My Government further instructs me to assure you that until such 
time as the relinquishment of extraterritorial rights may become 
necessary it will continue to observe with attentive and sympathetic 
interest such further progresses as may be effected in these matters, 
and such demonstration as may be made by the Chinese Government 
,of its capacity and willingness to do justice in cases affecting foreign 
persons and interests and that it Will continue to hope for opportuni- 
ties of helpful cooperation wi& the Chinese authorities with a view 
to hastening a situation in which it would feel warranted in agreeing 
to modifications of the present juridical status of American citizens 
in China.” 

2. My colleagues and I feel it is necessary to include a direct state- 
ment as to the lack of confidence felt with respect to the administrative 
functioning and the judicial independence of the Chinese courts. 
However unwelcome such statement will be to the Chinese, their 
raising squarely the whole issue of extraterritoriality seems to compel 
us to meet that issue squarely by a direct statement of the present 
inadequacy of their judicial institutions. I am myself strongly 
impressed with the fact that the somewhat indefinite terms in which 
the interested foreign powers have hitherto given assurance of their 
hopes for the eventual abolition of extraterritoriality have produced 
in the minds of the Chinese an impression of insincerity in avoiding 
an issue which we dare not meet. A direct statement of the fact that 
we are not satisfied with what they have to offer therefore leave [s] us 
in a better position both as to their present request and as to dealing 
with any future developments of the question. 

MacMtjbeat 
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711.933/62 

The Minister in China {MacM'wrray) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2082 Peking, May 9, 1929. 

[Received June 10.] 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose the Chinese text and English trans- 
lation of a note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated April 
27th, and received May 6th,®® requesting that the restrictions upon 
the jurisdictional sovereignty of China be removed at the earliest 
possible date. As stated in my telegram No. 360 of May 7, 7 p. m., 
it is my considered opinion that the request that we relinquish our 
extraterritorial rights is based upon a series of assumptions contrary 
to fact. Dr. Wang appears to have assumed as his major premise 
that, concurrently with the growth of the Nationalist Government and 
with the degree of political unity which that Government -has now 
achieved, there has come about an improvement in the system and prac- 
tice of jurisprudence in China which would fully warrant the relin- 
quishment at the present time of extraterritorial rights by those Powers 
still in possession of such rights. This assumption, I believe, is wholly 
unwarranted. The primary desideratum — the creation of a judiciary 
which is in fact free from military and political interference — ^is as 
remote now as it was at the time of the conclusion of the Sino-Ameri*; 
can Treaty of 1903. . . . During the past two years, the Chinese have 
had a free and unrestricted opportunity in their administration of 
the Provisional Court in the International Settlement at Shanghai 
to demonstrate whether or not they are at the present time competent 
to administer justice in a manner which would in any degree approxi- 
mate that kind of justice which the foreign Powers could rightfully 
expect for their nationals upon the relinquishment of their extra- 
territorial rights. Of this opportunity the Chinese have made a sig- 
nal failure, and the result has been to create a distrust of Chinese 
justice more pronounced and more cynical than that existing hitherto. 
The particular cases and incidents from which this distrust has arisen 
have been fully reported to the Department in the numerous des- 
patches on the subject from the Consulate General at Shanghai. 

Progress has been made towards the completion of the new codes 
which are to comprise the principles of the modern Chinese jurispru- 
dence. Whether or not there has been appreciable progress beyond 
the point recorded in the Report of the Commission on Extraterri- 
toriality, 1926, I am not in a position definitely to state. As I need 
scarcely state, however, the essence of the problem is not a matter of 
codes and principles of law, but is purely a question whether in prac- 
tice these codes and principles are respected and applied in a manner 

For text, see note of May 2 from the Chinese Minister, p. 559. 
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■which "will guarantee a reasonable degree of safety to persons and prop; 
erty of our nationals. I do not doubt that, within the next few years 
the Chinese Go'v^emment -will have formulated and promulgated a 
complete set of legal codes to which little or no exception pa n be ta Vo^ 
This fact in itself, however, offers no guarantee whatsoever that foreign 
interests will in practice receive any sufficient degree of protection 
from Chinese comts. The situation with regard to German citizens 
remains, so far as I know, substantially the same as that reported 
my telegram No. 620, of June 6, 1927.“® The indirect protection re- 
ceived by Germany from the po^ession of extraterritorial rights by 
other Powers is of course a difficult matter to determine. Our atti- 
tude, however, should, I believe, be based upon general conditions 
affecting the administration of Chinese jurisprudence rather fVian 
upon the question whether Germans in China find t h eir condition 
tolerable at a time when China is seeking to induce a general rdin- 
quishment of extraterritorial rights. 

I have [etc.] j. y. A. MaoMubbat 


711.933/55 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Seoreta/ry of State 


Peking, May 21, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received May 22 — 9 : 25 a. m.“^] 
406. Following from American Consul General at Shanghai: 

“May 20, 4 p. m. The foUo'wing resolution passed at a meeting 
o± repre^ntatives of American, British, French and Japanese Cham- 
Commerce on May 10th and has been approved by Board 
of Doctors of .^erican, British, French and Japanese Chambers; 

requests it be forwarded to the Department 
p± state. The bUl for charges in connection therewith -will be 
honored by the Chamber: 


Wbu^s, the National GoTernment of China at Nanting has recently 
® foreign powers whose nationals enjoy extra- 

treaties conclnded between such powers and 
(^a, guesting the reinoval at the earUest possible date of forei^ consular 
jur^iction in China and requesting that such powers -wlU give this desire 
favorable consideration, so that steps may be taken 
^thta\^r do^ln China to assume Jurisdiction over all persons 

.awordance with the decision taken at the "Washington 
Conference a commission representing the United States of Ampricn tiie 
France, Japan and other powers was appointed* and 
after dne investigation and consideration prepared and presented a report mah- 
ing definite r^ommendations with regard to the abolition of extraterritoriality 
by precedent to such abolition certain conditions should be fulfiU^ 

co^lo^^do^hwT,»‘^no^®’?^® Government has made progress, the 
conuitions la id down by the Commission on BhctraterritorlaUty in rihio« have 


“ Not printed. 

"" Telegram in three sections. 
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not been fulfilled; civil war still continues; the Judges of the Chinese courts 
are made subject to the control and authorities of a single political party, 
thus interfering with the administration of Justice ; the unification and stabiliza- 
tion has not been achieved and life and property, both Chinese and foreign, is 
inadequately protected by the law and its administration. 

And whekeas, these questions involve huge property interests and the 
safety of thousands of American, British, French and Japanese citizens and 
subjects, 

Be it resolved, that the American, British, French and Japanese Chambers 
of Commerce in Shanghai represented at this meeting petition that the Joint 
action of the powers as represented by the Commission on Extraterritoriality 
in China should be maintained by the Governments of the United States of 
America, the British [Empire?], and Japan as the basis for any consideration 
of the aforementioned request of the National Government, and that these 
powers refrain from modifying the existing status of foreigners in China until 
a further Joint investigation shall have demonstrated China’s fulfillment of the 
conditions indicated in the report of the Commission on Extraterritoriality 
in China.’ ” 

MaoMursat 


711 . 933/58 

Memorandmn by the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
{HornbecJe) of a Gor/6ersation With the First Secretary of the 
Japanese Erribassy {Kobo') 

[Washington,] May 21 , 1929. 
Mr. Kato called and inquired whether the French Government 
had approached the American Government on the subject of the 
reply to be made to the Chinese Government’s note of April 27.®® 
He stated that the French Charg4 in Tokyo had approached the 
Japanese Government and had expressed, for the French Govern- 
ment, the view that the Powers should make reply in common. 
However, he said, the Japanese Government is in a peculiar position 
in regard to this matter, for the reason that the Chinese Government 
had not addressed a note to the Japanese Government. 

Mr. Hornbeck said that he supposed it might be assumed that the 
Chinese Government took the position that it was already negotiating 
with the Japanese Government on the subject of extraterritoriality, 
inasmuch as those two Governments are negotiating on the subject of 
a general treaty. Mr. Kato said that that assumption was sound 5 
nevertheless, the Japanese Government was concerned along with 
the other Powers with regard to the action which should be taken 
on the subject of extraterritoriality. He asked again whether the 
French Government had approached the American Government. 
Mr. Hornbeck replied that, so far as he knew, the French Govern- 
ment had not made proposals or asked questions of this Government 
on this subject. Mr, Kato intimated that he thought the govern- 
ments ought to work together. Mr. Hornbeck asked what the Jap- 
anese Government thought ought to be done about the matter. Mr. 
Kato replied that the Japanese Government had had in mind the 

” See note of May 2 from the Chinese Minister, p. 559. 
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report of the Extraterritoriality Commission ; it might be doubted, 
however, whether anyone should expect that the Chinese should be 
required to carry out all of the recommendations of the Commission. 
Mr. Kato asked whether the views of the American Government had 
changed since the delivery to the Japanese Ambassador of the Secre- 
tary of State’s reply to the Ambassador’s note last winter. Mr. 
Hornbeck replied that he believed it accurate to say that this Gov- 
emment’s views had in no way changed. 

Mr. Kato asked whether this Government was doing anything 
with the question of raising the Legations to and from China to the 
grade of Embassies.®^ Mr* Hornbeck stated that the question had 
been up when the Chinese made the suggestion a few months ago 
and that the American Government had been inclined to look wilb 
favor upon the idea of a change but had taken no action. Mr. Kato 
asked whether we had been approached again on the subject by the 
Chinese. Mr. Hornbeck replied that we had not. Mr. Kato stated 
that at the end of April the Chinese Government had definitely 
approached the Japanese Government on the subject. Mr. Hornbeck 
asked whether the Japanese Government had made any reply, Mr. 
Kato said that the Japanese Government was inclined to the feeling 
that the foreign governments should act together. 

Mr. Kato asked what Mr. Hornbeck thought of the present situa- 
tion in China. Mr. Hornbeck replied that the situation appeared 
again to be problematical; that there was unquestionably a big con- 
test on for the possession of Canton and fighting appeared to be im- 
pending elsewhere. Mr. Kato said that the Japanese Embassy was 
informed that a break between Chiang Kai Shek and Feng Yu-hsiang 
is probably inevitable. 

S[tanxey] K. H[ori^eeck] 


793.003/102 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 22, 1929 — i p. m. 

[Received May 22 — 9 a. m.] 
I have received from the Acting Counselor in charge of 
the Rritish Legation the text of a somewhat lengthy and argumenta- 
tive draft note which the British Government proposes to despatch 
in reply to the Chinese note requesting the abolition of extraterritori- 
ality, The draft will be considered at a meeting of the interested 
^plomatic representatives tomorrow morning. It is assumed that 
the text IS also available to the Department, and I therefore shall 
not telegraph it unless so instructed. 

“See Foreign Relations^ toI. n, pp. 199 ff. . 
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2. The French Government has authorized its Minister here to 
adopt as a basis for his reply to the Chinese note the draft submitted 
in first paragraph of my No. 368, May 9^ 5 p. m. 

MaoMcekax 

793.003/103 : Telegram 

The Mirndster in China {MacMwrray') to the Secretai^y of State 

Peking, May 23, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received May 23^ — 10:55 a. m.] 
413. Supplementing my No. 410, May 22, 4 p. m. 

1. At this morning’s meeting of interested diplomatic representa- 
tives, British Counselor explained that it is the intention of his 
government to despatch “in the reasonably near future” its reply 
to the Chinese note on extraterritoriality and that it suggests that 
other Governments may wish to adopt its arguments in whole or in 
part as a model for their replies. Although only French Minister 
has received instructions to that effect those present indicated a gen- 
eral preference for the draft submitted in my number 368, May 9, 
5 p. m. For my own part I consider the British text falls between 
two stools in that it is too brusque in its conclusion, whereas the 
general effect conveyed by it is too apologetic. Japanese Charge 
d’ Affaires had been invited to participate in the discussions in view 
of the fact that Government maintains its extraterritorial rights and 
is about to undertake treaty negotiations in which those rights will 
be questioned by the Chinese. He said he had been authorized by 
his Government to inform us that it has no definite proposals in 
the matter since it has intrusted to Yoshizawa a wide discretion in 
dealing with the matter in his treaty negotiations but that in general 
its position is to insist as a condition precedent to the relinquishment 
of extraterritoriality either throughout China or in any given terri- 
tory upon the fulfillment of the recommendations of the Extrater- 
ritoriality Commission, particularly upon the freedom of residence 
and trade in the interior as a right correlative to the surrender of 
extraterritoriality. 

MaoMxjerax 

793.003/105 : Telegram 

The Charge in Great Britai/n {Atherton) to the Secretary of State 

LiONdon, May 2T, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received May 27 — 11 : 35 a. m.®^] 
129. Department’s 124, May 25, 5 p. m.®^ The following is text of 
British draft reply which Foreign Office informs me has been tele- 

K. Yoshizawa, Japanese Minister in China. 

” Telegram in two sections. 

• Not printed. 
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graphed to Peking with instructions to British Charge d’Affaires 
that he shoTild communicate it to those of his colleagues who received 
the Chinese note with suggestions that they might incorporate ia 
their own drafts so much of this British draft as they may consider 
suitable and applicable, but that Sir Austen Chamberlain would 
deprecate the use of identic language in view of Chinese suscepti- 
bilities : 

‘^Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 2Yth April in which you inform me of the desire of the National 
Government of the Republic of China that the restrictions imposed 
on the jurisdictional sovereignty of China by the system of extra- 
territoriality now in force should be removed at the earliest possible 
date with a view to the assumption of jurisdiction by China over all 
nationals within her domain. 

2. I have communicated the contents of your letter to my Govern- 
ment and I am now instructed to transmit to you a reply m the fol- 
lowing sense : 

3. Animated: by the friendly feelings which tibey have always 
entertained towards the Government and people of China, His 
Majesty’s Goverament have given their sympathetic consideration 
to the request of the Chinese Government relating to the above- 
mentioned {abolition of\ extraterritorial jurisdiction in China. The 
high importance of this subject in its bearing both on the political de- 
velopment of China and the future relations between China and Great 
Britain appears to demand that it should be closely examined from 
every aspect. In particular a just appreciation oi the reasons for 
which and the manner in which the present system of extraterri- 
toriality came into existence seems essential to a consideration of 
the proper method for dealing with the problem. 

4. The system of extraterritoriality in force in China has its roots 
deep down in the past. For thousands of years before science had 
improved communications, the Chinese people were secluded from the 
rest of the world by deserts and ocean and they developed a civiliza- 
tion and a polity peculiar to themselves. A wide gulf was thus fixed 
between Europe and America on the one hand and China on the other 
hand. 

5. In particular the conception of international relations as being 
the intercourse between equal and independent states — a conception 
which was woven into the very texture of the political ideas of the 
unions of the West — ^was entirely alien to Chinese modes of thought. 
When the traders of the West first found their way to the coasts of 
China, the Chinese Government found it difficult to allow them freely 
to enter into their country and mingle with their people nor did they 
r^ognize that the nations to which they belonged were the equals of 
Cmina. These traders were therefore confined to a small section of a 
single city in one corner of the empire and while on the one hand they 
were subjected to many disabilities and to grave humiliations, on the 
other hand — by a species of amorphous and unregulated extraterri- 
toriality, which was the natural outcome of these conditions — ^the 
responsibility of managing their own affairs and maintaining order 
among themselves was m some measure left to their own initiative. 

•• Britisn Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
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6. Relations continued for many years npon this insecure and unsat- 
isfactory footing. Friction was often dangerously intense and con- 
flicts not infrequently arose, generally out of demands that some inno- 
cent person should be surrendered for execution to expiate perhaps an 
acciaental homicide or that foreign authority should assume responsi- 
bility for enforcing the revenue laws of China. 

7. The object of the first treaties was to secure the recognition by 
China of Great Britain’s equality with herself and to define and regu- 
late the extraterritorial status of British subjects. Relations between 
the two countries having thus been placed upon a footing of equality 
and mutual respect, Great Britain was content that her nationals 
should continue to bear those responsibilities and to labor under those 
disabilities which respect for the sovereignty of China entailed upon 
them. Conditions did not permit the general opening of the interior 
of China, and the residence of foreigners has consequently continued 
down to the present day to be restricted to a limited number of cities 
known as treaty ports. 

8. His Majesty’s Government reco^ize the defects and inconven- 
iences of the system of consular jurisdiction to which the Government 
of China have on various occasions drawn attention. In 1902 in article 
XII of the treaty of commerce between Great Britain and China 
signed in that year,®^ His Majesty’s Government stated their readiness 
to relinquish their extraterritorial rights when they were satisfied 
that the state of Chinese laws, the arrangements for their administra- 
tion and other considerations warranted them in so doing. They have 
since watched with appreciation the progress which China has made 
in the assimilation of western legal principles, to which reference is 
made in your note xmder reply, and they have observed with deep inter- 
est the facts set out and the recommendations made in the report of the 
Commission on Extraterritoriality in the year 1926. 

9. More recently in the declaration which they published in Deceni- 
ber, 1926,®® and the proposals which they made to the Chinese authori- 
ties in January, 1927/® His Majesty’s Government have given concrete 
evidence of their desire to meet in a spirit of friendship and sympathy 
the legitimate aspirations of the Chinese people. They have already 
traveled some distance along the road marked out in those documents 
and they are willing to examine in collaboration with the Chmese 
Government the whme problem of extraterritorial jurisdiction with a 
view to ascertaining what further steps in the same direction it may 
be possible to take at the present time. 

10. His Majesty’s Government would, however, observe that the pro- 
longation \jproi 7 iuLgati<yri\ of codes embodying western legal princi- 
ples represents only one portion of the task to be accomplished before 
it would be safe to abandon in their entirety the special arrangements 
which have hitherto regulated the residence of foreigners in China. 
In order that these reforms should become a living reality, it appears 
to His Majesty’s Government to be necessary that western legal princi- 


Signed September 5, 1902; William M. Malloy (ed.) Treaties, Oonve^om^, 
etc. Between the United States of America and Other Powers, 1776-1909 (Wash- 
ington. Government Printing Office, 1910), vol. i, pp. 343, 351. ^ ^ . 

“ See note No. 816, December 13, 1926, from the British Ambassador, Poretgn 

Relations, 1926, vol. i, p. 923. ^ x. a ^ -ioo^ 

See note No. 41, January 19, 1927, from the British Ambassador, %htd., 1927, 

vol. n, p. 344. 
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pies should be understood and be found acceptable by the people at 
large, no less than by their rulers, and that the courts which administer 
these laws should be free and [from] interference and dictation at the 
hands, not only of military chiefs, but, above all,®^ of groups and asso^ 
ciations who either set up arbitrary and illegal tribunals of their own 
or attempt to use the legal courts for the furtherance of political objects 
rather than for the administration of equal justice between Chinese 
and Chinese and between Chinese and foreigners. Not until these com 
ditions are fulfilled in far greater measure than appears to be the case 
today will it be practicable for British merchants to reside, trade and 
own property throughout the territories of China with the same equal- 
ity [of] freedom and safety as these privileges are accorded to Chinese 
merchants in Great Britain. Any agreement purporting to accord 
such privileges to British merchants would remain for some time to 
come a mere paper agreement to which it would be impossible to give 
effect in practice. Any attempt prematurely to accord such privileges 
would not only be no benefit to British merchants but might be fraught 
with serious political and economic dangers to the Government and 
people of China. 

11. So long as these conditions subsist there appears to be no prac- 
ticable alternative to the treaty port system that has served for nearly 
a century to reflate the intercourse between China and the British 
subjects within her domain. Some system of extraterritoriality is the 
natural corollary to the maintenance of the treaty port system ; and the 
problem as it presents itself to His Majesty’s Government at the present 
moment is to discover what further modifications in that system, be- 
yond those already made and alluded to above, it would be desirable 
and practicable to effect. 

12. His Majesty’s Government await the further proposals of the 
National Government as to the procedure now to be adopted for exam- 
ining this question, and they instruct me to assure Your Excellency 
that they will continue to maintain towards any such proposals the 
same friendly and helpful attitude to which x our Excellency has 
paid so generous a tribute in the concluding paragraph of your note 
under reply.”®® 

Atherton 


793.003/106 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ghina {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Peking, May 31, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
[Received May 31 — 7 : 48 a. m.] 
435. Following from the Minister at Nanking: 

May 30, 9 p. m. Today the Japanese Minister informed several of 
his colleagues, myself included, that he had received a confidential 
intimation from a “fairly authoritative source” in the Chinese Govern- 

" These two words erroneously inserted. 

modifications and dated August 10, 1929, was published ; 
see The Chma Year Book, 1929-30, p. 908. ^ 
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ment of its intention to declare the abolition ne^^t January 1 of all 
extraterritorial rights. The Belgian Minister said he, too, had received 
a somewhat less definite intimation from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to the same effect. 

For the Minister: 

PERKiys 


793.00a/lll 

Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[WASBUNOTOisr,] June 8, 1929. 

The British Ambassador called upon the Secretary this morning. 
He referred to the note of the Chinese Government to the Powers on 
the subject of extraterritoriality and to the draft reply which he stated 
had been prepared in Peking by Mr. MacMurray, the American Minis- 
ter, at the request of the Powers. He stated that his own Government, 
while it had considered that this reply was usefully suggestive, had 
nevertheless felt that out of respect for Chinese sensibilities the Powers 
should write similar rather than identic replies to the Chinese note 
and that therefore the British Government has had prepared a draft 
which it had communicated to its minister at Peking and which, he 
understood, had been made available to us. He asked what steps we 
had taken in the matter. 

The Secretary stated that he had seen the note drafted in Peking, 
although the information from our legation had not indicated that it 
was the draft of Mr. MacMurray alone. He said he had also read over 
the draft which the British Government had prepared and he felt that 
our attitude on the subject brought up by the Chinese Government was 
not different from that evidenced by the British Government’s note. 
He stated that he had not had an opportunity to go over the draft reply 
which was being prepared in the Department, but that he expected to 
give consideration to the question as soon as the draft was ready. He 
said he felt sure that we should not prematurely give to the Chinese 
Government information as to what would be contained in our respec- 
tive replies. He said his own opinion was that China was not in a posi- 
tion to permit of the relinquishment of extraterritorial rights. He 
said, however, that this was a matter he felt certain he should discuss 
very carefully with the President before any decision would be reached 
because he thought the President, with his own personal knowledge of 
China, would have ideas on the subject. 

The Secretary asked the British Ambassador whether the British 
Government had considered the possibility that the Chinese Govern- 
ment might denounce the extraterritorial provisions of the treaties 
without further ado and he said he understood that such a policy had 
even been threatened by the Chinese at one time. The British Am- 
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bassador stated that he did not know whether his Government had any 
policy prepared for such an event. He said he would be very glad to 
ask his Government about this matter. 

NCeLSON] T. J[ 0 HNS 035 f] 


T93.003/116 

The Minister in the Netherlands (Tobin) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1922 The BEagtte, June 11, 1929. 

[Received June 24.] 

Sir : With reference to my despatches Nos. 1901, of March [May"] 22, 
and 1909, of March [Mayl 28, 1929,®® I have the honor to report that 
the Dutch Government’s reply to the recent Chinese Note on extra- 
territoriality has been sent to Peking but has not yet been handed to 
the Chinese Government. The Note states, in conciliatory terms, 
that Holland cannot accept the Chinese demand for immediate ab- 
rogation of these rights because a reasonable protection of Dutch 
interests is still deemed necessary. 

The Dutch reply contains no concrete proposal but it points out 
that while the Netherland Government is not opposed to the eventual 
satisfaction of the Chinese aspirations, it ia not prepared to grant all 
at once and that it continues to subscribe to the findings of the Extra- 
territoriality Commission that the abandonment of such rights should 
be gradual. 

Judging from the pertinent portions of the Note which were read 
its tone, though friendly, is firm. It tends to confirm the Legation’s 
impression that the Foreign Office is not quite as sympathetic to 
China’s appeal as was the case last year. 

I have [etc.] Richard M. Tobin 


793.003/112 

McTnorcrndv/m by the A.8sistant Secretary of State (J ohnson) 

[Washington,] June 13, 1929. 

The Dutch Minister came to see me this morning. He asked whether 
there was any change in the situation regarding China. I told biori 
there was not. I said we had received a note from the Chinese asking 
us to relinquish our extraterritorial rights in China similar to the 
one which I understood his Government had received. I stated that 
we were considering our reply to this note and that we had not com- 
pleted our reply and probably would not complete it for some days. 
I told him we had received a despatch from The Hague reporting 
that the Dutch Mimster for Foreign Affairs had spoken to our Min- 

Neither printed. 

Not printed. 
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ister regarding the note and had expressed a view that the powers 
having similar views on the subject in replying to the Chinese note 
should express their views in words that were not identic. I stated 
that it was our understanding that the British also held this view and 
I thought that we would also feel this way about the matter. The Min- 
ister said he thought that this was a very wise viewpoint as it would do 
away with the old idea that the powers were merely acting in concert. 
He stated that he hoped, however, that nothing would be done to give 
up the guarantees which we now had in China as to do so at this time 
meant that we were lost. 

hr[EIiSON] T. J[ohnson] 


711.933/65 : T^egram 

The American Chamber of Commerce at Hanhow to President 

Hoover ^ 


Secanghai, June 17, 1929. 

With reference to recent Chinese request, for abolition of extra- 
territorial rights we earnestly request fullest consideration following 
views derived from past and present experiences. Chinese courts 
powerless before arbitrary action dictated by military who are sub- 
ject to no civil control. Widespread lawlessness and radicalism now 
exist and progress toward unification extremely uncertain and en- 
tirely subordinate to will of individual militarists. Under these cir- 
cumstances Chinese Government unable fulfill guarantees and while ’ 
in hearty sympathy with Chinese national aspirations we are 
strongly opposed to any definite commitment by American Govern- 
ment tending to modify at this time extraterritorial status of Amer- 
icans and American-vested interests in China. 

American Chamber of Commerce of Hankow, China 


893.00/10497 

Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) of a 
Conversation With Mr. Thomas F. Millard^ Adviser to the Chinese 
Government 

[Washington,] June 21, 1929. 
Mr. Thomas F. Millard called upon me this afternoon and stated 
that yesterday he had been to see the President and had had an op- 
portunity to say to him certain things and that the President had 
asked him whether he had seen the Secretary. Mr. Millard spoke 
up and said he had not seen the Secretary and did not expect to see 
him on this visit but that he had seen me. Mr. Millard stated that 


"Beceived in the Department on June 19, 1929. 
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the President asked him to say to the Department the things which 
he had said to the President. 

Mr. Millard stated he had endeavored to mention three points to 
-the President during the short period that he had to talk with 
him. The first one was that Nanking is and is to be the permanent 
seat of government in China. Mr. Millard stated he felt that this 
decision on the part of the Chinese was not only of benefit to them 
but also of benefit to foreigners as it brought the Government closer 
to the center of business .and the center of Chinese population where 
foreigners came in contact with the Chinese. He stated he felt 
that our Legation at Peking was isolated from Nanking and that 
arrangements should be made to move the Legation to Nanking. He 
said it was entirely possible for us to rent a house in Shanghai for 
the Minister in order to enable him to maintain contacts with 
Nanking during the period while there was a house shortage in 
Nanking as Nanking was in close contact with Shanghai by rail 
and by telephone and also as the Minister for Foreign Affairs main- 
tained a permanent establishment in Shanghai where Mr. Millard 
had an office. 

• ' ^ 

Point no. 3 was the question of treaty revision. Mr. Millard stated 
that this was a question to which we must give serious thought, that 
it was not an impending question in any sense that must necessarily 
come up within the next few weeks but that it must and would come 
up within the next few months. He said the Chinese were bending 
every effort to be ready on the first of January, 1930, to go to the 
governments and state that they had now prepared certain codes and 
they had established certain courts and that now they expected the 
powers to give up their extraterritorial rights. He said he told the 
President that in this connection there was no question of any retreat 
so far as the Chinese were concerned; that while the present govern- 
ment might be considered a moderate government, whatever govern- 
ment might succeed it must of necessity take this stand on the question 
of extraterritoriality as there was plenty of sentiment in China among 
those actively interested in such matters to force any spokesman for 
China to take this stand. He stated that there was a large radical 
element in China which was using this as a whip to beat the present 
government with; that they were constantly being charged with bow- 
ing down to the will of the foreign powers in these matters and that 
whatever our desires might be or whatever moderate desires there 
might exist among individual Chinese minds, no government could ex- 
pect to stand or carry on successfully in its work of stabilization that 
did not press this question at this time or at any future time. He said 
he felt we might just as well recognize this now as later as it was 
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something we must decide. He pointed out that we could only follow 
two paths in this matter ; one was the path of yielding to the Chi- 
nese and getting whatever credit there was to be gotten for such 
action ; the other would be to refuse to yield and to use force for the 
purpose of making our refusal good. He did not believe that we could 
or would use force in the premises and therefore felt that our only 
road could be the first. He stated that the Chinese were very anxious 
to find out some method of approaching us on this question, that they 
were very anxious to find some basis for negotiation with us as they 
felt that they could get a squarer deal on this question from us than 
from any other power because we had no territorial or political ambi- 
tions in that direction. 

Mr. Millard stated that he had given a great deal of consideration 
to this question in the past; that he believed there had been a time, 
some two or three years ago, when the Chinese might have been will- 
ing to agree to some method of gradual abandonment of ex [tr a] ter- 
ritorial privileges, but that now the Chinese would no longer agree 
to any gradual steps and that C. T, Wang, or any other foreign 
minister, could not obtain the approval of the Executive committee 
of the Government of any plan of that sort; that they w^ould demand 
and must demand immediate and unconditional surrender of extra- 
territorial rights. 

Mr. Millard stated that the above represented the substance of 
what he had said to the President; that he expected to be in Wash- 
ington at some future time but was going to New York this after- 
noon. He said his permanent address in New York was care of 
the Lambs Club. 

N[ei4SOn] T. J[ohnson] 


711.933/63 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMvirray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, June 25, 1929 — 2 p. m. , 
213. Reference your 459, June 10, 5 p. m.*^^ With care and great 
interest I have read the account of the conversation between you 
and Dr. Wang Chung-hui, Minister of Justice, particularly in view 
of the consideration being given now to the nature of our reply to 
the note on the subject of extraterritorial rights from the Chinese 
Government. 

In assuming that Dr. Wang Chung-hui’s statements lend confirma- 
tion to apprehensions regarding the difficulties enveloping American 
citizens and their interests should extraterritorial jurisdiction over 


” Not printed. 
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them be relinqtiished at the present time and, therefore, that the De- 
partment diould adopt the text you recommend in your telegram 
368, May 9, 6 p. m., or another drafted along similar lines, I desire 
to haye your telegraphic opinion concerning the form the situation 
tiien ■will take and the nature of efforts the United States should make 
dther in guiding events or in meeting them. 

I should like to have your opinion all the more because Dr. Wang 
Chimg-hui’s statements to you may he considered to be e-vidence of 
the Chinese authorities seriously contemplating the forcing of the 
extraterritorial rights issue by precipitating a crisis on the question 
no later than January 1, 1930. (I refer, in this connection, to his 
statements in your 459, paragraphs (9), (10), and (11).) By nego- 
tiating treaties with the Governments of Belgium, Italy, Denmark, 
Portugal, and Spain, which countries have accepted that date for 
conditionally relinquishing their extraterritorial rights, the Chinese 
have already prepared the way for such a step. It is even likely that* 
the Chinese may intend taking drastic steps in denouncing their trealy 
■with the United States, unless the latter voluntarily relinquishes its 
extraterritorial rights by next January. 

SmisoN 

711.933/72 : Telegram 

TJie Ministev in China* (^MacMvirTay) to the SehOTetavy of State 

[Parapiirase] 

Pekento, July 6, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 10 p. m.”] 

541. Reference your 213, June 25, 2 p. m. 

(1) I have no doubt that the Chinese do plan to force the extra- 
temtoriality issue by January 1, 1930. They are emboldened to try 
this because they are convinced that the principal powers concerned 
(namely, the United States, Great Britain, and, in lesser degree, 
France, Japan, and the Netherlands) will not be able to agree on 
common action to maintain their rights and separately will yield 
tte substance of their position in order to placate the Nationalist 
ovOTnment of China, thereby avoiding the sort of agitation which 
tte O^ese Government can bring to bear against them. Should 
the C^ese be correct in this estimate, the fact may as weU be faced 
that i^erican and other foreign interests wiU be subjected in China 
to such treatment as will tend to drive them out and also to create 
ever-mcreasing tension in relations with China. 

(2) However, should the principal powers interested be resolutely 
determined to do what they can in retaining rights they still need, 

” Telegram In two sections. 
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instead of tb,e preservation of normal politico-economic relations 
with a country which is not yet in a position, as regards the admin- 
istration of justice, to exercise the responsibilities of sovereignly, 
my firm belief is that it is quite possible for these powers successfully 
to resist the present Chinese effort to deprive them of their existing 
rights. Knowing the will of the powers is the fundamental matter 
involved, and I do not believe the Chinese would risk proceeding 
against that will if they were convinced it was shared by the four 
mentioned Governments or even by three of them, the United States, 
Great Britain, and France, with a sympathetic Japan. In fact, I 
am of the belief that the Chinese would not even try to'^ force the issue 
if it were realized beyond peradventure by them that this step would 
antagonize the United States Government and jeopardize both the 
moral support now given them and the financial support they hope 
our people will give them. . . . Therefore, I feel it is entirely feasible 
for the United States, particularly in cooperation with Great Britain, 
France, and Japan, to prevent this issue being forced upon us by 
the Chinese. 

(3) The first step to that end would be to dispatch notes along 
the lines suggested in my 368, May 9, 5 p. m. However, it is, of 
course, to be anticipated that the Chinese will doubt whether we mean 
what the notes say or whether we are merely, for the sake of the 
record, entering 'pro forma protests pending readiness to yield our 
position. For our intention to be convincing, it would be necessary 
for the United States, in regard to the concrete case of the Provi- 
sional Court at Shanghai (see my 520, June 29, noon),^^ to make 
imequivocally clear that repudiation of the 1926 rendition agreement 
would be regarded by us as restoring the status quo anie^ thus forc- 
ing the reestablishment and maintenance by us of the Mixed Court 
as it existed prior to the Provisional Court’s institution. Further, 
it would be of the utmost value if the Secretary of State should im- 
press upon the Chinese Minister that the continual presumption upon 
American goodwill and evading of obligations to the United States 
Government and people are not merely remote incidents (concerning 
which our interest is exhausted by routine representations of the 
Legation in China) but fundamentally concern our Government in 
determination of its attitude to the regime now seeking to be estab- 
lished as the Government of China. Should we make known, with 
sujBBLcient firmness and definiteness, our unwillingness to tolerate any 
further disregard of our rights, I am certain in my own mind that 
we may expect not only to avert a premature forcing of the extra- 
territoriality issue, but also to find a greater Chinese disposition to 
respect American rights in other matters. I would make one proviso, 


p. 684. 
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namely, that the manifestation of our intention should occur sootf 
enough to obviate the initiation and publicity for plans by the 
n^iTiAfift which would commit them to such an extent that a graceful 
withdrawal would not he possible. 

(4) ... 

(5) From the indications I have received from my colleagues 
representing Great Britain, France, Japan, and the Netherlands 
their Governments would appear to he disposed toward cooperation 
with the United States in making a stand upon extraterritoriality as a 
fundamental issue. My earnest hope is that the Secretary of State 
may see fit to assume the leadership and, supported by the other 
interested powers, to take a definite and prompt position in what 
seems to me to be the vital point in our China relations. 

MacMtjkrav 


793.003/122 : Telegram 

The Mmister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 9^ 1929 — 9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 11 :15 a. 

551. My 368, May 9, 5 p. m,, and second paragraph of 410, May 22, 
4 p.m. The following is the translation of the French reply to Dr. 
Wang’s note of April 27 ^® which however Count de Martel will not 
despatch as agreed upon at Nanking until all his colleagues are in a 
position to reply."^^ 

have the honor to acknowledge the receipts of the note dated the 
27th of last April in which you expressed the hope that the French 
Government would give immediate and friendly consideration to the 
desire of the Chinese Government to be enabled to exercise its juris- 
dictional authority over all residents of China. 

After having taken cognizance of this communication, which was 
the object, on its part, of careful consideration, the French Govern- 
ment has charged me to remind Your Excellency that during the 
course of the Washington Conference it gladly gave its approval to 
the resolution of December 10, 1921, by the terms of which was estab- 
lished an International Commission charged with the study of extra- 
territoriality in China. 

In its report of September 16, 1926, this Commission formulated 
recommendations the application of which would permit the powers 
to renounce extraterritoriality. 


” Telegram in three sections. 

” See note of May 2 from the Chinese Minister, p. 559. 

The note delivered to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs was dated 
August 10, 1929. Bracketed corrections based on French text transmitted to the 
Department by the Minister in China in his despatch No. 2290, August 28 ; re- 
ceived September 27 (793.003/162). 
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Taking into consideration the fact [s] revealed by the said Commis- 
sion, the French Government feels that, for the realization of condi- 
tions favorable to the abandonment of extraterritorial rights which 
its nationals enjoy by virtue of the treaty of 1858, it is indispensable 
that the Government of China proceed to the reformation of its laws, 
its judicial institutions and its method of the administration of justice 
[jiuliciaZ administration]^ in conformitj with the recommendations 
of the Commission, [ recommendations] in which the Chinese delegate 
concurred. When [_It is wTien] these reforms shall have been ejffected 
and shall actually have been put into practice [that] the rights of resi- 
dence and of the possession of immovable property and the right to 
engage in commerce throughout all China, a necessary counterpart to 
the abandonment of extraterritoriality, may constitute for French 
residents a real benefit equivalent to that enjoyed by the Chinese in 
France. 

The Government of France, animated by the sentiments of friend- 
ship which it has always manifested towards the Chinese people and 
of which it gave a further proof last year upon the occasion of the 
signing of the treaty relating to tariff autonomy does not doubt but 
that the Chinese Government will make every effort to fulfill the con- 
ditions necessary to the examination of the problem of extraterri- 
toriality. 

It is in this spirit that, faithful to its liberal traditions, it has em- 
powered me to assure you that it will continue to take an attentive 
mterest in the reforms which remain to be accomplished toward the 
Ithis] end and that it will take note of all facts capable of demonstrat- 
ing that these reforms have effectively entered into the administrative 
and judicial practice of the authorities and the population of China. 

It will not fail likewise to take advantage of occasions which present 
themselves for effective collaboration with the Chinese authorities, 
striving thereby to bring about most promptly a state of affairs which 
would permit it to mooify with the necessary guaranties the present 
juridical status of French residents in China.” 

MacMiuiray 


711.933/72 : Telegrain 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (McioMwrray') 

[Paraplirase] 

WAsmi5rGTOX, July 9, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

226. (1) I have been led to study with care your important tele- 

gram 541, July 5, 7 p. m., owing to the importance of the views and 
recommendations therein set down, and I find that there remain cer- 
tain matters about which I would like you to telegraph your views in 
greater detail. I should like, for instance, to have a somewhat clearer 
idea as to what evaded obligations you mean, before I discuss with 
the Chinese Minister the question of the Chinese presuming upon our 
good will and their evasion of obligations. 

Signed December 22, 1928 ; League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xcn, p. 267. 

323423^—43 — vol. ii— — 46 
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(2) Tour recommendation in paragraph (5) is, as I understand it, 
that this country take the leadership in organizing what •wonlil 
amount to an anti-China international bloc. Of course, such a step 
would involve my substituting for the independent policy followed 
hitherto, a policy of international cooperation. This is of such mo- 
ment that I would appreciate, before a decision is made in the mat- 
ter, having your views regarding the very obvious dangers which are 
involved, such as the certain defection, when its national interests can 
be better served by some other policy, of any member of the 
group, in which event, the United States would be left isolated; and 
also the undoubted probability that such a reversal of policy would 
mean losing the country’s support, which the Coolidge administration 
had for its independent China policy. I feel that this Government 
would be justified to take such risks only in facing some supreme 
emergency. Although I have not failed in noting your belief that, 
unless there is adopted such a policy of international cooperation led 
by the United States, “the fact may as well be faced that American 
and other foreign interests will be subjected in China to such treat- 
ment as will tend to drive them out and also to create ever-increasing 
tension in relations with China,” this is so contrary to the beliefs and 
the information current here that I am anxious to have your reasons 
in some detail for holding this view. 

(3) The very fact that you condition the success of international 
joint action upon its being taken soon enough in order to forestall the 
Chinese in initiating and publishing plans which would commit them 
so far that their withdrawal without loss of face would be impossible, 
raises the question as to whether the hour may perhaps have already 
passed when anything can be accomplished by the powers through 
such means as suggested by you. As evidence that the Chinese Gov- 
ernment would seem to have gone far in making its plans and in 
announcing them, it may be recalled that the American press some 
time ago reported a public statement, said to have been made by 
President Chiang Kai-shek, guaranteeing that the National Govern- 
ment would do away by January 1, 1930, with the extraterritorial 
privileges of foreign countries. The treaties I cited in my telegram 
213, June 25, 2 p. m., clearly seem to be based on some such plan. 
The statement which Minister of Justice Wang Chung-hui made to 
you (see your telegram 459, June 10, 5 p. m.),^® and which he publicly 
repeated the other day to press representatives in New York, would 
seem to confirm this view, as do also the Chinese demands on the 
British, as reported in your telegram 510, June 26, noon.®® 

Stimsox 

” Not printed, 
p. 823. 
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T93.003/105 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Amhassador in Great Britain {Dafvoes) 

[Faraplirasel 

WASHmoTON, July 10, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

172. Reference your 129, May 27, noon. The pressure which the Na- 
tional Govei^nment of China is bringing upon the powers on the ques- 
tion of extraterritoriality is receiving my very careful and anxious 
attention. From evidence available to me it seems clear that the recom- 
mendations made and reported in 1926 by the Commission on Extra- 
territoriality sent to China in 1925, have not been put into effect by 
the Chinese. Particularly I refer to the reforUis which that Com- 
mission deemed to be necessary in the Chinese administration of jus- 
tice prior to the relinquishment of consular courts. The assumption 
might be warranted from these circumstances that acceding at this 
time to Chinese pressure would jeopardize the interests of foreigners 
who reside and do business in China and that endeavoring to hold 
back and persuade the Chinese to adopt a plan for gradually relin- 
quishing extraterritorial rights would be the better policy. From such 
information as I have from France and other powers concerned, it is 
indicated that they are of this opinion. 

However, the National Government and leaders connected there- 
with apparently are preparing for denunciation of the treaties which 
contain extraterritorial provisions, or, at least, for bringing on a 
crisis not later than January 1, 1930, as regards extraterritoriality, 
thereby precipitating a situation making such a better policy possibly 
doubtful of accomplishment. 

The British draft reply to the Chinese note of April 27 on extra- 
territoriality was communicated to me in your 129, May 27, noon; 
and I have very carefully studied the draft replies to China as pre- 
pared by Great Britain and France. The Legation in China has in- 
formed the Department that the British Minister, acting on instruc- 
tions from his Government, during a recent visit in Nanking presented 
to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs a draft commercial treaty 
which studiously omitted all clauses in any way touching upon extra- 
territoriality, but that on its side the Chinese Government had pre- 
pared a draft which contained provisions concerning British abandon- 
ment of extraterritorial rights. Having requested instructions, Sir 
Miles Lampson was informed by the British Government that the 
Chinese proposals were so sweeping that it would not be possible to 
formulate oAer instructions prior to the Minister’s return to Peking. 
Negotiations with the Chinese had therefore been suspended. 
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Since tlie recent change in the British Government may involve ^ ^ 
change in the China policy of Great Britain, I wish you to make diS. 
creet inquiries and to give me your opinion concerning this matter, 
specifically as regards the extraterritoriality question. In the in- 
quiries which you make, I do not object to your use of information 
from me as given above, but I would wish you to avoid implying in 
any way that the United States Government desires to invite the Brit- 
ish Government’s support for* any particular policy. 

Stqisok 

793.003/125 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Great BritoSm, {Daiwes) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

^ London, July 15, 1929 — 6 p. bj. 

[Received July 15 — 2:40 p.m.] 

191. Reference the Embassy’s despatch No. 69, July 8,®^ due to readi 
the Department July 16. Its enclosure 3 contains an important state- 
ment by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on China.*® White 
discussing this statement today in connection with the Department’s 
172, July 10, 5 p. m., the Foreign Office stated that the proposed com- 
mercial titeaty had been drafted last winter in an attempt to embody 
in the form of a treaty all the problems which relate solely to China 
and Great Britain, in the hope that thereby Anglo-Chinese trade re- 
lations would be improved; hence the international question of extra- 
territoriality was not mentioned in this proposed draft. In reply to 
the proposed commercial treaty, the Chinese submitted the draft of a 
text which evidently was based on the 1926 Austro-Chinese treaty.®* 
As yet, however, no date has been set for the tributary conference 
which the Foreign Secretary mentioned in his remarks. The Foreign 
Office states that Sir Miles Lampson also discussed the subject of extra- 
territorial rights and, referring to the four points Dr. Wang raised, 
said that the British attitude remained unchanged on the subject and 
was based on the recommendations in the 1926 report of the Extra- 
territoriality Commission. 

After further discussion I shall again telegraph a report. 

Dawes 

“ Not printed. 

“ See Great Britain, Parliamentary Debates, 6th series, vol. 229, pp. 411 ft 
See treaty of commerce signed at Vienna on October 19, 1925 ; League of Na- 
tions Treaty Series, vol. lv. p. 9. 
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711.933/76 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaeMurray) to the Secretaary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

• Peking, July 15, 1929 — 7 p. 

[Eeceived July 16 — 5 : 34 p. m.] 

573. For the Secretary of State : Reference your 226, July 9, 5 p. m. 

(1) Reference your paragraph (1). What follows here relates to 
the events and conditions of the last 4 years only, with no differen- 
tiation between the various regimes which were established in Peking 
and the Nationalist regime which is now established in Nanking, be- 
cause the objectives pursued by these regimes and (to an extent greater' 
than is commonly realized) the personnel actually dealing with for- 
eign relations have coincided to a large degree, the difference between 
the two groups having been chiefly one of degree instead of kind. 

In regard to the so-called “unequal treaties” which China has claimed 
were forced upon it in the period of subjection, the principle of action 
which has prevailed is that no obligation binds China if it is found to 
be irksome. Not only have political agitator's proclaimed this prin- 
ciple, but even the more well-disposed and sober political leaders have 
accepted it as axiomatic. The clearest examples of its application 
are, perhaps, in the case of matters concerning the Customs. Some two 
years ago, admittedly in violation of treaties and despite protests, 
the so-called 2% percent interim surtax was put into force. When the 
treaty powers, other than J apan, had acquiesced, the Chinese author- 
ities ignored their* correlative undertaking that likin would be done 
away with. Again, after various powers, including the United States, 
had concluded tariff treaties, in which the treaty restrictions upon 
China’s tariff autonomy were relinquished as from a given date, the 
Chinese authorities availed themselves, prior to the coming into effect 
of the United States and various of the other treaties, of this renuncia- 
tion. Furthermore, in subsequent negotiations it was disclosed by 
others that the Chinese had adopted and were endeavoring to give 
effect, in the case of other powers, to a construction of the text of the 
American treaty which would largely have nullified the non-discrim- 
inatory treatment principle.®® 

(2) Not only in regard to treaties allegedly concluded under duress, 
but also in regard to treaties to which China at the Washington Con- 
ference was a voluntary and even a solicitous party, the Chinese have 
adopted and have acted upon the view that China would be bound 
only by provisions which were deemed to be favorable to Chinese 

“ Completed July 16, 1929, at 4 p.m. 

“See pp. 773 
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interests. A direct statement to this effect was made to me by Dr. C. T: 
Wang, now Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the eve of the Special 
Tariff Conference in 1925 at Peking when he was chairman of the 
Chinese delegation. An attentive examination of the Washington 
Conference treaties and resolutions reveals that hardly an obligation 
therein assumed by China has not been evaded, ignored, or repudiated. 
Related closely to the question of the Washington Conference treaties 
is the question of the Federal Telegraph contract ; by an understanding 
between the then Chinese Minister Sze and the then Secretary of State 
Hughes this had been made a test case of the open-door policy. My 
personal efforts to have this contract carried out during the autumn 
of 1925 merely resulted in an exchange of notes which professed to 
pave the way for action, but the Chinese refused thereafter to take 
it. . . . 

(3) When, going behind the terms of the treaties, the American 
oil and tobacco companies had drawn up definite contracts with the 
Ministry of Finance, by which the companies, by paying fixed special 
taxes, would commute other taxation upon their respective products, 
they were shortly told by the Finance Ministry that it was in need of 
more funds, that the trade could stand it, and that, therefore, the 
contracts would have to be replaced by new contracts which would 
greatly increase the special taxes. Only an insignificant fraction of 
the very considerable financial obligations of the Chinese Government 
to Americans has been or is being paid, even as to interest. Transfers 
of provincial revenues have not met the defaults in payment of the 
Hukuang loan, as stipulated by article 9 of the loan contract, and 
despite protests various other loans, in disregard of the apparently 
clear equity which the Hukuang loan contract establishes, have been 
made first charges on the increase in Customs revenues. The Chicago 
bank and the Pacific Development Company loans continue completely 
in default, and the refusal to put their provisions for security into 
effect continues. Unpaid and ignored are the large accounts to supply 
railways and other government services with American equipment; 
and in cases such as the car-accounting agreement on the Peking-Sui- 
yuan Railway the carrying into effect of definite arrangements to liqui- 
date the accounts has not been permitted by the authorities. Americans 
who were employed as technical experts and advisers under contract 
by the regimes which preceded establishment of the Nanking Govern- 
ment, not only are unpaid but cannot obtain a clarification of their 
status by having their resignations accepted. 

(4) The greatest difficulty is constantly met in inducing the Gov- 
ernment in China to take an adequate view of their obligations under 
International law to afford the usual protection to the persons aiid 

Dated October 6, 8, 192S; see Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. i, pp. 930-932. 
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property of resident aliens. In the Department files are numerous 
claims arising from torts for which Chinese Government agents have 
been held responsible; and for years the Chinese Government has 
evinced toward such claims either little or no interest providing ade- 
quate compensation, 

(5) Even in a matter such as the gift to China by the United States 
in the shape of the indemnity remission of 1924,®^ a diversion of the 
funds from the agreed object was attempted and unquestionably would 
have been carried through had the United States not been in a position 
to retain the installments when due. 

(6) Some of the principal evasions of general obligations are cited 
above. The individual evasions by provincial and local officials in 
China of particular responsibilities are so numerous and occur so 
constantly that it would be idle in a telegram of this character to 
attempt recapitulating or describing what may, in fact, be said to 
constitute the daily routine in China of every diplomatic and consular 
official; namely, the effort to induce the Chinese authorities even 
moderately to carry out their express agreements or in other circum- 
stances to do simple equity. 

(7) Reference your paragraph (2) . According to my understand- 
ing, the acts of the Washington Conference were intended to establish 
among the interested nations, including China, the principle of co- 
operation in working out the problems arising from China’s particu- 
lar conditions; they took cognizance of existing treaties as essential 
elements in said conditions, and provided, in the case of extraterritori- 
ality, for means which might make possible an orderly and legal 
adaptation to improved conditions such as China might succeed in 
bringing about. If China, which sought eagerly the establishment of 
these arrangements, were now to withdraw from the afforded interna- 
tional cooperation, repudiate the arrangement to deal with extrater- 
ritoriality, and deify the powers which have not yielded such rights, 
it is rather China electing to place itself in opposition to the powers 
having common interests in this regard and not we who are organiz- 
ing an international bloc against China. 

(8) The Coolidge administration’s independent policy in China I 
have hitherto persisted in and tried to carry out, on the assumption 
that it, like its predecessor, still recognized international cooperation 
concerning Chinese affairs as a desideratum, while liberty of action 
was reserved to it in those cases in which American interests and 
policies might be found irreconcilable with those of other nations; 
but, as I understand it, it has not placed the United States xmder 
any necessity to pursue a different course from that of other gov- 
ernments. Therefore, I should not have inferred, from either the 

” See ibid., 1924» vol. i, pp. 551 ff., and ibid., 1925, vol. i, pp. 935 ff. 
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instructions heretofore sent me or my actual experience in the lassf 
four years, that the fact of cooperation by the United States with 
other nations in protecting common interests or in preserving idenl 
tical rights would have involved any reversal of policy. 

(9) Regarding the danger of any nation thus associated with the 

Unit^ States dropping out, my own view is that the danger of the 
United States being “let down” by the most vitally affected nations 
would be negligible in proportion to the definite understanding of 
the objective of American cooperation. ... < 

(10) As to the tendencies of American public opinion, I am, of 
course, not competent to advise. However, may I offer the query 
whether the knowledge that the Hoover administration proposes reso- 
lutely to discountenance the forcing upon the United States by 
China of an issue involving the flagrant and open repudiation of 
treaty obligations would jeopardize the support by home opinion of 
the administration’s policy. Further it may be asked whether in 
that case any danger of immediate popular reaction compares with 
what seems to me to be the certainty that, if Chinese-American rela- 
tions continue taking the course indicated now by China’s present 
political leaders, American public opinion will suffer within a few 
years such disillusionment and violent revulsion of feeling as were 
characteristic of J apanese- American relations in the period immedi*- 
ately after the Russo-Japanese War. 

(11) Even if the risks of betrayal by the associates of the United 
States and of alienation from its China policy of home opinion were 
as great as feared, still I should urge that the proposed denunci- 
ation of extraterritoriality by China threatens so vital an emergency 
as to justify the United States in taking such risks. . . . 

(12) It is not easy to make a detailed statement of the reasons for 
believing that American and other foreign interests, in such a con- 
tingency as is contemplated, would tend to be driven out of China. 
This is sensed in the temper and attitude among the Chinese, even 
of one’s personal friends, and is also apparent in incidents, in them- 
selves trivial, which constantly recur and convey in their total the 
inevitable impression that a desire is widespread and easily aroused to 
humiliate and be rid of foreigners as such. Confirmed indirectly by 
the occasional comments of officials, the most far-reaching and sig- 
nificant was that of Dr. Wang Chung- hui, Minister of Justice, as 
reported in my 459, June 10, 5 p. m.®® I believe this conviction pre- 
vails generally among the best-informed Americans resident in China. 
While it has been expressed more freely by members of the business 
community, even among missionary institutions officially proclaim- 
ing their hope that adaptation to new conditions will succeed, there 


Not printed. 
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is, I have reason to believe, a very impressive proportion of local 
workers who are skeptical, if they are not indeed persuaded that 
they are now gallantly fighting for a lost cause. The results of past 
developments appear in the very considerable personnel reductions 
and retrenchments adopted by both business and missionary organiza- 
tions which maintain fixed staffs in China and, more generally, in 
the evident diminution during the last three years of American resi- 
dents. Although at Shanghai, it is true, there is a considerable influx 
of new individuals and firms which have arrived in the hope that 
relations may be established with what is understood to be a new 
order here, with a sound economic and political basis, the fact re- 
mains that there has been, on the whole, a conspicuous exodus of 
Americans from all other ports and from the interior, many of whom 
have informed me that they were departing from China because of 
the feeling that the Chinese were making it more and more impossible 
for them and other foreigners to live here. 

(13) In the absence of extraterritoriality, it seems to me that the 
expected intensified harassment of foreigners and their interests 
would lead inevitably to a year-after-year embitterjnent of relations. 
The contention that a premature concession on the part of the United 
States would ease the situation is, in my opinion, entirely without 
foundation. No one who is familiar with Chinese temperament and 
traditions can suppose that any yielding on an issue will dissuade 
the Chinese from raising further issues. In 1908 the United States 
remitted a portion of the Boxer indemnity; the Chinese then asked 
remission of the remainder, this being agreed to in 1924; and now 
the fact of such remission of the American indemnity is made the 
basis of their claim that the United States has abandoned all its 
rights under the Boxer Protocol of 1901®® and ought to be forced to 
recognize the latter as obsolete. At the Washington Conference the 
United States agreed to an increased Chinese customs tariff, follow- 
ing abolition of likin, but the Chinese thereupon demanded that com- 
plete tariff autonomy be given in exchange for likin abolition; the 
United States accepted the principle of , Chinese tariff autonomy 
subject to likin abolition and the funding of China’s unsecured debts, 
then waived its insistence on the latter condition during the Peking 
Conference; the Chinese, however, insisted that tariff autonomy be 
granted without any condition whatsoever; the United States signed 
a treaty granting China tariff autonomy without condition, although 
on the understanding that American trade should not be discrimi- 
nated against ; and the Chinese then tried to pare down the meaning 
of the nondiscrimination clause in the treaty. In negotiations by 

Signed at Peking on September 7, 1901, Foreign Relations, 1901, appendix 
(Affairs Jn China), p. 312. 
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the United States or by other powers with the Chinese, every exam, 
pie I know evidences similarly that the Chinese make a new demand 
on the basis of each demand already granted. It is possible for the 
United States either to contend for any given right or else to abandon 
the same; but it would be deceiving ourselves to assume that we 
would gain any assurance of better treatment for American citizens 
in other respects by giving up any right. 

(14) Reference your paragraph (3). Announcements that the 
Nanking Government intends to abolish extraterritoriality on Jam 
uary 1 have become increasingly frequent; on July 12 one was made 
in Peking by the Minister for Foreign Affairs in an interview given 
representatives of the native and foreign press. So far as I am 
aware, however, all these statements have been made orally; and, 
judging from my experience of the adroitness with which Chinese 
gracefully retire from a difficult position, I am inclined to regard 
these statements still as in the nature of daZlons d^essai rather than 
of binding pronouncements. It is not too late, I believe, to avert a 
forcing of the issue (as was recommended in my 541, July 5, Y p. m.), 
but the possibility of doing this or of avoiding friction by so doing 
will decrease rapidly, as such statements become both more frequent 
and more confident, 

MaoMtjkbat 


793.003/130 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {Mcu^Murra/^) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 15, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received July 17 — 9 : 40 a. m 

574. Referring to my telegram No. 410, May 22, 4 p. m., and my No. 
551, July 9, 9 p. m. la. m.] 

1. The following is the substantive portion of the Netherlands 
Minister’s draft reply to the note of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on extraterritoriality dated April 27th.®2 

“Her Majesty’s Government has given this request its most care- 
ful consideration, and now instructs me to inform Your Excellency 
that, in the same way as it was happy to join the other powers in 
bringing about the resolution adopted on tlie 10th December, 1921 
Washington Conference on the Limitation of Armament, 
which placed on record its systematic Isympathetic^ disposition to- 
wards China’s aspiration, it will be pleased to cooperate with these 
povsrers and with China for the realization and fulfillment of China’s 
desire with regard to the question of jurisdiction. 

Telegram in three sections. 

The note delivered to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs was dated 
August 10, 1929. 

See note of May 2 from the Chinese Minister, p. 569. 
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It may here be recalled that with this end in view her Majesty’s 
Government wholeheartedly participated in the work of the Inter- 
national Commission which was instituted as a result of the above- 
mentioned resolution and which drew up a number of valuable rec- 
ommendations for the benefit of the Chinese Government. 

It cannot be gainsaid that there exists a close relationship between 
the internal situation of China and the OTarantees which the laws 
and their administration in the whole of China offered to foreign 
rights and interests on the one hand and the measure of progress 
which it will be possible to make on the road to abolition of the 
special arrangement [s] now in force with regard to foreigners on 
the other. The possibility for Netherlands subjects to enjoy liberty 
of trade, of residence and of the exercise of civil rights, including 
that of owning property throughout the whole of Cmina, is in the 
same way closely connected with the degree of security existing 
in the interior of the country and with the safeguards which the 
Chinese judicial institutions offer with a view to their independence 
and their immunity from interference by military and political 
authorities. 

In conclusion I am desired by Her Majesty’s Government to assure 
Your Excellency that its sympathetic attitude towards China with 
regard to the above questions remains unchanged and that therefore 
when the introduction and the effective acceptance by the country of 
modem institutions guaranteeing the administration of just laws by 
an independent and tmassailable judiciary will have rendered useful 
reforms possible in the matter of jurisdiction over Netherlands 
nationals, it will be found ready to act in unison with the govern- 
ments of the powers who were represented at the Conference of 
Washington with the object of examining the possibility of meet- 
ing the aspiration to which the Chinese delegation at the said Con- 
ference gave expression and which is reiterated in Your Excellency’s 
note under reply.” 

3. The British, French and Netherlands legations are still holding 
their replies in the hope of its proving possible to dispatch [them] 
simultaneously with ours. 

MaoMxjkeat 


793.003/128 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Great Britain (J)awes) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

London, July 16, 1929 — 5 p- m. 

[Eeceived 6 : 66 p. m.] 

196. Reference the Embassy’s 192, July 16, 11 a. m., and 191, 
July 15, 6 p. m. This morning the Foreign Office confirmed the fact 
that the Shanghai negotiations had begun July 6 and added that 
the Ministers of Great Britain, Japan, and the United States in 
Peking also were discussing extraterritoriality. 


Not printed. 
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The Counselor of Embassy this morning saw Wellesley of the 
eign Office and was told definitely that the present British Govern; 
ment is so concerned with various important questions that it lam 
no time for consideration of China policy; Wellesley is personally 
satisfied that there will not be any deviation from the Baldwins 
Govermnent’s general policy. He said he had conversed recently wifii 
the Japanese Ambassador Matsudaira regarding what appears to he 
a difference in Anglo- Japanese proposals on extraterritoriality; and 
Atherton gathered that the immediate policies of Great Britain and 
Japan in China are based actually on trade extension possibilities. 
Japanese policy on extraterritoriality, as outlined by Wellesley, en-r 
visages shortly a soothing statement to the Chinese, intimating that, 
if there is eveii an ^‘academic” fulfillment of the recommendations 
made in 1926 by the Extraterritoriality Commission, J apan will he 
willing to contemplate taking steps to waive its extraterritorial 
rights. The British, he said, felt, on the other hand, that any men- 
tion of the Commission on Extraterritoriality was anathema to the 
Chinese, and instead favored stating to the Chinese Government that, 
if China advances any confirmed evidence of improved conditions 
warranting a gradual abolition of extraterritoriality, the British 
would be sympathetic. He stated that both the British and the 
Japanese envisage the resumption by their nationals of life and trade 
in the interior of China, but the Japanese can exist there under con- 
ditions which are impossible for Europeans. Consequently, the 
British cannot contemplate surrendering extraterritoriality so soon 
as do the Japanese. Wellesley is anxious lest a situation develop in 
which foreigners might penetrate China in competition for trade 
privileges, and, without any proper administration of justice, outrages 
might occur, and this might lead to hostile gestures by certain gov- 
ernments toward the Chinese Government in order to obtain satis- 
faction for the insults to their nationals. 

Dawes 


793.003/129 : Telegram 

The Amiassador in Great Britain (^Dawes) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Loimoisr, July 17, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received July 17 — 8:55 a. na.] 
196. Yesterday, in an informal meeting with the British Foreign 
Secretary, I asked Henderson for an expression of his China policy, 
particularly in regard to extraterritoriality. At present, he said, 
the Labor Government had no change of policy in mind. He added, 
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however, that the Chinese situation was in a state of such flux that 
the possibility must be borne in mind of new considerations arising 
and modifying the present attitude of Great Britain. Except for 
this statement, there was nothing he said to contravene in any way 
the Embassy’s previous two telegrams. 

Dawes 


793.003/133J 

Memorcmdum hy the AssiMant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] July 18, 1929. 

The Japanese Ambassador, in the course of a conversation today, 
asked how the situation was with regard to our reply to the Chinese 
note on extraterritoriality. I told him that no decision had been 
reached and the matter was still under consideration. 

The Japanese Ambassador stated that he understood that the 
J apanese Minister in China was keeping Mr. MacMurray informed 
oii^the plans of the Japanese Government. I said I understood that 
to be so and that it was also my understanding that the Japanese 
Government was apparently willing to make some concessions with 
regard to extraterritoriality, at least in Manchuria, in the negotia- 
tions now proceeding. The Ambassador assented to this and said 
that of course the crux of the situation in the Chinese negotiations 
lay in the question of China’s willingness to open China to for- 
eigners, if extraterritorial rights were given up. I asked him if the 
Japanese Government had received any reaction from the Chinese 
Government on this question. He said they had not as the matter 
had not been broached, but he said he was quite certain that the 
Chinese would be very reluctant to make a concession in this matter. 
He recalled the difficulties attendant upon the giving up of extra- 
territorial rights in Japan when loud protestations had been received 
from Japanese people and Japanese statesmen against the opening 
of Japan to foreign residents and trade and the giving up of extra- 
territorial rights. He said he felt quite certain a similar outburst 
would take place in China. He said, however, his Government 
would naturally insist upon this. He referred to the memorandum 
which Secretary Kellogg had handed to him^^ on the subject of 
extraterritorial privileges in China and stated that of course Japan 
understood quite well the American point of view and his belief 
that we would doubtless not change from that outlined in the memo- 
randum. I told him I had no reason to believe we had changed our 
point of view. 


^ Ante, p. 549. 
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The Ambassador said his Government understood that the 
Government was very much averse to making any definite re 
to the recommendations of the Extraterritorial Commission in % 
British reply to the Chinese note as the British believed that tfe 
Chinese were very sensitive on this subject and objected to the rec^ 
ommendations of the Extraterritorial Commission. He said his 
Government felt we had nothing to be ashamed of in that report. 
He pointed out that the Chinese had participated in the workmgs of 
the Commission and the Chinese Commissioners had signed the rec- 
ommendations without reservation. He said, however, he had no 
doubt that the Chinese were sensitive about this matter and that 
Wang Chung Hui, who was the Chinese Commissioner, would be 
very glad to forget the recommendations. He said that the Japanese 
Government believed there should be some gradual relinquishment 
of extraterritorial rights. 

N[elson-] T. JCohnson] 


7X1.933/82 


Merrwrandmri hy the Secretary of State 


[WASHiasroTON-,] July 23, 1929. 

The British Ambassador called and said that his Government 
had sent him a long telegram about a conference between Sir Miles 
Lampson, Mr. MacMurray and the Japanese Minister in China 
which took place on the 12th of July. They are very much troubled 
over the fear that China will unilaterally denounce the extrater- 
ritoriality treaties. As a result of their telegram which they have 
transmitted to Sir Esme Howard they want to ask me three 
questions: 

1. How soon can our reply to China on extraterritoriality be sent 
in? 

2. Is its nature similar with that of the other five powers ? 

3. What are our plans in case China denounces the treaty 
unilaterally? 

They think that these six notes should be sent in as promptly as 
possible and that they should be alike in tenor. I reminded the 
Ambassador that I had already told him that I believed in sending 
in the notes simultaneously and that ours would be substantially 
similar to theirs and that I would get it finished as quickly as pos- 
sible. I told him the draft was already before me and that unless 
I changed it it would be generally similar to theirs. If I did change 
it I would let him know. 
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711.933/84 

Memorandmm hy the Secretary of State 

[Washington,] July 29, 1929. 

The French Ambassador called and handed to me the enclosed 
memorandum on the subject of extraterritoriality. I told him that 
I was hard at work on my reply in regard to extraterritoriality and 
expected to have it finished in two or three days and that I would 
let him know. His memorandum reads as follows : 

“The Counselor of the Japanese Embassy in Paris informed the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on July 25th., that the Japanese Gov- 
ernment was dissatisfied by the supposed intention of the Chinese 
Government to proceed by unilateral act to the pure and simple 
abolition of Treaties before Januarv 1st, 1930. He asked whether, 
in those conditions, it would not be better, for the interested powers, 
to send a special identical note to the Chinese Government explain- 
ing the reasons against such procedure. 

“It was replied to the Japanese diplomat that the French Gov- 
ernment thinks that an answer upon the basis of the recommenda- 
tions made in 1926 should be given as soon as possible by the Gov- 
ernments which received the Qiinese note of April 1927 \_April 27'\ 
concerning extraterritoriality. 

“The French Government would see only advantages in sending 
a note signed by the principal interested powers. Such a note would 
make known tne emotion created by some Chinese declarations in 
favor of the unilateral abrogation of Treaties, 

“Such a note would also call the attention of the Nanking Govern- 
ment upon the duties imposed to China as well as to all civilized 
powers, not to trv to settle by force questions of right, especially 
problems of a dennite juridical character dealing with a statute of 
persons and properties. 

“Such an identical note would meet with the approval of the 
French Government which is ready to give instructions to the French 
Minister in China to come to an agreement with his colleagues for 
the settlement of the question. , 

“The French Government would be pleased if the American Gov- 
ernment would take a similar step. 

“Furthermore, an identical note by the main powers would, in the 
opinion of the French Government, moderate activities of the nation- 
alists who would be disposed to employ force in order to bring to an 
end Treaties of extraterritoriality. 

“The note might also make easier the task of those of the Chinese 
political men who are willing to see the question settled by le^l 
means. 

“Washington, July 29th, 1929.” 
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711.933/48 : Telegram 

■■ 'i-f:- 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMit/rray) 

• Washington, August 1, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

254. Your 368, May 9, 5 p. m. I desire that you submit to the 
colleagues who cooperated with you, for their confidential considers 
tion, the following draft of a reply to the Chinese Government’s note 
of April 27. This draft appears to meet the various requiremoBts 
from the viewpoint of the United States more satisfactorily than tlni 
submitted in your telegram. The Department understands feom 
London’s 129, May 27, noon, that the British Government is of the 
opinion that identic notes should be avoided in view of Chinese 
susceptibilities, an opinion in which the Department concurs. The 
Department believes therefore that in discussing the matter with 
your colleagues you should state that your Government is inclined 
to make this the text of its reply and would be prepared to forward 
it to the Chinese Government simultaneously with the forwarding of 
replies in similar tenor by the representatives of the other Govern- 
ments concerned if a time can be agreed upon. The Department 
believes that early action is desirable. For convenience of reference, 
the paragraphs in the text herewith are numbered. 

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Chinese 
Government’s note of April 27 in which there are expressed the 
desire that the United States should relinquish the further exercise 
of extraterritorial jurisdiction over its citizens in China and the hope 
that the American Government will take this desire into immediate 
and ^mpathetic consideration, 

2. I am directed by my Government to state that it is prepared to 
give sympathetic consideration to the desires expressed by the Chinese 
Government, giving at the same time, as it must, due consideration 
^ the responsibilities which rest upon the Government of the United 
States in connection with the problem of jurisdiction over the persons 
and property of American citizens in China. My Government has in 
fact for some time past given constant and sympathetic consideration 
to the national aspirations of the people of China and it has repeat- 

concrete evidence of its desire to promote the realization 
o± those aspirations in so far as action of the United States may 
that result. As long ago as the year 1903, in Article 15 
o± the Treaty concluded in that year between the United States and 
China, the Anaerican Government agreed that it would be prepared 
m relinquish the jurisdiction which it exercised over its nationals in 
China when satisfied that the state of the Chinese laws, the arrange- 
ments f oy their administration, and other considerations warrant it 
in so doing. As recently as last year, the American Government 
gave very definite evidence of its desire to promote the realization of 
China s aspirations by concluding with the Government of China 
n July 25, 1928, a treaty by which the two countries agreed to the 
cancellation of provisions in earlier treaties whereby Chma’s author- 
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ity in reference to customs duties on goods imported into China by 
American nationals had been restricted. 

3. The exercise by the United States of jurisdiction over its cit^ens 
in China had its genesis in an early agreement that, because of differ- 
ences between the customs of the two countries and peoples and differ- 
ences between their judicial systems, it would be wise to place upon 
the American Government the duty of extending to American nation- 
als in China the restraints and the benefits of the system of jurispru- 
dence to which they and their fellow nationals were accustomed in 
the United States. 

4. My Government deems it proper at this point to remind the 
Government of China that this system of American jurisdiction, as 
administered by the extraterritorial courts, has never been extended 
by the United States beyond the purposes to which it was by the 
treaties originally limitea. Those purposes were the lawful control 
and protection of the persons and property of American citizens 
who have established themselves in China in good faith, in accord- 
ance with the terms of the treaties and with the knowledge and 
consent of China, in the normal development of the commercial and 
cultural relations between the two countries. The United States 
has never sought to extend its sovereignty over any portion of the 
territory of China. 

5. Under the provisions of the Treaty of 1844®® and other agree- 
ments concluded thereafter which established that system, American 
citizens have lived and have carried on their legitimate enterprises 
in China with benefit both to the Chinese and to themselves. They 
have engaged extensively in cultural and in commercial enterprises 
involving large sums of money and extensive properties, and, as your 
Government has so graciously indicated in tne note under acknowl- 
edgement, there has grown up and existed between the peoples and 
the governments of the two countries a friendship that has endured. 
The American Government believes that this condition of affairs has 
been due in large part to the manner in which the relations between 
the two peoples have been regulated under the provisions of these 
agreements the existence of which has assured to the lives and prop- 
erty of American citizens in China the security so necessary to their 
growth and development. 

6. For the safety of life and property, the development and con- 
tinuance of legitimate and beneficial business depend in the last resort, 
in China as elsewhere, upon the certainty of protection from injury or 
confiscation, by a system of known law consistently interpreted and 
faithfully enforced by an independent judiciary. Where such pro- 
tection fails, the life and liberty of the individual become subject 
to the constant threat of unlawful attack while his property suffers 
the ever-present danger of confiscation in whole or in part through 
arbitrary administrative action. To exchange an a^ured and tried 
system of administration of justice, under which it is acknowledged 
that life and property have been protected and commerce has grown 
and prospered, for uncertainties in the absence of an adequate body 
of law and of an experienced and independent judiciary would be 
fraught with danger in both of the foregoing respects. 


•“Miller, Treaties, vol. 4, p. 559. 
323423 — i3 — ^vol. li 4T 
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7. My Government has instructed me to say that the statement of 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of China, telegraphed to the Press 
of the United States on July 26, to the effect that “all foreign interests 
in China purely for legitimate purposes will be duly respected,” has 
been noted by it with pleasure as indicating that the Government of 
China has not failed to appreciate the value to its foreign relations of 
the factors above-mentioned. My Government bids me add that 
it is therefore persuaded that the Government of China will concur in 
its belief, based as it is upon the facts set forth in succeeding para- 
graphs, that the sudden abolition of the system of protection by its 
extraterritorial courts in the face of conditions prevailing in China 
today would in effect expose the property of American citizens to 
danger of unlawful seizure and place in jeopardy the liberty of the 
persons of American citizens. 

8. The Chinese Government has on several occasions during recent 
years expressed the desire that the Powers relinquish the exercise of 
extraterritorial jurisdiction over their citizens. In the note under 
acknowledgment reference is made to the position taken at the 
Washington Conference. It will be recalled that in pursuance of the 
Eesolution adopted at that Conference, there was created a commission 
to inquire into the present practice of extraterritorial jurisdiction in 
China and into the laws and the judicial system and the methods of 
judicial administration of China, and that, under date of September 
16, 1926, that commission made its report. This report contained 
an account of the conditions then prevailing in the judicial system 
of China as well as a number of recommendations carefully suggested 
as indicating the changes and improvements which would be necessary 
before there would be adequately developed a system of known law 
and an independent judiciary capable of justly controlling and pro- 
tecting the lives and property of the citizens of foreign countries 
doing business in China. Your Government will recall that the Com- 
mission on Extraterritoriality which made these recommendations was 
composed of representatives from thirteen countries including both 
China and the United States, and that its recommendations, thought- 
fully and reasonably conceived, were unanimously adopted and were 
signed by all of the Commissioners. 

9. Because of its friendship for the Chinese people and its desire, 
to which allusion has been already made, to relinquish as soon as 
possible, extraterritorial jurisdiction over its own citizens in China, 
my Government has followed with attentive consideration this entire 
subject including particularly the progress which has been made in 
carrying out its recommendations since the rendition of this report. 
It fully appreciates the efforts which are being made in China to 
assimilate those western juridical principles to which your Govern- 
ment has referred in its note. But it would be lacking in sincerity 
and candor, as well as disregardful of its obligations towards its own 
nationals, if it did not frankly point out that the recommendations 
aforesaid have not been substantially carried out, and that there does 
not exist in China today a system of independent Chinese courts 
free from extraneous influen-ces which is capable of adequately 
doing justice between Chinese and foreign litigants. My Govern- 
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i ment believes that not -until these recommendations are fulfilled in 
far greater measure than is the case today will it be possible for 
I American citizens safely to live and do business in China and for 
f their property adequately to be protected without the intervention of 
a the Consular Courts. 

f 10. In conclusion, my Government has directed me to state that 
I it observes with attentive and sympathetic interest the changes which 
\ are taking place in China. Animated as it is by the most friendly mo- 
i tives, and wishing as far as lies within its power to be helpful, the 
I American Government would be ready, if the suggestion should meet 
I with the approval of the Chinese Government, to participate in 
i negotiations which would have as their object the devising of a 
method for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights 
either as to designated territorial areas or as to particular kinds of 
jurisdiction, or as to both, provided that such gradual relinquish- 
ment proceeds at the same time as steps are taken and improvements 
are achieved by the Chinese Government in the enactment and effec- 
tive enforcement of laws based on modern concepts of juris- 
prudence.®® 

For your information, a copy of this text is being sent to the 
American Embassy, London, for communication to the British For- 
eign Office. A copy will also be made available to the French Gov- 
ernment. 

Please repeat to Toyko requesting Embassy to communicate copy 
of draft informally and confidentially to Foreign Office. 

Stimson 


711.933/94 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, August 6, 1929 — 6 p. m, 
[Received August 6 — 6 : 03 a. m.] 

675. Your telegram No. 254, August 1, 11 a. m. 

1. It has on consultation been arranged that the American, British, 
Dutch and French replies will be dated August 10th and delivered 
to Nationalist Foreign Office, August 12th. Brazilian and Nor- 
wegian Legations are being so informed with a view to their taking 
similar action. 

2. It has all along been understood that the replies would not be 
identical although of similar tenor. 

MacMukrax 

®®On August 10, 1929, the Acting Secretary of State in a note to the Chinese 
Minister, in acknowledgment of his note dated May 2, stated that he was en- 
closing **a copy of a note in reply which is being sent to your Government by 
the American Minister to China under date August 10, 1929” (711.933/45). 
This note was the same as that telegraphed on August 1. 
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Tll.838/106 

MeTnoTondwni T>y the Secretary of State 

[Washestciton,] August 15, 192^. 

The Chinese Minister called on me today and said he was dfe 
appointed with our extraterritoriality note. I replied that I was 
sorry for this but did not think he had any reason to be disappointecl 
as we hnd made a constnictive suggestion at the end relating to 
negotiations and a gradual termination of it. I explained to hiyw 
the importance which the American people felt towards judicial pn^ 
tection and the anxiety of our Government not to have any set-ba(k 
in the progress of giving up the consular courts. I pointed out tha| 
if there was a question of giving up any territorial rights it woul(j\ 
be much more simple, but we had none, and the matter of the proteo? f 
tion of American interests by proper judicial process is much more i 
delicate and important. He asked me whether I was prepared to gO'F,i 
on with discussions of these steps for gradually giving them up and 
called my attention to the appointment by China last year of him^ 
self as a special envoy to discuss this point. I told him frankly that j 

1 had not heard of that but I would be very glad to take it up with 

him. ‘’'3 


798.003/142 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 

Petphtg, August 19, 1929—7 p.m. \ 
[Beceived August 19 — ^1 p. m.] I 

736. Legation’s 713, August 15, 3 p. m.®^ The reply of the Nor- 
wegian Government to the National Government’s note of April 27 
requesting the abolition of extraterritoriality was despatched A^ugust . 
16th. The note is brief, makes reference to the participation of a 
Norwegian delegate in the Extraterritoriality Commission of 1926 
and concludes by stating that the Norwegian “Government has no 
desire to maintain the Consular Court longer than [conadered] 
necessary and is prepared to abolish the same when aU the other ! 
treaty powers will do so.” 

, MaoMttbbat ‘ 

"Not printed. 
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711.933/12S 

MerrhOTandwfYb hy the AssistanA Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[Washington,] August 27, 1929. 

During a conversation today the Japanese Ambassador asked me 
what I knew about a proposal for a warning to be served by the several 
interested Powers upon China not to abrogate imilaterally her treaties. 

I told the Ambassador what I knew about it, that I had supposed 
from what I saw that the matter originated with the Japanese. The 
Ambassador stated that it had not originated with the Japanese ; that 
it had originated with MacMurray sometime ago but that recently 
Yoshizawa had revived the suggestion making certain recommenda- 
tions as to form and time. He asked me whether we had decided 
about the matter, or not. 

I told the Ambassador the Secretary had not made any decision; 
that all we had told MacMurray was that we were not prepared to 
decide it now ; that the matter might be brought up later and discussed, 
if it was thought proper. 

N[elson] T. J[ohnson] 


793.003/148 

Memorandvmi hy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
(Horribeck) of a C orwersation With the Second Secretary of the 
French Embassy (BlancTietai) 

[Washington,] August 29, 1929. 
Mr. Blanchetai called and read to me a telegram which he had 
just received from his Government in which it was stated that the 
Japanese Charg4 d’Affaires at Peking had informed the French 
Minister there that the Japanese Government proposed that repre- 
sentations be made orally at various capitals specified, to the Chinese 
representatives at those capitals, warning the Chinese against uni- 
lateral renunciation of treaty provisions. The telegram stated that 
the French, the British, the Netherland and the American Ministers/ 
had agreed to recommend this action to their respective governments. 
The French Minister pointed out to his Government that the present 
moment afforded an opportunity to take advantage of the nervous- 
ness of the Chinese in the apprehension of military action by Russia. 
The French Government instructed its Embassy here to give it infor- 
mation immediately whether the American Government had accepted 
the principle of a simultaneous action and if so what would be the 
substance (or sense), the form and the date. 

I stated to Mr. Blanchetai that the American Government had not 
accepted the principle; that the Secretary of State had not as yet 
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made any decision or commitment -with regard to it; that the 
can Minister at Peking had been so informed; that T would 
on the substance of the French Government’s present telegram,'^2 
44! ^ere took place in the near future any new developmS 
ing which I might properly inform him, I would do 

S[tan-uet] K. 


that, if 
concerning 


711.93S/144 

Memorcmditm iy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern 
{Homhech) of a Conversation With Mr. Thomas F. Mitta^’^ 
viser to the Chinese Covemment ' 

[Extract] 

[WASHiNGTOisr,] September 3, l^st 


Mr. Millard asked whether the American Government’s reply 
the Chinese Government’s note on extraterritoriality had beenmadi 
public yet. I stated that it had not been made public from 
sources but that the contents appeared to have been disclosed soh^ 
where in China and newspapers there had published what purported 
to be the text. Mr. Millard said that he had read the note and tEtf 
he observed that the American Government declined to accede to t(» 
Chinese Government’s request. He then talked at length about ti» 
desirability of close and friendly relations between China and tbe 
United States. He said that he had for fifteen years told the Chine* 
that their relations with the United States were the most importaM 
in the field of their foreign relations. He thought that the 
Government should do everything possible to encourage and 
strengthen the present Nanking Government. He said that if 
Powers, particularly the United States, persisted in refusing to giTB 
up extraterritoriality, the radical element in China would be 
strengtiiened in its effort to overthrow the present. Nanking adiuih- ; 
istration, and if the radicals, some of whom he said were highly in- ; 
telligent men, were to get into the saddle, there is no telling to what ^ 
length they would go; there might come a violent anti-foreign 
demonstration in China. I inquired whether he thought that eithw 
the granting or the withholding of assent to the abolition of extra- 
territoriality would materially affect the course of events in China^ 
domestic politics. He said that he thought it would ; that every vic- 
tory which the present administration gained in the field of foreign 
relations tended by just so much to strengthen its position. I said 


*1 Ti/S? Olilef of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs addM 

•fr^Tn effect ^at he had shown the memorandum, together with a letter 

Assistant Secretary of State Johnson and had thffl 
telephoned that the matter stands as ‘No commitment* 
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that this Government had long made it a point to preserve a position 
of neutrality as among the contending Chinese factions and parties, 
and that, while we wished to deal fairly and justly and in a friendly 
manner with any administration which might be in power in China, 
it was probably a fact that each of the more important of the foreign 
governments was inclined now more than ever before to pursue a 
policy of “hands off” with regard to China’s domestic struggles. 

Mr. Millard said that extraterritoriality was not doing any one any 
good. I stated that some American citizens make to us statements to 
the contrary. Mr. Millard said that it was going to have to be given 
up sooner or later and he thought the American Government should 
take the lead in giving it up sooner; he did not think that it should 
wait until the expiration of the present treaty. I stated that the 
American Government had repeatedly made it known to the Chinese 
Government that it was willing to discuss, without waiting for the 
period of the expiration of the treaty, the question of concluding a 
new treaty. Mr. Millard said that two or three years ago and earlier 
he had suggested to the Chinese various schemes for a gradual gradu- 
ated abolition, but that the time for that sort of thing had gone by ; he 
thought that no Chinese Government today could propose, and he won- 
dered whether it could discuss anything short of abolition. He said 
that public opinion had developed very strongly in China, and. if the 
Powers were obstinate, public opinion might force the hand of the 
Government. I remarked that iii the past public opinion in China 
had usually been inspired from oflSlcial sources. Mr. Millard said that 
the bolsheviks had had a good deal to do with the creation of public 
opinion with regard to the treaties ; that the present Government had 
ridden into power on the idea of regaining lost rights, and that no 
matter who did the inspiring, the present public opinion was a fact 
which must be faced. I stated that, so far as the American Govern- 
ment was concerned, we would be glad to give up extraterritorial 
rights at the earliest practicable moment, but that, by way of arriv- 
ing at that moment, it was to be hoped that the Chinese would con- 
centrate upon the problem of perfecting their administration so that 
they would be reaidy effectively to assume and exercise complete 
jurisdiction. Mr. Millard said that they were ready. 

Mr. Millard said that there were a number of questions which he 
would like to talk over, such as the rendition of the foreign settle- 
ments and concessions, the removal of the legations to Nanking, etc. 
I stated that, so far as the foreign settlements and concessions were 
concerned, the United States had little if anything to do with the 
question — at least so far as the question of rendition is concerned. 
I said that I would be^glad to talk over any questions. 
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71 1. 933/1S3 : Telegram h ^ 

i I 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of Ste^^^mi^ 

Peiping, September 10, 1929 — % p. ' 
[Received September 11 — 2 : 60 p. ; 

811. The following has been received from Nanking as the Engli^uj 
translation of a rejoinder under date of September 5 to our note of ^5 
August 10 re extraterritoriality. An examination of the Chiheseii 
text, however, seems to indicate that the English is the original textf> 
of which a somewhat inexpert translation was made into Ohine$e .» 
(paragraphs lettered for reference) 


(a) “I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Tour Ex^ 
cellency’s note of August 10 in which you are good enough to trans- 
mit to me the views of your Government in regard to the reque^ ^ 
of the Chinese Government, contained in my note of April 27th, for 
the removal of restrictions on Chinese jurisdictional sovereignty 
(&) The Chinese Government is pleased to be reminded by the' ' 
American Government that it has, for some time past, given constant ^ 
and sympathetic consideration to the national aspirations of the r! 
people of China and that it has r^eatedly given concrete evidence ^ 
of its desire to promote the reason ^realiBation^ of those aspirations., 
The traditional friendship between China and America has not only ' 
a comnion material basis, but is also deeply rooted in the idealism ' 
which is common to the Chinese and the American people. The 
American people, with their love of liberty, [their] zeal for justice,, 
their desire to further [the] advance of civilization and their sym- ^ 
pathy for the aspiration [s_ of nations in their spiritual rebirth, i 
all of which reveals unmistakably the noble attitude of the American ' 
mind, have aroused the admiration and won the love of the Chinese^' 
people. This idealism has manifested itself in the abolition of 
slavery, the ^owth of democracy, and the endeavor to establish a 
regime [reiyn] of universal peace, which has given a new hope to 
the human race. ^ It is this idealism that accounts for the steadfast^ 
ness of the American Government and people in their friendship for 
China through all the vicissitudes of her fortune. It is again this 
idealism that has prompted the American Government to give sym- 
pathetic consideration to the desire of the Chinese Government in 
connection with the question of jurisdiction and to decide to enter 
negotiations for the devising of a method leading f o the eventual 
abolition of extraterritorial privileges. ^ 

^ seems to ine, however, from a careful consideration of your 
note that the American Government is not yet free from misgivings 
i ^ safety of American life and property after the abolition 
ox extrate^itoriality. The American Gover n m fin t is undoubtedly 
aware of the fact that the liberty of American citizens and the se- 
curity of their property rights do not so much depend upon the 


* Telegram In thirteen sections. 

corrections made on basis of English translation accompanying 
transmitted to the Department by the Minister In 
(ni 933/1^)^ 2332, September 19; received October 25, 1929 
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continued exercise of jurisdiction by their own consular courts, as 
upon the timely removal of hindrances to the free and full assertion 
of China’s sovereign rights. Extraterritorial privileges, while ap- 
parently beneficial to foreimers in China in giving them the im- 
pression of security and safety, have really had the most injurious 
effect on their relations with the Chinese by producing in the latter 
[the] feeling of humiliation and the sense [of] resentment which 
have always caused mutual suspicion and the consequent loss of 
mutual confidence, thus undermining the very foundations of friendly 
relations and not infrequently giving rise to complications and con- 
flicts. Such conflicts and complications could be easily avoided were 
there none of those special privileges. In this connection, it may 
be pointed out that towards nationals of certain countries who have lost 
their extraterritorial privileges and have submitted to the jurisdic- 
tion of China, the Chinese people entertaining [_entertain\ the mostly 
friendljr feelings and repose in them great confidence, a valu- 
able asset, it will be admitted, in the intercourse, commercial or other- 
wise, of any two peoples. Such marked difference in the relations 
between ^e Chinese and the nationals of extraterritorial powers on 
the one hand and those between the Chinese and the nationals of nqn- 
extraterritorial powers on the other will, as long as the extraterritorial 
system is retained, become more and more pronounced^ and much 
as the Chinese Government may try to discountenance this ^fference 
of attitude on the part of its citizens, it will not be within its power 
to control the natural expression of their feelings. 

{d) In the event, however, of American citizens relinquishing their 
extraterritorial privilege [s], they may rest assured that they will 
enjoy the same confidence of the Chinese people and hence the same 
material benefit as the nationals of nonertraterritorial powers. More- 
over, the Chinese Government will continue to exercise, in accordance 
with the well-established principles of international law, due diligence 
in preventing any possible violation [s] of the private rights of Amer- 
ican citizens and perform its duty, in the fullest possible measure, in 
all matters relating to the redress of wrongs. 

{e) In your note under acknowledgment reference is made to the 
report of the Commission on E:^raterritoriality submitted to the 
interested Governments pursuant to a resolution adopted at the 
Washington Conference. The American Government must ^ aware 
of the fact that since the completion of that report conditions in 
China have greatly changed, and in particular Doth the political 
and judicial systems have assumed a new aspect. To pass judg- 
ment on the present state of laws and judicial administration in 
China in the light of what is contained in the report of 1926 is doing 
no justice to the steadfast policy of the National Government. 

(/) At this point, it may be worth while to recall the circumstances 
under which the Am erican Government renoimced its rights under 
the capitulations with Turkey. The Chmese judicial system, it will 
be admitted, does not suffer the least in comparison with that of 
Turkey at the time of the abolition of the capitulations. And yet 
the American Government, realizing that the Turkish people with 
legitimate aspirations and under the guidance of a new and strong 

g overnment could accomplish great things in a short space of time, 
ad the wisdom and foresight to relinquish its special privileges 
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gitn ilfi.r to ttose enjoyed hitherto by its nation[als] in Ghimt 
has had the satisfaction to find that the life and property of Ara«ic^ 
citizens in Turkey have subsequently received full and adeg;uatep^ 
tection. The American Government which did full justice to 
TimMsh people, in the matter of jurischction without any aj^reh^ 
sion[s] and with satisfactory results wiU no doubt solve the problem 
of extraterritoriality in China in the same friendly and sympathetfe- 

(^) It has been perhaps brought to the knowledge of the America^ 
Government that the Chinese Government has recently conclude^ 
treaties with several other powers which have agreed to relinquisi 
extraterritorial privileges on January 1st, 1930. If it had ai)pearedto 
the Governments of those powers, as it appears to the American 
ernment, that there did not yet exist in this country a judiciary cap- 
able of rendering justice to their nationals and body of laws adequate 
to give protection to their lives and property, they would certainly 
have rerased to give up their privileged position and enter into tbe 
engagements they have made. Now that many of the powers which 
participate [d] in the discussions of extraterritoriality at the Wa^- 
ington Conference have already shown by an overt act that that 
system has outlived its usefulness and should be replaced by one in 
harmony •with the actual state of things, there is no reason why the; 
United States, upon which fell the honor of initiating the labors of ' 
that conference, should not act in unison with those powers, th® 
removing the difficulty which the Chinese Government might other- 
wise encounter in extending jurisdiction over all foreign nationals. 

(h) It is the hope of the Chinese Government that whatever mis- 
giving[s] and appr6hension[s] the American Government may have 
in considering the subject under discussion will be now dispelled, 
and that, in the further examinations of this subject, it will be actu- 
ated by much weightier considerations, namely, the enhancement of 
friendship between the Chinese and the American people, and hence 
the promotion of the material interests of both. It is with this last 
object in -view that the Chinese Government [now] requests the 
American Government to enter into immediate discussions with [the] 
authorized representative of the Chinese Government for making the 
necessary arrangement [s] whereby extraterritoriality in China will 
be abolished to the mutual satisfaction of both Governments. 

(i) I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your Excellency 
the assurance of my highest consideration. 

2. Chinese Secretaries inform me that the numerous differences in 
detail between English and Chinese texts represent assumptions of 
force and lapses into weakness to which no real significance can be 
assigned. Chinese text and variant translations follow by mail 
despatch. 


MacMuBBAT 
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793.0037155 

MctTriovandv/mi hy the Secretary of State of a G onversaiion “With 
the Japanese Ambassador {Debuchi) 

[Washington,] September 14, 1929. 
Wben the Ambassador called I asked him if there was anything 
new in the China- Japan situation with regard to extraterritoriality. 
He told me that China claimed to have annulled the extraterritori- 
ality rights of Japan but that Japan had not admitted it. 


711.933/147 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Pexpestg, October 5, 1929 — noon. 

[Received October 6 — 12:35 p. m.] 

861. My 831, September 17, 4 p. m.® Following from American 
Consul General at Canton: 

^‘October 4, 3 p.m. I had an interview with Sun Fo this morning. 
He said National Government had just considered abolition of extra- 
territoriality by mandate but j>ref erred to negotiate with the powers 
for extraterritoriality cancellation over period of years. He referred 
to Wang’s notes and said that they were designed to open negotia- 
tions for foreign abolition. General Wu Te-dien^ also assured me 
that abolition by mandate is not contemplated. Although I imagine 
Legation is already well informed on this subject I deem it best to 
pass this information on to you.” 

MacMherax* 


711.933/148 : Telegram 

TTie Minister in China {MobcMwrray^ to the Secretary of State 

PEirnsTG, October 7, 1929 — 3 p.m. 

[Received 8:43 p.m.®] 

865. My telegram No. 811, September 10, 7 p.m. 

1. At the instance of the interested chiefs of missions, the Senior 
Minister has drawn up for submission to their respective Govern- 
ments, as a suggested basis for their individual notes, the following 
tentative draft of a reply to the Chinese note of September 5th 
with regard to extraterritoriality: 

“On August 10th last I had the honor to acquaint Your Excellency 
with the views of my Government on the question of abolition of 

® Not printed. 

* Member of the Nationalist Party’s central executive committee. 

® Telegram in three sections: 
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extraterritoriality raised by Your Excellency in your note of - 
April 27th. 

I now have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel- 
lency’s note of September 9th, [in which] it is requested that imme- 
diate discussions be opened with the Chinese Government for maldii 
the necessary arrangements whereby extraterritoriality in China 

be [abolished] to the mutual satisfaction of both Governments^ 

Your Excellency will remember that in my above-mentioned not^ 
of August 10th I transmitted at considerable length the opinion i 
which my Government had formed on the subject after having given 
it its most serious and careful consideration. ^ 

It is therefore unnecessary to enter here again into the details 
connected with this complicated matter, although it seems to my 
Government not superfluous to draw the attention of the Chinese 
Government to the fact that certain events of the past few months 
cannot but strengthen the opinion that the legal and physical safe- 
guarding of property and of life in China still leaves very much to 
be desired in spite of the altered circumstances on which Yoiir 
Excellency lays so much stress in your note under reply. 

However, my Government, as I did not fail to point out in my 
previous note, is prepared to give sympathetic consideration to the 
desires expressed by the Chinese Government in connection with ex^ 
traterritoriality and if Your Excellency is in a position to submit any 
concrete proposals which take into consideration the main points of 
the said note, I will be pleased to transmit these to my Government,” 

2. The interested Ministers decided that in submitting this tenta- 
tive draft to their Governments for consideration they should renew 
the suggestion that the respective Ministers for Foreign Affairs per- 
sonally impress upon the Chinese Ministers at the various capitals the 
seriousness with which the Governments would regard a repudiation 
or impairment by China of their extraterritorial rights. 

MaoMxjbray 


711.933/148 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State ta the Minister in China (^MacMurray) 

Washington, October 11, 1929' — ^11 a. m. 

329. Your 865, October 7, 3 p. m. 

1, The Department understands that the proposal is for individual 
and not for identic notes. 

2. For the American note, I approve the substance of the draft sub- 
mitted, with the exception of the last paragraph. I feel, however, 
that you might advantageously edit or rephrase this draft. I feel, 
for instance, that the clause ‘‘in spite of the claims on which Your 
Excellency lays so much stress in your note under reply” should be 
deleted. 

With regard to the last paragraph, I offer for the American note the 
following : 
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‘‘However, assuming that the Chinese Government has not failed 
to take into consideration the main points set forth in my note of 
August 10, and wishing as far as possible to meet the wishes of the 
Chinese Government, my Government is prepared to enter into nego- 
tiations directed toward the objective indicated in the last paragraph 
of that note.” 

3. You may state in a separate communication that I feel moved to 
suggest that the negotiations be held in Washington ; that I shall be 
willing to enter upon discussions whenever the Chinese Government 
finds it convenient ; but that I should like to defer entering upon the 
formal stages of the negotiation until I shall have had the benefit of 
the presence here of the American Minister to China, yourself, who 
will soon be ordered to come to Washington for purposes of 
consultation. 

Stimson 


711.933/156 : T^egram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, October 17, 1929 — -9 p. m. 

[Received October 18 — 8 : 55 a. m.] 

900. Your telegram No. 329, October 11, 11 a. m. 

1. The proposal set forth in my No. 860 \865’\ contemplated in- 
dividual notes as in the case of the replies to the original Chinese 
note of April 27th. 

2. British Minister has now proposed in lieu of the one previously 
suggested the following basis for such replies: 

“I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency’s 
note* of September 6th in which it is requested that immediate 
discussions be opened by His Majesty’s Government with the Chinese 
Government for making the necessary arrangements whereby extra- 
territoriality in China may be abolished to the mutual satisfaction 
of both Governments. 

In reply I have the honor to refer Your Excellency to my note of 
August 10th in which case {notef^^ under instruction from my 
Government, I set , forth at some len^h the views which they had 
formed on this subject after having given it the most serious and 
careful consideration. I am now further instructed to inform Your 
Excellency that His Majesty’s Government, as stated in my note 
above referred to^ await the communication of any proposals which 
the Chinese Government may have to make failing a careful pre- 
liminary study of which no useful purpose would m their opinion 
be served by opening discussions on the matter.” 

Would the Department find this more acceptable? 

MAoMmRKAT 
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711 . 939 / 155 : Telegram 

The Minister m Chifm {MacMwray) to the Secretary of gtak 

[Paraphrase] 

Peiping, October 17, 1929—10 p. 11 ^ 

[Beceived October 17—2 : 45 p. 

901. Supplementing my 900, October 17, 9 p. m., replying % 
your 829, October 11, 11 a. m. 

(1) Apart even from the precarious political situation wlai 
meanwhile has arisen, the suggestions made in your 329, 1 venture to 
submit, would not, as a matter of tactics, strengthen the United 
States in the position it took in its note dated August 10, but, oa tbe 
contrary, would render that position untenable in practice. I fed 
warranted, from our experience with “tariff autonomy”, an analogoie 
question, in believing that, if the United States should invite China 
to formal negotiations at Washington concerning extraterritoriality, 
on the sole assumption or condition that the Chinese have taken into 
consideration the views we set forth in our note dated August 10, 
the political, psychological, and practical effect of the invitation 
would be for the Chinese to consider that the United States Got. 
ernment had committed itself unconditionally to arrange, in^ 
dependency of the other powers interested, for the complete and 
early surrender of American extraterritorial rights. If the negoti- 
ations did not promptly lead to an abandonment of the previous 
American position (namely), that the United States must retain 
these rights pending evidence by China of its ability to administ® 
justice in respect of American citizens), then the United States 
would seem to the Chinese to have failed in realizing the hopes held 
out to them by us; and the United States in such case -would, by 
reason of its assumption of independent leadership in this matter, 
bear the entire odium of obstructing and disappointing Chinese as- 
pirations regarding extraterritoriality. 

(2) Before undertaking negotiations, the United States should, 
in my own judgment, require from the Chinese a statement of their 
proposals such as would enable the United States to avoid ihe 
dilemma either of surrendering its whole position or of placiug itself 
in a conspicuously invidious light through breaking off the 
negotiations. 


MacMubeat 
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Tll.933/156 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in (Jhma {MacMnrray) 

[Paraphrase! 

Washington-, October 22, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

342. Reference your 900, October 17, 9 p. m., and 901, October 17, 
10 p.ni. A comparison of the last paragraphs in your note dated 
August 10 to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs and in the 
British Minister’s note of the same date indicates that, though the 
last sentence in the British Minister’s present projicsal as a basis for 
the reply to Dr. C. T. Wang’s note dated September 5 may suiBSce 
for the British reply, that sentence would not suffice for the American 
reply. In the American note of August 10, the United States did 
not predicate its willingness to take part in negotiations upon the 
condition that China should first communicate proposals to the United 
States. 

I do not think any useful purpose will be served by the United 
States laying down such a condition. Complete abolition of ex- 
traterritorial jurisdiction has been asked by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. Proposals to modify this position cannot be expected to 
emanate from Chinese official sources. A demand that they make 
such proposals is the equivalent of declining to negotiate. The 
United States Government has declared its willingness and is willing 
to negotiate. If at all possible, I deem it desirable for negotiations 
to be in progress prior to January 1, 1930. It is, I think, highly de- 
sirable for the United States so to handle this matter that, should the 
Chinese denounce the treaties or parts of them, no charge can be 
made that the United States Government was unwilling or seemed to 
be unwilling for full cooperation with the Chinese with a view to 
disposal of this question by agreement. 

The views you express in your 901 1 have carefully considered. In 
the light thereof, and with reference to paragraph 2 of my 329, 
October 11, 11 a. m., I offer as a substitute for the last sentence the 
following : ® 

“However, assuming that the Chinese Government has not failed 
to take into consideration the main points set forth in my note of 
August 10, and desiring as far as possible to meet the wisnes of the 
Chinese Government, my Government is prepared to enter into nego- 
tiations, when convenient to the Chinese Government, which shall 
have as their object, as indicated in the concluding paragraph of my 
note of August 10, ^the devising of a method for the gradual re- 
linquishment of extraterritorial rights (and so forth, your note to 
quote to the end of note of August 10) ” 


• Quotation not paraphrased. 



612 


FOEEIGGSr RELATraCONS, 1929, VOI.TJME H 

I withdraw my instruction regarding a separate communication 
and I shall let the Chinese make the next move. However, when 
Dr. C. C. Wu returns, presumably soon, from Europe, I imagine he 
will request me to start negotiations; and I do not desire to decline. 

I wish, in fact, already to be on record with an express indication 
of the United States Government’s willingness to proceed. In this 
matter I am not unwilling to cooperate with the other powers con- 
cerned. I would prefer cooperation. 'As to independent action, how- 
ever, this has already been taken by several powers. A desire of the 
British and Dutch Governments to employ dilatory tactics is sug- ' 
gested by the tenor of the drafts which the Senior Minister and the 
British Minister have tentatively submitted. I have no wish for 
delay and am, therefore, obliged to indicate that I am willing to 
proceed independently. In the note dated August 10 from you, I not • 
only made a commitment but alsq gave sufficient notice of this ait- 
titude. I do not intend encouraging the Chinese to expect my assent 
to unconditional and immediate abolition of extraterritoriality, if 
the action I take is thus misrepresented by the Chinese, I shall have 
the record to prove the facts. 

This you may explain to your colleagues; and you will proceed 
to prepare your note. I should like you to reply to Dr. Wang at a 
reasonably early date. 

Stimsox 


711.933/169 : Telegram 

The Mirmter in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peiping, October 25, 1929 — 5 p. m, 
[Eeceived October 25 — 2 : 50 p. m.] 

927. My telegrams 900, October 17, 9 p. m., and 901, October 17, 
10 p. m. 

(1) ^ Yesterday mornmg the British Minister conferred with his 
Am erican, Prench, Japanese, and Netherland colleagues as a result 
of instructions from his Government to the effect that it wished to 
convey to the Chinese its 'willingness to discuss the possibilities re- 
garding extraterritoriality with them so soon as they indicated the 
line along which they desire to proceed. 

(2) This informal discussion revealed a complete concord among 
the Ministers in their personal views, to the effect that : 

(<*) The Chinese who are in control at ITanking for the time 
being do not desire our cooperation or negotiations meant to reach 
a friendly result; for 'they are counting on using negotiations either 
to compel a total surrender on extraterritoriality or to put the 
powers concerned in the wrong for not yielding it; 
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(&) The powers are in a position, in view of the terms of their 
notes dated August 10, to demand of the Chinese as a preliminary 
step that they make some proposal to justify negotiations on matters 
which otherwise are disposed of by the facts those notes set forth; 

(<?) Upon the showing made thus far, to consent to begin nego- 
tiations to abolish extraterritoriality in any degree or manner would, 
as a matter of practical fact, mean the beginning of the end of extra- 
territorial rights; 

(d) The only prospect of proceeding, without forcing the pace to 
the advantage of the Chinese, to a disposal of the broad, general 
question of extraterritoriality would be through inaugurating the 
specific (Question of the Provisional Court at Shanghai, preferably 
according to scheme (a) (see my 876, October 10, 9 a. mJ) ; the 
French and Netherland Ministers are already considering authoriza- 
tion for its support, while the British Minister is still hoping to get 
his Government to approve it. 

(3) Imm ediately following the above discussion, I received your 
342, October 22, 5 p. m. 

(4) At once I called on my British, French, and Netherland col- 
leagues, informed them of the Secretary’s views, and promised to 
give them copies today of the text of the note I have been instructed 
to despatch to Nanking. I offered, subject to your approval, to 
hold back until November 1 the note dictated for me, hoping to 
make possible cooperation to the extent implied in the despatch 
simultaneously of the several notes. Bo I have your agreement to 
do this ? 

(5) Assuming the Chinese may not be expected to put forth a pro- 
posal, you may consider it desirable to take the initiative in the 
American note by proposing something concrete (analogous, perhaps, 
to scheme (a) for the Provisional Court at Shanghai), and this 
would at once form a basis for the negotiations proposed and a 
limitation on their scope. 

MacMtjbra.x 


711.933/159 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m China {MacMwrray) 

Washington, October 26, 1929 — 4 p. m. 
351. Your 927, October 25, 5 p. m., particularly paragraph 4. 

1. The delay which you suggest is approved. I wish to be altogether 
considerate of the views and convenience of the other Powers. See 
Department’s 342, October 22, 5 p. m., last paragraph. 

2. Further reply to your telegram under reference will follow. 

Stimson 


'^ Post , p. 703. 

323423 "-43— vol. ii* 


-48 



614 KWEKEwaisr REi^Tioiisrs, 1929, voiiTtme n 

711.933/159 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

WASHiNGTOiJr, October 28, 1929—7 p. m. 

354. Reference your 927, October 25, 5 p. m. 

(1) Your telegram reached the Department at 2: 50 p. m., October 
25, and, before it was decoded, the Department was informed by a 
Secretary of the French Embassy, who called, that his Foreign OfiJce 
had, been informed regarding these discussions, including the explan- 
ation by you of my views and the offer by you to withhold until 
November 1 the note from the United States Government. The 
desirability of a simultaneous dispatch of the several notes, which 
should coincide in purport, was urged by the French Government. 

It was explained to the French officer that the United States Gov- 
ernment wished to cooperate as far as possible with the other govern- 
ments; that the withholding by you of the American reply until 
November 1 is quite approved, as there is no desire to be precipitate; 
that the instructions sent you were based on the feeling that the 
formulae hitherto considered tentatively by you and your colleagues 
could not be regarded as applicable for adoption in the American 
reply, because, as is well known to all concerned, the United States 
Government’s willingness to negotiate was affirmed expressly in its 
note dated August 10. A further explanation followed along the 
lines of my 342, October 22, 5 p m., paragraph 2. The view was also 
advanced that the Department’s readiness to delay sending the Amer- 
ican note in reply is qualified because of the feeling that the sooner 
the powers reply the greater will be the advantage from having done 
so. 

(2) Referring' to your paragraph 2: 

{a) To the unanimous views of the Ministers I am not indifferent. 

(J) On this point my views remain as they were stated in the first 
two paragraphs of my 342. 

(o) Developments in the past few years and the Nationalist move- 
ment s character and exigencies, I feel, make it inevitable for the pres- 
ent Chinese Government, or any other one, to insist upon abolition 
of extraterritorial jurisdiction. Therefore, an offer of negotiations, 
I feel, provides tjie sole possible means whereby denunciation of treaty 
provisions may be delayed and the period of transition may be pro- 
tracted and ameliorated so as to safeguard, through a graduated 
process of relinquishment as agreed upon, the position of American 
citizens hereafter in China. 

Though I do not desire to force the pace, yet I do not wish 
the Chinese to be able to contend that they were driven to take arbi- 
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^ary imilateral action because of a refusal by the powers, the United 
btates included, to face the issue with them. I believe, also, that an 
attempt to divert attention to the Provisional Court at Shanghai, a 
specific question, by sidetracking the general question of extraterri- 
torial jurisdiction, would be diflBicult. 

, (3) Toward the views and the convenience of the other powers I 
wish to be altogether considerate. The manner of replying, the sub- 
stance of the notes, and the time of their delivery I consider important. 
You may, as suggested, delay the American reply. 

(4) The text which I have submitted in itself carries, I feel, a 
sufficiently concrete proposal, stating definitely, as it does, that the 
negotiations shall be directed to devise a method for relinquishing 
extraterritorial rights gradually, as to either designated territorial 
areas or particular kinds of jurisdiction, or both, provided, etc. It 
would be unwise technically, I feel, at this time to make a more re- 
strictive proposal to the Chinese, enabling them thereby to contend 
that evidently there is no intention on the part of the United States 
to consider the entire problem, and this would afford the Chinese a 
specious pretext for a unilateral denunciation next January 1. What 
I have proposed offers, I believe, a sufficient safeguard against any 
Chinese expectation or representation of agreement by the United 
States Government to early and unconditional abolition of extra- 
territoriality, nor will it leave the Chinese with any possible excuse for 
declining an attempt to deal by agreement with the matter. 

Finally, I feel that a demand of the Chinese first to make concrete 
proposals would, if responded to at all, which I do not expect it would 
be, enable them to proffer proposals not susceptible of acceptance. 
The makers of such a demand would thus be put in a very unf ortunate 
position. 

(5) Again, for what it may be worth, I invite attention to your 861, 
October 5, noon. 

Stimson 


711.933/159 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, November 2, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
359. Referring to the last sentence in paragraph 3, my 354, Octo- 
ber 28, 7 p. m. Please immediately reply as to what action has been 
or is being taken. 


Stimson 
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711.933/163 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 4, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received 10 :07 p. m.®] 

958. 1- Following note dated November 1st has been sent to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs : ® 

“On Au^st 10th last I had the honor to acquaint Your Excellency 
with the views of my Government on the question of abolition of 
extraterritoriality raised by Your Excellency in your note of April 
27th. 

I now have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Ex- 
cellency’s note of September 5th, in which it is requested that immedi- 
ate discussions be opened with the Chinese Government for making the 
necessary arrangements whereby extraterritoriality in China will be 
abolished to the mutual satisfaction of both Governments. 

Your Excellency will remember that in my above-mentioned note of 
August 10th I transmitted at considerable length the opinion which 
my Government had formed on this subject after having given it its 
most serious and careful consideration. 

It is therefore unnecessary to enter here again into all the details 
connected with this complicated matter, although it seems to my 
Government not superfluous to draw the attention of the Chinese 
Govemihent to the fact that certain events of the past few months 
cannot but strengthen the opinion that the legal and physical safe- 
guarding of property and of life in China still leaves very much to be 
desired. 

However, assuming that the Chinese Government has not failed to 
take into consideration the main points set forth in my note of August 
10th, and desiring as far as possible to meet the wishes of the Chinese 
Government, my Government is prepared to enter into negotiations 
when convenient to the Chinese Government which shall have as the 
\thei7^ object, as indicated in the concluding paragraph of my note of 
August lOthj ‘the devising of a method for the graau^ relinquishment 
of extraterritorial rights, either as to designated territorial areas, or 
as to particular kinds of jurisdiction, or as to both, provided that such 
gradual relinquishment proceeds at the same time as steps are taken 
and improvements are achieved by the Chinese Government in the 
enactment and effective enforcing of laws based on modern concepts 
of jurisprudence.’ 

I avail myself, et cetera.” 

2. In view of the present imcertainty of mails, I also telegraph- 
ically requested Adams November 1st to inform Wang that note had 
been despatched quoting the concluding paragraph. 

MacMtjkeat 


• Telegram in two sections, 

• Copy of this note was transmitted to the Chinese Minister by the Secretary of 
State in note dated November 8 (711.933/168a) . 

” Walter A. Adams, Consul at Nanking. 
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711.933/164 : Telegram 

Tli& MiTiisteT m China (^MacMuTray) to tho Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

Peeping, November 7, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received November 8—10 : 12 p. m.] 
970. Department’s 364, November 6, 2 p. m.^^ 

1. Dutch, French and British Ministers replied to the Chinese note 
on extraterritoriality November !^st. My Dutch colleague stated that 
he is now instructed to inform the Chinese Government that his Gov- 
ernment, while referring to the statements in his note of August 10th 
and in accordance therewith, is now ready to examine and discuss the 
proposals which the Chinese Government may have to make. My 
French colleague similarly expressed the willingness of his Govern- 
ment to consider the wishes of the Chinese, declares most friendly 
spirit and states that upon the receipt of concrete proposals they 
will be forwarded to his Government for its consideration. My 
British colleague also urged the presentation on the part of the Chines 
Government of some concrete plan for the abolition of extraterrito- 
riality before the commencement of negotiations. . . . 


MacMxjbkat 

793.003/217 

Memorand/wm hy the Counselor of Legcvtion in China {PerJcins) of a 
Meeting at the Arnerican Legation^ Noverriber 8, 1929 

Present : American, British, Japanese, and Netherlands MinistBrs; 
Mr. Lepice for the French Minister, and Mr. Perkins. 

The British Minister acquainted those present with certain instruc- 
tions which he had received from his Government for his general 
guidance in any negotiations which he might undertake with a view 
to the gradual relinquishment of extraterritoriality. The principal 
feature of these instructions was the strong preference of the British 
Government for relinquishment by categories of jurisdiction rather 
than by the geographical method. The British plan contemplated 
relinquishment by three steps: first, civil; second, criminal; third, 
present \jperBon(iLf^ status. It also contemplated that, in the Chinese 
courts in the principal cities, there should be appointed foreign co- 
judges who would be the servants of the Chinese Government. 

The British Minister invited discussion of the instructions. Mr. 
L4pice stated that the French were opposed to geographical relin- 


“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 2440, November 20 ; received December 21, 1929. 



618 KB^TLO^S, 1929, VOI/TJME U 

quishment of extraterritoriality, particularly in view of the fact that, 
in the provinces of Shansi and Yunnan, there were two railways in 
which French capital was largely invested. He suggested that, as a 
first step, it might be possible to adopt Chinese codes for application 
in the consular courts. The others present were all in agreement that 
such a suggestion would not at this time be acceptable to the Chinese. 

Mr. MacMurray said that he could give merely his own personal 
view, which was a preference for relinquishment geographically. 
He read a memorandum setting forth ^is views in detail.^^ Mr. 
Oudendijk agreed with the views of Mr. MacMurray. Mr. Saburi 
said that he had not as yet made up his mind on this question, but, 
if pressed for an expression of views, he would say at the moment 
he slightly favored geographical relinquishment. 

There was complete agreement with regard to the necessity of 
requiring foreign co-judges. There was also substantial unanimity 
of opinion with regard to the various other niinor items contained 
in the British instructions. The British Minister said that it was 
the intention of his Government to submit these instructions to the 
several foreign offices of the interested Governments and suggested 
that it would be helpful if each of the Ministers would report his 
own views thereon to his Government. The others expressed their 
willingness to do this. 

Mahlon F. Perkins 

Peiping, November 12, 1929. 


793.003/217 

Memorandum 'by the Counselor of Legation in China {PerTainsY^ 

Notes on British Memorandum: Begarding Gradtjaij BEUNOrnsH- 
MENT of ExTEtA^TERRITORIAUITT 


1. It seems that the principal criticism which may be made con- 
cerning the British instructions is that they fail to appreciate, from a 
practical point of view the importance to foreign interests of the 
treaty port” as compared with the interior. There are three princi- 
pal depots of trade, namely, Hongkong, Shanghai and Dairen. In 
^e same category may be placed Tientsin and, to a lesser extent, 
Hankow As long as the. three places first named continue to remain 
protected b ases for foreign residence and trade, it will be possible r 


^ Infroi. 

on S * F^Ch.Mlnister, in China, during thfe. meting 
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to maintain import and export trade with China without substantial 
loss. As Dairen and Hongkong are not within the scope of this dis- 
cussion, our chief concern is with the status of Shanghai and, to a 
lesser extent, of that of Tientsin and Hankow. It therefore seems 
to me that it will be necessary to treat these places differently from 
other areas in China which are not comparatively of great importance 
to foreign interests, and that it will be necessary to do this irrespec- 
tive of any desire for mere logical consistency in the procedure to be 
adopted for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritoriality. 

2. If extraterritoriality is to be relinquished by a gradual process, 
I am of the opinion that it would be preferable to proceed by the 
‘‘geographical” method rather than by that of “categories of jurisdic- 
tion”. When foreigners first acquired extraterritoriality rights, they 
were limited in residence to certain treaty ports. Subsequently, and 
as a result of missionary pressure, the treaties were modified so as to 
permit of the residence of missionaries throughout the whole of 
China. These people carried their extraterritoriality rights with 
them and thus began a process of infiltration of the alien resident 
into every province and district of China. It seems very question- 
able whether this wa,s wise or justifiable. For the legitimate purposes 
of general international contact, it would seem difficult to maintain 
that aliens should have the privilege of penetrating the interior, 
clothed with special rights, in this manner. It has had the effect, 
throughout the whole of China, of setting the foreigner apart as a 
person of special privilege and has thus tended to arouse a feeling 
of jealousy among the Chinese to an extent which would not have 
been likely, if the foreigner had been content to restrict his special 
privileges to the principal marts of trade. If we are now gradually 
to cede these rights, the natural method would appear to be one of 
retreat along the line by which the advance was originally made. 
Restricting our special privileges to the principal ports, we could, 
with much more justification, resist for a longer period the demands 
of the Chinese ; and, such ports being situated in places where meas- 
ures of defence can be availed of, it would be possible to maintain 
our position far more effectively than by any other method. 

3. With regard to the geographical method, it is suggested that 
there is also the alternative plan of relinquishment by special areas 
as a matter of experiment, such areas to be extended in measure as 
the Chinese may live up to anticipated standards. In the way of 
a concrete example, it is suggested that extraterritoriality might be 
relinquished in the Provinces of Chekiang and Fukien. Here the 
number of foreigners and the extent of foreign interests is compara- 
tively small, and the provinces in question border the seacoast, thus 
making naval protection more available in emergencies than would 
be possible in most other parts of China. 
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4. It would appear very dangerous to yield at the outset the whole 
civil jurisdiction over foreigners as suggested in the British memo- 
randum. This would enable the Chinese to strike at and undermine 
the whole structure of foreign financial interests. The Chinese, if 
so minded, could so use their control of civil jurisdiction as com- 
pletely to disrupt foreign trade with the specific object of bringing 
to an end the whole extraterritorial regime at an early date. It is a 
question if they would not be more likely to do this than they would 
if we yielded our extraterritorial rights in toto. 

5. With regard to the readiness evidenced in the memorandum to 
place the foreigner under Chinese jurisdiction in petty criminal and 
police cases, I am of the opinion that this step in actual practice 
would be more irritating [than], if not actually as dangerous as, to 
yield jurisdiction in substantive crimes. I do not think the proposer 
of this measure can appreciate the degree of annoyance and persecu- 
tion to which Chinese police and other petty officials would go in 
molesting the every day life of the foreign resident. 

M. F. P[eiikixs] 

793.003/182 Telegrain 

The Minister in China (^MaeMv/nray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 9, 1929 — 4 p, m. 

[Received 7 : 14 p. m.^®] 

977. 1. British Minister has received from his Government an 
outline of the basis upon which it considers negotiations should be 
held with a view to the gradual relinquishment of extraterritoriality. 
The essential features of this plan are : 

* rejection of the suggestion of proceeding geographically 

m favor of proceeding by categories of jurisdiction in the order: 
second, criminal; and third, personal status; 

(o) Its insistence upon courts including judges of foreign nation- 
aiixy. 

It is the intention of the British Government in the near future 
to lay this plan before the other interested Governments. Before 
doing so, however, it instructed its Minister to ascertain the views 
of his interested colleagues. An [/tz.] informal discussion among 
them yesterday, the French Minister expressed his personal con- 
currence in the British proposal to proceed by categories of juris- 
diction rather than by geographical areas. Dutch Minister and I 
would personally prefer to commence progress along the geographical 
line; Japanese Minister expressed himself as wholly undecided as 
yet but acknowledged a slight inclination to favor the latter plan. 

“Telegram in three sections. 
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No important difference of opinion was brought out in regard to 
the other phases of the British proposal. It was decided that each 
of us should report the discussion to big own Government for ite con- 
sideration when the British proposal is presented. 

2. The official BIou Wen \Kuo Jsfm?] News Service reports from 
Nanking November 7th that: [“]The Waichiaopu takes the view 
that these replies offer a definite way for the abolition of extrater- 
ritoriality and has decided to adhere to the original resolution to 
abolish consular jurisdiction on January 1st next. Separate negotia- 
tions will be started with the cpuntries concerned, and, if the Foreign 
Ministers feel that the tim.e at their disposal is too limited for them to 
seek instructions from their home Governments, the Waichiaopu is 
ready to instruct Chinese Ministers abroad to conduct negotiations 
with those Governments direct.’’ I consider this as meaning that 
Nanking intends to enter into actual negotiations only upon condition 
of the recognition of the definite abolition of extraterritoriality as from 
J anuary 1st and that such negotiations will be for the sole purpose of 
giving the several interested powers opportunity to seek by several 
provisional arrangements pending the coming into force of the regime 
of unqualified Chinese jurisdiction over foreign nationals. 

MacMtjbrat 


893.05/181% : Telegram 

The Charge in Great Britain {Atherton) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirasel 

Londout, November 11, 1929 — 5 p. nc. 

[Received November 11 — 4 : 05 p. m.] 
320. This afternoon I discussed with the British Foreign Office 
the meeting held November 8 at Peking and was informed that the 
British Government cannot accept the proposals for the abolition 
by geographic areas of extraterritoriality. The Foreign Office, how- 
ever, feels that the Diplomatic Corps has, in any case, reached a 
general agreement as to the method of approach, discussing with 
the Chinese authorities: First, civil cases; second, criminal cases; 
and third, cases respecting personal status, with particular attention 
to arbitration cases which arise between Chinese and foreign nationals. 

Atherton 


711.033/167 

Memorandv/m hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] November 11, 1929. 
The Chinese Minister, Doctor Wu, called by appointment at 3 o’clock 
to say that he had received telegraphic instructions from his Gov- 
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emment to inform the Secretary of State that he was prepared to 
take up the discussion of the abolishment of extraterritorial rights 
in China. 

I referred to the American note of November 1, and stated that 
I took it for granted that in sending him these instructions his 
Government was prepared to accept the American proposal for the 
gradual abolishment of extraterritoriality. The Chinese Minister 
hesitated a moment and reminded me that his Goveriunent was 
anxious to have these rights done away with by the first of January. 
I said that we, of course, understood, that in our note we had stated 
what we were prepared to do. 

I asked the Chinese Minister whether he had any formal or written 
communication to make. He asked me whether I expected them 
to make a reply to our last note. I said that I did not necessarily 
expect that, as long as we understood clearly the terms under which 
such discussions as we might have were to be conducted. 

The Chinese Minister reminded me that in the last sentence of the 
Chinese note of September 5, the Chinese Government had made a 
very significant statement, as follows : 

“It is with this last object in view that the Chinese Government [now] 
requests the American Government to enter into immediate discus- 
sions with [the] authorized representatives Irefresentaivv^ of the 
Chinese Government for making the necessary arrangement [s] 
whereby extraterritoriality in China will be abolished to the mutual 
satisfaction of both Governments.” 

He emphasized the fact that they were prepared to discuss a plan 
that would be mutually acceptable to the two Governments. I took 
it that he desired me to draw the inference from this that the Chinese 
Government was prepared to consider the matter on the basis of 
the American note. 

I told the Chinese Minister that it would simplify matters very 
much for us and for him if his Government could furnish us with 
some plan or some proposal to this end. He said that they had no 
plan nor proposal to submit but would like to see any proposal that 
we might care to make. I told him I felt this was a matter that 
could be worked out if we discussed it with good intent and a serious 
desire to reach an agreement under which the two countries could 
feel that the question of extraterritoriality would settle itself. 

The Minister asked me to convey this information to the Secretary 
and I promised that I would. 

N[elsok] T. J[ohnsoit] 
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711.933/169 

m 

Memorandpm hy the AssistaTit Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] November 14, 1^29. 

The Chinese Minister called today and asked me when we could 
begin discussions on the question which he had referred to in his 
conversation with me of the eleventh when he had told me that his 
Government had instructed him to take up the question of extraterri- 
toriality. I told him I could not tell him now as the Secretary was 
away and the matter required some thought and it would take a little 
time. He stated that he thought the discussions could take place after 
we had consented to commence them. I told him it would probably 
require quite a little discussion as it was a matter that needed a good 
deal of thought. He said that time was flying by. I assented to this 
but pointed out that it was a matter that had been under consideration 
for quite a long time, that the situation had existed for many years 
and that we could well afford to consider very carefully what we were 
going to do before reaching any definite conclusions. 

I stated that I hoped there was no truth in the rumors and reports 
that were constantly being referred to in print that the Chinese 
Government intended by unilateral action to denounce extraterri- 
torial privileges on January first of foreigners. The Minister stated 
he had no information as to what their plans are, but from newspaper 
statements and rumors which he had heard and personal letters, he 
believed there was a considerable body of influential opinion in favor 
of that. I stated that I thought it would be a grave mistake on 
the part of the Chinese to do this, that the American Government 
would not feel it was in any way hostile to China nor would it like 
the idea of even seeming to act under the lash of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment; that if there was any danger of this it might seem better 
to consider the matter more carefully and more at leisure. 

The Minister stated that neither his Government nor his people 
had any desire to give the impression that they were in any way 
hostile to the American people or to the American Government, but 
that naturally there was a large body of public opinion in China 
constantly pressing the Chinese Government to get rid of the extra- 
territorial rights of foreigners and that they were forced to take 
such steps as would seem possible to that end. 

The Minister asked me when he might be informed as to our in- 
tentions with regard to extraterritoriality and I told him that just 
as soon as the Secretary returned and I could discuss the matter with 
him I would inform him. 


N[EiiSON] T. J[ohnson] 
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Tll.933/172 

MemoraThdum T)y the Assistcmt Secretary of State {J ohnson) of a Gott 
' oersation Between the Aotmg Secretary of Stodge amd the British 
Charge {Campbell) 

[ Washington J November 15, 1929. 
Mr. Campbell called upon the Acting Secretary to say that under 
instructions from his Government he desired to inform us that his 
Government hoped that we would not reach final conclusions with 
regard to instructions to Mr. MacMurray on the subject of Chinese 
extraterritoriality until his Government had an opportunity to pre- 
sent through him their reasons for the abolishment of extraterritorial 
rights by categories of cases rather than by geographical areas. He 
stated that he had in his possession these arguments and would like to 
present them at some convenient time. 

The Acting Secretary asked me if I could see Mr. Campbell on the 
subject and I told Mr. Campbell at his convenience I would discuss 
the matter with him. 

Mr. Campbell also stated that his Government bad been ap- 
proached by the Chinese Government to begin separate negotiations 
on this subject and his Government had replied that it could not 
agree to separate negotiations, that it thought negotiations should 
be undertaken in Peking and that it also felt that negotiations should 
be conducted jointly with the powers. Mr. Campbell stated that he 
had been instructed to ask whether we agreed with that point of 
view. Mr. Campbell was told that the matter had not been con- 
sidered or settled yet but that we would be very glad to inform bim 
on this matter before final instructions were sent. 

N[elbon] T. J[oHNsoisr] 


Tll.933/187 

Memoromdmm by the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) of 
a Conversation With the British Charge {Campbell) 

[Washington,] November 18, 1929. 

Mr. Campbell of the British Embassy came in to see me and read 
to me from the attached document setting forth the British point 
of view in regard to what might be done toward meeting the Chinese 
on the subject of extraterritoriality. Mr. Campbell stated that his 
Government was very anxious to find some common ground upon 
which we could work jointly in this matter and that it preferred 
that the negotiations take place in Nanking rather than in London 
for the British Government. I told Mr. Campbell that we had not 


“Joseph P. Cotton, Under Secretary of State. 
"Not printed. 
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reached any decision in the matter, that we were interested in the 
British point of view, and that personally I was attracted by the view 
set forth, namely, that extraterritoriality be extinguished by cate- 
gories of cases rather than by a process involving geographic areas. 
I said that so far as negotiations were concerned we had in our last 
note told the Chinese we were prepared to discuss the matter with 
them at their convenience and that we might find it difficult to refuse 
to discuss the matter here in Washington if the Chinese insisted; 
that in any case we should be glad to find some program upon which 
we could jointly agree. 

iT[ELsoN] T. J[ohnson] 

711.933/170 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 19, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received November 20 — 9:20 a. m.] 

1009. Legation’s 970, November T, 8 p. m. 

1. At a meeting of the interested Ministers today French Minister 
stated that in reply to his note of November 1, he had received from 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs a note dated November 9th, in which 
it was urged that the French Minister should proceed to Nanking as 
soon as possible to discuss the abolition of extraterritoriality. The 
French Minister proposed to answer that he was prepared to accept 
this proposal when the Chinese Government should have made a 
concrete proposal on the subject which might be transmitted to the 
French Government for its consideration and the issuance of appro- 
priate instructions. 

2. The Dutch Charge d’Affaires stated that he had received a 
similar note from Nanking and that he would seek to obtain from his 
Government authority to make a reply similar to that outlined by 
the French Minister. 

3. The British Minister and myself stated that we had as yet re- 
ceived no reply to our respective notes of November 1st but that we 
had inquired by telegraph of our Consuls at Nanking whether such 
reply had been received for transmission. 

MacMtjerat 


711,933/171 : Telegram 

The Mimister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 20, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
[Received November 21 — ^2 : 55 a. m.] 
lOlA My 1009, November 19, 6 p. m., last paragraph. Following 
from American Consul at Nanking: 
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‘^November 19, 12 p. m. Wang informed me tonight that, knowing 
that the American Minister was leaving Peiping, he had telegraphed 
his views, in reply to the American extraterritoriality note of Novem- 
ber 1st, to Chinese Minister in Washington for communication to 
Department of State.” 

MacMurrat 


793,003/190 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ohina {MaeM'wrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 20, 1929 — 10 p. m. 

[Received November 21 — ^2 :55 a.m.] 

1018. Local press today carri^ article, pertinent portions of whicli 
follow: 

“Determination to effect the abolition of extraterritoriality on 
January 1st next was reaffirmed by Dr. C. T. Wang, Monday®* 
morning, according to Chinese telegraphic advices from Nanking. 
Touching on the subject of extraterritoriality, the Foreign Minister 
said that China was the only country in the world where this archaic 
system prevailed, and that the Chinese report says that the Nanking 
Government has decided not recognize the rendition agreement which 
was negotiated by Dr, V. C. IK.'] Ting and the foreign consuls in 
Shanghai in 1926 when General Sun Chuan-fang was at the head 
of the Kiangsu provincial government.” 

MacMtjeeax 


711.983/174 

Memorandum, hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] November 21, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister asked the Secretaiy in the course of con- 
versation today whether he had reached any decision with regard 
to the question of extraterritoriality, on which subject he had 
spoken some time before. The Secretary stated that he thought he 
had made his position on this subject quite clear to the Chinese Gov- 
ernment in the note which had been despatched on November 1, 
namely, that we were prepared to discuss the question with the 
Chinese at their convenience with a view to the gradual relinquish- 
ment of extraterritorial rightSj such relinquishment to proceed with 
certain steps to he taken by the Chinese in the establishment of 
courts and the preparation of these agencies for the protection of 
American r ights about to be turned over to them. The Secretary 

November 18, 

See Foreign Relations, 1926. vol. i, pp. 1023 ff. 
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stated that he supposed that the Chinese accepted this point of 
view; otherwise the Minister would not be proposing discussions. 
The Minister agreed, referring to the note of his Government stating 
that they desired to enter into discussions with a view to finding 
a method that would he mutually acceptable to the two countries. 
Naturally he realized that if it were just an expression on their side 
of what they wanted and an expression on our side that we would 
not give them what they wanted but would give them something 
else, that five minutes would be all that would be necessary to com- 
plete such discussion. The Secretary stated that naturally in this 
matter he wanted time to consider the various aspects of the question, 
that a number of propositions had been made. It had been proposed 
that relinquishment might be by geographic areas ; it had also been 
proposed that relinquishment might be by categories of cases. He 
himself would naturally wish to keep himself informed of the at- 
titude of other countries, particularly of the British with regard to 
this matter; also he would wish to consult the American representa- 
tives in the field who were acquainted with the situation. He told the 
Chinese Minister that he would have to bear with him at this time 
as he was very much occupied with various matters and hoped that 
he would discuss these matters with Mr. J ohnson and bring him in 
whenever it might be necessary. The Chinese Minister stated that 
he would do this. 

N[ELSoir] T. J [ohnson] 


793.003/191 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 21, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received November 22 — 5:60 a. m.] 

1024. My 1018, November 20, 10 p. m. 

Under date line of Na nkin g, November 20, Reuter carries the 
following ; 

“It is learned in reliable quarters that the National Government 
has decided to issue a declaration on January 1 next announcing the 
aWogation of extraterritoriality in China. 

A Foreign OfGice spokesman this afternoon stated that the step 
does not mean abrogation of China’s treaties with the powers. Only 
the clauses pertaining to the exercise of extraterritorial rights in 
China will be abolished.” 

MacMubbat 



628 FOEasKScsr ee[Lations, 1929, volume n 

793,003/195 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (PerMns) to the Secretary of State 

. Peiping, November 26, 1929 — 6 p. ij^ 

[Received November 27 — 6: 30 a. 

1044. 1. At meeting yesterday of the interested Heads of Legation 
French Minister and Dutch Charge distributed memoranda giving the 
views of their respective Governments concerning the outline of the 
basis upon which the British Government considers negotiations 
might he held with a view to the gradual relinquishment of eirtra- 
territoriality (Legation’s 977, November 9, 4 p. m.). Both rep- 
resentatives said that they would request their home Governments 
to telegraph these views to the other interested capitals. I am there- 
fore refraining from telegraphing the text of the memorandum. 

2. British Minister stated that his Government had already given 
a warning to the Chinese Minister in London against the unilateral 
denunciation of extraterritoriality. At a meeting of the Anglo* 
American Association in Peiping November 22, Lord Hailsham; chief 
British delegate to the Kyoto conference of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations and former Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, stated that 
he had heard a “rumor” that the Chinese Government intended uni- 
laterally to abolish “extraterritoriality” by the end of the present 
year but that he declined to believe it. He stated that China was 
trying quite rightly to impress upon the powers its fitness to take 
its place among them as a sovereign state but that he was convinced 
that Chinese would not regard treaties as scraps of paper. China was 
not going to give its detractors an excuse to say that it was capable 
of tearing up its obligations. He does not think that the Chinese 
Government would be so careless of their country’s honesty. I have 
reason to believe that Hailsham was prompted by Lampson to make 
the foregoing remarks. 

3. British Minister stated that his Government had refused a 
request from the Chinese Government to hold negotiations in Ijondon 
with regard to extraterritoriality. He also said that if the Chinese 
Government were to make a unilateral denunciation there would seem 
to be no advantage in his proceeding to Nanking to undertake nego- 
tiations upon this subject. Lampson also raised the question whether, 
in the event of unilateral denunciation, the interested powers might 
not be ajDle to unite upon some common action in the matter. In this 
regard he expressed the belief that as a result of the general foreign 
reaction to the present Sino-Soviet controversy China was at the 
moment much more sensitive to world opinion than in the recent past. 

Perkins 


Telegram in three sections. 
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711.933/180 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {PerTcins^ to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 27, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received November 27 — 6 : 30 a. m.] 

1047. Regarding Legation’s 1044, November 26, 6 p. m. Following 
from the Kuo Wen News Agency, Nanking, November 25th: 

“Waichiaopu has instructed Dr. Alfred Sze and Dr. C. C. Wu to 
request the British and American Governments to appoint delegates 
before January 1st to discuss a method for the settlement oi the 
extraterritoriality question. 

, says that the National Grovernment has decided to 

abolish consular jurisdiction on January 1st as this is essential to the 
existence and development of China as an independent and sovereign 
nation and that, while recognizing that China’s treaties with Great 
Britain and tlm United States still have several years to run, it shows 
that the two Governments will recognize the justice of Chinese de- 
mands and proceed to negotiate with the Chinese Government for a 
revision of the present anomalous situation. 

According to reliable information Dr. Sze and Dr. Wu have been 
negotiatmg with the British and American Governments for some 
time and an early understanding is anticipated.” 

Pekkins 

793.003/195 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in China {PerJcins) 

[Paraphrase] 

WAsmNGToisr, November 29, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

398. Reference your 1044, November 26, 6 p. m. Regarding your 
paragraph 1 : You are informed, for your discreet use if necessary, 
that the British Embassy has furnished the Department with a 
lengthy and detailed statement,^®®- in rather general terms, of the prin- 
ciples the British Government believes should be followed to effect 
arrangements with China for the gradual relinquishing of extraterri- 
toriality. The Department is studying these suggestions, and they 
have been discussed with a member of the British Embassy staff. 
As yet, however, the Department has not formulated its views in 
reply, nor has it committed itself either as regards a date to begin 
discussions or as regards any special plan. 

Cabk 


711.933/213 

Memorandum "by the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[WAsmisrGTOi7,] December 2, 1929. 
The Chinese Minister called upon me this morning, by arrange- 
ment, pursuant to the conversation which he had with the Secretary 

Not printed. 
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on November 21, to discuss the question of extraterritcriality. 
brought with him Mr. Liang, a secretary of the Legation, whom he 
.introduced to me and stated that he had brought him along as of 
possible assistance in answering any questions as Mr. Liang had been 
In the Provisional Court at Shanghai. ... 

After some conversation on extraneous subjects the rihinoge Mig . 
ister referred to the question of extraterritoriality and I hnTi«^^^ ^ 
him, and gave a copy thereof to Mr. Liang, the attached statement. 
Upon reading it the Chinese Minister commented that it was the 
final paragraph of our note to the Chinese Government in i^ply to 
their note asking for the abolishment of extraterritoriality.®* I said 
that it was and that as it stated, it was the only basis upon which 
we were prepared to conduct the negotiations and I desired to give 
it to him and use it myself as the basis from which we would begin' 
any discussion we might have. I pointed out to the Minister that 
this communication raised two questions which would have to be 
settled and I wished to propoimd to him now the first question, and 
I asked him whether he had any suggestion to offer, for his part of 
a method for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights 
either^ as to designated territorial areas or as to particular kinds of 
jurisdiction, or as to both. 

The Chinese Minister said he had no suggestion to make, as 
his Government desired the abolishment of extraterritoriality natur- 
ally they would have no suggestion to make. 

1 replied to him that that seemed to put the entire responsibility 
upon us of devising a means for the gradual abolishment of extra- 
territoriality and that discussions could only continue in case he 
would be willing to consider some method that we might propose, 
inasmuch as we were not prepared to accept the Chinese Government’s 
only -proposal, namely, that of immediate abolishment. 

The Chinese Minister stated that he felt that if we could agree on 
abolishment that then it would be possible for them to discuss how 
that might be accomplished. I stated that it was obvious that we 
could not agree on sudden or i mm ediate abolishment. The Minister 
stated that he felt that file abolishment, whether immediate, sudden or 
^adual was all the same thing. I stat^ that might be as it might be. 

sa^ that in view of the fact that his Government was placing upon 
us ^e entire responsibOity for devising a method for the gradual 
abolishment of extraterritoriality it now remained for me to con- 
sider some method. I said that we had been unable as yet to deter- 
mme on an y particular method but were considering several lines of 

telegram No. 264, August 1. to the Min- 
text, see note of May 2 from the Chinese Min- 
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thought. I said that one line we were considering contemplated the 
possibility of enforcing Chinese law through the instrumentality of 
American judicial tribunals now existing in China, hut that before 
we could reach any definite conclusions as to the efficacy of such a 
method, I would need to have from him some information along the 
lines of the second question laid down in this communication which 1 
had hainded to him, namely, as to what steps had been taken and what 
improvements had been achieved by the Chinese Government in the 
enactment and effective enforcement of laws based on modem concepts 
of jurisprudence. I asked him if he was prepared to give me any 
information with regard to that which we could have for study. 

The Minister said he thought that he could give us some information. 
I asked him specifically for copies of laws which had been promul- 
gated and which had been enforced. I pointed out that I already 
possessed a copy of the first book of the Civil Code of the Eepublic 
of China covering the general principles of the code promulgated by 
the National Government on the 23 of May, 1929. He asked n;e what 
I thought of it. I told him that in so far as I had been able to read it, 
it seemed a very interesting and valuable contribution, but the most 
important part remained to be seen, namely, the civil code of the laws 
and I asked him whether he had a copy of that and he told me he had 
not, that it was not yet finished and that it covered a range of subjects 
which would probably be the most difficult to codify and that it would 
probably be the last code that would be completed. I said this code 
was of profound interest to us in any discussion of this subject that we 
might have and that I would like to have any and all information that 
he could give me in regard to it and also in regard to the establishment 
and maintenance of courts for the enforcement of these laws. 

The Chinese Minister promised to gather this information for me. 
The conversation here ended. 

N[ia^soN] T. J[ohnson] 


793.003/197 : Telegram ^ 

The Charge in China {Perhirs^ to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Peeping, December 3, 1929 — ^ p. m. 
[Received December 3 — 1 p. m.] 

10T4. (1) The contents of the Department’s 898, November 29, 

8 p. m., were reported today by me in a conversation with the British 
Minister. 

(2) He informed me that the Chinese Minister in London on 
November 25 told Wellesley of the Foreign Office that the Chinese 
Government had decided on abrogation next January 1 of extraterri- 
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torial rights and intends establishing at Harbin, Tientsin, j 

Shanghai, and Canton, modern courts in which foreign advisers 
to be employed without the right to interfere in decisions, Ciyil 
suits between foreigners may be tried in courts outside China, wh^e 
the judgments so found may be enforced in Chinese courts on ^ 
condition that they are not repugnant to the laws and customs of 
China. . . . Apparently the Chinese Minister simply made an oral 
statement, without handing in a written communication. 

(3) I should welcome instructions at as early a date as possih^B 
from the Department regarding the attitude which the Legation ^ 
consular officers in China are to take in the event that the Chinese 
Government’s purposes, as described above, should be carried out. 


711.933/183 

The Chinese Minister (C. C. Wu) to the Assistant Secretary] of State 

{Johnson) 

Washington-, December 3, 192^ 
Dear Me. Johnson: Herewith the memorandum you wanted yes- 
terday which I have been able to prepare with the present available 
material. 

Will you let me know when you will be ready for the next Con- 
ference ? 

I thank you for your promptness in sending me copy of the Ameri- 
can Government’s communication last evening.^® 

Yours very sincerely, Chao-Chu Wxj 

[Enclosure] 

The Chinese Legation to the Department of State 
Memorandum: 


In November 1928, Mr. Chao-Chu Wu submitted a memorandum 
on the Present Administration of Justice in China to the State De- 
partment.®® The present memorandum is supplementary to it and 
brings it up to date. 

During the last twelve months or so, the following principal points 
of progress may be noted. 

1. Besides the revised Criminal Code promulgated on March 10, 
1928, and effective on September 1, 1928, a Code of Criminal Pro- 


** Presumably relating to the conflict between China and the Soviet Union; 
see the Secretary’s statement of December 2, 1929, Department of State, 
Releases, December 7, 1929 (PubUcation No. 23), p. 83. 

Not printed. . 
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cedure has been promulgated, which went into effect on September 
1, 1928. These two codes, as far as their technique is concerned, com- 
pare favorably with the best modern codes of the world, and their 
workability has been sufficiently proved by more than one year of 
judicial application. As a consequence, the administration of crim- 
inal justice in China has been brought to a higher plane than at any 
time since the establishment of the Republic. 

2. Definite and remarkable progress has been made in the difficult 
and important task of making the Civil Code. 

(A) A portion, the most important portion of the Civil Code, was 
promulgated on May 23, 1929, and came into force on October 10, 
1929. This is Book I of the Code, containing the General Pro- 
visions and consisting of 7 chapters and 152 articles. 

(B) The Legislative Principles for the portion or Book of the 
Code dealing with Obligations have been determined. Its comple- 
tion and promulgation may be expected in the very near future. 

(C) It has been decided that there will be no separate Commercial 
Code, but that the Civil Code will comprise the Commercial Code 
as well, while separate laws will be devoted to such subjects as Com- 
panies, Negotiable Instruments, Insurance, etc. This decision has 
been dictated by the example of Anglo-Saxon countries and by the 
trend of modern thought. 

3. A new Law of Nationality was promulgated on February 5, 1929. 

4: Before a new law is framed or an old Law amended, the legis- 
lators have been adopting the practice of determining certain guiding 
principles in advance. When such ‘^Legislative Principles”, as they 
are called, have been laid down, subsequent effort is naturally much 
facilitated and the work is soon completed. Legislative Principles 
have been determined and announced inter alia for the following 
pieces of legislation of interest to aliens : 

(A1 Book of Obligations of the Civil Code, mentioned above. 

TB) Land Law. 

(C) Factory Law. 

5. A general plan for establishing new courts and increasing the 
number of judges and procurators in the existing courts has been 
worked. For instance, the Supreme Court had originally two Divi- 
sions for civil cases and two Divisions for criminal cases. Recently 
two Divisions for civil cases and one Division for criminal cases were 
added and the number of judges and procurators were increased 
accordingly. More district courts and high courts are being estab- 
lished in accordance with a fixed scheme. Judicial power is being 
taken from the local magistrates and placed in the hands of those 
specially trained for performing judicial duties. 
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The French Erribassy to the Department of State^ 


The French Government has been informed by a note of tif§ 
Chinese Legation in Paris, dated November 26th, of the desire j 
the Chinese Government that the privileges of extraterritoriality^! 
suppressed as from January 1st 1930. The Government of Nankjii|! 
has requested the Government of the Eepublic to designate a pleni- 
potentiary to negotiate on this subject. This step would seem % 
indicate that the favorable answers made by the interested Pow!^'* 
on November 1st to the Chinese note of September 7th did not ha^e 
for effect, as was expected, to bring the Nationalist Government tk) 
renounce to his [its} project of arbitrary denunciation of the treaties 
on January 1st next. 

Under these conditions, the French Government deems it advisable 
to remind the Chinese authorities of the obligation which befalls theiii 
to endeavor to solve only by pacific means and judicial methods such 
a question as extraterritoriality which involves in the first place a 
point of law and concerns the statutes of persons and property. 

It is the intention of the French Government to reply shortly, in* 
this direction, to the Chinese Minister, reminding him that the^ 
French Envoy in China has already entered into negotiations on 
this subject with the Chinese Government and also calling his atten- 
tion to the attitude adopted following the French notes of October 
9th 1928, and October [Augicst?^ 10th and November 1st 1929. In 
stating the impossibility in which it finds itself to accept for the 
solution of the question of extraterritoriality a date imperative and 
arbitrarily chosen, which is justified neither in fact nor by right, the 
Government of the Eepublic would specify that only an agreement 
established by mutual consent between France and China may inter- 
vene to that effect, adding that at all events its consent could not 
be given to the immediate total suppression of extraterritoriality, the 
guarantees accorded to the French citizens in China, particularly by 
the Treaty of 1858 containing dispositions which may be modified 
only by the process of gradual devolution and in conformity with 
article 40 of said Treaty. The French Government will conclude 
in stating that it does not doubt that the Chinese Government shares 
this pomt of view and agrees entirely with the Government of the 
Eepublic in its endeavor to solve exclusively by judicial methods and 
pacific means this important point of law. 


datiS of State as an enclosure to a personal note 

Thii French Ambassador; received December 4. 
M ^ enclosed a n^sum^ of the instructions of 

Peking about extraterritoriality. I should be 
pleased to have your point of view about this question 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France is studying the sug- 
gestions made by the representatives of the various Powers at Peking 
to apply articles 13 and 15 of the League of Nations [Covenant] in 
the event of the denunciation of the treaties by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. It finds preferable however, for the present at least, to have 
recourse to the Permanent Court of Justice at the Hague. 

M. Briand believes that the* time has come to call the attention of 
the Government of Nanking upon the responsibility which befalls 
it in the event of its endeavor to solve the question of extraterrito- 
riality by means other than judicial and pacific./. 

Washington’, December 3, 1929. 


711 . 933/187 

The Assistant Secretary of State {JoTmson) to the British Charge 

{Oamjj^hell) 

Washington, December 4, 1929. 

My Dear Mr. CAMPBEnn: I have delayed somewhat overlong re- 
plying to your note of November eighteenth,®^ chiefly because of 
the pressure of events. 

I wish to thank you for your kindness in furnishing me with a 
copy of the proposals of His Majesty’s Government for dealing with 
the question of extraterritoriality in China.®* I enclose, in the form 
of an Aide Memoire^ the comments which the Department has to 
make upon these proposals and which you will wish to commimicate 
to your Government. Copies of both memoranda will be telegraphed 
to our Legation at Peking. As you will observe from this comment, 
we have informed the Government of China that we are prepared 
to enter into negotiations, “when convenient to the Chinese Govern- 
ment,” which shall have as their object the devising of a method 
for the gradual relinquishment of extraterritorial rights either as to 
designated territorial areas or as to particular kinds of jurisdiction, 
or as to both, provided that such gradual relinquishment proceeds at 
the same time as steps are taken and improvements are achieved by the 
Chinese Government in the enactment of laws based on modern con- 
cepts of jurisprudence. 

I may say that we desire to cooperate with and work with the 
other Governments in this matter and desire to be informed of 
progress made by the other Governments in any negotiations which 
they may undertake as we shall endeavor at all times to keep the 
other interested Governments informed of what progress we may 
make. 


“Not printed. 
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This Government has already had conversations with the Chiiese 
Minister here in Washington on the subject, although no 
progress has been made. We therefore feel that we must contin^ 
such conversations here, if the Chinese Government so desires. 

For the information of your Government, I enclose a copy of a 
draft of a proposal which we are considering for possible presenta- 
tion to the Chinese Minister here in connection with these conversa- 
tions.®^ You will note that the idea upon which it is based is that 
of applying Chinese law in American courts in China after ^ch 
laws have been examined by a commission to be set up. This is one 
of several possible proposals which we have under consideration. 

Very truly yours, NEnsoN TnxrsnER Johnson 

[Enclosure] 

The De'partment of State to the British Embassy 
Atde Memoire 

Careful consideration has been given to the Aide Memoire left by 
the British Charge with Mr. Johnson on November 18, 1929, and the 
Department of State has the following comments to make in regard 
to the principles which in the opinion of His Majesty’s Government 
should govern any attempt to discover a solution of the problem of 
the abolition of extraterritoriality. 

1. The American Government is happy to find itself in agreement 
with His Majesty’s Government in the view that “the abolition of 
extraterritoriality must be a gradual and evolutionary process, and 
the extent of the initial modifications that can be made in the pres- 
ent system and the rate of subsequent progress must be determined by 
the extent to which the Chinese Government accept this proposition 
and the nature of the safeguards that they may be willing to erect 
at each stage of the process.” 

In its note to the National Government of the Republic of China 
of August 10, 1929 the American Government stated that it would 
be ready “if the suggestion should meet with the approval of the 
Chinese Government, to participate in negotiations which would 
have as their object the devising of a method for the gradual re- 
linquishment of extraterritorial rights either as to designated terri- 
torial areas or as to particular kinds of jurisdiction, or as to both, 
provided that such gradual relinquishment proceeds at the same time 
as steps are taken and improvements are achieved by the Chinese 
Government in the enactment and effective enforcement of laws 
based on modern concepts of jurisprudence.” And again on Novem- 

®*For text ot proposal, see annex 2 to Assistant Secretary Johnson’s memo- 
randum of December 21, 1929, p. 657. 
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ber 1, 1929 the American Government restated its position conclud- 
ing with the following : 

‘‘However, assuming that the Chinese Government has not failed 
to take into consideration the main points set forth in my note of 
August 10, and desiring as far as possible to meet the wishes of 
the Chinese Government, my Government is prepared to enter into 
negotiations, when convenient to the Chinese Government, which 
shall have as their object, as indicated in the concluding paragraph 
of my note of August 10, ‘the devising of a method for the gradual 
relinquishment oi extraterritorial rights either as to designated 
territorial areas or as to particular kinds of jurisdiction, or as to 
both, provided that such gradual relinquishment proceeds at the 
same time as steps are taken and improvements are achieved by 
the Chinese Government in the enactment and effective enforcement 
of laws based on modern concepts of jurisprudence.’” 

2. The American Government finds itself disposed to concur in the 
objections raised by His Majesty’s Government to the proposal 
that extraterritorial jurisdiction be dealt with by geographic areas. 
It agrees that there is better chance of success in dealing with 
the matter by categories of cases but feels that it may be that in the 
course of any negotiations that may take place it may be desirable 
to discuss both principles. 

In dealing with the question by categories of cases the American 
government concurs in the belief of His Majesty’s Government that 
the method of transfer of jurisdiction should be in the general order 
(1) civil cases, (2) criminal cases and (3) personal status matters. 

3. The American Government is giving consideration to the ques- 
tion of the possibility of applying Chinese law progressively to con- 
troversies involving American citizens as defendants through the 
instrumentality of the American consular courts and the United 
States Court for China, This suggestion was made by the Commis- 
sion on Extraterritoriality. The American Government agrees with 
His Majesty’s Government that this method would help to bring 
to the attention of the Chinese Government the necessity of adopting 
codes and of making them universally applicable throughout China. 

4. The American Government agrees with the view of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government that in applying the principle of transfer by 
categories of cases the most that can be envisaged as practicable in 
the near future is the transfer of jurisdiction in civil cases. This 
Government finds it somewhat difSicult, however, to understand how 
this is to be accomplished and still pursue the policy outlined in 
paragraph eight of the Aide Memoire of His Majesty’s Government, 
namely, that suits between British subjects should continue to be 
heard in British courts. The American Government since February 
23, 1927 has not been insisting upon the right of American citizens 
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to be represented in Chinese courts by American consular 
cers thus putting into effect the recommendation of the Commissii^'., 
on Extraterritoriality on that point and is urging its citizens to take ' 
their cases into the modem courts of China. Thus if there is to be 
any further step in regard to American civil cases it must be in 
the direction of placing sudi cases within the jurisdiction of the ; ' 

modem Chinese comts. . . 

6. The American Government concurs with the view of His Majes- 
ty’s Government that if and when jurisdiction in any class or classes 
of civil cases is to be transferred to a Chinese Court it would appear ' 
to be more satisfactory that that court should be a modern court 
officially organized under the existing system of judicial administra- 
tion and properly staffed, rather than a special court created to meet 
the situation. 

6. The American Government agrees with the views of His Majes- 

ty’s Government that it will be necessary to examine carefully the 
Chinese codes before any decision can be reached in regard to the 
transfer of any class of cases subject to such codes. i 

7. The American Government is happy to find itself generally ii!* 
agreement with the views expressed by His Majesty’s Government in • 
regard to the question of safeguards. While it is not as yet prepared 
to commit itself to any particular view in regard to the employment 
by the Chinese Government of foreign judges, the question is being 
considered. 

8. The views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to suits be- 
tween British subjects have been discussed in connection with para- 
graph four. The American Government would like to be further 
enlightened in regard to this question. 

9. The American Government would be interested in any sugges- 
tions that His Majesty’s Government may have to make looking to 
the protection of foreign shipping and the question of the enforce- 
ment of Chinese taxation. 

10. The American Government feels doubt with regard to any 
attempt to distinguish between types of criminal cases feeling that 
abuses are likely to be perpetrated to as great an extent in petty 
cases as in others. Consideration is being given, however, to this 
suggestion. 

11. The American Government agrees with His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that the administrative aspect of extraterritoriality will need 
careful consideration and would welcome any suggestions that His 
Majesty’s Government may have to make as to the nature of the 
stipulations that should be included in any understanding intended 
to protect aliens against domiciliary visits and vexatious inspections 
made for the purpose of collecting taxes and enforcing regulations. 

Wabhingtoit, December 4, 1929. 
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711.933/214 

Merriorand/umri hy the Assistwrct Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washingfton',] December 5, 1929. 

In the course of conversation today the Chinese Minister stated 
to the Secretary that he felt that he was not making any great 
progress in his conversations with Mr. Johnson on the subject of 
extraterritoriality. The Secretary stated to the Chinee Minister 
that he had been told by Mr. Johnson of his conversation with the 
Minister; that Mr. Johnson had explained that the Minister had 
stated that the Chinese Government was interested in abolishment 
of extraterritoriality and had no means short of that end to suggest. 
The Secretary stated that he felt sure that the Minister and also his 
Government understood quite clearly the basis on which we were 
ready to discuss the question, all of which has been very clearly out- 
lined in his note to the Minister’s Government, and he wondered 
whether the Minister was authorized to discuss on that basis. He 
said that he felt that if he was authorized to discuss on that basis 
it ought to be possible for him and for Mr. Johnson, as two men of 
good intentions and with a keen knowledge of the conditions in 
China, to reach some conclusions that might lead to results. The 
Minister stated that he was authorized to consider the abolishment 
of extraterritoriality according to some method that would be mutu- 
ally acceptable to the two Governments ; that he felt that Mr. John- 
son was freer in this matter than he was and that he hoped that 
Mr. Johnson would be able to offer him something that could be 
discussed. The Secretary stated that he thought that the Minister 
ought to be able to forget the detailjs and get down to the possibilities. 
The Secretary asked Mr. Johnson whether he had spoken to the 
Minister about the several ways that had been under consideration, 
whether by geographic areas or categories of cases and Mr. Johnson 
said that he had. The Secretary expressed the hope that the Chinese 
Minister and Mr. Johnson would find it possible to discuss frankly 
these questions and lead to some conclusion that they could work upon. 

N[EiiSON'] T. J[oBnsrsoi7] 


793,003/203 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase! 

* 

Peiping, December 7, 1929—4: p. m. 
[Keceived December 7 — 3 : 35 p. m.] 
1104:. (1) At yesterday’s meeting of the interested Legation heads, 

the British Minister gave his colleagues the information I reported 
in my 1074, December 3, 7 p. m., paragraph 2, and also the substance 
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of telegrams later received from liondon. Sir Miles liampson,^! 
maintained, in his communications to the Foreign Office, that 
Chinese threat to carry out unilaterally the abrogation of extrar 
territoriality directly cuts across the offer by the foreign governments 
to negotiate and that, until the Chinese attitude has been modiie^ 
it is, therefore, highly inadvisable to start negotiations. The pcj4“ 
tion of the British Foreign Office, on the other hand, is that 
opening of negotiations before J anuary 1 is the best safeguard 
against Chinese unilateral action. The F oreign Office states also 
that the brief intervening period does not permit the interested Gov- 
ernments to give the question further mutual study and Lampso^ 
should warn his colleagues that the Chinese in calling for separate 
negotiations are quite within their rights because the treaties are 
not multilateral. The Foreign Office points out that, time beiag 
of the essence in the matter, Lampson should be ready immediately 
to proceed to Nanking. Again reaffirming the view that it is not 
advisable to yield to Chinese threats, Lampson, however, states in 
reply his readiness, if so directed by the Foreign Office, to proceed 
to Nanking. He expects final instructions at any moment. 

(2) The French Minister said that the Chinese Minister in Paris, 
in a note dated November 26, communicated his Government’s inten- 
tion to abrogate the extraterritorial rights of France on January 1 
and the request for negotiations to commence at once. The French 
Government purposes replying that the Chinese right to take such 
action cannot be recognised and only by juridical means can the ques- 
tion be determined. The death of Minister Saburi having interfered 
naturally for the time being with the progress of treaty revision, the 
Japanese Charge had nothing to communicate on the subject. 

(3) I informed my colleagues of the substance of the Department’s 
398, November 29, 6 p. m. 

Peekiks 


793.003/201 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 7, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received December 8 — 11 : 50 a. m.®®] 

1103. Following from the American Consul at Nanking in reply 
to the Legation’s request for an expression of his opinion as to the 
likeliljood of the alleged reports unilaterally abrogating extraterri- 
toriality January 1st : 

“December 7, 7 p. m. Tour December 5, 3 p. m. 

1. 1 believe that prior to the October outbreak in Honan the Chinese 
Government was definitely shaping its course towards a unilateral 

Telegram lu five sections. 
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declaration abolishing extraterritoriality on January 1st, 1930* This 
was evidenced by the abolition of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs, 
the appointment in September by the Judicial Yuan of preparatoi^ 
committee to arrange for the assumption by Chinese courts of jurisdic- 
tion over foreigners, the hastening of efforts to complete the compila- 
tion of the new civil code, repeated and undenied press items purport- 
ing to be statements by responsible government oiEcials that extraterri- 
toriality would be abolished on January 1st and the deliberate creation 
by the Government of a public expectancy that extraterritoriality 
would be abolished on January 1st. 

2. Now, however, I believe that the Chinese Government is uncer- 
tain as to its course with reference to extraterritoriality. 

3. When Minister MacMurray was in Nanking he asked C. T. Wang 

whether the latter had made a statement that the Chinese Govern- 
ment would undertake to abolish extraterritoriality on January 1st. 
Wang’s reply was an involved and indefinite explanation. I am 
reliably informed that Wang has just received from Thomas F. 
Millard a lengthy written analysis of the extraterritorial question and 
a strong recommendation that China refrain from attempting the 
abolition of extraterritoriality by unilateral action on the ground that 
there is a chance for a treaty with the United States on the subject 
early next year and that unilateral action would prejudice the chance 
for such a treaty. . 

4. China’s course with reference to extraterritoriality will also be 
largely influenced by domestic development. 

5. There is serious question as to whether the Government can out- 
last the year. Yesterday the Government Minister in whose intelli- 

g ence, honesty, and sincerity I have confidence, told me that he 
lought that only some lucky accident could save the present govern- 
ment. He remarked that the Pukow mutiny was very serious and 
had utterly upset Chiang Kai-shek’s plan of campaign in Kwangtung, ' 
that Wang Ching-wei is only awaiting the fall of Canton to set up an 
opposition government there, and that Eugene Chen will head the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs new government. He further said that 
C. T. Wang has been handling negotiations in the Chinese Eastern 
Railway controversy very largely without reference to the Govern- 
ment and that the disastrous result thus far of these negotiations will 
most probably force Wang to resign. He said that this was the real 
reason for Wang’s recent press statement about resignation. What 
Wang might do with respect to extraterritoriality, as a last official 
act before resignation, can only be a subject for speculation. 

6. The Government is now quite nervous and some of the Minis- 
ters are arranging to place their families in places of safety. I saw 
Chiang Kai-shek yesterday in his home and he looked worried and 
ill at ease. 

7. With reference to any steps which China would possibly take_ to 
make effective any declaration she may make undertaking to abolish 
extraterritoriality, I can only say that I believe from observation of 
the Government here that her course in this respect would be governed 
by circumspection and opportunism.” 

‘^December 6, 5 p. m. I saw J. B. Powell today and requested him 
on his own account to ask C. T. Wang what the intention of the Gov- 
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eminent is with respect to extraterritoriality. Powell tonight gaya 
me the following statement as follows : ■ ^ 

‘^Wang to Powell : If America, Great Britain and France come to 
some definite understanding with China before January 1st, wit^' 
respect to negotiations extraterritoriality, China will not take uni^ : 
lateral action. If these nations do nothing in the matter, Chine^ 
public opinion may force the Government unilaterally to declarl 
extraterritoriality abolished. But the whole thing is uncertain be- 
cause a radical government may be in power very shortly. In the. 
\that'\ event there will be no question of any negotiations. I might 
myself be a prisoner now if the Pukow mutineers had shown a littje 
more initiative. When they revolted there was nothing in KanM^ 
to stop them crossing the river and taking possession of the city.” 

Pebkins 

793.003/197 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in OMna {Perkins) 

Washington, December Y, 1929—6 p. mu 

409. Your 1074, December 3, 7 p. m., paragraph 2. The Depart- 
ment has been informed that Chinese Minister at Paris inf orme<l 
Foreign Office that the Chinese Government “desires” to abrogate 
extraterritorial rights on January 1. French Ambassador here has 
informed Department that his Government intends to make reply 
sharply calling attention of the Chinese Government to the unde- 
sirability of a unilateral denunciation. 

Should the Legation or the American consular officers in China 
'receive any statement from the Chinese authorities that a procedure 
has been established in matters involving jurisdiction over American 
citizens in China which is not in accord with the treaties and under- 
standings in force, an immediate report of the occurrence should be 
telegraphed by the Legation to the Department. 

The Department is giving earnest consideration to this whole mat- 
ter but cannot issue definite instructions regarding what is at present 
a hypothetical situation. No change in the present legal status of 
American citizens and their property and interests in China should 
be recognized by the Department’s officers unless instructions to that 
effect have been received. 

Stimson 

711.933/215 

Memorandimh by the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] December 9, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister came to see me this afternoon, at my request, 
at B . 30. After some discussion of conditions in China, from which 

Stanley K. Hornbeck was also present. 
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it appeared that the Minister either had very little information as 
to precise posture of aflfairs or was unwilling to be very definite on the 
subject, I thanked Doctor Wu for his letter of December third and 
for the enclosed memorandum attached thereto covering the various 
developments in the progress of judicial reform during the last twelve 
months. Referring to this memorandum I stated that it was very 
evident that the National Government of China was making strenu- 
ous efforts to put into effect new and modern codes of law and pro- 
cedure but that it was equally evident that the progress in this mat- 
ter was necessarily slow because of the magnitude of the task and 
that the codes were very new and untried. I expressed interest in 
the courts that were charged with the task of interpreting and enforc- 
ing these codes. The Minister handed to me the attached additional 
memorandum setting forth statistics as to the number of courts and 
their relation one to the other. 

I told the Minister that I was not without some concern as to the 
freedom with which these courts were permitted to function and 
carry out their heavy responsibility of protecting property and prop- 
erty rights. I pointed out to him that information which was coming 
to us from China indicated to me that these courts were not only faced 
with the natural difficulties due to the unfamiliarity of the lawyers 
with the law and the functions of the court, but that apparently they 
were suffering from interference by the Government itself. I pointed 
out that during recent months our information was that in the area of 
Central China alone there had been nearly half a hundred instances 
where the private homes of American citizens and buildings owned 
by them had suffered from forced occupation by troops under orders 
of the Government itself without any apparent recourse on the part 
of the sufferers to any authorities that could give relief. I stated 
that the amount of destruction of property in these cases was very 
sad and very great, that in nearly every case the soldiers while occupy- 
ing these buildings, not satisfied with peaceful occupation, had pro- 
ceeded to remove first the contents of the house and then to remove 
the woodwork, windows, doors and even roofs. I said I brought 
the matter up at this time because I felt that it indicated only too 
clearly that there was little evidence of ability on the part of the 
Chinese to give adequate protection to American property through 
their courts and under codes when the military authorities acting 
under order of the Government were so regardless of the rights of 
the civilian population. I added that there was evidence that the 
civilian authorities of the Government desired to protect American 
citizens against such invasion of their rights but that there was also 
undisputable evidence that the military were not only contemptuous 
of civilian rights but were also contemptuous of the authority of the 
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civil administration over them, paying no attention whatever to pro^- ? 
lamations, order[s] or promises given by the civil authorities. : 

The Minister stated that he was quite aware of this situation; th|t 
he himself had suffered in this regard because he had been pre;si^i 
in NanMng and had given promises and orders but that his work 
made difficult by the fact that the foreigners would be absent from 
their houses even after they were vacated and it was hardly possihie 
for them to keep the military out of vacant houses. 

I stated that it seemed to me that this was increased evidence pf 
what I was saying, namely, that the military were not inclined to p|^y 
the slightest regard to the rights of a civilian. I said that it seein^d 
to nae that this was a new phase of life in China, that I recalled 
very distinctly that during a long stay in Hunan, during which time 
the Chinese military were constantly moving here and there in the 
warfare that was then going on, that seldom, in fact I could not 
remember a case where the private property of American citizens had 
been occupied by the military, which fact led me to believe that a new 
spirit prevailed — a spirit that possibly was encouraged by those In 
authority. I said that we were very anxious to work out with the 
Chinese some process whereby these extraterritorial rights could be 
gradually done away with according to an arrangement involving 
progress on both sides. To begin with, we felt that we would like to 
see the new codes and the new courts in operation for a while in order 
that the Chinese people and American citizens living among them 
might become accustomed to this new regime that was beginning and 
acquire confidence in it and those putting it into operation. 

The Minister stated that we had not been so anxious in the case of 
Turkey; that in that matter we had accepted the situation although 
even codes had not been perfected. 

Doctor Hornbeck reminded the Minister that the situation ia 
Turkey was not quite the same as the situation in China ; that in 
Turkey there was a stabilized government, highly centralized, exer- 
cising its authority throughout the land ; that at least there was con- 
fidence in the ability of this government to exert its authority wher- 
ever necessary, while in China at the present moment the Government 
was not stabilized nor was it able to exercise its authority over the 
military. 

The Chinese Minister did not pursue this question further, but 
stated that, after all, each country had a right to make its laws to 
suit its own people; that it was not a question of making laws for 
aliens and that the alien came of his own volition and if he did not 
like what he found or the customs that prevailed, he could very 
properly go somewhere else. 

Secretary Johnson was Consul at Changsha, Hunan, from March 2, 
1915, to AprU 12, 1918. 
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I reminded the Minister that American citizens had not gone to 
China under Chinese law, that they had gone there under the pro- 
tection of their own law, which they understood and were accustomed 
to, and what the Chinese were asking Americans to do now was not 
to accept something they had known or they had voluntarily ac- 
cepted, but something that was unknown to them — ^unknown even to 
the Chinese themselves, and that it was only rearsonable that a tran- 
sition period should be arranged for during which both peoples could 
prepare for the change. I pointed out to the Minister that for 
something like fifty or sixty years American citizens had lived in 
China and had done business in China without extraterritorial 
rights; that during this time the Chinese Government had isolated 
them in factories in Canton, had not permitted them to venture into 
the interior, had denied them any position of equality before the 
courts of the land under Chinese law and that numerous times had 
subjected them to mass attack in the attempt to hold the whole group 
of Americans responsible for the shortcomings of one individual, in 
accordance with ancient Chinese laws; that so contraiy^ was this 
treatment to the usual treatment accorded to aliens that great dis- 
satisfaction arose and constant conflict occurred and that extraterri- 
toriality was arranged for in the first treaties with the Chinese as a 
means of settling these conflicts and making it possible for the two 
peoples in their legitimate relations of trade to live in peace and 
without disturbing one another. I pointed out that under this 
system of extraterritoriality, commerce and business had thrived; 
that Americans had gone to China to live and to carry on their 
trade, to invest money and to engage in cultural undertakings. I 
reminded him that during this period the friendship between the 
Chinese and Americans had grown and that not a little of this was 
due to the fact that the extraterritorial provisions of the treaties 
made it possible for these peoples to live in peace. I stated that in 
view of this situation, it was quite evident that American citizens 
had not gone to China to live under Chinese law and that now they 
were facing the necessity of a change and it was only fair to them 
and to the Chinese themselves that this change should be gradual, 
or brought about in such a way that there should be no interruption 
of this friendly intercourse. 

I stated that Americans were disturbed in their minds and uncer- 
tain as to the ability of Chinese courts to take over the task of pro- 
tecting them and their rights against injustice, not only because of the 
widespread disrespect for such rights on the part of the military, 
but also because of the occurrence of the Sheng®^ case in Shanghai, 
which indicated that the National authorities without any legal proc- 

®^The late ShCng Hstian-htial (Sh^ng Kung-pao), a lilgli ofBtclal in Ohina 
under the Manchu dynasty and retired in October 1911. 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. II 50 
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ess had determined to expropriate the private estate of a f amily 
had been established in Shanghai as a family trust for the use of % 
family and also for charitable purposes. ‘ ^ 

The Minister stated he had very little information regarding. 
Sheng case, except what he had seen in the paper, and he understo^l 
from the press that the Government was proceeding on the groiM 
that Sheng Kung Pao during the Manchu regime had acquired 
fortune by speculation and that, therefore, this money should rev^it 
to the state. I told the Minister that it was not so much the rea^ I 
why the state had acted in the matter that concerned me or conceUitti 
Americans in China, but the method that was pursued. In oth^r 
words, the whole matter had been handled apparently as an admmS- 
trative matter, without any process of law, even such as that whicii 
seemed to be required under the new codes which the Chinese were 
now so industriously promulgating. 

I stated that this Government was very seriously interested in dis- 
cussing some plan whereby it could proceed step by step with similar 
steps taken by the Chinese in relinquishing its jurisdiction over its 
citizens in China; that one of the first steps that should be under- 
taken, it seemed to me, was to accustom our citizens to the new codes 
and to their enforcement. I said that it occurred to me that a very 
proper and right contribution to this period would be for us to appfy 
Chinese law to the adjudication and settlement of controversies 
among Americans through the instrumentality of existing American 
judicial tribunals in China. I said that such a step would result, in 
my mind, in bringing these codes definitely and concretely to the 
attention of American citizens. It would enable them to adjust their 
affairs to the new law that was coming into force. It would enable 
them to xmderstand the spirit behind that law and all of this would 
be going on at the same time the Chinese people themselves were^ 
becoming accustomed to that law through the operation of their own 
courts. I stated that such a proposal recommended itself to me con- 
siderably further because it would enable our courts to cooperate with 
the Chinese courts more closely than they had been able to cooperate 
in the past, working as they were in the same medium. 

The Chinese Minister asked me whether there was any similar case" 
where foreign law had been enforced by a court alien to that law. I 
said I could not at the moment think of any. The Minister stated 
that so far as he knew, the only example of such enforcement by a 
court of an alien was to be found in the enforcement of municipal 
law by the courts. He said he thought such a proposition was im- 
possible of fulfillment. He asked me whether this was not a proposal 
similar to that made by the British some three years ago to the Chi^ 
nese Government. I said I thought it was. He said at that time be 
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had made up his mind that it could not be operated and pointed out 
that it would be very diflBLcult, if not impossible, for an American 
judge who had no knowledge of Chinese to enforce and interpret a 
code in the Chinese language, especially where it was very diflBlcult 
to make authoritative translations. jEIe further pointed out the diffi- 
culty that American lawyers would have in understanding the law 
and stated that it appeared to him to be wellnigh impossible for 
American courts to inform themselves of the judgments of the Chi- 
nese courts- I said that naturally it would be a difficult proposition 
to handle, but that nevertheless I felt it was a procedure that could 
be taken on and tried. I asked him to give the matter further and 
sympathetic thought before he turned it down completely. This he 
promised to do. 

]S'[EriSON] T. J[ob[nson] 

[Annex] 

The Chinese Legation to the Department of State 
Memorandum: 

Following are some further data on the administration of justice 
in China. 

1. The Book of Obligations of the Civil Code has now been pro- 
mulgated. The remaining parts of the Civil Code as well as the 
Commercial Laws will be promulgated very shortly according to 
latest reports. 

2. There are at present 1 Supreme Court, 28 High Courts (5 more 
than in 1926), 32 Branch High Courts (6 more than in 1926), 106 
District Courts (40 more than 1926), and 207 Branch District Courts 
and Hsien Courts (184 more than in 1926) . The total number of new 
courts established since 1926 is 235, an increase of 70 percent. 

3. There are at present 79 new prisons (16 more than in 1926) . 


793.003/209 

The French Ambassador {Claudel) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

Washington, December 10, 1929. 

Mr. Secretarx or State: Referring to the conversation which I 
had with you recently, relative to the question of extraterritoriality in 
China, I have the honor to send herewith to Tour Excellency a 
resume of the instructions which were sent by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic to the Minister of France in China {French 
Ambassador in London\. 

In addition, Tour Excellency will also find enclosed a copy of a 
note addressed on November 25, 1929, by the Ministry of Foreign 
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Affairs to the Embassy of Great Britain at Paris, in reply to &■ 
memorandum from the latter. This note sums up the whole Freni^: 
viewpoint in the question of extraterritoriality. ,V 

Please accept [etc.] Claudh; 

[Enclosure 1] 

SmrmMy of Instructions Sent ty the French Minister of Formgib 
Affairs to the French Ambassador in London 

According to information received from tlie French Minister in 
China, the Chinese Minister in London sent, on November 25th to 
the British Foreign Office, a note on extraterritoriality. When he 
made delivery of the note, the Chinese Minister let it be known that 
it was the intention of his Government to make an unUaterai 
declaration on January 1st, proclaiming the suppression of extra-' 
territoriality. It is understood that the British Government replied 
in the sense of the French note suggesting at the same time to his 
representative in China to enter upon negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of Nanking before the threat of the Chinese Government 
becomes an accomplished fact. 

The British Minister in China has advised his Government against 
such step, and favors an energetic attitude similar to that of the 
.^erican and French Governments. He made the suggestion that 
it would be wise to get ready now to notify the Chinese Government 
that they have no right to abrogate treaties by unilateral declarations 
and that the British Government reserves for itself the right to 
take all necessary measures in order to secure for its citizens the ex- 
ercise of rights resulting from treaties as long as those treaties have 
not been modified by mutual agreement. 

It is the opinion of the French Government that the concessions 
made up to date, in agreement with the English and American Gov- 
ernments, in view of a gradual revision of treaties upon the basis 
of mutual consent, have not had the effect which was expected. In 
its opinion, a firm attitude by the interested powers might compel the 
Chinese Government if not to give up entirely its idea of making a 
declaration on January 1st, at least to make a moderate declaration 
which would not carry practical application. Furthermore, at the 
tune when the attention of the Russian and Chinese Governments has 
been called upon their conflict, the Chinese Government should not 
have the unpression that the problem of extraterritoriality may be 
solved by means other than pacific means and usual legal proceedings. 

Consequently the French Government is in favor of a project of 
note to the Chinese Government to be drafted by the Minister in 
Peking. 
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The French Ambassador in Liondon is requested to that in- 
structions in that sense be sent to the British Envoy in China. A 
similar action on the part of the American Grovemment for gradual 
proceedings would be deeply appreciated./. 

Washington^ December 6, 1929. 

[Enclosure 2— Translation! 

The FreTich Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the British Embassy 

in France 

Political Bureau Paris, November 25, 1929. 

The Embassy of Great Britain at Paris was kind enough to trans- 
mit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on November 15, a memoran- 
dum setting forth the general principles which, in the opinion of 
the British Government^ appear to be those which should inspire any 
attempt to find a solution to the problem of the suppression of extra- 
territoriality in China. 

In thanking the British Embassy for that communication, which 
it noted with interest, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honor 
to inform it that the French Government, equally desirous of adopt- 
ing a liberal and friendly attitude with respect to the legitimate as- 
pirations of the Chinese people, is in entire agreement with the 
British Government in acknowledging the necessity of steadfastly 
preventing any Chinese demand to proceed to the total and immediate 
surrender of extraterritoriality. Because of the instability of the 
administration of China, and the rudimentary character of its legis- 
lation and its judicial institutions, in the functioning of which the 
military authorities are in the habit of interfering, the study of the 
actual suppression of extraterritoriality can be undertaken only if it 
is subject to the acceptance, by the Chinese Government, of the very 
principle of a process of gradual evolution, the rate of which will be 
determined by the ejficacy of the guarantees which China will agree 
to furnish at each of the stages of the future regime of transition. 

The method of progressive surrender by category of jurisdiction 
suggested by the British Government has the advantage of being in- 
spired by juridical considerations and of preserving for the longest 
possible time the guarantees of national jurisdiction with respect to 
penal matters and matters having to do with personal status. On 
this account it seems to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to deserve a 
most attentive examination, although its adoption might create a 
complicated situation as to jurisdiction. The progressive geographi- 
cal surrender suggested by other Governments seems simpler at first 
glance, but it seems unlikely that the choice of geographical zones 
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would be decided unanimously by the Powers, whose interests are v 
equally developed in the various parts of China. . 

In order to permit the establishment of a line of conduct comme^ 
in principle among^ the various Powers concerned, the Ministry ^ . 
Foreign Affairs believes it preferable to combine the British idea of 
surrender by category of jurisdiction with that of geographical sut, 
render. This method would permit the nature and location of the ^ 
interests of each Power to be taken into account at the same time as t 
the real improvements in Chinese justice in each region considered 
The effect could be that, according to circumstances, extraterri14- ' 
riality would be suppressed in a certain region for a certain catego^ 
of jurisdiction in proportion as modem Chinese courts were create^.! 
for the institution of which the Powers would demand guarantee ? 
according to the importance of their interests in the region wh^fe 
these courts would have jurisdiction. 1 

Whatever the method (geographical or jurisdictional) final^ 
adopted to determine the process of evolution, the Ministry SE 
Foreign Affairs believes that the Chinese courts designated, as th^y 
are organized, to be competent with respect to foreigners, would 
modern Chinese courts with broad jurisdiction {ratione materim 
et ratione loci). Foreign judges appointed by the Chinese Govern- 
ment should sit on these courts beside Chinese judges, and foreigner^ 
should have the right to be represented there by counsel of their 
nationality. The process of gradual evolution should, as the British 
Government suggests, first affect civil suits and, after experimenta- 
tion in the functioning in this regard of modern Chinese courts de- 
fined as above, it should be extended progressively to misdemeanor^ 
then to penal matters and leave matters concerning personal status 
but of the question. It also goes without saying that suits between 
French citizens should continue to be judged by French courts. 
Lastly, there should be reserved for later negotiations, the problems 
relative to the additional guarantees of extraterritoriality properly 
so-called, such as exemption from taxation, inviolability of property 
and vessels, right of coastwise trading, missions, territorial conces- 
sions, etc. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes that it is upon these 
bases, and without prejudice to the other conditions contemplated in 
the notes transmitted by the Legations concerned August 12 and 
N'ovember 1, 1929, to the Chinese Government, that the quest of a 
project to solve the problem of the suppression of extraterritoriality 
should be conducted by the Ministers of the Powers at Peking. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs adds that it does not consider 
that it is expedient to take the initiative now in making offers to the 
Chinese Government and that it is preferable to await the specific 
proposals which there may be to make. 
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711.933/192 

The OhiTiese LegatioTi to DoportineTit of St<ite 
Memorandum 

The suggestion that American courts in China apply Chinese 
laws, a suggestion similar to the one made by the British Govern- 
ment some three years ago, is hardly practicable or acceptable. The 
following reasons may at once be noted. 

1. The present Chinese legal system is a combination of indigenous 
customs and legal traditions dating back thousands of years ago 
and of the principles of Civil Law and is thus an entirely different 
institution from Anglo-American law. It is hardly to be expected 
that a judge trained in the principles of common law could master 
overnight laws which are entirely strange to him and apply them 
to cases which may be extremely complicated. 

2. The American judge has no knowledge of the Chinese language 
and must depend upon translations for the text of the laws and pre- 
vious judicial decisions, if indeed translations exist. The difficulty of 
depending upon translations is at once apparent. 

S. American lawyers will have the same difficulty as the judge 
for the reason that they do not have the requisite knowledge of 
Chinese law. Chinese lawyers who do have such knowledge will 
have the difficulty of arguing in English which they may not know 
at all. 

4. It is difficult to see why Chinese laws diould be put to the test 
in the American courts. The administration of justice is for the 
millions of Chinese and not for a handful of foreigners. It is for 
the foreigners to conform themselves to the conditions of the country. 

5. The suggestion is very far from meeting the desire of China 
for the complete abolition of extraterritoriality. 


711.933/238 ^ 

MemoT(mdy/mA^ by the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] December 17, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister called today. I told him I had read 
with interest his comments upon my proposal that one method for 
accustoming the peoples of our two countries to the change that was 
proposed would be for the two countries to agree to the enforcement 
of Chinese law through the instrumentality of American courts in 
China. I stated that I regretted that he seemed to think that this 
was impossible ; that I for my part did not feel that it was as impos- 
sible as he stated. 

Apparently left with Assistant Secretary of State Johnson on Becember 
12, 1929, “with the compliments of the Chinese Minister”. 
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The Minister stated that he felt his arguments were quite conclusi?ei 
He referred to the fact that the time was getting short and that 
had made little progress and to the fact that the Secretary had stated 
that he hoped we would find some basis for an understanding, aad 
stated that although he had had no proposals to make in the beg^^^f 
ning, he now had a proposal which he would like to offer me ’ ; 
he then read the attached memorandum to me, which he asked 10 ^? 
to consider. I told him I would give it every consideration a^d 
try to give him my comments on it later. 

I pointed out to him that there seemed to be some inconsistent'! 1 
between the first and second paragraphs as the first paragrapfe^ 
placed all American nationals in China under the jurisdiction 
Chinese laws and courts after January 1, 1930, while the seconjl 
paragraph provided for the establishment of certain special courta 
at Canton, Hankow, Shanghai, Tientsin and Harbin. I asked bitn 
what the purpose of these special courts was. He said his proposal 
was based on a proposal that had been made by the Dutch Mit>^ 
ister at Peking. He said his idea was that the special courts £|,l: 
these places would have jurisdiction in those special places, that te 
had not considered that it was necessary to make similar provisioni 
in the other ports or in ports voluntarily opened for trade. ^ 

I remarked further that in the paragraph providing for a twenty^ 
four-hour period within which suspected individuals should be 
handed over for investigation, that this seemed to apply to the spe- 
cial court area and not to other places in China. The Minister said 
he believed the law was universal in China. I said I did not tViiTiV 
so as it had not been the case for those arrested in connection with 
the raid on the Soviet Consulate at Harbin.^® They had been held 
for a considerable time before they were told of the charges against 
them or given an opportunity to prepare their case. 

The Minister stated that he felt that paragraph 7 represented a 
great concession as it permitted the trial outside of China of cases 
between Americans and guaranteed the execution of ^he decisions of 
such trials in China. 

The Minister was very much pleased with the idea of legal advis- 
ers rather than foreign judges in these courts, pointing out that the 
legal advisers would have a very real function to perform, whereas 
a foreign judge in the Chinese court woul<^ be a minority of one 
in a group and in case he was overruled, would have no record of 
his opinion. 

I told the Minister I would give consideration to Ms proposals and 
let hiin know our attitude later. 

N[EiiSON] T. J[ohnsoit] 

"May 27, 1929; see pp. 192-197. 
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[Aimex] 

T7\^ CTwfi&se XiCgatioTi, to the DepciTtTMi/vt of Stdte 
Memorandum 

(1) Beginning with J anuary 1, 1930, all American nationals in 
China to be subject to the jurisdiction of Chinese laws and courts. 

(2) Special courts to be established at Canton, Hankow, Shang- 
hai, Tientsin and Harbin. They are to have jurisdiction as courts 
of first and second instance over civil and criminal cases arising 
within their several jurisdictions with Americans as defendants. 
The Supreme Court shall be the final court of appeal. 

(3) The Special Courts to be organised according to the Law for 
the Organisation of the Judiciary, and to have as Presidents, Pre- 
siding Judges, Judges, and Procurators persons possessing good 
knowledge and long experience of the law. The names, qualifica- 
tions, and salaries of such officers to be announced publicly. 

(4) The Chinese Government to appoint a certain number of well- 
known foreign jurists as Legal Advisers of whom one to three to be 
assigned to each of the Special Courts. The names and qualifica- 
tions of such Advisers to be announced publicly. 

(5) The Legal Adviser to have access, whenever desired, to all the 
documents and evidence of the case though he is not to participate in 
the trial. The Judge in charge of a case, before rendering judgment, 
to request the I^egal Adviser to present a written opinion, to which 
due consideration is to be given by the Judge while retaining his 
independence of judgment. 

(6) Where an American is arrested on suspicion of having com- 
mitted a crime in the jurisdictional limits of a Special Court, he is to 
be delivered to the Special Court for investigation within twenty-four 
hours, exception being made only in the case of holidays. 

(7) Civil cases in which both parties are Americans may, if desired, 
be tried by an American court situated outside Chinese territory and 
the judgments will be given effect to where execution through Chinese 
courts is needed, unless such judgments are inconsistent with the judg- 
ments of Chinese courts or are contrary to public policy. 

(8) Except paragraph 1, the provisions of the above paragraphs 
may be revised or repealed at any time on and after J anuary 1, 1932. 


711.933/206 

The Secretary of State to the French Amhaesador {GlavdeV) 

Washington, December 20, 1929. 
Mx Dear Mr. Ambassador: I hasten to acknowledge the receipt 
of your personal letter of December third and its enclosure, a resume 


" See memorandum from the French Embassy, p. 634, and footnote 31- 
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of the instnictions sent by M. Briand to the Minister of France g : 
Peiping on the subject of extraterritoriality. 

Your words of congratulation and your expression of cordial 
proval in relation to the communication which this Government 
made to China and Eussia are very gratifying to me. I wish to 
press, and I shall be glad if you will report, my very great appfe|^ 
ation of the prompt, cordial and complete cooperation of your Gov- 
ernment and the assistance which it has rendered- 

Eef erring to the resume of instructions to your Minister ' 

^ China and to your request for an expression of my view, I r 

somewhat difficult to formulate a statement. Although I realize fr|^ 
statements which have appeared in the press that the Chinese official 
have stated publicly that it is their Government’s intention to denoti& 
the treaties or the extraterritorial provisions thereof on Januai^"^ 
1930, the American Government has not received from the Chii^ ; 
Government any formal notification of that Government’s intentl^ii 
to make such a denunciation. ■ 

As you know, the American Government, in its notes of Au|ii^ ^ 
tenth and November first to the Chinese Government, has affiMlIV 
its willingness to negotiate on the subject of extraterritoriality, 
basis specified of gradual relinquishment. Conversations have been ^ 
held between officers of the American Government and the Chinee 
Minister in Washington, and, although nothing definite has come dit 
of these conversations, I am committed to entering upon negotiations 
at the convenience of the Chinese Government. Believing thatiiie 
Chinese will not themselves make any proposals short of the proposal 
that extraterritoriality be abolished immediately, I have been study- 
ing various projects of possible alternative courses. ■ 

As you also know, I have taken the position ever since the sugges- 
tion was first made that a warning be given the Chinese Govern- 
ment by the Powers jointly vrith a view to anticipating and dis- 
couraging unilateral action by the Chinese on January first, that it 
would be better not to take cognizance of the intimations which die 
Chinese officials have given, from time to time through the press, of 
such intention on their part. I have been unwilling, so far as my 
Government is concerned, to commit myself to that proposed action. 
Nevertheless, if your Government, in view of the note which it Ms 
received, feels that a useful purpose will be served by its giving such a 
warning I feel that it is not for me to suggest that it refrain from 
so doing. 

I note with interest, and I shall give consideration to the view of 
your Government, that in the event of the denunciation of the treaties 
by the Chinese Government, recourse be had to the Permanent Court 
of Justice at the Hague. 

^ See telegram No. 393, November 30, to the Charge in France, p. 367. 
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I send you herewith a copy of a project of a proposal which I have 
under consideration, along with others, for possible presentation to 
the Chinese Minister here.*® 

Sincerely yours, Henkx L. Stimson 


711.933/239 

Merriorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson^ 

[Was3eeington,3 December 21, 1929. 

I told the Chinese Minister that I had given careful consideration 
to the proposal which he had left with me on December 17 ; that I found 
it unacceptable, first, for the reason that it proposed that American 
citizens should be placed under the jurisdiction of Chinese courts after 
January 1, 1930, which did not meet the terms which we laid down in 
our note of August 10. I handed to him the attached memorandum 
of comment. He asked me what specific objections I had to his 
proposal. I said the first specific objection was that which I had 
already named ; that the second was that his proposal for the establish- 
ment of special courts at five ports did not amount to any more than 
saying what had been said in the first paragraph, namely, that Ameri- 
can citizens should be placed under Chinese jurisdiction as these courts 
would be purely Chinese courts. I explained to him that all along 
I had tried to make clear to him that we could only discuss this matter 
on the basis of some plan that would provide for the gradual abolidi- 
ment of extraterritoriality"; that we felt very definitely that there 
should be some period and some method reached whereby Americans 
could become accustomed to the Chinese laws and courts and to the 
effect of those laws and courts upon their lives. I said that in order 
that we might do this thing I had a proposal to make to him which I 
thought represented a very definite step in the direction towards which 
I believed we were headed and I handed to him a proposal, copy of 
which is hereto attached. 

The Minister read over this proposal and stated that it seemed to 
be nothing more than the proposal which had been made by the 
British some six years ago. I stated that that might be very well 
to him, but for the moment it was our proposal. We were not 
mfl.kiTig it because the British had made it, and I felt that we must 
consider it as our proposal and not as theirs. He said it seemed to 
hinri that this proposal was a backward step as compared with the 
outline of the proposal which I had given to him in conversation the 
other day. I asked him how he felt about it. He said this proposal 
includes a provision for the establishment of a commission that is to 

^For text, see annex 2 to Assistant Secretary Jolinson^s memorandum of 
December 21, 1929, 
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pass upon their laws and to say whether these laws may be appli^ 
or may not be applied. The commission will say whether a law i§ a 
good law or a bad law. I read the sentence describiag the duties of 
this commission and pointed out that the commission would not do 
as he suggested, but the commission was for the purpose of eyaTniTiiT ig 
the laws and to determine whether the laws were being effectively 
applied in the Chinese Courts. I said that we were interested not so 
much in the goodness of the law[s], but in the effectiveness with 
which they were being applied. He stated that he felt this 
proposal brought us back to the place where we were before. I said 
that I did not see how he could feel that away about it as I felt ifc: 
brought us a long w^iy along the road from our note of August 10 and 
I could hardly consider that this was not a step forward. He said 
that he would give consideration to the matter and in due course hd- 
would give me a reply. 

N[eLSON] T. J[OHN8blt] 

[Annex 1] 

The Department of State to the Chinese Legation 
Memoeandum of Comment 

Due consideration has been given to the memorandum prepared hy 
the Chinese Minister regarding the extraterritorial rights of Ameri- 
can citizens in China. 

1. The Government of the United States cannot accept the proposal 
that begiiming with January 1, 1930, all American nationals in ntiirKi. 
should be subject to the jurisdiction of Chinese laws and courts. Ih 
this connection, attention is drawn to the notes of August 10, 1929 
and November 1, 1929, addressed to the Chinese Government on 
subject, copies of which are attached herewith.** 

2. The Government of the United States desires very much to find 
some way whereby extraterritorial rights may be gradually done 
away with. Such a method would have to envisage a means whereby 
the nationals of the two countries could accustom themselves to the 
situation that is coming into effect by some series of steps involving 
a progressive advancement on both sides. The proposal contained 
in the memorandum handed to Mr. Johnson on December 17, does 
not provide such a process. 


telegrams No. 264, August 1, to the Minister in China and No. 958, 
November 4, from the Minister, pp. 596 and 616. 
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[Annex 2] 

The Departmevit of State to the Chinese Legation*^ 

Proposaii 

The American Government, being desirous of facilitating the 
abolition of extraterritorial jurisdiction in China, is willing to 
conclude an agreement along the following lines: 

I 

Beginning on January 1, 1980, definite steps shall be taken toward 
effecting the relinquishment by the United States of the right of extra- 
territorial jurisdiction by the American Government over American 
citizens in China. A commission shall be established at the earliest 
possible moment, which shall consist of two commissioners chosen by 
the Chinese Government, two commissioners chosen by the American 
Government, and one commissioner chosen by these four who shall be a 
national of a third Power. This commission shall be appointed 
within two months after the exchange of ratifications of this agree- 
ment. This commission shall examine the laws and legal regulations 
which are in effect in China and shall recommend for application in 
the American courts in China such of these laws and regulations as it 
finds effectively applied in Chinese courts. American courts in China 
shall apply Chinese laws and regulations thus approved by this 
commission. 

TL 

The present arrangements being designed to apply to a transi- 
tional period, a settlement of a more permanent nature shall be nego- 
tiated at the time provided for the revision of the treaty between the 
United States and China of October 8, 1908, as provided in Article 
X Vll of that treaty. 

HE 

Nationals of the United States in China shall enjoy rights and 
treatment not less favorable than the rights and treatment enjoyed 
in China by nationals of any other foreign country. 


793.003/238 , 

The Sritish Ambassador (^Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No. 667 Washington, December 21, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honour to transmit herewith under instructions 
from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs, 

" This text was telegraphed in No. 425, December 21, 1929, to the Minister in 
China (7U.933/194). 
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copy of an aide-memoire handed by Mr. Henderson on the 20th ia- 
stant to the Chinese Minister in London regarding the abolition 
extraterritoriality in China. 

2. The object of His Majesty’s Government in taking this step is 

to induce the Chinese Government to issue their threatened denun- 
ciation of extraterritoriality in an innocuous form. - 

3. The Chinese Minister in London on November 25th azmounc^cl 
to the Deputy Under Secretary of State that his Government hs^ 
decided (1) to decree the abolition of extraterritoriality on Janu- 
ary Ist, next, (2) to establish modern courts at Harbin, Shanghai, 
Canton, Tientsin and Hankow, to which would be attached foreign 
legal advisers for purpose of consultation, but without right of intfe- 
ference, (3) to allow civil cases between foreigners to be tried by 
courts outside China, the judgment of such courts to be executed by a 
Chinese Court, if not repugnant to Chinese law and custom. 

I have [etc.] Esme Howam> 

[Enclosure] 

Adwe-Memoire ;i 

His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have had under 
consideration the position which has arisen in consequence of the 
note addressed to them by the Chinese Government on April . 27th 
last and subsequent correspondence on the subject of proposed mb^- 
fications in the present system of extraterritoriality in China. Bfis 
Majesty’s Government are aware of official declarations on the 
part of the Chinese Government which they interpret as indicating 
the earnest desire of the Chinese Government that substantial prog- 
ress should be made before January 1st, 1930, if not with the actual 
process of abolition of extraterritoriality, at any rate with serious 
negotiations having in view the initiation of that process in the 
immediate future. 

2. His Majesty’s Government, animated by a desire to meet the 
wishes of the Chinese Government in a liberal and sympathetic 
spirit, sought to elicit from them concrete proposals which might 
serve as a basis for detailed negotiations. When it became apparent 
that the Chinese Government felt some difficulty in putting forward 
concrete proposals for preliminary study, His Majesty’s Government 
hoped that the common purpose which both Governments had in view 
might best be served if discussions could be initiated before the end 
of the year between His Majesty’s Minister at Peking and the Chinese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Nanking. It was their intention that 
Sir M. Lampson should proceed to Nanking for the purpose, but 
unfortunately the outbreak of civil war over a wide area in China 
made it in^possible-to carry that intention into effect. 
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3. The intricate readjustmeiits that will be necessary both in the 
legal and administrative spheres in a gradual and progressive solu- 
tion of the problem of extraterritoriality, such as is contemplated by 
both Governments, can only be effected as the result of negotiations 
conducted in a friendly and unprejudiced atmosphere. It would be a 
grave misfortune were anything to occur to prevent such negotiations 
from being initiated or from being carried to a satisfactory con- 
clusion. The Chinese Government themselves will realise that any 
attack on the legal rights of British subjects or the interests which 
they have built up with benefit to China as well as themselves in the 
course of nearly one hundred years on the faith of solemn treaty 
stipulations would confront His Majesty’s Government with a serious 
responsibility, as such attack would be gravely prejudicial to the 
prospects of negotiating a friendly solution of an intricate problem. 

4. His Majesty’s Government desire to do their utmost to create a 
favourable atmosphere for negotiations. No responsibility attaches 
to them for political conditions in China which have prevented the 
commencement of serious discussions. They deplore the fact that 
this step has been prevented by such conditions and they appreciate 
the difficulties with which, in view of the prominence which has been 
given to the particular date January 1st, 1980, the Chinese Govern- 
ment may be faced should that date arrive without any visible prog- 
ress having been made with detailed consideration of the problem 
of extraterritoriality. His Majesty’s Government are therefore will- 
ing to agree that January 1st, 1930, should be treated as the date 
from which the process of gradual abolition of extraterritoriality 
should be regarded as having commenced in principle and would have 
no objection to any declaration conformable with that attitude which 
the Chinese Government may think it desirable to issue. His 
Majesty’s Grovernment are ready to enter into detailed negotiations 
as soon as political conditions in China render it possible to do so, 
with a view to agreeing on method and a programme for carrying 
the abolition of extraterritoriality into effect by gradual and progres- 
sive stages to the mutual satisfaction of both Governments. 

Washingtoit, 21 December, 1929. 


711.933/199 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

PnipnsrG, December 24, 1929 — ^3 p. m. 
[Received December 24 — ^7 : 20 a. m.] 
1188. The British Minister has supplied me with the British For- 
eign Office aide-memoire regarding extraterritoriality, delivered on 
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December 20 to the Chinese Minister in London, the text of 
I understand, the Department has received. On receiving the 
Dr. C. T. Wang has now informed Sir Miles Lampson’s represeiite- 
tive in Nanking that the National Government is going to i^e (a ' 
December 31 a declaration to abrogate extraterritoriality, takmg # 
feet in six months. 
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Memorandvm hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Wasbutgton,] December 26, 1^. 

The Chinese Minister called upon me today and referred to the 
proposal with regard to extraterritoriality which I handed to him 
on December 21. He stated that he had a counter proposal to rnako. 
to us and handed to me the attached copy. He asked me whether 
there was any comment I had to make and 1 said it seemed to me 
that this proposal did nothing but state that American citizem 
should come under the jurisdiction of Chinese laws. He pointed out 
that the provision in paragraph one did not stipulate as to the in- . 
strumentality that was to enforce the laws. I gathered from what 
he told me that he wanted this to read that we agreed somewhat as 
the British have done, that January 1 should mark the tune from 
which in principle Chinese laws and regulations should apply to 
American citizens. 

I asked Tiim what was meant by paragraph two stating that we 
could not, of course, agree to any stipulation that at the end of 
three months, or any other particular period as short as that, we 
would turn American citizens over to the jurisdiction of Chinese 
courts. He said that the meaning of this provision was that during 
the period, which he himself thought should be longer than the 
three months stipulated, the two Governments would complete their 
negotiations for the relinquishment of extraterritorial privileges. He 
felt that this should be accomplished and that the entire relinquMi- 
ment should take place before the end of the four years still re- 
maining in the life of our present treaty. 

With regard to paragraph three, he stated that of course American 
nationals were protected by their present treaty. He intimated that 
there was a great deal of prejudice in China against the ordinary 
most-favored-nation clause. 
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[Annex] 

The Chinese Legation to the Department of State 
CoiTNTER-pROPOSAIi 

The proposal of the American Government falls considerably 
short of the earnest desire of the Chinese Government and people 
to recover China’s jurisdictional sovereignty. Anxious to meet as 
far as posable the wishes of the American Government, the Chinese 
Government makes the following coimter-proposal. 

I 

The American Government agrees that the laws and regulations 
didy promulgated by the Chinese Government shall begin to be oper- 
ative on American nationals on January 1, 1930. 

n 

Within three months feom January 1, 1930, the two Governments 
shall complete arrangements for the relinquishment of extraterritorial 
privileges by the United States. 

m 

When American nationals in China are completely and uncondi- 
tionally subject to the jurisdiction of Chinese courts, they shall enjoy 
the same treatment in jurisdictional matters as the nationals of any 
other foreign country who are similarly subject to Chinese 
jurisdiction. 


Tll.933/207 ; Telegram 

The OhargS in China (Ferhins) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peeping, December 28, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 

[Received December 28 — 6 : 58 a. m.] 
1197. Referring to the British aide-memoire mentioned in my 1188, 
December 24, 3 p. m., I have been informed that the British Minister’s 
present intention is to depart for Nanking on January 2, together with 
members of his Staff, in order to initiate negotiations having for their 
object the gradual relinquishing of British extraterritorial rights. 

Pekkents 


823423— 43~—vol. il" 
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711 . 933/241 ; 

Memorandvm T>y the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affak^ 

{HornbecJc) of a Conversation With the Chinese Minister 
(C. C. Wu) 

[WAssmoTON,] December 28 , 1929 

Dr. Wu called by appointment. He had come to inquire concent 
ing the Department’s reaction to the counter-proposals which he had' 
made to Mr. Johnson after the proposals made by Mr. Johnson in^ 
conversation with him on December 21. 

Mr. Hornbeck stated that he was instructed to say that the proposals 
were not considered such as could be adopted. He explained, with 
regard to Article II, that it would be impossible to make a commits 
ment that arrangements would be completed by a specified date, three^ 
months hence. This, for reasons which scarcely need elaboration. 
Expressing his own personal view, unofficially, he felt that it was 
unwise in such matters to attempt to specify any date where the setting 
of the date was not necessary. He said that the American Government 
had committed itself to the principle of negotiating and that it hoped 
to conclude an agreement on this subject, tha-t conversations had been 
going on in good faith, but that experience of the past year had shown 
that these matters moved slowly and that unforeseen events, as well as 
considerations which are ponderable, interfere with getting a partic- 
ular thing done within a particular and limited period of time. 

With regard to Article III, it was felt in the Department that this 
was what might be called a “Least-favored-nation clause” rather than 
a “most-favored-nation clause”. 

With regard to Article I, it seemed too general : it might be con- 
strued as an authorization on the part of the American Government 
to the Chinese Government to go ahead and dispose of the question 
as it saw fit. But, although there might be differences of view upon 
one or all of these points, these proposals as a whole had not met with 
approval in the Department. 

Dr. Wu said that with regard to Article III at least, he felt that 
there need be no great amount of trouble over the question of a most- 
favored-nation clause, provided that it was not made more broad 
than the subject matter of the agreement in question. There followed 
some discussion of uses and abuses of most-favored-nation clauses; 
and there seemed to be a community of view that there would be less 
difficulty with regard to that feature of an agreement than with 
regard to other features. 

Mr. Hornbeck then said that he was authorized to submit, for con- 
sideration, a modification of the proposal which had been submit- 
ted by Mr. J ohnson. He handed Dr. Wu a copy of a revised proposal, 
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of which a copy is attached hereto.^ He explained that it had been 
understood that Dr^ Wu did not like the idea of a coxnmission to 
pass upon Chinese laws, and therefore it was suggested that the 
American court which undertook to apply these laws should itself 
decide what Chinese laws could be applied. He pointed out, also, 
that a different provision was suggested in place of or as an alterna- 
tive to the most-favored-nation clause which had been proposed of 
Article III in the earlier project. 

Upon reading over this proposal. Dr. Wu said that it seemed to him 
less satisfactory than the other proposal, for the reason that it left 
to the American courts the decision with regard to both the char- 
acter and the application in effect in China of Chinese laws. Mr. 
Hombeck said that if the points could be agreed upon in principle 
he thought that modifications with regard to the details might be 
worked out. There followed some discussion of this proposal as com- 
pared with the previous proposal. 

Mr. Hornbeck then stated that he had a duty which he regretted 
to have to perform : he had been instructed to read a statement 
expressing the views of the American Government at this juncture in 
the presence of certain rumors. He referred to the good will which 
has prevailed between China and her people and the United States 
and the American people and he said that the American Government 
wished to be helpful to and did not wish to place obstacles in the 
way of the achievement by the Chinese of various objectives to which 
the latter aspire. He referred to the statements which have been 
made in the course of conversations between himself and Dr^ Wu and 
Mr. Johnson and Dr. Wu in the course of the past year, and he said 
that this Government now felt it incumbent upon itself to reveal 
officially, though informally, its views with regard to principles of 
procedure which ought in its opinion at no time to be overlooked. Mr. 
Hornbeck then read the contents of the memorandum hereto at- 
tached and gave to Dr. Wu an unaddressed, undated and unsigned 

copy- 

Thereafter, Dr. Wu inquired whether Mr. Hombeck had read the 
British Government's aide-memoire of December 21. Mr. Hombeck 
stated that he had seen that aide-memoire but had not had an oppor- 
tunity thoroughly to study its contents. He said that he remembered 
that it had-in it a statement of the Britidi Government’s views. Dr. 
Wu said that it contained a statement that the British Government 
would have no objection to the making of a declaration by the Chinese 
Government on January 1, i930. Mr. Hombeck inquired whether 
there was not a proviso. Dr. Wu said t^ to 

^Po8t, p. 665. 
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the effect that certain principles should be considered. Jfe- 
beds said that that was his recollection and he stated that the . ATtla| |j 
can Government in the course of the proposal submitted by Mr. 
son to Dr. Wu had indicated that it was not unwilling that Janu^ 
1 be signalized as the date beginning from which definite steps sh^ 
be taken toward effecting gradually the relinquishment of righW^ 
extraterritoriality. Dr. Wu inquired whether the American Gov^ 
ment would be willing to affirm, as the British Government had d^i|^ 
that it had no objection to the making by China of a declaratifea. , 
Mr. Hombeck said that he could not say anything on that poiat Ki 
the views of the American Government had been expressed in ii^ 
document which, under instructions, he had read ; that he consider 
that the statement itself was explicit and ample ; and he did not fei 
at liberty to add to or amend or modify that statement. Dr. Wi 
asked whether Mr. Hombeck would find out whether the Americaa 
Government would be willing to give the assent which the Britift 
Government had given. Mt. Hombeck said that it would be impos- 
sible to undertake to do this before Monday, December 30, but that 
on that day he would do the best he could with that inquiry. > 
There followed some conversation with regard to the situation in 
China. 

S[TAinuEx] K. H[oeiihbgeJ- 


711.933/224 

The Department of State to the CMmese Legation “ 

PSOFOSAL 

In order to meet so far as possible the objections which have been 
made to its previous proposals regarding the relinquishment of extra- 
territorial jurisdiction in China, the American Government make^ 
herewith another proposal along the following lines. 


I 

Beginning January 1, 1930, definite steps will be taken toward 
effecting the relinquishment by the United States of its extraterri- 
torial jurisdiction over American citizens in China. As a prelimi- 
nary measure toward accomplishing this object, the American Govern- 
ment agrees that the necessary steps will be taken by it as soon as 
possible to the end that American courts in. China shall apply to 


An attaclied metnorandam dated December 30, 1929, by the Chief of the 
Dl^slon of Far Eastern Affairs reads : “A copy of the draft proposal hereto 
attached was banded to the CShlnese Minister by Mr. Hombech; on Decendier 2^ 
1929.” 
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American citizens and corporations those Chinese laws and regula- 
tions which have been duly promulgated by the Chinese Government 
or its administrative sub-divisions and which are effectively and reg- 
ularly applied in Chinese courts, subject to the provision that if, in 
the opinion of the American court concerned, the Chinee law or 
regulation to be applied is contrary and repugnant to modem con- 
cepts of jurisprudence, the court shall in lieu thereof apply the law 
or regulation hitherto applied by it* 

n 

The present arrangement being designed to apply to a transitional 
period, a settlement of a more permanent nature shall be negotiated 
at the time provided for the revision of the treaty between the United 
States and China of October 8, 1903, as provided in Article XVII 
of that treaty. 

m 

Other than as modified by the terms of this agreement, the existing 
treaties between China and the United States remain in force. 

(or) 

Nationals of the United States in China shall enjoy rights and 
treatment not less favorable than the rights and treatment enjoyed 
in China by nationals of any other foreign country. 

[Washington*,] December 28, 1929. 


711.933/224 

The DepartToerU of State to the Chinese Legation^^ 

The American Government, believing that effective steps should 
be taken toward effecting the abolition of the extraterritorial rights 
which it exercises and which are enjoyed by American nationals in 
China under the provisions of treaties between the United States and 
China, is of the opinion, which it has repeatedly expressed, that the 
abolition of those rights should be accomplished by an agreed upon 
and gradual process. The rights were created by agreement; they 
rest upon agreement; and they should be abolished only by agree- 
ment. The American Government cannot as a matter of law and 
it is not willing as a matter of policy to assent to their abolition by 

" An attaclied memorandtim dated December 30, 1920, by tbe Chief of the 
Division of Far Eastern Affairs reads: “The statement hereto attached was 
read to the Chinese Minister by Mr. Hornbeck on December 28, 1929; and a 
copy, not addressed, not dated, and not initialed was given to the Minister.” 
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any other process. At the request of the Chinese Govommenfe' 
of the American Government have for some time ly'en engagedfll; 
conversations with officers of the Chinese Goveimment in an' 
to devise a plan which may be submitted to both Govenuiai!9j%i 
whereby the abolition of these rights may be effected by a proce^ 
and in a mpriner satisfactory to the two Governments and the pac^ 
of the two countries. The American Government has already 
cated to the Chinese Minister in Washington that the American Ge*? 
emment is willing to agree that beginning on January 1, 
definite steps shall be taken toward effecting gradually the relinquyih 
ment by the United States of the right of extraterritorial jurisdict|te- 
by the American Government over American citizens in China. Tte 
American Government would new with great regret and WQ^ 
seriously deprecate any action at this time in disregard of the p^ 
ciples stated above and indicative of indifference to the rights and|th^; 
good will and the good opinion of the Government and people id 
the United States. 


793.003/227 ; Telegram . 

TTi& Consul at Namking {M&yer) to tho Secretary of State y 

Nanking, December 28, 1929 — 10 
[Received December 28 — ^7:83 pjn;] 

Following is the English translation of a mandate issued by the 
National Government at 5 today and furnished to Bucknell by per- 
sonal note from C. T. Wang : 

“In every full sovereign state, foreigners, as well as its nationalfei 
are equa^ amenable to its laws and to the jurisdiction of its tri- 
bunals. This is an essential attribute of state sovereignty and a 
well-established principle of international law. 

For more than eighty years China has been bound by the systewi 
of extraterritoriality, which has prevented the Chinese Government 
from exercising its judicial power over foreigners witl^ its tem- 
tory. It is unnecessary to state here the def ecte and disadvantage 
of such a system. As long as extraterritoriality is not abolished, 
so long will China be imame to exercise her full sovereign^. For 
Ae purpose of restoring her inherent jurisdictional sovereignty, it 
is hereby decided and declared that on and after the first day of 
the first month of the nineteenth year of the Republic (January 1, 
1930) all foreign nationals in the territory of Cnina ■who are now 
enjojdng extraterritorial pri'vileges shall abide by the laws, ordi- 
nances, and regulations duly promulgated by the Central and Local 
Governments of China. The Executive Yuan and the Judicial Tuan 
are hereby ordered to instruct the individuals [Mmistriesl concerned 
to prepare as soon as possible a plan for the execution or this matt' 
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date aiid_ to submit it to the Liegislative Yuan for examination and 
deliberation with a view to its promulgation, fulfillment®® and 
enforcement.” 

I am reliably informed that the plan referred to in the last sen- 
tence of the mandate will be promulgated on December 30th or 31st. 

The Legation, Shanghai, Hanhow and Canton informed. 

Metis 


793.003/230 : T^egram 

The Charge in OMna {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peipino, December 29, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

[Received December 29 — ^ : 65 a. m.] 

1200. Legation’s 1188, December 24, 3 p. m. 

1. Legation has received a telegram from the American Consol 
at Nanking, December 28, 10 p. m., transmitting English transla- 
tion of a mandate issued by the National Government on that date 
abrogating extraterritorial rights in China. Consul has repeated 
this telegram to the Department. I am replying to the effect that 
Bucknell (to whom Wang transmitted text of mandate by personal 
note) should of course make no acknowledgment thereto since he is 
the Legation’s representative in Nanking only in connection with 
matters relating to the Provisional Court.** 

2. The Consul’s telegram was accompanied by the following in- 
quiry from Jacobs and Bucknell: 

“In view of the above can you give us any indication as to what 
our attitude should be as regards continuance of our negotiations? 
The foreign delegates are preparing a joint telegram, but it will be 
delayed because of coding and transmission,” 

I am replying that, pending receipt of any further instructions, 
they should maintain the same attitude as hitherto with regard to 
the continuance and progress of their negotiations.®* 

Pereins 


“ The word “fulfillment” was inserted erroneously. 

*^The Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs, Department of State, 
noted, on December 30, 1929, that “It is believed that this is a comparatively 
harmless declaration; that its comparative mildness is probably in part a 
result of the British effort; and that we may expect to find the plan rather 
elastic and Indefinite in consequence of intimations which have been given 
regarding the attitude of other governments.” 

“ See pp. 682 ft 

"The Secretary of State, in telegram No. 436, December 31, 1929, replied: 
‘Department approves instructions you gave” (793.003/230). 
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T93.093/235 : Telegram 

Ths Consul at Nanking (Meyer) to the Secretary of State 

NANKTua, December 30, 1929 — 3 a. m. 

[Eeceived 7:35 p. ni.J 

My December 28, 10 p. m. Following is text of the manifesto 
issued by the Minister of Foreign Affairs today: 

“For more than eighty years China has been bound by the system 
of extraterritoriality, which has prevented the Chinese Government 
from exercising its judicial power over the foreigners within its 
territory. It is unnecessary to state here the defects and disad- 
vantages of such a system; but the Chinese Government and people 
cannot leave this state of anairs without remedy. 

Extraterritoriality is no ordinary diplomatic problmn. It tondies 
the life of the Chinese people in so many intiinate ways that it must 
be considered by the Chinese Goverronent as being likewise a domestic 
OTestion of immediate moment. It is for this reason that the Chin^ 
Government is compelled to declare that the year 1930 is the ^ 
cisive time, and that the actual process of reestablishing Chinese 
sovereignty by the abolition of extraterritoriality begins on January^ 
Isti With that in view it will undertake measures designed to re-^ 
lease the sovereign rights of China from the trammels of extra- 
territoriality, and has accordingly ordered the Executive Tuan and 
the Judicial Yuan to instruct the Ministries concerned to prepare a 
plan for this purpose. 

The Chinese Government, relying on the sympathy already shown 
and the assurances given by the powers concerned, believes that there 
is no difference of opinion between those powers and China regard- 
ing the principle involved ; and it is prepared to consider and discuss 
within a reasonable time any ^presentations made with reference 
to the plan now under preparation in Nanking. In this respect the 
issuance of the mandate on December 28th should be regarded as a 
step towards removing the cause of constant conflict and at the same 
time promoting the rSations between Chinese and foreigners. 

Nanking, 30 December, 529 (192d'\” 

I am reliably informed that the Minister of Foreign Affairs has 
stated in private conversation that promulgation of mandate oi 
December 28 could not have been forced upon the Chinese Govern- 
ment but on three following considerations: (1) The party, (2) pub- 
lic opinion, (3) internal politics. It is also reported from a source 
hitherto found reliable that the plan now stated to be in preparation 
will be promulgated today. The above telegram is being sent to the 
Legation, Department, Shanghai, Hankow, and Canton. 

MmnsB 
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793.003/232 : Telegram 

The Charge m China (PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 30, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received December 80 — ^12 :4:5 p. ia.“] 

1204. Legation’s 1200, December 29, 2 p. m. 

1. At meeting today of interested Heads of Legation, British 
Minister stated that he had received the following telegram from 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs: 

l^lieve the time has arrived for our to \tv>o?'\ Governments to 
enter into detailed negotiations with reference to agreeing on a plan 
for carrying the abolition of extraterritoriality into effect to our 
mutual satisfaction. I therefore request Tour Excellency to proceed 
to Nanking at once for the purpose of initiating such negotiations 
and concluding them in a few days. Chengting T. Wang, Decem- 
ber 29th.” 

French Minister and Dutch Charg6 d’Affaires had received similar 
telegrams- 

2. British Minister said that in view of the uncompromising char- 
acter of the mandate issued by the Chinese Government, he was in 
some doubt whether he should leave for Nanking as planned but that 
he probably should do so. (Legation’s 1197, December 28, 2 p. m.) 

Dutch Charge d’Affaires was of the opinion that his Grovernment 
would not be inclined to send him to Nanking for this purpose in the 
near future. 

French Minister stated that he could no longer postpone going to 
Nanking in connection with the conclusion of the treaty relating to 
Indochina, but that he had no intention of taking up extraterritori- 
ality matters in response to this invitation as the position of the 
French Government was that the Chinese must first make concrete 
proposals. 

Representative of Japanese Legation [stated?] he could not make 
any definite statement as to when his Government might be able to 
take up treaty matters : the Chinese were now attempting to bargain 
about the appointment of Obata as Japanese Minister, Chinese indi- 
cating their willingness to accept him provided that Japanese Mission 
was made an Embassy. 

3. I have received no telegram from Wang regarding extraterri- 
toriality matters. 

Perkins 


“Telegram in two sections. 
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793.003/288 : Telegram 

The Charge m China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, December 30, 1929 — 6 p.rflu 
[Beceived December 30—2:30 p .m »]. . 

1206. Following from the American Consul General at ShangW? 

“December 28, 12 noon. TJie China Press carries the following, 
from Shimbun Bengo, dated Nanking, December 27th, and publishel 

in slightly different form in other journals: i*- 

‘The Central Political Connell which was held today, being presided over by v 
General Chiang Kai-shek and attended by Dr. Wang Chung-hni who has recently^ 
returned to China from Europe, discussed the political measures for the aboli- 
tion of extraterritoriality rights of foreigners and decided the following two 
points : (1) All foreigners residents living in China shall be subjected to Chinese' 
laws promulgated by the Chinese Central Government or the Provincial Gov- 
ernments beginning from January 1st, 1930; and (2) the National Government 
shall promulgate procedure laws governing the foreign residents in relation to 
legal action.’ 

Regarding the above-mentioned decisions reached by the Central, 
Political Council, a spokesman of the National Government is quofied' 
as having stated : 

‘As regarding iregwrdsl the abolition of the extraterritoriality rights in Chixia", 
there is an understanding to some extent between the United States Govemm^t 
and the Nanking Government and, under the circumstances, the Chinese cm 
easily accomplish their legitimate aspirations should two or three other powers 
adopt a sympathetic attitude toward the Chinese. However, continued the 
Nanking spokesman, the abolition of extraterritoriality will be out of the ques^ 
tion if the powers all unitedly oppose the,^ Chinese aspirations. Be that as it 
may, we expect much from the understanding between the United States Gov- 
ernment and the Nanking Government.’ 

Manifestly this has not been confirmed, though Reuter carries a 
very similar statement to the two points covered above.” . 1 

Perkin^ 


711.9aS/250 

The Frerich ErrCbassy to the De'partment of State ^ 

The Chinese Minister in Paris called at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on December 27th and announced that his Government in- 
tended to make a declaration on January 1st, upon extraterritoriality. 
He added that China had obtained from the British Government the 
promise that January 1st would he considered by them as the date 
of the starting point of negotiations in view of the suppression of 
that privilege and that the American Government had shown similar 
favorable dispositions. The French Minister of Foreign Affairs 
replied to the Chinese Minister as follows : 

Telegram in three sections. 

An attached memorandum dated December 31, 1929, by W. H. Beck, Assistant 
to the Secretary of State, reads : “The attached was handed to the Secretary by 
the French Ambassador at Woodley yesterday.” 
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1. The French Government had informed, on several occasions, 
the Chinese Government, that the desires of the latter -were being 
considered with sympathy and had let known the conditions to 
which the question of the suppression of extraterritoriality should be 
subordinated. Up to this day the Chinese Government has not made 
any precise proposals to the French Government. Consequently the 
latter does not find it possible to admit that January 1st 1930, should 
be the starting point of negotiations. The numerous notes exchanged 
between the French and Chinese Governments constitute already an 
exchange of views that the French Government is disposed to con- 
tinue upon the basis of previous notes. 

2. Among the conditions required by the French Government, the 
necessity for both parties to come to an agreement upon the principle 
of a basis for gradual evolution, is the principal one. The Chinese 
Government has not replied, as yet, whether they are of that opinion. 

3. Under no circumstances the French Government could consent 
to the suppression of extraterritoriality in the form attributed by 
press dispatches to the Central Committee of Kouomingtang. Should 
the Chinese Government proceed to the unilateral denxmciation of 
the Franco-Chinese Treaty of 1858, the French Government would 
reserve its full liberty of action in the presence of such an obvious 
violation of rights conceded to French citizens by a treaty, the re- 
vision of which, at the request of the French Government, is pro- 
vided for every 12 years, the next period due to end on October 25th, 
1932. 

The Chinese Minister gave the promise to the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to wire to his Government. M. Briand desires to 
bring the above-mentioned information to the attention of the Honor- 
able Secretary of State./. 

Washington, December 30, 1929. 


793.003/232 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Gharg^ in China (Perkins) 

Washington, December 31, 1929 — ^noon. 

436. Your 1200, December 29, 2 p. m., and 1204, December 30, 
5 p. m. For your instruction and the guidance of American of- 
ficials in China, the Department does not regard the declaration of 
the Chinese Government as having altered the legal status qw. You 
may so inform your colleagues. 

STIMsbsf 
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711.933/242 

Memoramdium Tyy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern 

{HornbecJe) of a Conversation With the Chinese 
(C. C. Wu) , 

[Washington,] December 31 , 192 # 

Dr. Wu called by appointment. He had asked by telephoiie " 
whether the Department was prepared to reply to the inquiry whkfi 
he had made during the conversation of December 28 : He had ask# 
whether this Government would be willing to do what the BritisS 1 
Government had done, namely, assent to the issuing of a declaration 
the Chinese Government on the subject of the abolition of extraterri- ■ f 
toriality. 

Mr. Hornbeck stated that it appeared that the Chinese Government ; 
had on December 28 issued a declaration. Dr. Wu said that this was 
true. Mr. Hornbeck said that it appeared that this declaration was 
issued in the form of an announcement to the world and he asked 
whether it had been addressed to any government or governments. 
Dr. Wu said that it was in the nature of a proclamation or decree and 
that it had not been addressed to any foreign government. Mr. Horn- 
beck said that it appeared also that the Chinese Government had issued 
another declaration on December 30 explaining or amplifying the 
declaration issued on December 28. Dr. Wu said that the statement 
of December 30 was not a declaration but was a statement made by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Wang, in explanation of the Declara- 
tion. Mr. Hornbeck said that, in view of the fact that the Chinese 
Government had already issued a declaration and a statement in 
relation thereto, it would seem that there would be no need to go into 
the question which Dr. Wu had asked on December 28 : ‘Would the 
American Government approve the issuing by the Chinese Govern- 
ment of a declaration?” Dr. Wu said that it might be regarded as 
belated but that nevertheless he would like to have it a matter of record 
that this Government approved as the British Government had 
approved. Mr, Hornbeck said that it was felt here that the statement 
of view which had been read to Dr. Wu on December 28, together with 
the proposals which had been made to Dr. Wu during the conversa- 
tions of past weeks on the subject of an agreement, and together with 
the last paragraph of this Government’s note of November 1 and its 
earlier note of August 10 sufficiently indicated this Government’s 
attitude and view. He said that this Government had gone quite as 
far as the British Government went in its aide-rrh&nhoire of December 
20 and that it had sufficiently indicated that it was willing that 
J anuary 1, 1930, be looked upon as a date which might mark the begin- 
ning of a period in which effective steps should be taken toward 
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arriving at an agreement under the terms of which and in accordance 
with the provisions of which extraterritoriality might be, by a gradual 
process, abolished. Mr. Hornbeck laid before Dr. Wu the pertinent 
paragraph of the British aide’-memoire of December 20, and a copy 
of the draft proposal which Mr. Johnson had handed to Dr. Wu on 
December 21, and Dr. Wu admitted that the concrete proposal made 
by this Government went as far as or forther than the British Govern- 
ment’s statement in the way of indicating willingness that the date 
January 1, 1930, be signalized as an outstanding date in connection 
with the problem of extraterritoriality. Mr. Hornbeck then took 
occasion to reiterate that this Government feels that there is but one 
line of procedure practicable by way of effecting the relinquishment by 
this Government of its rights with relation to extraterritorial juris- 
diction, namely, the method of agreement; and he stated that this 
Government regards the problem as one which must be dealt with on 
the basis of realities and with a view to effecting the transition from 
the present system of jurisdiction to a r%ime in which China’s juris- 
diction shall be exclusive in a manner which shall work the minimum 
of hardship to the persons and the interests most directly concerned 
and to be affected. He referred not alone to recent statements on that 
subject but to the statement made public by the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Kellogg, on January 27, 1927.®®^ He said that it was known every- 
where that the American Government wished to be helpful to China 
and had no desire to put any ob^acles in the way of China’s progress; 
that we had no selfish economic or political objectives in our China 
policy ; that what we most desire is that the progress reported as being 
made in China be real progress rather than merely apparent or 
affirmed as assumed progress ; that we are willing to go a little ahead 
of the facts of accomplishment; but that we cannot consent or assent 
to the abolition of treaty provisions by unilateral action on China’s 
part. Mr. Hornbeck said that it would seem on the face of the declara- 
tion of December 28 and Dr. Wang’s explanation of December 30 that 
the Chinese Government does not contemplate abolition in fact at this 
time ; and he said that Dr. Wang had apparently reiterated that China 
wished to negotiate. Dr. Wu said that China of course wished to 
negotiate. 

Mr. Hornbeck referred again to the fact that this Government has 
knowledge of the declaration and the statement on the basis of gen- 
eral information and not by virtue of any document addressed to this 
Government. Dr. Wu affirmed again that the declaration was in the 
nature of a general proclamation and Dr. Wang’s statement was a 

See telegram No. 28, January 25, 1927, to the Charge in China, Foreign Rela- 
tions, 1927, vol. n, p. 350. 
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public statement. (Note : It is observed that the newspaper rep<^- 
carry the statement that the Chinese Government has instructed % , 
Ministers abroad to communicate these matters to the Government’^ 
which they are accredited. Dr. Wu gave no indication that he l|g 
received such an instruction.) 

S[TAi<rnET] K. H[ornm!(^| 

793 . 003 / 233 : Telegram 

TJn^ Secretary of State to the Chary e in China (Perkins) 

[Paraphrase] ' 

WASmsTCfTON, December 31, 1929 — 7 p,®, 

489. Reference your 1200, December 29, 2 p. m. ; 1204, Decern^ 
30, 5 p. m. ; and 1205, December 80, 6 p. m. i 

(1) The Department does not regard sending of the text of 
declaration to Bucknell by Dr. C. T. Wang’s personal note as official^ 
notifying the United States 'Government; and the Chinese Govern- 
ment has not previously formally notified this Government of the ipr 
tention to issue a declaration. However, the Chinese Governments 
declaration having been made and published, the existence and con? 
tents thereof are noted by the United States Government. The pet? 
sonal note given Bucknell should receive no written acknowledgment” 

(2) If you are confronted with inquiries, you may discreetly use 
the information that this Government has not entered into any agree- 
ment, nor given any encouragement to the idea, that the United States 
Government would assent to extraterritorial rights being abolished 
by the unilateral action of China. Officers of the Department have, 
on the contrary, explained on numerous occasions to the Chinese 
Minister that the United States Government can only by treaty 
processes' surrender its treaty rights and stands on the statement 
which was made in the concluding paragraph of the American note 

i dated November 1.“ The Department is engaged in discussions with 
Dr. C. C. Wu looking toward ultimate conclusion of an agreement 
and anticipates these discussions continuing. 

SmisoN 

" In telegram No. 10, January 3, 1980, the Charg4 in China quoted a telegrpi 
Of December 29 from Bucknell saying; “A personal note enclosing translation 
of mandate was addressed to me informally and privately by Wang to his private 
capacity and was acknowledged without comment last night to same manner 
by a private note with personal signature and no title.” (798.003/242) 

See telegram No. 968, November 4, from the Minister in China, p. 616. 
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ABOLITION BY CHINA OP OFFICES OF COMMISSIONERS OP FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS 


711.933/135 : Telegram 


The Minister in China {MaoMwrray) to the Secretary of State 


Pehtcng, September 10, 1929 — ^5 p jn. 

[Received September 11 — ^10 : 15 p. m.®®] 

809. Legation’s 764, August 24, 11 a. m.®® 

1. In a note dated August 17th. Minister for Foreign Affairs®^ 
states that he has received an instruction from the National Govern- 
ment that oflSices of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs at the several 
ports be abolished at the end of August and that oflSices of the 
Provincial Commissioners of Foreign Affairs will be abolished at 
the end of the year. Notes' state that in accordance with the pro- 
cedure establish [ed] all cases involving foreign intercourse shall 
thereafter be handled by the Central Government and ordinary affairs 
such as travel and trade of foreign residents shall be handled by the 
appropriate local oflEices. 

2. The English translation of the procedure above referred [to] 
is as follows : 


“(1) After the abolition of offices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Affairs, all cases in the several localities involving foreign intercourse 
shall be handled by the Central Government and local governments 
shall not be allowed to deal with foreigners directly or to establidi 
any organs similar to oflices of Commissioners for Foreign Aflfairs, 
in order to avoid confusion and nonuniformity. 

(2) After the abolition of oflices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Aflfairs, all matters involving foreigners except those restricted by 
laws and mandates shall be handled in the same way as Chinese cases. 

(3) After the abolition of oflices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Affairs, all matters involving foreigners which do not concern foreign 
relations such as trade, issuance of deeds for the lease of land, travel 
papers, naturalization, and other affairs concerning the protection 
and control of foreign residents, shall be handled by the special mu- 
nicipal governments in places where special municipalities are estab- 
lished and the several provinces by the several municipal govern- 
ments or by Hsien governments where municipal governments have 
not yet been established. The appropriate special municipal, munici- 
pal and Hsien governments, respectively, shall assign these affairs in 
accordance with their nature to the respective appropriate bureaus 
and sections under their control for action. 

(4) After the abolition of the offices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Anairs in case negotiations arise from the handling by the several 
special municipal, municipal or Hsien governments of the foreign 


Telegram in eight sections. 
*®Not printed. 

^ O. T. Wang. 

Meaning “district.” 
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cases specified in the preceding article, the matter shall be trans- 
mitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for action. 

(5) In case it is deemed necessary, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
may directly command the several special municipal, municipal or 
Hsien government [s] in the handling of affairs concerning foreigners. 

(6) After the abolition of the oflSces of Commissioners for Foreign 
Affairs at the several ports, all pending appeals in mixed cases shafi 
be temporarily turned over to the offices of special appointed Com- 
missioners for Foreign Affairs for the several appropriate provinces 
for continuance of action. After the abolition of the offices of special 
appointed Commissioners for Foreign Affairs all such cases shall be 
turned over to the proper courts for action. 

(7) After the abolition of the offices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Affairs as regards passports for travel abroad, all diplomatic pass- 
ports shall be issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ordinaiy 
passports shall be issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the 
special municipal or Hsien governments in commercial ports for issu- 
ance in accordance with regulations, monthly reports still to 
submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for inspection. 

(8) At the time of the abolition of the offices of Commissioners 
for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall notify the 
Ministers of the several nations that in future all diplomatic cases 
shall be handled by the Central Government and that as to foreign 
cases which do not concern foreign relations, instructions should be 
issued to consuls at the several localities to order their respective 
nations \jmtionaLs\ themselves directly to submit petition to the 
appropriate organizations for action. 

(9) After the abolition of the offices of Commissioners for Foreign 
Affairs, the reemployment of all efficient officers and employees in the 
service shall be taken under consideration.” 

3. Following -is an exchange of telegrams with regard to this sub- 
ject between the American companies \C (ynsulate\^ Nanking, and the 
Legation, copies of which are being circulated to the American con- 
sular offices in China for their personal guidance in the new situation 
created by this action on the part of the Chinese Government; 

“August 29, 11 a. m. I have received formal notice from the Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs at Chinkiang that his office will be 
abolished on the last day of August and" that all pending protection 
cases have been handed over to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
action. . 

I request the Legation’s permission to ask the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for detailed information as to the method of handling many 
protection cases now pending in the Chinkiang district”. 

“September 3, 4 p. m. Your August 29, 11 a. m. The Legation be- 
lieves that it would be inexpedient for you to inquire as to the method 
of handling pending protection cases, since the Chinese would be very 
likely to lay down a detailed procedure which consular officers could 
not, with a view either to the maintenance of our treaty provisions 
on the subject or to the obtaining of practical results, fully follow. 
It is suggested that you adopt a defensive attitude, seeking to protect 
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American interests by dealing if possible with the highest local terri- 
torial oflSlcial and reporting to the Legation the situation as it 
develops.’^ 

4. The action of the Chinese Government as above described ap- 
peared about to minimize the authority and prestige of foreign con- 
sular officials in China and thereby to impair their effectiveness in 
protecting the interests of their respective nationals. It would also 
appear from the text of the “procedure” that the Chinese intend no 
longer to regard the treaty provisions prescribing the rules of inter- 
course between foreign consular and Chinese officials. The Legation 
is therefore apprehensive that numerous difficulties will arise in the 
application of the new procedure and its instruction to the American 
company l^Oonsulate']^ Nanking, was accordingly made in the guarded 
language quoted in paragraph 3. 

The Legation requests the Department’s approval of the position 
which the Legation has taken and would be glad to receive an ex- 
pression of its views on the various phases of the general question 
involved. 

MacMtjkray 


711.933/136 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMurray) 

Washingtok, September 17, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

309. Your 809 of September 10 and 754 of August 24, 11 a. m.®® 

1. Department approves position taken by Legation in its tele- 
gram of September 3, 4 p. m. to the Consul at Nanking. 

2. With regard to the general question of abolishment of offices 

of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs, Department does not feel that 
any protest to the Chinese Government is called for, as this matter 
appears to be one of internal administration. The establishment of 
these offices in 1913 was made a subject of protest by the Diplomatic 
Body to the Chinese Foreign Office (see Legation’s despatch to Depart- 
ment No. 1014 of September 18, 1913 . 

3. The Department suggests that in reply to Whng’s note on this 
matter, you inform him that this Government is prepared to cooperate 
with the Chinese authorities with a view to bringing the new pro- 
cedure into operation with a minimum of inconvenience. You should 
at the same time make full reservation of American rights under the 
treaties, and inform Wang that this Government expects that the 
rights of American plaintiffs in appellate cases now pending before 
the Commissioners of Foreign Affairs will not be in any way preju- 

“liatter not printed. 

‘“Not printed, 
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diced by the new procedure. You may inform him that this Govmk 
ment expects, also, that under the new procedure its consular 
shall continue to have the right to communicate as occasion 
demand on matters concerning their nationals with the 
provincial authorities as contemplated and expressly provided W 
existing treaties and in accordance with prevailing recognized usa^l 
,4. In as much as this would appear to be a matter of general 
cern, it is believed that it would be well for you to discuss the questibi 
with your interested colleagues. If, after discussion with them 
feel that the Department’s position as stated above should be 
please refer the matter to the Department for further consideratj^ 
with your comments and suggestions. ^ i 


711.033/145 : Telegram * 

The Minister in China (MacMurray') to the Secretary of Staie 

Pedetn-g, October 4, 1929--U a. fill 
[Received October 5^7 : 60 p. m.»i 

856. Department’s 309, September 18 \1T\, 6 p. m., paragraph 4 ' 
As a result of discussions among my interested colleagues, Seniffip 
Minister has prepared the following draft which it is proposed that 
he should forward to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the iwine 
of the diplomatic body : 

“On behalf of my colleagues I have the honor to acknowledge tibie 
receipt of the notes of 17th August last which Your Excellent' 
addressed to the Heads of Legation informing them of a decision 
office of Commissioners for Foreign Affairs at the several ports be, 
abolished at the end of August of this year and offices of the several 
specially appointed Commissioners for Foreign Affairs at the end 
December of this year and in which you further informed them of 
tM enactment of the regulative procedure for the abolition of these 
ojflSlces. 

_ I ani desired by my colleagues, the Heads of I.egations, to inform; 
iOUr Excellency that this Government \^their u-ovemments^ are 
prepared, subject to full reservation of the rights under the treaties, 
to cooperate with the Chinese authorities with a view to bringing the 
into operation with a minimum of inconvenience. 

Further I am desired to inform Your Excellency ttiat it is expected 
that the rights of foreign plaintijSEs in appellate cases now pending 
before the Commissioners for F oreign Affairs will not be in any way 
prejudiced by the new procedure and also that it must remain under- 
stood that the foreign consular officers shall continue to have; the 
right at all times to* address themselves on behalf of their nationals 
direictly to the local territorial officials and also to the highest pro^ 
vincial authorities whenever occasion for doing so may arise. 


3Cele|frain in two sections. 
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Finally the Heads of Xegation trast that with the abolition of the 
Commissioners for Foreign Affairs no change is contemplated in 
established rule that all documents or communications emanating 
from the Chinese authorities and destined for the information of 
foreigners will be transmitted to them through Uie intermediary of 
their respective consular officers unless it is a question of documents 
for which foreigners concerned have applied directly to the Chinese 
authorities.” 

2. Department’s approval is requested by telegraph. 

MacMijekat 


ril.933/145 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washikgton', October 10, 1929 — ^noon. 

328. Your 856, October 4, 11 a. m. 

1. The Department approves the substance of the draft note but 
feels that the language used is at some points unnecessarily peremp- 
tory in tone. You are instructed therefore to suggest to your col- 
leagues the following alterations; In the phrase “Further I am 
desired” omit “Further”,; replace “must remain” with “is”; after 
“arise” add in accordance with prevailing rec6gnized usage” ; omit 
“Finally”. 

2. If these alterations and/or others to the same effect prove 
acceptable the Department authorizes you to give your approval to 
the draft. 

SnMSON 


711.933/162 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ohip/i {MacMwrray') to the Secretary of State 

PErprNTG, October 30, 1929 — 7 p. m. 
[Received October 3(> — ^11:03 a. m.] 
938. Department’s 328, October 10, noon. Note dated October 28 
was forwarded to Minister for Foreign Affairs by Senior Minister. 
This note embodies the changes suggested in Department’s instruction 
mentioned and omits last paragraph of the draft contained in my 
856, October 4, 11 a. m. 

MaoMtjrrat 


151.096/143 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister i/n China (MacMurray) 

Washustotok, November 12, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
372. Your 809, September 10. Since Commissioners of Foreign 
Affairs or officials in that capacity so far have been the only officials 
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authorized by the Chinese Government to issue Section Six certificBift "' 
to Chinese citizens desiring to come to the United States the Depart 
ment considers it to be advisable that in your discretion you siig gca i ' 
to the Foreign Office that upon the abolition of the offices of th ' 
Commissioners of Foreign Affairs other officials be specifically auth(^!' ’ 
ized to issue such certificates. In this coimection you may point 
the inconvenience which would be occasioned to Chinese citizMJs 
desiring to come to this country through a failure to authorize nfljmn}; 
to issue Section Six certificates. The Department realizes the possi- 
bility of a repercussion to such a suggestion in the form of a revival 
of protests against the Chinese exclusion laws generally and therefore 
would appreciate being informed if, in your opinion, the present is 
not an opportune time to take up this matter with the Chiuese Gov- 
ernment. 

Stebisos 

151.096/144 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaaMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, November 14, 192&— 3 p. ©. 

[Eeceived November 15 — ^9 : 05 a. m.] 

997. Department’s 372, November 12, 6 p. m. Pursuant to sugges- 
tion from Gauss,®® a note along the lines indicated was sent to the 
Foreign Office October 22; it was tactfully worded and I do not appre- 
hend that it will furnish occasion for repercussion. Copy of note 
was sent the American Consul under cover of my despatch Numb® 
2412, November 1st.®" o® 

MacMtjreat 

161.096/145 : Telegram 

Tha Charge m Chi/na {PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 13, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 56 p. m.] 

1140. Legation’s number 997, November 14, 3 p. m. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in a note dated December 3 states that, after the 
abolition of the offices of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs, Section 
Six Mrtificates will be issued by the local organizations charged with 
the issuance of passports in accordance with paragraph 7 of the 
procedure” transmitted to the Department in Legation’s 809, Sep- 
tember 10, 5 p. m. 

Perkins 

Gauss, Consul General at Tientsin. 
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151.096/145 : Telegram 

TTie Secretary of State to the Charge m China {Perhims) 

Washington, December 20, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

422. Legation’s 1140, December 13, 1 p. m. The I^epartment is 
of the opinion that Section Six certificates should be accepted only 
if issued by an official who is known to have specific authority from 
his government to issue such certificates. 

Since the words ^‘special municipal or Hsien Governments in com- 
mercial ports” seem to be too general and ambiguous the Department 
desires you to request from the Minister for Foreign Affairs a list 
of the officials in China authorized to issue Section Six certificates 
and a list of the places where these officials are stationed. 

In this last connection reference is made to Legation’s despatch 
ilSro. 39, dated December lY, 1913,®® transmitting list of officials author- 
ized to issue Section Six certificates and Rule 11, Department of 
Labor’s Rules Governing the Admission of Chinese dated October 1, 
1926. 

The Department considers question urgent and desires to be in- 
formed by telegraph of authorized officials when list is received from 
Foreign Office. 

Stimson 


711.933/222 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Canton {Jenhins^ to the Secretary of Stale 

Canton, December 23, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 23 — 12 : 50 p. m.] 
Referring to my telegrams of December 16, 4 p. m., and December 
20, 11 a. m.,®® I have just received formal notice from the Commis- 
sioner of Foreign Affairs that his office is to be closed on December 
31, after which date all matters formerly handled by him will be 
under the direction of the ‘‘special municipal government of Canton.” 
Unless otherwise instructed, I shall insist upon my right to correspond 
and deal with the Governor and other high officials as conditions 
may require. Not to do so would result in serious loss of consular 
dignity and prestige which, in my opinion, is exactly what the 
Chinese are endeavoring to accomplish. 

According to a letter from American missionary in Toishan dis- 
trict, idea appears to be growing among uneducated classes that 
Chinese Government will take possession of all American property 
on January 1 and that Americans and other foreigners will then 
become subject to Chinese courts. 

Department and Legation informed. Jenkins 

•“ Not printed 
•• Neither printed 
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711.988/222 : Tdegram 

The Secretary of State to the OTiargS in China (PerMns) 

WAsmNQTON, December 27, 1929 — 3 p, 

431. Legation’s 938, October 30, 7 p. m., and Canton’s 
23, 3 p.m. In regard to all dealings with Chinese authorities 1 
quent to abolition of offices of Commissioners of Foreign Affairs, ( 
sular officers should be guided by principles enunciated in Diplranaa^ 
Body’s note of October 28, 1929, to Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Nanking, copy of which should be circularized to all consular office 
with appropriate instructions. : 



161.096/145 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the GTia/rge in China (Perjbins) 


Washikoton*, December 30, 1929 — 5 p. i^| " 
433. Department's 422, December 20 , 7 p. m. It would appear froiiii; ! 
several precis of investigation lately received at Department tW 
certain consular officers are accepting Section Six certificates signed bj ^ 
local officials such as mayors, magistrates, et cetera, although the 
partment has not been informed that these officials have been author- 
ized by the Chinese Government to issue such certificates. Instruct 
consuls to decline to visa Section Six certificates unless they are issued 
by authorized officials whose names are included in the list mentioned 
in the Department’s 422 of December 20, and until list has been 
approved by Department.™ 

Stimsox 


NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING THE PROVISIONAL COURT IN THE INTER. 
NATIONAL SETTLEMENT AT SHANGHAI « 

89S. 06/148 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of StaJte ^ 


Peking, May 18, 1929—3 p. nn 
[Received May 18 — ^2 :30 p. m.”] 


399, 1. Following note has been received from the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs dated May 8th, 1929: 

‘With reference to the Mixed Court formerly established in tha 
International Settlement, Shanghai, I have the honor to recall that 


. Chinese Government thereafter authorized duly designated oflBLcials tV 

issue Section Six certificates. 

concerning the Provisional Coujrt and the'fprroer 
M^^Ctourt at ^anghal, see l^oreign ReJations, 1926, voi. x, pp. 10^ fC. 
telegram in five sections, . 
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repeated protests have been lodged with the Minivers of the interested 
powers by the former Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Peking accom- 
panied by demands for its restitution until in 1926 the parties con- 
cerned deputed officers to hold joint discussions from which however 
proper and complete results were unobtainable. Although at present 
the judicial municipality of the Settlement has undergone modification 
in the final result its nature is obscure and consequently it is discrepant 
from the national system and because of its inconveniences is reviled 
by the people. In point of fact this cannot be concealed. 

At present the national friendship between China and the foreign 
powers is steadily becoming closer and on this basis reform is urgenSy 
to be hoped for in order to meet the needs of the present time. 

I therefore have the honor, Mr. Minister, especially to lay this matter 
earnestly before you and, respecting the above-mentioned judicial 
organism, to request a frank and sincere conference and, as soon as 
possible, the satisfactory settlement of an appropriate and complete 
arrangement in order that a final solution may be contrived, thus up- 
holding the rights of jurisdiction and strengthening the national 
friend^ip. 

Aside from having addressed formal notes to the Ministers of the 
interested powers, I have the honor, Mr. Minister, to address this 
formal note for your information and to request a reply.” 

2. At meeting of the diplomatic body yesterday it was agreed that 
the matter was one of common concern for those participating in 
the Mixed Court rendition agreement of 1926, and the Senior Minister 

* was authorized to [apparent omission] a reply for the consideration 
of his colleagues, the text of which is as follows : 

[For text of note as submitted on June 7, see telegram No. 461, 
June 11, 8 p. m., from the Minister in China, printed m/m.] 

3. Text of note and draft reply are being repeated to Cunningham 
for comment as American Consul General. 

MaoMitbrat 


893.05/149 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurrwy) to the Secreta^ry of State 

Peking, June 11, 1929 — ^8 p. m. 

[Received June 12^ — 4:15 p. m.^®] 

461. Legation’s 399, May 18, 3 p. m. Reply actually sent by Senior 
Minister, June 7, reads as follows: 

“I had the honor together with some of my honorable colleagues 
to receive Tour Excellency’s note of May 8 containing the proposal 
to open negotiations in all sincerity to arrive at a proper and satis- 
factory arrangement concerning the question of tne former Mixed 
Court at Shanghai. 

As Tour Excellency is aware the same {said'] former Mixed Court 
was reconstituted by an agreement signed in 1926 by representatives 


™ Telegram in three sections. 
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of the provincial government of Kiangsu and — after approval pi 
Heads of Legations accredited in China — by the consular repre^"^ 
tives at Shanghai of the powers enjoying extraterritorial rij 
In consequence of this agreement a new judicial organization 
established in Shanghai on January 1, 1927. 

The contents of xour Excellency’s note were discussed by all « 
Heads of the Legations concerned, who concurred [corn/prise^; 
view of the above, not only the six to whom the note was addrr 
(i.e., the diplomatic representatives of America, Brazil, Great Bri1 
France, the Netherlands and Norway), but also the diplo] 
representatives of Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Japan, Portug^, 
and Sweden. fi 

As a result of this discussion I am deputed to inform Your 
cellency that it is their unanimous opinion that, in view of the obt * 
ing conditions and in order to reach a satisfactory decision in 
speediest way possible, the question of the reorganization of 
present court should be examined on behalf of the Heads of 
Legations concerned by a commission chosen from among their 
representatives together with representatives of the Chinese GoTpi^ 
ment and that the conclusion [s] thus arrived at should in due catm 
be submitted to the several Ministers and to the National Gove% 
ment of China. I am, however, desired by my colleagues to add M 
this connection that the Ministers concerned cannot disguise frow 
themselves the fact that certain imsatisfactory features in the fun^ 
tioning of the court, under the said agreement of 1926, have 
due [to] external political and administrative interference with 
operation and that they regard it as essential that these extemtf 
influences should be excluded in future. v 

My colleagues, whilst submitting to Your Excellency the abom 
proposal for the examination of this question by a joint commission, 
express the sincere hope that by dealing with the matter in this prao?‘ 
tical way a final settlement will before long be effected, so that Ae 
peace and order of the International Settlement in Shanghai may 
be safeguarded and justice administered in accordance with existing 
rights and international good will increased.” 

MaoMubbat 


893.05/152 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of StaJte 

Peking, June 29, 1929 — ^noon, 
[Received June 29 — 4:01 a.m.] 

520. Legation’s No. 459, June 20 [7<?], 5 p. m.'^^ Following from 
American Consul General at Shanghai: 

“June 28, 4 p.m. Senior Consul has received from Commissioner 
of Foreign Affairs a letter dated June 28, 1929, as follows: 

T have the honor to inform you of the receipt of the following instruction 
from ^e Kiangsu Provincial Government : “The provisional agreement for the 
rendition of the Shanghai Mixed Court, which has been in force since January 
1, 1927, is deemed inapplicable under the present circumstances.” 


Not printed. 
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In view of the above instruction, I have to transmit this order for your in- 
formation in the name of the Kiangsu Provincial Government.’ 

CIiiii6se characters for STihquotation will he telegraphed shortly. 
1 am submitting the Commissioner’s letter to the consular body to- 
morrow.” 

The American [Minister and the Senior IVIinister have been in- 
formed. 

For the Minister: 

Hewss 


893,05/153 : Telegram 

T7te Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 2, 1929 — 7 p.m. 

[Received 11 p.in.] 

532. My 620, June 29, noon. Following from Senior Consul, 
Shanghai, to Senior Minister in telegram dated June 29, noon. 

“The following reply to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs 
from the Senior Consul is approved by the consular Body com- 
mittee: 

•I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter dated Jnne 28, 
1929, in which yon quote an Instruction from the Kiangsu Provincial Govern- 
ment as foUows: “The provisional agreement for the rendition of the Shanghai 
Mixed Court which has been in force since .Tanuary 1, 1927, is deemed inap- 
plicable under the present circumstances.” It is presumed that your letter 
communicating this Instruction to me Is intended to he the notice provided for 
in the final sentence of article 7 of the Mixed Court rendition agreement of 
August 31, 1926.’ ” 

For the Minister: 

Hewbs 


893.05/155 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 11, 192& — 5 p. m. 

[Received 11:45 p. m.^®] 

558. My telegram No. 461, June 11, 8 p. m. 

1. American, Brazilian, British, French, Netherlands, and Norwe- 
gian Legations have received from the Minister for Foreign AjBfairs 
notes dated July 3rd (of which the following is our translation) in 
reply to the Senior Minister’s note of June 7th : 

‘‘Regarding the negotiation of an arrangement in connection with 
the judicial organ in me International Settlement at Shanghai, I have 
the honor to inform you that I have not failed to note the context of the 
formal note of June 7th from the Netherlands Minister. 


Telegram In six sections. 



686 


FOREIGIN REI/ATI03SrS, 192 9, VOI/TJMBi n 


I have the honor to observe that this question is primarily? lu. 
of a sectional nature and that prior to the ioint discussion at PeM 
1926 the Ministers of the several interested powers were already j 
of the inappropriateness of relegating this matter to local re’priu. 
lives for deliberation, therefore, at that time the discussions Weire^l 
directly between the Ministers of the several interested powert 1 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and no local representatives n 
ticipated therein. 

Since it is now desired to arrive at a final settlement, it is of l 
proper and fitting to continue the joint discussions in all sinc^ 
between the Central Government and the Ministers of the se^ 
interested powers. 

This Ministry considers that complications would only be creil^ 
and that no actual benefit would be derived from the proposal intj^ 
note under reply that the question should be examined by a comip# 
sion chosen from among the Legations’ local representatives togefii# 
with representatives of my Government, their conclusions to be 
mitted for consideration and decision to the several Ministers andii^ 
the National Government of China, and I regret that I am unablfM 
concur in this proposal. 

Aside from addressing the Ministers of the several intereJ^ 
powers, I have the honor, Mr. Minister, to request that you 
good enough to note the foregoing and to express the hope tlmtyA: 
will at once open negotiations directly with this Ministry for^^ 
sake of satisfaction and despatch. ; r 

I have the honor, further, to request a reply.” ; 

2. At a meeting of the diplomatic body today it was decided that tbi :: 
representatives of all countries party to the rendition agreenii^l 
should submit to their Governments for approval a draft reply t© % 
made in their behalf by the Senior Minister, of which the substan&i 
portion is as follows : 


“I am desired by my colleagues, the interested Heads of Legation, 
to point out that the above-mentioned proposal was made with a vie^ 
to finding in the quickest way possible the most practical solution to 
the problem of effecting a final settlement of the Shanghai court 
questions. 

In 1925 protracted discussions took place in Peking between repre- 
sentatives of the interested Legations and some Chinese officials dele- 
gated for the purpose ; but it had to be recognized that these discus- 
sions could not lead to any tangible results, and, after the matter had 
been left in abeyance for some time, it was found that the only vaj 
of arriving at a workable solution was by negotiations in Shanghai 
itself. 

It was with the object lesson before them that I was required by my 
colleagues to propose a similar way of procedure in the present 
instance, which seemed all the more desirable as circumstances have 
become more complicated since the former negotiations took place. 

My colleagues regret that this very practical proposal does not meet 
'v^th Your Excellency’s approval, more especially as it seemed to thm 
the only way to obtain speedy results in a question which can hardly 
brook delay. 
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I need not remind Your Excellency of the fact that the present 
agreement between the consular body in Shanghai and the Kiangsu 
Provincial Government holds good until December 81st and thereafter 
for a further period of three years unless in the meanwhile revised 
[by?] mutual consent of the parties to that agreement, or imless 
replaced by new agreement concluded between the interested heads of 
mission and the authorities of the Central Government. As Your 
Excellency is no doubt aware, however, the Commissioner for Foreign 
Affairs at Shanghai has communicated to the Senior Consul in behalf 
of the Kiangsu Provincial Government, under date of June 28th, a 
statement that the provisional agreement for the rendition of the 
Shanghai Mixed Court, which had been in force since January 1, 
192T, is considered inapplicable under present circumstances. This 
has been construed by the consular body as the required notice pre- 
liminary to negotiations for revision at the instance of either of the 
parties as provided by article 7. In the light of Your Excellency’s 
letter, however, there would appear to be a question whether the com- 
munication of the Kwangsi \Kiang8u\ Provincial Government should 
not rather have been construed as a repudiation by it of further obli- 
gations under the agreement. Should that construction be correct 
and should the interested heads of mission have found it impossible in 
the meanwhile to bring to a conclusion negotiations with Your Excel- 
lency’s Government for a new agreement, tiiere would, of course, be 
no alternative for them but to accept, however little they desire to do 
so, the fact of a reversion to the status qua ante and to reestablish the 
Mixed Court before January 1, 1930, until such time as it might be 
possible to provide for the rendition of the court upon more satisfactory 
and workable terms mutually acceptable to the parties. 

In view of the above, my colleagues and myself are still of 
opinion that the most satisfactory way of meeting the Chinese Gov- 
ernment’s wishes as expressed in Your Excellenc;ps note of 8th May 
last and of obtaining speedy results would be through negotiating in 
the first instance by means of a joint commission in Shanghai as indi- 
cated in my note of June 7th, and I am therefore desired to request 
Your Excellency to take this proposal once more into consideration. 
It was made in a spirit of good win and friendship and with a view 
to settling a question which during the last few years has proved to be 
unsatisfactory to all parties.” 

I beg to request your approval. 

MacMtjkray 


893.05/156 : T^€^ram 

Tlie Minister im. Ghma {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Feeiito, July 25, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 
[Keceived 12 :15 p. m. 

626. Keference paragraph No. 2, my 558, Jiriy 13 [-U], 5 p. m. 
Upon the assumption (which, as reported in my telegram of June 

“Telegram In tliree sections. 
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10, we know to be incorrect) that the Nanking Government p: 
to negotiate with the interested foreign representatives an agr^ 
for the rendition of the Shanghai Provincial \PTOvisionaI\ Court 
more satisfactory and workable terras mutually acceptable t(Ci( 
parties, the British Government has instructed the British 
that in replying to the Minister for Foreign Affairs it consider 
premature to make any reference to possible reversion of the 
to the status quo ante. The British Minister accordingly p; 
to the diplomatic body a text which omits any reference pf 
nature, and the diplomatic body this morning adopted such, 
which will be sent to the Minister for Foreign Affairs by the 
Minister on behalf of his colleagues as soon as the Japanese Char^ 
d’Aff aires receives the approval of his Government to which he hai 
considered it necessary to refer the matter. 

2. The following is the substantive portion of the text: 

I am desired by my colleagues, the interested Heads of LegatihlJ 
to point out that the above-mentioned proposal for preliminary exaift 
ination on behalf of Heads of Legation concerned by a commissi# 
of their local representatives [together with representatives ?] of to 
C hinese Government was made in a spirit of entire good will 
friendship with a view to finding in the quickest way promisinig 
sihle?’] ths. most practical solution of a question which during 
few years has not ceased to cause difficulties. In this connectibnT 
need not remind Your Excellency of the fact that by its terms Mi 
present provisional agreement between the consular body in Shanghai' 
and the Kiangsu Provincial Government holds good until December 
31 next and thereafter for a further period of three years unless iii 
the meantime revised by mutual consent of the parties to that agree- 
ment or unless replaced by new agreement concluded between the 
interested heads of Mission and the Central Government. 

3. In the meanwhile my colleagues and I, while still of the opinidii 
[that] the best, most satisfactory way of meeting the wishes of the 
Chinese Government as expressed in Your Excellency’s note of Mat 
8 last and of obtaining the most speedy results, would be througl 
an examination in the first instance by a joint local commission, such 
as suggested in my note of June 7, with a view to the submission of 
recommendations to Your Excellency’s Government and to the inter- 
ested Heads of Legation^ reaffirm their willingness to enter into 
negotiations with the Chinese Government in accordance with the 
provisions of article 7 of the agreement of 1926 and await the receipt 
from Your Excellency of such concrete proposals as might furnish 
a basis for the negotiations, 

MaoMurbat 

Not printed. 

® The J apanese Chargd in China in a note of August 1, 1929, notified the Senior 
Minister of his Government’s concurrence in the pronosed note to the Chinese 
Government (893.06/169). 

” Text of note as sent was dated August 2. 
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893.05/158 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Mvnister in China {MacMurray) 


WASHOTGrroK, July 27, 1929 — ^noon. 
251. Your 626, July 25, 11 a. m. The draft note quoted in your tele- 
gram is acceptable to the Department. 


Stimsok 


893.05/154 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtok, August 20, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

277. Reference the Department’s 251, July 27, noon. The Depart- 
ment at this time desires to make certain observations and to invite 
your comments in regard to methods of procedure and subject matter 
of the negotiations which it is assumed, in accordance with article 7 
of the 1926 rendition agreement, will take place between the Chinese 
Government and the foreign diplomatic representatives interested. 

(1) Discussions might be facilitated, in the opinion of the Depart- 
ment, if officers of the Legations were to have a preliminary meet- 
ing with the Chinese Foreign Office representatives in order to pre- 
pare an outline of matters for discussion, in which there might be 
included such specific proposals as the diplomatic representatives and 
the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs had agreed upon as appro- 
priate for discussion. Should you consider this preliminary action 
as desirable, you are authorized to consult your interested colleagues 
concerning the matter, with a view to carrying it into effect. 

(2) Copies of the recommendations which the Senior ConsuPs dep- 
uties at Shanghai made, in their letters dated April 30 and May 28 to 
the Senior Consul, regarding revising the Mixed Court rendition 
agreement of 1926, have been received by the Department.®^ If car- 
ried out, certain of these recommendations would in effect increase 
foreign authority in the Provisional Court, as, for instance, the 
provision for a Senior Consul’s deputy to sit with the Chinese judge 
in watching proceedings in all criminal cases, with the Chinese judge’s 
decision in no case to be regarded as a binding judgment without con- 
currence of the consular official or Senior Consul’s deputy concerned. 
The Department does not believe that it will be possible to obtain the 
Chinese Government’s assent to changes of this kind and, conse- 
quently, does not wish to force an issue thereon. A deadlock in the 
negotiations, with attendant consequences, should, the Department 
believes, be avoided if it is possible to do so without abandonment of 


Neither printed. 
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certain features, of the court that may be regarded as essentiiiSH^tt^ 
period of international control of the International Settleme^ 

(3) American citizens in China who are outside of Shanghai 
been encouraged for more than two years to take to the 
Chinese courts their litigation as plaintiffs and not to ask Afael^SS 
officials to be present to watch the proceedings (see the Legaft^K 
telegram 212, March 12, 1927, 5 p. m., to the Department®^), 

are invited to comment on the question as to whether initiatioisj^p 
the same policy in Shanghai would now, all things coiisid^iri^*! 
advisable. ■ ■ . 

(4) Tour comment is desired by the Department on the quesibp 
as to whether, during the course of negotiations concerning the coi^i 
it might be advisable to treat other unsettled questions afEectingj;^l 
International Settlement and the Port of Shanghai, to include 
extra-Settlement roads, the Whangpu conservancy, and even the 
tlement’s administration, should this subject come up. At 

these questions either are drifting or are active irritants. It is 
ously advisable to come to definite conclusions and to formulaff aI 
plan of procedure. The two questions are: (a) Whether it is lik^c 
that any satisfactory solution can be reached ; (5) what would be 
best method, or methods, of approach. Reference is made in this 
nection to the statement on February 4, 1927, by the Secretary^ ' 
State to various Chinese leaders,®® namely, that “The American . 
ernment will be ready for its part to become a party to friendly, am 
orderly negotiations properly instituted and conducted regarding S , 
future status of the Settlement.”®® ' . " 


893.05/162 : Telegram 


The Minister in China (MaoMurray) to the Seoretanry of 8tat$ 


PEiPiNa, August 31, 1929 — 6 p. 

[Received September 1 — 11 

777. Senior Minister has furnished me the following memoranduin 
of a conversation which he had on the 29th with Mr. Tsien Tai, Coun- 
cilor of the Judicial Yuan, who called on him in behalf of the Minis'^ 
ter for Foreign Affairs : 

. “He began by saying that the Minister for Foreign Affairs greatly 
regretted the delay in the negotiations about the Provisional Court ^ 
caused by the interested Ministers who kept arguing about the way of 
procedure instead of mapping put these negotiations. Now only loiir^ 

m27, VOI. n, p/468. ^ . / : ’ ' , . ■ 

**See ibid., pp. 59-75, passim. 

"Quotation not paraphraseU. • * 

" Telegram in five sections. 
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months remained before the esq^iration of the Shanghai rendition 
agreement. Dr, G. T. Wang therefore proposed that the interested 
Ministers proceed to Nanking at their earliest convenience to start 
the negotiations at once or else appoint their personal representatives 
for that purpose, stating at the same time that the appointment as 
such of the Consuls General at Shanghai would not oe acceptable. 
These could only accompany the Ministers or their diplomatic repre- 
sentatives in the capacity of technical experts. 

Monsieur Oudendijk replied that the delay which unfortunately 
had occurred was due to the Minister for Foreign Affairs not accept- 
ing the very practical proposal of a joint commission in Shanghai 
for carrying on the preliminary discussions and drafting a new 
agreement. Had this idea been acted upon, the bulk of me labor 
would by now have been accomplished. But it was Dr. G. T. Wang 
who insisted upon arguing about the trifles and a great deal of 
valuable time had thus been lost. 

Next, Monsieur Oudendijk pointed out that before the expiration 
of the rendition agreement, which the Bliangsu government had de- 
nounced, it was absolutely necessary that some kind of an under- 
standing with the Central Government should be arrived at as it 
was clear that in the absence thereof a reversion to the status quo 
ante would be the only way to get out of an impasse embarrassing 
to all parties concerned. 

It was, therefore, of the greatest importance that the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, having refused the preliminary discussion in Shanghai, 
should now inform the intere^d Ministers, as soon as po^ible, of 
its intentions and proposals in order that negotiations thereon be 
commenced without further delay and the matter be settled before 
the end of the year. 

Monsieur Oudendijk added that on receipt of these proposals the 
Ministers would be prepared to open the discussion immediately. 

Monsieur Tsien Tai replied that it would be impossible for one 
party at the coming conference to make its proposals known before 
the opening of the conference and that therefore it was Dr. C, T. 
Wang’s wish that the Ministers should first come to Nanking or 
^point their representatives and there learn the ideas of the Chinese 
Government. 

Monsieur Oudendijk said that there was here no question of an 
international conference but merely of an ordinary correspondence 
and an exchange of views between the Government and the accredited 
Ministers of the same nature as had been going on for years. He 
asked how it would be possible, now that the practical way of deal- 
ing with the question by preliminary discussions in Shanghai had 
been rejected, for the Ministers to appoint representatives before they 
even knew what these representatives would be called upon to dis- 
cuss; how could they give them any instructions? Therefore, it was 
essential that Dr. C. T. Wang send a written reply to the note of 
August 2nd and make definite and concrete proposals. As to the ques- 
tion who could or could not be appointed as representatives of those 
Ministers who would be prevented from attending the coming dis- 
cussions in person, this, Monsieur Oudendijk emphasized, was a mat- 
ter for the interested [apparent omission] themselves to consider and 
decide and no rule thereanent could be laid down by the Minister for 
Foreign AJ^airs. 
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To a question from Monsieur Tsien Tai whether the 
would be ready to open negotiations at once whatever the i 
of Dr. C. T. Wang’s proposal concerning the Provisional Court mii 
be. Monsieur Oudendijk replied that personally he would fe^ 
dined to answer this in the afl&rmative. 

Finally Monsieur Oudendijk made it clear to Monsieur Tsiea 
that whatever Dr. Wang’s proposals might be it is inconceivi 
that the interested foreign powers would be foimd willing to 
esce in an abolition pure and simple of the Provisional Court aal 
replacement thereof by an ordinary Chinese court without soine sM 
of a guarantee.” ; 

MAoMxJBRAt' 




893.05/174 


TTie Consul General at Shanghai {Cunningham) to the Minister - 


China {MaoMurrayY 


'M 

m'. 


No. 6111 Shangbcai, September 4, 1^! 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Legation’s telegram No. IH 
of August 24, 6 p.m., concerning the proposed negotiations in coniiiec^ 
tion with the Provisional Court and possibly other problems of 
International Settlement of Shanghai, and to submit herewith % 
comments on the questions raised by the Department. /t 

With regard to the matter of a preliminary meeting between tie- 
officers of the Legations and the representatives of the Chinese 
eign Office, it is not believed that such a meeting should be held 
it is feared that a considerable delay would result in beginning tie 
actual negotiations. The Provisional Court questions are pressing, 
and only four more months remain before January first when the 
three year period named in Article 7 of the Rendition Agreement 
will expire. No time should be lost, therefore, in beg inni ng the actual 
negotiations. I am submitting the above, however, as my own per- 
sonal view without desiring in any way to prejudice the Legation in 
deciding upon this point. 

With regard to the recommendations of the Senior Consul’s Depu- 
ties mentioned in paragraph two of the Legation’s telegram, these 
were submitted to the Department and to the Legation as the views 
of the Deputies only and it has never been my belief that it would 
be desirable to press them one and all to such an extent as to dead- 
lock negotiations. With regard to the example cited by the Depart- 
ment in respect to the recommendation that no decision of the Court 
in criminal cases be final without the consent of the Deputy, it is 
agreed that this recommendation should not be pressed to the exteut 
of bringing negotiations to a deadlock although I do believe it im- 


“Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
October 26, 1929. 
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perative that some provision for dealing with the protests of the 
Deputies be provided for or else the right of protest, as now provided 
in Section (iii) , Article I, is nothing more than a fiction. This, how- 
ever, is a matter of the interpretation of a clause in the Bendition 
Agreement rather than a matter of the increase of foreign authority 
in respect to the Provisional Court. In general, no increase of foreign 
authority should be sought but in many instances clarifying inter- 
pretations of the original intention could be decided upon in order 
to minimize disputes. 

With regard, however, to civil and criminal cases in which foreign- 
ers having extraterritorial rights are plaintiffs or complainants, it is 
felt that unqualified provision should be made for joint hearings, 
which was really the original intention of the Mixed Court Rendition 
Agreement. If this is not done, American, British and Japanese 
nationals will be in a less favorable position than French nationals, 
for instance, who bring their suits in the French Mixed Court for 
joint hearings. In this connection, it ought also to be borne in mind 
that the administration of justice in the French Mixed Court to-day 
is to a much greater extent in the hands of the French authoriti^ 
than is the administration of justice in the Provisional Court. 

It is impossible and of little moment to discuss all the details of 
the recommendations of the Senior ConsuFs Deputies, since they can 
better be dealt witihi by the Sino-foreign Committee appointed for 
that purpose. However, in general, it is believed that our first line 
of defense should be that no rights which we enjoy under the present 
agreement should be surrendered, particularly in regard to the po- 
licing of the Settlement, while on the other hand it is not believed 
that foreign demands for additional rights should be allowed to 
deadlock negotiations. 

With regard to the suggestion made by the Department that it 
might now be advisable to initiate in Shanghai the policy of advising 
American plaintiffs to file their suits in the modern Chinese Courts 
without asking for the presence of an American official to watch the 
proceeding, I consider such a step most undesirable. It would destroy 
the solidarity of policy among the representatives of the powers con- 
cerned with the judicial administration of the Settlement and place 
ourselves in the position of sympathizing with the extreme demands 
of the Chinese authorities. After the proposed negotiations have 
been concluded, it might be possible to make ‘a beginning along this 
line by authorizing this Consulate General to refrain^ at its discretion, 
from sending an American official to watch civil cases. There are at 
present a large number of such cases in coimection with rent matters 
and in many instances the actual American interest involved is ques- 
tionable since it is a known fact that large amounts of Chinese capi- 
tal are invested in foreign real estate firms in Shanghai. The Ameri- 
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can authorities, therefore, on their own initiative might make 
ginning along the line of the Department’s suggestion by ref 
from sending an official to watch such cases. Gradually this p 
could be extended. 

With regard to the question of the scope of the negotiations, : 
by the Department in paragraph four of the Legation’s telegre 
^ am firmly convinced that it should be confined primarily to the f 
tion of the Provisional Court problems. These problems are! 
far the most pressing and are so fraught with dangerous possibil 
that negotiations for their settlement should not be encumb^;^/ 
with other problems of a less pressing nature. Once, however,. 
Court problems have been solved, the Sino-foreign Committee migj| 
be authorized to undertake a settlement of other problems, 
the extra-Settlement roads, the Whangpoo Conservancy or e^ 
the administration of the Settlement, if these problems have not <1^ 
ready been by that time otherwise settled. In answer, therefore,* #^ 
the Department’s first query relative to the likelihood of arriving^ , 
a satisfactory solution, it is believed that a solution can be reac^^^f 
if the Powers concerned and the Chinese Government actually eSfc 
power a joint committee to settle the question and do not buri^ 
that committee with a discussion of other questions in their entiie^ , 
simultaneously. ' 

With regard to the Department’s second query relative to the b^ 
methods of approach, the view of this office has already been A 
pressed in the preceding paragraph. A joint Sino-foreign Com- 
mittee should be empowered to deal, first, with the Provisioinsi 
Court problems and, following their satisfactory solution, the other 
problems might be taken up one at a time until all have been settM. 
In this way a semi-permanent committee would come into existence 
for dealing with all the problems of the Settlement until an ultimate 
solution for each and every one had been secured. It is possible, 
however, that the Chinese Government may decide to confine its ef- 
forts to the general question of extraterritoriality and refuse to join 
in the above proposal. In that event, the only recourse would be to 
demand that the status quo be maintained. 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. CuNNixGHA3i 


89S.05/164 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MmMwmy) 

Washington, September 10, 1929— 5 p. in. 
302. Your 777, August 31, 6 p. m., and* 802, September 7, 6 p. ni,, 
third paragraph.®^ 

*• Latter not printed. 
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1. I feel that the Powers should manifest a disposition to discuss 
this question promptly and not stand on technicalities of procedure* 
I desire that you inform your colleagues and 'W'ang that you are 
ready to go or to send a representative to Nanking for this purpose- 

2. Reference to Department’s 277 August 20, 0 p. m., especially 
intfoductory paragraph and paragraph 4. Your views are again 
invited. 

Sotmbon 


893.06/166 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray') to the Secretary of Stai^e 

Peiping, September 12, 1929 — 8 p.m, 
[Received September 14 — ^12 : 10 p.m.®^] 

820. Reference Department’s 302 of September 10, 5 p.m. Follow- 
ing is translation of note dated September 6th from Minister for 
Foreign AflEairs: 

“I have the honor to refer to the note of August 2nd last which 
was addressed to me by His Excellency the Netherlands Minister in 
reply to my communication on the subject of the method to be 
adopted for the discussion and ^ttlement of the question of the 
judicial organ of the International Settlement in ShaMhai- 

This Ministry has taken, grateful cognizance of the fact that the 
Ministers of the powers concerned are prepared to comply with the 
request in my note of May [8] last and speedily arrange a proper 
and completely satisfactory scheme by ^wliich the question may be 
settled definitely and that they express the wish to receive concrete 
proposals such as may serve as a basis for , discussion. Although 
there is a difference ox opinion concerning the form the discussions 
should take, the Ministry still consider Qiat the most satisfactory 
plan will be for the Central Government to meet the Ministers 
concerned or their representatives and discuss the matter with them 
direct, and, with a view to advancing matters, to request Your Excel- 
lency to appoint a representative ^r representatives) to proceed to 
Nanking before the 23d instant (September) and open discussions 
with the Ministry. 

As regards proposals for the reform of the judicial organ of the 
International Settlement, a matter which in any case need not be 
governed by the agreement of 1926 between the jSuan^i \Kia'n^euI\ 
Frovincial Government and the consular body at Shanghai, the 
course that recommends itself to the Chinese Government is that the 
unsatisfactory judicial machinery which has hitherto existed in the 
Shanghai Settlement should all be done away with, and .that endeav- 
ors be made to establish another court altogether, free from objec- 
tionable features and adapted to the judicial ^stem of this country, 
the details of the scheme being left for discussion by the delegates 
when they meet in conference. 

Telegram in two sections. 
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I have the honor to request that Tour Excellency will be dK : 
enough to inform me in advance of the name(s) and rank(s) 
officer (s) you are. appointing, and avail, et cetera.” 

MAcMui^l 

- S 

893.05/167 : Telegram 

The Minister in Chma (MacMurray) to the Secretary of Sta^m 

[Paraphrase] 

Peipin'g, September 14, 1929 — 6. p. | 
[Received September 15 — ^7:13 a, i 

829. Reference your 277, August 20, 6 p. m. 

(1) The suggestion made in your paragraph (1) was out of 
question so long as the Chinese Government refused to give any 
mation of the viewpoint from, which the Chinese proposed approf^V 
ing the subject until the representatives of the nations interest^*' 
had been appointed and had proceeded to Nanking. The insisteip^PI/ 
of the interested Ministers has, within the past few days, (jaui^ ; 
the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs to indicate the basis upp^.; ; 
which he intends conducting the negotiations. As I have a f aii^/ * 
substantial reason for believing that he intends confining the so-caH^; 
negotiations to a bare, unqualified demand that the Provisional Copt 
be abolished and tliat there be substituted such judicial arrangemente 
as may be seen fit by the Chinese authorities, I myself do not see how 
it would be serving any good purpose to attempt having an ageudi 
drawn up in advance by the representatives of both sides. 

2. The recommendations of the deputies mentioned in your para^ 
graph (2) of course constituted a formulation by those officers as 
a suggestion of maximum terms, with a view to facilitating the detail^ 
of their work in the court, rather than an attempt by them to oflex 
a solution of the question in its broader aspects. 

This the Consuls in Shanghai and the Ministers in Peking wel 
imderstand, nor need the Department apprehend any disposition of 
forcing issues with the Chinese authorities on the basis merely of 
recommendations which were formulated with so limited a purvieT^. 

(3) Regarding the suggestion in your paragraph (3) to the effect 
that the initiation in Shanghai of a policy to advise American plain- 
tiffs that their suits be filed in modern Chinese courts without the 
presence of an American official being asked to watch the proceedings 
might now be advisable, I concur in the judgment of the Shanghai 
Consul General, whom I consulted in this connection, that so long as 
the present system exists such a step would be niost imdesirable, as it 
would destroy the solidarity of policy maintained by the represent 
tives of the powers which are concerned with the judicial adminis- 
tration of the International Settlement. 
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(4) I agree also with the Consul General’s judgment that the scope 
of negotiations mentioned in your paragraph (4) should be limited 
to solving Provisional Court problems; the latter are by far the most 
pressing and are so fraught with possibilities of danger that negotia- 
tions to settle them should not be encumbered by other problems of a 
nature less urgent. While the Chinese are in their present temper, 

I consider that bringing these other matters imnecessarily to a cri^ 
would in any case be most inopportune. 

5. It having now been made clear that the Chinese authorities seek 
the Provisional Court’s abolition, not revision, certain of my col- 
leagues and I, hoping to gain the adherence of the other Ministers 
interested, are endeavoring to formulate a plan of action along 
these lines : 

(a) Attempting to establish any form of court upon the basis either 
of the old Mixed Court or of the present Provisional Court is useless 
because of the bitter feeling involved and the manifest Chinese de- 
termination to prevent them functioning eflBiciently and to make them 
the means for creating occasions of political attack on the so-called 
unequal treaties; and I subnut most earnestly that attempting to in- 
stitute negotiations along any such lines would result inevitably in 
forcing us, however unwillingly, to retreat to our technical rights in 
the matter and, by reestablishment of the Mixed Court, to revert to 
the statics quo ante* 

(b) The institution at Shanghai of a special judicial system along 
so-called Siamese lines is the only alternative which gives promise of 
being acceptable to both Chinese and foreign sides and of reasonably 
assuring judicial independence and integrity; this would involve a 
court of first instance and a court of final appeal subject to the Central 
Government’s jurisdiction and consisting partially (say, to the extent 
of one-third) of Chinese judges who are of foreign nationality, 
appointed and paid by the Chinese Government, having the necessary 
guarantees as to tenure and salary payments; these courts having 
jurisdiction over all cases whatsoever which involve a Chinese or a 
nontreaty national as the defendant ; one judge of foreign nationality 
at least sitting in each panel ; and no judgment nor judicial act being 
valid without consent and signature thereto being unanimous. 

(c) It might be well to hold out the hope to the Chines authorities 
that the interested powers might consider the success of this experi- 
mental model court as eventually justifying the extension of its juris- 
diction to the inclusion of cases which involve treaty nationals, at 
any rate in certain types of cases. 

(d) Even if the Chinese were to reject a proposal along these lines, 
the mere fact of the foreign powers proposing it in a constructive 
effort would largely disarm the existing antagonism to the Inter- 
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national Settlement’s administration of justice and to extraterri|^i 
aUty in China at large. ’ ■ 

(6) Your approval is requested for me to proceed, in consulta^^l 

with my colleagues, along the general lines as indicated under pi^i 
graph (5). - 

(7) Owing to the direction in which the matter now is developi^l 

I shall not venture to carry out the instruction contained in your S@|- 
September 10, 5 p. m., paragraph (1), unless I am instructed specif ^ 
cally to do so. It will, perhaps, be realized by the Department tKat, 
considering the diversity of interest and status created by the differi^f 
treaty relationships among the several powers which jointly are le; 
sponsible for maintaining peace and order in the International Settle 
ment, at best it is a matter of the utmost delicacy and difficulty to brii^ 
about even the minimum amount of cooperative action required luere^! 
for the maintenance of our position and for the fulfillment of 
responsibilities. If I am allowed free action within the scope of fei 
general purposes, as I understand them, of the Department, I venturi 
to submit that I shall be in a much better position to contribute to ^4 
constructive solution of this urgent problem than I would be if I 
instructed from time to time to take particular action regarding 
casual aspect of the matter, the relationship of which to the enth4 
local development of the subject possibly may not have been clarified , 
for the Department. ) 

MACMuBRAt 


893.05/108 : Telegram ; 

The Minister in China (MacMurray') to the Secreta/ry of State 

Peiping, September 19, 1929 — 11 a. im 
[Received September 20 — 9 a. m.| 
834. My telegram ISfo. 820, September 12, 8 p. m. Senior Minister 
is today addressing, in behalf of his interested colleagues, to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs a reply of which the substantial portion is as 
follows: 

‘‘In reply, I am desired by my colleagues, the interested Heads of 
Legation, to inform Your lixcellency that whilst they remain agree- 
able to the opening of the proposed discussions at Nanking at the 
earliest date at which such discussions can profitably be hdd, they 
must ]^int out that the proposal outlined in the latter portion of 
Your Excellency’s note opens fresh ground and requires, as Your 
Excellency will be the first to recognize, the fullest consideration by 
the interested Heads of Legation in consultation with their Govern- 
ments before proceeding mrther. They do not therefore find it 
feasible to arrange for a beginning of the said discussions by the 23rd 
September next. 
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Tour Excellency may, however, remain assured that the intere^ed 
Heads of Legation are already examining the position in the light 
of Tour Excellency’s note and they exwct to make a further com- 
munication on the subject in due course. 

MAcMtJBRA.T 


893 . 05 / 167 : Telegram 

Secretary of State to the Minister in China {McuoMwrray) 
[Paraphrase] 

Washington, September 20, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

E12. Beference your No. 820, September 12, 8 p. m., and No. 829, 
September 14, 6 p. m. 

(1) As to paragraph (5) of No. 829: The Department is now in- 
clined to share this view and, by reference to your 820, notes that 
the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs appears to be thinking 
similarly. It seems advisable for an attempt to be made to substi- 
tute for the former and the present court something which is entirely 
new, at least in name, even though, when established, it may re- 
semble in structure and function the institutions which already have 
existed. 

(2) As to paragraph 5 (&) of No. 829: The Department cannot 
help doubting whether the plan you have outlined would stand much 
chance of being acceptable to the Chinese authorities, since, thOTgh 
embodying a provision of the Anglo-Siamese treaty of 1909 »» for the 
presence and authority of foreign judicial officers, apparently the 
other featiire, granting jurisdiction over extraterritorial defendants 
to the courts thus organized, is not concurrently embodied. The De- 
partment authorizes you, however, to discuss the proposal outlined, 
with your colleagues. 

(3) As to paragraph (7) of No. 829: The Department cannot help 
feeling that, after approaching the taterested powers as early as last 
May (see your 399, May 18, 3 p. m.) , the Chinese Government at least 
has an equitable right for the exercise prior to December 31, 1929, of 
the right which article VII of the rendition agreement signed August 
31, 1926, accorded to it, viz, to “negotiate with the foreign Ministers 
concerned in Feking for a final settlement”, and that, in case the 
powers defer longer the negotiations which, it was agreed, should 
be entered into, the powers would be placed in an awkward tactical 
position hi a failure to reach a settlement prior to December 31. 

I have no wish to dictate regarding details of procedure or 
minutely to prescribe regarding agenda, steps, or the precise con- 

" Treaty and notes (annexes) signed at Bangkok, Mar<ii 10, 1900; British 
fjbfiCt Foreiffiv Stcu^te PapeirSf vol. cm, pp. 126, 127, 129 (annex 2). 
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elusion to be arrived at in tbe course of negotiations. I am, bdW- 
ever, of tbe impression that in its attitude toward the NankW 
Government’s overtures and efforts the diplomatic body is unduly 
meticulous, if not queorulous; and, in view especially of Dr. Wang’s 
note (reported in your No. 820), I believe that the American Govern- 
ment’s wish to be responsive should be demonstrated both to your 
collea,gues and to Dr. Wang in the position you take on behalf of 
this Government. While I do not desire to instruct you to act inde- 
pendently, I do wish you to make it clear that this Government be- 
lieves it to be both diplomatically expedient and reasonable to discuss 
frankly and cordially with the Chinese Government the issues raised 
by that Government. Regarding the question of the solidarity of 
policy among the representatives of the affected powers, I hardly 
need to remind you of the complete disregard of that principle by 
each of several other powers whenever such disregard has suited their 
convenience. Referring to your paragraph (7) , I share with you the. 
view that the diversity of interest and status created by the differing 
treaty relationships does render it a matter of great delicacy and 
difficqlty to bring about even the minimmn amoimt of cooperative 
action required for the maintenance of our position and the fulfill- 
ment of our responsibilities. That being a fact, it nevertheless re- 
mains possible to choose, without taking a noncooperative position, 
between advocating an attitude which is responsive to the trend of 
affairs or accepting the views of governments or persons, which by 
comparison are reactionary, in order to determine our policy. When 
and where the principle of solidarity and cooperation n.Tnnng the 
powers is accomplished by the will to face realities and to deal con- 
structively with them, I believe in it. When adherence to that prin- 
ciple results in either action or inaction along lines which are pre- 
scribed by governments or persons appearing to lack that will, I 
diould not hesitate to disregard the principle. 

Steksox 

893.05/178 I 

The HivMst&r in China {MacMuTray) to the Secretaryi of State 

No. 2354 PEmnsro, September 28, 1929. 

[Received October 26.] 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s telegram No. 312, September 20, 6 p. m. 

While not wishing to make a telegraphic reply thereto which 
might appear to the Department to be merely contentious, I fed 
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that it is proper and necessary for me to make certain comment 
upon it. 

I am heartily in accord with your views as to the desirability of 
cooperation among the interested Powers, and as to the limitations 
upon the possibility thereof, as set forth in the concluding two sen- 
tences of your telegram. 

I nevertheless venture to dissent from the implied assumption that 
in this matter the purposes of our Government have been thwarted 
or perverted by cooperation along lines prescribed by Governments 
or persons with less realism and constructive purpose than our own. 
I accept for my own part full responsibility for having taken, with 
respect to the negotiations on the question of the Provisional Court at 
Shanghai, an attitude at least as meticulous (or querulous) as that 
of my Colleagues in dealing with the overtures and efforts of the 
banking Government. . . . All my Colleagues who have had to deal 
with the overtures of the Foreign Office have in fact proved very solic- 
itous to meet the situation and very receptive towards any suggestion 
which seemed at once liberal and practical, such as that outlined in 
the fourth paragraph of my telegram No. 829 of September 14. 
Although it was a member of our own Legation staff who more or 
less concretely formulated that suggestion, it was at once welcomed 
and recommended to their respective Governments, as a possible 
solution of the problem, by the Netherlands, the British and the 
French Ministers. The Dutch and British Legations have indeed 
vied with each other in claiming credit for the original conception 
of the idea; and the French Minister has offered to request his Gov- 
ernment to enable him to further the project by giving him author- 
ization to offer to the Chinese authorities the same arrangement, as 
regards the French Concession at Shanghai, in the contingency tixat 
such an offer would serve to promote the adoption of the project 
in the International Settlement. So far as concerns the attitude of 
the respective home Governments, which are perhaps not unnaturally 
as cautious as our own in committing themselves to so novel a 
solution of the problem, we are none of us yet in a position to speak. 
But as regards the attitude of those who have thus far been dealing 
with the matter, I acknowledge that I cannot explain to myself the 
assumption, implicit in the Department’s telegram, that in this mat- 
ter the Legation has been diverted from the carrying out of the 
liberal intentions of the American Government by permitting itself 
to be dominated by reactionary influences. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMctrrax 
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893.06/179 

The Consul Genercd at Shanghai {OunmAnghcmi) to the Mmisier%, 

China {MacMurray) ^ 

No. 6164 SHANGaaA.!, September 305 1919 ^ 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the Legation^g in- 
formation, a copy of a self-explanatory letter dated September^ 24, 
1929, together with a copy of the Chinese text, which was sent by tMs 
office to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs for Kiangsu,®^ in con- 
nection with the delay in the hearing of American civil cases in tbe 
Appeal Court of the Bureau of Foreign Affairs. 

On February 22, 1929, there occurred in this Appeal Court a dis- 
pute between Consul Stevens and Judge Sheng, the nature of which 
is described in the communication to the Commissioner above referred 
to. Since that date, or for almost seven months, not a single one of 
the ten American civil cases pending in the Appeal Court of the 
Bureau of Foreign Affairs has been set for hearing. While the Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs has apparently attempted to stress 'aii 
alleged insult to Judge Sheng as the cause of delaying these ca^, 
the real reason, in the opinion of this office, is the refusal of the 
Commissioner to accord the American consular representative liis 
proper place on the bench. 

In accordance with Article 5 of the Mixed Court Rendition Agree- 
ment, these cases might be returned to the Provisional Court for 
re-trial and a request for such return was made in the last para- 
graph of this Consul General’s letter to the Commissioner above 
mentioned. The Commissioner stated orally that he would discuss 
this entire matter with the appeal court judges and inform me at a 
later date of his decision. Upon receipt of further information, 
therefore, the Begation will be informed. 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. CuNNiNomM 

893.05/169 : Telegram 

The Minister i/n China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of Staie 

[Paraphrase] 

Peiping, October 9, 1929—8 m. 

[Received October 9 — 4: 50 p. m.] 
875. (1) A detailed study regarding revision of the 1926 rendi- 

tion agreement is being made by a committee which the interested 
Ministers appointed, consisting of representatives of the British, 
French, and United States Legation Chinese secretariats. A draft 
proposal, hereafter called ^‘scheme A”, has now been completed, to 

Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch: received 
November 9, 1929. ^ 

“ Not printed. 
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be subniitted to the interested. IMOinisters, to establish a court along^ 
the lines which I indicated in my 829, September 14, 6 p. m., para- 
graph (5), The text of this proposal will follow in my next tele- 
gram. 

(2) An alternative proposal has also been prepared by the commit- 
tee in the form of instructions for the delegates who are designated 
to negotiate the revision of the existing agreement on the Provisional 
Court. Because these instructions, covering the ultimate concessions 
which may be made during the negotiations, are too confidential to 
be reported by radio, I shall not, unless so instructed by the Depart- 
ment, telegraph this long document; but if, after consulting the 
interested Ministers, they should be disposed to recommend such 
revision as therein indicated, I shall duly report. 

(3) My British, Dutch, and French colleagues and I, as a matter 
of personal judgment, warmly approve scheme A as the most hope- 
ful solution available for the Provisional Court question. I am in- 
formed by my British colleague, however, that the British Govern- 
ment, hitherto working along the lines of merely revising the exist- 
ing agreement, has sent him instructions not to commit himself on the 
subject until there shall have been more time to consider scheme A. 
The Minister is hopeful that his Government will give its approval. 

(4) The four Ministers who are principally concerned are strongly 
of the opinion that the attempt by the experts satisfactorily to revise 
the present Provisional Court system has made it clear that there 
is no possibility along that line of reaching a satisfactory and work- 
able arrangement with the authorities of China ; that such an 
arrangement could not be obtained if we wanted it and would not be 
wanted if it could be obtained. 

(5) The six interested Legation heads and later the entire diplo- 
matic body will shortly consider the two proposals mentioned. If I 
were able to state that I have your support for a plan along the lines 
of scheme A, the adoption of such would be greatly furthered and 

MaoMuhbax 


S93.06/170 ; T^egram 

TKe MinisteT in China {MacMurray) to the Seoretcery of State 

Peeping, October 10, 1929 — ^9 a. m. 

[Received October 11 — ^9:15 a. m.®*] 
876. Supplementing my 875, October 9, 8 p. m. Following is the 
text referred to : 

It is proposed to establish in the International Settlement in place 
of the Provisional Court a Chinese court of justice composed of two 
divisions, namely, a Court of Fiirst Instance and a Court of Appeal. 


Telegram in eleven sections. 
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1. The court shall be composed of an adequate number of judg^ 
(the number to be deqided upon in negotiation) one third of 
^all be of foreign nationality. All judges both Chinese and foreiga 
to be appointed and maintained by the Chinese Government, ^ 

2. The court shall have jurisdiction over all cases both criminal an^ 
civil arising in the International Settlement in which a Chinese citizen 
or a foreign national subject to Chinese jurisdiction is a defendant. 

8. Each panel of the court shall be composed of two Chinese judges 
and one foreign judge and no judgment, summons, warrant, order, 
application or other judicial process or action of the court ^all he 
binding and valid without the unanimous consent as evidenced by the 
signature thereon of all of the three judges composing the panel who 
shall have equal rights and functions in the operation of the court 
from the inception to the termination of each case, it being further ' 
understood that all proceedings, testimony, and legal argument as wel 
as the records of the court will be ofl&cially translated into English to 
enable the foreign judge sitting in each panel to carry out his duties. 

4. The appeal division as well as the Court of First Instance re- 
ferred to in the preamble shall be composed in an identic manner 
described in paragraphs 1 and 3 above, each panel consisting of two 
of the Chinese judges and one of the foreign judges referred *to 
therein. The appeflate division shall be the final judicial organ 
having jurisdiction in any cause arising within the Internatidhal 
Settlement in which Chinese or foreign nationals subject to Chinee 
jurisdiction are defendants. 

5. The judges of the court both Chinese and foreign shall be ap- 
pointed for a definite period and shall not be dismissed from oflSIce 
unless and until definite charges of malfeasance in office shall have 
been publicly proved against Siem ; and further the Chinese Govern- 
ment and the Governments of the nationals concerned will guarantee 
that no external pressure of any character whatsoever will be brought 
to bear upon the judges of the court either officially or unofficially. 
The Chinese Government will guarantee the judges a fixed minimum 
annual salary. 

6. The Chinese Government shall immediately upon the conclm 
sion of the new agreement place at the order of the court in a bank or 
banks to be decided upon in negotiations a sum that will be sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the court including the salaries of the judges 
for one year; and an equal sum shall subsequently be placed in such 
bank or banks at the order of the court at the beginning of each fiscal 
year. 

7. Any surplus which may accrue from the ordinary income of the 
court and from the yearly deposit subscribed by the Chinese Govern- 
ment shall be placed in a sinking fund to be used for the extension of 
the court including necessary buildings and repairs, such fund not fe 
be drawn upon without the authorization of the Ministry of Finance, it 
being definitely agreed that this sum or any part of it can be used oiily 
for the purposes stated above. 

8. The names of the foreign judges appointed by the Chinese Gov- 
eimment shall be selected from a list presented to the Chinese Govern- 
ment by the Permanent Court of International Justice at The Hague* 
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9. provision should be made in the negotiations for the following 
points : 

(^z) The jurisdiction referred to in paragraph 2 above should extend 
to ves^ls in the harbor and to extra-Settlement areas in which the 
municipal police of the Settlement function and foreigners reside. 

(6) The prisons used for offenders convicted in the court should 
remain under the charge of the foreign municipal authorities; excep- 
tion being made in the case of Chinese female prisoners who might 
be handed over to the extra-Settlement Chinese authorities. 

(c) The decisions of the court where they concern action to be 
taken in the f oreign-controlled areas will be carried out by the foreign 
municipal police who will also furnish the judicial police for the court 
itself. 

(d) The land regulations and bylaws of the International iSettle- 
ment should be specifically included amongst the laws and ordinances 
applicable in the courts. 

(e) Duly qualified foreign lawyers should be permitted to appear in 
cases in which there is a foreign interest including that of the Municipal 
Council. 

(/) It should further be provided that the respectiye jurisdictions 
of the courts of the French and International Settlements remain as 
defined in the agreement of June 28th, 1902.^^ 

(g) The present experienced foreign staff shall be retained to look 
after and be responsible for the finances of the court and its satisfac- 
tory and efficient operation, with particular reference to the keeping 
of the records of the setting of cases and applications for hearing and 
other matters of a routine character. 

The following notes are submitted as additional suggestions for 
possible use in the negotiation of a new agreement with the Chinese 
authorities : 

Note 1. It is understood that there are at pre^nt approximately 
twenty-five courts sitting each day in the Provisional Court and it 
may be necessary to discuss some means whereby the hearing of 
cases can be expedited and the number of daily courts decreased. 

Note 2. The Ministers concerned may find it desirable to insist that 
foreign nationals subject to Chinese jurisdiction should be limited 
entirely to those foreign nationals whose governments have never 
exercised extraterritorial jurisdiction in Chma or have surrendered 
such jurisdiction by treaty. 

Note 3. In order to expedite the hearing of cases of a minor char- 
acter which it is estimated will constitute more than 76 percent of the 
volume of work of the Court of First Instance, it is suggested that it 
might be desirable to institute a summary division of the Court of 
First Instance which shall be made up of panels consisting of one 
foreign judge and one Chinese judge or of the foreign judge sitting 

For text of “provisional rules defining tlie respective jurisdiction of the Mixed 
Courts of the International and French Settlements at Shanghae,” as drawn up 
on June 10, 1902, see British and Foreign State Papers^ vol. xciv, pp. 793 If. 
(footnote to text of original rules dated April 20, 1869). 
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alone, as desired by the Chinese authorities, such court to have 
diction in all cases of infractions of the municipal bylaws noKee 
ofimses, code, and over all minor criminal cases under the CTiminS 
code where the maximum penalty is a fine of $100, or detention for a 
maximum period of 60 days, this division also to have jurisdiction it* 
civil cases where the amount involved does not exceed $500. Sudt 
summary division also to hear applications for summons, Warranta 
et cetera, other, than those connected with the execution of judgmoiS 
which should in each case he heard by the panel trying the case. 

Note 4. It ^ould be provided for that in all cases in which a dead- 
lock occurs and continues to exist for 3 months after the date of ^ 
final hearing, such case sho^d automatically be placed before another 
panel of the particular division concerned. 

Note 5. It is suggested that no mention be made of the institution 
in the court of the procurator s;^stem, in the event that this point is 
not raised by the Chinese authorities. Should it, however, be insisted 
upon by such autboritieSj it is sug^sted that the negotiators should ' 
proceed along the foUowing lines: In the event of the riTiiTicQ^ 
emment desiring to introduce the procurator ^stem, due considera- 
tion will be ^ven in the negotiation as to how this may be effected 
without conmcting with tbe machinery of municipal administration 
in the Settlement, whether by arranging that the office procurator 
will be composed of one of the panels of the court as pr^ribed in 
paragraph 3 or by some other system under which the office of proc- 
urator will be composed of Chinese and foreign officers sitting jomtly 
or by arranmng ttiat the police authorities of the Settlement wia 
form part of the procuratorial panel of the court in the manner incM- 
cated m article 233 of the criminal procedure regulations of 1921 (see 
paragraph 135 of the Commission on Extraterritoriality *) . 

Note 6. The negotiators might find it desirable to point out to die 
Chinese authorities, in the event a necessity thereW arises, that die 
present court buildings are totally inadequate for the purposes con- 
templated and that me negotiators would welcome the agreement of 
the Chinese authorities for the erection of new buildings for the new 
court. 

Note 7. In the selection of the foreign judges for the court, whether 
this is made by nomination by die Permanent Court of International 
Justice at The Hague or by some other method, it is suggested that 
means ^ould be found to ensure that the nations with preponderate: 
vested interests in the Settlement should be adequately represented.. 

Note 8. The Ministers concerned might desire to suggest to the 
Chinese authorities that the jurisdiction of the court should be ex- 
tended to all foreigners subject to Chinese jurisdiction residing in 
the mimicipality of Greater Shanghai. 

Note 9. It might be suggested that male prisoners in the municipal 
prisons may be employed in prison factories and/or on public 
roads in order to relieve the congestion in the prisons, at least in 
the day time. 


“Department of State, Report of the Commission on ExtraterritoriaUty in 
Ohisut, Peking, 'September 16, 1S26, etc. (WasMnaton, Governiuent Frlntlns 
Offlce»1926),p. 63. 
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Note 10. It should be definitely insisted upon by the negotiators 
that all judgments, decisions and orders of the court shall be recog- 
nized by the Chinese authorities, valid everywhere in China and that 
they will be executed when necessary. 

Note 11. It may be possible for the negotiators to surest that 
any duly qualified lawyer Chinese or foreign shall be entitledto appear 
in all cases coming before the court in the event that the parties to 
the action desire his presence provided that foreign lawyers must be 
accompanied in each case by suitable interpreters and further that 
all such lawyers foreign and Chinese shall be subject to all proper 
discipline of the court. 

Note 12. It is suggested that provision should be made for the 
holding of inquests by a panel of the summary division of the courts, 

MaoMukhat 


893.05/170 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Chma {MaoMwrray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, October 15, 192^—6 p. m. 

335. Reference your 876, October 10, 9 a. m., and 875, October 9, 
8 p. m. 

(1) While the Department does not desire being committed to the 
position that the only solution acceptable for the court question in the 
International Settlement would be Scheme A, you are authorized to 
join your interested colleagues in its proposal to the Chinese 
Government. 

(2) Referring to your 876, the Department makes the following 
observations for your consideration : 

As to paragraph 3 : Because it might happen frequently that imani- 
mous agreement would not be arrived at, it might be preferable to 
have a provision for decisions of the court to be by a majority of its 
three judges, with the foreign judge concurring therein. 

As to note 2: It would appear advisable, in defining the court’s 
jurisdiction, for claims to exemption from such jurisdiction to be 
based upon treaties in force, in doubtful cases with the presumption 
being in favor of Chinese jurisdiction. 

As to note 4 : The 3-month period, prior to which a case should be 
placed before another panel, seems to be too long, particularly if the 
unanimous-decision principle finally is adopted. 

As to note 9: The question of employing prisoners appears to be 
irrelevant to the court’s organization. 

Stimson 
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893.05/176 : Telegram ^ ^ 

T7ie Miniater in, China {MacMurray) to the Seoretary of Stcsfm 

Peiping, October 81, 1929 ^ p. m; 
[Eeceived November 1 — 9:45a m.*!] 

942. Department’s 335, October 15, 5 p. m. 

1. British Ministeir recently informed interested colleagues that 
under instructions of his Government he suggest[s] Senior Munster’s 
note of September 19th be now followed up 

“by informing the Chinese Government that, having completed our, 
preliminary study of the question, we are ready to open negotiations 
through our representatives appomted for the purpose at such time 
and place as the Chinese Government may designate. 

I would further propose, again on the explimt instructions of my 
Government, that our negotiators should be provided with copi4 
of both schemes A and B, not for presentation to the Chinese ww- 
emment, but merely in order that they may have, for their guidance 
statements of the tentative ideas of general principle wmch have 
resulted from our prelimmary study of the subject. Our negotiators 
should then h® ^ven, as in 1926, as free a hand as possible in spAlrin g 
a solution within the limits indicated in these schemes. It 
probable to my Government that the Chinese Government contem- 
plate the abolition of the present court and the establishment in its 
place of a purely Chinese court fitting into the existing Chihtee 
judicial system. It should, I am instructed to say, be the aim of out 
negotiators at the conference table, after calling upon the ribinof!,. 
representatives to explain their desiderata, to seek to graft on to such 
proposals as the Chinese may have to make such of the recommm- 
dations in scheme A or B or some combination of the two as may 
seem best ca,lculated to attain the objects which we had in view 
namely, the introduction of the necessary safeguards for the main- 
tenance of law and order and of the existing municipal authority in 
the International Settlement and the establishment of some machin- 
ery for the resolution of disputes between the Chinese judiciary and 
the foreign executive of the Settlement. 

It will be seen from the above statement of the procedure wHoh 
His Majesty’s Government desire to see followed in the matter £hat 
while authorizing me to adopt schemes A and B as bases for our 
negotiators to work on, my Government do not approve of the presen- 
tation of my [any] cut-and-dried scheme, whether of the nature of 
A or B, to the Chinese Government. More particularly they con- 
sider it imdesirable to assume at the present stage any direct respon- 
sibility for scheme A, since it appears to them very unlikely that the 
Chinese Government will consider any plan which actually increases 
the foi^gn control over and the foreign element in a Chinese court 
exercising jurisdiction over Chinese citizens. Should, therefore, any 
individual foreign representative in these negotiations desire to pre- 
sent a plan of the nature of scheme A to the Chinese Governmrait, 


" Telegram In five sections. 



CHESTA 


709 


this should be done separatel;^ and apart from joint negotiations and 
without committing the British representative to any responsibility 
therefor,” 

2. At a consultation yesterday among American, British, Dutch, 
French and Japanese Ministers it was decided that since it is now 
no longer possible for the interested Ministers to take a concrete 
initiative in presenting scheme A as a joint proposal, it would be 
advisable for the Senior Minister now to inform the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of our readiness to appoint delegates to negotiate on 
the question and in a subsequent note to give the names of the nego- 
tiators thus designated by the various Ministers concerned. Inas- 
much as the British Minister made clear that his Government is not 
actually opposed to scheme A, the other Ministers (except the Japa- 
nese, who has no instructions in the matter but is personally disposed 
to favor that proposal) felt it might be possible at an opportune 
moment during the negotiations to present scheme A in the knowl- 
edge that it would receive the support of the American, Dutch and 
French delegations. 

3. At a meeting of the whole diplomatic body this morning Senior 
Minister was authorized to send today in behalf of his interested 
colleagues the following note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs : 

‘‘I have the honor to refer Your Excellency to my note of Septem- 
ber 19th on the subject [of] the proposed negotiations regarding the 
reform of the Provisional Court in the International Settlement at 
Shanghai in which I informed Your Excellency that the interested 
Heads of Legation were examining the position and stated they ex- 
pected to make a farther communication on the subject in due course. 

I am desired by my colleagues, the interested Heads of Legation, 
to inform Your Excellency that having completed their preliminary 
study of the subject they are now ready to open the negotiations 
in question through their representatives to be appointed for the pur- 
p^ose at such time and place as may be convenient to the Chinese 
Government.” 

4. I beg to request the Department’s authorization to designate as 
American delegates both Cunningham and Jacobs (in order to 
allow greater expenditure and less interference with the work of 
the Consulate General since it is probable that the presence of both 
would not be necessary during the whole of the negotiations) and 
Bucknell.®® I further respectfully request authorization for neces- 
sary travel and per diem expenses for Cunningham, Jacobs and 
Bucknell and a reasonable allotment to. enable the delegation to en- 
gage a competent stenographer. 

Edwin S. Cunningham, Consul General at Shanghai 
Joseph E. Jacobs, Consul at Shanghai. 

“ Howard Bucknell, Jr., Second Secretary of Legation in China. 

323423 — 43 — vol. n 64 
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6. Since I feel strongly that it wotild be advantageous for the aefe 
gotiators to propose a concrete plan along the lines suggested aho^ 
in the second paragraph and anticipate neither the Dutch nor the' 
French would be in a position to make such a proposal so appropri- 
ately or effectively, I further beg to request authorization for 
American delegates to submit scheme A for consideration if and whrai, 
a suitable opportunity is presented. . , 

, MacMui«4i 

893.05/176 : Telegram * 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMmray) 

Washington, November 2, 1929 — 11 p. 

360. Your 942, October 31, 5 p. m. 

1. Department authorizes you to name as delegates any two or thr^ 
of the following persons : Judge Purdy if available, Perldna^^ 
Bucknell and Jacobs. 

2. It is believed that Cunningham’s rflationship may most advan- 
tageously be that of authorized but undesignated adviser. 

3. Travel allowances and per diem will be authorized. 

4. With regard to submitting formulated proposals, such as Scheme 
A, it is my opinion that the American delegation should not at the 
outset or at any given moment submit a plan woi'ked out and agreed 
upon among the principal foreign ministers. I approve in broad 
outline of Scheme A, but I feel that, rather than to take the respon- 
sibility for submitting it, with the likelihood that the Chinese, know- 
ing or assuming that it represents a plan agreed upon by several 
legations or several governments, would reject it, it would be better 
to talk its provisions over, in outline but not in text, with the Chinese, 
and, if they come anywhere near to assenting to it, to offer them 
the opportunity to present as their own a scheme along its lines. 

Stimsox 

893.05/177 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwray') to the Secretary of Siate 

[Paraphrase] 

Peiping, November 6, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received November 6—10 : 10 a. m.] 

965. Reference your 360, November 2, 11 p. m. 

(1) The Shanghai Consular Corps negotiated and signed the 1926 
rendition agreement which now is under revision. As a matter of 
course, my interested colleagues are appointing as delegates their 

^ MUton D. Purdy, Judge of the United States CJourt for Ohina^ 

’ Mahlon P. Perkins, Counselor of Xiegation in China, 
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respective Consuls General at Shanghai for the purpose of the forth- 
coming negotiations. The omission from the American delegation of 
Consul General Cunningham, who is also the Senior Consul at Shang- 
hai, would be very conspicuous, even apart from any q[uestion as to 
his invaluable capacity for these negotiations, and could not help 
leading to misunderstandings that would be detrimental to our pur- 
poses. I beg, therefore, to renew my request to be authorized to 
designate Cunningham as a delegate. 

(2) The procedure which you suggest in your paragraph (4) may 
well prove to be found adaptable to a situation which is developed 
during the course of actual negotiations. However, I venture to 
submit that, judging from my own experience with Chinese nego- 
tiations, conditions for a successful settlement are much more favor- 
able when the negotiator, though fully informed by his Government 
of its essential objectives, is left unencumbered by directions in detail 
regarding procedure and tactical methods and is permitted freedom 
of action to avail himself of the opportunities which are presented 
in the course of discussion. Accordingly I would urge that the 
American delegates be acquainted with the fepecial apprehension 
which underlies your paragraph (4), but be clearly authorized to 
treat the matter at their discretion. 

MacMxjbhax 


893.05/177 ; T^egram 

Th^ Secretary of State to the Mmister in Ohina {MaicMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, November 8, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

366. Reference your 965, November 6, 5 p. m. 

(1) As to your paragraph (1) : As was pointed out in your 829, 
September 14, 6 p. m., paragraph (5), the Chinese are seeking the 
Provisional Court’s abolition, not revision. It has been emphasized 
by the Legation that there exists no possibility to work out satis- 
factorily a revision of the present Provisional Court system (see your 
875, October 9, 8 p. m., paragraph (4) ) . The Ministers, on the Chiuese 
Foreign OjBice’s insistence, have relinquished the idea of a joint com- 
mission, consisting of local representatives, for the examination of the 
question of reorganizing the present court (see your 461, June 11, 
8 p. m.) , and to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs the Ministers 
have reaflSirmed their willingness to start negotiations with the Chinese 
Government (see your 626, July 25, 11 a. m., paragraph 3). It is be- 
lieved by the Department that appointing consular officials as delegates 
of the Ministers will be suggestive of an attempt at reverting to the 
commission consisting of local representatives and that the successful 
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outcome of the negotiations will be prejudiced by this fact. TheJ^ 
partment, however j deferring to your views, consents to Cunningham^ 
appointment, provided that Judge Purdy or Counselor Perkins is ma^ 
the ranking delegate. As soon as you can, you should telegraph tije 
names of the delegates. 

(2) As to your paragraph (2) : Paragraph 4 of the Department’s 
360, November 2, 11 p. m., may be communicated by you to the Am^ 
can delegates, authorizing them to depart from the course indicated 
therein should circumstances strongly point to its being advisable 
to do so. 


893,06/178 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of Sta^ 

Peiping, November 9, 1929—3 p. ml 
[Received 4 : 35 p. 

976. My 965, November 6, 5 p. m. t 

1, I received last night a telegram from Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to the effect that it had been decided to hold a conference at 
Nanking November 19th to negotiate the Provisional Court questioii 
and requesting that he be informed by telegraph of the names of the 
Legation staff representatives at such conference. 

2, Senior Minister has just informed me that he was this morning 
approached by a local representative of the Foreign Office conveying 
a personal message from C. T. Wang to the effect that he did not wish 
to have any consular officers appointed as delegates of the interested 
Legations. Oudendijk asked this intermediary to convey in reply 
to Wang a personal message that as he and his colleagues must of 
course reserve the right to designate such representatives as they 
thought most suitable to carry on the negotiations competently and 
expeditiously he would strongly urge Wang not to stand upon so 
preposterous and obstructive a suggestion, 

MAOMtJRRAT 



893.05/180 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 12, 1929—1 p.m. 
[Received November 12 — ^9: 03a. ni.] 
983. Acting upon your No. 360, November 2, I have named J acobs 
and Bucknell as delegates of the Legation for the negotiations in 
regard to the Provisional Court. 
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2. I am preparing to sead Bucknell November to Sbaaghai 
for consultation witb. Cunningbam and Jacobs and request your 
approval tberefor.® 


MaoMxxerat 


898.05/181 ; Tdegram 

TTie Mirdster in China {MacMurray) to the Seoretary of State 


Petping, November 14, 1929 — 8 pm. 

[Received November 15—10:23 a. m.*] 

1000. legation’s No. 983, November 11 [1^], 6 [I] p. m. 

(g) On November 11th the Senior Minister informed the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs by telegraph of the names of the delegates who 
would participate in the negotiations relating to the Provisional 
Court, the nationalities represented including American, British, 
French, Japanese and Dutch. The telegram also stated that upon 
receipt of notification of the names of the Chinese delegates the 
interested Legations would instruct their delegates to proceed to 


Nanking. , . , i. 

(&) Yesterday the following telegram m reply was received by the 

Senior Minister from the Minister for Foreign Affairs: 


“1. Our treaty with Japan® has expired and she has not been 
invited to participate in the negotiations concerned. 

2 Delegates from Great Britain and the United States are accept- 
able on the condition that their respective Legation official[s] should 

be the ranking members. . j. •a.-u 

3 Regarding Netherlands and France, I beg to request that either 

Legation officials are to be appointed in place of ^e gentlemen you 
communicated to me or in addition to them on the same condition 
that they should be respectively rankmg member [s]. . 

4. The names of Chinese delegates will be duly communicated to 

you later.” 


(o) At a meeting of the interested Heads of Legations today it was 
agreed that it would be virtually ^possible to reach any workable 
agreement without Japanese participation. The Japanese ^a^e 
d’ Affaires undertook to ascertain as soon as possible whether lus 
Government proposed to insist upon participation in the negotia- 
tions. Upon the assumption that the Japanese.Govemment would 
so insist, the interested Ministers agreed to submit for tim approval 
of their, respective home Govemmehts the following draft telegram 

■ Secretary, in tel^am No. 374. November 13, replied, «Tour 

action approved.*^ (^3.05/180) 

•IrSSlbShMrSer 8.. im Foreipn State; 

SCYI, p. 5T8. 
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to be despatched to the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the event 
the Japanese Charge d’Affaires should receive an aflSirmative renfe 


‘As regards the first point in Your Excellency’s telegram I haf^ 
to point out that the interested Ministers [apparent omission] the 
participation of Japanese representatives in the negotiations without 
regard to the question whether or not the treaty between cLina and 
Japan remains in force, by reason of the fact that under existing 
arrangements determining the state of the International Settletaeirt 
at Shanghai, Japan does in fact share in the responsibility of ihe 
administration of the Settlement so that no practically satisfactory 
arrangement could be expected to result from negotiations whi(i 
ignored the actual situation in that respect. 

With respect to your second point, I am requested by my colleagues 
to bring to Your Excellency^ attention the fact that the several 
representatives previously named to you already bear a diplomatic 
character by reason of their appointment as special represmtatives 
of their respective Legations and would sign as such any agreeraent 
which may be reached.” 


I beg leave to request the Department’s approval of my concurrence 
in the despatch of the foregoing in the contingency above described.® 
{d) The above repeated to Shanghai for information. 

{e) Bucknell left for Shanghai today. 

MacMurrat 


893.05/181 : Telegiam 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMvjrray) 

WASHiK-GTOiir, November 16, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

377. Your 1000, November 14, 8 p. m. 

1. If the Japanese Government indicates its desire to participate in 
the forthcoming negotiations you may join with your interested col- 
leagues in the proposed note. The Department refers, however, to 
paragraph 1 of its telegram 366, November 8, 6 p. m. The Depart- 
ment hopes that arrangements will be made to conduct negotiations 
under circumstances favorable to a successful result. . . . 

2. The Deparfetnent considers that the interest held in common in 
the matter of setting up a satisfactory court in the International 
Settlement is to be found in the fact that the court necessarily must 
function as an auxiliary to the international administration of the 
Settlement. This international administration rests upon the inter- 
national arrangements and practice relating to the Settlement, and 
not upon the general provisions of the treaties. It would appear to 
the Department that, China and Japan being at the present time 
in diplomatic relations, the participation of the Japanese Qpvem- 

^ ^ t^^graib N 0 ..IO 29 , November 22, the Ohar^^ in China Informed the Depart- 
ment that the note was sent on November 22 ( 893.05/187) . 
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ment in tlio conduct of the International Settlement continues as a 
matter of course. The question of general treaty provisions is 
irrelevant. 

Cotton 


893.05/182 : Telegram 

The Hfivi^teT in China (^MaeMuTray) to tho Secretary of Staie 

Peiping, November 18, 1929 — 4: p. m. 

[Beceived 9:20 p. m.] 

1004. liegation’s 1000, November 14, 8 p. m. Following telegram 
has been received from Jacobs and Bucknell: “Pending further in- 
structions from Legation, we diall not proceed to Nanking. Simi- 
lar action is being taken by other delegates”, which I have tele- 
graphically approved. 

BJaoMtjbkat 


893.05/183 : Telegram 

TAe Minister in Gfuma {McuiMwrray) to tJte Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 18, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Received November 19—2:87 a. mJ] 

1005. Shanghai’s despatch No. 6164: of September 80th. Follow- 
ing has now been received from Cunningham enclosing copies of a 
reply from Commissioner to enclosure of [^ic] despatch imder refer- 
ence and of the Consulate General’s reply thereto, the latter having 
been delivered to Commissioner during an interview on the subject: ® 

“. . . At this interview an unsuccessful effort was made to con- 
vince the Commissioner that the American consular official had the 
right to try cases jointly with the Chinese judge. The Commissioner 
even refused to return pending cases to the Provisional Court for 
retrial. 

Inasmuch as the particular circumstances which gave rise to this 
issue was the Chinese judge’s refusal in open court to permit Mr. 
Stevens to put relevant questions to the appellant’s representative 
or to put such questions for him at his request, the Liegation will 
realize the very weak position in which American interests would be 
placed if this right, which is awarently provided for in both the 
Sino- American treaties and the Josselyn protocol of 1917,® is aban- 


^ Telegram in three sections. 

• Omissions throughout as indicated in the original telegram. 

•Protocol of agreement between the Consul General at Tientsin and the 
Chinese Commissioner for Foreign Aifairs for Chihli Province, October 24, 1917. 
The Legation in China and the Chinese Foreign OflBce subsequently con- 
firmed the protocol, with modifications, and It was applied to other parts of 
China as a result (893.102 T/12). The agreement dealt with the right of an 
American assessor to sit in a Chinese court in cases where the plaintiff is an 
American. 
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doned. It is believed therefore that this question should be 
to the Department by telegraph if possible in order to ascertfi^ .i^ 
it desires tbia office to continue to maintain the attitude it has 
or to concede the Chinese contention. ' i 

... On October 29, 1929, the consular body[’s] Provisional Court 
committee decided that the Senior Consul should send a prote^ 
to the Commissioner for Foreign Affairs against his refusal to p#. 
mit the consular representatives of the several powers to sit jointiy 
with the Chinese judges of the Appeal Court of his bureau. It m 
not believed however that this protest will cause the Commissioiiec 
to withdraw from the position he has taken. 

The pertinent part of the Mixed Court rendition agreement 
the question at issue is article 6 of that agreement ... 

The crux of the dispute lies in the interpretation of the pkcaise 
‘Acting with the consul concerned according to the treaties^, that 
is, does the consul sit in accordance with the pertinent clauses of ti» 
treaty between his Government and China or does he have the ri^t 
through the most-favored clause to evoke the most-favored-hatlim 
treatment? This office has all along tried, though- unsuccessfully, 
to Tnaintnin the latter interpretation which I am sure is the correct 
one since I participated in the drafting of that article. 

While, on account of the ambiguous phraseology of article 3, there 
may be some grounds for conflicting interpretations as to the posi- 
tion of the consular representative in the Appeal Court there can lie 
none in that part of the article which provides for the return of 
cases to the Provisional Court for retrial. The Legation therefore 
might deem it advisable, pending receipt of the Department’s in^ 
struction, to protest to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on account qf 
the refusal of the Commissioner to return them and thus permit the 
interests of justice to be served.” 

Telegraphic instructions respectfully requested. 

MaoMttbkat 


893.05/184 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretoryt of State 

'PmjpiNQ, UTovember 19, 1929 — 7 p. m, 
[Received November 20 — 10 : 30 a. m.] 

1010. Your 377, November 16, 6 p. m. 

1. Following communication has been received from the Peiping 
Bureau of the Minister of Foreign Affairs : 

“We have the honor to inform you that a telegram dated the 18th 
has been received from the Waichiaopu reading as follows: 

You will please deliver the following telegraphic message to each of these 
six negations : British, American, French, Netherlands, Norwegian and 
Brazilian — ^telegram follows: 

The Chinese Government has api>ointed as its delegates to the commission 
for discussion and settlement of the question of the judicial organ in the 
Shanghai International Settlement: Hsu Mo, chief of Department of the 
Waichiaopu ; Chien Tai, counselor of the Judicial Yuan ; Wu Kun-wu, counselor 
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of the Judicial Yuan; Chi Ching, chief of d^;>artinent of WaicMaopu; IJang 
Ching-tun, judge. Supreme Court; lAa Shih-shun, acting counselor of the 
Waiehiaopu.” 

It will be noted that no communication lias been addressed to the 
Japanese Liegation. 

2. At a meeting of the interested heads of missions today it was 
decided that as soon as the Briti^ Minister received instructions, 
the draft telegram quoted in my 1000, November 14, 8 p. m., para- 
graph (d) would be transmitted to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

3. Following has been received from Shanghai : 

^November 19, 11 a. m. J apanese Consul General left last night 
for Nanking under instructions from his Government to discu^ per- 
sonally with Wang the question of Japanese participation in the 
Provisional Court negotiations.” 

MiLoMUBBAT 


893.05/185 : Telegram 

T7ie Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of State 


Peeping, November 20, 1929 — 4 p- m. 
[Beceived November 21 — ^2: 55 a. m.] 

1012. My 1010, November 19, 7 p. m., paragraph 8. Following from 
American Consul at Nanking; 


“November 19, 8 p. m. Japanese Consul General at Shanghai has 
iust informed me that he had a conversation today with Minister 
for Foreign Affairs urging latter to permit Japanese representatives 
to* participate in Provisional Court negotiations hut that Wang 
declined to do so.” 


893.05/182 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (^MacMwrray) 

Washington, November 21, 1929 — 2 p.* m. 

382. Your 1004, November 18, 4 p. m. The Department considers 
it desirable in the interest of all concerned that negotiations be begun 
and an agreement be arrived at ensuring the creation and maintenance 
of a competent court in the International Settlement. The Depart- 
ment’s views with regard to participation by Japanese delegates in 
the negotiations were sufficiently set forth in its 377 of November 16, 
6 p. m. However, the Department’s principal concern is that an 
agreement be reached with the Chinese authorities at an early date. 
It would appear that, with American, British, Dutch and French dele- 
gates, negotiations might he begun. The Department wishes to re- 
ceive your comments ; also to be informed with regard to the position 
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taken by the Japanese Government and with regard to the re^®®]*. 
for the action reported in your 1004. You may, of course, con^M 
with your colleagues. You should inform them of the Departmenis 
views. It is desired that you let it be understood that your Goreita- 
ment, although it deprecates the attitude manifested by the Qiia^. 
Foreign Office, sees no advantage to be gained from like insist^i^ 
by the representatives of the Powers upon points relating to 
machinery of the proposed negotiations. The essential things woifl^ 
seem to be (1) to get the negotiations going and (2) the subje® 
matter. 

SrntsoiT 


893.05/186 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 


Peiping, November 21, 1929— 4 p. m. 

[Received November 21—11 : 30 a. inlf 

1022. My 1012, November 20, 4 p. m. Following from SbangMi; 

“November 20, 4 p. m. From Bucknell and Jacobs : Japanese Con- 
sul General upon his return from Nanking informs us that the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs, while professing his entire willingneps to 
conduct separate negotiations on Provisional Court with Japanese, 
flatly refused to admit Japanese representatives to joint negotiations. 
Japanese Consul General added that he was referring matter to his 
Government for instructions.” 

MAoMiJKE^r 

893.05/188 : Telegram 

T7ie Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 24, 1929 — ^1 p. m, 
[Received November 24 — 11 : 20 a. 

1037. Department’s 382, November 21, 2 p. m. 

1. I shall inform the interested Heads of Legation of the Depart- 
ment’s views at a meeting to be held tomorrow, the 25th. I haye 
already discussed the matter with the Japanese Charge d’ Affaires ad 
interim who states that he has not yet received instructions as to the 
attitude of his Government toward the refusal of the Chinese to per- 
mit J apanese participation in the joint negotiations. (See Legation’s 
1022, November 21, 4 p. m.) On account of the extensive Japanese 
interests in the International Settlement, the Japanese regard the 
question of their participation in reaching an agreement as one of 
great importance. The Charg4 d’Affaires expressed himself as hc^et 
ful that some form of compromise could be found which would meet 
J apanese requirements. 
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2. Siiice the draft note quoted in the Legation’s 1000, paragraph 
(c ) was despatched only day before yesterday (see Legation’s 1029, 
November 22, 9 p. m.«), I am of the opinion that it would not be 
advisable to make any decision with regard to further action pend- 
ing a reply from the Minister for Foreign Ajfairs, thus affording an 
opportunity for the Japanese to make further efforts to adjust the 
matter. I shall be able to comment in more detail after tomorrow’s 
meeting. 

3. The American delegates as well as those of the other nationali- 
ties remained in Shanghai where all except Bucknell are regularly 
stationed because of the questions raised by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in his note to the Senior Minister quoted in the Legation’s 
1000, paragraph (6). The Legation approved this course because it 
seemed preferable that the delegates should not suffer any possible 
loss of prestige by marking tune in Nanking pending a solution of 
these questions and because it seemed that the presence in Nanking 
of the delegates other than the J apanese would have tended to de- 
feat the object of the draft note quoted m the Legation’s 1000, para- 
graph (c). 

I'jSililbJSkXTTS 


803.05/189 : T^e^rram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, November 26, 1929^ — ID p. m. 

[R^jeived 10 : 05 p. m.] 

104:1. Liegation’s 1037, November 24, 1 p. m. 

1. At today’s meeting I informed the interested Heads of Liega- 
tions of the Department’s views as set forth in the Department’s 382, 
November 21, 2 p. m. Japanese Charge d’Affaires stated that his 
Government intended to press the Chinese in regard to Japanese 
participation. The Japanese Government, however, appreciative of 
the sympathetic attitude of the other interested powers but fearing 
that some time might elapse before an adjustment could be made, did 
not wish to be a hindrance to the negotiations. Should therefore the 
Chinese Government persist in its present attitude, the Japanese 
Government desired to interpose no objection to the negotiations 
being undertaken by the American, British, Dutch and French 
delegates. 

2. Other Heads of Legation accordingly agreed that this course 
should be followed but were of the opinion that a reply should first 
be awaited to the note sent Minister for Foreign Affairs on November 
22nd. (Legation’s 1027 [10S7'], November 24, 1 p. m., paragraph 2.) 


"^Ante, p. 713. 

*®See footnote 6, p. 714. 



720 


POBEIGOSI EBLATIONB, 1929, VOLTIME H 


It was understood that in case the J apanese were able at aiij titai 
to reach an agreement with regard to their participation, they 
then^ as a precaution, enter the negotiations. ^ 

3. It was also suggested and agreed to in principle that should 
Chinese persist in refusing to permit Japanese participation, it 

be both fitting and advisable to despatch a further note of protest,*^ 
a.tenor similar to the former notes, while at the same time comment 
ing negotiations without the presence of the Japanese delegates.. 
purpose, therefore, unless the Department disapproves, to concur ii 
the despatch of such a note if there be occasion therefor. , , 

4. Bucknell and Jacobs are being informed of the substance of the 

foregoing. ^ 

893.05/190 : Telegram , i 

The Charge m China {Perkins) to the Seoretary of State 

Peipikg, November 26, 1929—1 p. ie. 

[Received November 26 — 6 : 30 a. nv] 

104:3. Following from Shanghai : 

‘^November 25, 4 p, m. The following is translation of express letter 
received from Kiangsu Provincial Government directed to the Shang- 
hai Provisional Court, dated November 1929, received November 22nd: 

'Instruction Number 1241 from the Kiangsu Provincial Government in lieu of a 
telegram. Prom January 1, 1930 (19th year) the Shanghai Provisional Court 
shall be directly subordinate to the Central Government. There will not he many 
more days left in the year. Apart from telegraphically requesting the Judicial 
Yuan to make preparations for the taking over of the court, to cite [Hc]t the 
Shanghai Provisional Court, are hereby informed accordingly.’ 

This was received privately by Senior Consul’s deputy who fur- 
nished this Consulate General a copy.” 

Pbeokiys 

893.05/183 : Telegram 

The Acting Seoretary of State to the Charge in China {Perkim) 

Washington, November 27, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

389. Tour 1006, November 18, 6 p. m. Department believes that 
in appeals under Article V of Rendition Agreement, Consul is 
clearly entitled to rights set forth in Article IV of Sino-American 
Treaty of 1880,^^ including examination of witnesses. In the light 
of the information given, however. Department believes that it 
would be preferable to rely on the rendition agreement rather than 

" Signed at Peking, November 17, 1880 ; Malloy, Treaties, 1776-1909, vol. i, 
p. 239. 
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on the treaty and that present difficulty may best be overcame 
either by endeavoring to have cases returned to Proviaonal C3ourt 
for retrial before a different judge and consular officer or by desig- 
nating a different consular representative in appeal court. 

COTION 

893.06/192 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkine) to the Secretary of State 

Peepenq, November 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received November 28 — 5 : 15 p. m.^‘] 

1062. Legation’s 1041, November 25, 10 p. m. 

1. Interested Heads of Legation this morning discussed reply 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated November 26th, to 
the note sent him November 22nd (Legation’s 1037, November 24, 
1 p. m.). Wang party [flatly refuse [refmes^ to permit Jap- 
anese participation in the joint negotiations, but, with regard to 
the question of the rank of certain delegates, Wang states that, 
since it has been declared that they have the character of diplo- 
matic representatives with the same title as those chosen from the 
members of the Legations, he consents not to maintain his former 
point of view on this subject. (Legation’s 1000, November 14, 8 
p. m., last portion of telegram quoted in paragraph (c) .) 

2. Interested Heads of Legation agreed upon draft telegram to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs reaffirming position previously 
taken with regard to Japanese participation but stating that, since 
the Japanese Government was reluctant to delay negotiations pend- 
ing the result of discussions, interested Heads of Legation were 
instructing their delegates to get into touch with Chinese dele- 
gates with a view to opening negotiations on such date as the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs might name. At the request of the 
Japanese Charg4 d’Affaires it was agreed to withhold temporarily 
the despatch of this telegram pending the receipt of more detailed 
instructions momentarily expected by him from Tokyo. 

8. Wang has apparently for all practical purposes receded from 
the position hitherto maintained by him regarding the rank of 
delegates not members of the Legations, thus obviating the diffi- 
culty hitherto confronting us in this regard. ... 

A reply by cable is requested. 

Febedts 


” Tel^ram In two- sections. 
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893.06/198 : Telegram 

The OhargS in Ohma {PerTci/ns) to the 

Pescpinq, December 2, 1929— 6 p 

[Eeceived 7 : 55 p. 

1066. The Japanese Government having authorized concurrence a 
telegram outlined Legation’s 1052, November 28, 5 [5] p. m., gpen i^ 
paragraph, the message was despatched to the Minister for Forejrf 
Affairs on November 80th. American delegates are being apprt^^i 
ately instructed." 



898.05/196 j 

Memordndtmb hy the Assistant Chief of the Di/oision of Far Easteei), 

Affairs {Peoh) 

[WASBCCNGTOisr,] December 3, 1 ^, 

The Far Eastern Division received from the Navy Department^ 
copy of a telegram from China, dated November 30, to the follow^ 
effect , , 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign A^ffairs, while conversing wilt 
Mr. Bucknell, said that he hoped that some solution of the questien 
of the Provisional Court in the International Settlement could hg 
reached through early negotiations, since it would not be desired by 
either China or the United States that there should be a repetition,^ 
the incident of May 30, 1926." This telegram was sent at the requ^ 
of Mr. MacMurray. 

W. F. P[boe] 

893.05/200 : Telegram 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiphstg, December 10, 1929 — 4 p, m. 

[Received 9 : 27 p. m.^^] 

1122. Following from Jacobs and Bucknell at Nanking, dated 
December 9, 3 p. m. : 

“At a meeting this morning opened by O. T. Wang, but later pre- 
sided over by Hsu Mo, the Chinese delegation proposed the following 
draft agreement for the establishment of a judicial system in the 
International Settlement in Shanghai : 

^The Charge in China, in telegram No. 1079, December 4, reported that 
December 9 had been set by the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs to be^ 
negotiations in Nanking (893.05/195). 

^ Disturbances at Shanghai ; see Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. i, pp. 647 ff 

" Telegram in three sections. 


Secretary of State,^^ . 
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Artide Ni^ber 1. From the date of the signing of the preemt 
a^eement, all the former rules, agreements, exchanges of notes, et 
cetera, relating to the pdicial system in the International Settl^ent 
at Shanghai shall be abolished. 

Article Number 2. The Chinese Government shall establish on the 
premises of the court now in existence in the International Settlement 
at Shanghai a court to be designated as the District Ck)urt for the 
Special District of Shanghai, which shall, in accordance with Chinese 
laws and rules of procedure, exercise jurisdiction over all civil and 
criminal cases as well as police offenses in the International Settle- 
ment at Shanghai. The organization of the aforesaid court and the 
procedure for appeal shall be governed by Chinese laws and regula- 
tions. 


Article Number 3. The former practice of consular deputies or any 
consular officials appearing in the court to watch the proceedings or 
sit jointly with the judge shall be abolished. 

Article Number 4. All criminal cases and cases involving police 
offenses arising in the International Settlement shah, within 24 hours 
after the arrest of the offender, be directly handed over in writing by 
the Municipal Council to the District Court for the Special District 
of Shanghai for adjudication. 

Article Number 5. All summonses, warrants and orders issued by 
the District Court for the Special District of Shanghai and [aref\ 
valid after they have been signed by a judge or a procurator of the 
court, and shall be executed by the process servers or judicial police 
[of the?] court. Whenever necessary, the Municipal Council shall 
render all the assistance within its power. 

Article Number 6. All prisons and detention houses now situated 
in the International Settlement at Shanghai diall be taken over by the 
District Court for the Special District of Shanghai, which shall take 
charge of them in accordance with Chinese laws and regulations. 

Article Number T. The present agreement shall enter into force 
from the date of its signature. 


At a subsequent meeting of the foreign delegates it was agreed that 
the Chinese proposal was an attack upon the integrity of the Settle- 
ment, and could not be considered in its present form. It was decided 
that at tomorrow’s meeting the following procedure would be [ap- 
parent omission] for a Chinese-controlled area, it is evidently unwork- 
able for the International Settlement in Shanghai, and will be re- 
quested to modify their proposed draft so as to ensure the necessary 
safeguards for the orderly and peaceful administration of the 
Settlement. 

2. In the event of a refusal, it will be proposed : (a) That we discuss 
a modification of the present agreement with some form of consular 
representation in the court; or (6) that we discuss the organization of 
a purely Chinese court in the Settlement in which foreign judicial 
personnel on the bench are employed by the Chinese Government.” 

Perkins 
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898.06/201 : Idegrun 

T7ie €harge in Ohina (PerMm) to the Seoretaiy of StcOe 

Petping, December 11 , 1929-..10 4 . m, 
[Received December 11— 1:15 a. ijj^j 

1124. My 1122 , December 10 , 4 p. m. Following from Jacobs and 
Buclmell, December 10, 8 p. m. : 

“Two joint meetings were held today, tbe results of which were as 

follows: , , T . . 

1 . The Chinese delegates stated that a discussion of a scheme for a 
purely Chinese court with foreign judicial personnel employed by the 
Chinese Government would only be acceptable in the event that the 
jurisdiction of the court was extended to include extraterritorial na- 
tionals within the Settlement. The foreign delegates replied that 
they could not discuss this scheme under such terms but that it wotdd 
be referred to their respective Legations for further instructions, 
which are respectfully solicited by telegraph. 

2. The Chinese delegates were not prepared to discuss a modification 
of the present agreement with some form of consular representation 
nnlo,cto flie foreign delegates presented concrete proposals. A meeting 
of the foreign delegates vdll take place tomorrow morning to draft 
a proposal in accordance with scheme B, upon presentation of which 
Chinese will inform us whether or not they are prepared to discuss 
such a solution.” 

Legation’s commrait will follow. 

Pebeots 


893.05/202 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perkins) to the Searetary of State 

Peiping, December 12, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received December 1 & — ^ 10 : 45 a. m.] 
1132, Following from Jacobs and Bucknell : 

^‘December 11 , Y p. m. ( 1 ) At a j^oint meeting this afternoon the 
foreim delegates presented to the Chinese delegates amendment to 
the Chinese proposal which attempted to graft on to the Chinese 
draft the general outline of scheme B which they promised to con- 
sider and inform us tomorrow afternoon whether they are prepared to 
accept these amendments as a basis of discussion. 

While we are proceeding with the negotiations as rapidly as 

E ossible we desire to invite the Legation’s attention to the fact that 
com all local indications we are dealing with representatives of a 
government which may disappear shortly, in all probability nullify- 
ing any arrangements * we may be able to make.” 


Perkins 
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893.05/206 : Telegram 

TTie Change in, OUna, {PerUna) to tJie Secretary of State 

PErraro, December 13, 1929 — yp. w 
[Received December 14r— 6 : 25 a. m.“] 

1144. Legation’s 1124, December 11, 10 a. m. 

1. At meeting today of interested Heads of Legations (Japanese 
Cbarg4 d’Affaires present) it was decided to rfefer to our respective 
Governments the Chinese proposal that a court with foreign juaiciid 
personnel employed by the Chinese Government would be acceptable 
only in the event that the jurisdiction of the court was extended to 
include extraterritorial nationals within the Settlement. Heads of 
Legations informally discussed question whether it might not be ad- 
visable to have our delegates inf orm the Chinese that although extra- 
territorial matters were not within the scope of the present negotia- 
tions nevertheless the foreign Governments concerned would view 
■with sympathy the idea of a later extension of the jurisdiction of the 
court to include extraterritorial nationals if the new court should 
function successfully as contemplated under anbamo A 

2. French Minister stated that he was prepared to recommend this 
course.®* British Minister felt that it was hardly safe to mgVft ^eh a 
proposal. Netherlands Charge d’AiflEaires was opposed. I expressed 
as my own personal view the opinion that it would not be safe to 
make such a commitment however indefinite; for experience had shovni 
that the Chinese would unquestionably interpret a contingent com- 
mitment of this kind as a specific promise, as they had previously 
done -with respect to contingent commitment concerning tariff in 
China." 

3. For the Department’s information. I am furthermore of the 
opinion that when \the I*] position taken by the Chinese delegates, as 
described in paragraph 1 of the American delegates’ telegram of 
December 10, 8 p. m.," indicated that the Chinese are primarily inter- 
ested in extending the scope of the present negotiations so as to 
embrace the whole question of extraterritoriality. Should the inter- 
ested foreign Governments consent, the result would be (o) to 
prejudice any future negotiations which the interested Governments 
may be contemplating through accredited plenipotentiaries and (&) to 
place the Chinese Government in a position to exploit the situation 
politically by confusing the issue in the eyes of the Chinese people 
through making it appear that the interested powers had all unre- 

^In telegram No. 1162, Hecember 18, tlie Charge in Ohina reported that the 
French Government did not approve the recommendation (893,05/211). 

“ For the contingent commitment, see Foreign Relations^ 1925, vol. i. hn. 881 IT. 

^ See telegram No. 1124, December 11, from the Ohargd in China, p. 724. 

323423 — i3 — ^vol. il 65 



726 FOKEIGiNf RBLATLOlSrS, 1929, VOIiUME H 

servedly conceded the Chinese demand for the commehcemeiit 
negotiations which had as their aim the abolition of extraterritorialitv 
on January 1st. 

4. With respect to the intrinsic merits of the Chinese proposal whi(^ 
means that all foreigners as well as Chinese in Shanghai would, Im 
brought within the jurisdiction of the new court, I venture to e:^r^ 
my own personal view that, in connection with any plans which tl© 
interested Governments may have for the gradual abolition of extS 
territoriality, the abandonment of, or any fundamental change in ^ 
present status of foreigners within the International Settlement ^ 
Shanghai should be not the first but one of the last stages of any suii 
graduated process. The primacy of Shanghai in the structure % 
Chinese foreign trade and the complicated nature of its municip^ 
constitution led me to the view that any first experimental steps towa^ 
an abolition of extraterritorial rights should not be taken at a pl^ 
so extremely important to the comity of our China trade*. ' 

6. The Department’s instructions are solicited at the earli^ 
moment possible with regard to attitude to be taken by the Americun ' 
delegates towards the Chinese Government proposal as outline cpk 
discii^ed in paragraphs 1 and 2. 

6. Foregoing repeated to American delegates for their inf onnati^. 

Pekki^ , 

893.05/207 : Telegram 

The CTharge in GMna {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiptstg, December 15, 1929 — 11 a. liL 
[Received December 15 — 4 : 32 a. m.] 

1160. Legation’s 1145, December 14, 1 p. m.''^ Following from Kao 
Wen News Agency, Nanking, December 13: 

“Concerning the Provisional Court conference, Dr. Wang said today 
that in addition to the Chinese plan, the foreign [delegates] had sub- 
mitted counterproposals [to the Chinese] delegates. The Government 
would not agree to the continuance of the present system which per- 
mits the presence of the Senior Consid’s deputy at purely Chinese cases. 
As regards Sino-foreign cases, foreign consuls might watch the pro- 
ceedings on behalf of their nationals as provided for in the treaties 
Imt they would have no right to sit on the bench with Chinese judges, 
in short, the object of the Government is to make the Shanghai Pro- 
visional Court a part of the Chinese judicial system.’ 

Dr. Wang indicated that the Conference outlook is far from bright 
and that many difficulties have to be overcome before an agreement is 
reached.” 

Perbots 


Not printed. 
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893.05/208 : Telegram 

The OhaTge i/n China {PerJcma) ta the SeoT^etcurg of 8tai^ 

Peipino, December 15, 19^ — ^11 a. m. 

[Received December 16 — 8 : 40 a. 

1152. Following from Jacobs and Bucknell dated December 14, 
11 p. m. : 

‘following is text of the remarks of foreign delegates banded to 
the Chinese delegates today which constitute a summary of the Chi- 
nese position in regard to the court in Shanghai as well as the posi- 
tion of the Legations’ delegates which, pending further instructions, 
we do not feel able to depart from. 

“Our detailed comments with particular r^ard to those points 
which are beyond the scope of our existing instructions will be tele- 
graphed tomorrow. 

‘The foreign delegates have token careful note of the objections 
brought forward by the Chinese delegates to their amendments to the 
Chinese proposal and have carefully discussed them with a view to 
discovering how far they could meet them after due consideration of 
their own instructions. The result of this meeting of the foreign dele- 
gates is that they are now prepared to state their final position in re- 
gard to the Chinese objections which they cannot depart from in any 
of the major issues without further instructions from their respective 
Legations. It is perhaps unnecessary to go into all the various grounds 
[apparent omission] this position is based, it being sufficient to state 
that it has been arrived at as a result of a study of the present consti- 
tution of the International Settlement at Shanghai including its 
capital regulations and bylaws, as well ^ the fact that they are not, 
under their instructions, authorized to di^mss or in any way to alter 
existing treaty obligations. 

1. Land ReguLamons and Bylcms. 

The Chinese delegates have stated that they could not apply the 
land regulations and bylaws of the International Settlement until 
they were regularized by promulgation of a Chinese law embodying 
their principles. • 

The regulations and their bylaws constitute the charter of the 
International Settlement at Shanghai to which the Chinese Govern- 
ment has agreed, and the foreign delegates are not prepared to con- 
sider any proposal that would sdlow the validity of such land regula- 
tions and oylaws of the International Settlement in any way to be 
called into question. 

2. Scope of Jwrisdiction, 

The Chinese delegates have stated that they consider the scope of 
the proposal of the foreign delegates in respect to territorial jurisdic- 
tion too wide, particularly as regards the inclusion of municipal 
roads. 

The foreign delegates are not prepared to decrease the jurisdiction 
of any court to be established in the International Settlem^t as com- 
, pared with the jurisdiction of the present Provimonal Court. 


•* Telegram in twelve sections. 
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3. Appealing. 

The Chinese delegates stated that they desire to introduce the 
lation for appealing provided for by Chinese law and that they wS 
prepared to recommend the establishment of a branch High*^CoiiS 
in the Settlement provided that the Supreme Court would be- til 
final Court of Appeal. The Chinese \foreign?'] delegates are urt 
pared to recommend to their respective Legations that there H a 
branch of the High Court in Shanghai which will act as an app^ 
court, final appeal, at least in cases in which no foreign represen®^ 
is entitled to sit, being [apparent omission] to the Supreme Court ^ 
Nanking in accordance with existing Chinese law and procedure piP 
vided always that there will be consular representation in botii 
District Court and in the High Court from the inception through 2 
the stages of hearing to the final execution of all cases falling witl^ 
the categories mentioned in their amendments including mixed mmL 
and furflier provided that there will be [apparent omission] with the 
object of adjusting possible friction between the exemplification 
and the judging in the Settlement. ^ | 

4. Procwator system. 

The Chinese delegates have insisted upon the introduction of ^ 
procurator system in the Settlement as a part of the judicial systm 
of China, r 


The foreim delegates are not prepared under any circumstances % 
admit introduction into the International Settlement of the procure* 
tor system since this would in fact lead to a conflict of authaAy 
which it is their object to avoid. ^ 

Future Laws and Regulations of China, 

The Chinese delegates have refused to consider the suggestion oi 
the foreim delegates that future laws and regulations be communi- 
cated to the diplomatic body. 

The foreign delegates consider it vital for the successful function- 
ing of the court that notice of two months be given to the diplomatic 
body of any laws and regulations before such laws and regulations 
can become applicable in the District Court in Shanghai. 

6. Consular Representatives, 

^ The Chinese delegates have stated that they are opposed in prin- 
ciple to any foreign officials participating in the proceedings of the 
court and will not agree to such participation except possibly in cases 
in which the Municipal Council is itself the complainant. They 
have specifically refused to admit such representatives in mixed cases, 
either criminal or civil. 

The^ foreign delegates are compelled to insist that there must be 
a specified list of cases involving the peace and order of the Settlement 
in which the consular authorities must reserve the right to send a 
repr^entative, as well as in cases in which the extra- Settlement au- 
thorities are concerned with persons residing or found in the In- 
ternational Settlement; in cases in which the Municipal Council is 
plaintiff or complainant; and finally in cases in which foreigners in 
accordance with their treaty rights may be so represented. 

Form of Consular Representation, 

The Chinese delegates have stated that they could not undey any 
circumstances agree to any consular representation unless the judges’ 
[platform] was reserved for the judges themselves. - - 
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The foreign delegates must insist that a consular representatiTe be 
present in the court to sit with the judge in the general category of 
cases under discussion and that he must be accorded a position due 
his rank which must be on the same [platform] within reasonable 
distance of the judge. 

8. Scope of Oonsula/r^ Represerdation. 

The Chinese delegates have stated that the scope of the powers 
of the consular representatives as proposed by the foreign delegate 
is most destructive to the Chinese dharaoter of the court. 

The foreign delegates must insist that the consular repr^^tativ^ 
have the ri^t to watch proceedings at every stage of the case feem 
its inception to its close oh appeal, including execution, and in mixed 
cases to examine and cross-examine witnesses with the consent of the 
judge and in all such cases to record in the record their objections on 
any irregularities and matters of jurisdiction. In order to avoid 
friction and to settle any difficulties that may arise, they must iusisb 
upon some method by which complaints from the president of ihe 
court and the police or those embodied in protests contained in the 
record from the cases may he eflEectively dealt with. 

9. Judicial Police. 

The Chinese delegates have proposed the introduction into the 
Settlement of judicial police apart from the municipal police. The 
foreign delegates cannot agree to the introduction into the Settle- 
ment of a separate body of police, and must insist that the ju^cial 
police assigned pressure [sic^ be detailed by the municipal police to 
serve under the direction of and be responsible to the prudent of 
the court since any other system would in fact lead to a conflict of 
authority which it is their object to avoid. 

10. Duplication of Court Proc^ses. 

The Chinese delegates insist that all [^ia] processes of the wurt 
those for service on foreign property must be trai^f erred immediately 
without recourse or reference to any other authority. 

The foreign delegates are unable, in view of existing treaty pro- 
visions, to acquiesce in the suggestion of the Chinese delegates that the 
procedure for coimtersigning processes of the court for service on 
foreign premises be abolished. 

11- Prisons. , • 

The Chinese delegates proposed the appointment by the Chinese 
Government of a Chinese superintendent of prisons in the Settlement 
responsible solely to the Chinese Government. 

Because of the conflict of authority in the Settlement which would 
thus be created, the foreign delegates cannot agree to the appointment 
of a Chinese superintendent of prisons. 

12. Clerical Staff. . ^ in 

The Chinese delegates insist that the Chinese Government shall ap- 
point as clerk a Chinese without reference to the consular or municipal 
authorities of the Settlement but agree that the funds of the court shaU 
be deposited in a Chinese bank or banks within the Settlement and 
that any surplus after the expenses of the court are met will be used 
for judicial purpose, not necessarily confined to the District Court. 

Tne foreign delegates must insist that some form of foreign repre- 
sentation on the clerical staff of the court be devised^ in order to insure 
the proper administration of fibaances and to facilitate the access of 
foreign litigants to the court. 
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13, Jiidgermuts of Forrri^r Mi^ed Oowts^. ■ * 

The Chinese delegates have taken the position that the present Pw 
visional Court agreement was never recognized as binding by the 
tional Government and, therefore, refuse to provide that judgement 
of the former Mixed Court validated,by that agreement shall be r@ce|L 
nized as valid and executed if necessary by other Chinese courts. ^ 
The foreign delegate[s] must insist upon the recognition of the 
lidity of judgements of the former Mixed Court, since without snchla 
provision not only would it be impossible to execute those judgemeiil^ 
btit all judgements of the former Mixed Court extending over a peric^ 
of sixteen years would become capable of being set aside and reopen^! 
1^. Foreign Lawyers, 

The Chinese delegates stated th^t they would be unwilling to adiaife 
foreign lawyers to practice in the court under any circumstance^ 
cept m criminal cases in which the Municipal Council itself is the copii 
plainant, since they desired [to] protect the Chinese legal prof^sioi 
The foreign delegates must insist that foreign lawyers shall enjoy at 
least the same rights as under the present agreement, except that fenoh 
lawyers should be subject to the Chinese regulations governing the 
disciplinary punishment of lawyers. * 

Rules of 190Z Defining Respective Jurisdictions, 

The Chinese delegates have objected to the recognition in the ne^ 
agreement of the provisions of the rules of 1902 dennii^ the jurisdic- 
tiohs of the Mixed Court of the International and French Settle^ 
ments. f 

The foreign delegation \delegatesf'\ insist that the new agreement 
must contain some definition of the respective jurisdictions as pro- 
vided in the 1902 agreement.’ 


Text of foreign delegates’ amendments to the Chinese proposal re- 
ferred to in document above quoted will be telegraphed as soon as 

Perkins 


893.05/209 : T^egram 

The Charge m China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 18, 1929 — ^noon. 

[Received December 19—4 ; 20 a. m,^] 

1161. 1. Following from Jacobs and Bucknell, Nanking : 

“December 16, 5 p. m. The following is a joint telegram of the 
foreign delegates to the interested Ministers at Peiping: 

^At joint meeting of the foreign and Chinese delegates at 6 p» m. 
on December 14, the chief of the Chinese delegation made the follow- 
ing summary or the Chinese position in regard to the negotiations: 

“Of the above points (see text of fifteen points presented to the Chinese 
delegation on December 14th at 11 a. m., and telegraphed to the American 
negation by its delegation on the same date**) we must point out those which 


Telegram in ten sections. 

** See telegram No, 1152, December 15, from the Ghargd in China, supra. 
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we consider of prime importance, and, failing a settlement of which, we do not 
see how there can be any result to these negotiations. 

First. Appeals. 

maintain that every case mus t go through three trials a T * d} in all otlier 
respects must be in strict accord with the usual Chinese procedure. 

Second. Consular Representation. 

No form of consular representation will be allowed in any notixed civil 

or criminal, or in those cases in which the ertra-Settlement authorities are 
concerned. 

Third. Form of Consular Representation antt Its Scope. 

We have presented to you our plan today in reg^ard to this question which is 
the extreme limit to which we can go and which is strictly confidential. This 
plan (which we consider totally unacceptable) is as foUows: 

The consular body may send a legal expert who is well versed in Oblnese law 
to the District Court to observe the trial; the observer will be assigned by the 
court a special seat where lawyers are usually seated. Pe shall not interrc^te 
witnesses or prisoners, and shall abide by the rules applicable to visitors to the 
[court.] Where the observer discovers what he believes to be irregulariti^ in 
procedure or in matters of Jurisdiction in respect to the Judgm^ts of the court, 
and where an apx)eal has been duly filed by the x>arties concerned, he, the 
observer, may bring the case^ to the attention of another legal expert represent- 
ing the consular body, who, if he deems fit, may present bis ojdnions in writing 
to the president of the court who shall forward th em to the Court of Second 
Instance. If the observer thinks that the Judgment of the Court ot Second 
Instance stiU leaves room for discussion within the scope as above provided, 
the legal representative of the consular body. If he de^s it fit, may discuss the 
case with a representative to he appointed by the Judicial authorities of the 
Chinese Government, and the two representatives i^all, If th^ agree, present 
a written statement of their opinions to the Court of Second Instance for record. 
Neither the observer nor the legal representative of the consular body be 
allowed to cause his opinions to he known in the open court or to be publi^ed 
outside the court. Should the observer act in any way contrary to the pro- 
visions of this agreement, the court may refuse to allow him to observe any trial 

The opinions of the observer and of the legal representative of the consular 
body do not in any way affect the validity of the Judgments of the court which 
shall be executed as soon as they become final. 

Fourth, Future Laws and Regulations. 

We cannot allow ourselves to give notice of laws to be promulgated In the 
future. 

Fifth. Chief Cleric. 

The Chief Clerk must be appointed and selected by the Chinese Government 
of its own accord.” 

In addition to the above five points of the Chinese delegates, the 
foreign delegates feel that there are still other points of ^ual im- 
portance that require reference to their appropriate authorities before 
negotiations can be continued and they, this morning at 10 o’clock, 
so informed the Chinese delegation. These points are as follows : 

First. The introduction of the procurator system even if con- 
fined to inquests and cases affecting the security of the Settle- 
ment which was the extreme concession of the Chinese on this 
point. 

Second. Any failure expressly to recognize the land regula- 
tions and bylaws of the Settlement in the agreement. 

Third, Any restriction of the jurisdiction exercised by the 
existing Provisional Court, especially as regards extra-Settlement 
municipal roads. 

Fourth. Countersignature of court processes for service on the 
property of extraterritorial nationals. 

Fifth. Prisons which must be imder the complete control of 
the Settlement authorities. 
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Sixth, Judgments of the former Mixed Court and the e:^^ 
Provisional Court which must be recognized as valid an^ ^ 
cutable by other Chinese courts. 

Seventh. Eules in 1902 defining respective jurisdictions 
tween the courts of the French and International Settleii^ 
provision for which must be made. 

In regard to the remaining points the Chinese delegates have state! 
that they might be willing to attempt to meet our views. 

A comparison of the original proposal of the Chinese delegaii^ 
telegraphed to the American Legation on December 9, 3 p. m.,^^ wl^ 
the foreign delegates informed the Chinese was beyond the scope q| ‘ 
their instructions tod thus unacceptable for discussion, with • 
present position of the Chinese delegates, toows clearly that they halS 
come back to their original proposal with slight modifications. 

It is evident that the foreign delegates cannot continue negotia^ 
tioiis within the scope of their negotiations sind^ 

the type of court which Chinese are now proposing strikes at the v^ 
foundation of the Settlement and certain of the existing treaty righ^i 

Aside from the question of the scope of their instructions, the for^ 
eign delegates feel sure it is highly desirable that they be authorize# 
to discuss with the municipal authorities at Shanghai in a priyi^te 
and confidential manner at least those points which directly 
them. 


The chief of the Chinese delegates pointed out in today’s meeting 
that the agreement would expire on December 31st and alluded to diffi- 
culties that might arise in the event no agreement was reached. Since 
it is clearly impossible to reach and sign an agreement before Decern^ 
ber 31st, whether the interested Ministers find it expedient to enlarge 
the scope of their instructions to their delegates or not, those dete- 
gates feel that it is impossible to avoid facing the fact that soipe 
means should be devised to secure the consent of the Chinese authori- 
ties to the continuance of the present agreement without prejudice to 
the automatic renewal in article 7 thereof. 

Pending receipt of instructions, further meetings have been sus- 
pended imtil Thursday, December 19, at 3 p. m.’ ” 


And following dated December 16, 10 p. m. : 

“In addition to being in hearty accord with the views expressed in 
the joint telegram of the foreign delegates of December 16, 10 [5] 
p. m., we venture to submit our own further views as follows: 

1. In view of the attitude of the Chinese delegates in attempting 
from the beginning of the negotiations to bring questions which are 
beyond the scope of our present instructions and which in some in- 
stances involve a surrender or direct modification of existing treaty 
rights and agreements other than the Mixed Court rendition agree- 
ment in respect to consular representation, immunity of foreign prop- 
erty from search by Chinese authorities without consular consent, 
the Settlement land regulations and bylaws, the 1902 rules determin- 

^ See telegram No. 1122, December 10, from the Obarg4 in Obina, p, 722. 
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ing jurisdiction as well as long-^ablished procedure arising there- 
from upon which the peace and order of the Settlement depend, we 
believe that, if our Government intends to discuss the general ques- 
tion of extraterritoriality in the near future, any agreement embody- 
ing the surrender or modifications desired by the Chinese on these 
points cannot but weaken our position in such negotiations by elimi- 
nating valuable trading points and place the Cabinet in a p<^ti<m to 
exploit the situation. We furtiier respectfully submit that a surren- 
der on our part in regard to treaty rights might entail the nec^ty 
of legi^ative action before such agreement could become effective for 
our citizens and thus delay the conclusion of such an agreement. 

2. TVe feel that the situation has become so complicated that, if it 
were at all possible, we might have the opportunity of discussing per- 
sonally with the liegation and, since this is evidently impossible at 
present, we feel that this opportunity should be given us if the n€go- 
tiations are for reason postponed for a period sufScient to enable us 
to come to Peiping and return by rail. 

3. W^e shall leave for Shanghai tonight to consult with Cunning- 
ham and shall return here Wednesday night.^® Since the other dele- 
gates are also leaving for Shanghai any reply to the joint telegram 
in regard to .discussing matters with the municipal authorities can be 
sent there up to and including Wednesday.” 

Febeiks 


893.05/206 : Telegram 

The^ Secretary of State to the Ghc^ge m Ghina {Perkim} 

WASBDOsrGTOE, December 18, 1929 — dt p. m. 

418. Your 1144, December 18, 7 p. m. The Department concurs in 
your view that it would be unwise in the present situation to assent 
to a plan that would result in the creation within the International 
Settlement of a Chinese court exercising jurisdiction over all persons 
in the Settlement. The Department feels that the exercise under exist- 
ing circumstances of such jurisdiction by a Chinese tribunal would 
negative the present efforts to safeguard the personal rights and the 
vast economic interests centered in the International Settlement against 
involvement in the complications of Chinese national and local politics 
and wars. In the event that the question of establishing a court with 
such jurisdiction should become a part of the question of extending 
the sphere of jurisdiction of Chinese courts in general, the whole ques- 
tion may, of course, have to be considered further, in a different 
perspective. 

Stimsoe 


December 18, 1929. 
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893.05/210 : Telegram i 

Thu Charge in Ohma {PerMna) to the Secretary of State .cff 

[Paraphrase] ‘ ‘ ‘ ■'-hJ - 

Peiping, December 18, 1929^5 
[Eeceived December 18 — ll:20a4 ^] 
lies. My 1161, December 18, noon. Following from Jacobs 
Bucknell at Shanghai, December 17, 1 p. m. : , , , , 

“We have been confidentially informed by the British delsgat^ 
Aveliiig, that he had privately and unofficially discussed with Drad % 
Wang at his request a suggestion for avoidance of difficulties wMiji 
our insistence on consular representation presented, as foflo^; 
All foreign representatives or deputies of the Shanghai Mundd.i)ai 
Council or of the consular body to be eliminated. The Chinofaa 
ernment to employ foreign jurists in the court, as legal advise«§ 
to the bench. These jurists to take no part in court proceediag^ 
but the Chinese judge to render no judgment without discussing the’ 
case with the particular foreign jurist concerned. If judg4 aiid 
foreign jurist disagree on the judgment, the judge’s decision to hi 
rendered nevertheless. On going to appeal the case to be considerefi 
in the same way as previously in the Court of First Instance. IE the 
Appeal Court judge and the foreign jurist disagree on the judgmeh^ 
the latter to be suspended until a committee of jurists, composed of the 
Appeal Court judge who tried the case, his foreign legal adviser, and 
a high judicial authority of Chinese nationality appointed by tine 
Central Government, should decide. The three members on this com- 
mittee to have equal vote, a majority decision to be binding. Eegard- 
ing the legal adviser’s court position, presumably he is not to sit on 
the bench, though this point may be discussed and adjusted. He is to 
have his own interpreter but not to be able to question witnesses or ia 
any way to participate in the proceedings, nor to talk over matters 
with the judge during court proceedings. The very doubtful featiae 
is if the Judicial Tuan will accept the principle of three jurists, one 
of them a foreigner. Neither judge nor jurists would desire, perhaps, 
to attend all cases, for example, minor cases, but important cases would 
of course be attended. 

The idea seems to have pleased the chief Chinese delegate, also in 
his private capacity, although this cannot be considered as in any 
way having weight at the moment. Something of this sort, it is be- 
lieved, may at least be proposed at the next meeting on December 19. 
The above, we understand, constitutes a part, at least, of one of die 
plans to be proposed by the Chinese in subsequent negotiations.” 

Pebedts 
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893.05/216 : Telegram 

The Oharge in China (^P erJoms) to the Secretary of State 

Peekekg, December 19, 1929 — 11 a. nu 
[Received December 20 — 6 : 11 p. m^**] 

1168. My 1161, December 18, noon. Following telegram has been 
sent Senior interested Minister by Senior Consul, December 18, 
11a.m.: 

«1. Testerday one of the Provisional Court judges, Ting Shih, an- 
nounced frorn^ the bench that as the court would cease to feinction at 
the end of this month and as it was not known what would happen 
next year, no cases^ would be set down for hearing next year in the 
absence of instructions from Nanking. Actually no cases have been 
set for hearing next year. 

2. In view of this state of affairs, it would appear to be highly 
important for the Senior Minister to endeavor to obtain from the 
Chinese Government an assurance that the court would be instructed 
to continue the status guo without prejudice to the rights of the 
powers concerned to claim automatic renew;*^! of the rendition agree- 
ment under clause Y thereof, until the rendition agreement is super- 
seded by a new agreement in accordance with the clause mentioned. 

B. The diplomatic body can envisage the dangers which would 
beset the Settlement should the functions of the Shanghai Pro- 
visional Court be terminated abruptly. The view held generally by 
members of the consular body is that if such a situation developed 
the consular body would have no alternative but to adopt such 
measures as it rnight deem appropriate to insure that the adminis- 
tering of justice in the Settlement be continued.^ 

Following from Cunningham dated December 18, 6 p. m.: 

J acobs and Bucknell have shown me the various statem^ts and 
counterstatements made by the Chinese and foreign negotiators in 
reference to the Provisional Court and I am particularly referring 
to the joint telegram of December 16, 5 p. m.,®^ and in general aOTee 
with the statement therein. However, 1 desire to emphasize that 
the matter of greatest importance is that some means should be de- 
vised immediately for the continuance of the present agreement 
without prejudice to terminate automatic rendition provided in 
article 7 of the rendition agreement. There remains but 12 days for 
the present agreement to continue before it is automatically ext^ded 
3 years. The Chinese action places the municipality in a very grave 
position and unless an agreement is reached as above indicate the 
entire structure of foreign trade and law and order ih the munici- 
pality will be threatened. I venture to urge in the strongest possible 
manner that the most important thing is to secure without prejudice 
an extension of the present agreement until the conclusion of 
negotiations.” 

PranKiys 


^ Telegram in three sections. 

See telegram No. 1161, December 18, from the OhargA in China, p. 730. 
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803.05/212 : Tdegram i 

The OIWiTge in Ohdna (^PerJei/ns) to the Seeretaery of State ^ * 

Petphiq, December 20, 1929-— noo®. 
[Eeceived December 20 — ^2; 47 a. ml 
1172. Legation’s 1152, December 16 [J5], 11 a. m., and 1168, De^^nai 
ber 19, 11 a. m. In view of the urgency of the situation as descraed*!! 
the telegram from the Senior Consul to the Senior interested Minister, 
the interested Heads of Legation are despatching a joint telegram te 
their delegates at Nanking containing a statement of recommendaiioss 
to the interested home Govermnents, which the delegates are to act 
as definite instructions, unless objections from the home Gove nipieT^ 
are received by December 24, noon. This statement has been prepar^ . 
after careful deliberation, and I earnestly request the Department’s 
approval thereof in toto. The statement is now being encoded and wffl 
follow this telegram as soon as possible. Should the Department har^ 
any objection to make, it is suggested that the reply should be ad- 
dressed both to the Legation and also direct to the American delegat^ 
at Nanking. It is deemed advisable to take this course in order to av<^ 
any possible charge by the Chinese that the foreign delegates are sfefc- 
ing to dday the negotiations beyond January 1 on the pretext of the 
necessity to refer the questions involved to their higher authorities. 



893,06/213 : Telegram 

The Charge in China (Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

Peeping, December 20, 1929 — ^3 p. m. 

[Eeceived December 20 — ^2 : 40 p. m.®^] 

1173. My 1172, December 20, noon. The following is the joint tele- 
gram mentioned in my telegram under reference : 

‘^The following is the joint view of the interested Heads of Legation 
on the fifteen pouits contained in the statement handed by the foreign 
delegates to the Chinese delegated on December 14th and the Ghihese 
reply thereto : 

1. Land Regulations cmd Bylaws, 

The foreign delegates should seek to find a formula under which 
the Chinese Government would undertake to reenact the land regula- 
tions and bylaws by some blanket legislation, it being understood that 
the present regulations and bylaws continue valid in the meantime. 

2, Scope of Jurisdiction. 

The heads of Legation understand this point is still open to discus- 
sion. 


Telegram in eight sections. 
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3 . Appends. 

™ are of opinion that every effort dbiouid 

still be made to grange that cases in which there is consiiiar irepresenta- 
tion should be ^ally disposed of in the Settlement courts. Should 
a deadlock on tl^ continue, they reserve their final decision for 
later wnaderation. They suggest that it mi^t be po^ble to place 
^me limi^tion on the nature of the cases which can be appealed to 
rs anking, i. e.j by limiting such cas^ to those involving a certain sum 
or penalty or involving some important new judicial pnnciplew 

4. ProouTabor System. 

T_ H^ads of Legation are prepared in the last r^ort to agree to 
the Cleese proposal subject to the general observations : The political 
ca^ in which the procurator is to function must be clearly defined 
and it must be understood that at least a preliminary hearing will be 
held in the Settlement court brfore the arrested person is haim^ over 
to OTovmcial authorities outside. It is understood that the powers 
of the procurator to issue warrants do not extend to extraterritorial 
nations. The above views are subject to any further arguments that 
the municipal authorities may submit against t he proposal 

6. Future Laws arid Regudaticms. 

T^e interested Heads of ligation are prepared to accept an under- 
taki^ that no new legislation will be enforced until the lapse of a 
specified period, say two months, after its promulgation in the govern- 
ment Gazette. The foreign authorities would in practice have to 
reserve to themselves in some form the right to object to the enforce- 
ment of any legislation prejudicial to the maintenance of peace and 
order. 

6, 7, and 8. Gorisuiar Representation^ Its Form amd Scope. 

The interested Heads of Legation understand that while the foreign 
delegates insist on consular representation in (a) law and order cases, 
(h) extradition cases, (<?) Municipal Council cases, (^d) mixed cases, 
the Chinese object to (S) and (d). As regards (&), the Heads ot 
Legation consider that every effort should be made to retain these 
but as the matter mainly concerns the protection of Chinese against 
their own authorities they are not prepared to insist on it xii the last 
resort. As regards (d), the British and Netherlands representatives 
are prepared to give up mixed cases; the American representative is 
prepared to give them up in practice, while, for technical treaty rea- 
sons, retaining in theory the right to send an observer; the French 
representative is unable without specific instructions to abandon this 
treaty right and will have to make a reservation on the (juestion of 
principle. As regards thl&form of consular representation, it is agreed 
that Chinese proposal is unacceptable. It is, however, suggested that 
compromise should be sought along the lines of giving Sie observer 
a special place in court apart from the bench and not in the body of 
the court and stipulating that, while he would not have the right to 
examine witnesses or interfere actively in the proceedings, he ^ould 
be empowered to hand in written remarks to the judge before judg- 
ment is delivered and to ask for and secure adjournments, during whirii 
he may confer with the judge. It is also essential that there should 
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be some machinery for recording of j)rotests (which need not ke 
sarily be made public in open court or in the press) against jud 
and for the solution of any possible conflict between judicia 
executive which might result. 

Judicial Police. 

The Heads of Legation regard insistence on the views of-m 
foreign delegates as essential but they understand that an impS 
has not yet been reached on this point. ' ' , 

10. Oomdersigning of Court Processes. 

The Heads of Legation understand that this point is still oi 
On the assumption that there is no interference with the ptp 
system by which municipal police furnish the judicial police, t 
are prepared in the last resort to make concessions on this pd 
provided the principle of immunity of extraterritorial premis^slfr 
entry by Chinese officers, except under countersigned warrants ^ 
safeguarded. . | ^ 

11. Prisons. t 

The Heads of Legation understand that this point is still open, Bif 

they consider that it should, if necessary, be possible to dev^e soS 
face-saving forms under which there would be a nominal Ghm^se 
superintendent or inspector of prisons, say, by accepting the appomt-" 
ment of the president of the court concurrently to such a post. ' 

12. Clerical Staff. ^ '-o/ 

The Heads of Legation endorse the views of the foreign delegates^ 

but consider that some formula might be found under which Ih^e 
would be Chinese and foreign representation on the clerical staf 
working side by side on the lines of the Customs, Postal, and'^Salt 
offices. : 

13. Judgments of Former Courts. 

The Heads of Legation regard insistence on views of foreigi 
. delegates as essential. 

14. Foreign Lawyers. 

The Heads of Legation approve the views of the foreign delegatel 
and consider that foreign litigants should have the right to employ 
foreign lawyers on the terms proposed. 

15. Buies Defining Jurisdictions. * 

The Heads of Legation consider that the respective jurisdictions 

of the courts of the French and International Settlements should re- 
main as defined in the rules of June 28, 1902, in view of the short- 
ness of time and the danger of unilateral action by the Chinese on 
January 1st (see telegram from Shanghai Senior Consul to Senior 
Minister [of] December 18th The interested Heads of Legation 
are instructing their respective delegates to act on the above recom- 
mendations as though they were instructions unless they are informed 
of objection on the part of their respective Governments before mid- 
day December 24th (Tuesday).” 

Perkins 


“ See telegram No, 1168, December 19, from the Cbarg^ in Obina, p. 736. 
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893.05/216 : T^egram 

The Charge in Ghana {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

PSxpiNG, December 21, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received December 21 — 6:46 a. m.] 
1177. My 1168, December 19, 11 a. m. Following joint tdegram 
was sent yesterday by tbe interested FEeads of Xjegation to tbe foreign 
delegates. Shanghai has been informed. 

“You should inform the Chinese representatives that, as, in view 
of til© delay entailed by tbe necessity of references to the luegations 
and Grovernments concerned, it is possible that the neg^otiations may 
not be concluded before the end of the year, we assume that nothing 
will be done to disturb the stcctus m the meanwhile. You may 
also at your discretion give the Chinee representatives clearly to 
understand that any attempt at the unilateral cancellation of the 
existing system will not ^ only prejudice the prospects of an early 
settlement but may entail serious results and precipitate the very 
deadlock which we are all anxious to avoid.” 

Pbrktks 


893.06/214 : Telegram 

The Ohavge in GhiTKt (JPeThins) to the Secretary of State 

PEEraro, Becember 21, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received December 21 — 6:45 a. m.] 
1178. My 1165, December 18, 5 p. m. Following from Jacobs and 
Bucknell: 

“December 20, 10 a. m. Referring to the alternative proposal of 
the Chinese delegation for consular representation on the court, tele- 
graphed by the British Consulate General at Shanghai yesterday 
to the interested Senior Minister, the chief of the Chinese delegation 
stated today that it was an official alternative proposal. We submit 
that this also does not provide the necessary safeguards.” 

Pekkjks 


893.05/224 

Merrborandmrh hy the Assistant Secretary of State {JohTison) 

[WASBmsTGTON,] December 21, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister cam© in at my request. I told the Minister 
that I had just seen a telegram from China stating that the judge 
of the Provisional Court at Shanghai had announced that on and 
after January 1, 1930 no new cases would be heard by that court.®’ 
I referred to the fact that negotiations were now in process between 
delegations of the interested parties and the Chinese Government for 

*® See telegram No. 1168, December 19, from tbe Charge in CSliina, p. 7B5. 
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a revision of the situation as it concerned that Court and uiar 
that he would say to his Government that in view of these nee-oH 
tions and in view of the fact that there was a good chance of tl? 
arriving at conclusions that would be mutually acceptable I hoT^J ' 
that they would make provision to continue the machinery of S 
court imtil the negotiations now going forward could be compjS 
The Minister asked me how long these negotiations would t^^S 
told him that I could not tell; that I had reason to believe that M 
would not take so very long, but that they could hot be comnletl 
before January 1 The Minister remarked that there would be 
holidays during which the delegations would not function. I toldhS 
that he must remember that criminals did not take any hohdavs 
that the police could take no holidays and that it was necessary M ' 
some court to function for the purpose of keeping the situation dto 
lor an unpossible situation would be made if there was no court 4 
said that the oidy thing that I desired to lay before him clearly;^ 
our hope t^at his Government would not leave the International *Se(i^ < 
tlement without some judicial machinery after January 1 and would 
make some provision for continuing the present machinery until new 
machine^ could be installed. He said that he would communidati 
this to his Government, 

N’[eI,SOn] T. J[oHNB0ii] 


893.06/218 : Telegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to tJie Charge in China {Perkins) 

Washington-, December 21, 1929^9 p. m. 

426. Your 1173, December 20, 3 p. m. 

1. The Department approves the joint telegram but desires to make 
the following comments. 

2. Lcmd Regulations and By-Laws. 

It is believed that the formula adopted should provide for the in- 
corporation of the land regulations and by-laws as they now stand 
into the body of laws enforceable in Chinese courts; and, to prevent 
a possible subsequent attempt by the Chinese to modify the arrange- 
ment by unilateral action, such formula as is adopted might well pro- 
vide that changes in the land regulations and by-laws shall be made 
only with the concurrence of the rate-payers, the interested Legations 
and the competent Chinese authorities. 

3. Bcope of Jurisdiction. 

The Department desires that it be kept currently informed of im- 
portant developments in discussions under this head. 
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4- ProcuTator System. 

The Department would see no objection to the procurator system 
in the Settlement, provided that the right of the municip^ authoriti^ 
to initiate criminal prosecutions in the court is fully preserved, 

Shmbon 


893.05/220 : Telegram 

The Ohavge m Ghina (PeTTcwis) to the Secretcury of State 

Peuping, Der;ember 27, 1929— noon. 

[Received I^ember 27 — ^11 : 10 a. m.®*] 

1190. Department’s 426, December 21, 9 p. m. The American Con- 
sul General at Shanghai has submitted the following observations 
with regard to the principal questions at issue in the negotiations re- 
garding the Provisional Court. This telegram is repeated for the 
consideration of the Department in connection with any instructions 
which it may have occasion to give in this matter. 

^^December 24, noon. I respectfully submit for the Legation’s con- 
sideration. the following comments in regard to specific points under 
negotiation, my sole reason being to place again before the liegation 
the results of my observation of and experience with the wowdngs 
of the court and the municipality extending over a period of years. 

It is inconceivable that any proposal by the Chinese which brings 
into question the validity of the land regulations and municipal bylaws 
would be seriously considered by the foreign powers. The Provi- 
sional Court has been aptly termed the keystone of the Shanghai 
municipality. 

The land regulations are the very foundation stone. When these 
are replaced by any legislation, such law will be subject to unilateral 
interpretation, amendment and repeal, and the public opinion of the 
whole world will endorse such a claim as soon as the land regulations 
have been superseded. Replace the land regulation [s] and the foreign 
administration of the Settlement disappears very quickly. Such a 
replacement surrenders all the debatable rights claimed by foreigners 
such as extra-Settlement roads and concomitant questions. No legis- 
lation can possibly be enacted to include all the provisions of the land 
regulations, much less the bylaws and precedents, and any attempt 
to enforce a law replacing the charter of the Settlement would inevi- 
tably be a new cause of friction. I urge that the delegates’ recom- 
mendation be not disregarded. 

It is rather remarkable that the Chinese should insist upon imposing 
upon the foreign settlement the procurator system which they con- 
sider as unsuitable for modern China. It is unsuited for Shanghai 
municipal affairs. I seriously obj'ect to the procurator system in any 
form, though within stated limits with ample safeguards and provi- 
sion against new legislation which will halt his functions he assumes 
his least objectionable form. 


^ Telegram in five sections. 
^g34§i3 — 13— yol. II — -5^ 
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I hope that no recession from the delegates’ position in regSi^Mi 
consular representatives will be regarded as possible at this time*^3 
his position in the court should be such to distinctly mark his preset 
as being different from the ordinary visitor. The Chinese prop® 
seems humiliating and undignified. If the new court proves effcieS 
and such as to commend its action to the public, the animosities ^ 
practice will soon disappear no matter what the treaties may contaiaL 

It is inconceivable that the most important safeguard of the foit 
eigner and the residences of the International Setflement should ^ 
in any way interfered with. The judicial police are necessarfly, 
Shanghai’s municipal police if the individual wealth of the Settlem^t 
is not to be subject to depredation, and any other system would M 
to constant and irreconcilable conflicts. No objections can be offered 
to providing special uniforms, but, when discharged, they must not, be 
ineligible to municipal reemployment. The Chief Clerk is very 
portant to guarantee the handling of funds and publicity when ne(% 
sary, which is one of the great safeguards, since the judicial procem- 
ings cannot be kept from the press. Unexecuted judgments of ife 
Mixed and Provisional Courts must be recognized and exeouM 
throughout China. I feel it important that all appeals should iibe. 
confined to the coprt within the Settlement. Certainly all appeajs 
which concern the foreigner and law and order of the Settfeirx^t 
should without question be heard and finally determined by a 
in the Settlement. 

Prisons should be under the complete control of the Settlement a]ii 
thorities though some joint control as a face-saving device might M 
possible. The rules of 1902 defining respective jurisdiction m the 
courts of the French and ^ternational Settlements would probably 
find a place in the negotiations.” 

Peuktufs 


893.05/221 : ftelegram 

T7ie Charge in China (PerJcins) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peiping, December 30, 1929—10 a. m. 

[Received December 30 — ^2: 45 a. m.] 
1202. Legation’s 1190, December 27, noon. The Consul General at 
Shanghai, under date of December 28, 2 p. m., reports that the Di- 
rector General of the Municipal Council called on him that day and 
confirmed what had been previously heard, namely, that if the Provi- 
sional Court should cease functioning at the close of 1929, the Munici- 
pal Council sees no other course available than to declare a state of 
emergency until a court is established. The plan is to confine major 
offenders but to allow the lesser offenders to be temporarily out on 
bail upon the deposit of a sum assuring their appearance. This offi- 
cial indicated calmness prevailed, but the Council has a well-thought- 
out plan for temporarily meeting an emergency such as may occur. 

PEPinNs 
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893.05/221 : T^egram 

The Secretary oj State to the Charge m Ghma {Perkme) 

Washikgtok, December 31, 1^3 — 3 p. m* 
437 , Your 1202, December 30, 10 a. m. The Department has not 
been informed that the Chinese Government will take the extreme 
step of withdrawing Chinese judicial officers from the Provisional 
Court before provision has been made for another court. If such 
action seems to be contemplated by the Chinee Government, the De* 
partment suggests that the Legations concerned propose to the Chinese 
Government the continuation of the Provisional Court until the nego- 
tiations for a new court have reached a satisfactory conclusion. 

SoaMSOK 


893.05/259 

The Ohi/nese O crnirnAseiorier of Foreign Affaire for Kiangm (Sau Mou) 
to the Senior Gonsvl at Shanghai (JJwrmingham) ^ 
[Translation] 

[SsANGBCAi,] December 31, 1929. 

SiK : I have the honor to inform you of the receipt of the following 
instruction dated the 30th instant from the Kiangsu Provincial 
Government : 

the record shows, it was declared by this Provincial GOTem- 
ment that the Provisional Agreement for the Rendition of the Shang- 
hai Mixed Court was deemed inapplicable, and you we instructed 
to notify accordingly the various consuls concerned. The said a^ee- 
ment will expire on December 31st of the present year. All matters 
nertaining to the Provisional Court of the Shanghai International 
Settlemeift will, thereafter, be submitted by Ihis Provincial Govern- 
ment to the Central Government to be dealt with. 

In view of the foregoing instruction, I have to transmit the same 
for your information. 

With my compliments, Rsii on 


893.05/223 : T^egram 

TJ^e Charge in China (PerUns) to the Seeretary of State 


Pexping, January 3, 1930 — 5 p. m. 
[Keceived January 3 — 4:36 p. m.] 

11. Department’s 437, December 31, 8 [5] p. m. 

1. In a telegram December 30, 6 p. m., American Con^ . ' 

at Shanghai reports that docket is now being made up for 1930 m 


” Copy transmitted to the Departm^hy the Ctonsnl at^anghal. In 

his No. 6669, December 31, 1929 ; received January 80, 1930. 
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the Provisional Court, that several cases have already been 
trial in January and indications are that the court is to be contiiiii^ 
as at present. 

2. Kuo Wen News Agency, Shanghai, December 30, announced 
control of the Provisional Court passes from the Kiangsu Provia'c^ 
Government to the Judicial Yuan of the National Government *^ 
New Year’s Day and, at the same time, the rendition agreement lom 
its effect. It also states ^‘pending reorganization the court wi^l 
tion as usual.” 



893.05/226 ; Telegram ' Ic 

The Charge in China {Perkins) to the Secretary of State 

Peiping, January 4, 1930— & p; 

[Received January 5—7 a. 

18. Legation’s 1173, December 20, 3 p. m. 

1. After continued discussions with the Chinese delegates, the for- 
eign delegates again sought the instructions of the interested Heads 
of Legation in a joint telegram December 29, 5 p. m., to which joint 
reply was sent J anuary 1, 8 p. m. Since the further instructions ^ven 
in the joint reply are deemed to be within the meaning of the briginal 
instructions approved by the Department in its 426, December 21^ 
9 p. m., the Legation will not transmit the texts of this joint telegram 
above mentioned unless the Department so desires but will summarize 
seriatim the fifteen points under discussion. 

2. Points 1, 2, and 3. Foreign delegates indicated belief that satis- 
factory agreement could be reached. 

Point 4. Chinese desire to enlarge scope of procurator’s activities 
to include all cases covered by first ten chapters of part 2 of the revised 
criminal code, and all cases arising in inquests, but agree procurator 
would not prosecute when the police or private parties instituted 
prosecution. Foreign delegates believe Chinese will recede from their 
position if firm stand is taken. Legations approved delegates’ recom- 
mendation but stated issue is not one which should be forced. 

Point 5. Chinese refused to agree to 2 months’ delay after promul- 
gation of new laws before these are enforced in the court and refuse 
to permit reference in agreement to the right of foreign powers to 
object to legislation considered prejudicial to peace and order. Lega- 
tions suggested a unilateral declaration by Chinese that new laws 
will be promulgated a reasonable period before enforcement and uni- 
lateral declaration on foreign side reserved [, reserving f~\ the right to 

••Telegram in eleven sections. 
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object to enforcement of any law prejudicial to tib© maintenance of 
law and order in the Settlement or preferably that all reference to the 
application of Chinese laws be omitted. 

Points 6, 7 and 8. Chinese position is that foreign repreeentatiyee 
may be allowed in {a) criminal cases in which the Municipal Council 
is complainant and (&) criminal cases directly affecting peace and 
order of the Settlement. Regarding mixed cases, Chinese refuse to 
admit direct reference to extraterritoriality or existing treaty ri^ts 
but are willing to attempt to find an indirect formula making clear 
that new agreement does not affect treaty rights. Chinese state 
consular representative will be called observer and will represent ihe 
powers now represented at the conference, and must be a lawyer or 
a jurist and must have knowledge of Chinese law, without which quali- 
fication the court will not accept him, the court to have the right to 
reject observers who do not abide by the provisions of the agreement 
on the subject of consular representation. Observer to be given a 
special seat, perhaps higher than the lawyers but lower than the bench, 
on the right-hand side of the judge between the bench and [the] law- 
yers. His functions are to observe the trial in the court. He will not 
be allowed to make any utterances or remarks in open court, inter- 
rogate witnesses, or, outside the court, to make known in public his 
opinions with regard to the case but he may present his views to the 
judge in judgments on matters of procedure and jurisdiction. In case 
of differences of opinion between judge and observer, differ^ces to be 
put on record, and opinion of observer brought to the attention of 
higher court in case of appeals. Legations stated they were prepared 
in the last resort to accept the Chinese definition of scope of repre- 
sentation that is to be confined to criminal cases. 

They suggested solution regarding treaty reservations in connec- 
tion with mixed cases should be sought along the lines of unilateral 
declaration of existing rights in connection with this and other x>oints 
in the agreement, declaration to be made either jointly or individually 
by the powers concerned and separately from, but with reference to, 
the agreement. Legations are prepared to accept in principle the 
proposals in regard to form of consular representation but observe 
that all reference to particular powers to be represented by consular 
observers should be omitted or that formula be found covering powers 
signatory to the new agreement, and leaving door open for adherence 
of such others as Chinese may conclude similar arrangements with. 
Legations consider enumeration of detailed restrictions on observers’ 
functions to be derogatory and prefer affirmative definition of what 
these functions shall be- Heads of Legation insist that qualifications 
of observers must lie with the foreign authorities concerned, leaving to 
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discretion of delegates the wording defining seating accoramo 

and functions of observer. * u j 4 . -i j u nr 

Point 9. Chinese agree judicial police to be detailed by Mt 
police but insist on distinctive uniforms, that they take orders e 
from the court, be paid by the court, and that they be Chines(^^ 
cept that anyone may be detailed upon request of the presidet#| 
the court. Apart from judicial police, Chinese insist upon sep^ 
body of process servers not belonging to municipal police, 
appointed by the court to serve its processes but not to make ar 
fQyciljly enter premises without assistance of judicial po__ 
Legations replied that they had no objection to distinctive unifejs 
but subject to further observation of delegates after consults^ 
with the council, they do not favor introduction of the court’s 
process servers. No comment on other items under this head peiu 
receipt of further opinions of delegates. Agreement provides 
sultation with the council. ipl 

Point 10. Chinese propose omitting this from agreement, tocfsi;?; 
taken care of in the preamble by some indirect formula wit^ ^ 
specific reference to treaty rights. Legations replied they hr 
objection to having this point dealt with separately from the 1 ^ 
ment and suggested that if necessary formula might be found 
form of unilateral declaration. 

Point 11. Chinese concede that there may be, in additioi3l^5;. 
Chinese superintendent appointed solely by Chinese GovermneA% 
every prison, a foreign assistant superintendent appoint^ by 
Chinese Government, these two officers to select entire prison S' 
not necessarily from municipal police. The foreign deleg 
reserved opinion pending consultation with Municipal Council. ^ 
Point 12. Chinese refuse to include in agreement any undertaMi^ , 
to employ any foreigner on clerical staff but remarked that for Ife 
sake of convenience the Chinese authorities might employ three' d? , 
four foreigners of their own selection. Foreign delegates consider^ 
it would be dangerous to agree to the Chinese demands. l>gatio^ 
concurred and considered this point must be insisted upon, furti^ 
consideration as to possibility of compromise to be^ given if ofiief 
points are satisfactorily disposed of and this one remains outstaad^, 
Point 18. Chinese are prepared, in exchange of notes, to put® 
judgments of Mixed, Provisional and new Courts on the same f<^ 
ing as regards validity. Legations concurred on the understand^ 
that the point proposed means tiiat judgments in question are 

putably valid. j -ij. a / \ '* 

Point 14. Chinese state foreign lawyers will be adimtted 
cases in which Municipal Council is plaintiff or complainant; ( ) a 
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all cases in which a foreigner is party, provided foreign lawyers can 
only represent Municipal Council or foreign partis. Police may 
send foreign lawyers to act as prosecutor [s] in criminal cases which 
they bring before the court. Chinese further propose municipal or 
foreign lawyers be limited to those already practicing in Shanghai, 
these lawyers to apply for certificates from Ministry of Justice in 
accordance with Chinese regulations and to be subject to Chinese 
regulations defining discipline of lawyers. Foreign delegates recom- 
mend Chinese proposal be considered acceptable only in the event 
that (a) provision is made for new lawyers, and (J) application of 
qualified lawyer to Ministry of Justice will be purely pro forma. 
Legations concurred, leaving to discretion of delegates whether to 
insist on (a). They su gg ested attention be drawn to provisions of 
Sino-German and Sino- Austrian *® treaties on this point. 

Point 15. Chinese stated that though contrary to Chinese law they 
could agree to status quo pending definite arrangement with authori- 
ties of French special agreement. 

Additional points: 

Point 16. Chinese stated every modem Chinese court has a place 
for storing confiscated articles which belong to the state such 
opium, arms, et cetera. Legations did not cconment but stated they 
presumed storage of confiscated arms in the court would not be likely 
[garbled groups] endangering the peace and order of the Settlement. 

Point 17. Chinese refuse include in agreement a clause definitely 
safeguarding treaty rights. Legations pointed out this has already 
been dealt with and added that new agreement caimot abrogate exist- 
ing treaty provisions and that it seems unnecessary and challenging 
to say so. 

Point 18. Foreign delegates inquired if new court would include 
registration bureau for land and documents such as may under 
Chinese liberal construction exist in District Courts. The Chinese 
stated this question had not been considered. 

3. British Legation requests copy of the above be handed Britii^ 
Embassy for transmission to Foreign Office in London. 

Pbrkins 


"Agreements between Gtermany and China regarding the restoration of the 
state of peace, signed at Peking, May 1921 ; League of Nations Treaty Series, 
Tol. EC, pp. 271, 288, 289. 

" Treaty of commerce between China and Austria, signed at Vienna, October 
19, 1925; ibid., vol. lv, pp. 9, 21. 
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893.05/226 : Telegram 

The Ohoprge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of 

January 6/1930 — 11 
[Received January 6— 6 a; 

21. Legation’s 18, January 4, 5 p. m. 

1. Following from Jacobs and Bucknell: 

“January 5, 3 p. m. Following joint telegram to the French X^ 
ister, as Senior Minister concerned, from the foreign delegates 
Provisional Court Commission : 

^At meetings with the chairman of the council on December 31st I 
January 1st, at Shanghai, the forei^ delegates discussed the foB 
ing four points: {a) Procurator; (J) Judicial Police: (c^ nris 
{d) clerical staff. \ ^ ^ 

The chairman’s views were as follows : 

(a) No procurator if possible but if unavoidable his powers sh^ 
be limited to inquests and prosecution of crimes under the first 
chapters only of part 2 of the criminal code, provided that in 
called extradition cases something equivalent to the proving 
pHma fade case should be required. r. 

(5) The judicial police and process servers should be organj^S 
under a foreign municipal officer having an office in the court woiS' 
whose hands every process of the court should pass before advi^B^ 
service. ^ ^ ^ • , ■■ ■ 

The chairman considers this point to be the most important of rflv; 
for safeguarding the peace and order of the Settlement. For furtli^S i 
details on this point, see telegram number 2 of January 2 from % 
British Consul General at Shanghai to British Minister. ^ 

({?) Council cannot agree to the appointment of a Chinese super® ^ I 
tendent of prisons and would indeed prefer that all Chinese sentenoM 
for violations of the criminal code be incarcerated in Chinese prisoiil 
outside of the Settlement, leaving only minor offenders convictefl S 
of infractions of the land reflations and bylaws and of police offens<^ 
to serve their terms in the l^ttlement prisons. / 

(d) ^ If the concessions under (a), (j&) and (<?) can be secured, 
council would be willing to give up any reference in the agreemeii 
to foreign representation on the clerical staff, but otherwise they 
must insist upon this point. 

The chairman considers the employment of a foreigner of the 
council’s selection to head the judicial police and process servers to 
be the most important feature, and, to secure the consent of the 
Chinese thereto, is even prepared to go so far as to sacrifice the observer 
provided the agreement recognizes the right of the council to have € 
legal representative appear and be heard by the court in every case 
in what the council considers the interest of the Settlement directly 
involved. 

The foreign delegates respectfully request to be informed at the 
earliest moment possible as to the views and the suggestions of the 
foreign Ministers concerned on these points.’ 


Telegram in four sections. 
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Repeated to the British Minister by the British Consul General 
at Nanking. 

Personal for Perkins. The elimination of all oteervers, who at 
best would have little power, would appear only a part with the 
question of his functions and position in the court as well as the 
necessity of classifying offenses which are two very difficult questions. 
On the whole we are in favor of the council’s views since these and 
other concessions already authori 2 Bd afford much greater possibility 
reaching an agreement.” 

2. Interested Heads of Legation have not yet discussed the pro- 
posal. The views of the council appear on the whole to be concilia- 
tory while at the same time calculated to retain the minimum of 
privileges essential to the maintenance of peace and oAder. Unless 
the Department instructs otherwise, I shall advocate giving the 
foreign delegates full discretion to modify our joint instructions to 
them of agreement so as to accord with the council’s viewsL 

3. I consider that in any case [it would] be necessary [to] make 
some declaration or reservation (either within or apart from the 
proposed agreement) with regard to our treaty rights in the matter 
of the attendance at trials of ^‘the properly authorized official of the 
plaintiff’s nationality.” 

PIebkins 


REFUSAL OF AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL AT SHANGHAI TO 
COMPLY WITH REQUEST OF SHANGHAI PROTISIONAL COURT THAT 
CONSUL TESTIFY IN CASE ARISING IN CONNECTION WITH OiPI- 
CIAL DUTIES 

893.05/171 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of State 

No. 2341 Peeping, September 23, 1929, 

[Received October 26.] 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a despatch, No. 6132, 
of September 12, 1929, from the American Consulate General at 
Shanghai, together with a copy of the Legation’s instruction in reply, 
of to-day’s date,^® in regard to the appearance of American consular 
officers in Chinese courts. The Legation is in general agreement with 
the attitude adopted by the Consul General at Shanghai, and would 
particularly invite the Department’s attention to the constructive 
suggestion in the last paragraph of the despatch mentioned. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMukrat 


^Legation’s instruction not printed. 
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The Consul General at Shanghai (JJvmmAnghwrn) to the 

China {MacMurray) 


■ 

Ji,. 


Shanghai, September 


No. 6132 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a subpo 
issuing from the United States Court for China, requiring;) 
presence of Consul J. E. Jacobs in the Provisional Court to tesi 
as a witness in the cause of the Shanghai Municipal Police (Bubf^ 

Well) (Miss Mabel P. Lee) versus Zung Ah Mo. A copy of 

subpoena is being forwarded to the Legation for the purpose of havi^ S 
it transmitted, together with a statement of the circumstances 4 
rounding its issuance, to the Department of State, with such conmi^ 
as the Legation may desire to make. - 

So far as this oflSkje is aware, this is the first occasion that ar ^ubpo^ fe 
of this kind has been issued. The procedure in the past for secur3 f 
the presence of an American consular official at the Provisional ComSS 
or its predecessor the former Mixed Court, has been for the Eegisfil 
of that Court to address a letter to the Consul General asking that 10 
direct the officer whose testimony is desired to appear at such 
as might be arranged with the Registrar. In this particular insfcaat^ J: 
the Registrar of the Provisional Court, Mr. J. E. Wheeler, was ahseA " 
and the Acting Registrar forwarded the request for the United StaM> 
Court for China for the issuance of a subpoena, which the Actiii| ■ ; 
Clerk of the United States Court for China prepared and served up% if 
Consul Jacobs without consulting Judge Milton D. Purdy. K 

Realizing that his appearance in the Provisional Court under^ i 
subpoena of this kind might establish an unfortimate precedent !® 
connection with the privileges and immunities of American consul 
officers in China, Consul Jacobs discussed the matter with Judge 
Purdy and Dr. Sellett, the United States District Attorney. As a 
result of this interview, Judge Purdy directed the Clerk to return ttt 
request for the issuance of a subpoena of the Acting Registrar of tke 
Provisional Court with the suggestion that he follow the usual jmfo- 
cedure and address a letter to the Aonerican Consulate General. SuA 
a letter dated September 9, 1929, a copy of which is enclosed,'*^ 
subsequently received. ! : 

While Consul Jacobs is not aware of the particular questions which 
may be asked of him in connection with this case, his connection therCf 
with arises from the performance of his official duties as a consular 
officer of the United States. The complainant in this case, a certa» 
Mrs. Lee, who is a Chinese citizen, called upon the Consulate by tele- 
phone for assistance in connection with certain jewelry which she 





(jMTNlA 


761 


alleged to have been stolen from her while she was reading at the 
Burlington Hotel. After stating her complaint, Consul Jacobs ascer- 
tained that Mrs. Lee was not an American citizen, and, accordingly, 
he declined to assist her in taking up the matter with the Settlement 
Police whom she alleged were not rendering adequate assistance. 

While no specific provision is found in any of the treaties between 
China and the United States which gives American consular officers 
immunity from the obligation of serving as a witness or giving testi- 
mony in Court, it is believed that tmder the general rules of inter- 
national law a consul may not be required to divulge information 
which came to him in his official capacity since such information is the 
exclusive property of his government. The Registrar of the Pro^ 
visional Court is being informed accordingly and a copy of this Con- 
sulate General’s letter to him in this connection is enclosed herewith. 
On this point, reference is made to Secretary Hay’s instruction to 
Mr. Merry, Minister to Nicaragua, April 17, 1899 {Foreign ReloMons 
1899, p. 567) as follows : 

“Under the general rules of international law a consul may not be 
summoned to give evidence concerning consular business or to produce 
to the court any part of the consular archives; and information which 
came to him in his official capacity, he is privileged from disclosing, 
for such information belongs to his government. 

“He can not be required to divulge information which came to him 
in his official capacity, for that is the exclusive property of his govern- 
ment; but as to matters which come within his Jbiowledge or observa- 
tion in his mere capacity as an individual he is not privileged from 
testifying as a witness. If a consul should himself participate in the 
commission of a crime or in setting on foot an insurrection, or ^ould 
observe others doing so, against Sie Government to which he is ac- 
credited he could not he 3nelded from testifying, according to the 
forms of the local law, as to the facts thus acquired and within Ms 
knowledge.” 

Reference is also made to the Department of State’s instruction to 
the American Consul at Bombay, dated October 21, 1919 (Stewart’s 
“Consular Privileges and Immunities” page 138) as follows: 

“As regards your statement that you are instructed to claim inviola- 
bility for the archives, it is observed that the Bombay authorities in 
their letter to you of April 4th expressly recognize the inviolability 
of the archives and property of the consulate. Should you again be 
requested to appear in court as a witness and to produce official 
archives you will not only claim exeruption from prc>ducing said 
consular documents, but also from giving testimony in respect to 
official consular business.” 

Since the question has arisen in this instance, it is believed that 
the matter should be borne in mind when a new treaty between the 
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United States and China is negotiated in order that a more defin'^L/Ir 
provision may be inserted in the treaty defining the rights, privile^^ 
and immunities of American consular oflSlcers in China, than is^^' 
provided in the very general provisions of Article 2 of the Siii^ 
American Treaty of 1903.^ After tlie abolition of extraterritorig^S-$i 
the extent of the protection which consular officers in China can 
American citizens may be seriously impeded if the treaty provisiS i 
on their rights, privileges and immunities are not clearly defined^if 
I have [etc.] . ^ Edwin S. CuNNiN<^^ft 

[Subenclosure] 

The Consvl General at Shanghai {Cunningham) to the Chief 

of the Shanghai Pro^isiond Court {J, E. Wheeler) ji/ 

Sbcangecai, September 12, I 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your ;M 4 
25346, dated September 9, 1929/"^ in connection with Criminal 0®^ J 
3/23560, S. M. P., Bubbling Well (Miss Mabel P. Lee) versus : 
Ah Mo, in which you transmit a request of the Judge of the Appell^tl v 
Court that Consul J. E. Jacobs of this office be directed to appear Ji C 
Court (No. 9) at 2:00 p. m. on Friday, September 13, 1929, in ord^ 
to give evidence in this case. While this office desires to assist V 
Provisional Court in every way possible, it is regretted that ife 3 
quest in this instance cannot be complied with since the connection ^13 
Consul Jacobs with this case arises from the performance of hip 'M ' ''i' 
ficial duties at this office as a consular officer of the United Stat^ 
Government. Under the general rules of international law, a cons^ 
may not be required by an alien court to divulge information whiiii 
came to him in his official capacity, since such information is 
exclusive property of the government which he represents. It i| 
requested, therefore, that you convey this information to the Court. 

I am [etc.] Edwin S. Cunningham 


893 . 03/171 ' 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

No. 1406 Washington, November 22, 1929t 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 2341, dated 
September 23, 1929, enclosing copies of correspondence between th0 
Legation and the Consul General at Shanghai with regard to the ap? 
pearance of Consul J, E. Jacobs as a witness before the Shanghai 
Provisional Court. 

^ Foreign Relations, ^1., il 

** Nni- ri-ri-nfck/l 
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The Department approves the attitude taken by the Consul Gen- 
eral at Shanghai in this matter, as set forth in his letter of September 
12, 1929 to the Chief Clerk of the Court. 

The Department has noted the suggestion made by the Consul 
General that, when a new treaty is negotiated between the United 
States and China, the rights, privileges, and immunities of American 
consular officers should be clearly defined. The I>epartment will bear 
this suggestion in mind and will give further consideration to it at 
an appropriate time. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

Nelson Trusler Johnson 


PRESS RESTRICTIONS BY CHINESE AUTHORITIES AFFECTING 
AMERICAN CITIZENS IN CHINA 

611.9E31/158 

MemorandAim "by the Cov/nselor of Legation in China {Perkins) of a 
Conversation With the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {C. T. 
Wang) at Narking on Jarmary i7, 19%9 

[Extract] 

[Peking,] February 18, 1929. 


I then inquired of Dr, Wang whether he had any matters whidi he 
wished me to mention to Minister MacMurray. In reply he mentioned 
the name of Hodney Gilbert, and said, with considerable vehemence, 
that Mr. Gilbert was 'persona non grata to the National Government; 
that his activities greatly handicapped the furtherance of good rela- 
tions between China and the United States and that he would like 
to get Gilbert out of China. If it were not for the existence of extra- 
territoriality they would have Gilbert deported at once. He said it 
was true that Gilbert was connected, not with American, but with 
British publications,^^ and that steps were actually being taken to see 
if his obnoxious activities could not be curtailed.^ I said that I would 
report to Mr. MacMurray what Dr. Wang had said, but that in any 
case the Minister did not possess the authority to deport American 
citizens. If, however, Mr. Gilbert was guilty of violating the law 
regarding libel, slander, etc,, action could of course be taken against 
him, Dr. Wang said that he knew that, according to American law, 

" Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 1962, March 11; received April 15, 1929. 

^An American citizen, Journalist and author in China. 

"The North China Daily News and the North China HeraXd^ daily and we^y 
newspapers published by the North China Daily News & Herald Dtd. at Shanghai. 

" Rodney Gilbert left China for the United States in February 1929. 
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there was a great deal of latitude in the matter of free 
that that made it very diflBicult to handle matters of this kind in • 
way. 

^ ' .wv,' h 


M[ahlon] F. 




89S.711/1S : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of 

Peking, February 13, 1929—7 p.W* '' 

[Received February 13 — 2 : 45 p.i^ y 

109. Department’s 58 [59], February 11, 6 p. m., paragraph [«^;i 

[1.] Gauss reports that on February 5th editor of the d'#®*# ’’ 
received a communication from the local Postal Commissioner to > 
effect that the paper would be refused postal transmission as a 
of instructions received from the Minister of Communications, 
inquiry being instituted as to reasons for such action, the Postal _ 
udssioner stated that his instructions directed him to withdraw ;^o[ 
privileges from the Star as it was stated to be of a seditious natt^l ' 
This information was forwarded to Perkins with the request that%; ' 
bring the matter to the attention of Wang and request an investigjiti# ’ 
of the reason for such arbitrary action. This was done but lip tp 
the present time no explanation has been received. ^ 

2. Gauss subsequently informed the Legation that the local CdflS 

missioner for Foreign Affairs confirms the authenticity of a repei^ 
appearing in the Chinese press in Tientsin to the effect that, onfe® 
have been issued by the Central Executive Committee of the Kuonhi? 
tang for the suppression of the paper, as well as the withdrawal 
postal privileges. >! 

3. Gauss also informed the Legation that Fox reported that he M 
confidentially received private advice from a friend in the Naukini 
Foreign Office -to the effect that the reason for the refusal of postil 
privileges was the publication of an article by the Peking representa>' 
tive of the United Press which appeared in the Star under date di 
December 17th and which was entitled “Kuomintang upset predicted 
to come within sixty days.” 

MacMukrat 

------------------ ■ ' ■ - 

" Not printed. 

" Clarence E. Gauss, Consul General at Tientsin. 

^ Charles James Fox, American citizen and editor-publisher of the 
China Star (American), Tientsin. 

“ Eemaree C. Bess. 
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893.711/13 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Minmter in China {MacMwrray) 

Washinqton, February 19, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

69. Your 109, February 13, 7 p. m. Department would be interested 
to have any further information concerning the matter and desires that 
you consult with Fox with a view to making such repr^entations as 
may seem wise and necessary. 

EuELLOGO 


893.711/14 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {^MacMvrray) to the Secretary of Stoic 

Peking, February 21, 1929—1 [5] p. m. 

[Received February 21 — 1 : 40 p. m.*®] 

125. Your telegram No. 69, February 19, 4 p. m. There have thus 
far been no further developments in the case. The Legation has kept 
in close touch with Fox through the Consul General at Tientsin. In 
consequence of a telephone message from Gauss last night I have today 
telegraphed as follows to the Consul at Nanking: 

“February 21, 3 p. m. 1. Will you please communicate to Dr. C. T. 
Wang as under telegraphic instmcdons from me a personal message to 
the following effect: 

I am greatly perturbed by what appears to be the wholly apparent 
and lamentably ill-advised action of the higher authorities of the 
Government in denying to the North Ohma 8tar^ a newspaper of 
American ownership and editorship, the further use of mail facilities. 
You will recall that on February 9tn hL*. Perkins addressed to you in 
my behalf an inquiry as to the reasons for this action. 

To that inquiry no reply has yet been received. Apart from the legal 
aspects of the matter — ^as to which I would rather not make an issue 
if it can be avoided — cannot but feel that this action is not only unfa ir 
and unfriendly towards an American enterprise but especially unfor- 
tunate in forcing an issue as to the freedom of speech and of comment 
in regard to which (as you are in a position to realize) the Amftrir.fl.-n 
pubhc and press are peculiarly sensitive. I trust that I may rely upon 
your sympathetic and wholehearted support to bring about a discon- 
tinuance of a discriminatory and confiscatory administrative measure 
which makes so conspicuous a public issue at a time when the Nation- 
ahst Government is particularly concerned to manifest alike its good 
will towards legitimate American interests and its capacity to ueal 
justly with any such interests as it may be in a position to. control or 
affect.” 

MacMubrat 


Telegram in two sections. 
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893.711/151 : Telegram 

TJie Mirmter in Ghma {McbcMurray) to the Secretary of \ 

PEraNG, February 25, 1929--4 
[Received February 25— 10:45. 

189. Legation’s 125, February 21, 3 p. m. Following from 
king: ^ 

‘‘As Minister of Foreign Affairs is in Shanghai, not returning! 
Monday, I handed your message to Vice Minister Tong this mgr 
who promised to telegraph the gist thereof to Wang. 

Tong stated that me action against the Star had been taken 
the instigation^ of the Tientsin Special Municipality Party 
and was the result of a misunderstanding; further that yes 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had taken up the matter with Cent 
Executive Committee which had agreed to instruct the Tie 
Party Board to lift the ban ; and that he believed it would be ! 
within two or three days. 

Privately Tong expressed to me both Wang’s and his great coh^ 
over this action against a newspaper toward which they enteriail 
the most cordial feeling.” ■ -'%'4 


For the ‘ 




893.711/15 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMvardy^ 

WAsmisrGTO]sr, March Y, 1929--^;pf|||§^ 
84. Tour 189, February 25, 4 p. m. Department is informed^ 

Fox that ban against North China Star remains unlifted in spited! 
promises made by Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. Please 
Consul at Nanking make further representations in the matter., 


: -’■I 


i;. 

893.711/16 : Telegram - 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of 

Peking, March 11, 1929— rS p. 
[Received March 11 — 1:50 p. lai’ 
165. Department’s 84, March T, 6 p. m. While in Nanking I 
cussed the matter of the North China Star with Dr. C. T. Wang 
he assured me that he is exerting every effort to have ban removed 
Full memorandum covering conversation is being forwarded by 
despatch.®^ 

MaoMubbai 


“Not printed; but see his telegram No. 171, infra. 
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893.711/17 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMwrray) to the Secretary of StaSe 

Peking, March 12, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Eeceived March 13 — 1 : 30 p. m.®*] 

171. 1. Subsequently to despatching my telegram No. 165, March 

11, 3 p. m,, I received from the Consulate General at Tientsin, a des- 
patch dated March 10, of which the following is a resume : 

Dr. Fox has received radio message from C- T. Wang at Nanking 
reading:®^ “I am informed that postal facilities will be r^tored to 
the Star if you will write to the Central Executive Committee ex- 
pressing regret for thepublication in the Star on I^ember I7th of 
the article by Mr. D. C. Biding IBesa'], which was full of rumors.” 

Fox states that he is unwilling to comply with the suggestion made 
in the message by Dr. Wang except under instructions from the 
.American authorities. He points out that some time has elapsed since 
the postal ban was placed on the Star and the matter is in the hands 
of American authorities. In his opinion, to acquiesce in the sugges- 
tion made by Wang would be tantamount to acknowledging the cor- 
rectness of the position of the Central Executive Committee in with- 
drawing postal privileges from the paper. He does not acknowledge 
that the Executive Committee or National Government were entitled 
to take such action and considers that not only American extraterri- 
torial rights have been violated, but the mo^ elemental principles 
of justice have been flouted. He is disposed, if postal privileges are 
restored, to publish an expression of regret, but he cannot follow the 
suggestion made in Doctor Wang’s radio message. 

2. I have replied to the effect that ‘T cannot but concur in Doctor 
Fox’s [apparent omission] feels that acquiescence in this suggestion 
would be tantamount to acknowledging the correctness of the posi- 
tion of the Central Executive Committee in withdrawing postal privi- 
leges from the Star^ in violation not only of existing extraterritorial 
rights but also of elemental principles of justice.’^ 

[Paraphrase.] I then continued for the information of the Consul 
General as follows : 

‘^Recently, when I was in Nanking, I took up, on March 7, at an 
interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs the case of the North 
China Star. Dr. Wang plainly expressed to me his regret and chagrin 
at the action taken in this case and proceeded confidentially to inform 
me what had happened; namely, that a United Press story in the 
Star had been translated and brought to the attention of a principal 
leader in the Chinese Government, whereupon he was much in- 
censed, and forthwith directed the Central Executive Committee to 


•* Telegram in two scfctions. 

"^Quotation is of a statement '‘to the foUowing effect” in the despatch, which 
used no quotation marks, from the Consul General at ODientsin to the Minister in 
China, March 10 (893.711/30). 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. il- 


■67 
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refuse postal facilities to the Star, This was done without any ri 
ence to the Councilor for Foreign Ajffairs or to any other appp 
authority; and so, having been done, to arrange a reversal pri 
very considerable diJBBlcuIties. Dr. Wang, with surprising cank 
acknowledged his own concern regarding the action against Dr. 

Fox, not only because of the consistently pro-Nationalist sympal 
of Dr. Fox, but also because of the latter^s connection w&i 
Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs, his usefulness to the 
alist cause, likewise that of his brother Albert W. Fox in Wel 
ton, who both give publicity to such facts as it is desirable to 
known. Dr. Wang was somewhat perturbed also because the tJu 
Press was involved indirectly in the affair. To me he conveyed^ 
impression of being altogether sincere in his assurance that he wo 
do his utmost, under the diflSlcult circumstances, to have reraov^ 
causes of antagonism toward the American journalistic inter^ 
affected.” [End paraphrase.] 




893.711/17 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister %n China 


Waseungtok, March 14, 1929—6 p. 

95. Your 171, March 12, 5 p. m. Department approves attitii^ 
outlined in paragraph 2 of your telegram. Please keep Department 
informed of further developments.®’’ 

Kellogg 


893.711/37 

The Consul General at Shanghai (Czmningham) to the MimAster m 

China {MacMwrray')^^ 

No. 5945 Sbtanghai, April 23, 1921^. 

Sir: Referring to my telegram No. 61 of today’s date,®®®^ in regard 
to the alleged demand of the Nationalist Government that Mr. George 
E. Sokolsky be requested to leave China, I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith a copy of a letter dated April 22, 1929, addressed to this 
oflBlce by Mr. Sokolsky in which he sets forth his views concerniiig 
the reasons for such request. The press has given various reasons 


Minister in China, in telegram No. 261, April 4, reported: ‘‘Pollowiiig 
from Tientsin, April 3, noon : Postal ban on the North China Star lifted today^ 
(893.711/26). 

®® Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul General in his despatel* 
No. 6113, April 23; received May 27, 1929. 

Not found in Department files. 

An American citizen and journalist in China, special contributor to 
North China DcHly News (British), Shanghai. 

•®Not printed. 
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for tihe action of the Central Executive Committee, the most gen- 
erally accepted being the articles which were transmitted to the 
Legation with this office’s despatch No. 5922 of April 10, 1929.^®*' 
These, however, are not referred to in the protest from the Propa- 
ganda Department of the Central Executive Committee, transmitted 
to the Senior Consul by the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs under 
date of April 19, 1929, from which it would appear that the com- 
plaint against the North China Daily News is contained in the 
following quotation: 

^During the past few months, the Shanghai North China Dcdl/y 
News has been publishing articles and reports which tend recklessly 
to calumniate our party and the Nationalist Government and to 
disturb the public by creating rumors. For example: its issue of 
March 7, 1929, contains the report that foreign nationals were advised 
to leave Nanging, and many other absurd statements. Again, in its 
issue of March 29th, it is stated in an article headed ‘The Pity of It l\ 
that ‘the Third* Partt7 Congress issues a manifesto of 5,000 
words . . which are not worth 5,000 cash.’ These statements are 
really insulting our party and nation. 

“It is therefore requeued that you will instruct the Commissioner 
of Foreim Affairs for Kiangsu to make representations to the Con- 
suls at l^anghai to the end Siat the press may be ordered to rectify 
the above mentioned statements, and not to make any such remarlm 
in the future as to meet with repression. 

“A reply is expected.” 

Neither of the letters referred to in the above quotation was written 
by Mr. Sokolsky, and no mention is made of him in the letter of the 
Commissioner of Foreign Affairs from which the foregoing is quoted. 

The news item carrying the action of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee, which was dated at Nanking AprO. 18th and published in the 
North China Da£ly News on April 19th, reads as follows: 

“At the meeting of the Standing Committee of the Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee today, the question of the North China Daily 
News was brought up for discussion. 

It is stated that the decision of the meeting was that the North 
China Daily News has been anti-Kuommtang and has deliberately 
attacked the Central Government in spite of the repeated protests 
of the Ministiy of Foreign Affairs. 

It was decided, therefore, that the Ministry of Foreign Affaii^ be 
instructed to make strong representations to the Amencan Minister 
in Peking, asking him to call on Mr. George Sokolsky, a correspondent 
of the North-GMna Daily News to leave the country. 

In the meantime, the circulation of the newspaper through the Post 
Office will be prohibited. 

The Customs will also be asked to cooperate in stopping the circula- 
tion of the North-China Daily News. In previous cases, the North- 


^Not printed. 

Omission indicated in original despatdti. 
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China Daily News has used the local steamers to distribute 
the paper by shipping them in bulk as freight. Now the CaSl 
will be called upon to search all outgoing steamers at ShansM^ 
make sure that no copies of the North-China Daily News canlbe^ 
tributed through the same channel.” * ^ 

Eeuter’s News Agency, under date of Nanking April 20th, hag 
lished in the Shanghai Times (Britisk with Japanese sympathy), 
der the heading “Nationalist Action Against Paper” a copy of 
is enclosed,®^ the reasons advanced by the Nationahst authors® , 
for the action taken. ’* 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. Cttnuin®^ ; 


811.91293/146 : Telegram *4: 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of StaU ' 

Peking, April 30, 1929-.6 p. 

[Beceived May 1— 9 : 30 a. Hv] 

331. My No. 261, April 4, 5 p. m.®® 

1. United Press message from Shanghai reports that National 
omment has directed its Minister at Washington to request the 
TorJc Times and the Chicago Tribune to withdraw from China th% 
respective Peking correspondents Abend and Dailey,®^ on the gronni 
of their unsympathetic attitude and alleged false reports. 

2. Minister for Foreign Affairs in conversation last March stated 
that Bess, Peking correspondent of the United Press, was unfavorably 
regarded and asked my assistance in bringing about his withdraw^ 
from the country. Upon my stating that I had no legal powers in the 
matter but would be glad to consider any definite charges of wrongful 
conduct which might be formulated against him. Dr. Wang showed 
a reluctance to formulate any specific statement on the subject but 
intimated that means would be found to force him to leave. Bess 
however has not informed me of any pressure brought to bear upon 
him. 

3. SemioflBicial announcement has been made of the decision of the 
Nationalist Government to have the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
approach the Legation with a view to removal of Sokolsky from 
China, but no communication to this effect has been received. 

MacMtjbeav 

•“Not printed. 

See footnote 57, p. 758. 

•* ^allett Abend and Charles Dailey, American citizens. 
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811.91293/151 

The Mi/rdater in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

No. 2083 Pekiko, May 9, 1929. 

[Received June 11.] 

Sir: In reference to my telegrams No. 331, of April 30, 6 p. m., 
and No. 362, of May 8, 5 p. m.,^® concerning measures taken by the 
Nationalist Government to bring about the removal fi:om China of 
certain American correspondents whose reporting has apparently 
proved distasteful to the Government, I have the honor to enclose 
a copy of a confidential memorandum supplied to me on May 2nd 
by Mr. Hallett Abend, Peking correspondent of the Nev> Torh Timea^ 
in reference to the Nationalist Government’s alleged efforts to control 
the foreign press. 

There is also enclosed copy of a note addressed to me on May 1st 
by Mr. D. C. Bess,®® United Press arepresentative in Peking, . . . 

. ...... 

, . . From my dealings with the two correspondents named, I be- 
lieve them to be altogether trustworthy men, and consider that their 
confidential reports on the foreign press situation in Shanghai de- 
serve serious consideration. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMobrat 


893.711/36 : Telegram 

The Minister m China {Mcu^Murray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, May 10, 1929 — 4 p. iru 
[Received May 10—11 : 20 a. m.®^] 
372. My 362, May 8, 6 p. m.®® Following from American Consul 
General at Shanghai: 

“May 9, 4 p. m. The North China Daily News & Herald has re- 
quested Dollar Steamship Company’s permission to deliver aboard 
meir mail steamers packages containing their journals fully ad- 
dressed for delivery in Hong Kong, Manila, Japan and American 
ports. The postage will be fully prepaid by aflixing Chinese stamps 
to the packages. I have informed the company that I do not know 
of any legal reason for refusing to accept packages, but since their 
property is located within Chinese territory it is particularly vul- 
nerable, and, therefore, the company should determine whether the 


Latter not printed. 

Not printed. 

Telegram in two sections. 
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acceptance would be practicable or not. It is an established 
to receive mail aboard their mail steamer with postage f uUy 
paid, and even to accept it at their office after the postoffice is closed 
for posting aboard ship. Are my actions approved?’’ 

I am replying as follows: 

“May 10, 4 p.m. Tour 74, May 9, 4 p.m. 

With respect to the legal questions involved in the request made of 
the Dollar Company that it receive these journals, in the circumstan^ 
described, the Legation is of the opinion that you should have refemi 
the company to their legal advisers. With respect to advisabxl% 
of complying with such a request apart from the question of the4 
being any legal obstacle or obligation in the matter, the Legation is 
of the opinion, especially in view of the absence of any American 
interest requiring protection, that you should inform the company 
that the matter is one entirely for their own decision and that yon 
cannot undertake any responsibility or give any advice in connection 
therewith. 

Your telegram and the Legation’s reply are being transmitted to 
the Department for such comment as it may desire to make.” 

MacMubrat 


893.711/35 : Telegram. 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMyrray) 

Washingtoi^, May 13, 1929—6 p.m. 

157. Tour 372, May 10, 4 p. m. Department feels that you should 
instruct Cunningham to point out to the Dollar Steamship Company 
that the packages of stamped journals in question would undoubtedly 
be handled by the sea post offices on board vessels and that assistance 
given to publisher in his endeavor to evade the Chinese Government’s 
postal ban may raise an issue of international concern and may also 
prejudice the Dollar Company’s interests. 

Department has laid the facts before the Post Office Department 
and will communicate to you any comment which may be made by 
that Department, 

Stimson 


893.711/36 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

WAsmisrGTON-, May 20, 1929 — 5 p. m. 
168. Department’s 157, May 13, 6 p. m., last paragraph. Post- 
master General has replied on May 17 in part as follows: 

“The mailing of these publications in the manner requested by the 
publisher would be contrary to the provisions of the Universal Postal 
Convention, which governs the exchange of international mails. 
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I may add tliat it is general practice to prepare despatches of mails 
for a foreign country at a post office of the country of origin, and the 
isolated instances in which articles are mailed by being handed over to 
the purser or to a sea post clerk aboard a vessel are in the nature of a 
concession on the part of the country of origin and intended for the 
convenience of the mailing public by permitting the conveyance by a 
vessel of mail matter which would otherwise be detained imtil a sub- 
sequent sailing. 

In view of the foregoing and of the circumstances that the wuntry 
of origin is responsible for the compensation due the steamship com- 
pany for the transportation of the mails, existing instruction of this 
Department provide that, except as set forth in the preceding para- 
graph, sea post clerks shall decline to accept at a foreign port mail 
matter of any character which has not been regularly made up by a 
post office of the country of origin.” 

Inform Shanghai. 

Sotmcson 


811 . 91293/170 

TTie Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (C. T. Wang) to the 
American Minister in China {MacMurrayY^ 

719 Nanking, June 17, 1929. 

Sm : With a view to effectively foster the friendly feelings now 
happily subsisting between China and other Powers, the National 
Government is determined to take appropriate action against those 
newspapers and correspondents in China, whose libelous or seditious 
publications tend to either engender distrust in the mind of the 
Chinese people of their Government and leaders or unjustly estrange 
foreign public opinion from China. It is hardly necessary for me to 
point out to you the grave responsibility any foreign correspondent has 
towards the newspaper to which he contributes, the public upon which 
his messages exert a certain amount of influence, and the people and 
government about which he writes. The responsibility of Hallett 
Abend, Peiping correspondent of The New York Times^ is graver 
than usual in view of the far-reaching effect of The Nev> York Times 
upon American public opinion and of the traditional friendly and 
sympathetic feelings subsisting between our two peoples. You will 
agree with me that a man in his position should be extremely careful 
and discreet when writing despatches or expressing opinions. To my 
great surprise and disappointment, however, he has, under the false 
impression that freedom means license, repeatedly betrayed the trust 
his employer and the American public have put in him and recipro- 
cated the hospitality extended to him by the country where he resides 

^ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 2188. July 0 ; received August 2, 1929. 
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by maliciously fabricating news concerning it, its Gnvemm^ti aa4 
nffimnlg- On December 9, 1928, The New York Times publislfed | 
special correspondence from Abend part of which reads: 

“Soong Mei-ling, General C!hiang’s wife, is blamed for the Gmwalfe 
present hunger for power, and so universal is the habit of pladng tits 
blame for the present trend of events at her door that even in ^ 
bazaars in Pekihg it is a commonplace when grievances are discussed, 
to end the discussion with what has almost become a proverb: >11 
Mei-ling were at the bottom of the Yangtse, then China would snff® 

lOSSa^ 

‘‘So evident has it become that Chiang Kai-shih and his ambitieis 
wife are aiming at the attainment of supreme power that all of 
adherents are now cynically referred to by the Chinese as ‘the royal 
family,’ and the one-time hero of the revolution erstwhile ‘George 
Washington of China,’ is even more unpopular than the despots Be 
ousted from power. 

“But there is one member of ‘the royal family’ who is openly and 
bitterly opposed to General Chiang’s personal ambitions, and that one 
person is his able and powerful brother-in-law, T. V. Soong, the 
Finance Minister. Mr. Soong will tell any one who has his confidence 
that General Chiang’s course, in his opimon, can lead to nothing bnfc 
more fighting. He declares that the many men who helped to bring 
the Nationalist movement to success are all entitled to a real share in 
the government, and in the task of reconstruction in China. They all 
resent a one-man assumption of power, and will all work against the 
success of centralization of power in one man’s hands.” 

The above quotation is taken from but one of his many despatches 
of falsehood sent during the last eight months. I shall not enumerate 
them here and believe it suflBicient to call your attention to his last ad 
of criminal fabrication that has come to my knowledge. 

On April 25, 1929, The New YorTc Times published his wireless 
despatch part of which reads : 

“General Fang Chen-wu’s overtures to Marshal Feng coincide with 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang’s declaration that, though the Nationalist 
principles afford China’s only hope, the nation has oeen betrayed bv 
the present Nanking leaders, who are termed ‘rotten to the core.’ A 
clean sweep is the only remedy for such intolerable conditions, Chang 
declares.” 

General Chang Hsueh-liang has categorically denied the above state- 
ment. The following is a translation of his telegram. 

“Shenyang (Mukden), June 15tli. 

“Dr. C. T. Wang, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Your telegram of the 11th instant was duly received. I have con^ 
plete confidence in the Central Government and have never criticized 
nor expressed any dissatisfaction with the doings of the Government. 
I think there is no need of further mentioning of this since both 
President Chiang and you know me very well. t 

“I do not know the foreign eoT-rp-RrmTiflATif. TTollp+i*. AVianrl Tt ijs 
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the eyes of the public in the hope of enabling him to fish in the trou- 
bled waters. 

“(Signed) Chang Hsueh-liang.’’ 

In view of Abend’s repeated libelous and seditious writings, I am 
constrained to request you to have him deported from China. Inter- 
national law recognizes the sovereign right of every nation to exclude 
and expel undesirable aliens j and, in the present case, my Oovem- 
ment has been left with no alternative except resorting to this right 
of expulsion. At present when the question of abolition of extrater- 
ritoriality has not yet been finally settled between our two countries, 
I am seeking your cooperation on behalf of my Grovernment in this 
matter. I am confident that you will see your way clear to comply 
with my request in order that it cannot be said certain American 
nationals have been sheltered by the abuse of extraterritoriality, and 
also that the mutual respect our two peoples have for each other, 
built up through long years of persevering effort on the part of both 
governments to maintain the traditional policy of friendship, wiU 
not be endangered by the malicious actions of a correspondent. 

I avail myself [etc.] CirENGraiirQ T. Wang 


811.9129a/153 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaxiMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, June 26, 192^ — 6 p. m. 

[Received June 26 — 4: : 50 p. m.^^] 

512. Legation’s No. 504, Jime 24, 6 [5] p. m.^^ Legation today re- 
ceived formal note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs ^ charging 
that Abend has “reciprocated the hospitality extended to him by the 
country where he resided by maliciously fabricating news concerning 
it, its government and oflSlcials”. The note then refers to a news item 
published in the New^ Yorh Times on December 9, 1928, criticizing 
Chiang Kai-shih and his wife and to an item published on April 25, 
1929, in reference report of criticism of Nanking leaders by C^hang 
Hsueh-liang who is alleged flatly to repudiate statements attributed 
to him by Abend. 

Note concludes with the following paragraph: 

[Here follows quotation of final paragraph of note.] 

Abend has been informed no other action is being taken pending 
the return of the Minister. 

He WES 

For the Minister 


^®Telegfram in two sections. 

” Not printed. 

” Supra, 

” Clarence B. Hewes, First Secretary of Legation in China. 
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811,91293/163 

Memorandicm iy Assistant Secretary of State {Johrson) ' \ 

[Washington,] July 2 , 182 ^ 
The Chinese Minister asked me whether I had heard anything aba^ 
the question of Mr. Hallett Abend and the desire of the Chinese (JoTr, 
ernment. I told him I had ; that the Legation had received a requ^ 
from the Chinese Government asking it in so many words to deport 
Mr. Abend. I stated that I did not know who had advised them in thia 
matter, but I thought whoever had advised them had advised the® 
wrongly as they had asked us to do administratively sordething we 
could not do. The American Minister at Peking had no power to 
deport anyone. The Minister said he supposed not except by judicial 
process. He said he wondered what the Chinese Government was 
going to do in the matter. I said I did not know ; that the Government 
was powerless to act. I said that I could conceive of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment denying news to a newspaper man but even that was a bad 
method to take as we ourselves in our own experience had found that 
to attempt to do that was simply to make matters worse for us. The 
best way to treat newspaper men and their stories was to ignore them. 
He said naturally the Chinese Government was incensed by this sort 
of thing being sent out of China and doubtless under this situation 
had done the only thing that it could. 

Hr[EnSON] T. J[OHXSOX] 


811.91293/168 

Meinoran&mri hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Johnson) 

[Washington,] July 6, 1929. 

Mr. Secretart: The attached telegram, No. 512 of June 26, 6 p. m., 
from Peking, regard[ing?] Hallett Abend, informs us that the Na- 
tional Government of China has made a formal request of our legation 
at Peking that our legation “have him deported from China.” The 
National Government bases its request upon its right under inter- 
national law “to exclude and expel undesirable aliens”. Mr. Abend 
is the New York Times correspondent at Peking. He has given offense 
to the National Government by his despatches to the Times^ which have 
been published in this country. The two offending articles printed 
under Mr. Abend’s name on December 9, 1928 and April 25, 1929 re- 
spectively, are attached.^® V 

As an American citizen Mr. Abend enjoys the protection of extra- 
territoriality and the Chinese cannot touch him. They are not able 

765. 

’“Not printed; for extracts from tlie articles, see note of June 17 from the 
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs, p. 763. 
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therefore to exercise their so-called right and deport Mr. Abend from 
China. 

I am of the opinion, and my opinion is supported by the Solicitor of 
the Department, that there is no power under the laws of the United 
States, either in the administrative offices of the United States or in the 
courts of the United States ( and this would include our extraterritorial 
courts in China) under which an American citizen could be deported 
from China. As a matter of fact, in a ca^ that arose in Yokohama in 
1878, the Department disapproved the action of the Consul General 
who turned over to the Japanese authorities for deportation an Ameri- 
can citizen who had been convicted in the Consular Court of the offense 
of assault and battery, the Department informing the Consul General 
that deportation was a mode of punishment not recognized in the United 
States {Foreign ReVations^ 1879, page 697). 

Thus it is clear that not only are the Chinese unable to deport 
Mr. Abend, but we are unable to deport him. 

N[elson] T. J[oBOT’SOMr] 


811.91293/160 : Telegram 

The, Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Pekhsto, July 10, 1929 — 7 p.m. 

[Eeceived July 11 — ^9 : 45 a. m. 

556. My 542, July 5, 8 p. m.'^^ 

1. Following telegram was repeated by the Legation to Shanghai: 

‘^July 6, 5 p. m. Please communicate to the District Attorney^® 
a copy of the note to me from the Minister for Foreign Affairs da'ted 
June 18 [771 requesting the deportation of Abend and request him 
in my behalf to advise me by naval radio at his earliest conveni- 
ence whether on the showing of facts made in that note it is his 
opinion that prosecution (with a view to deportation) could pro^rly 
be undertaken in the United States Court for China against Abend 
on the complaint of the Chinese Government on the ground of the 
libelous or seditious character of his journalistic correspondence.” 

2. In a reply dated July 9th Shanghai informs me Sellett is of the 
opinion that deportation of American citizens from CShtina is not 
possible under our law but suggests that libel charge might be made 
against Abend if Chinese officials concerned would appear to testify 
in the United States Court for China, 

Telegram in two sections. 

Not printed. 

” George Sellett, of the United States CJourt for China. 

” Ante, p. 763. . . 
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3. I propose, unless otherwise instructed, to reply to Wang’s 
June 17th to the effect that while it is not of course within my cowp^ 
tence as an administrative officer to take action in the matter, I ^ve 
consulted the American officials concerned ; that they have now 
pressed to me the opinion that deportation as requested by the 
Government is, not possible under the law but that should the 
authorities desire that the Minister’s note of June I7th be made die 
basis of a libel action against Abend in the United States Court foj 
rvhina.j I should be happy to take the matter up with a view to fadh- 
tating the proceedings to that end. 

MAcMl TBIU-g 

811.91293/160 : Tdegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to tJie Minister in China {McvcMwirwy) 

WASHXKTGTOiir, July 12, 1929 — 4 p. m, 
229. Your 556, July 10, 7 p. m. Withhold action Abend case until 
further instructions. After commimicating complaint to Nev> Y&rh 
Times Department is awaiting further word from the Times, 

SiiMsoir 


811.91293/160 : Telegram 

The Seoretofry of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

Washtngtois', J uly 18, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

235. Department’s 229, July 12, 4 p. m. 

1, The Acting Managing Editor of the New York Times under date 
of July 16 wrote to the Acting Chief of the Washington Bureau in 
reference to the Abend matter saying in part ^‘As to the proposed 
answer to the demand for his deportation, we have no objection what- 
ever to any trial or investigation of the charges against him by any 
fair and impartial tribunal and we assume that the Consular Courts 
are such, or Minister MacMurray would not suggest such a course. 
Abend himself has given us the sources of the information on which 
he based the statements contained in the two despatches which have 
been cited in the attack on him and we are satisfied that they justified 
its use. Therefore we are confident of the outcome of a hearing before 
any unbiased arbiter. Will you so please inform Secretary Stimson!” 
By the term “Consular Courts” the New York Times intended to m- 
clude all American courts in China. 

2. The Department authorizes you to reply to the note of the Ctoese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs dated June 17 along the lines indicated 
in your 556, July 10, 7 p. m., paragraph 3, making such additions 
thereto based upon the passage quoted from the letter of the N ew Yorh 
Times as you may consider advisable. 



I IHi lilSI^Ap 


769 


811.91293/165 : Telegram 

The Minister in Ghimu {MacMurray) to the Seoretary of State 

Pekiisfg, July 19, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received July 20—10 : 53 a- m.] 

595. Your telegram No. 235, July 18, 1 p. m. 

1. Abend’s transfer to Shanghai was made known to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs recently at a luncheon given by him to the local 
representatives of the foreign press. Almost immediately thereafter 
he had Abend sought out by Kwangson Young, bead of the informa- 
tion and publicity department of the Nanking Government, who, after 
an attempt to force Abend into revealing his confidential sources of 
information, assumed a very friendly tone and offered to be of all 
possible assistance to him and to put him in touch with news sources 
in Shanghai. 

2. It is my hope that the campaign against Abend will be dropped 
for the time being at any rate. I would therefore suggest that I be 
authorized to withhold reply to Wang’s note of June 17th unle^ he 
should again raise the question. 

MacMubbax 


811.91293/165 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMvrray) 

Washinoton', July 23, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

243. Your 595, July 19, 6 p. m. While the Department diares your 
disinclination to take any action concerning Abend not required by 
circumstances the possibility of a resumption of the campaign against 
him must be faced. In view of the circumstances the Department 
believes that the responsibility for the next step should be placed 
with the Chinese Government and therefore suggests that instead of 
the reply already proposed you inform the Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that it is impossible to deport Abend through adminis- 
trative action and indicate your readiness to discuss possible recourse 
to legal procedure if he so desires. 

SaxMSON 


893.918/43 : Telegram 

The MimAster in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of Stata 

Pekin-g, July 31, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
[Received July 31 — iS , : 40 p. m.] 
657. On July 24th the American Peking editor of the Pehing 
Leader published in English, was notified by local authorities that 
Ministry of Interior had ordered censorship of his paper. 


Grover Clark. 
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No reason for order was given, but associate editor suggests^^ 
possibly is connected with a front-page news article written by Hm 
regarding the American Museum of Natural History’s forced abaa- 
donment of its Central Asiatic expedition as previously reported to 
the Department. 

2. Following receipt of order, the paper has sent from it proofe 
to censor’s office, but these have promptly been stamped and re- 
turned. Editor states that there have been no suggestions that (dl 
or part of any material prepared for publication should be sr^ 
pressed or altered and that he does not for the present at least pro- 
pose to enter any formal protest. 

3. PeJemg Leader is incorporated under the laws of Delaware, but 
its board of directors and stockholders are international in charaetb^ 
including Chinese. 

MaoMubsit 


893.918/44 : r^egram 

TTie Mirmter in OMna {MouiMurray') to the Secreta/ry of State 

PEiasro, August 1, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Eeceived August 2 — ^9 :35 a.m.] 

661. My 657, July 31, 6 p. m. 

1. American editor-president of PeJemg Leader has just informed 
me that the newspaper has from today’s date been transferred to 
new ownership and control®® and that former incorporated com- 
pany which will be liquidated as soon as possible has no connection 
with newspaper. 

2. Ze Jovamal de PeJein, French newspaper published locally, was 
yesterday suddenly refused postal facilities. While censorship of 
Pehmg Leader was taken at orders of Nanking authorities, action 
against Journal de PeJcin appears not to have come officially from 
Nanking but to have originated with local district Kuomintang 
which controls post office workers in disregard of higher postal 
authorities representing Nanking. No reason given for sudden action 
which is possibly in protest at editorials not altogether compli- 
mentary to present Government. 

MacMotrat 


“B. W. Hunter, an American citizen. 

“ Under tbe leadership of Roy Chapman Andrews of New York. See pp. 841 ff. 
“ The transfer was made to P. K. O. Tyau for Chinese owners, Tyau retain- 
ing Hunter as editor. 
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811.91293/171 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 

Peking, August 8, 1929 — ^11 p. m. 

[Received August 8 — ^9 :31 p. m.] 
692. Tour telegram No. 243, July 23, 4 p. m. Although reluctant 
to insist *upon a judgment in opposition to that of the Department I 
feel so strongly that it would be a tactical error to reopen Abend case 
that I have held the matter in abeyance while debating with myself 
whether to ask the Department’s reconsideration of its instruction. 
There is every indication that the Chinese authorities tacitly acquiesce 
in their defeat in the matter and are content to have us ignore their 
demand for his deportation. To reply to that demand would make it 
difficult if not impossible for them to drop the quarrel, as I believe 
is their intention, and to do so would put us in no better position to 
meet a possible resumption of the campaign against him. I therefore 
beg to request authorization to make no reply unless the situation so 
alters as to make it tactically advisable. 

MagMuebat 


811.91293/171 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Chma {MacMv/rray) 

Washington, August 9, 1929 — 8 p. m. 
264. Tour 692, August 8, 11 p. m. Tour last sentence. Depart- 
ment’s telegram July 23, 4 p. m. is cancelled. Tou may recommend 
further steps when you consider them necessary. 

Cotton 


893.5045/447 

The Consul General at Shemghai (JJurmvngharrC) to the Mimster in 

China {MacMurray)^ 

No. 6253 Shanghai, November 16, 1929. 

Sir: Referring to this Consulate General’s despatch No. 6^7 of 
October 31, 1929,®® and its telegram No. 178 of November 7, 5 p.m.,®® 
relative to a strike of the Chinese employees of the Shanghai Evening 
Post (American), and the subsequent denial of postal privileges to 
that paper by the Chinese authorities, I have the honor to enclose 
herewith a copy of a letter dated November 2, 1929, in English and 
Chinese, which has been received from the Commissioner of Foreign 
Affairs for Kiangsu,®® in which a request is made that the United 
States District Attorney institute legal proceedings against the editor 

Copy forwarded to the Department without covering despatch ; received De- 
cember 21, 1929. 

Not printed. 

®® Not found in Department files. 
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of this paper. In order that the Legation may have more 
information on this case, there ^re enclosed herewith copies 
caricatures of Colonel Yuan Liang, Chief of the Bureau of pQbllc 
Safety of the Municipality of Greater Shanghai, and the newspapip 
articles which appeared in the Evening Post on October 28, and 
ber 29, 1929.s^ 

The enclosed caricatures and articles appeared in the Evehmg 
approximately three weeks after the strike of the Chinese employees 
of the newspaper, which occurred on October 10th. During this 
period Mr. Carl Crow,®® the editor of the Evening Post^ had beea 
carrying pn negotiations with the strikers and with the Bureau of 
Public Safety, and although these negotiations were unsuccessful, 
Mr. Crow, up to October 28, 1929, refrained from publishing any 
criticism whatsoever of the authorities. However, as a result of the 
arrest of his chief stereotyper, Chang Chu-hseng, on October 2Srd, 
and his subsequent detention for four days under somewhat disgrace- 
ful circumstances, as outlined in the enclosed clipping from the Eve- 
ning Post published on October 29, 1929, this incident seems to hare 
infuriated Mr. Crow and prompted him to publish the caricatures 
and criticisms of the Chinese authorities contained in the two 
enclosures. 

While there is no direct evidence that Mr. Yuan Liang was in any 
way personally responsible for the ill treatment of Mr. Chang Chu- 
hseng, his statement quoted in the Commissioner’s letter enclosed 
herewith is a clear admission that his subordinates detained an inno- 
cent man for four days. His statement that he had reported the 
matter to the Shanghai District Court for an investigation to deter- 
mine whether a charge of false accusation should be brought against 
Mr. Chang’s accusers would indicate that he also agrees with Mr. 
Crow that these parties should be punished. It is significant, there- 
fore, that Mr. Yuan Liang has admitted that it is possible for strikers 
to have an innocent man detained under disgraceful circumstances 
on a trumped up charge. Mr. Crow has criticized him for a state 
of affairs which he admits to have existed, and although he may not 
be directly responsible he is the head of the Bureau of Public Safety 
and must, therefore, bear to a certain extent responsibility for Ihe 
actions of his subordinates. 

Mr. Crow is not willing to express any apology since he feels that 
the stand which he has taken was perfectly justified by the action 
of the Chinese authorities. He desires, therefore, that every effort 
be made to secure a release of the ban which has been placed upon 
his use of the Shanghai postal privileges. In addition to any further 
action which the Legation may be able to take in the premises, this 

®^None printed. 

** An American citisJen. 
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Consulate General and Mr. Crow himself will continue to negotiate 
with the local authorities. 

The matter of the prosecution of Mr. Crow on a charge of libel 
has been referred to the United States District Attorney who has 
not yet replied but it is not believed that any such charge could be 
proven even if brought against him. 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. Ctjnnincham 

893.711/50 

The ConsvZ O-eneraZ at ShangTiai (^Vv/rwiingha7ri) to the Charge in 

China (Perkins) 

No. 6324 SBLA.NGHAI 5 December 23, 1929. 

Sm: Supplementing this office’s despatch No. 6253 of November 16, 
1929, regarding the ban of The Shanghai Evening Post from the mails, 
I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter dated December 13, 1929, 
from Mr. Carl Crow, with its enclosure,®® from which it will be seen 
that the Labor Dispute Arbitration Committee of Greater Shanghai 
Municipality, in the matter of the strike of the Shanghai Evening 
Post printers, has upheld the attitude of The Shanghai Evening Post 
and justified it in every particular. 

• • • • # • • 

It may be stated that while the ban continues, The Shanghai Evening 
Post does not consider that it is suffering materially as a result. Nat- 
urally The Post is interested in having the ban lifted but arrange- 
ments have been made for the forwarding of the paper in a manner 
which, though slightly more expensive, enables it to be distributed 
pretty generally. 

I have [etc.] Edwin S. CuNNiNoncAM 


TREATY REGULATING TARIFF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND CHINA SIGNED JULY 25, 1928“ 

611.9331/127 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacM’wrray') to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplarase] 

Peking, January 4, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
[Received January 4 — 11 : 35 a. m.] 

7. My telegram No. 903, December 28, 7 p. m.®^ 

( 1 ) The Netherlands Minister, Oudendijk, informs me that his nego- 
tiations have disclosed that the National Government’s construction 


*C!opy transonltted to ttie Department without covering despatch; received 
February 13, 1930. 

“Neither printed. ... 

“ Continued from Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. n, pp. 4.19 492. 

“Not printed. 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. l% 5 
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of the Chinese-American tarijff treaty of July 25, 1928,®® assup^H^ 
United States of nondiscriminatory treatment only for goods iinpq^' 
into China by American nationals (as article I, paragraph 2 provii^v 
and not for the produce and manufactures of the United States 
spective of the nationality of the importer, and that the Chinese 
disposed to construe paragraph 1 of the same article as giving % 
United States equality of treatment in respect of customs proceda^ 
and formalities. In ojffering to the Netherlands Minister on behalf of 
the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs, C. T. Wang, a text substan 
tially identical with the American one, it was in fact made plain to hiia 
that he must choose between this arrangement giving protection to 
Dutch importers and some other arrangement to protect importatioi^ 
of Dutch provenance, but that Oudendijk could not expect, any in©!^ 
than could the Americans, to have both. Fortunately he was success- 
ful in combating the disingenuous attempt at restriction of the scope 
of nondiscriminatory treatment which China undertook in the Ameri- 
can treaty, and in the first annex to his treaty Oudendijk was able to 
obtain assent to its supplementary clauses.®^ 

(2) The British Minister, Sir Miles Dampson, also tells me that, 
having been warned by the Netherlands Minister’s experience, he 
insisted upon knowing the construction which the National Govto- 
ment placed on the nondiscriminatory provisions in the American 
treaty. Finding Dr. Wang evasive on this point, Lampson felt con- 
strained to insist on the clarification which is embodied in his treaty’s 
first annex®® (see my telegram 896, December 27, 8 p. m.®®). 

(3) While, as it appears to me, there can be no honest doubt re- 
specting the inclusiveness of the American text regarding nondiscrim- 
inatory treatment of American trade in every respect, the Chinese are 
manifestly seeking to set up a bargaining position, at any rate, as to 
United States rights in that regard. The Netherlands, British, and 
other subsequent treaties have settled the particular point at issue re- 
garding the nationalities concerned ; but by no means am I confident 
that the National Government will regard the United States as entitled 
to claim clarifications annexed to those treaties as applicable to Ameri- 
can trade. Therefore, I beg to request authorization for me to address 
to the National Government a note to request confirmation of the 
United States Government’s understanding that, under the treaty of 
July 25, 1928, the United States is entitled to claim the treatment 
established by any subsequent treaties concluded by the National Gov- 

^ Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ii, p. 475. 

••Treaty and first exchange of notes signed December 19, 1928, at Nanking; 
League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. cxi, pp. 161, 164. 

Annex i (an exchange of notes), dated December 20, 1928; ibid*, vol. xo, pp. 
337, 352. 

•®Not printed. 
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eminent with other foreign powers for goods imported by American 
nationals into China and for all produce and manufactures of the 
United States imported into China on a nondiscriminatory basis. In 
view of the vital importance that American trade be protected against 
discrimination and that all possible controversy in that regard be 
obviated, I venture to suggest to the Department that it formulate the 
terms in which I should address the Chinese Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on this subject. 

MacMtjrray 


611.9331/127 : T^egram 

The SeoTetary of State to the Minieter in China (^MacMv/rray) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington-, January 7, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

9. Your telegram 7, January 4, 6 p^ m. 

(1) You may thank the British and Netherlands Ministers, on 
behalf of this Government, for their helpfulness in relating to you 
their experiences. 

(2) The Department considers that, with respect to the Chinese- 
American treaty of July 25, 1928, both the spirit and the letter call 
for reciprocal nondiscriminatory treatment in everything relating to 
rates of duty, drawbacks, transit dues, tonnage dues, and any related 
matters, including in relation thereto the benefits of any rights or 
privileges which are, or which hereafter shall be, extended to or be 
enjoyed in their respective territories, by their respective nationals, 
or by the nationals of any other state. 

(3) In view of article 2 of the British treaty and of the note con- 
struing a treaty exactly like the American one, as annexed to the 
treaties with Sweden®^ and the Netherlands, I do not think China 
could possibly claim the American treaty does not mean the same th^ng. 
The Department feels sure of the all-inclusiveness of the nondiscrimi- 
natory clause in the American treaty, but it does not care to have 
a controversy over it, and I could easily delay the treaty in the Senate 
and arrange its amendment. The Department prefers for you not to 
send at this time a note on this subject. It suggests that either you go 
or send Mahlon F. Perkins to Nanking in order to ascertain if the 
Chinese are seriously considering the possibility of denying to Ameri- 
can trade the benefits of rights or favors they accorded other coun- 
tries. The Department believes the Chinese should make this clear 
in a note, in line with the interpretation which is given in the above- 
mentioned treaties. 

^ Treaty and exchange of notes, signed I>ecember 20, 1928, at Nanking ; llieagne 
of Nations Treaty Series, vol. cm, pp. 81, 80. 

•* Couns^or of Legation in China. 
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(4) A note to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs mm % 
personally delivered by yon or by yonr representative, to reai a* 
follows:®® 

“Referring to Article I of the Treaty signed by Mr. T. V. SootisL 
Minister of Finance, on behalf of the National Government of ® 
Republic of China, and Mr. J. V. A. MacMurray, American Mirdst^ 
to China, on behalf of the United States, at Peking, on July loga 
I have the honor to state that it is the understanding of my Gov^]^ 
ment that it was and is the intention of the High Contracting Parties 
to agree to the abrogation of certain provisions of existing treaties, 
namely, provisions relating expressly and specifically to rates of du^ 
on imports and exports of merchandise, drawbacks, transit duesAnd 
tonnage dues in China, and to provide that in relation to these matters 
neither of the High Contracting Parties shall in any way discriminate 
against the other or its nationals or articles grown, produced or mami- 
factured in its territories or imported or exported by its nationals as 
compared with treatment accorded to any other coimtry or its na- 
tionals, or to articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of any other 
country, it being the intention of the Contracting Parties that in 
regard to those matters each shall accord to the other and to ilg 
nationals and to its trade as favorable treatment as it accords to toy 
other country or to the nationals and trade thereof . 

“I have the honor to request an assurance on your part that tld$ 
is also the National Government’s understanding of the purport aiid 
intent of this treaty.” 

(5) Pending a receipt from you of a report that an assurance has ' 
been given, as indicated above, you are informed, confidentially, that 
I am holding up the treaty’s consideration by the Senate. 

EjELLOQG 

611.9331/130 : Telegram 

T?ie Minister in China (^MacMurray) to the SeoTetary of State 

Peking, January 22, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

[Received J anuary 22 — ^11 : 30 a. m.] 

45. Department’s 12 [P], January 8 [7], 6 p. m. Following from 
Perkins : 

“On the 17th I delivered to Wang the Legation’s note of January 
12th regarding the provisions of the tariff treaty relating to moi^- 
f a vored -nation treatment. He said there would be no difficulty in 
meeting our wishes in the matter; that the British and Dutch had 
insisted upon minute specification of certain points, but that there 
had been no necessity for this as the meaning of the two was quite 
clear providing for complete most-favored-nation treatment. I said 
that we naturally desired to have our understanding with the Chinese 
Government no less explicit than that of any other power, and I re- 
quested that he transmit his reply through me in order that I might 

Quotation not paraphrased. ? 
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telegraph the text t 9 the ^gation and disp<»e of any possible ques- 
tion in connection ^itn this matter before my departure. indi- 

cated nis assent. Since four days have now elapsed without j&rther 
word from him, I purpose urging the desirability of a prompt rely.” 

MacMxjheax 


611.9331/129 : Telegram 

TTie HfvnisteT in China (^MacMuTray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Peking, January 22, 1929—8 p. m. 

[Received January 22-^ : 30 a. m.] 
46. Reference Legation’s 45, January 22, 7 p. m. As to paragraph 
5, Department’s 9, January 7, 6 p. m. In view of previous experience 
concerning the unreliability of similar oral assurances, the receipt 
of a satisfactory written reply to the American request for an assur- 
ance regarding the construction to be given to provisions for non- 
discriminatory treatment will, I assume, be awaited before further 
action is taken on the treaty. 

MacMtjb3rax 


611.9331/180 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMwrrc^) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, January 22, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

28. Referring to your telegrams 45 and 46, January 22, 6 [7] and 
8 p, m. Regarding the last paragraph in the note to China. A writ- 
ten reply should quote the text of this American note and should state 
that such is the understanding of the National Government of the 
purport and intent of the Soong-MacMurray treaty. 

Since the assumption you state is correct, the Department hopes 
for that reason that an exchange of notes can, without further delay, 
be effected. 

Kellogg 


611.9331/132 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMvrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 23, 1929 — ^9 p. m. 
[Received J anuary 23 — 1 : 15 p. m.] 
60. Department’s 28, January 22, 5 p. m. 

(1) Following has been received from Perkins: 

“January 22, 3 p.. m. My January 21, midnight. I received this 
morning from the Minister of Foreign Affairs a sealed letter containing 
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Chinese and English languages of a reply to the Iiegation’s nofe 
January 12th relating to the tariff treaty. The letter was a 
the English text reading as follows : 

‘Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nanking, January 21, 1929. 

Excellency : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
note of January 12, 1929, with reference to the interpretation of article 
Sino-American treaty regulating tariff relations, signed on July 25 19^ * 

state that, while the meaning of the second paragraph of article I of thl « ^ 
treaty is unmistakable and requires no explanation, it is the view of the S 
Government that the first paragraph of the said article should be 
to include the following principle : interpreted 

Articles produced or manufactured in the territories of either of the 
contracting parties shall not be subject, on their importation into the terrifeS 
of the other party or on their exportation from its own territories to the 
tories of the other party, to any duties, internal charges or taxes other or hSS 
than those paid, respectively, on like articles produced or manufactured ha ^ 
imported from any other country or on like articles produced or manufachi^ 
in the country and exported to any other country. t-torea 

I avail myself, et cetera. (Signed) Cheng Ting T. Wang**’ 


(2) [Paraphrase.] I am instructing Mahlon F. Perkins to obt^ 
from the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs a note in the form 
whidi Department’s telegram 28, January 22, 5 p. m., prescribed. In- 
asmuch as Dr. Wang’s note does not appear to respond wholeheartedly 
to the American request for an assurance that the treaty entitled the 
United States to nondiscriminatory treatment in aU respects, I assume 
you will wish a reply in such form to be insisted upon. Should the 
contrary be the case, I suggest direct instruction be sent Perkina so 
that a loss of time through relaying the message may be avoided 

(3) Eepeated to Nanking. [End paraphrase.] 

MacMuerat 


611.9381/182 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the CorisvZ at Nanking (Price) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, January 24, 1929—11 a. m 
For Perkins: With reference to the Legation’s 50, January 23, 9 
p. m., which was repeated to you, the desire of the Department is con- 
firmed and emphasized that the Nanking Government’s reply should 
quote the text of the American note to it, as given in the Depart- 
ment’s telegram 9, January 7, 6 p. m., paragraph 4, and should state 
that such is the understanding of the National Government of the 
purport and intent of the treaty. The United States Government 
seeks reciprocal, unequivocal and complete assurance that in refer- 
ence to the matters mentioned in the treaty there shall be no dis- 
crimination, and the American note has been phrased comprehen- 
sively in order to obviate any possible misunderstanding. In view of 
the recently signed texts and annexes of treaties by China with sev- 
eral other states, especially Great Britain, Sweden and the Nether- 
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lands, it is felt by the Department that the Chinese Minister for 
Forei^ Affairs should not find any difficulty responding to the 
American request affirmatively in phraseology identical with that in 
the American note. Not only does this suggested procedure conform 
to well-established international practice, but it is believed in the 
general run of China’s official correspondence there is ample prece- 
dent. 

Repeat the above to the Legation at Peking. 

EjEznoGo 


693.003/864 : T^egram 

The S&cT&tCLTy of Stdto to tlio zti CfTivrwb 

WASHXsraTON-, January 24, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

30. Your 884, December 20, 1 p. m.. Paragraph 3» and Depart- 
ment’s 421, December 22, 7 p. m.® 

In view of all the facts of the situation this Government does not 
wish to lodge any protest against putting the schedtde into effect. 
However, unless you are aware of reasons why such a course would 
be inadvisable, you will transmit to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
as from the Secretary of State the following message: 

“It is noted with regret that, while the American Government was 
the first to take effective steps making possible the realization of the 
aspirations of China for tariff autonomy, the National Government, 
in arranging its new tariff, has apparently chosen to impose upon 
certain conunodities, which are imported into China for the most 
part and in la,rge quantities from the United States, duties bi~ gbo,-p 
than those which were regarded, in the course of full consideration 
of the question at the Conference in Peking in 1926, as equitable in 
comparison with, the rates then so regarded, and which sxibsequently 
have been adopted by China in reference to other commodities and 
classes of commodities,” 

E^KLXiOQO 


611.9331/133a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurray) 

[Paraphrase] 

WAsmNTGTOisr, January 28, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

36. With further reference to the Department’s telegram January 
24, 11 a. m., to Nanking for Perkins, Senate consideration of the treaty 
is expected to begin January 30. 

If the Chinese Minister for Foreign Ajffairs should not reply in the 
terms which you requested in pursuance of instructions from the De- 

^ Foreign Relatioots, 1928, vol. n, p. 395. 

* Not printed ; it conveyed the information that the Senate had adjonmed until 
J anuary 3 without ratifying the treaty (L e., the tariff treaty signed July 25, 1928) . 
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partment, I desire you to address a note to Dr. Wang to ackno:^ 
receipt of his January 21 note. Then refer in your note to Dr. 'Vfi 
oral statement to Perkins (as reported in your telegram 45, Ja 
22, 7 p. m.) that the treaty’s meaning was clear, providing for cor 
most-favoredmation treatment (i. e., nondiscriminatory 
and to' the contents of the Chinese note you are 
Thereupon state your Government’s acceptance of these 
conclusive of the National Government’s understanding that the 
does constitute an all-comprehensive agreement that the treatm^f 
each of the contracting parties accords to the other and to its nationi^ 
in regard to all the matters concerned is not to be in any way disc n^r^ ;-- 
inatory in comparison with the treatment which is accorded to % 
permitted to be enjoyed by any other state or its nationals in regard t6 
those matters. 


■■ 

61 1.93S1/13S : Telegram , 

TTie Consul at Nanking {Price) to the Secretary of State til 

[Paraphrase] . '"''''^■'"■■^#1;’ 

Nakking, J anuary 28, 1929 — 10 p. 
[Received J anuary 29 — ^2 : 39 a. mf 
From Perkins : Reference Department’s telegram of January 24, 11; 
a. m. This afternoon, in a personal conversation with the Ohine^- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, I made a full presentation of the Departr 
ment’s views regarding an exchange of notes and emphasized the deiare 
of the Department for a conclusion as soon as possible of this matter. 
Nevertheless, Dr. Wang stated he could not accept the precise phrase- 
ology used by the Department. As soon as his views are received in 
writing, I shall telegraph them. This has been repeated to Peking. 

Psam 


611.9331/151 

The Minister in Chi/na {MacMurray) to the Consul at Ha/rbi/n 

{Hanson) * 

Pekiistg, j anuary 29, 1929. 

Sir: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 
1885, of January 22, 1929,^ in which you desire to be informed whether 
or not the treaty regulating tariff relations between the United States 
and China, of July 25, 1928, annuls and makes inoperative Article V 
of the Treaty of 1844 between the United States and China® which 

® Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 1895, 
January 29; received March 2, 1929. ' 

^Not printed. 

* Miller, Treaties, vd. 4, p. 659. 
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611.9331/134 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacM'mra/^ ' 

[Paraphrase] 

WASHiiiGTON-, January 29, 1929 Z 

39. Reference your 67, January 29, 7 p. m. The Department’s 
January 28, 6 p. m., was not intended to suggest complete reliance 
oral assurances by the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs, but in- 
stead on the phraseology of the treaty itself in addition to thc^ 
assurances. While the written communication falls far short of tbe 
sort of statement which the Department desires, it is not inconsisteiiit, 
insofar as it goes, with the treaty. The Department merely wishes 
Dr. Wang to be informed of its understanding of the treaty’s mean- 
ing, so that correspondence may cease at that point. 

Keiloos 

611.9331/136 : Telegram 

The Consul at Nanking {Price) to the Secretary, of State 

HrANKiNG, January 29, 1929^0 p. nn 
[Received January 30—2 : 50 p. nuj 

Following telegram to the Legation, referring to my telegram of 
January 28, 11 \10'] p. m. : 

^Tollowing from Perkins: Wang accepts exact wording of the 
Legation’s note down to and including the phrase ‘articles grown, 
produced, or manufactured in its territories’. He proposes that the 
rest of the paragraph read as follows : ‘or imported or exported bj 
its nationals, or its ships, [as compared with ?] treatment accorded 
to any other country or its nationals, or to article [s], the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of any other country, or to its ^ips, it being 
the intention of the contracting parties that in regard to those matters 
each shall accord to the other and to its nation^s and to its articles 
and ships as favorable treatment as it accords to any other country 
or to the nationals and articles and ships thereof.’ 

In support of his proposal Wang has submitted the following: 

Ut seems to me that in Mr. MacMurray’s note the principle of nondiscrimina- 
tion in regard to import and export drawbacks, transit dues and tonnage du^, 
is stated in two ways, one negative and the other affirmative. First it is ^id 
that each contracting party or its nationals or its articles shall not be discrimi- 
nated against in the above-specified matters. Then it is stated that in regard 
to those same matters each contracting party, its nationals and its trade shall 
be accorded the most-favored-natlon treatment. 

We now propose to insert the word ‘"ships” in the first part, since in matters 
of tonnage dues it is ships which are entitled to nondiscrimination, and to sul)- 
stitute the words “articles and ships” for the word “trade” in the second part 
so that the clause wiU be more explicit and unequivocal. If the word “trade” 
refers to those matters already specified its use appears to be redundant. It it 
■ means something else it is rather too vague and too inclusive. When we say 
that the trade of one nationality should be accorded the same treatment as 
the trade of any other nation it would be much better to mention specifically the 
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subjects which are entitled to such treatment. In the present case we believe 
that it is either the contracting party itself or its nationals or Its articles or its 
ships (in regard to tonnage dues) and nothing else, which can enjoy the benefit 
of the most-favored-nation treatment/ 

My own comment follows in a separate telegram. Repeated to 
Department.” 


Pbicb 


611.9331/135 : Telegram 

The Consul at NamJcing (Price') to the Secretary of StoM 

[Paraphrase] 

Nanking, January 29, 1929 — 11 p. m. 

[Received January 30 — ^9 : 20 a. m.] 
The following telegram from Perkins has been sent to Peking : 

Reference my telegram, January 29, 10 p. m. I have pointed out 
to Dr. Wang the needlessness of his proposed change and have tried 
in every way to dissuade him from any proposal to modify the Amer- 
ican draft. As he objects to the American request regarding an ex- 
change of notes, I believe that, should the Department desire to adhere 
exactly to the phraseology of the American note, means other than 
argument and persuasion will be needed in an effort to influence the 
Foreign Minister. This is repeated to the Department. 

Price 


611.9331/140 

Memorandujm iy the Chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs 

(Hornbech) 

[WASmNcrroN,] February 1, 1929. 

The Chinese Minister,® having stated by telephone that he had a 
reply from his government to the telegram which he had sent after 
his conversation with the Secretary on January 30, 1929, called and 
read to the Secretary the contents of the telegrams. In his outgoing 
telegram, as read, he had infoimed his Minister of Foreign Affairs 
that the Secretary had informed him that the Chinese Government 
had accorded Great Britain, in the tariff treaty concluded between 
China and Great Britain, certain things which do not appear ex- 
pressly in the American treaty and that the Secretary was informed 
that Dr. Wang had stated that the American treaty did not entitle 
the United States to complete mos€-f avored-nation treatment ; and that 
the Seci’etary had stated that the American Government had taken 
the lead in making it possible for China to regain her tariff auton- 
omy and, if it were now made known in this country that China 


Sao-Ke Alfred Sze. 
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was discriminating against the United States, it would have a 
injurious effect upon China’s reputation here. 

In the incoming telegram, as read, Dr. Wang stated that the Chin^ 
Government had very great appreciation of the helpful f riendline^ 
of the United States and that he had never aflSlrmed that the Amedc^ 
treaty did not entitle the United States to what was provided in tte 


British treaty. 

The Secretary asked that Mr. Hackworth’^ and Mr. Hornbe(% 
give Mr. Sze an account of what had occurred and the important iteii^ 
in the telegraphic correspondence. The Minister and Mr. Hack 
worth and Mr. Hornbeck withdrew and Messrs. Hackworth and Horn- 
beck gave Mr. Sze the history of the case. It was explained to Mr. 
Sze that the point at issue was the apparent unwillingness of Dr. 
Wang to commit himself in writing to the statement which had 
been given him on behalf of this Government as an expression of this 
Governmenfs understanding of the meaning of the treaty. The text 
of the Legation’s note, as it appeared in the Department’s telegraphic 
instruction, was read to Mr. Sze, and it was explained to him thiKfc 
Dr. Wang had first replied with a note which meant much less thah 
this and later with a note which meant substantially the same but 
which implied dissent from this Government’s statement of its undei% 
standing of the meaning of the treaty. 


Mr. Sze and Mr. Hackworth and Mr. Hornbeck returned to th# 
Secretary’s office and Mr. Sze explained to the Secretary that he did 
not see his way free to go into the matter with his Government, It was 
proposed that Mr. Sze might state to his Government that he had been 
informed that Dr. Wang was not willing to subscribe to this Govern- 
ment’s statement of its understanding and inquire concerning the 
obstacle to his so doing. After some conversation it was decided to let 
the matter stand for further consideration by officers of the Depaxtr 
ment. 

Mr. Sze left with the impression (probably) that he would be in- 
formed concerning the action taken. 

Ifote : Mr. Hornbeck has informed Mr. Sze (7 p. m.) by telephone 
that another telegram had gone forward and, without stating any- 
thing with regard to the nature of the instruction, that it is the hop© 
of the Department that the National Government will realize how 
urgently desirable it is that this matter be brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion with the least possible delay. 

S[TANnEYi K. H[oenbeok] 


Green H. Hackworth, Solicitor of the Department of State. 
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611.9331/136 ; T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Oonsicl at NcmMag {Price) 

Washingtoi?^, February 1, 1^9 — 6 p. m. 

For Perkins : Eef erence to Department’s No. 9, January 7, 6 p. m., 
and Nanking’s J anuary 29, 10 p. m. I desire that, on the basis of our 
note and Wang’s proposal as now reported by you, which diflEer little 
in substance, you endeavor to come to an agreement with W^ang upon 
a mutually acceptable text which will clearly and indisputably 
an understanding that the treaty provides for complete most-favored- 
nation treatment. When such formula has been agreed upon you may 
address a new note to Wang which shall contain the aflBirmation have 
the honor to state that it is the understanding of my Government that” 
et cetera, and shall be concluded have the honor to request an assur- 
ance on your part that this is also the National Government’s under- 
standing” et cetera. Simultaneously Wang should address a note to 
you acknowledging the receipt of this note, quoting it in its entirety, 
and concluding with an assurance on his part that such is the National 
Government’s understanding, et cetera. 

If you can reach an agreement on a text within the next forty-eight 
hours, you should refer it to the Department for approval. If not, 
you should report on situation. If this plan is followed to a successful 
conclusion, you will be expected at the moment of exchanging the notes 
to return to Wang and to have returned to you by Wang the notes 
previously given. 

[Paraphrase.] Wang’s last proposal seems to cover all the Depart- 
ment has asked and, in a last resort, you might adopt it in the note you 
address to him for him to repeat to you. The Department wishes you 
to understand that it seeks, most of all, to have this matter promptly 
and adequately concluded, and the Department does not insist on any 
particular phraseology so long as the adopted formula is comprehen- 
sive, clear and unequivocal in assuring that the interpretation of most- 
favored-nation treatment was intended by and is to be put upon the 
treaty. The above is repeated as No. 45 to the Degation. [End 
paraphrase.] 

TS^ejjuoqq 

611.9331/139 : Megram 

The Consul General at Shanghai {Ounninghama) to the Secretary of 

State 

Shajstghai, February 4, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received February 4 — ^9 : 15 a, m.] 

From Perkins : 

‘‘Department’s February 1, 6 p, m. After conference with Wang 
here this morning we have tentatively agreed, subject to your approval, 
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on the following. Text to be the same as that of our original 
down to hut not including the last clause of the first paragraph. 
place of this clause there will be substituted the following: it bei|^ 
the intention of the contracting parties that in relation to these mattei^ 
there shall be complete, reciprocal, and unequivocal most-faTored- 
nation treatment.’ Balance of note will be the same as our original 
draft and Wang in return will quote our note in its entirety and gim 
assurance asked for. 

If the foregoing is approved, please reply to Shanghai as soon m 
possible definitely authorizing me to sign. Wang will come again^^ ^ 
Shanghai on Thursday the 7th, and we plan to sign on that data 
Repeated to the Legation.” 

Cms'NrNT OTTAif 


611.9331/139 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Sham^gJiai 

(^CwnninghaTYi) 

Wasbccngton’, February 4, 1929 — 2 p. m 
Your February 4, 5 p. m. To Perkins: 

Department now imderstands text of note to read 
[Here follows text of note printed infra.'] 

If above is text Wang has agreed upon. Department approves and 
you are authorized to sign. Effect signature and exchange imme- 
diately if possible.® For your confidential information, there will 
be a Senate hearing on this treaty February 6 and I would like to haYe 
signature take place before that date. Repeat to Peking. 

Eeiicgg 

611.9331/153 ^ 

The Gownselor of the American Legation in China {PerJems) to the 
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {G. T. WangY 

728 Nankin-g, February 6, 1929. 

Exceilencv: Referring to Article I of the treaty signed by Mr. 
T. V. Soong, Minister of Finance, on behalf of the National Govern- 
ment of the Republic of China and Mr. J. V. A. MacMurray, Amer- 
ican Minister to China, on behalf of the United States, at Peking, on 
July 25, 1928, I have the honor to state that it is the understanding 
of my Government that it was, and is, the intention of the High Con- 

*Tlie ConsTil at Nanking in telegram dated February G, reported: ‘From Per- 
kins : Exchange of notes has been effected today in accordance with your Febru- 
ary 4, 2 p. m.” (611.9S31/141) , ^ ^ 

* Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 1919, February 15 ; received March 18, 1929- 
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tracting Parties to agree to the abrogation of certain provisions of 
existing treaties, namely, provisions relating expressly and specifi- 
cally to rates of duty on imports and exports of merchandise, draw- 
backs, transit dues, and tonnage dues in China, and to provide that 
in relation to these matters neither of the High Contracting Parties 
shall in any way discriminate against the other or its nationals or 
articles grown, produced, or manufactured in its territories or im- 
ported or exported by its nationals as compared with treatment ac- 
corded to any other country or its nationals or to articles the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of any other country, it being the intention 
of the Contracting Parties that in relation to these matters there i^all 
be complete, reciprocal, and unequivocal most favored nation treat- 
ment. 

I have the honor to request an assurance on your part that this is 
also the National Government’s understanding of the purport and 
intent of this treaty. 

I avail myself [etc.] MAHnox F. Perkins 


611.9331/153 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (C. T. Wcmg) ta the Coun- 
selor of the American Legation in China (Perhins)^^ 
[Translation] 

660 Nanking, February 6, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
today’s date, reading as follows : 

[Here follows the text of note printed, supraS\ 

I hereby confirm that such is the National Government’s under- 
standing of the purport and intent of this treaty. 

I avail myself [etc.] Ctaa^cmNo T. Wang 


611.9331/143 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MacMwrray^ to the Secretary of State 

PuKiifG, February 13, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received February 13 — 6 : 26 a. m.] 

104. Legation’s telegrams 82, February 1, 8 p. m.,“ paragraph 2, 
respecting the new Chinese tariff j and 98, February 9, 3 p. m.,*’' and 
previous, interpreting article I ojf the Sino-American tariff treaty. 

1. In order to avoid so far as the United States is concerned the 
establishment of a precedent which might prove a source of embar- 

” Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China In his despatch 
No. 1919, February 15 ; received March 18, 1929. 

^Not printed. 
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rassment under different circumstances in tlie future, I v®tvti®ft 
recommend that I be authorized to address to the Minister for For®' ' 
Affairs, on the occasion of the exchange of ratifications of our 
a note recalling that, while by its terms it is to become operative W 
months subsequently to the exchange of ratifications, the exeeutiTi' 
branch in the meantime is not disposed to initiate any protest affainsfe 
the application by China of the new import tariff “ notwithstandii» 
the fact that as regards the United States it has as yet no legal hi^ 
2. llhe representatives of Germany, Great Britain, France ^ 
Japan have no occasion for taking such action since each of %)se 
countries either by the fulfillment of the prescribed procedure or .W 
other formal action has acquiesced in the enforcement of the new 
tariff. Other diplomatic colleagues likewise consider it advisable to 
notify the Chinese Government of the fact that their respective coun- 
tries have adopted ex gratia a passive attitude toward the apphcafiiai 
of the new tariff. 

MacMx]^B4X 

611-9331/148 : Telegram 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {O. T. Wang) to tU 

Secretary of State 

Sbeanghai, February 23, 1929. 

[Received 9:05 a. m.] 

On the occasion of the mutual ratification of the new Sino-Amer- 
ican tariff treaty I have the honor to express the hope that the bond 
of friendship hitherto uniting the two countries will be yet further 
strengthened and that both Governments will be actuated by the same 
spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation in dealing with other 
important questions. 

Cheng Ting Wang 


611.9331/149 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of StaM 

Peking, February 24, 1929 — 3 p. m, 
[Received February 24 — 10: 35 a. m.^^] 
136. 1. Following telegram from Soong, Minister of Finance, was 
received yesterday : 

^ For previous correspondence regarding new Chinese import tariff, see Foreign 
Relations, 1928, voL ii, pp. 370 ff. 

“ Ratifications exchanged at Washington February 20, 1929. 

“Telegram in two sections. 
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“On the occasion of the ratification of tifcie Sino-American tariff 
treaty in Washington I msh to febcitate Your ExceDency for having 
so ably represented your nation in tahing the leadership of recog- 
n izing China’s right to tariff autonomy, andih according formal recog- 
nition to the Nationalist Goveriment. The wisdom of the step is 
today evident, what had been misinterpreted by some in the beginning 
as an empty gesture is now generally admitted to be a bold act of 
statesmanship which has contributed much to the actual and speedy 
accomplishment of China’s tariff autonomy and in placing the rela- 
tions of China with the outside world on a proper basis.” 

I replied 4s follows : 

“February 23rd. I cordially appreciate your very courteous tele- 
gram on the occasion of the exchange of ratifications of the tariff 
treaty. Although you are generous enough to attribute the credit 
to me, I cannot but recall that it was you -vmo perceived the oggont^nlo 
involved, and brought the project into realization. It is gratifying 
to believe that the conclusion of the treaty has been of «fiaW.oT<r«> to 
your Government, and I sincerely hope that the attainments of China’s 
tariff autonomy will contribute to the development of peaceful com- 
mercial intercourse and to the prosperity of tbe Chinese people.” 

MacMobeat 


611.9331/148 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs 

{C. T. Wang) 

Washxnoton, February 25, 1929. 
I have the honor to thank you for your telegraphic message of 
February 23d, referring to the exchange, effected on February 20, 
1929, of ratifications of the treaty signed on July 25, 1928, for the 
regulation of tariff relations between China and the United States. 
The conclusion of this treaty evidences the spirit of friendliness and 
mutual understanding characterizing the relations between our re- 
spective countries, which I hope will be continued. 

Fbank B. KmjLOGQ 


611.9331/149 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Skanghm 

{CwrmingharrC) 

WAsmisTGaKiisr, February 25, 1929 — i p. m. 
For MacMurray: Your 136, February 24, 3 p. m. Department is 
pleased with spirit and substance of Soong’s telegram and your reply 
and is publishing both. You may so inform Nanking officials. 


323423— ~43—“Vol. n— — — 5© 
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The Secretary is replying in 
from Wang. ’ These telegrams being published. 




611.9331/147 : Telegram 


A. 


The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Shanghai 

(Cunninffham) 


If,- 


Washington, March 1, 1929^10 a. 
For MacMurray: Your 133, February 23, 4 p. m.,” paragfapliV 
Kefer to your 82, February 1, 8 p. m.,“ paragraph 2 and Depart 
ment’s 30, January 24, 11 a. m. ag 

It was and is the Department’s view that it would be inexpedi^* 
to make any official protest against the going into effect of the tar^i 
schedule on February 1, and that we should rest content with mainTig^ j 
in advance of the going into effect, the adverse comment upon rates 
which was outlined in Department’s Number 30. The Departm^f 
does not believe that it would best serve our purposes, all factc^' 
being considered, to send now a note such as is suggested in year 


104 . 1 * 

You may, in conversation with Wang and other Chinese offidds, 
stress the fact that, although it might rightfully have done so, yoar 
Government did not choose in this instance, in view of the circum- 
stances, to protest. You may say that it hoped that the Chinese 
would themselves recognize the impropriety of acting in disr^ard 
of the treaty rights, both old and new, of Powers which had diown 
their good will by the signing of the new treaties. You may say 
that, although no foreign government apparently has seen fit to raise 
the issue of legality, nevertheless the Chinese Government’s actitei 
in this matter has created a distinctly unfavorable impression. 

For your information, the view that this would probably be the 
case was imparted here unofficially, in conversations, to the Chinese 
Minister and Dr. Wu,” before February 1st. 

Kminoe 


“Not printed. „„ 

“ Telegram of February IS, from the Minister In China, p. T87. _ 

”Dr. O. C. Wn, Special Eepresentative in the United States of the National 
Government of China. 
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EFFOBTS OF THE UNITED STATES TO MEET SITUATION CBEATED 
by imposition in china op TAXES CONSIDERED UNFAIR TO 
AMERICAN TRADE" 

893.512/899 : X^egram 

TTie Minister in China {MacMurray) to the SeoTetary of State 

Peking, January 3, 1929 — i p* m. 

[Received J anuary 3—3 : 20 p. 

2. liegation’s 828, November 13, 8 p. m “ Department’s 884, Novem- 
ber 15, 1 p. m.®’^ Upon the suggestion of the American Consul Gen- 
eral at Canton, I earnestly recommend that I be authorized to for- 
ward the following note to the Nationalist authorities in Nanking as 
from the Department : 

‘‘Excellency: With reference to my note number 692 of November 
13, 1928, I have the honor by direction of my Government to bring 
to the attention of Your Excellency the following message: 

‘With reference to the illegal seizure and detentions at Canton on 
the part of the local authorities of two American vessels, the property 
of the Standard Oil Company, it is to be noted that although these 
vessels have at last been released, the American company concerned 
was deprived of the use of its property for a period ox two months as 
the result of the arbitrary action of the Canton authorities. Not only 
were the essential rights of the company violated through the seizure 
of the vessels but the Finance Department of the Canton Government 
undertook to try the issues involved and to levy a heavy fine upon the 
company in patent contravention of existing treaties. The attitude 
furthermore of the Cantonese authorities in their unwillingness 
throughout this incident readily to meet and confer with the local 
representative of the American Government contributed in no small 
degree to the protracted delay in the release of the vessels. 

The American Government cannot but record its profound dissatis- 
faction with the action of the Cantonese authorities in this matter, 
and to express hope that the Chinese Government will take effective 
measures to prevent any repetition [of] such an incident.’ ” 

MagMukra? 

893.512/899 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMwrray) 

Washington, January 5, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

8. Tour 2, January 8, 4 p. m. 

1. Draft of proposed note is approved. 

2. The Department’s records do not clearly indicate whether the 
particular taxes involved in this case are paid by virtue of a private 

“ For previous correspondence regarding Chinese taxes, see Foreign Relations, 
1928, vol. n, pp. 494 ft 

"Telegram in two sections. 

Foreign Relations, 1928, vol, n, p. 521. 

p. 622. 
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tax agreement or are paid by the public generally. The Deptijfe^ 
assumes that consular officers are careful to avoid basing the^ 
sentations on the stipulations of private agreements for the payis^ 
of extra treaty taxes. i . 

BjaouiGQ 


893.812/917 

The Mimster in China {MaeMwrro^') to the Consul at Hamho<^ 

(Adams) ** ’ 

Peking, January 10, 1^. 
Sm: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch % 
No. 599, of December 22, 1928,*® concerning the increased tobacco iir 
instituted by the Chinese authorities in Hankow, in which you endtoge 
a copy of a letter received from the Hankow office of the Liggett & 
Myers Tobacco Company (China) Ltd., in which it is alleged t&t 
the competitors of the American company had, in some manner, 
obtained advance notice of the increased tax and had immediate^, 
before its imposition, forwarded large stocks to their dealers, few 
placing the American firm at a serious disadvantage. 

It would appear to the Legation that unless Messrs. Liggett & 
Myers Tobacco Company (China) Ltd., are in a position to 
that their competitors received some form of official notice of 
increased tax, the Consulate General would not be justified in lodg- 
ing a formal protest in the matter. However, in view of feie fact 
that the business of the American firm has been unfairly affected 
by the lack of notice of the imposition of such tax by fee IcM 
authorities, you are authorized, unofficially, to use your good (ffiees 
in tnlHng up the matter with the local authorities pointing out fee 
fact that the imposition of this tax, as at present contemplated^ by 
them, is operating unfairly against the American company. It is 
suggested that, at the same time, you might endeavor informally to 
discuss some means whereby the enforcement of this tax against fee 
products of the American company might be delayed tmtil Messrs. 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company (China) Ltd., ^ve been given a 
fair opportunity to receive sufficient stocks to place them on an equal 
basis with their competitors. 

I am [etc.] J. V. A. MAcMumr 

“Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister In his despatch No. 
1849, January 10; received February 16, 1929. 

“Not printed. 
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611.937/12 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in. China {MacMmray) 

Washington, January 19, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

24. Hankow despatch No. 585, December 5,^* regarding reported 
increases in export and import duties to be effective January 1. 
Werner G. Smith Company, Cleveland, Ohio, has telegraphed De- 
partment of Commerce as follows: 

^^Chinese Government at Hankow very suddenly imposing heavy 
tax on export of China wood oil without due notice. This action 
very unfair to us as American exporters of this commodity as we 
have sold for delivery in this country not calculating tbiQ unfair tax. 
May we suggest that you attempt to influence the Chinese govern- 
ment to postpone this action until we have had a chance to get our 
purchases out of China to cover American sales.” 

Please investigate and if facts warrant it take such action on be- 
half of Smith Company as appears proper and practicable. Keport 
by telegraph facts in case and action taken. 

Elexxogo 


611,937/13 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaeMwrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 21, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Keceived 9 : 08 p. m.®®] 

42. Your 24, January 16 [1^], 9 [d] p. m., received today^ 

1. The Legation was informed by telegraph on January 15 that 
American wood oil firms at Hankow had informed Consulate General 
that beginning on the 16th a local tax of $2 per picul would be imposed 
by the Hankow Surtax Bureau on all exports of wood oil from Han- 
kow. 

2. This telegram was immediately repeated to Perkins in care of 
the Consulate at Nanking with the following comment : 

“The Department has recently instructed the Consul General in 
Shanghai with regard to representations to be made by that office in 
a simSar case regarding importation of Daisy air rifles. Cunningham 
has been telegraphically instructed to repeat to you his telegram to 
the Legation on the subject and my reply embodying the Department’s 
instruction mentioned above. 

Since in the Department’s instruction above referred to Crmning- 
ham was directed to press the Chinese authoriti^ for amrfe notice 
of their intention regarding prohibition of importation of Daisy air 
rifles, it is suggested that you take up the present matter of the tax on 


^^Not printed. 

“ Telegram in two sections. 

** Malilon F. Perkins, Counselor of legation In China. 
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wood oil with Wang and inform him that, apart from any 
of the legality of the tax, we earnestly urge that the tax be at 
postponed in order that sufficient notice of the new levy may he giv^ 
the American exporters concerned to enable them to protect them^lv® 
insofar as concerns their shipments of this commodity already con- 
tracted for before notice was received of the imposition of the tax.” 

3- Additional telegram was received from Adams on January M 
to the effect that he had received official notice through Bureau 
Foreign Affairs that wood oil tax would become effective on 16th but 
that no actual attempt had been made to collect the tax. Thia 
also repeated to Perkins. 

4. The following telegram has been received from Perkins, January; 
18, 4 p. m., Hankow being duly informed by the legation : 

‘‘Wang has inf ormed me that Minister of Finance is issuing of dm ^ 
to cancel export tax on wood oil at Hankow and that collection thereof * 
will not be permitted, such taxation being contrary to policy,” 

MacMubeat 


893 . 512/931 

The Minister in China {MacMnrray) to the Secretary of State 

No, 1906 Peking, February 1, 1929. 

[Received March 18.] 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that, on January 
10th, I was informed by the British Legation that word had been 
received from the British Consul General in Canton to the effect tliat 
the Kwangtung Government intended to put into effect the follo'wliig 
system of consumption taxes in the Canton area: 

Existing Surtax Department will be called Consumption Tax 
Bureau and will levy provincial taxes on all imports ranging from 
2% per cent to lY per cent ad valorem, in addition to new national 
tariff collected by Customs. Provincial tariff will not be ready by 
February 1st, but, pending its enforcement, present surtaxes will con- 
tinue, in addition to new national tariff. 

Stamp taxes on import applications and customs receipts are also 
to be imposed. 

Provincial tariff is stated to be in compensation for likin dues which 
it is hoped to abolish by July, but practical result is that total import 
duties on British goods will greatly exceed published national tariff 
and would seem flagrant violation of assurance given in Annex 3 of 
new British Treaty 

^ O. T. Wang, Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Walter A. Adams, Consul at Hankow. 

Treaty relating to the Chinese customs tariff, etc., signed at Nanking, 30ecm- 
her 20, 1928, with annexes, etc. ; Ijeague of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xo, pp. 337, 
354. 
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The British Consul General stated that he gathered from the press 
that the provincial tarifE described above was in accordance with a 
scheme authorized by the Nanking authorities and may also be applied 
to other provinces. 

This information was repeated to the Consulate General in Canton 
by telegraph, with a request for information on the subject. On 
January Mth Mr. Jenkins informed the [Legation that he believed the 
above report to be correct, but that he hoped to have official confirma- 
tion on the following day. On January 15th, Mr. Jenkins informed 
the Legation that he had been advised by the Commissioner for Foreign 
Affairs that the Provincial Finance Department had under considera- 
tion a scheme of taxation similar to that described by the British 
Consul General, but that no definite action in the matter had been 
taken. 

A summary of this information was repeated to Mr. Perkins in 
Nanking, and, under date of January 19th, he informed the Legation 
that, in a conversation with Dr. C. T. Wang on the 17th, the latter 
professed entire ignorance of the proposed taxation at Canton and 
said that he would have to consult with the Minister of Finance in 
regard to the matter; and that, on the 18th, Wang informed Mr. Per- 
kins that he had made inquiries of Soong who replied that this taxa- 
tion would not go into effect and that the various surtaxes would be 
abolished. Wang made the reservation, however, that the Chinese 
Government might, as it saw fit, impose consumption taxes applying 
to both native and foreign goods without discrimination, and that any 
such measures would have to be carried out by or with the approval 
of the Ministry of Finance, but that he did not know of any plans at 
the present time for levying such taxation. 

This information was repeated to the Consul General at Canton 
and, under date of January 25th, he informed the Legation that the 
Commissioner for Foreign Affairs had just advised him verbally that 
the local authorities had abandoned the proposed consumption tax 
and that likin would continue for the present, as well as the 2^/2 
per cent surtax begun in 1926, but that the latter tax would be collected 
by the maritime customs authorities, presumably as a part of the new 
tariff. He further stated that the Commissioner for Foreign Affairs 
added that the so-called Inland Tax Bureau which supervised the 
collection of the 2% per cent surtax, petroleum tax, and other special 
duties, is to be abolished, and that the Standard Oil Company and 
other oil companies have received official notice that the Oil Tax 
Bureau will be closed on January Blst, but that such companies will 
be expected to pay the special tax on oil imported before that date 
and still in storage. Mr. Jenkins stated that it was evident the local 
government had been forced to abandon its scheme for a provincial 
consumption tax as a result of vigorous pressure from Nanking, and 
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that he was informed confidentially that the local Gommia 
Customs had been instructed to remit all revenues collected to ! 
I have [etc.] J. V. A. Ma 


611.937/13 : Telegram ^ I 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China \M(wMv/n*d^y 

Wasuingtok, February 2, 1929--5 
46. Your 42, January 21, 8 p. m. Department approves basfe of 
representations outlined in paragraph 2. Smith Company rtoi^ 
cable from Hankow on January 29 stating that Adams had beki 
informed by Chinese authorities no instructions regarding cancella- 
tion of tax received from Finance Minister and that tax still in fcm 
Department assumes that you already have this information and 
Perkins has brought it to the notice of Wang. ■ 

'Kmm^ 


893.512/923 : 

TTie Consul at HarMn {Hanson) to the Minister in Ghma) 

{MacMurray)^ 

■' i'M .-i 

No. 1899 Harbin, February 7, JgS^. 

Sir: I have the honor to quote below Customs Notification NC; #3 
issued by the local Commissioner of Customs pn February 1, 1^1: 

^‘The Public is hereby notified that under instructions received from 
.the Inspector General of Customs a Surtax of 2.5% on Native Expbfis, 
of 1.25% on Native Imports and of 2.5% on the Export Duty col- 
lected on Chinese Factory Products will be levied from 1st February, 
1929.” 

Some weeks ago shippers of raw furs from North Manchuria to the 
United States inquired at the Consulate whether it had any news of 
increased Customs duties on exports. The local Commissioner of 
Customs informed me that he had no knowledge of such propo^d 
increase. The Consulate telegraphically requested the Consul Gem- 
eral in Shanghai to send whatever information he had on this subject. 
He replied that the Customs officials at Shanghai knew nothing about 
proposed increases of export duties. The business public here as evi- 
dently elsewhere in China was taken by surprise by the issuance of 
this notification. Japanese merchants were loud in their protests, and 
the Tokyo Government telegraphically instructed the local Japan^e 
Consul General, Mr. M. Yagi, to protest against this surtax. The 
Japanese are especially interested, because they ship immense quahfi- 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Consul at Harbin in his 
No. 4761, February 7 ; received March 5, 1929. 
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ties of beancake to Japan via Suifenho and Vladivostok. The fact 
that this tax was imposed without giving them at least two months 
notice is working a hardship on them. American interests are affected 
by this surtax on furs, about six million American dollars worth of 
which are sent to the United States annually from North Manchuria. 

As the Legation is aware, cargo shipped south, Tmless it is parcel 
post cargo, does not pay any export duty until it reaches Dairen. As 
the Japanese Commissioner of Customs at Dairen has so far refused 
to put this surtax into effect the natural tendency will be for all ship- 
pers of native produce to send their cargo south in order to avoid in 
those cases of eastern shipments paying the surtax at Suifenho, where 
there is a Maritime Customs House. 

Mr. Yagi invited Mr. Grant-Jones, the British Consul, and myself 
for a conference at his house on February 5th to discuss this matter. 
As his Government had intimated that probably the British would 
protest against this surtax as a violation of the spirit of the recent 
Customs agreements, he r^uested the British Consul to join him in a 
protest to the local oflBLcials, and adred my opinion in regard to the 
surtax. I pointed out to him and to my British colleague that I did 
not feel inclined to protest unless there was some discrimination detri- 
mental to American interests. The British Consul stated that his 
Government’s Customs Treaty with China only referred to imports, 
not making any mention of exports. Therefore he could not lodge a 
protest without instructions from his Legation, which he promised to 
secure. Out of courtesy to my Japanese colleague I informed him 
that I would also refer the matter to my Legation. This I did in my 
telegram dated February 5th, ^ P. M. on this subject. 

Local businessmen feel that if without notice a surtax of 2%% can 
be placed on native goods today then perhaps tomorrow without notice 
a surtax of 10, or 20, or more per cent may also be placed on native 
exports. 

The above is not the first case of cooperation between the Japa- 
nese Consul General and the British Consul which has come to my 
notice. Some time ago Mr. Grant-Jones informed me that he had 
been instructed by his Legation to cooperate with the Japanese Con- 
sul Greneral in connection with the matter of the registration of land 
leases at Harbin. So it would appear that both the Japanese Consul 
General and the British Consul have been instructed by their respec- 
tive Governments to work in cooperation. 

There is enclosed herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Jacques 
Klemantaski, the Distributor of the John N. Willys Export Cor- 
poration, American, dated January 30th,®^ in which he states that he 
paid a total of L$12, including the new parcel post tax for which no 

“ Not printed. 
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receipt was given, on a parcel of spare parts for automobiles 
in the United States valued at Ij$ 60. This means a tax of 20% ^ 
addition to the 5% import duty at Dairen. 

I have [etc.] G. C. 

893.512/938 

TJi^ Consul at Mukden (Myers) to the Minister m Ohma 
(MacMurray)^^ 

No. 189 Mukdedst, February 21, 1929^ 

Sir: Having reference to the Legation’s telegraphic instruction of 
February 7th authorizing this office to protest against the confiscation 
by Chinese Authorities of oil, the property of American companies I 
have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of my despatch of Febra- 
ary 8th, addressed to the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs,®^ in which 
a protest was lodged against the confiscation of the stocks of The 
Texas Company at Tiehling. The circumstances of the case are out- 
lined in the company’s letter of February 6th, a copy of which is also 
enclosed.^® No answer to my letter has thus far been received. 

The threatened confiscation of stocks at Shanchengtzu and Liao- 
yang has not been carried out and consequently this office has not 
written about these cases. It is understood that at Liaoyang the 
agents of the various companies paid the tax on the stocks in their 
possession while at Shanchengtzu their godowns have been sealed in 
lieu of payment. 

At that time, it may be added, I strongly recommended the Amer- 
ican companies to report confiscations and threatened confiscations to 
their head offices at Shanghai with a view to their securing the aid 
of the Nanking Government in preventing further seizures and in 
reaching a settlement in regard to the collection of the tax on stocks 
in the interior. This was done but to date no settlement of the mat- 
ter has been reached and the $1.00 per case tax is still in force. I am 
informed that the Special Kerosene Tax Bureau advised the com- 
panies a few days ago that negotiations are now taking place be- 
tween the Nanking and Mukden Governments and pending a settle- 
ment the tax will have to remain in force. It is thought that both 
the amount of the customs collections on kerosene oil and gasoliiie 
which is to be handed over by the Nanking Government to the Muk- 
den Government in lieu of the tax and the collection of the tax on 
stocks imported prior to February 1st, the date of the going into 
effect of the new import tariff, are the matters now under discussion 
at Nanking and Shanghai. 

*“Copy transmitted to tne Department without covering despatch; received 
April ly lQ2d. 

** Kot printed. 
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Confidentially it has been learned that the Nanking Government 
has agreed to make a duty refund of $0.35 per ca^ to the companies 
on all kerosene and gasoline imported by them into the Three Eastern 
Provinces and that it has offered the Mukden Government $0.40 per 
case in lieu of the present $1.00 tax. There is reason to believe that 
the early withdrawal of the $1.00 tax is expected. 

Further developments will be reported as they occur. 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mxxas 


893.512/946 

The Consul at Tsingtao {Dorsey) to the Minister in China 

{MaoMurrayY*‘ 

No. 276 Tsinotao, February 21, 1929. 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Consulate’s despatch No. 276 
of February 16, 1929,®® concerning the opposition to the Chinese Cus- 
toms Surtaxes by the local Japanese authorities. 

It was reported therein how, pending negotiations between the Jap- 
anese and Chinese Governments for the solution of the question, the 
Commissioner of Customs was prepared to concede to foreign mer- 
chants of all nationalities the same treatment in respect of these sur- 
taxes that the Japanese authorities had forced upon him for Japanese 
subjects, and that his decision had been submitted to the Injector 
General of Customs for approval. 

In a reply dated February 18, 1929, the Inspector General instructed 
the Commissioner of Customs that merchants of other than Japanese 
nationality were not to be accorded the privilege of paying on deposit 
during the period of negotiation but that all surtaxes collected from 
t.hftTn were to be paid direct into revenues and not subject to refund in 
any event. The Commissioner of Customs was not advised as to the 
reasons for this attitude, but whatever shaped it the fact remains that, 
temporarily at least, all exports to America or elsewhere by J apanese 
will enjoy preferential treatment to the extent of 2^ per cent. 

It is believed in commercial circles that Japan’s drastic action in 
the matter was prompted largely through the concern of J apanese ex- 
porters as to forward contracts which had been entered into without 
regard to the additional 2^ per cent surtax impo^d with so little 
advance notice. It is felt by the Commissioner of Customs that if 
the Chinese Government yields at all in the matter it will be along 
the line conceding refunds of deposits made where it can be established 

** Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 1965, March 12 ; received AprU 15, 1929. 

“ Not printed. 
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that contracts had been actually entered into prior to the pr omn^ 
tion of the order applying the surtax at Tsingtao. 

The Commissioner of Customs is prepared to seek to obtain 
the Inspector General an order that all merchandise contracted 
export prior to the date of the promulgation of the surtax should he 
entirely exempt from its operation. This the Legation -will recall was 
the procedure followed in Tientsin in September, 1928, when the fe- 
taxes were first applied there, the American Consulate General, upon 
representations as to hardship made by interested American 
using its good offices with the Customs Surtax Bureau to secure artn^ 
exemption which was eventually conceded. 

The Japanese authorities in Tientsin raised no objection to tlus 
procedure and to my knowledge no formal protest was ever mqde by 
the Japanese Consul General there to either the surtaxes and luxt^ 
taxes on imports or to those imposed on e^orts and coast trade, h<^ 
of which latter, it is understood, were not abolished in Tientsin wiffi 
the coming into force of the new Chinese Import Tariff. 

I therefore see no good reason why, if it is represented to the Con- 
sulate that American interests would suffer otherwise, good crfBcp 
should not be used with the Commissioner of Customs to encourap 
him to seek an exemption to the extent indicated above. This, it 1? 
submitted, could in no wise be construed as taking advantage of an 
exemption due to the presence of the armed forces of any nation. 

Of course the only way to secure full and certain equality of treat 
ment would be through representations to the Chinese Government 
based on discrimination against which Americans were assured m 
the treaty of July 25, 1928,*® when the principle of tariff autonomy 
was recognized by the United States but conditioned upon eqnal 
treatment in the application of duties. In the Consulate’s opinion, a 
protest so premised would be entirely justified, but, in view of the, 
attitude of the Department towards benefits created by and based upon 
the presence of armed forces of other foreign countries (telegram to 
Legation of May 29, 1928, 1 P. M.®^) the Consulate refrains from 
action on that ground pending the Legation’s instruction as to whether 
such representations are desirable and if so whether they should he 
made by tiie Consulate to the local Commissioner of Customs, <» 
whether the Legation will put them forward to Nanking direct. 

This is believed to be the first instance where the question of dis- 
crimination under the new customs treaty has arisen and it will he 
interesting to know whether the circumstances surrounding this 
sode are considered a sufficient justification for C hin a’s seeming show 

"J'oreififa JSetoiiorM, 1928, voL n, P- 475. 

?’No. 173, iMd., p. 604. 
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of bad faith in disregarding its undertakings for most favored nation 
treatment under the first of its new era p/nga-gemp-nts^ 

The Liegation’s views and instructions in the matter will be awaited 
with interest. 

I have [etc,] Boi xbb i ok Dobskt 

893.512/986 

T7ie Consvi at Sorbin (jSanscrC) to the Mirdeter ^ OhMna 

{MaoMy/irray) 

No. 1920 Habbin, March 1, 1929. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to my de^atch No. 1858, dated 
December 18, 1928,^ on the subject of a new tax on foreign goods in 
Heilungchiang Province, and to report that under date of December 14, 
1928, after much correspondence with the provincial authorities at 
Tsitsikar, I quoted to the Civil Governor Article XI of the Treaty 
of Commerce and Navigation entered into between China aTi<l Japan 
in the year 1896,^ which states that after the payment of transit dues 
goods should be exempted from all further inland charge whatsoever, 
and Article III of the Commercial Treaty of 1908 entered into between 
China and the United States referring to the favored nations clause. 
Under date of February 14, 1929, the Civil Governor replied stating 
that once the destination of the goods is reached the transit passes 
become null and void, and the destination and consumption and sales 
taxes must be paid as well. A copy, in translation, of this letter is 
enclosed herewith.^ 

The agents of the Standard Oil Company of New York up-country 
are paying this tax and charging the consumer with the same in 
increased prices on oil. At some places a less percentage is paid than 
at others, the price upon which the tax is based varies, and the taxes 
are collected on sales at the end of the month or on anticipated sal^ 
at the beginning of the month. The threat to collect a D$l.-tax on 
each case of oil has not been carried out. 

In the face of the determination of the provincial authorities to col- 
lect these consumption and sales taxes it would appear useless to pro- 
test against their levying the same. It can only be hoped that the 
Nationalist Government, which has insisted upon levying increased 
Maritime Customs import charges will some day be in the position to 
prevent the levying of these exorbitant local import taxes. 

I have [etc.] G. C. Hanson 

Copy transmitted to the Department hy the Consul at Ebirhin in his despatch 
No. 4771, March 1 ; received March 26, 1929. 

’“Not printed. 

"Signed at Peking, July 21, 1896; British and Foreign State Papers, vol. 
i xxxviJi , p. 473. 

" Signed at Shanghai, October 8, 1903 ; Foreign Relations, 1903, p. ftt. 
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693,9431/29 

The O onsul at Mv^den {Myers) to the Minister im, China 
{MacMwrray)^^ 

No- 192 Mttkdbn, Marcli 8, 1929 . 

Sir: As of possible interest, I have the honor to report upon Ihe 
Japanese attitude toward the application of the new import tariff 
and export surtaxes at Antung and the provisional arrang^^ts 
which have been made for the collection of duties from Japanese sub- 
jects at that port. 

In the Sino- Japanese "Agreement concerning special duty reduction 
treatment of goods imported into Manchuria from or through Chosen, 
and exported from Manchuria to or through Chosen, by rail via An- 
tung”, of May 29, 1913,^^ it was provided that both export and import 
duties shall be levied at two-thirds of the Maritime Customs duty 
rates. It has been learned that when the new import tariff went into 
effect at Antung on February 1, 1929, the Commissioner of Customs at 
that port, a Japanese, was verbally informed by the Japanese Consul 
that under instructions from his Government the cancellation of the 
special duty reduction would be resisted and that the branch CustoiDs 
Examination shed at the South Manchuria Bailway station, Antung, 
would be closed if an attempt were made to collect the full duty. 
attitude on the part of the Japanese Government elicited an instruc- 
tion from the Inspector General at Shanghai allowing, for the time 
being, the special reduction on the old tariff rates but ordering the col- 
lection of the additional duties in full, an arrangement which appar- 
ently was acceptable to the Japanese Government. A similar instruc- 
tion was also sent to the Customs Houses along the northern frontier of 
Korea, namely Eungchingtsun and Hunchun. 

On February 25th in accordance with instructions from the In- 
spectorate General a notification was issued by the Custom House at 
Antung cancelling the reduction as from February 26th but the Jap- 
anese protests, and possibly threats, that followed had the desired effect. 
The Manchuria DaUy News of March 1st reported that Commissioner 
of Customs Fukumoto called on Consul Okada this morning to inform 
him that a telegram had been received from the Inspectorate General 
again postponing the withdrawal of the special duty reduction. 

According to The Manchuria Daily News of February 26, 1929, the 
Japanese protest which was filed at the Mukden Foreign Office by 
Consul General Hayashi is based on the ground that the proposed 
cancellation of the duty reduction is in violation of the agreement 

"Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; received 
March 30, 1929. 

" China, Imperial Maritime Customs, Treaties^ Conventions^ etc,. Between Vnwa 
(m<? (Shanghai, 1917), vol. II, p. 775. 



CHINIA. 


803 


of May 29, 1913, mentioned above, and of tbe oflBicial memorandum 
exchanged between J apan and China relative to the one- third Customs 
duty reduction on the Chientao frontier, signed on May 3, 1919, It 
was also reported in this issue that the reduction was abolidied on 
February 25th at the ports on the Chientao frontier, namely, Lung- 
chingtsun and Hunchun, but no confirmation of this has been seen. 

In view of the recognition of the principle of uniform customs 
duties on all land and maritime frontiers by Japan in the Treaty be- 
tween the United States of America, Belgium, the British Empire, 
China, France, Italy, J apan, the Netherlands and Portugal relating to 
the Chinese Customs Tariff, signed at Washington on February 6, 
1922,^ the Japanese appear to be endeavoring to force the Chinese to 
negotiate for the abolition of existing agreements providing for the 
special tariff reduction before giving effect to the above. In fact, the 
Japanese press of Japan have warned Japanese exporters that the 
preferential tariff is bound to be abolished “after reasonable negotia- 
tions in accordance with the Wa^ington Conference.” 

The cancellation of this reduction will probably greatly decrease 
shipments of Japanese cotton goods to central and northern Man- 
churia via the Chosen rail route unless, of course, the Chosen Govern- 
ment railways reduce freight rates proportionately. The Manchwia 
Daily News recently reported that for cotton goods from Osaka des- 
tined to Mukden the rail route with the duty reduction was about 
Yen 1.10 per bale cheaper than the sea route via Dairen but that the 
tables would be turned were the reduction abolished. It was pointed 
out that the loss of this freight would mean a reduction in freight 
receipts of the Chosen Government railways between Yen 4fi0,000 
and 500,000. The trade most affected by the abolition' of the special 
tariff treatment would be exports of millet to Chosen which annually 
amount to about U.S. $20,000,000. Millet, it may be added, is im- 
ported into Chosen for food purposes, as a result of whidh large 
quantities of rice are released for exportation to Japan. In passing, 
it may be mentioned that the Japanese Chambers of Commerce at all 
the principal cities in Manchuria have filed strong petitions with 
their Government protesting against the proposed cancellation of this 
special duty reduction. 

The following export surtaxes were to have been put into effect at 
Antung on February 16th : 

Classes of Duty Amount of Surtax 

Export Duty 2. 5 % 

Coast Trade Dues 1. 25% 

Difty on Foreign-style machine made goods 2. 5 % 

" Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, p. 282. 
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At Dairen these surtaxes were to have been imposed on and 
February 4, 1929, but due to the opposition of the Japanese Goj. 
eminent they were withdrawn. Their imposition at Antung 
also opposed under instructions from Tokyo, the nature of 
according to The Manchuria Daily News (issue of February liQi) 
was as follows : — 

^^The Tokyo Government has regarded from the outset the new 
Export Surtaxes as an unlawful levy, and is, under such convictlcm 
negotiating with the Nanking Government. ’ 

‘^The Northeastern Four Provinces being peculiarly related to 
Japan the new surtaxes shall be resisted by force if necessary.” 

It was reported that the Japanese Consul at Antung inf ormed the 
Chinese Authorities that Japanese exporters of Chinese produce 
would not pay these surtaxes on rail borne cargo and threatened to 
send such cargo through without Customs examination if necessary. 
Under the arrangement eventually arrived at, bona fide Japans 
and Korean merchants do not pay these surtaxes on rail borne cgurgo, 
the regular export tariff duties (less the special deduction) being 
accepted by the Customs under protest. This arrangement does mot 
apply to other nationalities nor to cargo exported by steamer. It 
has been learned that the export documents covering such cargo are 
chopped by the Bank of Chosen, possibly as a guarantee of the bona 
fide character of the exporter. It may be added that the export 
trade with Korea is almost entirely in the hands of Japanese and 
Korean merchants. ^ 

In this connection it may be mentioned that the Japanese mer- 
chants at Newchwang have also petitioned their Government to per- 
mit Japanese owned exports to be shipped from that port without 
payment of the surtaxes, in accordance with the precedent established 
at Antung. This port, now ice bound, will not be open before about 
the end of March and apparently no action on the petition has thus 
far been taken, 

I have [etc.] M. S. Myers 

893 . 512/946 

The Minister in China (MacMurray) to the Consul at Tsmgtao 

{Dorsey)^^ 

Peking, March 12, 1929. 

Sir: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No, 
275, of February 15, 1929,^® and No. 276, of February 21, 1929, in 

" Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 1965, 
March 12 ; received April 15, 1929. 

Not printed. 
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regard to existing discrimination against American interests in the 
collection of customs surtaxes at Tsingtao. 

You should make a formal protest to the local authorities against 
the non-payment by the Japanese of this surtax, which constitutes 
a discrimination against Am erican interests, and at the same time 
you are authorized to use your good offices with the Customs Surtax 
Bureau to the end that all merchandise contracted for by American 
interests for export prior to the date of the promulgation of the 
surtaxes should be exempted from its operation. 

I am [etc.] j. v. A. MaoMxtkrat 

611.937/21 

TTie GonsvZ G-erherdL at Sankow (^Loehhart) to the MinisteT i7i ChMia 

{MacMurray)*^ 

No.f 670 Haxxow, April 1, 1920. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to my telegram ITo. 26, March 28, 
3 p. m.,^® reporting further developments on the wood oil tax question 
at Hankow and to enclose herewith copy of a letter, addressed to me 
under date of March 28, 1929, by Mr. O. E. Vongehr of McKesson 
and Bobbins, enclosing notices received by him from the Wood Oil 
Export Special Tax Bureau,^® It will be observed that in the last 
paragraph of the tax bureau’s letter of March 27 a threat to fine the 
company is made and that a peremptory demand for a reply in two 
days is communicated. 

I regret that this Consulate General has not been able to be of any 
assistance to American wood oil exporters in connection with this 
controversy beyond that which is represented by an exchange of 
telegrams between this office and the Legation. The local authorities, 
as in other matters, are completely ignoring the instructions of the 
Nanking Government and are bringing every possible pressure to 
bear on local exporters of wood oil to pay the special tax on all 
shipments of that product. While some foreign firms have appar- 
ently evaded the payment of the tax by private arrangements, it 
seems clear that this situation will soon cease to exist and that a 
general payment of the tax will be forced unless there is a change 
in the local government in the near future. 

Inasmuch as wood oil is a speculative product and in many cases is 
sold under future contracts, the imposition of a special tax is par- 
ticularly burdensome and often wipes out the small profits that 

^ Copy transmitted to the Bepartment by the Consul General at Hankow in his 
despatch No. 1060, April 1 ; received May 13, 1929. 

"Not found in Bepartment files. 

"Enclosures not printed. 
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might accrue under the regular tax rates. In addition the evaaon of 
payment of the tax by some exporters mid its payment by otbers 
adds confusion to a sensitive price market and the net result is that 
the trade is extremely timid and is finding itself under increasing 
handicaps in conducting its business. 

As suggested in the Legation’s telegram No. 18 of March ^ 
6 p. m., '‘® the Consulate General will continue its efforts with the loea 
authorities with a view to having the tax abolished. 

I have [etc.] F. P. IiOokh^ 


693.003/902 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMuTray) to the Secretary of "^tate 

Pekxng, April 15, 1929—10 p: m. 

[Received April 15 — 9 : 30 p. mJ^] 

283. 1. Prom consular reports received from Shantung and fr(iia 

various parts of Manchuria it has become clear that the Chinese 
authorities, as a result of official or at least semi-official Japane^ 
protests, have made arrangements whereby Japanese nationals and 
their goods are accorded special treatment insofar as concerns the 
imposition of export surtaxes. While I do not consider it advisable 
to protest the imposition of such surtaxes, as has been done by the 
Japanese authorities, I am of the opinion [that, unless 1] the mat- 
ter is brought officially to the attention of the Chinese Government, 
there may be created a dangerous precedent whereby it might be 
interpreted at some future date that the American Government had 
acquiesced in discriminatory treatment affecting its nationals and 
their merchandise. 

2. I therefore [propose?] addressing a note in the follo'wing 
terms to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Nanking : 

[For the text of note as sent, see page 810.] 

3. The Department’s authorization is respectfully requested. 

MaoMubrat 


693,9431/30 

The ConsyH at Muhden {Myers) to the Minister in China 
{MacMurray)^^ 

No. 209 Mukden, April 17, 1929. 

Sir : With reference to my despatch No. 192, of March 5, 1929, 
regarding the special duty reduction treatment and export surtaxes 

®®Not found in Department flies. 

‘^Telegram in flve sections. / , 

®*Copy transmitted to the Department without covering despatch; receivea 
May 11, 1929. 
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at Antung and to my political review for March, dated April 13, 
1929, ** in which reference was made to the Japanese attitude toward 
the export surtaxes at Newchwang, I have the honor to state that 
the export surtaxes are not being paid by Japanese shippers at 
Newchwang. Privately I have learned that as a result of the Jap- 
anese Government’s objection to these surtaxes the Customs accept 
from Japanese exporters the export duty only and stamp all docu" 
ments issued to them ‘‘Document issued under protest”. It is under- 
stood that the Japanese Consulate, Newchwang, oJEcially notified 
the Co mmi ssioner of Customs that unless the Customs accepted the 
regular export duty only from Japanese exporters Japanese steam- 
ers would be cleared without Customs nonobjection papers. The 
above is the same arrangement as obtains at Antung. 

All other exporters pay the surtaxes in accordance with an ar- 
rangement forced on the Customs by the Superintendent of Customs 
and the Chinese merchants whereby the amount of the surtaxes is 
deposited to the joint account of the Superintendent and the Com- 
missioner of Customs pending the decision of the Central and Muk- 
den Governments concerning the imposition of these additional du- 
ties. As long as the Japanese Government maintains the present 
attitude toward these surtaxes their enforcement against Clippers 
of other nationalities would be discriminatory and therefore objec- 
tionable. Consequently, it is believed that their cancellation is to 
be expected until such time as their payment is CTLforceable against 
all shippers. 

It may be added that although there are no American shippers 
through the port of Newchwang shipments are sent through that 
port to the United States by exporters of other nationalities. 

I have [etc.] M. S. Mxbes 


693.008/902 : telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMurray) 

Washixgtok, April 20, 1929 — 5 p.m. 
131. Your 283, April 15, 10 p.m., paragraph 3. You may send note 
as drafted with following changes : ** Omit portion beginning “Both 


“ Latter not printed. 

“These changes apply to the final paragraph of the note, the text of which 
was transmitted to the Department in the Minister’s telegram No. 283, April 15 ; 
the paragraph reads as foUows : “Both of these instances of discrimination cited 
Tour Excellency will, I am confident, recognize as very clearly in contravention 
of the provisions relating to non-discriminatory treatment contained in the Sino- 
American treaty of July 25, 1928, and of the more precise understanding with 
regard to Article number I of the treaty set forth in the exchange of notes of 
February 6, 1929. I shall not hesitate therefore to ask that Tour Excellency’s 
Government will investigate”, etc. For the exchange of notes under reference 
signed February 6, 1929, see pp. 7^ and 787. 
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of these instances” and ending “notes of February 6, 1929”. . 
the words thereafter as follows: “I have the honor therefore, 
instructions from my Government, to ask that Your ~ 
Government investigate” etc. 


611.93T/22 

Minister in CMna {MacMurray) to the Consul Gen&rol ^ 
HanJcow {Lodk^rty^ 

Peking, April 2?, :^92f ' 

Sir: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch Nio, 
681, of April 11, 1929,“ in which you bring to the attention of ^ 
Legation a statement of Messrs. Werner G. Smith Company, an 
American firm, to the effect that they paid out as special taxes on 
wood oil, from February 9, 1929, to March 18, 1929, the sum of $46,- 
093.94. You suggest that, inasmuch as the Minister of Finance had 
issued orders canceling the special export tax on wood oil at Hankow, 
the Legation may wish to consider the question of entering into uegos- 
tiations with the National Government for the refunding of the above- 
mentioned amount to Messrs. Werner G. Smith Company. Yon fur- 
ther enclose copy of an enclosure to a letter from Messrs. Werner G. 
Smith Company dated April 8, 1929, to your office, listing the date® on 
which these taxes were paid and the various amounts paid by the 
company on the dates indicated. 

After a careful consideration of the matter, the Legation is not 
inclined to think that there is any likelihood that the National Gov- 
emment would refund the amount in question to the Werner G. Smiffi 
Company, a course which would obviously involve a similar refund of 
all amoimts collected through the special export tax on wood oH. In 
the absence of discrimination against the American firm, the Legatitm 
is, furthermore, not of the opinion that the facts of the case woujd 
justify the filing of a diplomatic claim. In the event,' however, that 
the company desires to lodge such a claim, the Legation will be glad 
to submit it in the usual manner to the Department of State for 
consideration. 

I am [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMurkat 

" Copy transmitted to the Department ■without covering despatch ; received 
May 26, 1929. 

"Not printed. 
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893.512/960 

Hivnister in GThind {MdcHfuTrcLy) to tThe Oons^ GenerdL ai 
Tientsin {Oauss)^'^ 


PuKiKa, April 26, 1929. 

SiRT I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
April 22, 1929,®® in which you inform the Legation that by a notifica- 
tion issued March 20th, the Revenue Stamps Tax Rureau at Tientsin, 
operating through the Customs Rank, has imposed certain stamp taxes 
on goods imported from Shanghai under “Exemption Certificates,” 
and that you have received a protest from tiie American Chamber 
of Commerce in regard to such imposition. You request instruc- 
tions with regard to the action to be taken concerning these new stomp 
taxes. 

The Legation is of the opinion that, in the absence of some dis- 
criminatory feature, either in the imposition of such taxes or their 
collection, the Consulate General should take no action in the matter, 
at least for the time being. In the event that there appear to be any 
discriminatory features in the taxes, you are authorized to prote^ 
their imposition on such grounds. 

I am [etc.] J. V. A. MagMxtkbat 


693.003/908 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Ifo. 2066 Peking, April 80, 1929. 

[Received June 10.] 

Sir: With reference to the Department’s telegraphic instruction 
No. 131, of April 20, 5 p. m., I have the honor to enclose a copy of a 
note, No. 767, of April 30th, which was addressed by this Mission 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the National Government at 
Nanking, with regard to discriminatory practices against American 
nationals and their goods in the collection by the Chinese customs 
authorities of certain surtaxes. 

The Department’s attention is respectfully invited to page four, 
line three, of this note, in which the following appears : 

“During March when steamer traffic was resumed this arrmgement 
was extended to cargo exported in vessels by Japanese subjects.” 

This statement was included in the note as a result of information 
received subsequently to the despatch of the Legation’s telegram No. 
283, of April 15, 10 p. m. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMtjrrat 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2058, 
April 26; received June 10, 1929. 

^Not printed. 
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The Afnherican Minister {MacMurray) to the Chinese Minister f&r 
Foreign Adairs (O. T. Wang) 

No. 757 Peking, April 30, 1920. 

ExcEMiENcr: I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
reports have recently been submitted to me by American consute 
officers in China with regard to the application of the Chih^ 
Customs tariff from which it appears that, in the collection of duties 
at certain ports, the Chinese Customs Administration is discriia- 
inating against American nationals in contravention of the provisions 
of the Sino-American Treaty of July 25, 1928. 

The American Consul at Tsingtao has informed me that the Com- 
missioner of Customs at that port, in Customs Notification No. 200, 
of February 9, 1929, announced the imposition, as from February 10, 
1929, of surtaxes upon native exports and native imports of 2% 
per cent and 1% per cent respectively. It appears that, in the col- 
lection of these surtaxes, preferential treatment was granted to 
Japanese nationals in that they were not compelled to pay th^ 
directly and unconditionally into the revenues of the Chinese Mari- 
time Customs, but were permitted to make deposit in a special ac- 
count with the Customs bank pending action upon a protest which 
had been made by the Japanese authorities that the collection of 
these surtaxes was illegal. A similar privilege was in the mean- 
time denied to American nationals, who are at the present time 
compelled to pay these surtaxes directly into the Customs revenues, 
*I am informed furthermore that the Commissioner of Customs at 
Tsingtao is acting in this matter under the specific instructions of 
thfe Inspector General of Customs, who, on Februaiy 18, 1929, 
directed the Commissioner that merchants of other than Japanese 
nationality were not to be accorded the privilege of paying on de- 
posit during the period of negotiation, and that all surtaxes collected 
from those of other nationalities were to be paid into ordinary 
revenues and not into a suspense account with a view to possible 
eventual refund. 

A further instance of discrimination in the collection of Customs 
duties has been reported to me by the American Consul at Mukden, 
who states that surtaxes similar to those imposed at Tsingtao were to 
have been imposed at Antung and other ports on the Korean border 
on February 16, 1929. In consequence of a protest from the Japanese 
authorities, the collection of the surtaxes was postponed; but a 
working arrangement was finally reached whereby bona fide Japa- 
nese and Korean merchants were not to pay these surtaxes upon 
rail-bome cargo. During March when steamer traffic was resiime<^,, 
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this arraiig6nieiit was Gxtencled. to cargo exported, in vessels by 
Japanese subjects. 

I have tbe honor, therefore, under instructions from my Govern- 
ment, to ask Your Excellency’s Government to investigate these dis- 
criminatory practices, with a view to their discontinuance, if stiU 
found in effect, and to the satisfaction of any well-founded com- 
plaints which American nationals may have to bring in f-hig relation. 
I am also directed by my Government to express the ^ope tiiat 
Your Excellency’s Government may also see its way to issue such 
instructions to the Chinese Customs Administration as may olmate 
the possibility of similar instances of discrimination arising in the 
future. 

I avail myself [etc.] J. Y. A. MaoMxjbrax 


611 . 937/20 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaoMv/rray) 

No. 1223 Washington, May 18, 1929. 

Sir: Eeferring to the Department’s telegraphic instruction No. 24 
of January 19, 6 p. m., and subsequent correspondence regarding the 
imposition of a tax of $2.00 Mex. per picul on wood oil exported 
from Hankow, the Department transmits herewith a copy of a letter 
dated May 11, 1929, dErom the Werner G. Smith Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio,**® showing that that company has paid this tax in the sum of 
$46,093.94 and stating that it believes this amount should be refunded. 
This letter is transmitted for such action in the premises as you may 
consider warranted and advisable in the light of the information 
which you have concerning this tax, which, you will note, the Werner 
G. Smith Company states is no longer in effect. 

A copy of the Department’s reply to the Werner G. Smith Company 
is transmitted herewith.**® You will inform the Department of any 
action which you may take in reference to the company’s request. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

NxLSON TRUSUER JoBO!7SON 


893 . 512/972 

The Consul G-enerdl at Tientsin {GofUjSS^ to the Minuter in China 

(^MaoMurray)^ 

Tjbntsin, June 20, 1929. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose copy of two letters addressed to 
me as Senior Consul by the Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce,®® 

I7ot urluteU. 

•" Copy transmitted to tie Department by tbe Consnl General at Tientsin In his 
despatch No. 1649, June 20 ; received Jnly 18, 1929. 
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in reference to the recent action of the Hopei (Chihli) proTOnm^f 
government in ordering a 30% increase in liMn (Consolidated 
Tax) rates in this Province. 

The Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce stresses Ihe poiat ; 
that China has undertaken to take steps to abolish Ukin and int ern^) 
taxation, but, in the face of such undertaking, now increases Ike likj® 
tax in this Province. 

The reply which would naturally follow to this protest is Ikati 
the foreign merchant may avoid the payment of likin by emplo ying 
the transit pass system ; but it is a fact that the transit pass 
inward and outward, is rapidly falling into disuse because of. .the 
constant effort of the tax authorities to break it down by attemptii^ 
to charge irregularities between the pass and the goods with a view 
to imposing fines or attempting confiscation. 

The Consular Body at a meeting held on June 18th decided that 
the protest of the Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce shoifid 
be brought to the attention of the Foreign Ministers for their in- 
formation and consideration, the opinion being expressed that the 
Ministers should be currently informed of such violations by pro- 
vincial authorities of the undertakings of the national govenmmi,. 

A despatch is being forwarded to the Senior Minister enclos^ 
copies of the letters from the Tientsin General Chamber of Comm^ce. 

I have [etc.] C. E. Gauss 


611.937/23 : Telegram 

TJie Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, June 27, 1929^ — 11 a- flt 
[Eeceived June 27 — 9 : 40 a. jn.] 
615, Department’s mail instruction Noi 1223, May 18th. In view 
of Legation’s instruction of April 22nd to Hankow, copies of which 
were forwarded to the Department without covering despatch April 
28th, is it desired that the Legation take any action at this juncture! 

For the Minister : 

Hewss 


611.937/23 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMurray) 

Washington, July 1, 1929 — ^7p. m. 
221. Your 515, June 27, 11 a. m. Department believes that it wotild 
be well to instruct Consul General at Hankow, if he considers such 
action advisable, to take up matter with local authorities and attempt 
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to effect local settlement. In the meantime company may consider 
it desirably to prepare formal diplomatic claim as suggested in your 
instruction of April 22 to Hankow. Report developments. 

Stimson 


611.937/24 : Telegram 

TAe Minister in OMna {MoxiMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 

Pekino, July 12, — 8 p. m. 

[Received July 12—2 : 30 p. ni.“3 

564. Department’s 221, July 1, 7 p. m. 

1. Following from Hankow: 

“July 10, 10 a. m. Nanking authorities have instructed Customs 
to collect special tax of $1 per ton on wood oil stored by Werner G. 
Smith Company, an American concern, in storage tanks of Standard 
Oil Company here. Tax not being collected from other concer^ ^d 
is purely discriminatory. Chinese concern immediately adjoining 
Standard Oil Company tanks is not paying tax. Smith Company 
notified by Customs i£ taxes not paid by July 15th permission to 
store wood oil in Standard Oil Company tanks will be canceled. I 
suggest advisability of Legation requesting Na nkin g Government can- 
cel tax immediately on the basis of discrimination against American 
company.” 

2. Above repeated to Nanking with following instruction: 

“Similar tax was subject of negotiations by Perkins in Nan^g in 
January of this year and was eventually aboli^ed in April f^owuag 
representations made by Lockhart to T. V. Soong,°® then m Hankow. 
Renewal of tax is reported as directly discriminatory against Amen- 
can firm and you should accordingly on my behalf regi^r ^phatic 
protest with Ministry of Foreign Affairs and urge that Ministry 
of Finance issue immediately instructions for cancellation of tax. 
Reply by telegraph.’’ 

MaoMtjeray 


611.937/25 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MaoMurray) to the Secretary of Staie 

July 23, 1929 — ^10 p. m. 
[[Received July 23 — ^12 1 20 p. m.] 

617. My 564, July 12, 3 p.m. . 

1. In answer to my personal representations on July ISth Mm^r 
for Foreign Affairs assured me of his immediate attention to the 
matter of discrimination against Werner G. Smith Company but no 


** Telegram in. two sections. 
Chinese Minister of Finance. 
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relief has as yet been afforded. I am accordingly instructing 
can Consul at Nanking to renew representations to Ministex* 
Foreign Affairs. . n 

2. Reference first sentence of quotation in paragraph 2 of my 564, 
July 12, a p. m. Following from American Consul General al^ 
Hankow : 

“July 16, 5 p. m. Tax referred to in my 104, July 10, 10 a. m. lias 
no relation to the special tax on wood oil abolished last April fol- 
lowing representations by me to T. V. Sooiig. The new tax of ^ 
per ton is intended to be collected only [on] wood oil stored by the 
Werner G. Smith Company in the Standard Oil Company storage 
tanks and is being assessed against no other company.’’ 

MaoMPbra-t 


611.937/26 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the Secretary of Sta^e 

' ■' 4 

Pekin-g, August 17, 192^~6 p, m. 
[Received August 17— 6 : 10 p. niij 
725. My 617, July 23, 10 p. m. Following from American Cof^jl^ 
at Nanking: 

“August 15, 3 p. m. Minister of Foreign Affairs informs me that 
Minister of Finance has instructed Superintendent of Customs at 
Hankow to discontinue collection of taxes wood oil stored by Smith 
Company in Standard Oil Company tank. Despatch follows.®^” 

MaoMxjbbat 


693,003/915 : T^egram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peipiitg, October 18, 1929—5 p. m. 

[Received October 19^ — 2: 30 p. ni.®“] 

903. {a) Cunningham, as Senior Consul, has submitted for the 

consideration of the diplomatic body the text of a recent notification 
Number 1157, issued August 12th by the Commissioner of Customs at 
Shanghai, setting forth a new version of import tariff under rule I. 
Pertinent portions of the notification are as follows : 

“In accordance with instructions received from the Inspector Gen- 
eral of Customs the public is hereby notified that Rule I of the Former 
Import Tariff, providing, inter alia^ for arbitration in cases of dispute 

Not printed. 

Telegram in four sections. 

^Notice corrected on basis of complete text transmitted to tbe department by 
the Consul General at Shanghai in his despatch No. 6376, August 16; received 
September 13, 1929 (693.002/96) . Omissions as indicated in the original tel^anL 
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regarding valuation of goods, et cetera, is abolisihed and a new rule 
is promulgated in which a Tariff Board of Inquiry and App^ takes 
the place of the former Board of Arbitration. The new version of 
rule 1 is as follows : — 

1. The duty-paying value of any import liable to an ad valorem 
rate of duty shall be determined on the basis of the wholesale market 
value of the goods in local currency at the port of importation. 
This latter value, when converted into Haikwan taels, shall be con- 
sidered to be higher than the duty-paying value by {a) the amount 
of the duty on the goods, and (5) 7 per cent of the duty-paying value 
of the goods. ... 

5. The importer, if dissatisfied with the decision of the Customs 
as to the value or classification of imported goods, or the amount of 
duty or charges assessed thereon, may, within twenty days after the 
filing of the application to pay duty on \_or other} Customs entry, 
file a protest in writing with the Commissioner of Customs, setting 
forth specifically his objection thereto. Pending a decision in the 
case, the merchandise — ^in the discretion of the Customs — ^may be 
released to the importer upon payment of a deposit sufficient to 
cover the full amoimt of duty and such additional duties as may be 
claimed by the Customs. Upon the filing of prot^t the Commis- 
sioner shall within fifteen days thereafer review his decision, and, if 
the protest is not sustained, the case shall be referred to the Inspector 
General of Customs with the request that it be submitted to the 
Kuan-Wu Shu for the consideration and decision of the Tariff 
Board of Inquiry and Appeal- (Kuan-Wu Shu is understood to be 
the term adopted by the Nationalist Government as the equivalent 
of the former Shui Wu Ch’u.) 

6. Questions regarding procedure, et cetera, which had not arisen 
[may arise^ during the sittings of the Tariff Board shall be decided 
by the majority. The final finding of the maximum rate [majority 
of tJie} Board, which must be ratified by the Kuan-Wu Shu and 
announced within fifteen days of the reference (not including holi- 
days), shall be binding. . . . 

9. This provisional rule is effective as soon as it is promulgated. 
It is subject to change at any time upon notice being given.^’ 

The complete text of the notice is being forwarded by mail. 

( & ) It will be noted that the new procedure for determination of dis- 
putes with regard to the valuation of imports provides for unilateral 
action by the customs authorities instead of the arbitral method of 
procedure specified in rule I, annex II, of the Sino-American treaty 
of October 20, 1920.^^ Although the tariff treaty of July 28 [i^], 
1928,®® does not specifically provide for the annullment of the method 
fixed by the treaty of 1920, it does state in article I that the ‘‘principle 
of complete national tariff autonomy shall apply.’’ 

I therefore assume that the Department would not desire that any 
protest should be made by the Consul General at Shanghai against 

^ Foreign Relations, 1921, vol. i, pp. 459, 490. 

® lua., 1928, vol. n, p. 476. 
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the application of the new procedure as laid down in the notiflcatioB 
of August 12th. I shall, however, await your instructions bef(M:^ 
taking a definite position in the matter. 

MAdMtTgBAT 

898.512/998 

The Minister in CMna {MacMurray) to the Consul at Tsingtm ' 

(JCorsey)^^ 

Pedpinq, October 21, 1^. 
Sm: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch So. 
840, of October 15, 1929,’’“ in which you inform the Legation that Ike 
Goods Tax now being collected at Tsingtao is the same as that re- 
ferred to by the American Consul at Tsinan as the Shantung Prorin- 
cial Consolidated Goods Tax, and in which you inquire whether or 
not a protest should be entered with the local authorities in view of Ike 
discriminatory features of the tax. Since the provisions of tiiis tax 
appear to be clearly discriminatory, yon are instructed to lodge a 
protest on these grounds with the local authorities. 

I am [etc.] J. 'V^. A. 

693.003/916 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MaeMwroy^ * j 

} ■' ’i ■ 

Washington, October 24, 1929 — 

347, Your 903, October 18, 5 p. m. The Department does not per- 
ceive from your telegram that any reasons exist for protesting against 
the application of the new procedure. 

i Stimson 


611.937/33 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMurray) to the SecretOfry of JSta^^ 

Peiping, November 20, 1929— 8* pa m. 

[Received November 21— 6 a. 

1016. Following from Hankow : 

^ ^‘^November 18, 4 p. m. Wood oil trade is again agitated by collec- 
tion of tax of 90 cents per picul on wood oil under consolidated tax 
schedules. This tax is in effect likin, and taxable {taxingf^ officials 
are insisting on its payment on export cargo passing through Hanko^ 
regardless of record of it[s] originating in or outside Hupeh, provided 
that cargo is not covered by a receipt showing that the tax has already 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in his despatch No. 2388, 
October 21; received November 22, 1929. 

Not printed. 

Telegram in two sections. 
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been paid. While the Central Government has not yet formally 
abolished the consolidated tax or liki n in £[upeh^ the drastic manner 
in which tax officials are enforcing payment is causing an evidence 
of friction between American firms and the tax office. Chinese em- 
ployees of foreign firms have been seized as a means of compelling 
payment. 

If the Legation perceives grounds upon which to lodge a protest 
with the Nanking Government against the tax, the trade would be 
gratified.” 

Subject to the Department’s approval, Legation proposes to instruct 
Hankow that, in the absence of discrimination, it does not feel that 
protest to Foreign Office is called for and to suggest, in his discretion. 
Consul General attempt, by informal local arrangement, to bring 
about less drastic means of collecting tax. Since immunity of Chinese 
employees of American firms seems to be based on precedent rather 
than treaty, I do not feel that protest against their arrest woxdd be 
productive of any good result.’^^ 

MacMtjeray 


PROTESTS BY THE UNITED STATES AGAINST PROPOSED CHINESE 

FINANCIAL MEASURES DIVERTING REVENUES FROM PAYMENT OF 

AMERICAN LOANS IN DEFAULT 

893.61/5113 ; Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, January 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received 8:27 p. m.] 

59. 1. I have received a note of January 18 from Doctor Wang 
informing me that : 

^‘The State Council of the Nationalist Government on January 
4, 1929, voted upon and decided to set aside yearly $5,000,000 of 
the new customs revenues for use in the adjustment of both foreign 
and domestic loans ; and to establish a committee for, and only for, 
the adjustment of foreign and domestic loans. In the future the 
responsibility for the adjustment of all foreign and domestic loans 
that should be adjusted will rest upon the above-mentioned com- 
mittee.” 

2. Unless otherwise instructed I propose to acknowledge the receipt 
of this note without comment. 

MacMurray 

” The Secretary of State, in telegram No. 383, November 23, replied : “Proposal 
in last paragraph approved.” (611.987/33) 

Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 531-638. 

C. T. Wang, Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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893,61/5113 : Tdlegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMurrmjy, 

Washington-, February Y, 1929 ^ p. 

54. Tour 59, January 28, 3 p. m. ^ ^ 

1. Have you acted on the Department’s telegram 414 of December 
19, 3 p. and if so with what result? 

2. Department wishes to avoid any commitment on its part regard- 
ing Wang’s note of January 18, and proposal in your paragraph 2 
is approved as satisfactory in this regard. 

K]el^)qq 

803.61/5117 : Telegram ' 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, February 8, 1929 — 6 p. m, 
[Received February 9—9 : 20 a. m.] 

95. Your 54, February 7, 7 p. m. 

1. Respecting paragraph 1. A note worded as authorized was 
sent to the Minister for Foreign Affairs under date of December 
27, 1928.’'® (Reference Legation’s despatch No. 1820, December 29, 
1928.)’'®^ No reply has as yet been received. 

2. Respecting paragraph 2. Acknowledgment without comment 
was made in a note of February 7th. 

MaoMurray 


893.51/5127 

The Minister in China {MacM^wrray') ta the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 1932 Peking, February 21, 1929. 

[Received April 1.] 

Sm: With reference to my telegram No. 95, of February 8, 6 p. m., 
and to previous correspondence respecting the protection of the 
interests of American creditors of the Chinese Government, I have 
the honor to enclose a translation of the reply of February 6, 1929, 
made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to my note of December 
27, 1928.... 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MaoMxjrkay 

” Relations, 1928, vol. rt, p. 537. 

See itid., p. 538, footnote 10. 

^ Not printed. 



CHINiA. 


819 


[EJnclostire — ^Translation] 

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs {O. T. Wang) to the 
ATYiericGn Minister {MacMv/rray) 

Ii-^61 [Nanking,] February 6, 1929. 

ExcEiiLGESNcx : I huTe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency’s note of December 27, 1928, in which, under the instruc- 
tion of Your Excellency’s Government, you request a formal state- 
ment of the policy of the Chinese Government in relation to the obliga- 
tions due to foreign creditors. 

This Ministry transmitted the above to the Ministry of Finance and 
has now received a reply stating : 

“With regard to the various American claims for indebtedness 
against the former Ministry of Finance, it will be necessary to wait 
Tintil the present Ministry has placed them together with the various 
claims of other nationalities, and after giving them joint consideration, 
has settled upon a method of procedure, then they may be handled.” 

I have the honor to reply for Your Excellency’s information. 

Wang Chbng-T’ing 


893 . 51/5119 

Memorcmdum 'hy the Assistant Secretary of Sta^ {Johnson) of a 
Corwersation With Mr. George Bronson Rea of Shanghai 

[WASBUNGProN,] March 9, 1929. 

Mr. Rea came to see me this morning. He showed me a power of 
attorney given to hiTn by Sun Fo, Minister of Railways in the National 
Government at Nanking, signed in the presence of Mr. Cunningham, 
our Consul General at Shanghai, empowering Mr. Rea to take up 
with the Government of the United States and with other interested 
parties the question of assisting the National Government of China 
in obtaining funds for the construction of 10,000 miles of railways, 
said construction to be carried out as a definite program over a period 
of ten years. Mr. Rea said that he intended to come to talk to me 
about this matter at a later date. He said he realized all of the dif- 
ficulties involved ; that he was under no illusions in the matter and that 
he realized that the success of this plan depended upon the ability of 
the National Government of China to stabilize itself and to obtain 
control over the area where the railways were running. He said he 
realized that the question of China’s unpaid debts must be taken into 
consideration, but that he thought that this fact should not prevent 
the consideration of the greater problem involved, namely, the prob- 
lem of finding some way of supporting efforts to build up and stabilize 
governmental institutions in China in the interest of peace and in the 
interest of the welfare of business. He stated that the problem of 
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China’s present railways would not be such a complicated problem 
provided the National Government could obtain actual control of/ 
its lines, that he estimated that it would take approximately $20,- 
000,000 Mex. to repair the lines and the rolling stock so that the wheels 
could be set turning and the lines once more be put into operation with 
present facilities. He said that in working out his plans with the 
Chinese for the construction of new lines he bad stipulated that he ^ 
would have nothing to do with any plan which would have to So 
with the construction of lines which might involve controversies with 
rights already granted to other nationalities and that he felt certain ■ 
that the plans which had been worked out complied with these re- 
quirements of his. He said that the plan called for the constructeon 
of railroads in southern China with the exception of certain extensions 
of the Lfpnghai and a short line to connect the Tientsin-Pukow RaB? 
way with the Peking-Hankow Railway from Techow, a station on 
Tientsin-Pukow line, Mr. Rea stated that it was his desire to hate 
the matter adopted as an administration policy and that he hoped to 
take it directly to Mr. Hoover. He said that he had a letter of intro- 
duction from Tong Chow Li IT^ang 87iao-yif'\. He said that if the 
Administration could make some statement in favor of the idea that 
then it might be possible to do something with the bankers. Mr. Rea 
stated that he was very anxious to avoid any controversies with the 
'consortium.'^?' I told him that I did not know what attitude the con- 
sortium might take in the premises. The consortium still existed 
and naturally would be interested in the point of view of previous 
commitments. I understood from Mr. Rea that he intended to come 
back to see me on this matter some time later. 

N[EIiSON] T. J[OHNSOX] 

893.51/5123 : Telegram 

TTie Minister in China {McccMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 21, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received 11 : 55 p. m.^®] 
195. My despatches 1716, October 24, 1928 ; 1820, December 29, and 
1832, December 

On my return I received three letters dated March 16th from the 
American group representative in Peking of the Hukuang Railway 
loan group banks, copies of which are being forwarded by maH,^® in 

^Por agreement regarding the consortium, on October 15, 1920, by American, 
British, Prench, and Japanese groups, see Foreign Relations, 1920, yol. i, p. 57o. 

Telegram in three sections. 

None printed. ^ *iwt 

^ Charles R. Bennett, manager of Peking branch, National City Bank of New 
York. 

American, British, French, German. For signing of loan agreement on Kay 
20, 1911, see Foreign Relations^ 1912, p. 87. 
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which Mr. Bennett points out that an ever-increasing domestic debt 
is being given priority of charge on the customs revenues over lortg 
overdue or defaulted foreign loans. He states that this discrimination 
against foreign bondholders is a matter of serious concern to the 
financial groups involved and expresses the hope that I will lod^ a 
protest with the Nationalist Government. 

After listing charges reported to have been imposed upon the avail- 
able customs surplus in favor of domestic loans (amounting to ap- 
proximately $ 2005000,000 in the past year alone, the latter iteu being 
a $50,000,000 loan authorized in January for the purpose of ^^troop 
disbandment’’), he states that: 

‘‘The only provision made from this source (customs revenue) in 
favor of the foreign issued Chinese Government loans securi^ on the 
general resources of the Government and enjoying, under the terms 
of the loan aOTeements, a preferential claim on the customs surplus 
generally and the increased revenue derived from the revised tariff 
in particular, consists of the Chinese Government’s undertaking, 
contained in their decision of January 4:th last, to set aside from ^he 
increased revenue the sum of $5,000,000 annually f dr the a>nsolida- 
tion of domestic and foreign debts [reference my d^patdh 1932, Feb- 
ruary 21].®^ 

It may thus be said that the financial policy of [the] Nati<malist 
Government up to the present time follows the Ime of reserving a3mo^ 
exclusively to the holders of recently issued domestic obligations the 
sole national security of any substantial value under present condi- 
tions, leaving the holders of prior foreign obligations to app^ in 
vain for the satisfaction properly due to them, while other foreign 
obligations of the Government incurred for materials supplied and 
now long overdue also remain unsettled.” 

2. I venture to recommend that I be authorized to take up the 
matter with the Minister of Foreign Affairs either jointly or coin- 
cidently with my French, British and German colleagues to whom 
their group representatives have sent similar communications. 

MA^oMtTBBAT 


893.51/5123 : Telegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to the Minister m Ohma {MaqMurray) 

Washingtok, March 27, 1929 — noon. 
105. Your 196, March 21, 11 a. m. In view of position taken by the 
National Government in note of December 4 last (see your telegram 
December 12, 6 p. m.®®) Department doubts whether renewed protest 
would accomplish anything of immediate value. Moreover Depart- 

” Brackets appear in the Minister’s telegram. 

® Foreign delations, 192S, vol. n, p, 636. 

323423—43 — ^vol. II 61 
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meiit does not consider it expedient to single out any one 
for special presentation at this time. If yon consider that useful 
pose would be served, however, you may discuss with your colleag^J 
the proposal made in your paragraph 2. Department desire%h^f 
ever, that any action upon which you and your colleagues may 
tively agree be referred to it for consideration before action is tafe^: 
You should keep in mind Department’s desire to safegu^-rd the i]n|^i^ 
ests not of Hukuang bond holders only but of all American credite^i 
Department’s suggestions based on general survey of obligations.^^ 
to American citizens will probably be despatched by next pouch. 


898.51/3161 : Telegram ' ■ 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in China 

Washington, June 15, 1929— l 

198. The Department of Commerce has received telegraphic.rep<M4^^ 
from Shanghai of&ce that the Chinese Ministry of Railways has 
mitted memorandum to Central Executive Committee proposing <1^ 
one himdred and fifty million dollars silver be appropriated frohi 3^ : 
British and Russian Boxer Indemnity funds for the issuance of bon^ 
proceeds of which are to be used for the completion of the Canton-^ 
Hankow and Dunghai Railways. Please investigate and report 
telegram, paying special attention to possible granting of prefefenM^ 
rights to countries named in supplying of materials to be purchs^ii 

QlaiIk 


893.61/5152 : Telegram 

The Minister in Chi/rva (MacMurray) to the Secretary of S^afie 

Peking, June 21, 1929— 2 p. iiL 
[Received 9 p. m] 

499. Your 398 June 15, 1 p. m., was repeated to the Americaii 

Consul at Nanking who has replied as follows : 

^^June 20, 8 p. m. Sim Fo this afternoon informed me that the 
information quoted by you is substantially correct. Two-thirds of 
the proceeds of the remitted portions of the Italian, British and Rus- 
sian Boxer indemnities — amounting to approximately $270,000,(^0 
Mex. gross — ^will be set aside as a sinking fund to operate as security 
for a Dond issue of 150,000,000 to be employed as follows: Canton- 
Hankow Railway 69,000,000; Dimg-Hai Railway STjOCWjOOO. The 
above was approved in writing by me Central Executive Committee 
on the l7th. Sun further stated mere will be no preference as to na- 
tionality of materials necessary to be purchased abroad and that it has 
not been decided whether the bond issue will be domestic or foreign. 

MaoMumat 
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893.51/5154 : T€legrain 

The Minister in, China {MacMwrray) to the Seoretary of State 

EFaraplirase] 

Pebxntg, Jime 26, 1922 — no<m. 

[Received Jtme 26-^ : 04 a. 

510. Following from tlie American Consul at l^anking : 

June 24, 11 p. m. TTie British Minister this afternoon informed 
me that negotiations with the Chinese were not proceeding well. Aa 
to remitting the Boxer Indemnity to China, Sir Miles Lampson stated 
that the money was apparently regarded by the Chinee as already 
theirs, while the British Parliament had yet, as a matter of fact, to 
make public the terms which would govern release of the funds bv 
Britain. 

(2) In the British Minister’s opinion. Parliament’s decision would 
very likely be that, other things being equal, the money would be 
used to purchase British goods. As to Weihaiwei’s retrocession to 
China, Sir Miles said that after an agreement had been reached as to 
all the terms, the Chinese Foreim Office had introduced certain 
perfectly preposterous demands. These included, he said, the auto- 
matic reversion to the Chinese Government of all property titles ac- 
quired in Weihaiwei and the debarment from j^ture residence there 
of all foreigners. He had told the Chinese Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs that such terms were not to be considered. There the matter 
stood at present. 

(3) As to preparing a new treaty— the British Minister had 
pointed out that such was not necessary, because the existing treaty 
with China still had four years to nm— Dr. C. T. Wang liad in- 
sisted on the interposing of clauses carrying with them clearly or 
by implication the immediate relinquishment of extraterritoriality ; 
and this. Sir Miles stated plainly, he was not ready even to discuss. 
The only explanation Sir Miles could offer for I>r. Wang’s extraor- 
dinary attitude was that the Chinese authorities count much on the 
new British Labor Government’s assuming a presumably more in- 
dulgent attitude to China. 

For the Minister : 

Bxwns 


893.51/6157 : Tdegram 

T7ie Minister in China {MaeMwray) to the Secretanry of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Pekentg, June 29, 1929 — % p. m. 
[Received June 29 — 5 : 30 a. m.] 
522. Legation’s 499, June 21, 2 p. m., and 517, June 27, 4 p. m.«® 
Following from the Aonerican Consul at Nanking, dated June 28, 
4 p.m.: 


** Treaty between Great Britain and China respecting commercial rations, 
signed at Shanghai, September 5, 1902, British ana Foreign State Papers^ voL 
p. 39. 

“For correspondence on this subject, see pi>. 543 flP. 

®® Batter not printed. 
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Reference my telegram of Jtme 24, 11 a. m. The Britisli 
today informed me that his Government, responding to his reque^ 
for mstructions, had replied that the Chinese proposals had been so 
sweeping it would not be possible to formulate instructions prior t© 
the return of Sir Miles Tampson to Peking* Therefore, with ^ 

, negotiations suspended. Sir Miles is leaving tomorrow, June 29, 
Shanghai en route north. ^ ’ 

Respecting the rumor that the British Boxer Indemnity would be 
employed to complete the Lung-Hai Railway, Sir Miles said Ms 
Government had instructed him to remind the Chinese Minister foi 
Foreign Affairs — and this Sir Miles had done — of the existing wm 
tractual obligations in respect of railway construction whi^ 
British Government expected to be fulfilled by the Chinese Goveriif 
ment, referring naturally to the Hukuang Agreement 1911. 

-.'■i 

, For the Ikd^nist^r : 

■ ' ... 

893.51/5166 ) 

The Mimster in Ohma (MaoMurr<ty) to the Secretary of States - 

Ifo. 2174 PsKiNa, July 8, 1929; 

[Received Augusi'^l 

Sir: With reference to the legation’s despatch No. 1832^ of 
cember 31, 1928,®^ respecting the service of the Hukuang !]^ilways 
lioan of 1911, 1 have the honor to state that a partial default occurred 
on the payment by the Chinese Government of the service of the loah 
due on June 3rd. This matter was brought to the attention of tlm 
Legation, in the customary manner, in a letter of Jxme 17th from 
Mr. Charles R. Bennett, American Group Representative in Peking 
of the Hukuang Railways Loan Group Banks, a copy of which'® 
enclosed.®’^ Likewise enclosed is a copy of the joint note of prot^ 
of June 24th, addressed by the Diplomatic Representatives of Franc% 
the United States of America, and Great Britain, to the Miinister for 
Foreign Affairs,®^ on this subject. 

I have [etc.] For the Minister ; 

CnAKBKOB B, SEvrm 
First Secretary of Legation 

893.51/5167a 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Ohina {MacMurray) 

No. 1813 Washungtox, August 5, 192% 

Sir: The Department has observed in the press items issued by 
the Kuo Min News Agency, under date of June 30, 1929, an article 

Not printed. 



CHWA 


825 


headed ^^China to Consolidate Her Debts’’. This article describes 
the formation and first meeting of a ‘^Commi^on for the Eeadjust- 
ment of Domestic and Foreign Debts”. A copy of this article is 
attached hereto.®® 

The Department desires that the Legation verify and sapplement 
this information to the extent that may be necessary arid hiform 
the Department whether, in the opinion of the Lf^gation^ the forma- 
tion of this Commission affords a favorable occasion f or brir^ging 
to the attention of the Chinese Government sums owed by that Gov- 
ernment to American citizens and (Organizations. Any other com- 
ments or suggestions that the Legation may desire to make in con- 
nection with this subject will be welcomed by the Department. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

N’elson Trxthmr, Jobcnson 


893.61/5178 

Memorcmdvm hy tJie Assistctnt Secretary of State {JoTmson) of a 
Coryversatimi With Mr. George Bronson Rea of Shofoghoi 

[Washinqtok,] September S, 1929. 

Mr. Bronson Bea (tailed and stated that last week while he was in 
New York he received a telegram from Sun Fo asking him to approa<ih 
the American Government and American bankers in order to ascer- 
tain whether there would be any possibility of fk>ating a loan in the 
United States for the purpose of purchasing back the Chinese Eastern 
Eailway.®® Mr. Rea stated that he took the matter up with Mr. La- 
ment and Mr. Martin Egan of Morgan & Company, Nevr York, that he 
realized there was no use in Ms coming to the Goveacnment as the best 
way to do would be to put it up to the bankers and let the bankers take 
it up with the Government. I told Mr. Rea that I felt that was the 
best way to handle such a propositionfas we as a Government w^ not 
particularly interested in the matter. 

Mr. Rea stated that Mr. Lament had asked him for a memorandum 
of the matter and he had given Mr. Lament such a memorandum and 
that he did not expect any answer from Mr. Lament until this wedk. 
He stated that he understood that Mr. Lament would have to tele- 
graph to the other members of the Consortium and he speculated on 
the unlikelihood of France consenting to such an arrangement. He 
stated that the immediate reaction of Mr. Martin Egan was that such 
a loan would be possible on condition that there was some guarantee 
that the road would be free from military operations and in addition 

“ Not printed. 

For correspondence concerning the confli<2t oyer this railroad inyolying C^lna 
and the Soviet Union, see pp. 186 £C. 



826 


FOREIGN EEIiATIONS, 1929, V.OIjUME' H 


that there would-be some guarantee that the bondholders would ha^4 
good return on their money. ... 

I pointed out to Mr. Kea that Paragraph 2 of Article X [/X] of 
Agreement on General Principles for the Settlement of the Quesd^ 
between the Republic of China and the Union of Soviet Socialistic- 
publics signed in Peking on May 31, 1924 reads as follows : 

‘‘The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics agr^s 
to the redemption by the Government of the Republic of China, 
Chinese capital^ of the Chinese Eastern Railway, as well as all 
purtenant properties, and to the transfer to China of all shares 
bonds of the said Railway.” , J 

I said that from my knowledge of contracts of this kind that I was 
quite certain that the words, “with Chinese capital”, had been inserted 
with a purpose and that the Soviet Government would raise a great 
outcry were China to borrow money from another Government for 
the purpose of making this purchase. Mr. Rea agreed with me and 
said of course this put a stop to any proposition of this kind. He sa^ 
that he could not understand why Sun Fo should be telegraphing 
such a proposition. 

I stated that I felt certain that such a proposition as this could only 
fail as the Russians would put all manner of obstacles in the way of 
the success of any proposition that would place the railway under the 
control of anyone except Russia. I called his attention to the fact 
already the Russians had been spreading reports that the Unit^ 
States was engaged in imperialistic intrigue for the purpose of de- 
priving Soviet Russia of her rights in the railway and that any indicar 
tion that the plan which Mr. Sun Fo had cabled to Mr. Rea met with 
the approval of this Government would be a signal for further outcry 
of this kind. 

Mr. Rea stated that he was planning to return to China in about a 
month. He stated that he felt that Mr. Uamont’s speech at Amsterdam 
had put a quietus on any possibility of a Chinese loan such as he had 
originally undertaken to obtain for Mr. Sun Fo and that he could not 
accomplish anything for them now. ... 

X[EiiSON] T. J[ohnson] 

898.51/5il76 : Telegram 

Z'Ae Consul at Nanking {Adaras) to the Secretary of State 

Xaistking, September 9, 1929 — ^9 p. m. 

[Received 10 : 18 p. m.] 

Legation has instructed me to telegraph the Department regard- 
ing activities of Chinese Government committee for readjustment of 
foreign and domestic loans. 

Foreign Relations, 1924, voL i, p. 495. 
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Representatives of both. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Finance 
assure me tbat the work of the committee is just beginning and that 
there is no foundation for press reports that foreign creditors will 
soon be invited to Nanking, 

I am told that, while no decision has been reached^ it is probable 
that Government obligations for materials supplied will be given 
same status as loans which have already fallen due and against which 
substantial securities were offered. I understand that Kemmerer 
Commission ^ is doing some work upon classification of the Govern- 
ment’s financial obligations. 

Despatch to the Legation, with copies to the Department, follows.*^ 

Adams 


893.51/5191 : T^egram 

The UlinisteT in China (Mcu^Murray) to the SecTetwry of State 


Peiping, October 16, 1929^ — 9 p. m. 
[Received October 16 — 8 : 52 p. m.] 
893. The Department’s written instruction No. 1313 of August 6th. 
The following is a memorandum of a conversation on October 6th 
between the American Consul General at Shanghai and the Minister 
of Finance: 


‘‘Inquiry was foimd to be agreeable, Mr. Soong concedes the 
existence of a commission to answer them and pass upon the various 
claims of indebtedness against the Chinese Government. He stated 
that such a commission is in existence and in reply to a further in- 
quiry he ^ated that while the commission may refer to the Kemmerer 
Commission for advice, it is independent of the Kemmerer Commis- 
sion. He was then asked as to the status of American creditors for 
railway equipment, and replied that within a very diort tame the 
American creditors would be notified to present their claims. When 

S ioned as to the date when such notice would be riven, after due 
eration he stated definitely that it would be forthcoming within 
a period of two months. Inquiry was then made as to the status of 
such claims — ^whether they would be inferior to the loans which have 
already fallen due and agaihst which substantial securities have been 
offered by the National Government. He stated immediately and im- 
equivocaily that claims for railway equipment would be in a better 
position than other loans. He said that the supplies were in the 
hands of the railway and were producing and they would therefore 
be recognized as having a superior status to other loans which had 
matured. 


“Commission headed by Prof. E. W. Kemmerer of Princeton, attached to the 
Chinese Ministry of Finance. 

“Not printed. 

“Phrase garbled; it should read: ‘‘Inquiry was made of Mr. Soong concern- 
ing the existence of a commission to examine into,” 



828 


FOBBIGN RELATTOirrS, 1929, VOIAXMB H 


3i 


My own impression is that all indebtedness for railway equipAti 
will be given preference over loans and other debts.” 

MaoMpS^I 


498.11/1498 : Telei:ram 



The Secretary of State to the Minister in China {MacMm^m^M 

Washington, October 24, 1929— 

346. Tour 893, October 16, 9 p. m. Paragraph 2 of the Departmet® 
instructicm of August 6. i ur t§ 

The Department particularly desires to learn your opinion wheffiL^ 
it would be advisable to arrange for presentation to the conmussion of 
American claims of indebtedness. If your opinion is favorable to thfe 
course pleasfe make suggestions regarding procedure, categories rf 
claims and related matters. 



Stucso:!^ 


493.11/1499 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of 

Peeping, October 26, 1929^ — 1 p.' ^ 
[Received 6 : 20 

980. Your 346, October 24, 2 p. m. ^ ^ 

1. In view of the present politico-military situation I do not W 

that this is an advantageous time for the presentation Of Ameiritd^ 
claims to the commission. I did however transmit to the Americaji 
consular officers in China, in a circular of October 18, a copy of 
ningham’s memorandum of conversation with Soong on October 5^ 
with the suggestion that its substance be brought to the notice of 
interested American citizens. / 

2. For my information and guidance in anticipation of the tima 

when it may seem desirable to approach the commission, I should! be 
grateful to be informed of the nature of the survey referred to in i|i6 
Department’s 378, STovember 18 [76>], 3 p. m., 1928,®° and No. d05, 
March 27, noon. \ 

3. The report prepared by Kemmerer’s ^‘Commission of Financi^ 
Expeits” is to be submitted to the Chinese Government on Decemb^ 
10, and it is hoped that it may be made public shortly thereafter. J 
am informed that it includes a careful examination of all of Chinas 
financial obligations. 

MAcMuiptAt 


^ See telegram No. 893, October 16, from the Minister in China, p. 827. 
■Not printed. 
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CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING THE FEDERAL TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY'S CONTRACT WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 

893 . 74 / 87 & 

S&CT6t€CTy of Stcito to the SfiTvistoT in GJwncL {]y[(xc]!i{wnr(j^) 

No* 1353 WASHmoiOK, September 25, 1929. 

Sir: Referring to previous corre^ondence r^ardiug tlia contract 
concluded between* the Ministry of Ck>rDinunicatioiis and the Federal 
Telegraph Company of California on January 8, 1921,®^ for the erec- 
tion and operation of radio stations in China and z^egardmg develop- 
ments subsequent thereto, particularly the succession of the Federal 
Telegraph Company of Delaware in 1923 to the rights of the Federal 
Telegraph Company of Calif omia under the contract above men- 
tioned,®^ the Department informs you that a representative of the 
Federal Telegraph Company of Delaware has submitted to the De- 
partment a certificate embodying a resolution passed by the stock- 
hplder^ of the Company on Jiine 11, 1929, wheimn it was reque^ied 
that the . Secretary of State formnl^ .and prosent to the Chinese 
Government . a demand on behalf of the Company that the Chinese 
Government carry into effect the obligations; imposed upon it by the 
contract pf January 8, 1921, as amended and supplemented and as- 
signed to the Federal Telegraph Company of Delaware. A copy of 
the certificate enclosed®® with the pr^ent instruction. You will 
ob^rye that^^e resolution ^tes that, if the Chinese Government fails 
to comply with demand, the ic<mtract as ameuded and supplemented 
shall be considered by the Federal Telegraph Company of Delaware 
to have been breached and the Government of China shall be regarded 
as in default thereunder, , ^ 

The Department has midertaken that it will present tbi« demand 
tp the Chinese Government on behalf of the Federal Telegraph Com- 
pany of Delaware and encloses herewith the draft of a note which the 
Department proposes that you address to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Chinese Government in this connection. If, however, 
from your more intimate contact with the present situation, you con- 
sider that this draft should be altered in any respect, or if you have 
comments to offer in regard to the suggested procedure, the I)epart- 
ment desires that you submit your recommendations by telegraph. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Trtjsler Johnson 

“ Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 555-569. 

^ For text of tne contract, see List of Contracts of American Nationals With the 
Chinese Government, etc., annex VIII (Wasliington, Government Printing Office, 
1925), p. 3. 

” See letter of November 5, 1923, from tbe Secretary of State to the President 
of the Federal Telegraph Oo. of Delaware, Foreign Relations, 1923^ vol. i, p. 821. 
Not printed. 
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[BlnclOBnre] ■■ 

Draft Note From the Amerioan Minister (^MacMurray) to the (7)5^ 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ( O. T. Waa^gY 


ExGBiiiiEisrcJsr : I have the honor to inform your Excellency that I 
am in receipt of instructions from my Government to recall the jttSfe 
that under date of January 8, 1921, the Ministry of CommxmiGa#^ 
of the Chinese Government concluded with an American 
Federal Telegraph Company of California, a contract for the 
tion and operation of certain radio stations in China. My Gov^i 
ment believes that the appropriate authorities of the Chinese Qav&i^ ^ 
ment are familiar with the terms of this contract, as well as %itl 
certain articles supplementary thereto agreed upon on September 
1921,® and with the text of a letter, dated February 2, 1923, from the 
Federal Telegraph Company of California, addressed to the Ghme^ 
Minister of Communications, and approved by the Minister on July 
13, 1923,® which provided, inter alia^ that all of the rights and obHgii 
tions under the contract of January 8, 1921, and the supplenitotai^ 
articles of September 19, 1921, should be transferred to the Fetey 
Telegraph Company of Delaware. 

This contract and the agreements arising from it imposed c^fi§^ 
obligations on the American and Chinese signatories. The Federal 
Telegraph Company of Delaware, as the American party in mteresr^ 
has now made representations to the American Government to tS 
effect that, although the Federal Telegraph Company of Delawafe 
has made every effort to carry out its part of the undertaking, anfl 
although it has at all times been prepared to proceed therewith, it% 
unable to do so because of the fact that the Chinese Government has 
never fulfilled certain essential obligations devolving upon it, among 
which are the delivery to the Company of its stipulated bonds, 
providing of land on which the radio stations may be erected, and 
the issuing of the permits necessary to enable the Company to import 
the materials called for in the unde^aking. 

The Federal Telegraph Company of Delaware, in view of the 
difficulties it has encountered, has requested my government to bring 
these various circumstances to the attention of the appropriatt 
authorities of the Chinese Government, and to inform them of tli^ 
desire of the Company to proceed forthwith with the carrying out 
of the joint enterprise, at the same time presenting a formal request 
to the Chinese Government that it take those steps enumerated above, 


This note was dated and dispatched on October 31, 1929, without any ehanp 
in t^ (893.74/880). 

* List of Contracts of AmeHca/n Nationals With the Chinese Cfovemment^ etxu, 
annex vm, p. 7. 

pp. 12 and 13; see also telegram No. 259, July 14, 1923 , from the 
Minister in China, Foreign Relations, 1923, toI. i, p. 809. 
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as well as carry out the other obligations assumed by it undier the 
agreement. 

I have the honor^ therefore, in compliance with the in^xuctiions I 
have received, to bring these facts to the atteation of your Excel- 
lency and to request that I be informed of the intentions of the 
Chinese Government in the premises, in order that I may report the 
same to my Government. 


893.74/876 ; Telegram . 

The MimAster in China {MacMurraq/) to the Secretary of State 

Pedpikg, ITovembfflP 4, 19^ — 8 p. nu 
[Received 10: 15 p. m.] 

959. 1, Reuter reported under date of Nanking, October 29th, 
declaration was made the day before that the Ministry of Communi- 
cations will shortly appoint a special committee for revision of the 
cable, telephone and wireless contract [s] with foreign corporations 
and that representatives of the Ministries of Communications, Finance 
and Foreign Affairs will be ranking members of it. 

2. Following from American Consul in this relation : 

“Ministry of Communications states that newspaper report is cor- 
rect. No appointments have yet been made but committee will be 
formed within a month. Existing contracts will be studied by the com- 
mittee in Nanking before discussion of new terms with representatives 
of foreign concessionaires. It is estimated that two or three months 
will be required to study existing agreements.” 

MacMxjbbax 


893.74/878 : T^egram 

The Minister in China {MasMurray) to the Secretary of State 

Peuping, November 14, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 25 p. m.] 

998. 1. Following from American Consul, N anking : 

“November 3, 3 p. m. My November 2, 1 p. m. Ministry of Communi- 
cations today informs me that the special committee being formed will 
deal only with contracts of Great Northern and Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Companies. Ministry states that these contracts must be 
drastic^y revised because of tne recent advent of radio communi- 
cations. . • 

The Legation will note that this statement is inconsistent with the 
statement made to the Consulate on November 2nd.” 

2. The statement referred to in second paragraph of the above mes- 
sage was that repeated to the Department in second paragraph of my 
959, November 4, 8 p. m. 


MacMtukrat 



832 


rORBIGlsr EELATIOilSrS, 1929 , YOIi’DME' H 


893.73/61 : Telefrram 


The Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of 

" ' ‘ if I ' " ' 

Psupmo, Decemfc^r le, 1929 — 5 


[Received December 16 — 

1156. Department’s instruction 1337, September 4t]i^ and,; 
tion’s telegram Number 998, November Mth, 5 p. m. 

Kuo Wen News Agency featured local press of December 14 T 1 

‘‘Tbe Nanking telegram saying Isic"] the Minister of Comnrtd^^ f 
tions has decided to notify the Eastern Cable Compaiiy & 
agreement with the Chinese Government, which expires me end ^ 
next year, will not be renewed in its present form. A communi^ 
tion to this effect wiU be delivered to the company on or ' ‘ 
December 20th,” 



893.74/884 : Telegram 




The Choff^ge in CMna (Perhins) to the Seoretaary of State i 

Pmpnsro, December 29, lOSS^n^jon. 

[Received December 29 — 5:40 a. ■ 

1199. Fqllowing from Kuo Wen Agency, Nanking, December^^l; 

‘^Notice of cancellation of the wireless agreement concluded betw^ 
the Federation IFederal] Wireless Company of America and the f9i&- 
mer Chiaotungpu ® in Peiping, was served on the American finh bn 
December 24, according to confirmation from local Chinese cirdfes.. 
The comniunication was issued by the commission recently organized 
W the Chiaotungpu for the revision of these cable contracts with the 
Chinese Government. 

So far as can be ascertained, the letter reguests the American com- » 
pany to send delegates to Nanking to enter into negotiations with fte 
commission. It is stated that in the forthcoming negotiations the; 
Government will insist on the elimination of all fears IfeaturesfJ 
from the old agreements that are considered as ‘unequal’ so that the 
ri^t of international commimication may be restored tq Chin^ ^ ^ 

It is understood that similar communications have been s^vto 
the Great Northern and Great Eastern Cable Companies.” , > 

I am asking consul at Nanking to confirm.® T,;; [ 


* Not printed. 

“ Ministry of Oonmmnications. ; ^ ^ 

® Notice that their contracts would expire on December 31, 1930, was #ven 
by the Chinese authorities to the Great Northern Telegraph Co., Ltd.; to 
Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Telegraph Co., ILtd. ; and to the Comr 
mercial Pacific Cable Co., Xtd. - 
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893.74/885 : T^egram 

TTie Charge in China {Perhins) to the Secretary of State 

PEipiKa, January 3, 1930 — ^10 a, m. 

[EeceiyedJanuary 8 — ^IrOTa^m.] 
9. My 1171 \119ff\y December 28 noon. Following jErcan 

American Consul Greneral {aid} at Nanking: 

^December 30, 4 p. m. Minister of Goromunications informed me 
that the Chinese Government has not yet officially notified the Ameri- 
can company of cancellation of the Federal Wireless contract. It 
stated, however, that both the Japanese and American wireless con- 
tracts would definitely be canceled. Ministry would not state when 
contracts would officially be declared canceled.” 

Peekiks 


CHINESE REGULATIONS RESTRICTING IMPORTATION OF RADIO 
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS 

811.91293/139 

The Secretary of State to the Miriater in CJuma {MacMvrrc^) 

No. 1133 WASHXN0IO17, March 1, 1929. 

Sir: The Department refers to the Legation’s despatches No. 1339 
of January 5, 1928, and No. 1628 of August 16, 1928,^ in regard to the 
alleged violation by certain foreign interests in China of international 
radio arrangements to which China is a party. 

The Department has given careful consideration to the statements of 
fact embodied in the enclosures to these two despatches, the general 
purport of which is that radio receiving stations operated in China 
by the naval authorities and citizens of various nationalities are mak- 
ing a practice of receiving, transcribing and distributing to the press 
radio messages broadcast from stations in foreign countries. The 
Department assumes that in reporting these actions to the Depart- 
ment the Legation has in mind particularly the resolution passed by 
the Powers participating in the discussion of Pacific and Far Eastern 
questions at Washington on February 1, 1922.* 

The international agreement embodied in this resolution and its 
accompanying declarations would seem to forbid the distribution of 
foreign radio messages as described above. However, the Department 
has received the impression that the attitude of the present Nationalist 
Government of China toward the importation and use of radio appara- 
tus differs from that of the Chinese Government in power when the 
resolution in question was passed, in that the importation of all radio 

Neither printed. 

• Resolution vm, Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. i, p. 293. 
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appaxatos was then prohibited but is now permitted und^ _ 
pramulgEted in different areas. It occurs to the Department, 
fore, tiiat if the Nationalist Government now permits the importa^' 
of radio receiving apparatus and imposes no restrictions of a sort ^ i 
would forbid the dissemination of messages broadcast by stations ^ 
foreign countries it has rendered the situation such that the rest^^ ]/ 
of February 1, 1922, is inapplicable. ' 

You are requested to ascertain whether regulations governing itbe' '«■ 
importation and use of radio apparatus have been promulgated/il 
the Nationalist Government of China, and if they have, whether ' 
would prohibit the dissemination of radio messages received by bi^ii 
cast from stations in foreign countries. In the absence of re^atio^ 
issued by the Nationalist Govermnent, the Department desires to have 
the same information in regard to such local regulations as may be 
operative. In making your investigations you will, of course, be 
careful not to indicate that this Govermnent is oficially raising any * 
question regarding the interpretation or carrying out of the relation 
regarding radio stations in China. 

The information obtained by you should be briefly reported to the 
Department in a telegram, followed, if necessary, by a longer explana- 
tion in a vnritten despatch. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

Nsnsoir TnxjmJSR Jowmm 


811.91293/160 

The Consul at Namking (Price') to the Mirmter in China 
(MaoMv/rray) ^ 


D-67 Nanking, April 20, 1929. 

Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Legation’? 
Instruction of April 5, 1929, enclosing the Department’s Instruc^on 
to the Legation, No. 1138, of March 1, 1929 (File No. 811.91293/131 and 
139) requesting information on the subject of the existing regulations 
governing the importation and use of radio apparatus now current 
under the Nationalist Govermnent of China. 

In amplification of my telegram of April 19th, 12 Noon,“ on the 
subject, I beg to quote the following pertinent portion of a letter dated 
April 17, 1929, addressed to me by Mr. K. I. Nieh, of the Mmistry of 
Oonununications in response to my oral request Jor information: 


* Copy transmitted to the l]*epartment hy the Minister in China in bis despatdi 
No. 2070, May 8 ; received Jane 10, 1929. 

"Quoted in t^^am No. 306, April 22, from the Minister in China (81191298/ 
146). 
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“I ara sending you, with this letter, a volume of the Tn t A-m fiLf .Tn gn 
Radiotelegraph Convention of Washington, 1927.^=^ As there are not 
yet any regulations prepared in this Minist:)^, this is the fundamental 
convention to which most of the radio affairs are controlled aecord- 

“An order ^ from the Central Government was issued lately 
that any radio apparatus imported from foreign countries must first 
apply for permission from the Ministry of War. This is the only 
order or law, as I know, from the Chinese Government regardhng radio 
administrations.’’ 

Ih this general relation the following item from the Kuo Min News 
Agency’s Press release under date of April 18, 1929, may be of interest 
to the liegation : 

“In a ministerial order to the Commissioner of Formgn Affairs for 
Kiangsu, the MQnistry of Foreign Affairs instructs that a strong pro- 
test be lodged with the French Consul-General in Shanghai, gainst 
the despatching and receiviM of commercial messages by the Erench 
(Koukaza) Radio Station. THie order points out that the operation of 
the French^ Radio Station in Shanghai for commercial purposes con- 
stitutes a violation of International Conventions/’ 

It is thought that possibly the Legation may be able to secure from 
the French Legation a statement as to the nature of the specific charges 
of violation of International Conventions brought by the Chinee 
authorities. 

I have [etc.] Eknbst B. Fmlcb 

893.113 Badio/ll : Telegram 

The Oonsvl Generai at Shanghai (jOumingh/xm) to the Secretary 

of State 

SsAxonAi, May 16, 1929 — 3 p. m, 
[Received May 16—9 : 55 a. m.] 

The following telegram has been sent to the Legation : 

“79, May 16, 3 p. m. The Nationalist Government ^ued the pro- 
hibition on April 13, 1929, against the further importation of radio 
equipment and materials, which notice was only brought to ^e 
attention of American importers when they attempted to enter dup- 
ments from America. There is at present over one hundred thousand 
dollars worth of all American radio materials on the hig h se as. Thte 
prohibition apparently originated with the War Department. Chi- 
nese Maritime Customs is attempting to have the prohibition altered 
by allowing amateur radio equipment to come in. 

^ For text of convention, see foreign Relations 1 192?r, vol. p- 288. 

“Copy of regulations, published on April 13, 1029, by the Chinese Ministry 
of Finance was transmitted to the Dei)artment by the Consul General at Shanghai 
in his despatch No. 6207, May 23; received June 21, 1929 (893.113 Badio/21). 
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This one of several prohibitions which the Chinese 
recently issued without giving due notice to shippers. * 


Repeated to the Department.” 


893.113 Raaio/13 : Telegram 




. |5'4i 


The Secretary of State to the Minister in Ghirih 


WAsmNGTOiir, May 18, 

166. Telegram 79, May 16, 3 p. m., from American Consul Geneiil 
at Shanghai to the Legation.^'^ * i*i 01 

Unless you find that steps have been taken to modiify the/pi^^i 
bition of importation of radio equipment in a way to obvidte 
to legitimate American interests, you should bring to the atteniW 
of the Chinese Government the hardship inflicted upon AMerfeifi 
importers by lack of reasonable notice, and urge extenisioii of 
for entry of goods now in transit. 


893.113 Radio/14 : Telegram ; 

The Minister in China {MaoMvfrray) to the Secretary of St^e 

Pekin-g, May 28^ 1929— 8 p. Mi 
[Received 8 : 55 p; in:| 

415. 1. Department’s 166, May 18, 6 p. m., repeated to ShaRgiiai 
with following instructions. 


‘^[Unless?] steps have been taken to modify the prohibition pf im,- 
portation of radio equipment in a way to obviate loss to legifin&tat^ 
American interests, you should bring to the attention of the Chinese 
Government the hardship inflicted upon American importers by a 
lack of reasonable notice and urge extension of time for entry, of 
goods now in transit. 

(2) Please report as to possible remedial measures effected, by: Ofi- 
nese Maritime Customs as referred to in your telegram. If prompt 
representations appear expedient, you are authorized to utilize^ 
partment’s instruction to the Legation in representations to ChitiB§e 
.authorities.” ^ 


2. in telegram of May 22, 11 a. m., Cunningham reported that C^^ 
toms has been unable to effect remedial measures and that MimBtiy^of 
War has inf ormed an American importer that no machinery ex^s' for 
granting permission to import radio equipment. In view of rapid 
developments in political situation, Cunningham deemed immediate 
action expedient and made representations to the Minister of Pore^ 
Affairs in the sense of the Department’s May 18, 6 p. m., to the 
Legation. 

MacMtjkbat 


Supra, 
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893.113 Radio/15 : T^egram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Mimdeter in Ohma {MaeMittray) 

WASHmcrroKr, June 1, p. m. 
_ 181. Your 416, May 23, 8 p. m. What is the present sUitos of pcnlii- 
bition against importation of radio equipment as regards both con- 

sigmnents now in shipment and future impcKrtaMona? !■ 

CtiAfial 


893.113 Radio/16 : T^egram 

TKe^ HfvnisteT in GKiifui (Jifac^ifti/TTay) to tTie So<ytstwry of SMto 

Pbbxntg, June 5, 1929 — 5 p. m 
[Received June 5 — 4:20 p. iru^**3 

448. Department’s 181, June 1, 1 p. m., was referred to the Ameri(mn 
Consul Creneral at Shanghai who has replied as follow : 

_ June 4, 3 p. m. I have to inf orm the Degation that no reply hnjg 
been received to the protest of the Board of Trade memorahduin 
iMmi^tryqf Finance re^yZa^ The embargo is still absolute. 

office has been informed by the Cfustoms that no radio equipment 
be imported unless it has been consigned to the N^ational QoverniU^nt.’^ 

2. Referring to last sentence paragraph 2 of the Degatkoi’s 41S, Wby 

28 [^3, 8 p. m., Cunningham made representations to |or 

Foreign Affairs on May 22 in following terms : 

"IJpon the instructions of the American representative, Pehing, I 
have the honor to urge a postponement of the c omin g into ^ect orme 
prohibition of April 13, 1929, against the further importation of radio 
equipment. This was issued without sufficient notice to importers. 
American ffmis have considerable amateur radio equipthent, whidh 
already arrived at Shanghai and other materials in transit but which 
the Customs will not permit to be entered because of the ^nhargo. It is 
believed that the ^prohibition of the Nationalist Government above 
referred to is not intended to apply to amateur radio material, but, in 
the absence of explanatoi^ instructions, the Customs authorities have 
failed^ to mak^ any distinction and have regarded the eonbai^o as 
applying to aU radio materials. This embargo against importation 
ox radio material is working a great hardship on importers concerned 
because of the fact that it was issued without reascmable notice. The 
Minister requests an extension of time for entry of the goods which 
have already arrived at Shanghai, as well as other shipments in transit 
to be granted.” 

3. Does the Department desire that further representations be made ? 

For the Minister: 

PXBXIKS 


14 


Telegram in two sections. 
323423-— 4 S—vol. xi ' 62 
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893.113 Radio/18 : T^egram 

The SeoTetcery of State to the Mimister in China 


WASHEsrcraoN, June r, 1929— 8 p,^' 
187. Tour 448, June 5, 6 p. m. The Legation may act on its 
discretion. Department suggests that further representations 
be withheld imless specific complaints are received from im' 

Keep Department informed. 


rW. 





893.113 Radlo/20 : Telegram v 

’■r 

The Minister in China {MaeMmmxy) to the Secretaay of State 

Peking, June 20, 192&~-5 p. ^4 
[Received June 20 — 3:20p.: “ 

495, Tour 187, June 7, 3 p. m. Following from Shanghai : 

^^June 19, 11 a. m. The following has been received dErom the « 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs bearing date June 14, 1929 
reply to this office’s telegram of May 22nd, as advised in mv M*©! 
of May 22, 11 a. m. to the Legation « ^ ' 

‘Having referred your request to the proper organization, we have now 
eelved the foUowing reply from the Minister of Finance: 

“With a view to exercise of caution in respect to military inteUieencfe the ' 
Minist^ of War, in consultation with the General staff, has previously sugg^s^ 
a rme for restriction import of radio apparatus or material. The rule proiridfil 
that no Individual, corporation or business establishment engaged in the buyiS 
^ radio apparatus or material shall be allowed to import the same 
without having secured a hucJuio^^ from the Ministry of War. It further pro-; 

purposes for which such apparatus or material is to be imported 
shall be fully and completely declared so that investigations may be made kti 
^eater facility, ^e record discloses that, with the sanction of the National 
Government, Ministry of Finance has instructed all customhouses to enforee 
compliance "^ith this rule, the purpose Cof] which is not to prohibit entry btit 
to rebate shipment. ODhe issuance of huohao by the Ministry of War hashoW 
been dis^ntinued by a mandate, and the Ministry of Finance has under consid- 
eratlon the way of modifying or adapting the above restrictive rule to circom- 

rill® or modus operandi is framed and ratified, we 
oost^houses to carry it into force so that it may be easier for 
[merchants] to effect shipment.** 

We^have to transmit this reply for your information and would appredate 
your forwarding it to the American Minister.’ 

Copy of complete despatch is being forwarded by today’s 

MAcMmcBAlr 


See par. 2 of t^egram No. 415, May 23, from the Minister in China, p. 836. 
A permit, 

" Not printed. 
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S11.912SB/ie2 : telegram 

TTi^ ]i£iifiisteT i//i CJivnci (^McLcMwray"^ to tho Socrotwy of Sto^ 

PEKma, July IS, 1929~t p. m. 

[Eeceived July 16—0:80 a. m.J 

570. My 838, May 2, 8 p. m.^® lu reply to tihe liegatioii^s farther 
inquiry, following from N apking : 

^^July 13, 4 p. m. Minis try for Foreign Affairs today informed 
me that action for ratification by China of Washington Eadio Con- 
vention^ of 1927^ was tahen in June but was nullified by irregular 
proceeding duplicature. The necessary action has been taJken again 
and only the simature of Chiai^ Kai-^ih^® is now required for 
[completion?] of ratification by (mina of the Radio Ccmvention.’^ 

MaoMitbbat 


893.113 Radio/31 

Chinese Regvlations Restricting Imfortation of Radio Egaipments 
and MatericdSy Prorrmlgated Jvly Sly 1929 ^ 

[Translation] 

AHTLcm 1. Eadio equipments and materials shall consist of the 
various kinds of equipments and materials for the use of radiograph 
and radiophone. 

ARTiciiE 2. Prior to the importation of equipment and materials, 
all importers or sellers of the various kinds of radio equipment and 
materials shall submit packing invoices, specifications of machines, 
bills of consignment, and detailed statements of cost to the highest 
local authorities of that district for transmission to the Ministry of 
Military Administration for the issuance of a release permit, after 
which the shipment may be imported. Should the firm be located in 
a foreign leased area, an application may be submitted to the nearest 
highest authorities for transmission to those in charge for issuance. 

Article 3. When any business firm applies for a seccmd permit for 
importation of radio equipment and materials, a detailed table blow- 
ing the place of consuinption of the various equipment and materials 
imported during the last shipment, purchasers, descriptions and quan- 
tities of equipment and materials shall be enclosed therewith. In case 

“Not printed. 

“ Gen. Oniang Kai-shek, chairman of the State Ckitmcil <xC the Naticmal Gov- 
ernment of China. 

“The Chinese instrument of ratification, together with a declaration, was 
deposited by the Chinese Minister with the Department of State on June 23, 
1930. 

“■Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his des- 
patch No. 52, February 27, 1930; received March 28, 1930. The Chinese text 
was transmitted to the Legation in China in a note of February 7, 1930, from 
the Chinese Foreign Office. 
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the table proves incorrect with the facts, the issuance of the'f 
may be stopped. ^ 

ARTTnr.Tii 4. When the Ministry of Military Administration and \ 
General Staff Board deem it necessary to ban imports of certain? 
equipment and materials during a period of military affairs,, the i| 
ance of permits may be suspended. ’ ' 

ATyrrrtr.Ti! 5. In case of the discovery and seizure by the Mafit 
toms of any imports of radio equipment or materials illicitly ! 
without any covering of permit, the said equipment or Ihaterid 
be detained, and the matter reported to the Mini stry of Mihjl^^l 
ministration for consideration and action. ,, 

■ Asxicslb 6. After they have obtained permits, all business 
pay all necessary duties on the equipment and materials in accordaoee ’ 
with the existing tariff regulations of the Ministry of Finance. 

AirrTfTr.Ti! 7. Each application for a permit diall be accqmp?iiued^?i 
a fee of $10 for the permit and a stamp tax of $2. 

Abticijb 8. Imports of any radio equipment or materials for tm i 
of the Ministry of Gommunications or the Board of Eecor 
shall be released, if they are covered by permits issued by the ! 
or the Board. However, a notice must be sent to the Ministry of 1 
tary Administration and the General Staff Board for thieir : 
tion. 

AEcnonE 9. These Begulations shall come into force from the < 
promulgation. i 




893.113 Badlo/2T 

TAe Oonsid 'General ShangJuii {Oummig'hMfri) tathe 

. China {PerJema)^ 

No. 6309 Shanghai, December 

Sm: With reference to this Consulate General’s telegram Ntw4^ i 
June 19, 1929, 11 a. m.,®^ quoting a telegram from the Ministi^ qf 
Finance regarding the lifting of the embargo against the importajtfqt 
of radio equipment, I have the honor to quote, the following from^ 
local Commissioner of Customs for the information of the Legatk®. 

“I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2^ 
November last, enquiring, in connection with the reported tOToyi|I<<ff 
the restrictions against the importation of radio receiving setSj Tpre- i 
less apparatus, etc., if any official notification to that effect had; 
received by the Customs, and, in reply, to inform you that I ha^ 
been notified of the removal of the embargo. : ;f 

**Oopy received In the Department without covering despatch on , Fe^rtiaiJyj^ 
1930. ■ ■ . V 

^ See telegram No. 495, June 20, from the Minister in China, p. 838. . « > 
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“Some time ago my attention was drawn to announcement anent 
this removal appearing in the Oovemment and official con- 

firmation was then sought for by me, so far, howevejf, without reply.” 

I have [etc.] Bowi*? S. CnmmnxBtAsc 


DIFFICULTIES IN CTONA OF THE CENUEtAL ASIATIC EXPEDXIION 
OF THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL mSTDBY 

031.11 American Museum of Natural BDLstory (4tli Asiatic) /II 

Memorcmdtmi l>y the Secretary of 8ta;te of a OormerB(Morh 'With the 
Chinese Minister {O. O, Wu) 

[WASHmoTON,] lEg 1929. 

Subject: Roy Chapman Andrews expedition undear auspices of Amer- 
ican Museum of Natui^ History I 

I told the Minister that I had received a communication from I>r. 
Henry Fairfield Osborn^ Premdent of the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, who is an old friend of mine and whom I had known 
for many years, in regard to the Andrews expedition; that I was 
familiar with those expeditions while I was in Peking and that I 
had seen and knew Mr. Andrews and was very much interested in the 
results of his previous trips; that I was informed that the ^Kpe^tioh 
had been held up since April 15th by the Ghinese Government wMch 
had sought to impose certain conditions which I had before me before 
they would consent to its proceeding; that I had the condi|ions 
and I thought they were wholly impossible and subversive of th6 ex- 
pedition’s going forward. I pointed out too, particularly^ the fibrst 
article, which I read to the Minister, requiring the expedition tq be 
composed of half Chinese and half foreign members and each half to 
have a leader. I said that such a division of responsibility was vio- 
lative of every principle of scientific expeditions, as indeed any mih - 
tary expedition or any other kind of expedition, that the sncce^ of 
Mr. Andrews’ expedition depended upon his personality and his lead- 
ership and this would destroy that. I pointed out that I myself am 
personally familiar with exploring expeditions, having participated in 
them and I knew what the destruction of leaderdnp meant. 

The other condition that they have imposed upon foreign member- 
ship in the expedition, that they make the Museum pay for all of 
the expenses of these added members, was grossly unfair in view of 
the diflSiculty which the Museum had in raising money for the^ ex- 
peditions. In short I told him that I thought these conditions would 
make impossible such an expedition. I told hnn further that I was 
sympathetic with the efforts which China was making to preoerve its 
good name and its advances and had respected the ac^evements 
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wMch its present leaders were maMag in those respects, but 
an attempt to hold up— and I said the word might be disasr^ 
but it meant nothing less than that — ^this expedition were mad^'M; 
such terms it would cause a very bad impression throughout the 
and that impression would go everywhere because all scientists 
virtually brothers; therefore I hoped that a word to the wise wqh 
be sufficient and I would be glad if he would convey my impre^^^ 
Dr. Wang the Foreign Minister, whom I knew personally, so 
this expedition coTild go forward as soon as possible. : tfi 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4th Asiatic )/17 

Memorcmdmri hy the Assistant Secreta/ry of State {JoJwism) 

[Washington,] Ma,y 

The Chinese Minister called at noon by appointment. The 
ister stated that he had called for the purpose of inf orrcdng^ 
Secretary of two replies he had received to his two messages concfedfc; 
ing the Roy Chapman Andrews Expedition, one message sentii#* 
the result of his conversation with Doctor Sherwood^^ and the 
message sent as the result of his conversation with the Secretary ; 
May thirteenth. r s?| ' 

The Minister stated that in reply to his first telegram, the Minisli 
for Foreign Affairs at Nanking stated that the question had previi* v 
ously been handled by an organization for the preservation ^ 
antiquities in North China and had not been up for consideratioi 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, but now that it was before M 
Government, the National legislature (liegislative Yuan) was giving 
consideration to a law on the subject of the preservation of antiquifi^ 
which would be general in its application, and it was hoped then that 
the question of the Andrews Expedition could be properly handled 
The Secretary asked the Minister whether he had commxmicatei 
to his Government the Secretary’s anxiety with regard to the fiituii& 
prospects of the Andrews Expedition as every day’s delay was mak^ 
ing it less probable that the Expedition would be successful and the 
Minister’s remark that the matter was to be dealt with by the Leg- 
islature sounded ominous. The Minister stated that he was comiag 
to that : that in a second telegram, a personal one from the Foreiga 
Minister, Mr. C. T. Wang, to himself in reply to the second telegram 
reporting his conversation with the Secretary, the Foreign Minist^i^ 
had stated that the Secretary of State should not be worried abo# 

T. Wang. 

__ George H. Sherwood, director of the American Museum of Natural Histofyi 
New xork. 
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the matter as he was sure that every just consideratioii would be 
given to the requirements of Mr. Andrews. 

The Secretary stated that he felt these replies did not quite meet 
the situation, that it was not a question of human antiquities whose 
preservation for historical and national reasons he could understand 
and sympathize with, but it was a question of scientific research into 
the remains of early prehistoric life, of interest to the entire world, 
a research in which all peoples would equally benefit, whi<di was being 
held up by the Chinese at the pre^nt time. Mr. Andrews was not a 
new investigator in this field. He had proved his ability by previous 
expeditions and was now asking for permission to proceed on an 
expedition for this coming summer and he was being delayed by 
requirements and demands which the Secretary said appeared to be 
most unusual and most bturdensome. The Secretary felt that perhaps 
the Chinese Government did not appreciate the fact that further 
delay was calculated to jeopardize the entire expedition as the summer 
would soon he over and communication impossible. 

The Chinese Minister stated that he felt Ae requirements which the 
Secretary referred to had been made by inexperienced persons engaged 
in cooperating with this party in ISTorth CMna; that he felt sure the 
authorities at Nanking could and would recognize the importance of 
the matter. He said that he would telegraph again and that he hoped 
to have a more favorable reply to his next telegram. He said that 
after all the dinosaur bones had been there a long time and perhaps a 
delay of a day or two would not make too much difierence. The 
Secretary stated that of course it was quite true that the dino^ur bones 
had been sitting a long time but that the expedition was in the fidd 
and could not wait and it was very important that something he done 
very soon. 

N[ELSOI5r] T. JfosKSoir] 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4tli Asiatic) /24 

MeTnorcmdmrtA the Assiatcmt Secretary of 8ta;te {JoJmeon) 

[Washington,] June 4^ 1929, 
The Chinese Minister called upon the Secretary by appointment. 
The Secretary stated that he was still concerned about the situation 
that confronted the Mongolian expedition of the Natural History 
Museum of New York as he had heard from Dr. Osborn recently and 
he wondered whether the Minister had received any reply. 

The Minister stated that he had not received any reply. He said 
that he had been somewhat emharra^ed in the matter as the Secretary 
would recall that he had made the suggestion to his Government that 
the Andrews expedition be allowed to proceed and leave the question 
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of a decision with regard to the treatmeat of fossil remain 
settled when the new law which was under consideration hy i 
tionalist Government was passed. I>r. Wu said that he lieli^' 
Secretary had approved his idea. The Minister stated that at 
days after this telegram went out he had been in New York 
asked Dr. Osborn to come to see him and had told bjTri wtai; 
done. Later Dr. Sherwood had come to Wadiin^n arid h%4 
him a letter from Dr. Osborn from which Dr. Wu had mf 
Dr. Osborn did not agree to the suggestion made by tb^ Mt 
he said that Dr. Sherwood had returned to New Tort to 
Wii’s understanding of this matter and had so telegraphed hir»,i 
he had been under the necessity of telegraphing hia Governm® 

Dr. Osborn could not accept that suggestion. ‘ ™ . 

The Secretary stated that he did not recall that he had "^*-^' 
sense approved of the idea that the expedition should be alio 
proceed tmder any sense of uncertainty as to the di^os 
fossils. He said that the Natural History Museum hea-^ 

Osborn had through the means of these several expeditions 
lated a very valuable history of Mongolian fossils; i;hat the'jn 
naturally felt that there was only one way to ha ndl e this f os^ 
rial and this was to bring it out from Mongolia, take it 'it 
York where it could be properly studied with all the scientbSe 
rial there and comparison made, and then decisions made 
should be done with it. He said that he understood that Ikt 
semn was prepared to be very fair with the Chinese and wotdd 
to them duplicates of all specimens found where duplicates 
and expertly-made casts of unique material when found, soi^at'iw 
result would be that the Chinese would have a duplicate of ' 
lection at the Museum- He pointed out that he sympathi;^e4 
the viewpomt of the Museum in this matter, as naturally it woSv* 
very difficult if not impossible to determine in China or any plac® 
else than New York for that matter just what the specimens fomid: "" 
represented and how they fitted into the continuity of the finds^ ani^ 
he said that he felt there was considerable to be said on the sid^^ftf the 
Museum in feeling that the Chinese should settle this question before 
the Museum went into the field. 

The Chinese Minister stated that Mr. Tchang B[i, the <;haii|®aii 
of the committee for the Preservation of Chinese Antiquitie%n1yas It 
person acquainted to him and in whom he felt the greatest confideaGii 
He felt that he was a liberal man, anxious to do the right thiiigitt 
all matters. He felt that perhaps he had been wrongly advised 
sonae of the Chinese scientists aroxmd him^ that perhaps sotoe differ^ 
entiation should be made between paleontological specimens andriett 
specimens of human manufacture. The Secretary asked the Mitfislac 
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whetlier lie could make this suggestion to the Foreign MiniBter and 
have the Chinese Government make this decision now. The Minister 
stated that it was a question of the law which was to be passed and 
there was some difficulty about the time as he understood that the 
expedition had to leave by the 15th of June at the latest and he did 
not believe that they could work so fast in China, that they had al- 
ready been delayed by the funeral of Dr. Sun ^ and Ihere had been 
other delays due to the commission form of Government which th^ 
had. Mr. Wu stated that having confidence in the judgment of bfp 
own authorities he had felt that he could make the suggestion which 
he had originally made. He realized it was his own ^xggestion and 
he felt certain that the Government would have settled the matter 
satisfactorily in the end. 

The Secretary reminded Dr. Wu that the expedition wa^ sent out 
under the instructions of Dr. Osborn who was an authority in his 
field and respected all over the world, that because of his position 
people throughout the United States had been making contributions 
for the support of this expedition, that they stood to lose their in- 
vestment if they could not get their finds back to the Museum. Dr. 
Wu stated that of course it was a question of the finance and if the 
Government should decide against the expedition they could reim- 
burse the Museum for the loss. The Secretary stated that that of 
course could be done but it wasn’t merely a question of finances; it 
was a question of scientific study, the question of completing a study 
already begun, the question of completing a work which only Dr. 
Osborn could do, that Dr. Osborn was a man along in years and it 
could not be expected that he could continue this kind of work for- 
ever. The opportunity was here now and tifate ^ecimens were being 
collected and classified and Dr. Osborn was applying his great 
abilities to their classification and that more than a financial loss 
would be suffered by the scientific world if the expedition were to 
fail. 

Some question was raised as to the authority of the Commission. 
Mr. Johnson remarked that the expeditions in the past had operated 
under permits issued by the Peking Government, the last being L^ued 
by the Government of Chang Tso-Lin, that when the Government 
of Chang Tso-Lin disappeared and the National Government took 
over affairs the Committee headed by Mr. Tchang Ki had suddenly 
appeared and began its work by seizing the finds of the Andrews ex- 
pedition at Kalgan on their emergence from Mongolia. Mr. Johnson 
stated that months had passed and it remained at Ka^an because the 
Committee had been unwilling to authorize a permit for the export of 

See pp. 876 1C. 

** See Foreign Belatiom, 1928, vol. n, pp. 119 ft. 
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a large number of cases of finds made by tbe expedition 
Mr. Johnson stated that this was added reason why Mr. Andreii^; 
unwilling to proceed on the new expedition u n less he had some ai 
ance that they could take out their finds when they got them. 

The Secretary stated that he had not been aware that the 
tion had been handicapped in sending out previous finds up tpf 
time. He could see that there was reason for the expedition bi 
unwilling to proceed with the matter undecided. He express^ 
hope that the Chinese Minister could persuade his Government^ 
find some solution to permit the finds of the expedition to leave 
and that the expedition should proceed with its work, so that 
finds could go to New York as hitherto arranged. Mr. Wu 
that he would again telegraph his Government and see what he coi 
do. Before leaving, Mr. Johnson arranged with Mr. Wu for hiiE 
see Dr. Osborn in Mr. Johnson’s ojflSice on Friday morning at 
o’clock. 

NCEiiSoir] T. J[o: 



031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4tli Asiatic) /23 : Telegram 

The Minister in China (MaoMvrray) to the Secretary of State^^ 

Peking, June 10, 1929 — 9 p. ' 
[Keceived June 10 — 6 : 08 p. 

460. Your No. 170, May 22, 7 p. m.^® 

1. In response to personal telegram I had sent him May 22 urga^ 
facilitation of arrangements to avoid necessity of the America^ | 
Museum abandoning plans for further scientific exploration in ChinaJ^ 
Doctor Wang handed me J une 4 a note stating that permission had been 
given for Andrews ‘^to proceed before June 15th to be accompanied by 
a proper number of Chinese specialists with the understanding that the 
excavated materials shall be disposed of in accordance with the regu- 
lations governing excavations in China which are being dr^wn up,” 
and asking for telegraphic word whether this arrangement would be 
agreeable to Andrews. In doing so Wang stated that this was ad- 
mittedly unsatisfactory but the best he had been able to do in the 
matter thus far, and urged that I assure Andrews that he might start 
on his expedition in reliance upon Wang’s personal assurance that 
everything would be arranged to hi^ satisfaction. 

2. On consultation with Andrews I telegraphed Wang June 7th that 
the museum had instructed him not to proceed without definite under^ 
standing regarding disposition of collections. 

^ Telegram in three sections. 

*Not printed; it reported interviews of May 13 and 20 with the CShinese 
Minister. 
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3. Andrews has today diown me a telegram from the musetim 
dated. June 9th stating that it had offered to accept Wu’s proposal 
that the expedition proceed “leaving status of 1929 collection to 
UanMng legislation which Minister Wu states may separate fossils 
from archaeological specimesns.” 

4. Andrews and his assistants are convinced, as I am, that to start 
without previous definite agreement would involve the results of 
the expedition in disputes to which the museum could not from 
previous experience expect reasonably satisfactory outcome. 

6. We further apprehend that the definite arrangements we were 
stiU hopeful of obtaining within the brief period before 
must be taken, will now be delayed by the annoimcement as to the posi- 
tion taken by the museum. Andrews is therefore telegraphing [ap- 
parent omission] that the museum withdraw its offer to accept the 
Chinese proposal Aat the expedition proceed without awaiting an 
understanding as to the disposition of its finds. 

MacMubbat 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4tli Asiatic) /34 

Memormdvm hy tTie Assistcmt Secretary of State (Johnson) 

[Washingtok,] June 12, *1929. 

The Chinese Minister called upon me today and stated that he had 
received a telegram from his Government informing him that a 
permit had been issued for the export from China of the thirty-five 
cases belonging to the Museum from the Andrews Expedition into 
Mongolia of 1928. He said that this would leave the question of the 
disposal of the collections of the 1929 espedition to he settled under 
the new regulations which were in preparation. The Minister told 
me that he had communicated this by telegraph to Doctor Osborn. 

N’[bi.son] T. J[ohnsok3 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4th Asiatic) /40 

Memorandum 'by the Assistant Secretary of State (Johmon) 

[Washington',] June 18, 1929* 
At the request of Doctor Osborn of the Arneric^an Museum of 
ISfatural BQstory, I asked the Chinese Minister to come to see me 
this morning. Upon his arrival I showed him the telegram which 
Mr. Andrews had sent to the Museum through the Legation.*® I 


Not printed. 
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explained to him that the Museum was somewhat disturbed,, 
tor Osborn had understood from his interview with the 
June 7, that provided the 1928 collections were released, 
expedition could proceed on its way leaving the question of,/* ^ 
position of the 1929 collections to be determined tmder the. 
tive raeasures concerning such questions now being drafted 
Legislative Tuan, Doctor Osborn feeling confident frcan -v^ 
Minister told him that the Legislative Yuan in making su<^,] 
tion would deal justly with the matter. I stated that from 1 
gram it would appear that the Cultural Society was upt "wil 
accept the Government’s word in the matter; that they were , 
ing themselves the terms under which the expedition should " 
and that the American Museum was very much discourag||( 
Wes' prepared to withdraw its expedition rather than go ahead « 
these arrangements. I pointed out also that the ^peditioR j(» 
not proceed under co-directora; that all Doctor Osborn 
sented to was that they should take along with them two stud^ 
who could accompany the expedition for purposes of training. 

The Chinese Minister read the telegram and then stated 
recalled in a convOTsation with Doctor Osborn the other 
Doctor Osborn had stated he would be willing to accept Me 
made by the Minister provided the 1928 collections were releaa 
that is, that he would be prepared to recommend to his trusteeai 
they accept these terms and permit the 1929 expedition to /akf 
field. The Minister stated that up to the present time he h^.i 
heard from Doctor Osborn as to what action he had taken i| | 
matter, although he had telephoned to Doctor Osborn at onqe ,|(B 
the release of the 1928 fossils. 

I told the Minister I thought it was quite clear about the m? 

As a matter of fact, Doctor Sherwood had forwarded me a coj^’j 
the telegram which Doctor Osborn had sent to Andrews authoilza^ 
him to proceed. I said I would get Doctor Sherwood on the 
phone and have Tiim discuss the matter with Doctor Wq. This I 
^d and the Chinese Minister had a conversation with Doctor Shta^ 
wood, the exact purport of which I could not hear. The Minister, 
however, apparently was told by Doctor Sherwood that orders had 
been issued for the expedition to proceed and I understood that to 
arranged with Doctor Sherwood for a further communication this 
afternoon at 3 : 15. As the Minister left I understood him ^ 
that he hoped everything would be satisfactorily arranged. : y 

N[ixson] T. J[OHNSdl^ 
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031.11 Ajnerican Museum of Natural History (4tlx Asiatic) /43 

Memoraaidmn hy th& 8eoretasry of State 

[WASHmoTOMfJ Jnne 24, 1929, 
Chinese Minister gave me an account of the ^wgotiaticms 
which had. taken place during my absence in re^u^ to the Andrews 
Expedition. This included the fact that the collections for 1928 
had been released by the Chinese Government and that a demand 
for a Chinese expeit to go as a co-director with Andrews been 
made by the Chinese society, but not by the Chinese Government. 
He did not anticipate that there would be any trouble on that score. 


031.11 Americau Museum of Natural History <4th Asiatic) /51 ; !relesram 

The Secvetavy of Stdte to the JilinieteT im* OhmicL {^MacMwra^) 

Washington, June 28, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

219^ Can you give Department any information as to the present 
status of Andrews expedition* Department understood that Chinese 
Minister here advised National Government to permit expedition to 
proceed into the field subject to release of 1928 collections, the Natural 
History Museum being -willing to leave the question of disposal of 
1929 finds to be settled under legislation now being enacted by 
National Government, it being understood that Chinese Minister here 
had advised his Government that all other governments make a dis- 
tinction between palaeontological specimens and archaeological speci- 
mens in such legislation. Natural History Museum also notified 
Chinese Minister here that it would not accept a co-director of the 
expedition but would take two Chinese students into the field and 
would bring one to America, 

SrncsoN 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4th Asiatic) /52 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {Ma^Muirray) to the Seoretcmy of State 

Peking, July 2, 1929 — p. m. 

[Becseived 11 p. m.^] 

528. Your 219, June 28, 3 p. m. No developments subsequent to 
those reported in the Legation’s 503, June 24, 5 p. m.,®^ and previous 
telegrams. 

Andrews early in April, in local negotiations with cultural somety, 
as a first concession reluctantly agreed to accept a so-called Chinese 


"Telegram, in two sections. 
"■Not printed. 
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co-director but the expedition should not proceed unless the 
should have full direction of it and control of the disposal of ^ 
fossils discovered. On the other hand, after Andrews had^ 
locked with cultural society, Osborn, negotiating for the 
with Minister Wu, agreed to the expedition proceeding withomt 
definite arrangements in regard to disposal of fossils, trusti^l 
favorable Nanking legislation regarding disposal of 1929 co] 

Osborn originally agreed with Andrews in this phase of the 
but altered his views, presumably as a result of representatioBs 
by Minister Wu who apparently only recently persuaded mui 
1928 collection of fossils was in jeopardy, although it had been xeMai 
already under an agreement made by Andrews with cultural society i 
Peking in October of last year. 

As reported in the [Legation’s 503, June 24, 5 p. m., cultural 
has adopted evasive attitude and refuses to state whether or not i 
accept terms agreed to by Nationalist Government. If 
Wang and O. C. Wu are actually seeking to control opposition 1 
cultural society, their efforts thus far appear utterly fruitless and 1 
society is manifesting an increasingly unfriendly attitude. : 

Andrews and his associates consider situation hopeless since they 3® ;; 
convinced that the society will block the expedition unless its trai^i 
however reasonable, are accepted. Andrews* awaits further instri®? 
tions from museum. % 

For the Ministi^V 



'm. 
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031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4tli Asiatic) /57 

MeTnorandum hy the Secretary of State 

[WASECiN-aTON,] July 12^ II 
The Chinese Minister brought up the question of the Andrews 
pedition and told me that what he thought was the last doubt had 
been dissolved ; that the Chinese had given up their claim to have a 
Chinese co-director go with the Expedition. 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4th Asiatic) /61 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MaoMicrray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, July 19, 1929-^8 p.ifr 
[Received July 20-— 1 : 45 p. 

596. In further reference to your telegram No. 219, June 28, 6 p. hi. 
1. I took Andrews, July 11th, to discuss with Minister for Foreigii 
Affairs, then in Peking, what anpeared to be the sole outstandiiaf 

Telegram in two sections. 
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issue^ namely, the demand for a Chinese co-diirector of the expedition. 
Wang assured us he had prevailed upon the cultural society to waive 
its insistence upon appointing co-director so that it would only be 
necessary for Andrews to make [apparent omission] with that sociely 
final arrangements for the starting out of the expedition. 

2. On consulting the society, Andrews found they insi^^ed upon hia 
acceding to their demand that all this year’s finds should be subject to 
such division as they might see fit to make here without permitting the 
collection to be sent to America for study. This would wholly defeat 
in advance the museum’s purpose in consenting to abide by Nanking 
legislation in the matter as Pettit IDoceorfJi CWbom had offered to do 
in reliance upon Minister Wu’s assurance that such legislation woxild 
enable the finds to be divided after thorough scientific study. Andrews 
meanwhile learned that TV^ang had made known his support of ^hA 
society in this matter. He therefore declined, in accordance with in- 
structions of the museum, to accede to this demand which would have 
made the division of those finds subject to haphazard disposition by a 
group which is definitely hostile. 

3. While regretting the necessity of his abandoning further plans of 
exploration in territory under Chinese control, I have made it cl^r 
that there was no other course open to him * and I concur in his report 
[to] museum that “We cannot see hope for future unless there is com- 
plete change in attitude of Government, which unhappily there is no 
reason to expect.” 

MAoMnenAT 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History <4tli Asiatic) /64 

Mern/>randv/nh iy the Assistant Secretary of Sta;te {Johnson) 

[Washington,] July 26, 192^. 

The Chinese Minister called and referred to the case of Mr. Boy 
Chapman Andrews. He stated that he had received a telegram from 
C. T. Wang, Chinese Foreign Minister, stating that he had arranged 
with the Cultural Committee in Peking about the question of the co- 
director so that the expedition could go into the field. The Minister 
stated that he now understood that Mr. Andrews had canceled his 
expedition and he wondered what had happened as he hoped every- 
thing had been fixed up. 

I told the Chinese Minister what had happened. After Mr. An- 
drews’ interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, he consulted 
the Cultural Society only to find that the Cultural Society was insist- 
ing that all material found by the expedition should be brought to 
Peking and there to be gone over and divided by the Chinese before 
any of it could be sent to New York. I stated that this went back to 
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the beginning of things when we had discussed the whole 
the distinction to be drawn between archeological remains apd piS 
tological remains; that the Museum was acting on what I un' ^f^S 
to be a well-known fact, namely, that paleontological rema,^,J 
covered in public domains belonged to the finder while archeojp^l 
remains, having a connection with the national history of the 
where found, naturally were subject to such claims as the 
that country might care to exert. I stated that Mr. Andrews; 
approval of their principals here had refused to agree to a5qy ^ 
method and that we could hardly expect them to agree. ; \ • 

The Minister stated that he had not heard that there was 
dispute, that' he had thought all of that settled. I vP 

I stated that it was my understanding that Mr. Andrew^ 
doubtless remain in Peking for some time although the expedifiqn^^ 
now off because it was too late for them to go into the field. I ^ 
had hopes, as did Doctor Osborn, that we could arrangq,^# 
misunderstanding. j 

N[blson] T. JEqray 


031.11 American Museum of Natural History (4tli Asiatic) /67 ^ ^ Jj 

The President (Osborn) and the Director (Sherwood) of the 
icam Musema of Natural History^ New York^ to the Assistamt 
tary of State (J ohnson) ,*.>3 


New York, July 29, 1929. 

Dear Secretary Johnson : I am deeply interested in your letter of 
July 27 enclosing a telegram received from Mr. MacMuri^y^^ aMi 
in a letter of Jime 29 just received from Dr. Andrews which ®row 
further light on the situation — a somewhat unexpected light since 
the head of the Geological Survey of China is found to be the author 
of these impossible conditions. ‘ ^ 

Dr. Andrews is so hopeless about the future that he advised 
out our entire equipment and practically abandoning Pekihg as ; i 
base of operations. I cabled him not to do so but to send all the r^ 
of the party back and to remain himself in Peking and hold our grotmd 
and await the results of further negotiations until our Governing 
and the Chinese Government can get together and settle the iihportaut 
principle involved in this matter. If you have an opportunity I hope 
you will kindly draw Secretary Stimson’s attention to this letter as 
a subject which can be brought up in the autumn but which in tfe 
meantime I hope you will both have in mind, namely : 


“Not printed. 

“ See telegram No. 696, July 19, p. 850. 
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First, tlie confiscation of th.e 1028 collection, secured by autborization 
of the Chinese Government, is qhite as serious as the confiscation of 
any other American property in China. 

Second, the holding of the 1028 collection in August, 1928 untU 
June, 1020 involved a very serious financial loss for which the 
American Museum should be remunerated. 

Third, the imposition of practically confiscatory conditions on the 
1920 expedition was without precedent in any country in the world, 
civilized or uncivilized. 

Fourth, the XJnited States Government supports the American 
Museum of Natural History in drawing a sharp distinction between 
objects of archaeology and art which should remain in Chirta and ob- 
jects of purely scientific value, the history of which is the common 
property of the scientific world. 

Fifth, the American Museum desires to complete its geological and 
palaeontological survey of Mongolia which has cost nearly half a 
million dollars and is one of the most important scientific undertakings 
of the twentieth century. 

Sixth, the American Museum desires to fostej: the smence of palaeon- 
tology in China by the training of expe^ in this field, by the send- 
ing of duplicate collections to the museum in Peking, by the completion 
of its twelve- volume survey of the geology and palaeontology of Mon- 
golia and by the liberal preparation and despatch of duplicate col- 
lections to the Palaeontological Museum' of the Survey in Peking or to 
the public Natural Histo:^ Museum if such is ^tabhahed as planned 
by Professor Osborn and Director V. EL Ting in 

Yours sincerely, Hnirar FAmriKLP OsBonN- 

Geo. H, Sheewood 


INFORMAL. REPRESENTATIONS TO PROTECT AMERICAN FIBli FROM 
ACTION OF THE JAPANESE POLICE IN THE SOUTH MANCHURIA 
RAILWAY ZONE 

393.115 Poster-McClellan Company/1 

The Minister in Ohina {JJiacMmfrofyt) to tTie Secretary of 3t€^e 

No. 2170 Pekxno, June 25, 

[Beeeived August 2.] 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose copies of six despatches from the 
American Consul in charge at Mukden, to the Legationi,®® in regard to 
efforts of the Japanese authorities to cl<^ the office of Fo^r-Mo- 
Clellan Company, an American firm, doing business in the Japanese 
Railway Settlement at Mukden, such action by the Japanese being in 
complete disregard of the extraterritorial privileges enjoyed by Amer- 

** None printed. 
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icaxi citizens throughout China. There is also enclosed ^ 
the Liegation’s instruction of today’s date to the American 
in charge at Mukden. 

I have [etc.] J. V. A* 

[Enclosure] 

The Minister in China {MajeMurray) to the Consul at Mukde^ 

Teking, June 26; 10; 

Snt : In response to your despatch, No. 231, of May 31, 1929,^ 
previous despatches regarding the efforts of the police authorlfey^^ 
the Japanese Bailway Settlement at Mukden to interfere mtli m 
business of the Foster-McClellan Company, as conducted in the 
way Settlement, I beg leave to inform you that this matter has t^ 
the subject of informal personal representations addressed to the Jkpj 
nese Legation here, in the hope of bringing about a satisfactory adj^ 
ment of the matter without formally reopening the general qu^^, 
of the rights of the Japanese authorities in the Railway Settlement it 
Mukden. This phase of the matter was tactfully brought to the 
tion of the Japanese Legation, which in reply stated that it 
address prompt inquiries to the Japanese Consul General in Mnkd^ 
since it was possible that there had been some misunderstanding. 

A copy of an informal note of today’s date, addressed to Mr. 
Amau, First Secretary of the Japanese Legation, by Mr. Spiker 
Legation, is enclosed®® for your information. It is hoped that 
informal representations made will prove sufficient to bring about ihf 
cessation of the efforts of the Japanese police to interfere with tlfe 
legitimate business activities of the Foster-McClellan Company in 
Mukden. However, in the event that this does not prove to be the 
case, the Legation will give further consideration to the suggestioiie 
contained in the last two paragraphs of your despatch, No. MS, # 
April 25th, to the Legation,®^ namely: that your office make reply to 
the Japanese Consul General in the general sense of the Departmmt’s 
instruction to the Legation, No. 992, of June 3, 1919,®® relative to pri^ 
vious efforts of the Japanese to exercise authority in the Japah^ 
Railway Settlement in Mxikden in disregard of the extraterritorial 
privileges enjoyed by American citizens in China. 

A copy of your despatch under acknowledgement and of your pre- 
vious reports concerning this case have been transmitted to the Depart- 
ment, together with a copy of this instruction. A copy of my tran^ 
mitting despatch to the Department is also enclosed. 

I am [etc.] [File copy not rignedl 


*^Not printed. 

“Not formd in Department files. 

“ Foreign Relations, 1919, vol. n, p. 449. 
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393.115 Foster-McCl^an C(mipaii7/2 

The Mi/nister in Ghina {MctoMurray) to the Seoretwfy of Stc^ 

No. 2262 Peking, August 16, 192®. 

[Beoeived Septembw 18.] 

Sir : lu reference to the Legation’s despatch No. 2179 of June 26, 
1929, regarding the efforts of the Japanese police authorities to dose 
the office of the Foster-McClellan Company, an American firm doing 
a wholesale business in drugs and medicme in the Japanese Bailway 
Settlement in Mukden, I have the honor to endose copies of informal 
communications addressed to this legation by Mr. Eiji Amau, First 
Secretary of the Japanese Legation, under dates of June 26 and July 
11, 1929, together with copy of the Legation’s instructiiai of today’s 
date to the American Consul in charge in Mukden." 

There are also enclosed copies of despatches No. 288 of July 6, 1929, 
and No. 239 of July 8, 1929, from the American Consul in ^ar^ at 
Mukden, to the Legation," in reference to the matter. 

The failure of the Japanese liegation to mention in its informal 
notes the “new regulations of June, 1928”, which were quoted by the 
Acting Consul General for Japan in Mukden in his letter of April 
24, 1929, to the American Consul in charge at Mukden (see endosure 
No. 4“ with Legation’s despatch No. 2179 of Jime 26, 19^), only 
serves to confirm the belief that the sudden action by the Japanese 
police, early in 1929, against the Mukden agen<^ of the American 
firm, was taken not in response to Government regulations, but to 
the “regulations of June, 1928”, as promulgated by an assoc3udion of 
Japanese chemists and medicine dealers, which body has apparently 
been rather successful in driving out Gierman and Bussian competitors 
from Mukden and other places in Manchuria. The Kwantung Gov- 
ernment regulations of 1925, as quoted in the Japanese I<egation’s 
informal note of July 11th, were not maationed previous to 1929 as 
applicable to the American firm, and during recent conversations this 
fact was tactfully brought to the attention of the Japanese Legation. 
It is believed that it will allow the matter to rest with Secretary 
Am'au’s fiTinl informal note of July 11th, expressing the belief that 
this Legation will acquiesce in the suggestion that the Ame rican firm 
should comply with the Kwantung Government regulations of 1^, 
which regulations, it is to be noted, quite apart from the question 
of extraterritorial jurisdiction involved, appear technically inapplica- 
ble to a business of the nature of the one conducted in Muk den by Mr. 
Podlesoff , as agent of the Foster-McClellan Company, since the agency 


"None printed. 
“Not printed. 
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does not prepare, retail, or peddle medicines, and so a 
feoted by tbe regulations quoted by Mr. Amau.^ 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. 




ASSENT BY THE UNITED STATES TO THE PROPOSAL OF THE CHIH^ 


GOVERNMENT RESPECTING PAYMENT OF REMITTED BQxA® 
DEMNITY FUNDS " 

T7ie Secrete^ of State to the Secretaary of the Treasury 

Washington, August 

Sir: There is enclosed herewith a copy of telegram No. 672, 
gust 5, 1929, 3 p. m., from the American Minister at Peking.^ 

It will be noted that this telegram is to the following pmppri 
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed th^ 
ican Minister that : > ^ 

■“i -W/*. 

1- The manageinent of Tsing Hua College and of the Educati^^ 


to the support of these institutions, has been entrusted by the 
Government to the Ministry of Eaucation. (Comment: This^^i^^^ 
vision has hitherto been exercised by the Ministry of Foreign 

2. The Minister of Education has made and the Minister fonFp^ 
eign Affairs has approved a recommendation that the monthly iixd^ 
nity remissions referred to above, namely, the remissions made tih® 

_ J . <• TT _ ^ TTfc ^ _ 1 ^ -I I* . T . -r% i 


Foundation for the Promotion of Education and Culture. 

3. This proposal has been submitted to the Executive Yuan^ 
approval. i f 


The telegram concludes with the text of the request from the Mini 
ister of Education that future payments of the 1908 Boxer Indeomity 
remission be paid to the Foundation for the Promotion of Educafcioa 
and Culture until the expiration of the Indemnity payments, 
with a request from the American Minister that he be authori?*^ t® 
carry this proposal into effect after the Executive Yuan has formally 
approved the procedure. ' ’ 

The Department of State has, for its part, no objection to offer to 
this plan. You will recall that under the procedure now in force thei 
American Minister receives each month a check in Shanghai taels^for 
an amount equal to the indemnity payment for that month in United 
States currency and, after properly endorsing the check, hands it to 


"According to despatch No. 438, September 4, 1^0, from the 
China, no further action in the case was taken (398.115 Foster-McCldXan Coin- 
pany/6). The company’s office was not closed. 

"For previous correspondence concerning the payment of Boxer Inde^pity 
funds, see Foreign Relations. 1928, vol. n, pp. 538 If. 

"Not printed. * 

^Foreign Relations, 1908, p. 65. 
p. 72. 
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a payee designated by tbe Chinese Government through the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. He receives a receipt which indicate that the 
money is allocated to ^‘the support of Tsing Hua College and of the 
Educational Mission in America”. (See, for instance, the I>epart- 
ment’s letter to the Secretary of the Treasury of January 12, 1929, 
and the reply thereto of January 23, 1929.^^) 

Payment of that portion of the Boxer Indemnity remitted under the 
terms of the Executive Order of July 16, 1925," are now made to the 
China Foundation for the Promotion of Education and Culture (see 
your letter of March 30, 1929 ") , and it would appear to be not only 
permissible, but also desirable from many standpoints, to follow the 
same course in connection with the earlier remission. The Department 
desires to ascertain whether, in the view of the Treasury Department, 
the authorization asked for by the American Minister may be granted. 

If the Treasury Department arrives at the conclusion that it is per- 
missible under the terms of the Joint Resolution of May 25, 1908, and 
of the Executive Order of December 28, 1908, to assent to the proposal 
made by the Chinese Government after it has been approved by the 
Executive Yuan, the Department proposes to telegraph to the Ameri- 
can Minister, conveying this information, and instructing him to ar- 
range for a proper forai of receipt from the China Foundation, the 
wording of which, in conformity with past practice, dxall indicate 
that the funds in question are to be utilized for the support of Tsing 
Hua College (i. e. the so-called “Indemnity CoU^e”) and of the 
Educational Mission in the United States. 

Very truly yours, For the Secretary of State: 

NrausoN Trxjst;rr Jobcnsoit 
Assistmut Seci^ixary 


493.11/1468 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mirdster m Chma 

Washington, September 24:, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

315. Tour 838, September 19, 7 p. m." 

1. A copy of your 672 of August 5, 3 p. m.," was sent to the Treasury 
Department with necessary explanation and Department has now re- 
ceived reply dated September 24. Pertinent paragraphs follow : 

“If the proposal that the payments in question hereafter shall be 
made direct to the China Foundation is formally approved by the 
proper representatives of the Chinese Govemmeni^ the Treasury is 
of the opinion that a procedure similar to that fallowed in cqimection 
with the 1925 remission under which the checks would be issued in 
favor of the American Minister and endorsed by him to the China 

Neither printed. 

" Foreign^ Relations^ 1925, vol. i, p. 935. 

^ Not printed. 
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Foundation for the Promotion of Education and Culture won 


tirely proper, and the Treasury can see no objection thereto. ' 

Your statement is noted that arrangements will be made for awK • 
form of receipt for such installments of the 1908 remission flr^® 
riViiTia. Foundation, the wording of which will, in conformity 
procedure, indicate that the funds in question are to be utilized 
support of Tsing Hua College and of the Educational Mission 
ica. It is suggested that the form of receipt be so worded as 
that the China Foundation for the Promotion of Education 
ture is the agent designated by the Chinese Government to 
payments inr question.” 

■‘.'I 

2. When Executive Yuan has approved the proposed procedill^l^ 
may hand to the China Foundation the monthly indemnity rem^o^ 
concerned, receipts for which should embody inter ciJAa, the state®)^^ 
referred to in the letter from the Treasury. Inform Departsn^.^ 
telegraph when checks now held by you have been handed to the 
Foimdation. ..V, 


493.11/1474 : Telegram ^ 

TThe Minister in China (MaaMurray) to the Secretary of 

Peuphtg, October 18, 192ft‘ — 6 
[Received 9 : 30 

904. Department’s 815, September 24, 6 p. m. Sealed petiti^ 
of Ministry of Education and sealed Order in Council j Exeeiitif| 
Yuan, having now been received, I have today transmitted by tli4 
China Foimdation check for the installments of the 1908 remission 
accumulated in July, August, and September, 

MaoMubrat 


DETERMINATION AND PAYMENT OF AMERICAN CLAIMS UNDER THE 
AGREEMENT IN SETTLEMENT OP THE NANKING INCIDENT W 
MARCH 24, 1927 

493.11 Woo, John W./2 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

Peking, J anuary 22, 1929—5 P* iA 
[Received January 22 — 11:30 a. m.] 

48. . . . 

1. Commissioner Spiker of Nanking Claims Commission®^ has 
informed me, in a despatch of January 4th, of refusal of Chinese 

®*-For previous correspondence concerning the Nanking incident, see 
Relations, 1928, voL n, pp. 323 ff. ' ^ ^ 

“O. J. Spiker, Second Secretary of Legation in China, and G. 

Shanghai, were the two American members, while the two Chinese meB^jers 
were C. Kuangson Young (Yang Kuang-sheng) and Wu Ching. 
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Commissioners tinder Chinese nationality law of jiia mnffitims to 
consider claims filed by following four brothers, American citizens 
bom in Hawaiian Islands of Chiuese parents: 

[Here follow details regarding I>r. John W. Woo, I>r. Paul S. 
Woo, Francis H. Woo, and Timothy D. Woo.] 

2. Assuming American citizenship of these claimants to be suj£' 
dently established, I request Department’s instructions as to the 
support to be given their claims in view of their being of dual na- 
tionality and domiciled in the country of their other allegiance. 

MacMpbrat 


493.11 Wao, John W./3 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m China {MacMwrray) 

WASHENTGroN, January SO, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

41. Your No. 43, January 22, 5 p. m. Woo claims. These claim- 
ants were American residents within the meaning of the agreement 
between the United States and China for the settlement of the 
Nanking claims.®^ Furthermore existing treaties betwemi United 
States and China make no distinction between American citizens 
of Chinese race and other Americasn citizens. The claims should be 
accorded the same support as other American claims. 

IKjSLaUOQQ 


493.11N15/287 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMurrcby) to the Secretary of State 

[Extracts] 

Peking, February 2, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

[Beceived 5 : 58 p. m,*^] 

83. 1. Following from the American members of the Na nki ng 

Reparations Commission : 

“Commission has verified and assessed all American claims other 
than the following : 

(1) The American Government Claim. Chinese Cornmdssioners in 
letter January 28 ®® have quoted instructions sent to British Commis- 
sioners by British Minister under date of November 16, 1928 (see our 
despatch of December 31 ®®) , and have renewed reque^ that the Amer- 
ican Government take similar action in pre^nting its claims in the 
same detailed form as private claims. American Comimssioners will 
make no reply pending further instructions. In addition to total 
stated in Shanghai’s telegram No. 325 of October 31, noon. Navy per- 

See telegram of March 30, 1928, from the Minister in China, Foreign Relic- 
tions, 1928, TOl. n, p. 331. 

Telegram in eight sections. 

■“Not printed. 
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sonnel claims totalling American $339.30 and Mexican $97 
r^eived by the American Commission from the Nankme- 
winch states copies were at same time transmitted to Leeatif 
it is presumed will include such claim in notification sunol* 
notification November 7, 1928. ^ 

2. Chinese Commissioners were duly notified of the Denai J?^^ 
September 17, 4 p. m.,“ in reference to inS“ 
clai^ ^d mf ormally questioned proposal but stated tha^l 
wo^d be referred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a Ar® 
liater the Chi^se Commissioners intimated that at least some eSreS 
^se on the Department’s proposal might be reached, this t 
A merican Commisaoners to hope for eventual success, "f o clarifv i 
highly unsatisfactory status of the case, American Commissionfi&i 
perastently pressed fo^^nite reply as to the attitude of the^* 
Govenm^t but the ^inese Commissioners with equal ihiikM* 
have plead their iimbility to obtain definite statement 1-omS^ 
istry of Fore^ Affairs. 

American Conumsaoners in support of the Departmaifs proddbal 

Chinese ComnSssioners hav^S 
claim settlement when interest was waived Howeisnn 
teas waiver was the result of special action taken w mderiJ^! 
This mo^ng aU hopes for satisfactory solution of the matt^t ® 
^ded when Chinese Commissioner Young orally informed Ameridffi 
Commissioners that mstructions "finally had been received 
Government and that Chinese Commissioners definitely caimot 
to payment of mterest on ^y claim. When again presred 
statement in the matter. Young with reluctance finally promised to 
go on formal written record as to the position of the Foreign Office 
and has just submitted letter reading in part as follows : ' * 

undertatog of the National Government to make W&a- 
Uon in full for all personal injuries and material damages does not incln^ the 
wliicli <3[uestion was never brouglit up during tlie negotiations 
which led to the Federal Government settling the Nankhig incident.* ^ 

* * • - • ■ 

7. Respecting paragraph (1) of section 1, the Legation in a teje^ 
^am mstruction of January 15th authorized the American Ccttmtu® 
sioimrs to reaflirm their position that, under the identic note is^ed 
to the American and Chinese Commissioners by their respective^ Goy| 
ernments, they are to accept and approve the American Govermnent -s 
claim as presented and that it is therefore not within the competeniee 
of the Commission in any way to question this claim. 


MaoMui^V 


® Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, p. 359. 
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493.11N15/2&2 : Telegram 

The Secretosry of State to the Mimster in Ohma {MaeMurray) 

WASHnsroTON, February 9, 1^9-^ p. m. 

57. Your number 83, February 2, 6 p. m. Sino-Amesicaji Commis- . 
sion. 

1. Department approves your instructions to American Commis- 
sioners in regard to the Government nln im 

2. Telegraphic instructions regarding Hobart®^ Claim and curf»dy 
of Commission records and claims sent by Depa.rtD 3 £nt to American 
Commissioners care American Consulate General, Shanghai, Jan- 
uary 28.*® 

3. In the agreement for the settlement of the Nanking the 

Chinese Government undertook to make “compensation in full for 
all personal injuries and material damages.” Obviously any settle- 
ment which does not take into account the lapse of time between the 
date the loss or injury was suffered and the date of paymmt can 
not constitute “full compensation” and would not ccmform to the 
agreement. Moreover, the Chinese are in error in asserting as a 
precedent that interest was waived in regard to the 1911 dtaims. On 
August 25, 1914, the Wai Chiao Pu agreed to the payment of in- 
terest on such claims at the rate of 5 percent, to l[)e calculated from 
August 26, 1913, the date of the signature of the Beorganization 
Loan. See your despatch No. 367 of Septwnber 12, 1914* The De- 
partment suggests as a basic date for the imposition of intered; on the 
Nanking claims and as a compromise of the matter the date of the 
Nanking agreement, namely March 30, 1928.* 

Instruct American Commissioners to reopen discussion of interest 
question in the sense of the foregoing and to inform Chinese com- 
missioners that if the matter can not be adjusted between the two 
Governments, it will be necessary to consider submitting the question 
to a neutral arbitrator as contemplated by the agreement. You may, 
in your discretion, also take up matter Meetly with Foreign OfS.ee 
in an effort to have fresh instructions issued to Chinese commissioners 
to accept principle that imposition of interest was contemplated by 
the agreement. 

.Ekxoos 


"Earle T. Hobart, formerly Nanking manager of Standard Oil Oo. 

“ Not printed. 

“ Foreign Relations, 1914, p. 94. 

“ See telegram of March 30, 1928, from the Minister In China, ibid., 1988, voL 
n, p. sat. 
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493.11N16/299i : Xelesram 

The Secretcffy of State to tTie Mirdster im> China {MaoMm^ 


WASBcmoTON, February 27, 1929 — 

79. Your 114, February 15, 4 p. m. and your ISO, February ^ f 
p. m.,® Sino- American Commission. 

1. Department desires that you instruct American Commifi&^^ 
as follows: 

{a) To move that on account of division of Commission on qitest^: 
of nationality Woo claims be dismissed without prejudice to 
rights of American Government or the claimants elsewhere. ■ . ; / a 

(&) To move that an ordrar be entered recording the diTiaom rf 
Commission on question of interest on claims and statiim that sam 
order is without prejudice to the right of the American Govemm^ 
to negotiate for adjustment of matter through other channels. ‘ ' 

2. With, regard to Bowen informal claim and other Americ^ 

claims based on lost deeds, the Department concurs in plan of adjij^ 
ment outlined by A merican commissioners in your No. 114.®® , ,i 

3. Department authorizes you to make the statements to the OcHi^ 

mission regarding American Government claim as outlined in , 
graph 2 of your No. 130.®^ , v ^ 

4. If the Commission makes rulings as suggested with regard.^ 
Woo claims and question of interest and otherwise concludes its woi|k 
the Department desires that before returning to Peking you taii 
such steps as appear to you advisable to bring about agreement with 
National Government regarding (1) Woo claims, (2) interest oi 
claims, (3) payment of further installments on total damages awarded. 

s Ksnum 


493.11N15/302 : Telegram 

The Minister in China {MacMv/rray) to the Secretary of State 

Peking, March 11, 1929-^7 p. in. 

[Keceived March ll— 1 : 50 p. m.] 

168. Your 79, February 27, midnight, which was repeated to 
Shanghai for Spiker and to Nanking for me. 

Neither printed. 

A. J. Bowen, president of Nanking University. 

** The plan of adjustment provided for the replacement of lost deeds without 
cost to American owners. 

Paragraph 2 reads as follows: ‘*2. Kespecting the American Gover^Qits 
claim I venture to suggest that I he authorized to meet the wishes of the Ohinese 
Commissioners to the extent of informing the Commission that the claim 
sists of the following three parts and giving a separate aggregate total for ea^ 
part: (a) Property losses of the Government itself; (ft) property loss^^of me 
officers and employees of the Nanking Consulate; (c) property losses of Umteo 
States Navy personnel. I would add that the figures are compiled from sworn 
affidavits covering the several items submitted to the American Govenimenu 
(493,llN16/2Sa) 
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1. On March, rth, at ITa^ng, I pointed out to the Minister, and 
he agreed, that the Woo claims and the question of interest, being mat^ 
ters beyond the scope of the Commission, should be reserved for subse- 
quent diplomatic negotiations between the two Governments. 

2. Without being precise as to date or amount, I urged Wang to 
cause payment of further installments to be hastened. He stated that 
he would consult with the Minister of Finance with that end in view, 

MacMubbat 


493.11N15/316 

The A/merioan C orrmiisaioriera on the Swio-Ame^riomb joy^ Oammiaaion 

to the Secretary^ of State 

Shai^ghai, March 15, 1929. 

[Eecrfved April 15.] 

Sir: The Am erican Commissioners on the Sino- American Joint 
Commissioh for the assessment of damages for American losses at 
Uanking have the honor to enclose the final awards of the Commission 
as signed and sealed on March 16th llSthJy and to submit this final 
report on the work of the Commission. Details of the Cbminii^on’s 
previous activities have already been reported to the Departinent in the 
Commissioners’ confidential communications of October 12, 1928, No- 
vember 19, 1928, December 27, 1928, February 6, 1929, and March 9, 
1929,®® and in a number of telegrams transmitted through the Legation 
at Peking. 

In assessing the claims for American losses at Nanking, the Ameri- 
can Commissioners were in general guided by the l>epartment’s tele- 
^aphic instruction No. 315 of September 17, 4: 00 p. m. to the Lega- 
tion,®® to the eflFect that : 

‘‘As to the value to be used as the measure of damages, . . . the De- 
partment’s view would be that generally tihe actual value of the 
property at the time of the loss, as nearly as ascertainable, ^ould be 
used.” 

The claims as filed were in general very reasonable in nature and 
in only a few instances were there encoimtered claims in which tiiere 
appeared conclusive evidence of an overstatement of values, the Com- 
mission reducing such claims in accordance with the evidence. Keason- 
able amounts were written off for depreciation in certain of the large 
number of oases in which values were stated in terms of cost of goods 
purchased over a period of years, although in a number of these 
cases, the valuations were so modest in nature that the Chinese Com- 
missioners agreed to the American Commissioners’ proposal that the 


^ None printed. 

•• Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. n, p. 369. 
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claim be assessed in the full amoimt claimed. Of the 122 ind^^^^r 
claims assessed, 45 were assessed as presented, while the bulk 4f 
remainder were subject to comparatively slight reductions, e^h^r^S 
being decided on its merits, so far as these merits could be deter^^i^l 
from the claim as filed and from collateral evidence available/^o ^l 
Commissioners. ^ ; 

The Chinese Commissioners in the main evinced a spirit 
ciliation and fairness in reference to the assessments, although in a 
number of cases they made most unreasonable attacks on claims 
which appeared entirely legitimate in every way. The American 
Commissioners, however, had an unfailing source of strength in 
cases in the provision that the sworn statements of American citi- 
zens were to be accepted as ^prima facie’ evidence which was to he 
questioned only upon proof of error. After their experiences in the 
matter, the American Commissioners are of the opinion that but for 
this provision in the exchange of notes, the assessment of dahiages at 
all commensurate with the losses suffered would have been out of 
the question. ' 

In assessing damages to immovable property, the Chinese Cominis^ 
sioners agreed to the following scale of depreciation for buildings; 

No depreciation. f 

2 % per cent per annum. 

1 % per cent per annum on firsl 
depreciated valuation. ' 

% per cent per annum on second 
depreciated valuation. 

This scale, as compared with those supplied to the American Com- 
missioners by the local real estate and insurance companies, was a 
very favorable one and in most cases was liberally construed by the 
Commission, which was working with figures based on the appre- 
ciated cost of building materials and workmanship. . 

As reported in the American Commissioners’ telegram of Npvem? 
ber 23, 10:00 a. m. to the Legation, only' one of the claims pre- * 
sented to the Commission contained a specific claim for rental of 
the property (which had been forcibly occupied by Nationalist troops 
for a number of months). The Chinese Commissioners held that such 
claim was not a proper charge against the National Government, the 
American Commissioners holding the opposite view. The matter 
was accordingly referred to the Legation, which in its telegram 
298 of December 1, 4:00 p. m., quoted the Department’s instruction 
to the Legation of November 30, 6:00 p. m.,®® reading in part as 
follows: 5 

See telegram No. 844, November 26, 1928, from tne Minister In 
Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ir, p. 366. 

“ lUd,, p. 367. 


First five years after construction. . . 

First ten years thereafter 

Second ten years thereafter 

Third ten years thereafter 
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^^One. Department considers that claim for lental as such cannot 
be supported on legal grounds but will leave to the discretion of the 
Commissioners to decide to what extent the argument of simple 
justice should be pressed.” 

This original instruction was later modified by the Departmant^s 
telegraphic instruction of December 17, 5 : 00 p. m. to the Degatioii^^ 
but the American Commissioners in the meantime had been preas- 
ing the claim as a matter of simple justice and the Chinese Oommife- 
sioners on these grounds had agreed to a readjustment, without 
making any formal definite ruling on the matter of rental. This 
was possible because of a dispute concerning the exchange rate used in 
converting gold to Chinese currency, and the claim was assessed 
as a whole in accordance with the usual practice govOTiing the 
assessment of organization claims. 

The American Commissioners, as reported in each of their previ<ms 
communications to the Department, experienced much difficulty in 
securing the attendance of the Chinese Commissioners at meetings, 
both Commissioners holding concurrent positions in the Ooveornment 
at Nanking, which necessitated frequent trips to that city. . . . 

• • • • • • • 

As reported in the American Commi^ioners’ telegrams of Januairy 
30, 10 : 00 p. m. and January 31, 7 : 00 p. m. to the Legation,^ the Com- 
mission on the latter date had assessed all claims other than the Hobart 
claim for personal injuries, the Department’s telegraphic advices as 
to the examining surgeon’s report on Mr. Hobart’s injuries not having 
been received imtil January 31st, too late for consideration at the 
Commission’s meeting held that morning. 

Tn the same telegrams the American Commissioners requested in- 
structions as to the action to be taken in reference to the American 
Government claims 5 and reported a deadlock between the American 
and Chinese Commissioners in reference to the matter of interest on 
claims and the admission of the claims of four American cities of 
the Chinese race. Report was also made of certain difficulties en- 
countered in reference to the negotiations looking to the replac^nent 
of American owned deeds lost as a result of the disturbances at 

Nanking. , _ . , 

The American Government’s claim as presented in the Legation s 
telegram of March 4, 5 : 00 p. m. to the American Commissioners was 
accepted and approved by the Commission on March 13th, while the 
matter of the replacement of lost deeds was adjusted by the Comnus- 

In telegram No. 83, February 2, trom the Minister in China. 
^ '^^e telegram No. 79, February 27, to the Minister in China, p. 862. 
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sion’s formal recoxamendation wMch. constitutes Section jBve 
final report signed by tbe American and Chinese Commission^^ 
enclosed herewith. ^ 

However, all efforts by the American Commissioners to brei^ ^ 
deadlock which existed on January 31st in reference to interest 
claims and the claims of four American citizens of tlie Chinese xace, 
proved unavailing and the Commission in its final report of March IB| 
1929, noted division in reference to these two questions as instructed 
in the Department’s telegram of February 27, 12 : 00 p. m. to the Legjp 
tion, this instruction having been received by the American Commis^ 
sioners on March 6th in the Legation’s telegram No. 43 of Maixh 4 
5:00 p.m. 

Detailed confidential memoranda as to the negotiations before anf 
after January 31, 1929, in reference to interest and the four daims 
Chinese- Americans are being submitted under cover of separate des- 
patches of today’s date supplementing this final report, so will no| 
be referred to at greater length here. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in paragraph 2 of 
section 7 of the Department’s telegram of January 28th to the Ajneii- 
can Commissioners, the original copies of all claims appearing on the 
final list of awards together with the original book of minutes and ah 
other archives of the Commission are being handed over to the Ameri^ 
can Consul General at Shanghai for safekeeping. The file of clauns 
consists of 117 individual claims and 14 group or organization claitn% 
each claim being contained in a manila envelope with the name of the 
claimant written thereon, while the minutes and other archives are 
contained in nine Shipman binders duly indexed. 

We have [etc.] C. j. Sfikxr 

V. G. Lyman 

[Enclosure] 

Final Report of the Sino-Americcm Joint Commission 
(Nanking Incident Claims) 

The Sino- American Joint Commission having been instituted by the 
exchange of notes between the American and Chinese Governments in 
settlement of the Nanking Incident, “to verify the actual injuries and 
damages suffered by the American residents (at Nanking) at the hands 
of the Chinese concerned, and to assess the amount of compensation 
due in each case”, held its first meeting on August 27, 1928, and con- 
cluded its work this 13th day of March, 1929, having held forty formal 
meetings. 

” None printed. _ 

” See point 2 of telegram No. 57, February 9, to tbe Minister in China, p. 861. 
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The assessments and findings of the Commission axe embodied in the 
following report which is divided into five parts, naniely : 

I. American Government claims. 

H. Private Claims; 

A. Individual Claims, 

B. Group or organization Claims. 

m. Claims Waived and Withdrawn. 

rV. Divided opinions of the Commission on the questicms of in- 
terest and of nationality of Chinese- American claimants. 

V. Recommendation for replacement of lo^ deeds. 

I. Amertoait GovmomEirr CxAots 

Bi accordance with the identic instructions to the Commissioners 
from their respective Governments “that all American Government 
claims, including those of the consular (#cials and of the con- 
sulate, should be accepted and approved as presented”, the Commission 
accepts and approves as presented, the American Government claims 
in the following sums : 

A. Losses of American Government owned property D. S. Gold 

$8,321.97 (eight thousand three hxmdrea twenty-one dollars 
and ninety-seven cents) ; 

B. Property losses of officers and employees of the Ameri(»n Con- 

sulate at Nanking TJ. S. Gold $45,88955 (forty-five thousand 
eight hundred eighty-nine dollars and twenty-five oents^ 

C. Property losses of United States Navy personnel U. S. Giold 

$389.80 (three hundred thirty-nine dollars and thirty cents), 
and Chinese Currency $97.00 (ninety-Sevm dollars) ; 

makiTig a total of U. S. Gold $54,550.62 (fifty-four thousand five hun- 
dred fifty dollars and fifty-two cents) and Chinese Curren«?y $97.00 
(ninety-seven dollars). 

IL Private Ciaxms 

The Commission, having been instituted “to verify the actual in- 
juries and damages suffered by the American residents at the hands of 
the Chinese concerned, and to assess the amount of compensation due 
in each case”, has carried out these instructions and made the follow- 
ing assessments of the claims of American individuals and organi^- 
tions, the amoimt of the several claims and assessments thereon being 
set down in the following schedule : 

[Here follows list of 116 individual claims totaling $766,285.96, 
with assessments of $639,963.76 and of 14 group or organization claims 
totaling ^86,746.19, with assessments of $247,213.83, a grand total of 
individual and group claims of $1,042,032.15, with assessments of 
$887^77.68, all in Chinese currency.] 
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ITT. C14AIMS Waived and Withdbawn 




In addition to the claims listed in the foregoing sections oi 
report, the following claims were presented to the Commission 
consideration but were subsequently waived or withdrawn 
parties concerned: 

[Here follows list of T individual claims totaling $45,658.77 \ 

group claims totaling $100,030.14, all in Chinese currency.] ’ 


IV. Divided Opinions op tble Commission on the QuESTtONg et 
Interest and op Nationaiitt op Cbdcnese- American Ciaimants 


Owing to the conflict of the nationality laws of China and of tite 
United States of America, the American and Chinese Commissioner^ 
are divided in their opinions on the question of the nationalily o| 
Dr. John Y. Woo, Dr. Paul S. Woo, Mr. Timothy D. Woo and Mr. 
Francis Woo, four Chinese-Americans, whose claims are accordingly 
dismissed by the Commission without prejudice to the rights of tht 
American Government or of the claimants elsewhere. ' • 

In reference to interest on claims, the American Commissioners 
hold that the National Government having undertaken in the agree- 
ment for the settlement of the Nanking claims ^4:o make compensation 
in full for all personal injuries and material damages done to the 
American Consulate and to its officials and to American residents 
and their property at Nanking”, any settlement which does not take 
into account the lapse of time between the date the loss or injury 
was suffered and the date of payment of the assessments on claims 
cannot constitute ‘‘compensation in full” and does not conform te 
the agreement. 

The Chinese Commissioners however hold that the Commission is 
limited in its power by the exchange of notes and by the identic 
instructions to the Commissioners from their respective Governments, 
and that the question of interest is therefore without the competence 
of the Commission to decide. Furthermore, they are of the opinion 
that, granting such decision is within the competence of the Com- 
mission, interest on claims is a matter of contract and, in the absence 
of explicit provision in the exchange of notes and/or the identic 
instructions to the Commissioners, cannot be allowed. 

The Commission accordingly records its division on the question 
of interest on claims, which action however is without prejudice to 
the rights of the American Government to negotiate for adjustment 
of the matter through another channel. 


V. Recommendation por Replacement op Dost Deeds . 

In reference to the loss of certain deeds by the American Consulate 
and by American residents at Nanking, the Commission recognizes 



CHIM& 


8d9 


that they diould be protected from pc^sible damage ariimg from acicih 
loss, and the Commission accordingly makes formal recommandatfion 
to the National Government that, upon application by the Am6ri»n 
Consulate at Nanking, the Natioiml GovOTiment will take steps to 
replace, without cost to the American citizens concerned, any deeds 
lost as a result of the disturban<^s at Nanking, American claimants 
for such losses should comply so far as practicable and possible with 
the regulations governing the replacement of lost deeds. The Com- 
mission is of the opinion that as in the case of other claims for losses, 
the sworn statements of claimants for lost deeds, supported a om*- 
tificate from the American Consulate at Nanking bcised on its records 
and/or other knowledge, should be accepted as ^rima facie’ evideiace 
by the Chinese authorities concerned. 

Done at Shanghai, China, Mardi 13, 1929. 

C. KuAirGsoKr Tototg Ct^AJEamcm J. Sfoobr 

Chinese Coirimission&r Ameriocm 

Wur Cnrara VERirat G. Jjrmm 

Chinese Gmmrdssioner Amerkm^^ Commissioner » 

493.11N15«/30a : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Ohma {MmMwrmiy) 

Washinoton, June 1, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

182. Your 259, April 3, 6 p. m., paragraph 3-^* If you have heard 
nothing further from the Chinese authqpities in regard to the pay- 
ment of the Nanking awards, the Department desires that yon inform 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that your Government has received 
and examined the final report of the Sino- American Joint Commis- 
sion, signed March 13, 1929, and believes that the Chinese Government 
will feel the same satisfaction that is felt by the American Govern- 
ment at the way in which the Commission has done its work. Ton 
should state in ref erence to the payment of interest on awards that, 
if the Chinese Government pays promptly the amounts awarded to 
American claims, the American Government will then be disposed 
not to press further the claim which it has asserted on behalf of th^ 
claimants for interest. It should be urged that the interests of equity 
and international good feeling would be greatly advanced by the 
prompt payment of these awards and you should inquire on behalf 
of your. Government regarding the time and manner of payment 
decided upon by the Chinese Goveinment. You may use your dis- 
cretion as to the time and manner of transmitting this communication 
and the including of additional subject matter. It should be under- 

Not printed. 

323423 — 43 — vol. n 
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stood, however, that the suggestion that claim to interest 
waived is made contingent upon early payment of amounts awards' 

-■■■f-'V 

493.11N15/327 

The Minister in China {MacMurray) to the SeGreta/ry of State 

No. 2138 Peking, June 10, 1929; 

[Received July 20.] 

Sir: In response to the Department’s telegraphic instruction NOi 
182, of June 1, 2.00 p. m., concerning representations to be made to 
the Nationalist Government regarding the payment to American 
claimants for Nanking losses of the awards made by the Sino^ \ 
American Joint Commission, I have the honor to enclose a copy bf 
a note, No. 787, of June 10th, which I addressed to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in reference to the matter. 

Upon careful consideration of the matter, it is my belief that it is 
inexpedient at this juncture to suggest the waiver of interest on 
claims, such waiver being contingent upon the early payment of the 
claims by the Nationalist Government. I have accordingly refrained 
from including that suggestion in my note to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

I have [etc.] J. Y. A. MaoMtjbray 


493.11 Hsu Shun Fu, heirs of/4 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in China (MacMurray) 

Washington, J uly 11, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

228. Your 496, June 20, 6 p. m. and your 538, July 5, 4 p. 

The Department has been endeavoring to devise a method whereby 
it might afford relief to the heirs of Hsu Shun Pu.’^’’ It would not 
be practicable to make an advance to them to be reimbursed when 
awards are paid. Department is considering the immediate disr 
tribution among all the claimants of the $100,000 already received. 
This procedure obviously would entail additional labor and might 
cause complications. The reported action of the Executive Yuan 
affords grounds for hope that further substantial sums will be paid 
in the near future if not the entire amount outstanding. The De- 
partment desires that unless you have received satisfactory assur- 
ances in this regard from the National Government you shall tele- 

^ Not printed. 

” Neither printed. 

Deceased former ensployee of the Consulate at Nanking. 
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graph to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs in the name of 
this Govemment pointing out that some of the daimants are in 
urgent need of the sums that have been awarded to them and that 
It seems highly desirable that the whole incident shaU be 
as soon as possible. Endeavor to obtain definite assotanoe of futoire 
payments. Report by telegraph. 

SxmBoizT 


49a.ll Hsu Sbun Pu, heirs ot/B : lei^ram 

The Mimster in China {MaoMwrray) to the Seeretaay of Steste 

Pekhtq, July 16, 19^—7 p. m. 

[Received July 17-^ : 45 a. m.] 
578. Tour 228, July 11, 6 p. m. In an interview July 12th with the 
Minister for Forei^ Affairs, I inquired as to the steps being 
to pay Nanking incident claims. Dr, Wang confirmed the 
matter had been referred to the Executive Yuan and thaf. the 
had iustructed the Ministep of Finance to devise means of payment. 
He expressed the hope that the Ministry of Finance would 
prompt action, adding that he would inform me of it at cmce. 

MacMT3saA.T 


493.11 Hsu Slmn Pu, heirs of/6 : Telegram 

The Minister in Chirui (M(mMwrray) to the Seoretary of State 

Peking, August £, 1929^ p. m . 

[Eeceived August 3 — 9: 85 a. m.] 

^ 667- My 578, J uly 16, 7 p. m. 

1. The following is the substance of a note of July 29tix fr<Mn the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs : 

‘T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your formal note 
of June 10th requesting that you be given definite information as 
to decision made by the Chinese Government regarding the tinifl and 
manner of the^ payments of the indenmity for damages resulting 
from the Nanking incident. 

have the honor to observe as regards this indemnity that it is 
now planned to make a payment of $100,000 yer Tnensem frcun August 
of this year until the date when the indemnity is paid in full,^ 

2. A copy of the note of June 10th referred to was transmitted to 
the Department under cover of the Legation’s despatch No. 2288 
i^lSSl of June lOth-'^^ 

MaoMxjerat 


”The first payment of Mex. $100,000 occurred in April 1929; the conclxifiliig 
payment was made in 19^. 
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EFFORTS OF THE UNITED STATES TO OBTAIN AMENDS 
CaaiNESE .GOVERNMENT FOR THE KILLING OF DR. WALimS 
SEYMOUR* 

3&3.1123 Seymour, Walter P./23 " if - 

The Americcm Mim^ister in China {Ma^Murray) to the Chinese 

ter for Foreign Affairs {C. T. Wang) \ . , a 


No. 719 Peking, J anuary 9, 1929. 

ExcEiXENcr : With reference to my note No. 687 of October? 4 Il 
1928, and to your reply of November 27, 1928,®^ regarding the nmrd^ 
of Dr. Walter F. Seymour, an American citizen, on April 16, 1928, 
at Tsining, Shantung, by soldiers of the Nationalist Government, I 
have the honor to recall to Your Excellency the course .which this 
case has followed. , , 

Under date of May 10th, the Legation caused to be brought to the 
attention of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs notice of the murder 
of this American citizen,®^ with the request that the guilty person be 
arrested and punished ; and the right was reserved to submit at, 4 
later date a claim for appropriate indemnity. On July 16th, anS 
again on August 4:th, further communications were addressed to 
Your Excellency on the subject. Under date of August 8th, a reply 
was received stating that an investigation was being made and that 
the results of this investigation would be communicated to rae. An- 
other note was addressed to Your Excellency with regard to this mat- 
ter on October 31st; and a reply from you, dated November 27th, 
made the following statement in regard to an investigation conducted 
in behalf of the Nationalist Government by its Military Commander 
in Shantung, General Sxm Liang-ch’ang : 

^ After my army had attacked and captured all parts of Tsiixiug, 
I heard that there was an American, Dr^ Walter F. Seymour, who 
had been injured, and I immediately sent an officer to the said hos- 
pital to make an investigation. According to the statement of the 
hospital, at the time that the Nationalist Army was attacking the 
southern gate Dr. Seymour went outside of the gate to look arotod, 
then returned within the hospital. At that time there were di^r- 
derly soldiers outside the gate running about firing in all directions 
Dr. Seymour, who was standing within the gate, was struck by a 
bullet and killed. At that time the enemy was retreating and condi- 
tions were chaotic. I am afraid that Dr. Seymour was killed by a 
stray bullet.” 


™ Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 281-292. 

Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 90, March 17, 1930 ; received April 23, 1930. 

See telegram No. 858, December 5, 1928, from the Minister in China, Foreign 
JSeZafion®, 1928, vol. II, p. 290. 

Apparently note delivered May 15, 1928, by the Consul General at Shanghai 
to the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs ; see telegram No. 377, May 21, 19^ 
from the Minister in China, ibid., p. 286. 
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I am instructed by my Government to state that the result of tibia 
investigation into Dr. Seymour’s death, as given in Tour Eaosellesoa^’is 
note of November 27th last, is not acceptable to it. The te^fcamony 
of eye witnesses given to Chinese officers in ccmunand, induding 
General Sun himself, and other evidence points oonclusiviely to tl^ 
commission of a wanton murder. My Qovemment would be rduo- 
tant to believe that the National Government is indifferent or tihat 
its responsible officials are unable to apprehsnd the criminiils and 
administer justice. Nevertheless it must come to one of these con- 
clusions unless there is afforded, without further delay, satisfactory 
evidence that the Nationalist Government does not condone the of- 
fense and is willing and able to take proper action in the premisegu 
I avail myself [etc.] J. V. A. MacMimBaT 


393,1123 Seymour, Walter F./22 

M^emoraridvm l>y the GomiseloT of Legation m Ghwm (Perfe&u) of a 
OowoeTsation With the Chinese Mimister for Woreign Af c&tn ifi* T* 
Wrnig)^ January ^4^ 1929^ at Nankmg ^ 

I called on Dr. Wang by appointment at his r^idence at 9 a. m. 
and took up with him the case of Dr. Seymour who was murdered by 
Chinese soldiers in April, 1928, at Tsining, Shantung. I took occa- 
sion to remark that we felt a good deal of di^atisf action with the way 
in which this case had been handled by the National Gh>vemment, 
necessarily because the actual murderers had not been apprehended, but 
because there had apparently been diown no dispostion by the National 
Government to take any genuine interest in the case, to meet the issues 
involved, or to deal seriously with the ^ecific evidence which had been 
brought to its attention. I pointed out that, after a period of some 
nine months, the last note from the Foreign Office merely stat^ that 
an investigation had been made, the result of which indicated that Dr. 
Seymour had been killed by a stray bullet. This was contrary to 
the specific evidence which had been obtained at the time of the murder, 
and the Chinese reply made no attempt to deal with this evidence or 
to make any adequate response to our requests that justice be done in 

this matter. . 

In spite of the fact that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had him- 
self signed the note to which I referred, Dr. Wang then stated that 
he himself did not believe that Dr. Seymour had been killed by a 
stray bullet; and he proceeded to give his version of a personal in- 
vestigation which he had attempted to make in this case at the time 
when he was in Shantung shortly after the incident occurred and before 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in China in his despatch 
No. 1978, March 13 ; received April 15, 1929. 
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he had been appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. This Tersio^^: 
to the effect that the first group of Feng’s soldiers who met Dr. 
mour had held some conversation with him and had then passed- ^ 
without doing him any injury. Shortly after they left him 
heard a shot and, looking back, saw a man, who could not be identifi^^l 
running away. I said that our report of the incident was similai? ' 
to this insofar as the first group of soldiers was concerned, biit thMIt 
there had been a second group who had killed Dr. Seymour and lia;|| 
then robbed his body. I went on to say that we would have felt diflefc 
ently about the case if some such report as this had been made and |l 
we had been convinced that it had been impossible to find the guilfy 
parties. Our feeling of disappointment lay chiefly in the fact thsti 
there had been no genuine attempt to do justice. Dr. Wang then said 
that after the Japanese incident in the early part of May, everyone 
forgot everything else in the excitement caused by that affair and thi$ 
served to explain why more attention had not been given to the Sey- 
mour case at the time. 

I then mentioned to Dr. Wang that the impression created by the fail- 
ure to do justice in this ease was far-reaching in its implications and 
could not but create a certain amount of belief as to the general in- 
ability of the Chinese Government to do justice in cases of this.kind. 
Dr. Wang then inquired if more specific evidence than we had already 
submitted could not be obtained as to the identity of the group of 
soldiers concerned in this incident. I received the impression that 
Dr. Wang was trying to make the best of a bad case and that he appre- 
ciated a mistake had been made in their attitude towards this affair. 
By requesting more evidence after this lapse of time, however, I did 
not feel that Dr. Wang was displaying a bona fide interest in the case 
and I did not attempt to exact any definite promise from him as to 
what would be done, preferring to leave the impression that we were 
pretty much disillusioned as to their intentions in the matter and that 
a very definite impression had been created that there was a lack of 
any genuine purpose even to attempt to do justice in this case. 

[Peking (?)] February 20, 1929. 


393.1123 Seymour. Walter F ./22 

Memorandwrrb by the Minister in GKirui {MacMwrray) of a Goiwersar 
tion With the Ghmese Minister for Foreign Affairs {G. T. Wmg)^ 
March 7, 19^9^ at Nankmg 

[Extract] 

The Minister then discussed the Seymour case, and Dr. Wang stated 
that it had been extremely difficult to investigate the matter, but that 

®* Copy transmitted to the Department by tbe Minister in Oblna In his despatch 
No- 1978, March 13 ; received April 15, 1929. 



CHINll 


875 


the report that he had received was to the effect that a bodj of soidkro 
had approached the compound in which Dr. Sejmonr was shot^ had 
talked to Dr. Seymour and had quite peaceably turned about and were 
leaving when they heard a diot ring out and saw Dr. Sqpnour fall, and 
that they had seen a single soldier in the distance running amy. Mr. 
Price at this time a^ed whether any effort had been made to obtain 
the evidence of eye witnesses of the shooting, mduding the gate-keeper 
at the Seymoiir place. Dr. Wang request^ the xiame of the gate- 
keeper and said that he would make an effort to obtain his testanumj. 


[In a memorandum of a conversation with the Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on February 26, 1930, at Nanking, the Minister in 
China stated: “I gained the impression from Dr. Wang’s ^teaaent 
to me that we could not expect anything further on this subject,” 
(393.1123 Seymour, Walter F.^^.)] 


SPECIAL MISSION TO THE STATE BURIAL OP THE LATE NATIONALIST 
LEADER, SDN YAT-SBN, AT NANKING, JUNE 1, 1929 

893.44 Sun Xat Sen/23 : Tdegnun 

The Secretary of State to the Mi/rvisfer m CTwna {MaoMturay) 

Washtnotoit, February 28, 1^9 — ^1 p. m. 

80. Your No. 145, February 26, 5 p. m.“ The Department feels 
that as the request for the appointing of special representataves to 
the ceremonies connected with the burial of the re mains of Sun Yat 
Sctl has been made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and it would 
appear that the ceremonies are to be held under the auspices of tl» 
niiiTiAgft Government, this Government should ac<^6 to ^e request 
and diould appoint a special representative to participate eec^ 

monies. The Department would prefer to appoint the Minister in 
this capacity. If, however, the other Governments represented in 
China are appointing as special representatives some one other than 
the Minister, you should so inform the Depaxtii^t. 

The fact that Sun Yat Sen was a private citizen at the time of his 
death®’' seems to the Department to have no bearing on the question 
as it would appear from your telegram that the ceremonies axe being 
conducted under the au^ices of the Government. 

EnUiOaG 


“ Ernest B. Price, Consul at NanMng. 

“Not printed. ' ^ 

“ Sun Yat-sen died at P^ng, March 12, 1925. 
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89a.44 Sun Yat Sen/26 : Telegram 

T7ie Seoretary of Stocte to the Minister i/n Ohina 

Wasbdcngton-, March 18, 1929—6 

96. Your 174, March IS, 5 p. Department considers telegra^^ 
or written instructions to you to attend the ceremonies as special 
resentative of this Government will be sufficient, such instructi(ME^^ 
be communicated by you to the Chinese Government. j 

Department expects to follow that procedure upon receiving 
you the form of official invitation from the Chinese Government, un- 
less the form of invitation particularly requests that special creden- 
tials be issued to this Government’s representative at the ceremonie% ip 
which case the Department will expect to recommend the issuir^ of 
such special credentials by the President. , ; - . 

SlEOLOGO 


893.44 Sun Yat Sen/28 : T^egram 


The Mimster in China (MacMurray) to the Secretary of State^ 


Pekiistg, April 25, 1929—7 p. m. 
[Received April 26—9 : 35 a. 

317. Your telegram No. 96, March 18, 6 p. m. 

1. The following is the translation of the Chinese Government’s 
invitation : 


‘‘February 9, 1929. 

Excellency: I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that Junte 
Ist, 1929, has been set as the date for the national ceremonies coil- 
nected with the burial of the remains of the eminent Mr. Sun Yfi.^ 
sen, the founder and first President of China. I have been instructed 
by the chairman of the National Government to request all friendly 
nations to send special representative [s] to participate in the dere- 
monies. These are the most exalted and dignified state ceremonies of 
my country and I venture to request that Your Excellency telegraph 
to your Government inviting it to send a special representative or py 
means of a special order given to Your Excellency to repair to tiie 
capital as a special envoy to participate in the ceremonies, thus show- 
ing great honor to former President Sun and giving glory to the 
National Government and the Chinese people, as well as greatly in- 
creasing and strengthening the friendly relations now existing 
between the United States and China. 

I have the honor to request an early reply informing me of the 
name of any such representative that Your Excellency’s Government 
may deem fit to appoint in order that proper arrangements may be 
made for his reception. As regards the etiquette to be followed at 
the time of the state burial ceremonies and as regards the etiquette 
and the date for the reception of the representatives, a special notifi- 
cation will be sent to you as soon as possible. Wang Cheng-ting.” 


®®Not printed. 

“ Telegram in three sections. 
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2. Japanese Legation is informed that it is the nostraetions of the 
Japanese Government to appoint Japanese Minister special envoy to 
represent the Emperor at the ceremonies, giving him no credentials 
but instructing him to advise the Chinese Government of his appoint- 
ment in a note to the Foreign Office. This procedure is enhatantially 
similar to that proposed in the last paragraph of your tel^grain cited 
above and to that adopted by the Brhiidi (my telegram No. 174, 
March 13, 6 p. m.*^. 

3. With a view to assuring ttniformity of action, it has been agreed 
at a recent meeting of the diplomatic body that the several chie& of 
mission diould recommend to their Governments the adoption of the 
same procedure. 

MacMttbbat 

893.44 Sun Yat Sen/32 ; ^Telegram 

TTie Secretary of State to fhe Miniater m Chma {MaoMtarray) 

Washingtcqt, May 3, 192® — 4 p. m. 

147. Your 325, April 29, 7 p. m.“ The President has approved of 
your designation as a special envoy to represep^t him at the npti<%ial 
ceremonies connected with the burial of the' remains of Sun Yat Sen. 

You should so inform the Chairman of the National Governnmnt, 
in response to the invitation transmitted to this Government throng 
the Ijegation by your telegram 317, April 27 7 p. m. You should 

further explain that the shortness of time vnll not permit of the for- 
warding of special credentials for you in, this capacity and ycm may 
express the hope that your note v?ill ^ received as your authority for 
acting as the special representative of the Freadent at these cere- 
monies. 

You are authorized to take with you the military md/or naval 

attach^, in the event you consider it desirable to do so. 

• • • ’ • • * 

SaBotsoit 


88S.44 Sun Tat Sen/39 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster m China 

Washinoton’, May 22, 1^9 — 4 p. m. 

Sferring to your 384, May 14, 6 p. m.,« Navy Department d^ir^ 
that Commander in Chief U. S. Asiatic Fleet participate officiaUy m 
the ceremonies and the Secretary of the Navy informs me he has m- 


“ Not printed. 
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structed the Oommander in Chief to attend the ceremonies as a 
of your fecial mission and to communicate with you regarding 


898.44 Sim Tat Seii/61 



TAe Minister in China {MaeMv/rray) 

[Extracts] 

No. 2166 
Sib: 


to the Secretary of Stats^’ 


Pbkinq, June 24, 1^, 
[Eeceived August 


The diplomatic representatives were provided by the Chinese Goy- 
emment with a special train which left Peking on. May 27<h at 5 pi ri 
and arrived on schedule at Pukow on Tuesday morning, the 29th, at 
10 a. m. They were met at the station by representatives of the 
Foreign Office and were escorted across the river to Nanking tYhew 
automobiles were waiting to take them' to their various places^ of 
residence while in Nanking. 

• • • • • • • 

On the morning of May 30th the foreign representatives and then 
staffs called upon Dr. C. T. Wang. On the morning of May 31st they 
were received in audience by General Chiang Kai-shek in ids capaci^ 
as President of the Chinese Government, after which they proceed^ 
to the Kuomintang Party Headquarters where the body of Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen was lying in state, and paid their respects to the remains of 
the late President. On June 1st they took part in the funeral proces- 
sion which left the Central Kuomintang Headquarters at an early 
hour in the morning. 

The entire arrangements for the state funeral were dignified and 
impressive, and the ceremonies were carried out with the greatest 
smoothness and good taste. ... 

m ' • • • .• • 

I have [etc.] J. V. A. MacMubbat 



COLOMBIA 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND COLOHKA GRANT- 
ING RECaPROCAL FACILITIES TO AIRCRAFT OF AHHEUGAN BBGIS- 
•mY IN COLOMBIA AND OP COLOMBIAN REGISTRY IN THE UKITSD 
STATES, INCLUDING THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 

821.7961/1 : Telegram 

The Seoretcery of State to the Mimeter in Colombia (Caffery) 


WAaBCDTcmm, February 9, 19^ — soocu 

11. The Department has been having conversations recently with 
the Colombian Minister to come to an agreement for an exchange of 
notes for reciprocal pertni^on for aircraft of United Stat« registry 
to fly in Colombia and for aircraft of Colombian registry to enter the 
Canal Zone. 

The Colombian Minister is requesting authority from his Govern- 
ment to enter into the following agre^ent: 

“With reference to the conversations which you have h^ recent^ 
with the Department of State regarding the facilities which aircraft 
of Colombian registry will enjoy in the Panama Canal Zoi^ for com- 
mercial aviation service and, reciprocally, aircraft of United States 
registry in Colombia, I take pleasure in confirming, by means of the 
present note, the under^anding at which we have arrived, to wit : 

Commercial aircraft of Colombian registry will have permission to 


Reciprocally, commercial aircraft of United States regist^ will 
have permission to fly along the Atiantic and Pacific Coasts of Colom- 
bia and over the territory immediately adjacent thereto; to land on 
land or water, fuel, service, and diip and discharge passengers, mail 
and cargo, in the ports of Cartagena, Barranquilla, and S^ta Marta 
on the Atlantic, and Buenaventura and Tumaco on the Pa^c- subject 
to the regulations and provisions which will be enclosed in the reply 
to this note. . ^ 

All aircraft must carry out the respective Governmental regula- 
tions of both countries. , . - 

If either of the two Governments decides to terminate the permis- 
si(^ to which this agreement refers or to modify ^e regulations or 
provisions, it will give ninety days’ previous notice thereof to the 
other Govemmmit. 

It is imderstood that the two Governments agree and will endeavor 
to give the greatest possible facilities to aircraft in international 
commercial communication service in order that they may land on 
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ia.nri on lanu or water m tne n-tiannc ana jracinc pores oi me x aiuuaa 
Canal 21one, fuel, service, and tiiip and discharge passengers, mail 
and cargo, subject to the regulations and provisions which are enclosed 
With f.hft nrASftnt nnte. 
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land or water, fuel, and carry out the other services above mentiQ;^ 
with all desirable speed and efficacy.” 

Please take this matter up with the appropriate authorities and 
endeavor to obtain their agreement as soon as possible. 

[Paraphrase.] Post Office Department has called for bids for car- 
rying mail from the Canal Zone to Chile. The bids will be 
February 28. Under the terms of the advertisement, bidders, 
show that they have authority to operate in the intervening 
tries. The Pan American Airways is already in a position to op^^te 
to the Panama Canal, and through its subsidiaries it can operaifce^S 
Ecuador and Peru. It is necessary to obtain an agreement td operas 
in Colombia. If this is not reached before February 28, all bids will^ 
of course, have to be rejected. 


Inform Department of all developments. [End paraphrase.^ 




Eell 




821.7961/6 : Telegram \ ’ 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Golombia {p ccffery^!^^ ^ 

[Paraplirase] , , r ? 

WAsumoTON, February 15, 1929 — noon. 

14. The Department is very anxious about the aviation agreerii^ 
with Colombia. Has any progress been made with the agreenient 
and do you think it can be concluded shortly ? In view of the cdiii 
ditions presented in Department’s 11, February 9, noon, time is of 


essence in the matter. 


• EEL^LOOd 


821.7961/7 : Telegram > 

The Minister in Oolomhia (^Gaffery) to the Secretary of J^iate 

[Paraphrase] 

Bogota, February 15, 1929 — 6 

[Received 9:10 p* m.] 


26. Department’s 13, February 13, 6 p. m.,^ and 14, February 15; 
noon. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has just given me a copy 
of a telegram he is sending today to the Colombian Minister in 
Washington, Sr. Olaya, accepting the proposed exchange of notes 
with the following revisions : 

In paragraph 2 of note after the word “ports” add “of the United 
States and ” ; after the word “zone” add “to fly across said zone foIlpw> 
ing the route pointed out by the Governor thereof”; after the word 
“service” add “make repairs”. ’ / ^ 

In paragraph 3 after the word “service” add “make repairs”. . 


Not printed. 
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No raeniioii is xaaxie ia tlie teleg 3 ram of the thTw- ffight-. x neMj 
lijnitatioii. 

I bdieve it would be better to sigu the ext^umge of uotee ia 
Washington. 

CUvRarr 


821 . 7961 / 8 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Colombia (Oafery) 

[Paraplirasel 

WASHENTOTOiir, February 16, 19 ^ — 1 p. ro. 

16. Tour 26, February 15, 6 p. m. The Departmeat is much grati- 
fied at the prompt aetion you were able to secure m tins matter. 
The changes mentioned are acceptable to the l>^c>artment with two 
slight modifications. Since the United States is included without 
mention of the specific ports, it is suggested that the enumeraiioii 
of the Colombian ports be likewise deleted. With regard to flying 
‘‘across said zone following the route pointed out by the Gknreraor 
hereof,” it is the real desire of the Government of Colombia to 
secure permission to fly between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the 
Canal Zone, and the following wording is suggested in substitution 
of that proposed : After the word “2Jone” to add ‘‘and to fly between 
the ports of the Canal Zone fallowing the route designated by the 
Governor of the Panama Canal.” 

This has been accepted by Mimster Olaya who says that it is the 
real desire of the Govermnent of Colombia. The Department hopes 
that Minister Olaya will receive prompt authorization to sign <m 
these terms. 

The Governor of the Panama Canal has designated a route be- 
t\^een the two ports of the Canal Zone, but he has not designated 
any route across the Canal in a north-south direction, and the War 
Department does not desire to do so. The wording mentioned above 
was drawn up in conference with the War Plans Division of the 
War Department. 

EjeUiOOG 


821.7961/ia : Megram 

The Minister in Colombia {Caffery) to the Secretary of State 

Bogota, February 19, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 10 : BO p. m.] 

27. Department’s 16, February 16, 7 p. m. I have before me copy 
of telegram from Minister for Foreign Affairs to Olaya authorizmg 
Tiim to si gn as desired by the Department with one slight addition 
after words Colombian ports “where there are authorities charged 
with carrying out the pertinent regulations.” 
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Olaya autliorized to annex as Colombian regulations of 
“exact copy” of those presented by the Department as “at pregent ^ 
have no especial legislation on the subject.” 


821.7061/36 

The Secretary of State to the Colombian Mhdster {Olaya) 

Washington, February 23,1^9. 
Sir : With reference to the conversations which you have had re- 
cently with the Department of State regarding the facilities whidi 
aircraft of United States registry will enjoy in Colombia f or comiher- 
cial aviation service and, reciprocally, in the United States incliidirg 
the Panama Canal Zone aircraft of Colombian registry, I take pleas^ 
ure in confirming, by means of the present note, the understandidg; at 
which we have arrived, to wit : ^ 

Commercial aircraft of United States registry will have permissick 
to fly along the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts of Colombia and over tie 
territory immediately adjacent thereto ; to land on land or water, fod; 
make repairs, and ship and discharge passengers, mail and cargo, M 
the Atlantic and Pacific ports of Colombia where there are authorities 
charged with carrying out the pertinent regulations, subject to regula- 
tions and provisions equivalent to those established for commercij^ 
aircraft of Colombian registry in the enclosures to this note.* 

Reciprocally, commercial aircraft of Colombian registry will have 
permission to land on land or water in the Atlantic and Pacific porfel 
of the United States including those of the Panama Canal Zone, and 
to fly between the ports of the Canal Zone following the route degig- 
nated by the Governor of the Panama Canal, fuel, make repairs and 
ship and discharge passengers, mail and cargo, subject to the regula- 
tions and provisions which are enclosed with the present note, M 
follows: ' 

For the continental United States, the Air Commerce Act of 1926 
and the Regulations promulgated pursuant thereto ; for the Panama 
Canal Zone, Executive Orders Nos. 4971 and 5047 of September 28, 
1928, and February 18, 1929, respectively, and the Provisional Regula- 
tions of the Governor of the Panama Canal issued pursuant thereto. 

All aircraft must carry out the respective Governmental regulatioi^ 
of both countries. 

If either of the two Governments decides to terminate the permis- 
sion to which this agreement refers or to modify the regulations or 
provisions, it will give ninety days’ previous notice thereof to the other 
Government. 

* Enclosures not printed. 
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It is understood that the two Govermnents agree an/j will en- 
deavor to give the greatest possible facilities to aircraft in interna- 
tional c omme rcial communication service in order that they may 
land on land or water, fuel, and carry out the other services above 
mentioned with all desirable speed and efficacy. 

Accept [etcj ^ Fbank B. Kellooo 


821.7961/37 

The C oZornhixiTi Mi/nister {OT/iyob) to the JSecretaary of State 

[Translation] 

STo. 327 Washington, February 23, 1229. 

Sir: In reply to the note which Your Excellenty addressed to me 
on this same date regarding the conversations which I have recently 
held in the Department of State with respect to the facilities which 
aircraft registered in the United States will enjoy in Colombia for 
services of coi^ercial aviation, and, reciprocally, aircraft of Colom- 
bian registration, in the. United States including the Panama Canal 
Zone, I have the honor, duly authorized by my Government, to con- 
firm the agreement which we have reached, that is : 

Commercial aircraft of the United States register shall have per- 
mission to make flights along the Colombian coasts of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans and over the territory immediately adjacent thereto; 
to alight on land and on water, to take on fuel, to make repairs, to 
land and receive passengers, mail and freight in Colombian ports in 
which there are authorities charged with fulfilling the formalities 
required, subject to regulations and provisions similar to those estab- 
lished for Colombian commercial aircraft in the enclosures accom- 
panying Your Excellency’s note to which I have honor to reply. 

Conversely, commercial aircraft of Colombian registration shall 
have permission to alight on land and water in the ports of the 
Atlantic and of the Pacific in the United States including those of 
the Panama Canal Zone, to fly between ports of the Panama Canal 
Zone, following the route designated by the Governor thereof, to 
take on fuel, to make repairs, to land and receive passengers, mail and 
freight subject to the regulations and provisions annexed to Your 
Excellency’s note to which I have the honor to reply. 

All aircraft must comply with the respective governmental regula- 
tions of both coimtries. 

If either of the two Governments should decide to put an end to 
the permission referred to in this agreement, or to change the regu- 
lations or provisions, it shall advise die other Government of thig 
fact ninety days in advance. 
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It is imderstood that the two Governments agree and will ear- 
nestly endeavor to give the greatest facilities possible in order thit 
aircraft engaged in services of international commercial communica- 
tion may alight on land or water, take on fuel and to extend the 
other services mentioned above with all the efficacy and rapidity 
desirable. ’ 

I take [etc.] Enrique Oiata 


821 . 7961 / 16 : 1616*^0111 

The MmisteT in Colombia {Ouffery) to the Secretary of State 

Bogota, February 27, 1929 — 4p,in 
[Received 9 : 20 p. m.] 

28. My telegram number 27, February 19, 7 p. m. Monday last, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs showed me Olaya’s latest telegram saying 
be had signed note and had sent copies regulations by air mAil j 
asked him what steps Pan American should take in order to begin 
service. He replied of course he did not know exactly what regular 
tions stipulated but that all he now wanted was formal notice throu^ 
the Legation that Pan American desired to initiate service ; he thought 
it would be well to include usual data about machines and ngT^pB ’ of 
pilots. 

However, Doctor Uribe believes this to be the reciprocal procedure 
stipulated in the regulations. 

CAFi'Eki 


821.7961/17 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Staie to the Minister in Colombia (Cafery) ‘ 

Washington, February 28, 1929—7 p. m. 
18. Your 28, February 27, 4 p. m. Department presumes that you 
have given the formal notice requested by the Minister for Forei^ 
Affairs as well as data about machines and names of pilots. 

EjEXiLOOG 


821.7961/18 : Telegram 

The Minister in Colombia {Caffery) to the Secretary of State 

Bogota, March 1, 1929 — 4 p. m, 
[Received 5 p. m.] 

29. Department’s 18, February 28, 7 p. m. Yes, on Wednesday. 

CaeeekT 
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SUSPENSION OP NEGOTIATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL TREATIES WITH 
COLOMBIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

711.212/8 

TAe Secretoery of State to the Minister in Oolornhia {Oaffery) 

No. 107 WAsmNGaxMT, November 9, 1929. 

Prft ; The Department refers to your despatch No. 592 of September 
23, 1929,® in -which you request to be informed as to the status of a 
commercial treaty which has been alluded to by die Colombian authori- 
ties as now in negotiation between the United States and Colombia. 

The Department’s records show that by instruction No. 905 of 
August 28, 1926,® Minister Piles was directed to inquire of the Colom- 
bian authorities whether they would be disposed to enter into a treaty 
of friendship, commerce and consular rights with the United States 
ctmUnr to the One concluded between the United States and Gtermany 
on December 8, 1923.® It was stated in that instruction that if the 
Colombian Government was receptive to this proposal a special draft 
would be prepared by this Government for presentation to the Colom- 
bian Crovemment. The Legation’s telegram No. 33 of November 6, 
1926,® stated that the Colombian Government would be willing to enter 
into negotiations with the United States for the conclusion of a treaty. 
The special draft, however, was not forwarded to the Legation for 
presentation to the Colombian Government. 

You may state if occasion arises that this government has tem- 
porarily suspended all commercial treaty negotiations but that as 
soon as they are generally resumed you will receive further instruc- 
tions in the matter. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State: 

Fbakcis Wheeb 


BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH NICARAGUA 
(See volume I, pages 934 ff.) 


•Not printed. 

*Poreiffn Relations, 1926, vol. n, P. L 

• but SM despatch No. 971, November 8, 1926, from, the Minister In 

Colombia, i&id., 1926, vol. u, p. 3. 
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PROPOSAL BY CUBA THAT THE COMMERCIAL CONVENTION BE- 

TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA, SIGNED DECEMBER 11. 

1902. BE REVISED* •* 

611 . 3731/302 

The Cuban Anribassador {Ferrara^ to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

WASHiisrGTOisr, January 10, 1929. 

Mr. Secretary : I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
my Government has carefully examined your note No. 611.3731/285 
of June ISth, 1928,^ as well as the documents of the United States 
Tariff Commission enclosed therewith.® In reply thereto, I beg 
leave to state that the documents in question, coincide in part, with 
the points of view of my Government, and to a certain extent, do not. 
To make a thorough analysis of the statistics prepared by the United 
States Tariff Commission and of its conclusions stressing thereby the 
discrepancies, would not be conducive to the success of these negotia- 
tions, for in reality the differences that may be found are rather due 
to differing appreciation of the facts. 

In synthesis, the different appreciation of the effects, whether bene- 
ficial or adverse of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1903,®* is confined to the 
fact, that while the United States Tariff Commission believes that the 
increase in the exportations of sugar from Cuba to the United States 
is the essential point of the Commercial Treaty of 1903 entered into 
by the two countries, thereby resulting in great profits to Cuba, my 
Government is of the opinion that it is necessary to look into the 
prices attained by our main product (sugar) and particularly into 
the benefit of the 20% differential rate that, granted in the said 
Treaty to Cuba, has after 1911 favored, almost constantly, the Ameri- 
can consumer, for the Cuban producer sold his sugar to the United 
States at the very same price that was disposed of to other coxmtries 
which have not granted Cuba preferential treatment, and, which 
consequently do not receive for their exports correlative advantages. 

* CJontimied from Foreign Relations, vol. n, pp. 640-642. For text of the 
convention, see ibid., 1903, p. 375. 

* Ibid., 1928, vol. n, p. 640. 

•Report of the TJ. S. Tariff Commission, The Effects of the Cuban Reciprocity 
Treaty of 1902 ( Wadiington, Government Printing Office, 1929) . 

•* This treaty, signed in 1902, became effective in 1903, and is often referred to 
as of that date. 
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Nor does my Government believe that it could be considered as a 
justification of the Treaty the fact that Cuba had disposed of most 
of her sugar to the United States, for it is an undeniable fact fiiat 
should there not have existed a Commercial Treaty with the United 
States and the subsequent differential customs duty, Cuba would have 
sold likewise all her sugars within or outside the American market 
and at the very same price which she obtained from the UniM 
States, because all the large exporting countries of this product, as 
Santo Domingo, Peru, Czechoslovakia, etc., have always been able to 
place the whole of their production at a price similar to Cuba’s. Java, 
save when she has of her own volition preferred to keep her sugars 
from one year to another, has also been able to dispose of her entire 
stock. 

However, my Government does not wish to discuss the denouncing 
of the Treaty of 1903, nor its maintenance, for its only aspiration is 
to improve the commercial reciprocity relations between both coun- 
tries, therefore, it analyzes the subject outside of the scope of fiie 
United States Tariff Commission. 

In the report submitted together with Your Excellency’s note, 
mentioned hereinbefore, in Chapter First, reference is made to the 
political origins of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1903.*^ All that is con- 
tained therein is entirely exact. In fact, President Roosevelt, in Ms 
message to Congress on December 3rd, 1901,* stated : 

‘‘We are bound by every consideration of honor and expediency to 
pass commercial measures in the interest of her (Cuba) material 
well being”. 

And in another special message to Congress on November lOth, 
1903,® President Roosevelt added: 

“We expect Cuba to treat us on an exceptional footing politically, 
and we should put her in the same exceptional position economically.” 

Giving to the economic relations between the United States and 
Cuba the importance which it deserves, and seeing it in its true 
light, the then Secretary of War, Mr. Elihu Root, said: 

“The same consideration [s] which led to the war with Spain, now 
requires [sic'] that a commercial aOTeement be made under which 
Cuba can live. The condition of the sugar and tobacco industries 
in Cuba is already such that the earliest possible action by Congress 
upon the {this] subject is desirable.” 


"* The origins of the commercial treaty with Cuba are set forth In chapter n 
of the report of the U. S. Tariff Commission. 

^Foreign Relations^ 1901, p. xxxn. 

® Reference apparently erroneous ; the sentence here quoted appears In w 
message of June 13, 1902 ; see A OOTivpUation of the Messages and Papers of tlbe 
Presidents Prepared . . . Pnrsuamt to an Act of the Fiftp-Seoond Congress of 
the United States, vol. xv, p. 0681. 
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General Wood, Military Governor of Cuba at tbe time, asked tbat: 

‘‘Belief must be granted quickly or a condition will arise which will ^ 
render the establishment and the maintenance of a stable Govern- 
ment highly improbable.” 

These words are taken, as I mentioned before, from the report 
that Tour Excellency forwarded to my Government.^ 

From a Cuban viewpoint, these antecedents could be added to 
others which would clearly indicate that the sources of the Treaty 
called Permanent and those of the Commercial Treaty, if they were 
not the same, at least, bear mutual relations. 

Since December 5th, 1898, President McKinley established the 
commercial principles that should preside in the relations between 
the United States and Cuba: 

“As soon as we are in possession of Cuba and have pacified the 
Island, it will be necessary to give aid and direction to its people 
to form a Government for themselves. This should be undertaken 
at the earliest moment, consistent with safety and assured success. 

It is important that our relations with these people shall be of the 
most friendly character and our commercial relations close and re- 
ciprocal.” ® 

Later, the same President of the United States set forth his ideas 
in his annual message (to Congress) of December 5th, 1899 : ® 

“Whatever the outcome, we must see to it that free Cuba is a 
reality, not a name, a perfect entity, not a hasty experiment bearing 
within itself the elements of failure. Our mission, to accomplish 
which we took up the wager of battle is not to be fulfilled by turning 
adrift any loosely-framed commonwealth to face the vicissitudes 
which too often attend weaker States whose natural wealth and 
abundant resources are offset by tKe incongruities of their political 
organization and the recurring occasions for internal rivalries to 
sap their strength and dissipate their energies. The greatest bless- 
ing which can come to Cuba is the restoration of her agricultural 
and industrial prosperity, which will give employment to idle men 
and reestablish the pursuits of peace. This is her chief and immedi- 
ate need.” 

The former Secretary Boot said more than that ; we take the liberty 
of transcribing the whole paragraph : 

“Cuba has acquiesced in our right to say that she shall not put 
herself in the hands of any other power, whatever her necessity, 
and in our right to insist upon the maintenance of free and orderly 


•Report of the XT. S. Tariff Oommission, pp. 387, 398. 

^ Signed May 22, 1903 ; Foreign Belations, 1904, p. 243. ^ 

1898, p. XXVI. 

^ Ibid., 1899, p. XXIX. 

“ The quoted passages from the annual report of the Secretary of War, 1901, 
were reprinted in the report of the U. S. Ta r i ff Ck)xmnission, p. 387. 
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gavemment throughout her limits, however impoverished and des- 
perate may be her people. Correlative to these rights is a duty of 
the highest obligation to treat her not as an enemy, not at arnt’l 
length as an aggressive commercial rival, but with a generosity 
which toward her will be but justice ; to shape our laws so that they 
shall contribute to her welfare as well as our own. Aside from the 
moral obligations to which we committed ourselves when we droye 
Spain out of Cuba, and aside from the ordinary consideration of 
commercial advantages involved in a reciprocity treaty, there are, 
the weightiest reasons of American public policy pointing in the same 
direction ; for the peace of Cuba is necessary to the peace of the 
United States; the nealth of Cuba is necessary to the health of the 
United States; the independence of Cuba is necessary to the safety 
of the United States. Tne same considerations which led to the war 
with Spain now require that a commercial arrangement be made 
under which Cuba can live, etc.” 

We are referring to these antecedents, inspired in the Report of 
the Tariff Commission of the United States, that, with a high spirit 
of impartiality has recalled them. Cuba, on her part, has always 
been inspired by the principles that presided her first moments of 
independence. 

Politically, she has given proofs of an ever increased friendship to- 
ward the United States ; commercially, she has opened widely her doors 
to investments of money to the United States; to her banks, to her 
insurance companies, to her merchant marine, to her railroad enter- 
prises as well as to her merchants, to her business men, to her manu- 
facturers, and to her products. 

She has never committed any act or action which might lessen, limit 
or alter the effects of the political treaty or commercial agreement. 
AH the various elements of the economic activities from the United 
States have found laws which favor and authorities which protect 
them. 

The products of the soil and industry of the United States receive in 
Cuba a preferential treatment that amounts up to 40% on the general 
tariff, which treatment is not nominal but real, for it may be con- 
sidered that in all, in spite of attaining an average during these past 
years of $170,000,000, they do not pay import duties in excess of 
$24,000,000, which is about 16% of the total value. 

As a consequence of this attitude there is invested in Cuba at the 
present time, nearly 1,500 million dollars of American capital; the 
banks of your nation control the monetary market; American ships 
enter and leave Cuban ports paying less port duties than the ships of" 
other nations by special provisions of the law and 76.1% in the year 
1919, and 62.1% in 1927, of the Cuban imports were products of the 
soil and industry of the United States. 

It is indispensable to determine clearly this state of things of the 
Cuban econonodc structure afidrming, that as a consequence of the 
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Commercial Reciprocity Treaty of 190a between the United States 
and Cuba, the economic relations of both countries have reached such 
a degree of thorough understanding that it is very difficult to determine 
whose is the benefit and whose the harm, whether the interests of the 
United States or those of Cuba, when the changes in the customs tarifi 
or the fluctuations of the price of sugar lower or favor the wealth of 
the Republic of Cuba. Statistics clearly verify these affirmations. In 
1920, the year of prosperity, Cuba imported from the United States 
$404,386,000 ; on the other hand, during the crisis of 1927, these imports 
dropped to $155,383,000 and the outlook for 1928 is still worse, as it 
is presumed that it will not exceed $125,000,000. If to this be added 
the difference had in the dividends of the sugar, tobacco, telephone, 
railroad, manufacturing, shipping, banking, and insurance companies, 
etc., domiciled in the United States which do business in Cuba, in the 
years above mentioned, it will be seen that the losses entailed by Cuba 
or the benefits obtained, are reflected to a certain extent, not unworthy 
of consideration, on the economic structure of the United States. 

The essential point of the report of the Tariff Commission of the 
United States is that the increased Cuban production is the cause of 
the present crisis. The causes of the increased production in sugar 
are several, and if there is any fault in these, it is not certainly Cuba’s. 
The natural development of Cuba has been one of the chief causes, up to 
1911 ; a privileged and fertile country which can advantageously pro- 
duce sugar, should, in an industrial era, such as ours, and with a stable 
government, develop the production and the manufacture of her main 
product. 

It should not be cause for surprise that near to the United States, 
the largest consumer of sugar, there should develop, increasing its 
production, the country which possesses more natural conditions favor- 
able for that production. 

But the most important factor in the increased production was the 
European war. Cuba responded to the insistent indications of her 
allies who asked her to produce as much as possible to cover the deficit 
brought about by destruction of sugar-beet fields and of European 
sugar factories. Cuba did not want to remain deaf to the vehement 
suggestions of the United States ; and she did not do it with lucrative 
purposes, as might be surmised, because she accepted fixed prices for 
her sugars for several years, very much lower than those she could have 
secured in an open market, and sometimes below cost of production, 
owing to the subsequent and sudden high cost of the raw materials 
indispensable to the sugar industry. Lastly, another cause of the 
increased production was the commercial upheaval of the year 1921, 
which placed in the hands of bankers and of important companies of 
the United States many sugar mills owned by small Cuban proprietors. 
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the new owners of which, improved their machinery and their 
obtaining thus a larger production. 

These facts surely well known to the technical experts of the vajioos 
departments of the Government of the United States, exclude the sole 
essential deduction made in their statistics by the Tariff Commig^ 
of the United States. 

The problem, in my Government’s judgment, must not be analyzed 
as to the quantity of the production or the quantity of the importations 
into the United States of Cuban sugars, but only with regard to % 
treatment that these imports receive. Cuba, which according to the 
opinions of President McKinley, of President Roosevelt, and of Secre- 
tary Root, which we have reproduced hereinbefore, given, almost, in the 
form of an offer, must economically be bound to the United States more 
intimately than to any other nation, receives a customs treatment, by 
virtue of which her products pay both alone and jointly more than any 
other of the countries doing business with the United States. 

Of the approximate six hundred million dollars customs duties col- 
lected aimually, the products of Cuba pay to the American treasury 
about $160,000,000. Canada which exported to this country in 1927 
$476,028,148 paid arormd $26,000,000. Prance which exported to the 
United States $167,799,661 paid more or less $50,000,000 and the same 
happened with regard to Germany whose exportations amounted to 
$200,554,291. The United Kingdom which shipped $357,930,937 paid 
less than $70,000,000. The products of the soil and industry of Cuba 
pay almost as much as the products of England, France and Germany 
together, which are the three foremost nations exporting to this 


country. 

Taking the total of the Cuban exportations to the United States, 
including in this total the raw materials which are not subject to duty, 
the customs tariff levy an average duty on our products of 55% in 1927 ; 
while it levies 18% to England; 31% to France; 25% to Germany; 
6% to Canada and 4% to Japan. Should the grand total of the im- 
portations of the United States which amounted to $4,184,742,416 in 
the same year, be compared with the grand total of the customs duties 
collected, which amounted to approximately $600,000,000, it may be 


easily appreciated the treatment accorded to our country. 

These are the figures, which grosso modo have been compiled by our 
statisticians, and which might be subject to a slight change if 
thoroughly studied with more accurate details, but this change would 
not alter the deductions reached. If they be placed in relation TOth 
the phrases pronounced at the beginning of Cuban independence, when 
the bases were put forth for a political treatment called the Permanent 
Treaty, which at the same time was originated by the Unilateral Act 
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called the Platt Amendment, it will be seen that the purpose of the 
high contracting parties has not animated the subsequent acts. 

However, mj Government does not aspire to anything else but to 
find a solution for the future, that will be of common interest. My 
Government wishes to save from a possible ruin the Cuban wealth, 
which is in part, wealth pertaining to American interests, and to 
favor further, in just reciprocity the exportations of the United States 
to Cuba. 

To this effect, on December 15th, 1927, I sent a note to Tour 
Excellency ^ outlining ideas for a new commercial agreement. I pro- 
posed in this note that a part of Cuban sugar should receive a prefer- 
ential treatment, while another part would be subject to the present 
tariff. Now, taking into consideration the report of the Tariff Com- 
mission which Your Excellency sent me, I am able to state that my 
Government would be willing to enter into an understanding on the 
basis of a reciprocal interest, whereby Cuba be granted the free entry 
of her sugar for a limited quantity. An arrangement could be 
reached easily as to the quantity and also with respect to benefiting 
some other articles. The customs revenues of the United States, and 
perhaps those of Cuba, would be the only ones to be subject to the 
consequences of an arrangement of this nature, but all concerned from 
both countries would greatly profit by it, without detriment to domes- 
tic producers of the United States, and without increase of the cost 
of the articles to the consumers. The solution would be of mutual 
advantage and would tend to consolidate the economic unity that in 
fact exists today, although endangered by customs measures. 

My Government considers that this is the right moment for reach- 
ing an agreement, not only in its own interest, owing to the serious 
crisis which its principal product has been going through for the last 
three years, but also in behalf of the American exporters. They 
are seeing their volume of business with Cuba decreasing more and 
more every day, which market might be largely lost by them in a 
short time. 

Accept [etc.] Obestes Ferraka 


611 . 3731/304 

T?ie Secretary of State to the Oulan Amlassador (Ferrara) 

Washington, February 20, 1929. 

ExcEULiENcnr : I have the honor to inform you that the Department 
received in due time the note of January 10, 1929, in which you 


See the President’s message to 

1902, p. 320 ; also the treaty between the United States and Cuba, May 22, 1903, 
iUd,y 1904, p. 243. 

1927, voL n, p. 508. 
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state that your Government has carefully examined the ! 
note of June 13, 1928 and its enclosed study by the United 
Tariff Commission regarding the effects of the Reciprocity Treaty 
Your observation has been noted that the statements made iu the study 
coincide in part with your Government’s views but to a certain exto 
do not ; and your belief has also been noted that an analytical exaodi 
nation of the statistics and deductions “would not be conducive to fj® 
success of these negotiations” since, you observe, the differences that 
could be found are due to differing appreciations of the facts. 

Tour allusions to the intimate and cordial relations both politick 
and commercial which, ever since the establishment of the independ- 
ence of Cuba, have subsisted between our countries have been read 
with appreciation as has also your statement that your Government 
“does not aspire to anything else but to find a solution for the future 
that will be of common interest”; and I wish to assure you that my 
Government also desires that the relations between the two countries 
shall be mutually advantageous. 

With reference to the suggestion, on page 17 of the ’RugliHli trans- 
lation which you supplied with your note, that your Government 
“would be willing to enter into an understanding on the basis of a 
reciprocal interest, whereby Cuba be granted the free entry of her sugar 
for a limited quantity”, I wish to say that careful consideration is 
being given to the matter and that another communication will be 
addressed to you as soon as adequate study shall have been given to this 
suggestion and to your explanations and arguments. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. BjEtLocM} 


REPRESENTATIONS AGAINST PROPOSED LEGISLATION CONTRAVEN- 
ING THE RIGHT OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN CUBA 

837.00/2730 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Ovha {Judah) 

STo. 359 Washington, April 28, 1929. 

Sib: The Department has received your despatch No. 615 of 
March 21, 1929,“ wherein you called attention to the provisions of a 
bill which has been introduced in the Lower House of the Cuban 
Legislature for the amendment of Article 134 of the Penal Code so 
that it shall provide, among other things, that 

“(a) Any Cuban who induces a foreign power to declare war on 
Cuba or who negotiates with such a power to that end shall be pun- 


Not printed. 
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ished with, life unprisonment or death, if war is declared, otherwise 
with a long term or life imprisonment. 

^‘(5) Any Cuban who seeks the intervention or interference of a 
foreign power in the internal or external development of the national 
life shall likewise incur the penalty of a long term or life imprisonment. 

“(<?) The Cuban who, with the same purpose, carries on propa- 
ganda, oral, written or of any other kind, shall be subjected to a long 
term of imprisonment.” 

It can hardly be doubted that the above quoted provisions under 
(5) and (<?) are designed to render it more difBicult for the United 
States to exercise the rights of intervention which it has in the affairs 
of Cuba and which the Cuban Government has recognized by the in- 
corporation of the Platt Amendment in the Constitution of Cuba and 
the Treaty of Relations with the United States of 1903.^® 

The enactment of the proposed bill would be justly regarded by the 
world as a measure of affront by Cuba directed at the United States 
and of attempted repudiation by Cuba of the consent heretofore given 
to the exercise of the rights of intervention inhering in the United 
States. 

It must be obvious that to fulfill its duties in the premises, the 
Government of the United States must have free access to the sources 
of information and naturally citizens of Cuba constitute most impor- 
tant sources upon such questions as whether Cuban independence is 
threatened; whether the Government of Cuba, at a given time, is ade- 
quate for the protection of life, property and individual liberty, and 
whether the Government of Cuba is properly discharging the obliga- 
tions imposed by the Treaty of Paris on the United States and 
thereafter assumed and undertaken by the Government of Cuba. 

In this relation it is not too much to say that the enactment of the 
proposed legislation would be strong evidence that the existing govern- 
ment is not appropriately protecting individual liberty. 

In view of the foregoing, the Department desires you to seek an 
early interview with President Machado and say to him that, while 
you do not suppose that there is any likelihood of the enactment of 
the proposed legislation, yet, out of abundance of caution you desired 
to point out to him the very xmfortunate impression which its enact- 
ment would create in the United States. 

The Department does not desire you to leave any written memo- 
randum with the President, but you may orally present to him the fore- 
going considerations and incidentally point out, unless you perceive 

^ Signed May 22, 1903 ; Foreign Relations, 1904, p. 243. 

^Treaty of peace between the United States and Spain, signed December 10, 
1898, iUa., 1898, p. 831. 
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serious objection to making such statements, that the rights of intra^. 
tion inhering in the United States were not created by the inclusion «f 
the Platt Amendment in either the Cuban Constitution or the Treaty 
of 1903, but merely recognized thereby, and that such rights date ha* 
to the general obligations which the United States assumed before 
the world by expelling the Spanish Power from Cuba and turning 
the Government over to the Cubans, and to the specific obligati<Bi8 
which the United States assumed in the Treaty of Paris, and are not 
necessarily comprehensively stated in the Treaty of Eelations with 
Cuba. 

I am [etc.] Henbx L. Stims(h( 


837.00/2748 

The Ambassador in Gvba {Jvddti) to the Secretary of State 

No. 658 HABANA,May2,1929. 

[Received May €.] 

Sir: Referring to your instruction No. 369 of April 23, 1929, and 
your telegram No. 40, April 30, 5 PM,^“ I have the honor to say that 
I today called upon President Machado and, in view of your telegram, 
I did not leave a copy of the instruction with him, nor did I read him 
the instruction, but orally presented to him the considerations con- 
tained therein except the last paragraph thereof. 

President Machado replied that any Congressman could introduce 
a bill in the Cuban Congress but that the presentation of the bill did 
not mean that it would be passed. He said that he would use his 
influence to see that the bill in question was not passed and that, if 
it were passed, he would veto it. This means, in my opinion, that 
the bill will not be passed. 

President Machado further said that I could assure the Secretary 
of State that no bill would be passed by the Cuban Congress which 
would impair in any way the political relations between the United 
States and Cuba. 

I did not present to the President the considerations contained 
in the last paragraph of your instruction for the reason that there 
is, at the present time no political movement here to do away with 
any rights of the United States created by the terms Of the Platt 
Amendment, and no public discussion, in the Press or otherwise, 
regarding the same. 

I have [etc.] Noklb Bbaitook Judah 


"Telegram not printed. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA TO SUBMIT 
THE CLAIM OF CELARLES J..HARRAH TO ARBITRATION”^ 

43T.11H2S/6. 

TTh& SccTBtdTy of Stccto to tJio AjtnJbctsscidoT in Oubd (OTOvydr&f^ 

No. 720 Washingkton, June 12, 1^6. 

Sir * TTie Department has before it for consideration the claim 
of Mr. Charles J. Harrah, an American citizen, against Cuba for 
damages growing out of the alleged illegal demolition of his rail- 
road and appurtenances located on the beaches of Marian ao, Jai- 
manitas and Santa Ana in the vicinity of the Province of Marianao, 
and the consequent destruction of the business for which the railway 
was built. 

It is averred on behalf of the claimant that in 1908 he obtained a 
permit from the Cuban Government for the extraction of sand from 
that part of the coast known as the “Maritime Zone”, under the 
Ports Law (Ley de Puertos) ; that in order to provide for the trans^ 
portation of the sand the claimant constructed twelve kilometers of 
railway of a fixed and permanent character, beginning at the town 
known as Playa de Marianao, running along the shore, passing 
through the town of Jaimanitas and ending at the town of Santa Fe 
or Santa Ana ; and that the claimant fully equipped the railway with 
motive power, rolling stock, extensive terminals and complete switch- 
ing and interchange facilities with the United Railways of Habana* 
It is stated that the railroad was constructed entirely upon public 
domain, under surveys authorized by the Department of Public 
Works; that it was of a fixed and permanent character, with a solid 
roadbed protected from the action of the sea by a concrete wall and 
breakwater, the bridges over the Quibu and Jaimanitas Rivers sup- 
porting the track being especially of a solid and enduring character ; 
that in the construction of the road more than 30,000 square meters 
of swamp land were filled in and reclaimed, a portion of the road- 
bed being built upon this reclaimed land, as were also many of the 
terminal facilities and buildings; and that the project was in every 
way a permanent and fixed structure. It is* also stated that, while 
the railway was primarily intended for the transportation of sand 
and stone, it served a public purpose in the transportation of drink- 
ing water to the inhabitants of Jaimanitas and other towns, and 
that for this service no charge was made. 

It is alleged on behalf of the claimant that in the construction 
of the road he complied with all the legal requirements pertaining 
to such undertakings, including the procuring of the validation of 

The records of the arhitration are printed in the D^artment of State Arbi- 
tration Series No. 1 : Arpitration of the Claim of Charles J. Hcmrah. 
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his project by the Railroad Goiruiiissioii, and that the road 
into full operation in 1908 and continued in operation until 1917. 

It is stated that on June 16, 1915 a decree was issued by the Qaa 
President of the Cuban Republic authorizing the demolition of the 
portable railway which was said to exist on the beach of Marianao 
by virtue of an alleged temporary (one year) permit to certa®' 
persons, namely Enrique Gomez y Pastor and another, and that an 
order was thereupon promulgated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
directing the demolition of the claimant’s property. It appears feoni 
the record submitted that one Enrique Gomez (Enrique Gomez y 
Pastor) who was in charge of claimant’s railway while the latter 
was absent from Cuba, appealed against the execution of the decree 
of demolition upon the ground that he (Gomez) was the real owner 
of tive Harrah railway. It is stated that while this appeal was still 
pending suit was brought against Gomez by The Antiliana G)in- 
pany for an alleged debt due by Gomez to the Company, which rfr 
suited in the issuance of an order by the municipal court of Marianao 
embargoing the railroad property for the alleged debt due the Com- 
pany. Upon learning that his railroad property was to be sold to 
satisfy this judgment, the claimant returned to Cuba and instituted 
suit to recover his property from Gomez. By interlocutory order 
of the Court of First Instance in the proceedings brought by Harrah 
against Gomez to recover possession of the property, the property 
was placed in the hands of a judicial administrator for the account 
of Harrah pending the final disposition of the case. This adminis- 
trator duly qualified, furnished bond and assumed possession and 
control of the railway and operated it pursuant to the orders of the 
court. Thereupon, it is stated, Gomez abandoned his counter pro- 
ceedings for the vacation of the order of demolition of claimant’s 
railway. 

When the proposed action of the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 
gard to his intention to proceed with the demolition of the railway 
was brought to claimant’s notice, the claimant states that he called 
the matter to the attention of the Judge of the Court of First hi- 
stance, who, it appears, «n April 14, 1917, addressed a communication 
to the Secretary of the Treasury notifying him of the existence of Ihe 
suit between Harrah and Gomez and the appointment of a judicial 
administrator of the property. The Court also requested the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to protect the judicial administrator in the 
operation, maintenance and repair of the railroad. It seems that the 
Treasury Department by letter of May 21, 1917, to the Department 
of Public Works declined to entertain the request of the court; on the 
contrary the order for the demolition of the railroad was repeats^ 
it being insisted upon by the Treasury Department that the fixed 
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materials and rolling stock were alone subject to the decision of 
the suit in that court. The Treasury Department seems to have taken 
the position that the railroad which was the subject of the suit was 
a portable railway of a temporary character, the concession for which 
had been granted to Enrique Gomez and another. On July 10, 1917, 
the Court of First Instance of the East of Habana rendered its de- 
cision holding that the claimant was the owner and entitled to the 
possession of the railroad, which it found to be a fixed railway built 
as a permanent structure and not to be confounded with the portable 
railway authorized by the Treasury Department, above mentioned, 
and requiring that an accounting be made to claimant for the profits 
derived from the operation of such railroad during its unlawful de- 
tention by Gomez. This decision was immediately appealed to the 
Audiencia, which on December 23, 1924, decreed possession and own- 
ership of the railway in the claimant, Charles J. Harrah, as against 
the stock society “La Antiliana’’ and Enrique Gomez y Pastor. It 
seems that the Audiencia declined to confirm the sentence of the Court 
of First Instance with respect to an accounting covering the profits 
received during the period of unlawful detention or for the costs of 
suit. It is asserted by the claimant that the movable and fixed prop- 
erty which was the subject of the suit was illegally dissipated and 
destroyed during pendency of the litigation and that his real prop- 
erty, consisting of right of way and reclaimed lands, is now unlaw- 
fully in the possession of the Compania TJrbanizadora del Parque y 
Playa de Marianao, the principal owners of which were, and are now, 
Carlos Miguel de Cespedes y Ortiz, Carlos Manuel de la Cruz and one 
Cortina. 

An appeal was taken by the Gomez interests from the decision 
of the Audiencia to the Supreme Tribunal and after the expiration of 
more than four years the appeal was allowed to lapse. In the cir- 
cumstances it is understood that the decision of the Audiencia became 
final. The result of the efforts of the claimant during the coiorse of 
eight years’ litigation to confirm his assertion of ownership of the 
property and the exhaustion of his legal remedies in the courts of 
Cuba are asserted to have resulted merely in procuring an adjudica- 
tion that he was the owner of property that was dissipated or de- 
stroyed while the litigation was going on and while the property 
was in the custody of the courts. 

As before stated, in 1915 the then President of Cuba issued a decree 
authorizing the destruction of a portable railway that was said to 
exist on the beach of Marianao by virtue of a temporary permit. In 
the early part of 1917 the Secretary of the Treasury ordered the 
demolition of the claimant’s railway, insisting that the claimant’s 
railway was the portable railway authorized by the temporary permit. 
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Claimant thereupon filed formal written protest with the SecreJllM 
of Public Works on March 30, 1917 against such order. The lat^ 
official addressed a communication, under date of April 14, 191Y 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting petition of claimant 
the suspension of the order for the destruction of claimant’s railway 
until a definite decision had been reached legalizing the existence ^ 
the railway, calling attention to the placing of the property in fee 
hands of the judicial administrator appointed by the Court of Fir# 
Instance ; that the court had given orders to the authorities of Ma^ 
ianao to protect the judicial administrator in regard to the property 
and expressing the hope that as the legalization of the railway woiiid 
be determined by another jurisdiction the Secretary of the Treasury 
would direct the suspension of the order for the demolition of tie 
railway until it could be definitely determined whether the project 
should be legalized. The Secretary of the Treasury thereupon ex- 
pressed the intention of proceeding for the fulfillment of the Presi- 
dential Decree concerning the demolition of the railway. A formal 
written protest was then lodged by the claimant with the President 
of the Republic, under date of June 9, 1917, reviewing the situation 
and requesting the President to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to postpone the destruction of the railway. No reply was received 
to this protest except a letter, presumably from the President’s Secre- 
tary, stating that the matter would be brought to the attention of the 
President in due course. No action was taken by the Secretary of the 
Treasury until the month of November, 1917. 

On October 31, 1917, claimant was apprised that his property was 
to be immediately destroyed. He lodged a second protest with the 
President of the Republic on November 1, 1917, and he filed a petition 
with the Secretary of the Interior in which it was stated that Mir. 
Carlos Manuel de la Cruz had initiated a proceeding in the Department 
of the Interior requesting the destruction of a narrow gauge railway 
existing at the beaches of Marianao and Jaimanitas. Attention was 
called to the institution of suit to determine rightful ownership of the 
property and request was made that the Department should perfect 
its information regarding the railway project before ordering its de- 
struction, by calling for the record already existing in the Treasury 
Department, or forwarding the petition of Mr. de la Cruz to that 
Department, or seeking fresh instructions from the President of the 
Republic; request was also made that the Interior Department annul 
any orders that might have been given to the rural guard of Marianao 
to proceed to destroy the railway and that the guard be instructed 
to protect the judicial administrator in the work of the repair of the 
railway. Notwithstanding the efforts made by claimant to procure 
protection for his rights in regard to this property, it is averred that 
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steps for its destruction proceeded and the railroad was destroyed 
by a large crew^ of workmen, who used dynamite for the purpose 
the workmen being actually directed in the work of destruction by 
Mr. de la Cruz, a member of the Cuban Congress, supported by a 
contingent of the National Army. During the course of this destruc- 
tion claimant again appealed to the President of the Republic on 
November 10, 1917, protesting against the unwarranted destruction of 
his property, but without avail. It is averred, also, that the judicial 
administrator used every effort to prevent the work of destruction 
but was unable to accomplish anything, although, it is said, he solicited 
the aid of the local authorities and the local court at Marianao, the 
officers in charge of the National Army on the property, and finally 
the Commander in Charge of the Army. It is further averred that 
the Commander in Charge of the Army informed the judicial admin- 
istrator that he had received his orders from “El Chico”, the coimtry 
home of the President of Cuba. 

The claimant states that after exhausting every conceivable means 
to prevent the final destruction of his property, he filed criminal 
charges against Mr. de la Cruz. This, however, seems to have been 
a futile remedy as far as Mr. de la Cruz was concerned for the reason 
that as a member of the Cuban Congress he is said to have enjoyed 
immunity from arrest and prosecution. 

Upon the available evidence the contention that Mr. Harrah has 
sustained a denial of justice woxild seem to be well founded. It is 
believed, however, that the fixing of the amount of damages which 
the claimant has sustained could best be determined by arbitration, 
which would afford an opportunity for the arbitrators to.make visual 
inspections and surveys at the situs of the injury. 

In these circumstances the claimant has made the suggestion, in 
which the Department concurs, that the claim be referred to a commit- 
tee of two persons, one to be selected by the Government of Cuba and 
the other by the claimant. In the event that such persons fail to reach 
an agreement, a third member of the committee could be selected by 
the two persons so appointed. If an agreement cannot be reached 
with respect to the selection of such third person, the selection may 
be made by agreement between the Secretary of State of the United 
States and the Secretary of State of the Republic of Cuba. 

The Department will be pleased to have you bring this matter 
promptly to the attention of the Cuban Foreign Office with the request 
that the Government of the United States be informed whether the 
plan outlined with respect to the adjustment of the claim would be 
agreeable to the Cuban Government. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Joseph: C. Gkew 

le 
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437.11H23/10 : Megram 

The Charge in Cuba {Williainson) to the Secretary of StMi^ 

Haban:a, July 16, 1926—3 
[Received 6:43 p, 

119. Department’s instruction 720, June 12, 1926. Foreign 0$^ 
reply in Harrah case received yesterday. Text and translation p 
forward in tomorrow’s poucli.^® In 18-page note Government coiig^. 
teously but categorically refuses to entertain proposal of arbitration. 

WitxnAMson 


437.11H23/20 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Cuba {Crowder) 

No. 943 ' Washingtok, April 14, 1921 

Sir: The Department refers to its instruction to you of June 12 
1926, No. 720, and the note of the Cuban Foreign Office of July 13^ 
1926,^^ in relation to the desire of Mr. Charles J. Harrah to obtain 
indemnification for losses growing out of the alleged illegal demolition 
of his railroad and appurtenances located in the vicinity of Marianao, 
Cuba, and the consequent destruction of the business for which the 
railroad was built. 

In its note of July 13, 1926, the Cuban Foreign Office declines to 
enter into any negotiations for the arbitration of this claim on the 
ground that the matter could only be made the subject of an arbitration 
after it had been demonstrated that the claim could not be settled 
through diplomatic channels, and states that an investigation of the 
matter by the Foreign Office discloses that the claimant has failed to 
set forth the true situation with respect to the facts of the case and that 
an examination of the data procured as a result of the investigation 
justifies the conclusions : 

1. That Mr. Charles J. Harrah does not appear to have ever been a 
concessionaire of any railroad on the coast between Playa de Mari- 
anao and Baracoa and the North Province of Habana. 

2. That the railroad which was constructed on said shore was con- 
structed in an unlawful manner, inasmuch as it was constructed fixed 
and permanent in character under the cover of a provisional author- 
ization of one year for the installation of a portable railway. 

3. That such railroad appears to have been constructed by Messrs. 
Victor Gonzales and Enrique Gomez, as was confessed and declared 
under oath before the judicial authority by Mr. Harrah himself. 

4. That the demolition was properly ordered, as is shown by the 
fact that it was thus recognized by the President of the Republic in 
deciding the appeal interposed by Mr. Gomez and by the courts of 

Foreign Office note of July 13, 1926, not printed. 

Liatter not printed. 
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justice in setting aside the contentious administrative appeal and con- 
firming the resolution appeal. 

As the facts relied upon by the Cuban Foreign Office to support its 
conclusions as to the identity, character, ownership and legal status 
of the railroad for the destruction of which Mr. Harrah is seeking 
compensation were so at variance with the facts as presented to the 
Department by Mr. Harrah and supported by seemingly competent 
evidence, the Department, after a very careful reconsideration of the 
whole matter, decided that it would be desirable to accjuaint Mr. 
Harrah’s legal representative with the contents of the Cuban note 
in order that an opportunity might be afforded the claimant to re- 
state his case in the light of the allegations of the Cuban Foreign 
Office. It may be observed in this connection that the Department felt 
that the reply of the Cuban Foreign Office to your presentation of 
the claim in accordance with the Department’s instruction of June 
12, 1926, did not constitute a very satisfactory disposition of the case, 
since the note of the Cuban Foreign Office itself raises a question as 
to whether there might not, as a matter of fact, have been a serious 
injustice done to Mr. Harrah through the confoimding of his rail- 
road, which was actually built in 1908, of a fixed and permanent char- 
acter, with an alleged portable railroad that was authorized to be 
constructed imder the provisional permit of 1910, but which would 
appear never to have been actually built. 

Mr. Harrah through his legal representative has submitted a mem- 
orandum dated March 29, 1927^® to the Department containing a 
re-statement of his case and has made categorical replies to the alle- 
gations of the Cuban Foreign Office. In the light of this re-statement 
of the case and the allegations of the Cuban Foreign Office with respect 
to the facts as set forth by the Foreign Office, it would seem that three 
issues of fact are raised, namely: (1) Was the railroad which was 
destroyed built upon the public domain; (2) if built upon the public 
domain was legal authorization secured for placing the structure 
thereon or was such structure subsequently legalized; and (3) has the 
claimant established his ownership in and to the railroad which was 
destroyed pursuant to the order of the Cuban Government in 1917. 
In the determination of these questions, it would seem desirable to 
ascertain whether the claimant had a valid right to occupy the public 
domain and whether the claimant was in point of fact the owner of 
the railroad. If these questions are susceptible of determination in 
the claimant’s favor, then it is difficult to escape the conclusion that an 
arbitrary disposition was made of his railroad which would entitle 
him to reimbursement for whatever losses he may have actually 
sustained. 


“Not printed. 
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The Department considers that the Cuban Foreign Ojfice stoiJjl 
be furnished with the text of the rejoinder of the claimant to the 
note of July 13, 1926, from the Foreign Office, since the essential 
points at issue both as to fact and law are apparently covered in the 
re-statement of the claimant’s case. You are therefore instructed to 
take this matter up again with the Foreign Office in the sense of the 
foregoing, handing to the Foreign Office at the same time a copy of 
the claimant’s memorandum above referred to, which is transmitted 
herewith in duplicate. You will state that unless the Foreign Office 
is able to show that the claimant’s contentions are inaccurate thfe 
Cuban Government must admit that there was a lack of due process 
of law in the destruction of the road, a taking of property without 
the payment of compensation and that both justice and equity would 
seem to demand that steps be promptly taken to bring about a settle- 
ment which will make it possible for the claimant to realize on his 
property thus destroyed. 

Please follow this matter closely and keep the Department promptly 
informed regarding developments. 

I am [etc.] Fraitk B. Eellogo 


437.11H23/21 

The Charge m Gvha to the Secretary of State 

No. 2128 Habaka, June 23, 1927. 

[Received June 28.] 

Snt: With reference to the Department’s instruction No. 943 of 
April 14, 1927, relative to the desire of Mr. Charles J. Harrah to 
obtain indemnification for losses growing out of the alleged illegal 
demolition of his railroad and appurtenances located iii the vicinity 
of Marianao, Cuba, and the consequent destruction of the business for 
which the railroad was built, I have the honor to enclose herewith 
copies and translations of a note received from the Cuban Foreign 
Office (No. 668 of June 22, 1927), in answer to this Embassy’s latest 
representations in the matter. 

Dr. Campa, the Cuban Undersecretary of State, conferred with 
me in connection with this case and brought to my attention the fact 
that the Foreign Office considers that it has already expressed its 
opinion in its lengthy note No. 615 of July 13, 1926, on the subject, 
as reported in this Embassy’s despatch No. 1528 of July 16, 1926. 

Dr. Campa stated that the brief of Wade & Beck, contained in the 
Department’s instruction under consideration, will be personally sub- 
mitted to President Machado in order that, should he so desire, an- 

" Not printed. 

“Neither printed. 
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other attorney may be delegated to study and report on the matter, 
should a new phase or point, not touched upon in the note of the 
Cuban Government, be found in the brief. Dr. Campa also stated 
that the Cuban Foreign Office does not care to have its own counsel 
study and report on this matter since it considers that because of 
the thorough study by the counsel of the Foreign Office it would not 
be fair to have him again reexamine the case. 

The Undersecretary of State called my attention to note No. 271 
of December 10, 1914, addressed by the American Minister in behalf 
of Harrah to the Foreign Office,^ in which it was clearly shown that 
what Harrah had was a concession for the extraction of sand for a 
limited period of time and that under such concession he made use 
of or constructed a narrow gauge railroad line over which he had 
no concession from the Eailroad Commission; also that Harrah and 
his attorneys are presenting the facts so as to make it appear that 
what the Failroad Commission granted in 1912 to one Gomez, later 
a partner with Harrah in the sand business, might be interpreted 
to be a railroad" concession belonging to Harrah, without proving 
this fact. 

According to Dr. Campa, from the records of the Railroad Com- 
mission the only railroad concession granted in the district under 
discussion was that to Gomez in 1912, which was declared lapsed 
and without effect by a subsequent resolution of the Commission, 
because of failure to comply and fulfill certain conditions of the 
concession. 

The Undersecretary of State pointed out very emphatically and 
clearly that the Cuban Government considered the brief of Wade & 
Beck very unjust and that it was chagrined because the Department 
of State thought fit to submit the said brief to the Cuban Govern- 
ment. 

I have [etc.] D. Lakiee WinsiiOW 


437.11H23/21 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Gvba {Winslow) 

No. 1036 Washington, August 5, 1927. 

Sir: The Department refers to your despatch No. 2128 of June 
23, 1927, and its enclosure, a note from the Cuban Foreign Office of 
June 22, 1927,^^ in relation to the claim of Charles J. Harrah against 
the Cuban Government growing out of the alleged illegal demolition 
of his railroad and appurtenances located in the vicinity of Mari- 
anao, Cuba, and the consequent destruction of the business for which 
the railroad was built. 

“Not printed. 

“ HndLosnre not i>rinted. 
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The Department does not consider it necessary to reply to the md 
statements made to you by Dr. Campa regarding this matter since 
presumably the Cuban Government would have advanced these 
arguments in its official communications had it placed any reliance 
on them. It may be stated, however, that the Department has re- 
ceived through Counsel for the claimant an affidavit by Dr. Albysius 
C. Gahan, dated July 9, 1927, to the effect that careful examinar 
tion of the volumes containing the annual reports of the Eailway 
Commission from June 1912 to the end of 1917, which reports pur- 
port to contain the minutes of the meetings of the Commission and 
the resolutions adopted by it, fails to reveal any record of a resolu- 
tion revoking, canceling, annulling or in any manner affecting the 
resolution of the Commission of June 25, 1912, by which HarraFs 
railroad was approved and legalized. A copy of this affidavit, to- 
gether with a copy of a letter dated July 23, 1927, from Counsel for 
the claimant, is enclosed for your information.®^* 

The Cuban Foreign Office in its note of June 22, 1927, alleges two 
reasons why, in its judgment, the claim is not entitled to considera- 
tion. The first consists of a statement that there exists in the files 
of the Foreign Office data which definitively evidences the lack of 
ground for the claim which Mr. Harrah has made; the second is to 
the effect that the railroad in question was a portable railroad for 
the transportation of sand and constructed under a provisional author- 
ity of the Cuban Treasury Department, and that the character of 
the road as a portable structure was proved in various lawsuits be- 
tween Mr. Harrah and persons who had entered complaints in the 
courts regarding the alleged illegality of Mr. Harrah’s acts in coimeo 
tion with the extraction of sand on the beaches of Marianao and 
Santa Ana. 

While this Government is, of course, not in a position to question 
the statement of the Foreign Office concerning the definitiveness 
of evidence contained in its files, it considers that, in view of the 
showing made by Counsel for Mr. Harrah in the memorandum 
enclosed with the Embassy’s note 'No, 948 of April 20, 1927, to the 
Foreign Office,®® it is entitled to specific information as to the nature 
of such evidence. 

If the Foreign Office has in mind the evidence set forth in its 
note of July 13, 1926, it should be remarked that that evidence as 
shown by the memorandum enclosed with the Embassy’s note of 
April 20, 1927, to the Foreign Office, does not establish the conten- 
tions of the Foreign Office. It is not perceived wherein the note, No. 

“‘^Neither printed. 

*• Neither printed; a copy of the memorandum, dated March 29, 1927, ww 
transmitted to the Ambassador in Cuba by the Department in its despatcn 
No. 943, AprU 14, 1927, p. 902. 
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271 of December lOj IQll:, from the American Minister to the Foreign 
Office, to which the latter has referred, supports in any way the con- 
tention of the Foreign Office, since it relates merely to a private liti- 
gation regarding the extraction of sand, and Mr. Harrah’s desire 
to obtain relief from gross injustices which were being perpetrated 
against him under cover of alleged rights of his opponents. 

As to the second point made by the Foreign Office, namely, that the 
road was a temporary structure as proved in various lawsuits between 
Harrah and others in the local courts, this Government is not in- 
formed of any court decision holding that the road was ^‘a port- 
able or temporary structure”. On the contrary, it appears that the 
Court of First Instance of the East of Habana in the case of Gharlea 
/. Harrah v. “Zac Antilland!^ Company and Mr. Enrigue Gomez^ 
in a decision rendered July 10, 1917, specifically found that the road 
was a fixed railway built as a permanent structure. The court 
stated: 

“Although the defendants have brought into the records of these 
proceedings, a permit granted by the Department of the Treasury to 
build a temporary, portable railway along the coast at the beaches 
of Marianao and Jaimanitas, it is no less certain that Mr. Harrah has 
proved that prior to said permit he had instituted in the Department 
of Public Works of the Government of the Province of Havana, a 
proceeding to enable him to construct on said coast a fixed railway 
as a permanent work; and that from the report appearing in Ihe 
record of the Chief Office of Public Works for the District of Havana, 
it appears that ths railway which the litigants are disputing in this 
suitj is a -fixed raihjoay ’built as a permanent structure, and that same 
is in process of being acted upon in the very proceeding which was 
brought by Mr. Harrah in the Provincial Government, the proceed- 
ing referred to being afterwards converted into a proceeding for the 
legalization and enlargement of the said structure; for which reason 
it is evident that the railway existing on the beaches of Marianao^ 
Jaimanitas and Santa Ana^ upon which the litigation tums^ is the 
fixed railway which the said Harrah built in accordance with the 
project which he presented in his name in the Provincial Govern- 
ment^ — something entirely different from the portable railway that was 
authorized by the Department of the Treasury P 

It will be observed that the stateinent of the Couit appears to have 
been based in part at least upon a report furnished at its request by 
the Office of Public Works through its Chief Engineer. That report 
reads in part as follows : 

“November 2, 1916. To the Judge of First Instance of the East of 
Havana : Dear Sir : I have the honor to reply to your communica- 
tion dated October 20, last, in which you request to be informed 
whether upon making due inspection on the ground to report upon 
the project presented by Charles J. Harrah on May 27, 1916, it was 
possible to determine whether the railway existing on the shore of the 
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beach of Marianao and Jaimanitas is a portable railway, or a narm 
gauge railway. I take pleasure in informing you with regard to ^ 
point that on making^ tTie inspection referred to, it was ^videntSf 
the railway in question was a fixed narrow gauge railway Tc^ 
respectfully.” 

In addition to the foregoing, the Foreign Office itself in its note 
to the Embassy dated July 13, 1926, admits that the road which was 
destroyed was “a fixed and permanent railroad”. 

The Department finds it impossible to reconcile these varions 
statements of Cuban authorities with the present contention of tlie 
Cuban Government that the road was of a temporary and portable 
character. The Department feels that the Cuban Government has 
not discussed the claim on its merits; that it has failed to give proper 
consideration to the arguments presented in the memorandum 
closed in the Embassy’s note of April 20, 1927; and that the issues 
which the Foreign Office now raises have already been adequately 
met by the claimant. 

On the record as now presented to this Government it must con- 
clude that the claimant has made out a prima facie case as to the 
following facts: 

1. That he constructed a permanent narrow gauge railroad 

in 1908. & fo 

2. That said railroad was duly legalized imder the laws of Cuba 
W the Cuban Railroad Commission in 1912. 

8. That said legalization was never canceled, revoked* or 
modified. 

4. That claimant was found by the competent Cuban Courts to 
have been the sole owner of said railroad from the time of its 
instruction to the time of its destruction by the Cuban 
Government. 

5. That said railroad was destroyed in 1917 by indi'^niduals pro- 
tected by the National soldiers acting under the orders of^the 
Cuban Government. 

TMs Govenmient considers that it is entitled to have this claim 
considered on its merits, which was not done in the recent note from 
the Foreign Office, and submits, that, if the Cuban Government is 
still disposed to insist that the claim is without merit, this Govern- 
ment is entitled to be furnished with substantial evidence to con- 
trovert the showing which has been made. If the Cuban Govern- 
ment is not in a position to furnish such evidence, there would seem 
to be no good reason why the claim should not be immediately ad- 
justed. You are instructed to deliver to the Secretary of State a 
further note in the sense of the foregoing and at the same time to 
stete orally to him that your Government feels that its representa- 
tions in this case have been treated entirely too lightly; that the 
case is one which requires frank discussion and an earnest effort on 
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the part of the two Governments to reach an understanding on the 
basis of the facts; that the Cuban Government having had ample 
season within which to bring forward any valid defense to the claim, 
and having failed to establish such a defense, it is the conclusion of 
your Government that justice requires that some immediate steps be 
taken to adjust the claim 

I am [etc.] Feank B. EjzjiiOQG 


437.11H23/27 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the ArnhaeBodor in Gvha {Judah) 

Washington, March 14, 1928— 4 p. m. 
57. Embassy despatch number 2232 August 22, 1927,2® Harrah claim. 
Inform Foreign Office that delay of seven months in replying to your 
Government’s representations is prejudicing Harrah’s other financial 
interests and that your Government desires to know whether the Cuban 
Government is in a position to make a prompt adjustment of the matter. 
Cable reply, 

EjBinLOQG 


437.11H23/3e 

The Secretary of State to the AmhcLSsador in OtAa {Judcdi) 

No, 216 Washington, August 16, 1928, 

Sir: The Department has received your despatch No. 176 of April 
12, 1928 and enclosures, among which was a copy of a note from the 
Cuban Foreign Office addressed to the American Embas^ under date 
of March 30, 1928,2® in regard to the claim of Mr. Charles J. Harrah. 

The Department has again carefully reviewed the record in this case 
and it is forced to the conclusion that the allegations of the claim- 
ant, which were set forth with particularity in the Department’s 
instruction No. 720 of June 12, 1926, to the Embassy, have not been 
satisfactorily disposed of by the answers of the Cuban Government and 
that the facts set forth in the Department’s instruction No. 1036 of 
August 5, 1927, as constituting a prima facie showing for the claimant, 
still remain imcontroverted. 

Upon the present record it appears to be affirmatively established: 

1. That the railroad which was destroyed was built by claimant in 
1908 ; that it was built as a permanent, narrow-gauge railroad, upon the 
public domain ; that it was legalized by the Railroad Commission in 
1912, and th at the Commission had sole jurisdiction over the railroad 

** The substance of this instruction was embodied in the Embass^^’s note No. 
1094, August 11, 1927, to the Cuban Foreign Office. 

*'‘Not printed. 

*® None printed. 
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and the determination of the manner of occupancy of the public 
by the railroad. ci 

2. That the railroad was operated by Harrah and his agents 
1908 to 1917, a period of nine years, when pursuant to a decree of ft© 
President of Cuba confirming a previous order of the Treasury 
partment for the destruction of a temporary, portable railroad Mi 
to have been constructed subsequent to the construction of claimaiit^s 
railroad under authorization of a temporary permit granted to par- 
ties other than the claimant, claimant’s railroad was destroyed by tb© 
use of forcible means and with the aid and assistance of the national 
soldiers of Cuba acting in pursuance of the Presidential decree and 
the order of the Treasury Department. At the time the road 
destroyed it was being operated under the judicial administrator ap- 
pointed by the Court of First Instance of the East of Habana and 
destroyed over the protests of the presiding judge of the Cburt. 

3. That the railroad was built by claimant with his own money la 
1908 and his title to the property was definitely and finally adjudi- 
cated by the courts of the Republic of Cuba in 1917, the Court of 
First Instance of the East of Habana also declaring that the railroad 
in litigation was not to be confounded with any temporary portable 
railroad such as was alleged to be the object of the order of demoE- 
tion of the Treasury Department. 

4. That claimant took all proper steps to obtain redress in the 
Cuban courts against the individual, one Carlos Manuel de la Crui?, 
who was actively engaged and had a personal interest in promoting 
the destruction of the railroad, but without avail, due to the iinmimilf 
with which such individual was clothed by reason of his official char- 
acter, The facts are that a criminal action based on a violation of 
the railroad law was brought in the Court of Instruction against 
Carlos Manuel de la Cruz, who represented the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the execution of the order of demolition, but the Court 
refused to proceed with the indictment of de la Cruz and thereupon 
an appeal was perfected to the Audiencia. The prosecuting attorney 
who investigated the matter found that de la Cruz had in fact violated 
the railroad law by directing the destruction of the property in ques- 
tion, but directed the Court’s attention to the fact that before he could 
be prosecuted it would be necessary to procure the consent of the 
Cuban Congress, The case was accordingly certified by the Audiencia 
to the Supreme Tribunal which in turn certified the facts to the Cuban 
Congress with the request that permission be given to prosecute 
de la Cruz. An investigation was made by a Committee on ‘Acts, 
Incompatibility, Incapacity and Authorization for Prosecution,” 
which recommended that the request of the Supreme Tribunal be 
denied on the ground that Carlos Manuel de la Cruz was a member 
of Congress. The Cuban House of Representatives thereupon refused 
to give the Court permission to prosecute de la Cruz and on March 
24, 1919j so informed the Supreme Tribunal, which advised the 
Audiencia and the Court of Instruction of that fact, and the petition 
filed against de la Cruz was accordingly dismissed. 

Referring to the statement of the Cuban Foreign Office that Mr. 
Harrah has a remedy in the local courts, to which he should address 
himself, it is the view of the Department that this is a case which 
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does not fall within the rule requiring the exhaustion of local reme- 
dies before recourse to diplomatic interposition can be availed of, since 
the pertinent issues of law have become proper subject-matter for 
inquiry under accepted principles of international law and the perti- 
nent issues of fact in the case, nothwithstanding the mass of collateral 
issues that have been brought into the record subsequent to the first 
presentation of the claim to the Cuban Government, remain the same 
and have already to a large extent been determined in the claimant’s 
favor in the Cuban courts. According to the allegations of the Cuban 
Government the order of demolition was based upon and carried out 
solely on the groimds that the railroad was subject to the demolition 
order because it was built by the persons who obtained a temporary 
concession; that the concession lapsed after two renewals; that the 
railroad was a temporary, portable structure built on private property 
by the same persons who procured the temporary concession ; that it 
was constructed subsequent to 1910, and that it was never legalized 
by the Eailroad Commission ; Whereas, it was foimd by the Cuban 
Courts in 1917, that the railroad which was sought to be made the 
object of demolition under the order of the Treasury and the Presi- 
dential Decree was built by a person who had no connection with the 
temporary concession. While the question as to the situs of the 
railroad was not an element of the case, before the courts, it may be 
observed that the Cuban Secretary of the Treasury later admitted 
that the railroad which was destroyed was located on the public 
domain. That official in a letter addressed to Mr. John Beck, counsel 
for the claimant under date of July 22, 1926, stated : 

“even if the railway were destroyed by its agents there would be no 
basis for a claim against the State, as it is not necessary to apply to 
the courts to conserve and defend the public domain which the mari- 
time terrestrial zone, whereon the Jaimanitas Railway was situated, 
undoubtedly is.” 

Moreover, it is established by the records of the Railroad Commission 
that the railroad was approved (legalized) by the Commission in 
1912, and that there were filed with the Commission maps showing 
the location of the road as on the public domain. 

The Secretary of Public Works, the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of Agriculture, Commerce and Labor constituted 
the Railroad Commission. There is also in the records, a specific 
report of the Commission’s inspector, which set forth that the matter 
before the Commission in 1912 simply concerned the legalization of 
the road, since the official inspection showed that the road was already 
built and in operation. 

The American Government has endeavored to present and discuss 
the claim on its merits and to set forth the facts with respect to the 
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construction, operation and demolition of the railroad as such f acife 
are disclosed by the statements of claimant and supported by official 
records of the Cuban Government, but thus far the Cuban Govern- 
ment has failed, not only to present convincing evidence to overconte 
or explain away the statement of facts thus presented and supportei, 
but has brought into the record issues which seem to be irrelevant 
and which tend to confuse rather than clarify the basic issues in the 
case. These issues are as follows: (1) the identity of the railroad 
demolished under the Treasury Order, (2) the observance of due 
process of law in carrying out the destruction, (3) the justice of de- 
priving the claimant of his property without just compensation. 
The irregularity and injustice of authorizing the claimant’s adversary 
to destroy the railroad on the ground of assertion of adverse owner- 
ship of the land without requiring such adversary to assert and 
sustain his title and rights in a court of law, and the usurpatioii by 
executive fiat of the jurisdiction of the court under whose orders 
the road was at the time being operated by a judicial administrator, 
should at once be apparent to the Cuban Government. 

, As to the present contention of the Cuban Government that the 
matter is one which should be presented to the Cuban courts for de- 
cision, it would seem only necessary to observe that since in connection 
with the destruction of the road the Cuban authorities wholly ignored 
the requests of the Court, that the Order of Demolition be not carried 
out, the Cuban Government is now estopped to assert that the matter 
is one for judicial determination. Furthermore, the question as to 
the possibility of a remedy in the Cuban courts was considered by 
the claimant before redress was sought through diplomatic channels. 
At that time the claimant consulted an eminent Cuban attorney who, 
in an opinion given in 1924, stated : 

‘Tf claim of indemnity for losses and damages is brought against 
the State, before the ordinary Courts, the State would be absolved 
in the end, based on the fact that the Government had acted as a 
political entity and its acts are not open to contention in an ordinary 
suit. 

• • • • • • • 

‘‘From a juridical point of view Harrah faces a wall that has no 
entrance. Cuban laws give him no loop-hole through which to attain 
redress for his wrongs and only diplomatic action, based on the respon- 
sibility of the Government, would result successfully.” 

The facts of the case seem to be so clear and are so well within the 
knowledge of, or readily ascertainable by, the Cuban authorities, that it 
is difficult for the Government of the United States to understand why 
in the circumstances the Cuban Government should not readily recog- 
nize that the claimant has suffered an injustice through the summary 
and apparently irregular action taken with respect to his property and 
take steps to repair the damage which has been done to him. It is not 
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perceived why difficulty should be experienced by the Cuban authori- 
ties in arriving at an equitable adjustment of the claim which would 
relieve the two Governments of what promises to be a source of con- 
tinued annoyance. As the matter now stands it is apparent that the 
two Governments are so far apart in their respective positions as to 
the fundamental elements of the case that no appreciable progress 
toward a clarification of the facts seems possible through a further 
exchange of communications. The Government of the United States 
would, therefore, urge that the matter is one properly to be submitted 
to an arbitral tribunal for decision in accordance with the principles 
of international law, justice and equity. Such a tribunal i^ould, in the 
opinion of this Government, be composed of three Commissioners of 
outstanding ability and integrity, one selected by the Government of 
Cuba, one by the Government of the United States, and the third, who 
should be a national of neither country, by agreement between the two 
Governments. This procedure would seem to be the most practical 
course, unless the Cuban Government would be willing to designate 
someone to negotiate directly with counsel for the claimant as to the 
amount to be paid as a compromise settlement. 

You are requested to take the matter up with the Cuban Government 
•along the lines indicated above and to impress upon that Government 
the strong desire of the Government of the United States to see this 
case brought to an early and satisfactory conclusion, and its feeling 
that the procedure which has been suggested will readily appeal to the 
sense of fairness of the Cuban Government. 

As to the arbitral tribunal, you may state orally that, while your 
Government has not, of course, considered the personnel of a tribunal, 
you have in mind as the national Commissioners such men as Dr. Bus- 
tamante and Mr. Hughes, and as the presiding Commissioner a man 
of the standing of Dr. Maurtua of Peru, or Dr. Pemandez of Brazil. 
It is, of course, not known whether any one of these gentlemen would 

be willing to serve. ^ ^ 

For your information and possible use in connection with this m- 
struction, the Department is enclosing a copy of a letter of May 3, 1928, 
from counsel for the claimant.®’^ 

I am [etc.] Fraot B. Eecxogo 

48T.HH28/S9 

jTAfi A-tnihaMtodoT in Oviba (jJuclcth) to tJio Secrotctry of Stc^ 

No. 660 Habana, January 11, 1929. 

[Eeoeived January 14.] 

Sxk: Eeferring to the matter of the Harrah claim, I ^ve the 
honor to state that I aslrod President Machado, through an informal 


printed. 
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note dated January 3, 1929, to give me his answer on the question W 
arbitration. This morning the Secretary of State asked me to call 
upon him and stated to me that President Machado had requested Hki 
to advise me that President Machado was not yet ready to ^ve lue 
an answer, saying that the President had decided to submit the 
question as to whether or not the matter was one which could pro|^ 
erly be arbitrated, to a Committee of three of the leading lawyers 
here, viz,, Doctor Antonio Sanchez Bustamante, Doctor Enriqi^ 
Herndndez Cartaya, and Doctor Octavio AverhojSf for their opiuioi. 
I asked when we might reasonably expect these gentlemen to h.Bm 
completed their study of the matter and be ready with their opinion, 
and he stated that the matter would be immediately referred to thm 
and suggested that their opinion should be ready within a month. 

These three men are lawyers of excellent reputation here for abil- 
ity and integrity. You will remember that^ in our note to the For- 
eign OflBlce, we suggested the name of Doctor Bustamante as Arbi^ 
trator for Cuba. 

Meanwhile, I suggest that, if Mr. Hackworth^® has finished the 
draft form for the proposed arbitration agreement in this matter, he 
forward the same to me and I will submit it to President Machado 
with the suggestion that it be studied by the same Committee so as 
to save time in case the Committee advise an arbitration. 

I have [etc.] Noble Brandon Jtjdah 


437.11H23/42 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Cuba {Judah) 

N’o. 315 Washington, February 13, 1929. 

Sir: The Department refers to your despatch No. 650 of January 
11, 1929, in which you stated that the matter of the Harrah claim 
had been submitted by President Machado to a committee of lawyers 
for the purpose of determining whether or not it can be appropri- 
ately submitted to arbitration and that the early decision of the 
committee was expected. You suggest that in the meantime the 
Department should transmit to you a draft of the proposed agree- 
ment in order that it may be studied by the committee in connec- 
tion with its examination of the question submitted to it by Presi- 
dent Machado. 

There is transmitted herewith for your information a draft of an 
arbitral agreement between the United States and Cuba,*® in which 
it is proposed to refer the case of the claim of Charles J. Harrah to 
an arbitrator for the purpose of ascertaining the liability of the 

Green H. Hackworth, Solicitor of the Department of State. 

*® Not printed. 
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Cuban Government in the premises and the amount of damages that 
should be awarded to Mr. Harrah. The Department has no objec- 
tion to your furnishing President Machado with a copy of the pro- 
posed agreement. The Department, of course, is interested in learn- 
ing that President Machado has sought the advice of the three 
lawyers mentioned, but obviously the United States can not be bound 
by the report of such committee. 

The Department is convinced that this is a proper matter for 
arbitration and if arbitration is declined it must insist that upon 
the record as it now stands, the liability of the Cuban Government 
has been established and the amoimt of damages sustained is the 
only question which should be considered. The negotiations re- 
garding this claim have been long drawn out. The proposal of 
arbitration was submitted by you to the Cuban Government in the 
month of August, last. In view of the length of time which has 
elapsed since such submission and the delays of the Cuban Govern- 
ment prior thereto, you are requested to say to President Machado 
that you are instructed to insist upon an early decision in the matter 
and that it is difficult for your Government to understand why there 
should be so much delay in replying to its proposal for the arbitration 
of a case justiciable in character and which, unless the Cuban Gov- 
ernment is willing to effect a settlement otherwise, it must be ad- 
mitted is one properly to be submitted to an arbitral tribunal. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Keulogg 


4S7.11H23/43 . ri 

The Charge in Cuba (Cvrtis) to the Secretary of State 

•pfn Habana, February 21, 1929. 

[Received February 25.] 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Instruc- 
tion No. 315 of February 13, 1929, file No. 437.11H23/39[/.^, 
transmitting a draft of an arbitral agreement between the United 
States and Cuba in the matter of the claim of Charles J. Harrah. 

When fhig instruction was received the Ambassador had an ap- 
pointment to see President Machado on February 18 and it seemed 
advisable to discuss the matter orally with him before furnishing 
hiTYi with a copy of this proposed agreement. The interview was 
postponed two* days and President Machado then stated that he 
would give an answer regarding arbitration in about a fortnight. 
Accordingly, no further action will be taken for the present. 

The Ambassador desires me to say that he will call at the Depart- 
ment of State in Washington on February 23 or 25 and will endeavor 
to discuss this matter orally with the proper official. 

I have [etc.] 


C. B. Gurus 
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487.UH28/48 

The Amhassador in Cuba {Judah) to the Secretary of State 

No. 626 Habakta, April 4, 192&. 

[Eeceived April 8,] 

Snt: Beferring to our previous correspondence in regard to the 
claim ol Charles J. Harrah, I have the honor to say that I called 
upon the Secretary of State this morning to ask to have the report 
of the Lawyers Commission expedited. The Secretary informed me 
that Doctor Mendoza and Doctor Bustamante had already made tTiaj f 
report; that the exyediente was at the moment in the hands of Doc- 
tor Hemdndez Cartaya, and, that when he finished with it, it would 
be sent to Doctor Averhoff, the Dean of the University of Habana. 
The Secretary of State instructed one of his assigtaTitB to call up 
Doctor Cartaya and ask him to finish his report as soon as possible. 

I have requested both President Machado and the Secretary of 
State to expedite the matter so that, if there is to be an arbitration^ 
the arbitration agreement may be closed before I retire as Ambassador; 

I have [etc.] Nobub Bbandon Jtjd^ 

487.11H23/62 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the AmJ)aesador in Cuba {Judah) 

Washington, April 18, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

36. Your despatch 626, April 4, 1929, regarding Harrah flaiTn 
This matter has now been the subject of discussion between the two 
Governments over a period of approximately four years. There ap- 
pears to be hopeless disagreement on the essential facts of the case 
as well as on the principles of law involved. It is not perceived that 
any useful purposes will be served by awaiting a completion of the 
study of the case by the several lawyers referred to in your despatch 
since if they should by chance hold that the matter is not arbitral 
their decision would in no way alter the views of this Government 
that the questions are justiciable in character and should be submitted 
to arbitration unless the Cuban Government is prepared to make 
settlement without such procedure. 

You are instructed to take up the matter with the Foreign OflSce 
and President Machado in the sense of the foregoing and to state 
that this Government is imder the necessity of insisting that the 
claim be submitted to arbitration without further delay. 


Stiuson 



CUBA 


917 


437:i1H23/6» 

TTie A^TTihassador in Cuba (JudaTi) to the Secretary of State 

No. 655 Habaka, May 7, 1929. 

[Eeceived May 11.] 

Sir: Kef erring to my telegram No. 30, May 6 , 11 a. m.,«® and to 
previous correspondence in connection with the claim of CJharles J. 
Harrah, I have the honor to state that President Machado advised 
me on Sunday that the Cuban Govenmient would agree to arbitrate 
this claim. He asked me to take up with the Secretary of State the 
form and details of the arbitration arrangements. 

This morning I discussed the matter with the Secretary of State 
who told me that, within a day or two, he would send me his sugges- 
tions in connection with the form of arbitration agreement which I 
submitted to him under your instruction on March 11, 1929. 

In our conversation, however, he told me that he favored the appoint- 
ment of two arbitrators, one American and one Cuban, with the 
proviso that a third arbitrator be agreed upon by them, or by the two 
Governments, in case the two arbitrators could not agree upon a 
decision. I will advise you as soon as I have heard further from the 
Secretary of State. 

I have [etc.] Noklb Bbandok Jxjdam 


437.11H23/57 : Telegram. 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Gvha {JudaK) 

Washington, May 24, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

54. Your despatch No. 655, May 7, 1929, regarding Harrah claim. 
Since the statement of the Cuban Secretary of State to you on May 
7, that his suggestions regarding the form of the arbitral agreement 
would be sent to you within a day or two, Department does not un- 
derstand why they have not been forthcoming. The proposed agree- 
ment has been before the foreign office since March 11. Department 
had expected that once arbitration was agreed upon the setting up of 
the arbitral machinery would be expedited. The financial distress 
experienced by the claimant as a result of the destruction of his 
property is being accentuated by the continued delay in affording 
him a remedy. 

Please take up matted at once with foreign office in the sense of the 
foregoing and insist that it be given prompt attention. 

&nM80N 


®®Not printed. 


323423 — 43 — voi. n - ■■ ■ 0 7 
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487.11H28/ei 

The Ambocssador in Cuba {Jvdah) to the Secretary of State 

No. 687 Habana, May 31, ia 29 . 

[Received Jane 3.] 

Sm: Referring to my despatch. No. 655 of May 7, 1929, and prwious 
correspondence concerning the claim of Charles J. Harrah, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith a copy and translation of a note which 
I have just received from the Cuban Secretary of State.^® 

This note is the first written statement made by the Cuban Govern- 
ment of its willingness to arbitrate this claim. Although I had un- 
derstood from my various conversations with the Secretary of State 
that the note would contain whatever counter suggestions Cuba wished 
to make as to the draft of an Arbitration Agreement which was sent 
to the Embassy with the Department’s instruction No. 315 of February 
13, 1929, file No. 437.11 H 23/39 [/4^], nevertheless this note contains 
no reference to the draft but suggests that there be two arbitrators, 
one Cuban and one American. I am, accordingly, acknowledging 
receipt of this note and inquiring whether all of the other stipulations 
contained in the Department’s draft are satisfactory to the Cuban 
Government. 

I have [etc.] Noble Bkandon Judah 


43T.llH23/e3 

The Charge in Cviba {Ovrtis) to the Secretary of State 

No. 716 Habana, June 13, 1929. 

[Received June 17.] 

Sns: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s telegi’am No. 60 of June 12, 5 PM., 1929,“ asking when the 
reply of the Cuban Department of State may be expected with regard 
to the acceptability of the stipulations contained in the Department’s 
draft of agreement for the arbitration of the claim of Mr. Charles J. 
Harrah. 

I regret to have to inform you that I have been unable to obtain 
any definite date. The Embassy has kept this matter constantly be- 
fore the attention of the Cuban Department of State and received 
yesterday from the sub-Secretary of State an assurance that he would 
immediately give the matter his personal attention and send me a 
formal statement at the earliest possible moment. I shall continue 
to press this matter upon him at very short intervals. 

I have [etc.] C. B. Curtis 


” Not printed. 
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437.11H23/71 

Th& Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Cuba {Cvr^') 

No. 412 Washington, July 6, 1929. 

Sir : The Department has received your despatch No. 716 of June 13, 
1929, in further relation to the arbitration of the claim of Mr. Charles 
J. Harrah against Cuba, and notes your statements as to the attitude 
of the Cuban Foreign Office with respect to expediting the matter. 

The Department is unable to understand why there should be any 
extended delay in deciding as to the form of agreement that diould 
be adopted as the basis of the arbitration. The President of Cuba 
has agreed to arbitrate the claim and the Cuban arbitrator has been 
designated. Inasmuch as this has been done without indicating any 
objection to the form of agreement submitted several months ago by 
the American Government, the Department considers that it is war- 
ranted in assuming that the form submitted is acceptable to the Cuban 
Foreign Office and that when appropriate changes have been made to 
meet the desire of the Cuban Government that the matter shall be 
by two arbitrators, with provisions for calling in a third 
one, if necessary, the Cuban Foreign Office will be prepared to sign 
the agreement. 

Upon the informal suggestion of the Cuban Ambassador, Senor 
Ferrara, in a conference with Assistant Secretary White and the So- 
licitor, Mr. Hackworth, on July 1, the provisions relating to the selec- 
tion of a third Arbitrator have been framed so as to conform as 
nearly as possible to the like provisions in Article 3 of the General 
Treaty of Inter- American Arbitration, signed at Washington on Jan- 
uary 5, 1929.®* 

The Department requests that you take the matter up with the Cuban 
Foreign Office immediately in the sense of the foregoing and that you 
at the gamA time present to the Foreign Office the enclosed revised 
draft of agreement.®* You should state that your Government would 
be gratified if the instrument could be promptly executed, so that the 
actual arbitral proceedings could be begun at once. You may siate 
that you are authorized to sign the agreement on behalf of the United 

^ Please keep the Department promptly informed regarding develop- 
ments. 

I am [etc.] 


“Vol. I, p. 659. 
“ Not printed. 


J. P. Cotton 
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437.11H28/86 

MeTTiorandmri J>y Mr. Jacob Metzger^ Assistant to the Solicitor 

[Washington,] August 21, 19 ^; 

Mr. Cotton: The Cuban Government has agreed to arbitrate the 
Harrah claim growing out of the destruction of a railroad belon^ng 
to Harrah. 

On July 6, 1929, the Department sent to the Embassy at Habaaa 
a draft of an agreement referring the claim to arbitration. The 
Cuban Government has submitted a counterdraft which, with the 
exception of the points mentioned in the attached telegram,®® is ac- 
ceptable to the claimant’s attorney and should, it is believed, with 
those exceptions be acceptable to the Department. 

The Cuban draft seeks to have the arbitrators decide whether the 
railroad was lawfully constructed rather than whether the property 
was lawfully or unlawfully destroyed. The distinction between tte 
issue as to the construction of the railroad and the destruction of 
the property is important in this case, because it seems that there 
is a dispute as to whether the building of the road was authorized 
in accordance with Cuban law. The claimants contend that what- 
ever defect there might have been in their authorization at the time 
the railroad was constructed that defect was cured by later action 
on the part of the competent Cuban authorities. The form in which 
the question to be determined by the arbitrators is defined in the 
Cuban draft would not permit them to pass on the validity of the 
existence of the road at the time it was destroyed or on the rights 
of the claimants at that time. The question should, of course, be 
so framed as to admit of an adjudication of the effect of the curative 
action of the Cuban authorities taken after the road was built. The 
change in the Cuban draft proposed in the attached telegram is cal- 
culated to render it permissible for the arbitrators to consider the 
status of the railroad and the rights of the claimant at the time the 
property was destroyed. 

No explanation is deemed necessary in regard to the change of 
Article 8 of the Cuban draft proposed in the draft telegram.®^ 

J[acob] a. M[etzger] 

Not printed. 

** Telegram dated August 29, from the Department to the Ambassador in Cuba 
(not printed). 

•'The proposed change provided that if the award were not paid within 60 
days from the date of rendition, it should bear interest at the rate of 6 percent 
per annum from the date of rendition to the date of payment This was modi- 
fied in the final form, p. 921. 
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437.11H23/94 : Telegram 

TM Charge in Otiba {Beed) to the Secretary of Staie 

Habait A) October 1, 1929 — 6 p. jn. 

[Seceived 6 : 45 p. m.3 

105. My telegram No. 102, September 28, noon.*® Harrah arbi- 
tration. Protocol signed tbis afternoon. Sball forward it by pouch 
leaving tomorrow. 

437.11H23/96 

Agreement Between the United States of Arwerica <md Signed 

at Habana^ October i, 19S9 

Wbcereas, the citizen of the United States of America, Charles J. 
Harrah, has claimed through the diplomatic representatives of his 
country in Cuba an indemnity for damages *which he says were 
caused by the destruction of a narrow gauge railroad located on the 
beaches of Marianao, Jaimanitas and Santa Ana or Santa Fe in the 
Province of Habana. 

Wedereas, since that date there has been extensive diplonaatic corre- 
spondence between both Governments concerning the allegations made 
by Harrah without any agreement having been reached up to the * 
present time. 

WmstBAS, the Governments of the United States of America and 
Cuba have repeatedly expressed in Conferences and other Interna- 
tional Acts their mention to resort to arbitration as a means of 
settling their differences. 

Now, Tsebefobe: The two Governments, that of the United States 
of Am erica and that of the Republic of Cuba, the former represented 
by Mr. Edward E. Reed, its Charge d’ Affaires ad interim at Habana, 
and the latter by Dr. Francisco Ma. Femdndez, Acting Secretary of 
State, have agreed as follows: 

I. — ^The claim of the citizen of the United States of America, 
Charles J. Harrah, shall be submitted in conformity with the condi- 
tions hereinafter set forth, to two arbitrators, one a national of the 
United States of Aonerica and the other a national of the Republic 
of Cuba. These arbitrators shall be designated respectively by the 
Governments of the United States of America and of Cuba. 

II. — ^The decision of the arbitrators shall cover the four following 
points : 

•* Not printed. ^ ^ 

“In English and Spanish; Spanish text not printed. Original texts trans- 
mitted to the Department by the Charge in Cuba in his despatch No. 839, October 
1, 1929; received October 6. 
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A. — Did th.6 competent authorities of the Cuban Governm^ m 
prove a permanent narrow gauge railroad between the beaches of 
Marianao, Jaimanitas and Santa Ana or Santa Fe? 

B. — Was the railroad hereinbefore described lawfully or unlaw- 
fully destroyed? 

C. — Has Charles J. Harrah the right to make claim as its owik’l 

D. — ^In the affirmative case, what indemnification should Harrah 
receive as reparation for the damages done him? 

III. — ^The two arbitrators will begin their sessions in the City of 
Habana or such other place as may be agreed upon by them within 
thirty days after the signing of this agreement, and they shall con- 
tinue in session until the final determination of the case. 

IV. — ^The procedure to be followed by the arbitrators shall be fixed 
by themselves in so far as it does not violate the following rules: 

A. — ^Each Government shall designate counsel to represent it be- 
fore the arbitrators and to present to the Court orally and in writing 
all the arguments and proofs which they may consider desirable in the 
interests of the parties. 

B. — ^The counsel of the United States of America shall present 
within ten days from the first meeting of the Tribunal, a statement 
of the claim with supporting evidence. 

^ C. — ^The counsel of the Cuban Government shall present his answer 

to the plea within thirty days following the presentation of the 
statement of the counsel of the United States of America. 

D. — ^All proceedings shall be in the English and the Spanish 
languages. 

V. — ^The decision of the arbitrators shall be given within four 
months from the date of the first meeting of the Tribunal, exception 
made of inevitable delays, but in no event later than thirty days 
following the final arguments. 

VT. — ^In the event that the two arbitrators do not agree upon the 
final decision to be given in the case nor upon the selection of a third 
arbitrator who shall decide the disagreement, the two Governments 
shall choose the third arbitrator in accordance with the procedure 
stipulated in Article III of the General Treaty of Inter-American 
Arbitration of J anuary 5, 1929. 

VII. — ^In this case, the third arbitrator designated by the arbitra- 
tors previously named or by the procedure provided in the previous 
article shall examine the evidence produced in support of and 
against the claim, shall hear coxmsel of both sides and shall render 
the decision. 

VIII. — ^The decision of the arbitrators or that of the umpire, as 
the case may be, shall be accepted as final, conclusive and unappeal- 
able by both Governments. If the said final decision be in favor of 
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the claimant, the amount of the indemnity will be paid by the Gov- 
ernment of Cuba to the Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica, within sixty days from the date of its rendition. However, if 
for reasons of a hscal nature it caimot be paid within that period, 
the amount of the indemnity shall bear interest at the rate of six 
per cent per annum from the date on which payment should have 
been made. 

IX. — Each Government shall pay its own expenses, including com- 
pensation of its own arbitrator and counsel. The salaries and other 
expenses which may be incurred through the designation of a third 
arbitrator shall be borne exclusively by that party whose allegations 
may have been rejected in the final award. 

Done in duplicate in the English and Spanish languages, at Habana, 
the first day of October, nineteen hundred and twenty nine. 

Edwabd D. Eeed, 
CTiargi d? Affaires ad interim 
of the United States of America 
F. M. Fernanuez, 
Acting Secretary of State 


437.11H23/lie ; Telegram 

The American Arbitrator {Howe) to the Secretary of State 

Habana [, undated.] 
[Received December 3, 1929 — 6:10 p. m.] 
The tribunal provided by agreement between the United States and 
Cuba signed October 1, 1929, to arbitrate the Harrah case began its 
sessions December 2. 

Walter B. Howe 


[With respect to the final disposition of the claim of Charles J. 
Harrah against the Republic of Cuba, a memorandum dated October 
23, 1936 (437.11 H. 23/311), by the office of the Legal Adviser of the 
Department of State reads in part as follows : 

^^The arbitrators appointed by the two Governments apparently 
reached a decision on May 27, 1930, that the Government was liable, 
but the amount of liability was not fixed. Thereupon the Cuban 
Government offered in settlement $350,000. This amount was ac- 
cepted by the Government of the United States and a check therefor 
was handed to the Ambassador at Habana and forwarded to the De- 
partment on July 5, 1930. The money so received from Cuba was 
placed in the Treasury of the United States and is, as circumstances 
warrant, being paid to the claimant. It is recommended, therefore, 
that the case be marked closed.” 

In accordance with this recommendation, the Legal Adviser closed 
the case.] 
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ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND DENMARK ?0R 
RECIPROCAL TREATMENT OF PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES 

811.512S9 Motor VeblcIesA 

TTta Damsh Mimster {Ertm) to the Acting Secretary of State 

No. 125 Bar Habbob, Maine, September 4, 1S5& 

Sir: I am directed to inform you, that the Danish Governmett^ 
on condition of reciprocity, is prepared to grant freedom from tt^Xj. 
ation for a period of 3 months to foreign automobiles built for tibg 
transportation of passengers not to exceed 7 in number including tb 
driver, and belonging in the country in question and registered as 
the property of persons residing there. 

In these circumstances I would be greatly obliged to you for beii^ 
so good as to let me know, what formalities and conditions must 
be complied with in order that motor vehicles registered in Denmark 
may be exempted from taxation in the United States, therein in- 
cluded duties and taxes of all kinds. 

I have [etc .3 C. Bruk 

815.1259 Motor Veliicles/2 

The Secretary of State to the Danish Minister {Brv/n) 

Washington, October 27, 1928. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
September 4, 1928, in which you were good enough to inform me that 
your Government, on the basis of reciprocity, is prepared to grant 
freedom Jfrom taxation for a period of three months to foreign auto- 
mobiles built for transportation of passengers not to exceed seven in 
number, including the driver, and belonging in the country in ques- 
tion and registered as the property of persons residing there. 

In reply I have the honor to inform you that the Federal Gtovem- 
ment imposes no taxes on automobiles in the United States. The 
taxation of owners of automobiles and the exaction of fees for the 
registration of automobiles is a matter for determination by the sev- 
eral States. The Department has been informally advised that an 
investigation of the motor vehicle laws of the forty-eight States of 
the United States discloses the fact that all of them grant reciprodty 
to foreign visitors. 

924 
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This reciprocity is granted in respect both to the license plate and 
the driving license, provided, of course, that the same reciprocity is 
extended by foreign countries to residents of States that are now 
granting this courtesy. With regard to the taxation of owners of 
automobiles which is usually distinct from the payment of a registra- 
tion fee, it may be stated that it is the Department’s understanding 
that as a general rule such taxes are only imposed upon persons who 
are found to be legal residents of a certain State. Such taxes, it is 
believed, would not be exacted from persons who are merely touring 
through the several States of the Union, the class of persons to whom, 
presumably, reference is made in your note under acknowledgment. 

In this connection the following information regarding the freedom 
from customs duties granted on a reciprocal basis to motorcycles 
and automobiles brought into the United States by nonresidents for 
a period of not more than six months, quoted from a letter from the 
Treasury Department, would appear pertinent to your inquiry : 

‘‘The regu lations governing such importations are contained in 
Chapter YXII, Customs Regulations of 1923, Articles 406-413. Arti- 
cle 407 provides that entry shall be made on Customs Form 7501, 
and that bond shall be given on Customs Form 7563 (with surety) in 
a penal sum equal to double the estimated duties. In lieu of such 
bond, the importer may deposit a cash amount equal to the estimated 
duties, which is treated as a cash bond. The entry will be liquidated 
free of duty, and the bond canceled or the amount deposited returned 
if the vehicle in question is exported within the six months period 
prescribed by Section 308 and provided that exportation is made in 
the manner required by Article 412 of the regulations. When not 
so exported, the vehicles are treated in the same manner as similar 
articles imported for sale and consumption, and assessed for duty on 
their value at the time of importation. The six months period pre- 
scribed for exportation cannot be extended.” 

I have the honor to express the hope that in the light of the fore- 
going information the competent Danish authorities will be prepared 
to grant reciprocal treatment to American citizens desiring to drive 
automobiles in Denmark. 

Accept [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

W. E. CASTIiB, Jk. 


811.6129 Motor V^cles/8 

The Danish MinisteT {Dtuu) to the Secretary of Stcute 

No. 14 Washington, February 2, 1929. 

Sm : Referring again to your reply-letter of October 27, 1928, in re- 
gard to taxation in this coimtry of automobiles and exemption from 
such taxation of the automobiles of foreign visitors, I have the honor 
to state as follows : 
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In the last paragraph of your aforesaid letter you express^ 
hope, that the competent Danish authorities, in the light of the 
mation placed at their disposal, would be prepared to grant reciproe^ 
treatment to American citizens desiring to drive automobiles ^ 
Denmark. ' ' 

In this connection I am directed by the Danish Minister of Forei^ 
Affairs to transmit to you the four copies here enclosed of a Eegulatipii 
issued on this subject on January 18, 1929 by the Danish Ministry 
of Public Works. It will be seen that this Regulation, in view of thp 
authorization contained in § 7 No. 1 of the Act No. 143 of July 
1927 on taxation of automobiles, etc., exempts from the tax prescribed 
in the said paragraph, for a period not exceeding 3 months, (visiting) 
automobiles for transportation of persons, built to seat not more than 
seven persons including the chauffeur, which belong in the United 
States and are registered in the United States as the property of 
persons residing in the United States. 

A copy of § 7 No. 1 of the said Act is herewith enclosed. 

I have [etc.] Q. Brto 

[Elnclosure 1 — ^Translation'll 

Journal N. 371 
Circular No. B. 

Pursuant to the authority given to the Minister of Public Works in 
section 7, paragraph 1, in act No. 143 of July 1, 1927, relative to tax 
on motor vehicles, etc., the Ministry, after consultation with the 
Ministry of Finance, hereby waives the tax, in accordance with the 
said paragraph, on such passenger automobiles belonging in the 
United States as are designed to carry not more than 7 persons includ- 
ing the chauffeur, and are registered in the country in question as 
belonging to persons domiciled in that country. 

Exemption from taxation is valid only for a period of 3 months, 
and therefore the liability to taxation mentioned by sections 1-6 of 
the above-named law arises in case the vehicle remains in this country 
for more than 3 months. 

This proclamation shall go into effect February 1, 1929. 

Which is hereby made public, reference being made to the procla- 
mation of J anuary 28, 1928, on this subj ect. 

Ministry of Public Works, January 18, 1929. 

J. P. Stensballe 

Ch. Buchwald 

Proclamation 
relative to 

Exemption from taxation in this country of motor 
cars and trailers to same, which belong in the United 
States, and which are used in entering this country 
by persons coming to Denmark from abroad. 


** File translation revised. 
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[Snclosare 2 — ^rranslation 

Copy OP Act No. 143 op Jtox 1, 1027 on Taxation op AirroMOBiXEs, 

ETC. 

Section 7, No. 1. 

The following taxes shall be paid on motor cars and trailers to 
same not belonging in this country, which are used in entering this 
country by persons coming to Denmark from abroad, except in the 
exceptional cases mentioned in section 1, paragraph 2. 

On passenger automobiles, which are designed to carry not more 
than 7 persons including the chauffeur, and on trailers to passenger 
automobiles, 5 kroner for up to 2 days’ driving, 15 kroner for up to 
8 days’ driving, and 50 kroner for up to one month’s driving. If the 
car does not remain in this coimtry during the whole period for which 
the tax is paid, it may be driven in this country later during the 
remaining time without payment of a new tax. 

On passenger automobiles which are designed to carry more than 
7 persons including the chauffeur, on tractors, commercial automobiles 
and motor trucks and on trailers to the same, 8 kroner for up to 2 
days’ driving, 25 kroner for up to 8 days’ driving, and 80 kroner for 
up to 1 month’s driving. 

The tax is paid in advance in accordance with rules which dhall 
be definitely fixed by the Minister of Public Works, after consultation 
with the Minister of Finance. 

The Minister of Public Works may, however, after consultation 
with the Minister of Finance, waive payment of taxes under the 
present provision for passenger automobiles belonging in countries 
which grant the corresponding exemption from taxes for passenger 
automobiles belonging in this country. 


PROPOSED RECIPROCAL EXTENSION OP FREE IMPORTATION PRIVI- 
LEGES TO CONSULAR OFFICiaRS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
DENMARK “ 

659 . 11241/12 

The Minister vn Denmark {Dodge) to the Secretary of State 

No. 792 Copenhagen, April 2, 1929. 

[Beceived April 16.] 

Sm: My Despatch No. 736 of February 15th last enclosed a copy 
and translation of a note from Dr. Moltesen, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, in reply to the Legation’s note of April 25th, 1928,^ relative 

" File translation revised. 

Continued from JP*oreiffn JRelationSt 1928, yoL n, pp. 703-740. 

** None printed. 
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to the extension of the privilege of free importation to Americaia 
and Danish Consular OflBicers in the country of the other under tlie 
provi^ons of the Convention of 1826 between the United States and 
Denmark.^® This note stated that ‘^the Danish Government were 
unable to share the opinion of the Government of the United States 
with regard to the scope of Article 10” of this Convention and 
promised a reply at a later date concerning a reciprocal arrange- 
ment for free importation by Consular Officers similar to that ^ 
isting between the United States and Germany. 

I have received this additional reply from Dr. Moltesen to-day, 
of which I enclose a copy and translation.^*^ It will be observed that 
this second note quotes a reply received from the Department p| 
Customs and Consumption Duties of the Ministry of Finance to tiie 
effect that, in view of the laws now in force in Denmark, it will not 
be possible to grant freedom from customs duties for goods im- 
ported for the use of Consular Officers. The reply also refers to 
customs privileges which the Danish law allows to Consular Officers. 
All of these, as the Department is aware, are already enjoyed by 
American Consular Officers here. The note ends by the statement 
of Dr. Moltesen that he must agree with the opinion expressed by 
the Department of Customs and Consumption Duties which ‘‘con- 
siders that for the present in any case there is no possibility of hav- 
ing a modification of the law adopted tending to the extension oi 
this favor to Consular Officers” and that ^‘therefore . . . it is not 
possible to effect an arrangement of such an extended character as 
that proposed.” 

This reply of Dr. Moltesen is scarcely a surprise in view of the 
statements on this question of Count Keventlow, Director-General 
of the Foreign Office, which have been reported in Mr. Paddock’s 
Despatch No. 651 of July 21st, 1928,^® and in my Despatches Nos. 
695 of December 20th^® and 736, above referred to. In recent con- 
versations which I have had with him, Count Reventlow has coiir 
tinued to ex:press the desire of the Foreign Office that it might be 
possible to conclude an agreement such as proposed and his doubt 
as to whether the Ministry of Finance could be induced to submit a 
Bill to the Rigsdag proposing the necessary modifications of the 
existing Daw. 

It is possible that if a Social Democratic Government shoiild fol- 
low the elections for the Folketing, which are to take place on the 
24th proximo, a renewal of the Department’s proposal wdtQd nieet 
with a more favorable result. 

I have [etc.] ‘ H. PEROivAii Dodgbb 

“ Miner, Treaties, vol. 3, p. 239. 

Not printed. . ■ - • . • \ v ' . - 

“ Foreign Relations, 1928,' vol n, p. 734. • ‘ 

"/Wd.,p.739. 
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659 . 11241/13 

The Minister in Denmarh (Dodge) to the Secretary of State 

Uo. 795 Copenhagen, April 6, 1929. 

[Keceived April 23.] 

SiK : Eef erring to my Despatch No. 792 of the 2nd instant, relative 
to the inability of the Danish Government to agree to the extension of 
the privilege of free importation to American and Danish Consular 
Officers in the country of the other, I have the honor to inform you that 
in the course of a conversation to-day with Dr. Moltesen, the Foreign 
Minister, I referred to his note, of which a copy and translation were 
enclosed in my Despatch above referred to, and he stated that he re- 
gretted greatly that the Ministry of Finance had found itself unable 
to agree to my Government’s proposal. 

In a conversation also to-day with Count Eeventlow, Director Gren- 
eral of the Foreign Office, I also referred to Dr. Moltesen’s note. 
Count Eeventlow replied that he shared my regret and that in order 
if possible to obtain the agreement of the Ministry of Finance, he had 
gone further than he usually went in matters concerning another Min- 
istry. Count Eeventlow then, in reply to my enquiry regarding the 
reasons for the decision of the Finance Ministry, practically repeated 
the reasons which he had previously stated as reported in Mr. Pad- 
dock’s Despatch No. 551 of July 21st and in my Despatches Nos. 696 
of December 20th, 1928 and 736 of February 15th last. I may 
repeat these briefly as follows : new legislation would be necessapy to 
permit the Government to consent to the proposed agreement and this 
would necessitate an alteration of the customs tariff. Any proposal 
for the alteration of the customs tariff was certain to lead to many 
other such propositions and accordingly to considerable difficulties for 
the Government. If this agreement were to be made with the Amer- 
ican Government, it would also have to be extended to the Consular 
Officers of all other countries, thus leading to a slight but still percep- 
tible diminution of customs revenue. Any such diminution at the 
present time, when there was much complaint about high taxes, in favor 
of a particular class of officials would be unpopular. Further, as the 
number of persons enjoying freedom of customs would be considerably 
increased by such an agreement the difficulty of supervising their 
imports would be increased as also the opportunities for the abuse of 
this privilege. 

There can be no doubt that the Foreign Office has been a^ious to 
agree to the Department’s proposal and that only the opposition of the 
Ministry of Finance has prevented this proposal from being accepted. 

I have [etc.] H. PERcrvAn Dodge 
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treaties of arbitration and conciliation between the 

UNITED states AND EGYPT, SIGNED AUGUST 27, 1929 

711.8312 A/3 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Egypt ( Gvmiher) 

Washington, August It, 1928 — 6 p. m. 
27. On August 16th. the Secretary handed to the Attach4 of the 
Egyptian Legation a note^ proposing the negotiation of treaties of 
arbitration and conciliation between the United States and Egypt. 
The note was accompanied by draft texts in all respects dmilar to 
those which have been proposed during recent months to other coun- 
tries. Arbitration treaties have been proposed to 29 other countries 
and signed with 8. Conciliation treaties have been proposed to 19 
other countries and signed with 5. 

Castue! 


711.8312 A/ll : Tdegram 

The Minister in Egypt {Gunther) to the Secretary of State • 

AtEXANDKiA (Cairo), October 20, 1928 — 5 p. m. 

[Received October 20 — 2 : 45 p. m.] 
41. Your instruction No. 4, August 16.^ Shaw’s personal letter of 
August 2Srd and my despatch 41, September 19, 1928.*’ Under Sec- 
retary Foreign Affairs told me this morning that though treaties were 
still under consideration by the state legal committee he had no doubt 
but that it would be possible within a very brief interval to conclude 
these treaties with our Government through the Egyptian Minister 
at Washington. He observed that, as decisions of the Mixed Courts 
could in no way be involved by the terms of these treaties and that 
matters concerning third parties were not, it was felt by the Egyptian 
Government that no obstacle existed to their conclusion. 

Gunther 


711.8312 A/13 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Egypt {Gunther) 

Washington, November 2, 1928 — 8 p. m. 
33. Tour 41, October 20, 5 p. m. The Department has noted the 
observation of the Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs that “as de- 


Not printed. 
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cisioRs of the mixed courts could in no way be involved by the terms 
of these treaties,"’ no obstacle existed as to their conclusion. 

Certainly as to these treaties the mixed courts are Egyptian courts 
and consequently the treaties have the same relation to them and to 
their decisions as in case of other Egyptian courts. 

It is not desired that you make unsought explanations to the Egyp* 
tian Government. On the other hand you should avoid leaving an 
incorrect impression through silence. If you have reason to believe 
that the Egyptian Government is relying on the decisions of the 
Mixed Courts being excepted from arbitration and conciliation, you 
are authorized orally to inform the Foreign Ofl5.ce in the foregoing 
sense. Please keep Department informed and telegraph for instruc- 
tions if necessary. 

’EjSLum 

711.8312 A/14 

The Minister in Egypt {Gunther) to the Secretary of State 

No. 103 Cairo, December 27, 1928. 

[Received January 18, 1929.] 
Sir : With reference to previous correspondence in regard to the 
proposed Treaties of Conciliation and Arbitration between the United 
States and Egypt, I now have the honor to report that the Minister 
for* Foreign Aflfairs recently informed me that the State Legal De- 
partment had completed its examination of the Treaties, and that 
he would, therefore, shortly instruct the Egyptian Minister at Wash- 
ington to take the matter up with you with a view to their conclusion. 
I have [etc.] Franklin Mott Gxintheb 


Treaty Series No. 850 

Arbitration Treaty Between the United States of AmeriGa and 
Egypt^ Signed at Washington^ August ^7, 19Z9^ 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of Egypt 

Determined to prevent so far as in their power lies any interrup- 
tion in the peaceful relations now happily existing between the two 
nations; 

Desirous of reaflirming their adherence to the policy of submitting 
to impartial decision all justiciable controversies that may arise be- 
tween them; and 

•Ratification advised by the Senate, .Tamiary 20 (legislative day of January 
6), 1930; ratified by the President, January 23, 1930; ratified by Egypt, Jane 
25, 1932; ratifications exchanged at Washington, August 24, 1932; proclalmea 
by the President, August 25, 1932. 
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Eager by their example not only to demonstrate their condemna- 
tion of war as an instrument of national policy in their mutual 
relations, but also to hasten the time when the perfection of inter- 
nsLtional arrangements for the pacific settlement of international 
disputes shall have eliminated forever the possibility of war among 
any of the Powers of the world; 

Have decided to conclude a treaty of arbitration and for that 
purpose they have appointed as their respective Plenipotentiaries 

The President of the United States of America : 

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America; 

His Majesty the King of Egypt : 

His Excellency, Mahmoud Sarny Pasha, His Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary near the G^overnment of the United 
States of America, Grand Officer of the Order of the Nile ; 
who, having communicated to each other their full powers found 
in good and due form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

AiaicnE I 

All differences relating to international matters in which the BQgh 
Contracting Parties are concerned by virtue of a claim of right made 
by one against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it has not 
been possible to adjust by diplomacy, which have not been adjusted as 
a result of reference to an appropriate commission of conciliation, 
and which are justiciable in their nature by reason of being suscep- 
tible of decision by the application of the principle of law or equity, 
shall be submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration established 
at The Hague by the Convention of October 18, 1907, or to some other 
competent tribunal, as shall be decided in each case by a special signed 
agreement, which special agreement shall provide for the organiza- 
tion of such tribunal if necessary, define its powers, state the question 
or questions at issue, and settle the terms of reference. 

The special agreement in each case shall be made on the part of 
the United States of America by the President of the United States 
of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, 
and on the part of Egypt in accordance with its constitutional laws. 

AnTionE H 

The provisions of this treaty shall not be invoked in respect of any 
dispute the subject matter of which 

(а) is within the domestic jurisdiction of either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties, 

(б) involves the interests of third Parties, 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. n 68 
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(a) depends upon or involves the maintenance of the tr^tiaM 
attitude of the United States concerning American questions om 
monly described as the Monroe Doctrine. ’ 

Aeticue III ' 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the XJniM 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Semte 
thereof, and by Egypt in accordance with its constitutional lawft 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuonsh 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given hy 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed fins 
treaty in duplicate, and hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Washington the 27th day of August in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine. 

[seal] Hbnex L. Sumson 

[seal] M. Samx 


Treaty Series No. 861 

Conciliation Treaty Between the United States of America 
Egypt^ Signed at 'Washington^ August 19^9 * 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
the King of Egypt, being desirous to strengthen the bonds of amity 
that bind them together and also to advance the cause of general 
peace, have resolved to enter into a treaty for that purpose, and to 
that end have appointed as their plenipotentiaries : 

The President of the United States of America: 

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America; 

His Majesty the King of Egypt: 

His Excellency Mahmoud Sarny Pasha, His Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary near the Government of the United 
S tate s of America, Grand Officer of the Order of the Nile ; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective 
full powers, found to be in proper form, have agreed upon and 
concluded the following articles : 

advised by the Senate, January 20 (legislative day of January 
President, January 23, 1930; ratified by Egypt, June 25, 
ratifications exchanged at WTashington, August 24, 1932; proclaimed by 
the President, August 25, 1932. 
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Ajrtiole I 

Any disputes arising between tbe Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of Egypt, of whatever nature 
they may be, shall, when ordinary diplomatic proceedings have failed 
and the High Contracting Parties do not have recourse to adjudi- 
cation by a competent tribunal, be submitted for investigation and 
report to a permanent International Commission constituted in the 
manner prescribed in the next succeeding Article ; and they agree not 
to declare war or begin hostilities during such investigation and 
before the report is submitted. 

ABncuEs H 

The International Commission shall be composed of five members, 
to be appointed as follows: One member sha ll be chosen from each 
country, by the Government thereof; one member shall be chosen 
by each Government from some third country ; the fifth member shall 
be chosen by common agreement between the two Governments, 
it being understood that he shall not be a citizen of either country. 
The expenses of the Commission shall be paid by the two Govern- 
ments in equal proportions. 

The International Commission shall be appointed within six 
months after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and va- 
cancies shall be filled according to the manner of the original 
appointment. 

Article HI 

In case the High Contracting Parties shall have failed to adjust 
a dispute by diplomatic methods, and they do not have recourse 
to adjudication by a competent tribunal, they shall at once refer 
it to the International Commission for investigation and repoirt. 

' The International Commission may, however, spontaneously by 
imanimous agreement offer its services to that effect, and in such 
case it shall notify both Governments and request their cooperation 
in the investigation. 

The High Contracting Parties agree to furnish the Permanent 
International Commission with all the means and facilities required 
for its investigation and report. 

The report of the Commission shall be completed within one year 
after the date on which it shall declare its investigation to have 
begun, unless the High Contracting Parties shall limit or extend 
the time by mutual agreement. The report shall be prepared in 
triplicate; one copy shall be presented to each Government, and 
the third retained by the Commission for its files. 
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The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to act indep^s 
ently on the subject matter of the dispute after the report of 
Commission shall have been submitted. 


AnncrB IV , 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Seii||| 
thereof, and by Egypt in accordance with its constitutional 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon'll 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuou^f 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed thfe 
treaty in duplicate, and hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Washington the 27th day of August in the year one tho# 
sand nine hundred and twenty-nine. \ 1 

[SEAii] Henux L. Stimsc^ 

[seal] M. Samt ^ 


PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE REGIME OF THE MIXED COURTS IN 

EGYPT* 

888.05/288 : Telegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to the Minister m Egypt {GvMher) 

[Paraplirase] ' 

Washington, January 9, 1929 — a, xnu 
3. The Department would be glad, before formulating a reply to 
the note of October 28, 1928, from the Egyptian Government,® to 
receive the recommendations of the Legation mentioned in yoik 
despatch NTo. 89, December 1/ If the recommendations have beeii 
set forth in a despatch, when was it mailed? If this has not been 
mailed already, please briefly telegraph the recommendations. 

EjEXiLOGG 

883,05/290 : Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt {jGhjmther^ to the Secretary of Stcde 

[Paraplirase] 


Cairo, J anuary 14, 1929—9 a. m. 
[Received January 14 — : 37 a. m.] 
1. Your 3, January 9, 11 a. m. There have already been sent to 
the Department the views of . . . on the Egyptian note of Decem^ 

* Continued from Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. ir, pp. 743-773. 

Note of October 28 from the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the 
American Minister, ibid,, p. 767. 

Ibid., n- 770 
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ber 25, 1927,® and the replies, or references thereto, of Great Sritain, 
France, Italy, Belgium, and Greece to the Egyptian note of October 
28, 1928, with my comments,® The answers of the Portuguese and 
Spanish Ministers likewise closely follow the lines of the French Min- 
ister’s response. The only Minister other than my^lf who has made 
no reply yet is the Swedish Minister, who informs me that hia note 
will follow the same general lines. The British alone have expressed 
views which are favorable to the holding of an international confer- 
ence to consider Egypt’s preliminary proposals, and I am ^ven to 
understand that the British Government is, in principle, really op- 
posed to holding a conference until the preliminary negotiations are 
further advanced. 

A commission has been formed by the Egyptian Government to 
study these representations, but little progress is being made, I under- 
stand, due partly to the continuing domestic conflict between two 
political groups, backing the King and the Prime Minister, respec- 
tively. 

Having these considerations in mind, may I respectfully submit the 
suggestions which follow: 

(1) The American r^ly should egress the friendly interest 
which the United States Government will have in the plans it imder- 
stends are to be submitted later by the Egyptian Government to re- 
vise the capitulatory regime and should state something to the effect 
that the possible holding eventually of an international conference 
regarding this subject, in case Egypt desires it, will be sympatheti- 
cally considered. I am inf ormed by my Italian colleague that cate- 
gorical instructions have been sent him and the French Minister as 
well to decline a conference to consider the sp>ecific proposals num- 
bered in the Egyptian note of December 25, 19^. 

(2) The American reply to these specific proposals should : ^ 

(а) Favor, in principle, proposal 1, providing that no limitation 

is placed on the right of objection of the powers ; ^ 

(б) Agree, in principle, to proposal 2, briefly alluding, as it may 
seem desirable, to the apparently needed creation or the extension of 
the Tparguet judicial police, of the penitentiary ^stem, and of the re- 
vision of codes of criminal law and procedure. _ These saf eguairds^ are 
not, from a prac^tical standpoint, as important in Egypt to American 
as to other foreign interests; 

(o) Agree to proposal 3, the liegation knowing of no dissenting 

opinion; ••it. 

{d) Express the hope as to proposal 4 that the additional chamber, 
apparently much needed, will be composed not of three but of five 
judges, this being the generally held view here; 

(e) View with sympathy the principle which motivates principle 5, 
but object to the requirement that an Egyptian must hold one office. 

®^^‘des^t^es No. 83, November 22* 1928; No. 89, December 1, 1^; Na 
90, December 7, 1928 ; and telegram No. 47, November 6, 1928, from the Minister 
In Egypt, ibid., pp. 789, 770, 772, 768, respectively. 
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Thus the way would be left open for a later refusal. Serious 
appears to exist regarding the ability of Egyptians to preside ov^ 
chambers; 

(/) Beserve, for the present, an expression of opinion regar^^ 
proposal 6, as it is now drafted, since this seems to be the easiest^S 
to avoid offending Egyptian susceptibilities, and it should fully itiS 
the present situation. 

(3) In case it should be deemed appropriate to refer further 
proposal 4, a brief statement might be added to set forth the Am^ 
can position, similar to the instruction No. 306, January 22 
respecting the departure from the principle of equal representatiifv 
since, as the Department knows, exceptions to this were never i^| 
formally with the Egyptian Government, owing to the last paragra^k 
of the instruction cited. A favorable opportunity would appear H 
exist for these exceptions to be made known, in view of the attitiijE 
of the principal continental powers, but, as to the remainder of tli% 
American reply, I am of the opinion that the less definite it is, tfe 
better. Before going into further detail regarding the other five pro- 
posals, it would be advantageous to examine the Egyptian Goverih 
mentis response to the replies hitherto made by my colleagues. |j 

I should appreciate telegraphic instructions, if possible, as the mail 
service at present requires about a month. i i 

Gunther 

888.06/291 : Telegram 

TTie Minister in Egypt {GuniTier) to the Secretary of State 


Cairo, J anuary 25, 1929—11 a. m. 

[Keceived January 25 — 10 a, m.) 

3. Judicial adviser confirms current rumors that impending 
vacancy Procureur Generalship, Mixed Courts is to be filled by Eng^ 
lishman. He implies also that political considerations dictate choice 
of Frenchman and Italian for two prospective Court of Appeals 
appointments. Such appointments would result in following num- 
bers of magistrates representing principal capitulatory powers: 
Great Britain 8, Italy 6, France 5, United States 3. Of lesser powers, 
Norway, Belgium, Greece and Spain now have same representation 
as ourselves. 

It is farthest from my thoughts to suggest that we should make 
our acceptance of Mixed Court reform contingent upon appoint- 
ment of additional American judge, but I believe our traditional 
position and general prestige entitle us to refer to departure from prin- 
ciple of equal representation and to suggest desirability of estab- 
lishing a situation which would at least more nearly provide in fact 
for parity amongst principal powers. 


“ Foreign Helationsj 1927, vol. n, p. 560. 

^ Judge Q, Axtlmr W. Booth (British), 
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As we may be faced sbortly by fait accompli I respectfully suggest 
early reply to reform proposals and interview between yourself and 
Egyptian Minister; latter being asked to telegraph his Government 
your views, 

Gunther 


883.05/290 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Egypt {Chmther) 

Washington, January 26, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
4. Tour telegram No. 1, January 14, 9 a. m., and your despatch 
No. 69 of November 3, 1928.^® 

[Paraphrase.] With an appropriate introductory paragraph, you 
may, unless some objection is perceived by you, reply substantially 
as follows to the Egyptian Government [End paraphrase.] : 

‘^The Government of the United States is prepared to examine in 
a friendly and sympathetic spirit such appropriate proposals for 
the revision of the Capitulatory regime as the Egyptian Government 
may eventually formulate. The American Government would be dis- 
posed to consider the possibility of recourse to the procedure of an 
mternational conference if it should appear that the examination 
and discussion of these proposals would thereby be facilitated. 

With the general spirit oi the changes in the organization of the 
Mixed Courts, proposed in the Egyptian Government’s circular note 
of December 26, 1927, the American Government is largely in sym- 
pathy and in order to facilitate the early conclusion of an agreement 
through a frank exchange of views, it makes the following observa- 
tions and comments with respect to each of the six principal propo- 
sals set forth in the Egyptian Government’s circular note. 

1. The first propossU is in principle acceptable, subject however to 
the reservation of the right of the United States to note its objection 
to legislation which is considered beyond the scope of the autlmrity 
that has been or may be granted to the General Assembly of the Court 

of Appeals. .... , xx • 

2. The second proposal is likewise in general acceptable. It is 
noted, however, that this proposal would apparently in volve the re- 
vision of the codes of criminal law and of crimmal procedure, as 
well as the extension of the parquet judicial police and an enlar^- 
ment of the prison system. The American Government would be 
glad to receive information as to the intentions of the Egyptian 
Government with respect to these matters. The American Govern- 
ment before giving final approval to this proposal wonld also ^pre- 
ciate being informed as to th© penalties intended for the delicts 
mentioned and the precise scope of the term commercial frauds. 

3. The third proposal is acceptable. . , ... 

4. My Government recognizes the desirability of creating an 
tional chamber in the Court of Appeals, but it is thought that the 
purpose which the Egyptian Government has m mind can best be 


For despatch No. 60, see Foreiffn Relattons, 1928, vol. n, 767. 
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acMeved by creating a new chamber of five judges. To such a pick 
posal the American Government would offer no objection. In this 
connection, however, it is pertinent to recall to the attention of the 
Egyptian Government the position of the American Government in 
favor of bringing about a return to the principle of equality of repre- 
sentation as among the principal Capitulatory Powers represented in 
the Mixed Court judiciary, including specifically the proposed new 
chamber. As Your Excellency is aware my Government has never 
acquiesced in the departure from this principle which has taken place 
in recent years. ^ 

5. The American Government perceives no objection to liberalizing 
the present regulations governing the election of judges to the 

of president and vice-president of the Mixed Courts, nut it is unable 
to concur in the proposal that the election to one of these offices of a 
judge of any specific nationality be made mandatory. It is felt that 
outstanding judicial ability should be the sole criterion upon which 
election to these offices should be based. 

6. As to the sixth proposal^, involving the granting of Egyptian 
decorations to judges of the Mixed Tribunals, my Government desires 
to reserve its decision pending a further opportunity to study the 
proposed provisions.’’ 

Keliogq 

883.05/294 

The Minister in Egypt {G%mther) to the Secretary of State 

No. 136 Cairo, February 1, 1929, 

[Received February 27.] 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s telegraphic instructions of January 26, 1929, informing me 
of the substance of the reply which, should I perceive no objection, it 
was desired that I should make to the Egyptian Government’s Notes 
of December 25, 1927, and October 28, 1928, in the matter of the pro- 
posed revision of the capitulatory regime in Egypt. 

I now have the honor respectfully to enclose a copy of the Note 
which, in pursuance of these instructions, I addressed, under date of 
January 31, 1929 to the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs.^* 

In this Note but one substantial departure is made from the text 
appearing in the Department’s aforementioned instructions, i. e. the 
omission of the last sentence of the Department’s draft reply to the 
fifth of the specific proposals made in the Egyptian Government’s 
Note of December 25, 1927. This proposal had as its object the liber- 
alizing of the present regulations governing the elections to the of- 
fices of President and Vice President of the Mixed Court of Appeals 
and of the three Mixed Courts of First Instance. The omitted sen- 
tence read as follows: “It is felt that outstanding judicial ability 


” Not printed. 
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sh.ould be tlie sole criterion upon wMch election to these offices should 
be based.” My reason for omitting this sentence was that its sense 
does not represent the principle traditionally followed by the Mixed 
Court judiciary in the conduct of the elections in question. The 
generally accepted and applied basis of such elections is, I am in- 
formed, ^‘seniority, in the absence of distinct and recognized inabil- 
ity.” Outstanding judicial ability alone has never been and cannot, 
I believe, ever be the sole criterion upon which elections to these 
offices can be based. The principle of seniority, as modified in the 
aforementioned sense, is, I am informed, one common to the general 
practice of European countries as to the choice of presiding officers 
of chambers of courts of civil law jurisdictions. The Mixed Courts 
are, of course, organized strictly on these lines. In these circum- 
stances and in the exercise of the discretion granted me in the first 
paragraph of the Department’s instruction imder reference, I did 
not believe it was necessary for me to solicit the Department’s in- 
structions before presenting the Note in the enclosed form. 

I have [etc.] ERAErKErN- Mott Gixntheb 


883.05/293 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister im. Egyyt {Chwnther) 

[Paraplirasel 

WASHXKTGTOisr, March 8, 1929^ — 6 p. m. 

10- Your despatch 130, January 25.’^® You diould set forth for- 
mally the views of this Government respecting equal representation 
among the principal capitulatory powers on the Mixed Judiciary by 
using such portion of the Department’s reasoning in its instruction 
No. 306, January 22, 1927,^® as you may deem pertinent to the present 
circumstances and by specifically referring to the paragraph on pro- 
posal 4: in your note dated January 31, 1929, to the Egyptian Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs.^^ You should make it clear that an un- 
fortunate impression will inevitably be produced upon the United 
States Government by a failure to recognize the principle of equal 
representation so far as Americans are concerned in the forthcoming 
appointments by Egypt to the Mixed Courts of Appeal and of First 
Instance. 

You may make discreet oral use of the Department’s pleasure 
should Judge Crabit^ be promoted to the Court of Appeals and 
another American be chosen to fill his place on the Court of First 
Instance. 

Keixogq 


“ Not printed ; It supplemented telegram No. 3, January 25, from the Minister 
in Egypt, p. 938. 

'^Foreign, Relations, 1927, vol. u, p. 5^. , -m 4 . rwoa 

See telegram No. 4, J anuary 2^ to the Minister in Egypt, p. 939. 
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883.05/302 

The Armrioan Minister in Egypt {Chmbher) to the Egyptian Prkm 

Minister and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs {MaJm&ud 

Pasha)^ 

No. 95 Caibo, April 18, 1929 , 

Excellbutox: I have the honor to refer to paragraph No. 4 on page 
2 of my Note No. 66 of January 31, 1929, in reply to the Note re- 
ceived from His Excellency Hafez Afifi Bey under date of October 
28, 1928, reopening the general subject of the capitulatory regime in 
Egypt and requesting particularly that the specific proposals in this 
sense made by the Royal Egyptian Government in its Note of De- 
cember 25, 1927, be recalled to the attention of the Government of 
the United States. 

By the paragraph in question, after informing Tour Excellency’s 
Government, in reply to the fourth of the proposals in question, that 
my Government recognizes the desirability of creating an additional 
chamber in the Mixed Court of Appeals, I had the honor to recall to 
the attention of the Royal Egyptian Government the position of the 
American Government in favor of bringing about a return to the 
principle of equality of representation as among the principal capit- 
ulatory powers represented in the Mixed Court judiciary, includ- 
ing, specifically, the proposed new chamber, I added, under instruc- 
tions from my Government, a statement to the effect that, as His 
Excellency Hafez Afifi Bey was aware, the American Government 
had never acquiesced in the departure, which has taken place in re- 
cent years, from this principle. 

I am now in receipt of further instructions from my Government 
directing me to supplement the representations on this particular 
subject made in my last Note. In particular, I am desired to set 
forth clearly that a failure to recognize this principle of equality 
insofar as the United States is concerned in the forthcoming ap- 
pointments to the Mixed Court of Appeals and of First Instance 
will inevitably lead to an unfortimate impression upon my Govern- 
ment. 

I had anticipated seeking an early occasion to discuss this matter 
in detail with Tour Excellency. Unfortunately, however, my pres- 
ent illness prevents my doing so. I take this means, therefore, to 
bring the matter again to the attention of Tour Excellency’s Govern- 
ment desiring particularly to acquaint Tour Excellency with the very 
specific nature of my present instructions. 

“ Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister in Egypt In his despatch 
No. 174, April 19 ; received May 11, 1929. 
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Xour Excellency will, of course, realize tlxat my Government has 
no intention of making its final assent or dissent to the proposals for 
judicial reform as submitted by the Eoyal Egyptian Government in 
its Notes of December 25, 1927 and October 28, 1928, the subject 
of a diplomatic quid 'pro quo. These proposals have received the 
sympathetic consideration of my Government which will continue to 
consider them strictly on their merits. And it would be farthest from 
my mind to suggest that the final assent of my Government should 
be contingent upon the appointment to the Mixed Courts of additional 
American judges. 

With respect, however, to the fourth of the proposals in question 
my Government is, as I have already stated, earnestly desirous that 
with its adoption there should be, at the same time, a formal rec- 
ognition of the principle that no preponderance should be given to 
any one nationality when selecting the foreign members of the Mixed 
Court judiciary. 

Something over two years ago, following an exchange of Notes, 
dated respectively April 9 and May 10, 1^6,^ my predecessor on 
March 28, 1927, set forth orally in the course of an extended oflSicial 
interview with His Excellency Sarwat Pasha, then Royal Egyptian 
Minister for Foreign AJEairs, the detailed views of my Government 
with respect to the question of the applicability to the selection of 
the Mixed Court judiciary of the principle of equal representation 
amongst the principal capitulatory powers.^^ This principle, my pred- 
ecessor was instructed to maintain, if carried to its logical con- 
clusion, would necessarily recognize the fact that the representation 
of any lesser capitulatory power or of any non-capitulatory country 
should not exceed that accorded to the principal powers, a conclusion 
sanctioned also by the practice of nearly forty years. My predecessor 
W 2 LS to add that there was no doubt in the mind of his Govern- 
ment that at the time of the entry into force of the Khedive IsmaiPs 
project of judicial reform this principle and its logical consequence 
were properly considered as applying to the selection of the foreign 
judiciary of the proposed Mixed Tribunals. 

In his Note of April 9, 1926, my predecessor quoted an extract from 
a Note addressed on May 26, 1873 to His Excellency Nubar Pasha 
by Sir Henry Elliot, at that time His Britannic Majesty’s repre- 
sentative at Constantinople,^^ wherein the Egyptian Government 

^ Note of April 9, 1926, from the American Minister to the Egyptian Minister 
for Foreign AfCairs, and note of May 16, 1926, from the Egyptian Ministry for 
B'oreign Affairs to the American Iiegation, Foreign Relations^ 192T, vol. ii, pp. 

lee dS’patch No. 980, March 28, 1927, from the Minister in Egypt and 
memorandum of March 28, 1927, of an interview between the American Min- 
ister and the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs, iUd., pp. 566 and 569. 

1873, vol. n, p. 1118. 
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was informed that the British Government was “prepared forth^tb 
to accept the proposed arrangements respecting the judicial refonns 
in Egypt” on the condition, amongst others, “of avoiding giving any 
preponderance to one nationality over another in the selection of 
[the] judges either in constituting the tribunal or in supplying the 
vacancies that may from time to time occur among them.” A copy pf 
this letter was formally transmitted to my Government by the 
American Minister at Constantinople under covering despatch dated 
May 27, 1873, and the principle outlined therein was considered by 
my Government as fimdamental when, by Proclamation of Ibe 
President, dated March 27, 1876,^® the adherence of the United 
States was given to the judicial reform in Egypt. 

Having thus stated the general proposition upon which my Goy- 
ernment’s contention in this matter is based, I have the honor to 
enclose a memorandum elaborating in some measure the considera- 
tions which led logically to the adopting of that proposition. This 
memorandum, I venture to point out to Your Excellency, constitutes 
but little more than a written statement of the oral reply made by 
my predecessor to the aforementioned Note received from the Eoyal 
Ministry for Foreign AjBfairs under date of May 16, 1926 

In the opinion of my Government, the present is a particularly 
opportune and propitious moment at which to press for a recogni- 
tion of this principle of equality as a general proposition as well 
as for its application, insofar as may be reasonably possible, to the 
present situation. I have already had occasion to make this clear 
both to His Excellency Hafez Ajfifi Bey and to the Judicial Advisor 
in the course of friendly informal conversations on the subject. 

At the present time Your Excellency’s Government is considering 
the question of the establishment of an additional chamber of five 
judges on the Mixed Court of Appeals and is proceeding to the ap- 
pointment of three additional judges of first instance. Five of these 
eight judgeships will, of course, be filled by the appointment of 
foreign nominees. Those of first instance, I am creditably informed, ' 
are to be a Belgian and a Greek national, in accordance with decisions 
already taken by Your Excellency’s Government and communicated 
respectively to the Belgian and the Greek Governments- And I have 
learned from the Judicial Advisor that Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment is considering adopting similar decisions whereby the French 
and Italian Governments and that of one of the lesser powers would 
be invited to nomiuate judges to fill the three proposed foreign posts 
on the Mixed Court of Appeial[s]. 

" 19 Stat. 602 ; Foreiffn RelaMons, 1876, p. 1. 
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pie present representation of the different foreign powers on the 
Mixed judiciary is, as Your Excellency is aware, as follows: 

Of the four renmining principal capitulatory powers: Great 
Bntain, 7 ; Italy, 5 ; France, 4 ; United States, 3. 

1 a • lesser capitulatory powers : Belgium, Greece, Norway 
and Spam, each 3 ; and. Denmark, iwetherlands, Portugal and Sweden, 
each 2. ’ 

Of the non-capitulatory powers: Eussia and Switzerland, each 2: 
and Germany, 1. > ? 


From these figures it is obvious that the representation of the 
United States ^ on the [Mixed Courts is not commensurate with its posi- 
tion as a principal ’capitulatory power or in accordance with the 
principle of equality which is enunciated above and elaborated in the 
enclosed memorandum. The other three principal capitulatory pow- 
ers are each represented by a greater number of judges than is the 
United States, and half of the lesser capitulatory powers have an 
equal representation. 

If, however, the five presently considered appointments are made 
on the basis of the information mentioned above, this disparity which 
is now obvious will become even more striking. Not only will the 
present disparity between the representation of the three other prin- 
cipal capitulatory powers and that of the United States be increased, 
but that of two of the lesser capitulatory powers will become greater 
than that of the United States, and one other of the lesser powers 
will advance into a place at least equal to that of the United States. 

In conclusion, I have the honor to express the hope that Tour Ex- 
cellency will be disposed to consider the situation set forth above in 
the same friendly spirit which has always characterized the relations 
which it has been my very great pleasure to maintain with Tour Ex- 
cellency’s Government. I have set forth my Government’s position 
in favor of bringing about a return to the principle of equality of 
representation as among the principal capitulatory powers represent- 
ed in the Mixed Court j*udiciary and of avoiding giving any pre- 
ponderance to one nationality over another in the selection of the 
foreign judges. And I have stated, under instructions from my Gov- 
ernment, that a failure to recognize this principle insofar as the 
United States is concerned in the forthcoming appointments will in- 
evitably lead to an unfortunate impression upon the American Gov- 
ermnent. I feel certain that with Tour Excellency’s support a solu- 
tion of the matter satisfactory alike to our two Governments will be 
found. 

I avail myself [etc.] Frajtktxn' Mott Gttnthbb 
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[Enclosure] 

Memorandum 

To accompany Note No. 95 of April 1929, to His Excellency tie 
Royal Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs, p. i. 

on the ' 

Question of the Applicability to the Mixed Court Judiciary of tte 
Principle of Equality of Representation Among the Principal Capit- 
ulatory Powers and of Avoiding Giving any Preponderance to One 
Nationality Over Another in the Selection of the Foreign Judges 

and being in the nature of a written 

Reply to the Note No. 29.9/2 (1065) addressed by the Royal Egyp. 
tian Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the American Legation, Cairo, 
under date of May 16, 1926. 

In the American Minister’s Note No. 339 of April 9, 1926, to which 
the Royal Ministry’s above-mentioned Note of May 16th was in reply, 
the Minister quoted extracts from the letter addressed by Sir Henry 
Elliot to Nubar Pasha under date of May 26, 1873, wherein the 
Egyptian Government was informed that the British Government 
was “prepared forthwith to accept the proposed arrangements respect- 
ing the judicial reforms in Egypt.” After a careful study of the 
available correspondence the American Government concurs in the 
conclusion which the Minister appears to have drawn from these 
extracts, i. e. that one of the conditions made by the British Govern- 
ment in giving its adherence to the Khedive Ismail’s program of 
judicial reform, as drafted by the International Commission which 
sat in Constantinople during the latter months of 1872 and the early 
months of 1873, was that “of avoiding giving any preponderance to 
one nationality over another in the selection of judges either in 
constituting the tribunal or in supplying the vacancies that may from 
time to time occur among them.” Sir Henry Elliot’s letter appears to 
be clear on this point, for he adds that “Her Majesty’s Government 
have instructed me to intimate that their final acceptance was de- 
pendent upon the maintenance of this principle.” 

Stated in other terms, the principle to which expression was given 
by Sir Henry Elliot was that there should be equality of repre- 
sentation as between the principal capitulatory powers in the appoint- 
ment of foreign judges chosen to serve on the Egyptian mixed 
tribunals. This principle carried to its logical conclusion would neces- 
sarily recognize the fact that the representation of any lesser capitu- 
latory power or of any non-capitulatory country should not exceed 
that accorded to each of the principal powers, a conclusion sanctioned 
by the practice of nearly forty years. There is no doubt in the mind 
of the American Government that, at the time of the entering into 
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force of the Khedive Ismail’s project of judicial reform, this principle 
and its logical consequence were properly considered as applying to 
the selection of the foreign judiciary of the proposed mixed tribunals, 
i. e. to the selection of the foreign judges to serve both on the Court 
of Appeal [s] as is evident from the earlier negotiations, and on the 
inferior courts, as evinced by the later negotiations which led to the 
choice of two magistrates from each of the principal capitulatory 
nations to serve on the courts of first instance. A copy of Sir Henry 
Elliot’s letter was formally transmitted to this Government by its 
Minister at Constantinople under covering despatch dated May 29, 
1873, and the principle outlined therein was considered by this Gov- 
ernment as fundamental when, by proclamation of the President dated 
March 27, 1876, the adherence of the United States was given to the 
judicial reform in Egypt. 

As a matter of fact, from 1876, the year in which the Mixed Courts 
commenced to function, to 1915, there was but one departure from this 
principle of equal representation, i. e. when a French national was 
appointed to fill one of the two supplementary seats, created in 1879, 
on the Court of Appeal, thus giving to France a total representation of 
four, or one greater than that of any other foreign power, on the 
mixed judiciary. With respect to this case, however, it should be noted 
that, upon the retirement of the French appointee, his place was filled 
by a judge of Portuguese nationality. 

In 1915, following the proclamation of the British protectorate over 
Egypt, one French and two British judges were appointed to fill three 
of the four vacancies left in the judiciary of the first instance courts 
by the forced vacating of the seats of the German and Austrian 
judges. The fourth of these vacancies was filled the following year by 
the appointment of a judge of Italian nationality. Further, in 1920 
and resulting indirectly from the elimination of German, Austrian 
and Russian representation on the Court of Appeal, two additional 
British judges were appointed to serve on that tribunal. These com- 
paratively recent departures from the principle of equal representa- 
tion were noted by the American Government but no formal objections 
were made to the Egyptian or Allied governments for the reason that 
the American Government had under advisement certain proposals of 
the British Government which, should they have been adopted by 
the interested foreign powers, would have led to the conclusion of 
agreements between them and Great Britain whereby the latter s 
special position in Egypt would have been recognized and whereby 
there would have been confided to Great Britain the powers necessary 
to enable it to discharge the duties which that special position was 
alleged to impose upon it both towards Egypt and towards foreign 
nationals there residing. 
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An essential feature of these proposals was that which provided!# 
a ‘^reconstitution of the mixed tribunals’’ amounting in eflEect to 
transfer thereto of the jurisdiction exercised in Egypt by the consul# 
courts of the various capitulatory powers. That this particidar m#. 
ter was still under consideration at the time of the most recently ex- 
pressed adhesion of the powers to the Mixed Courts is evident fromfte 
phraseology of the Egyptian Government’s circular Note of September 
4, 1921, addressed to the representatives of the capitulatory powers in 
Cairo.®* In that circular the Egyptian Foreign Office, when requesting 
the representatives to secure the adherence of their governments % 
continue the present Mixed Courts for an indefinite period,” stated 
that “the Egyptian Government does not find it expedient to establish 
a new organization for these courts by the date mentioned.” It was 
with the foregoing considerations in mind that the American Minis^ 
ter in the course of his conversation with His Excellency Sarwat Padia 
on March 28, 1927, when mentioning the various precedents for the 
appointment of a British judge to succeed Judge Booth, referred t6 
them as “not, however, necessarily closed to objection.” These 
considerations led the American Government logically to the neces- 
sity of instructing the Minister to file with the Royal Egyptian Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs an oral exception to the closing paragraph to 
the Royal Ministry’s Note of May 16, 1926. 

Leaving for the moment further consideration of the Royal Egyp- 
tian Government’s Note of May 16 and returning to the discussion of 
the applicability to the foreign judiciary of the principle of equal 
representation as amongst the powers, it is to be noted that not only 
did Sir Henry Elliot express, on behalf of his Government, adher- 
ence to this principle, but he clearly indicated, also, that his Govern- 
ment’s action was taken specifically in response to proposals received 
from the Khedive Ismail. The recognition by Egypt of this prin- 
ciple is, in the opinion of the American Government, clearly to be 
inferred from that passage of Sir Henry Elliot’s letter in which he 
states that “the question . . . respecting the nationality of judges 
. . . received the attention it deserved from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment who concur in the view of the Khedive as to the importance of 
avoiding giving any preponderance to one nationality . . As of col- 
lateral interest in this connection, reference may be made also to letters 
addressed by Nubar Pasha to the American Charge d’ Affaires and to 
the Italian Minister at Constantinople under dates of January 17 and 
February 24, 1873 (i. e. some months earlier than the date of the 
British Note) wherein, with reference to the question of equal repre- 
sentation amongst the powers in the choice of judges for the proposed 
court of appeal, he stated, in part, as follows : 


®*Not printed. 
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To the American Charge dAfaires: , . I’intention de Son Al- 

tesse est de composer notre cour d’ap|:^l de magistrats pris dans les 
pays qui ont ete represente et ont etudie la question dans la commis- 
sion Internationale du Caire.” 

To the Italian Minister: J’ajouterai m&me au del^ de ce qne vons 
m’avez demande, mon cher comte, que Son Altesse tient li cette com- 
position et elle entend la maintenir pendant I’epoque quinquennale 
d’essai, de sorte que, si pendant cette periods quelqu’un des <»nseillers 
devrait, pour une cause ou pour une autre, quitter sa position, elle 
entend le remplacer en engageant un autre magistrat de la mteie 
nationality.” 

Returning now to the question raised in the Royal Egyptian Gov- 
ernment’s Note of May 16, 1926, it is to he recalled that in his con- 
versation of March 26 [^5], 192T, with His Excellency Sarwat Pasha 
the A-merican Minister considered the matters discussed in that Note, 
paragraph by paragraph, as follows : 


1 ) Paragraph 1. The American Minister pointed out that the 
Royal Egyptian Government had evidently read into his Note ot 
April 9, 1926, a meaning which did not follow from the statements 
made therein. He stated that it was not his intention, nor was it 
the intention of his Government, tp propose that the then vacant 
seat on the Cairo Mixed Court of First Instance should be filled by 

an American nominee. .... . 

2) Paragraph 2. With the foregoing discussion of the principle 
of equal r^resentation in mind, the American Minuter pointy out 
that such of the pertinent correspondence, exchaMed^tween -^gyp® 
and the powers during the decade beginning 1867, as has come to tne 
attention of the American Government did not ^PP®®'f, 

that any formal acceptance was necessary on the part o^he li,^ptian 
Govenmient to {pff\ the statements contamed in Sir Henry EUiot s 
Note for the reason that the proposals in question originated with 
the Khedive Ismail and were accepted by the British Government as 
one of the bases for the judicial reform. x ^ 4 . i.„ 

In tViig connection also the American Mmister steted that he woma 
be pleased to receive, for communication to his Govenment, ^^es 
of the correspondence or other documente upon which ^e Eoyal 
Egyptian Mimstry for Foreign Affairs relied to negative the sense of 

Sir Henry Elliot’s letter. ™ . - nr- • j. 

° 3) Paragraphs 3 to 6, inclusive, "^e American Minister pointed 
out that mere was, of course, no disposition on the part of the 
SLekan Government to question *1^® “ pa^^ 

graph 3 of the Egyptian Government’s Note of May 16 that the 
S-il^mals of the Reform are Egyptian courts.’ 

then statement made in this connection, 1 . e, that the freedom of 


■Translation- “ . . the intention of His Highness is to constitute ow 
of aroSa of Jn^s chosen from countries which have been represented and have 
atiidipd the auostion in tile international commission at Cairo. 

32S423 — 43 — ^vol. il — ‘ — 6^ 
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the appointment and of the choice of the judges is not limited exce^ 
by the conditions imposed in Article 5 of the Kfeglement d’Orgalii^ 
tion Judiciaire,’’ is open to the objection that it was specifically 
respect to this article that extensive assurances and explanatioiis 
were offered by the Egyptian Government to the powers during 
negotiations wnich led up to the definitive establishment of the Judi- 
cial Reform. The American Minister added that his Government im 
well aware of the attitude of the Egyptian Government in the 
ter of the selection of the individual foreign judges to serve on ie 
courts, the appointment and choice of whom was vested in the 
Egyptian Government by the article in question. This position had 
been explained in detail by Nubar Pasha in a Note addressed to ttie 
American Agent and Consul General at Cairo under date of May 
22, 1874, agreeing, upon the recommendation of President Grant, to 
appoint Mr. Victor C. Barringer as a judge on the projected mixed 
court of appeal. The American Government accepted that position 
as one necessary to the maintenance of the principle that the pro- 
posed courts were to be truly Egyptian in character. 

The American Minister then stated that his Government could not, 
however, but feel that the contentions set forth in paragraphs 3 to 6 
of the Royal Egyptian Government’s Note were not wholly pertinent 
to the issue. It was clear, he stated, that his Government willin^y 
concurred in the contention of the Egyptian Government that it had 
accorded to each of the principal capitulatory powers a minimum 
representation in the mixed judiciary, i. e. a minimum of one judge 
on the Court of Appeal and of two judges on the inferior courts, but 
he formally questioned the implication, to be drawn from the further 
statements made in this connection, that the choice of foreign judges 
for the positions not thus filled might properly be exercised by me 
Royal Egyptian Government without applying the principle that no 
preponderance was to be given to any one nationality. 

The American Minister concluded his comment on the four para- 
graphs in question by stating that his Government relied, therefore, 
both on the understanding existing at the time of the establishment of 
the courts and on the sanction which almost forty years of successful 
practice had given to the arrangements then put into effect to establish 
the desirability of a return to the application of the principle of equal 
representation amongst the principal capitulatory powers to the com- 
position of the mixed judiciary. In view of the recent departures from 
this principle, he added, it is probable that such return could most 
appropriately be effected either by the gradual replacement, when 
occasion should permit, of the additional British, French and Italian 
judges now serving on the courts or by the appointment thereto of 
such numbers of additional American, French and Italian or other 
judges as would re-establish equality of numbers amongst the repre- 
sentatives of the four remaining principal capitulatory powers.^ 

4) Paragraph 7. The American Minister set forth to His Excel- 
lency Sarwat Pasha the pertinent comment on the question raised m 
this paragraph as contained in the introductory passages of the present 
memorandum, particularly that beginning on page four. 

The American Minister concluded his remarks by stating that his 
Government did not desire nor did it feel that it needed to enter at ihat 
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time into a more detailed discussion of the position taken by the Royal 
Egyptian Government in its Note of May 16, 1926. That position, 
refusing as it did to recognize as applicable the aforementioned prin- 
ciple of equal representation, was so evidently opposed to the views 
of his Government, such denial was so clearly contrary to the under- 
standing of the American Government both at and continuously since 
the time of its first adherence to the Mixed Courts, that it was felt that, 
before making any further observations with respect thereto, should 
such prove necessary, it was essential to request that the Egyptian Gov- 
ernment set forth at greater length and in greater detail the arguments 
which led it to the conclusions expressed in its Note of May 16, 1926. 
The American Minister requested, therefore, that His Excellency 
Sarwat Pasha furnish him in due course, for communication to his 
Government, with an expose of the evidence upon which was based the 
conclusion expressed in that Note with respect to Sir Henry Elliot’s 
letter. 

It is to be noted also that in response to the American Minister’s 
representations as set forth above Efis Excellency Sarwat Pa^a stat- 
ed that he thoroughly understood the position taken by the American 
Government and that, after taking up in due course with the Royal 
Egyptian Minister of Justice the various particular points raised 
by the American Minister, he would make appropriate reply. The 
Am erican Eegation has no record of any such reply having been 
made either orally or in writing. 

In addition to the foregoing recapitulation of the sense of the 
verbal reply made on March 28, 1927, to the Royal Ministry’s Note 
of May 16, 1926, it is believed to be pertinent to add at this time the 
following more detailed comment with respect to the statements made 
in the sixth paragraph of that Note. 

In the paragraph in question it is stated that “the Egyptian 
Government has always reserved to itself the right to choose freely 
among all the capitulatory and even non-capitulatory powers for the 
positions of judges created or to be created in the Court of Appeal 
and in the courts of first instance” and that ‘^this has been recognized 
in various correspondence between Egypt and the powers.” In this 
connection the Legation has the honor to state that diligent search 
has been made in its archives and in those of the Department of State, 
Washington, and that no record has been found of any correspond- 
ence between Egypt and the United States which thus contravenes 
the basic principle accepted as fundamental when by the Proclama- 
tion of the President dated March 27, 1876 the adherence of the 
United States was given to the judicial reform in Egypt. The Lega- 
tion desires, therefore, to reiterate the request made on March 28, 1927, 
by the American Minister, that it be furnished in due course, for 
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communication to the American Government, with copies of & 
papers which the Royal Ministry may believe necessary to a 
consideration of the question at issue. 

In the paragraph in question it is stated also that ‘‘at the beginnkg 
of the reform there were three Dutchmen and three Belgians in tie 
courts of first instance.” The American Government does not con- 
tra vert this fact. It desires to point out, however, that at that time, 
the United States had, as had each of the other six principal capita- 
latory powers, an aggregate representation of three judges, one on 
the appeal bench and two on the courts of first instance, such aggre- 
gate representation more than offsetting, in the opinion of the ^ 
American Government, the three first instance posts then held % 
Belgian and Dutch judges. 

The paragraph in question concludes by bringing out the fact that 
“later two Swiss judges were appointed although Switzerland is not 
a capitulatory country.” As the American Government has under- 
stood the circumstances of the nomination of these two Swiss judges 
and without wishing in any sense to comment on the legality of their 
appointment, the action in question was taken rather with a view to 
maintaining the principle of equality of representation than to de^ 
parting therefrom. It appears from the Legation’s current records 
of the period in question that there had been from 1900 onwards a 
considerable increase in the business of the Mixed Courts, with the 
result that the Egyptian Government was faced with a situation not 
unlike that which it is desired effectively to meet today. The Lega- 
tion’s records suggest that at first no new judges of first instance were 
appointed to meet this situation because of this principle of equal 
representation. The breaking up of the dual Monarchy of Norway 
and Sweden then appears to have afforded an opportunity for the 
appointment in 1907 of two new judges, a Norwegian and a Swede. 
And, two years later, the Legation’s records suggest that it was seen 
that further judges of first instance were required and that to meet 
the situation Switzerland was asked to designate first but one judge 
and later a second. 

883.05/303 : Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt {Grunther) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Cairo, May 10, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received 5 :12 p. mj 

29. Reference my despatch No. 174, April 19,®^ and previous. The 
Egyptian Prime Minister, who is acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Not printed. 
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yesterday informed me of his Government’s intention to present to the 
powers a proposal to extend jurisdiction of the Mixed Courts to all 
cases adjudged now by Consular Courts and to make the suggested 
constitution of a now chamber of five judges dependent upon the 
replies of the powers. However, he assured me in response to my full 
statement of the American position that every consideration would 
be given our desire for additional representation, if, as, and when 
there is constituted such a chamber. He reaflELrmed repeatedly his de- 
sire to please us and to meet American wishes, and his attitude was 
most sympathetic. 

Although the question of this new chamber is unlikely to come up 
before the autumn, I have explained very fully the American position 
to Lord Lloyd, the British High Commissioner. For the first time I 
found him frank in admitting his continued supposition that the 
United States did not sympathize with British policy and aims in 
Egypt. The acts of my predecessor were also repeatedly mentioned, 
but now I think he understands far better the American position, and, 
as a result of this conversation, Lord Lloyd has already discussed, as 
promised, our attitude in the matter of Mixed Courts with the British 
judicial adviser, Judge Booth. 

Gumthee 

883.06/304 : Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt {Chmther) to the SeGretary of Staie 

[Paraphrase] 

Cairo, May 11, 1929 — 12 a. m. [noon^, 
[Received May 11 — ^9 : 50 a. m.] 

32. My 29, May 10, 5 p. m. Following the conversation I had 
with liord Lloyd, I received a call from Judge Booth and learned 
from him of the extreme unlikelihood that there will be created a 
new chamber of appeals, with five judges. According to him,^ &e 
figures and facts of work now pending do not justify it; the British 
Government is of the view that a partial reference of consular cases 
first should be tried out prior to taking up any question of trans- 
ferring all consular jurisdiction; and both the Minister of Justice 
and Judge Booth strongly oppose creating a new chamber. 

The British judicial adviser stated that one of the present judges 
of first instance would retire by autumn and promised, in response 
to my representations, to support the appointment of an American 
judge to fill the vacancy. 

Gunther 
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883. 06/S05 : Telegram , 

, 'f' 

TTie Minister in Egypt {GhjuntTier') to the Secretary of State '} 

Axexandkia, June 3, 1920— 7 p. 

[Received Jime 3 — 3 : 55 p. 

40. I learn that Mixed Court of Appeals has just approved a 
posal to enlarge its personnel by oiie foreign judge who is to act a| 
general substitute for ill or absent colleagues handling also any sp^ 
cial cases which may be assigned to him. In my last conversation 
with Judge Booth the latter hinted to me that Judge Hourriet, 
Swiss President of the Cairo Courts, would probably be the judge 
chosen. I understand that this is now settled. I 

In view of the vacancy which will be thus created in October next, 
I venture to inquire for my general guidance whether in any further 
conversations with the judicial adviser or other Egyptian official^ 
you desire to take advantage of the former’s undertaking to suppott 
the nomination of an American judge for the Cairo vacancy? Thit 
promise of Judge Booth was reported to you in my No. 32, May. 
11, noon. ,. . . 

Gtoptbps^ 

883.05/306 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt {Gimther) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Cairo, June 12, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received June 12 — 3 p. m.] 

42. . . . 

I have not failed to continue pressing for additional American rep- 
resentation and now am happy to report: (1) I have received a 
personal letter from the judicial adviser. Judge Booth, stating that 
now he finds every disposition to accept the suggestion of an eventual 
appointment of a third American judge to the court of first instance 
at Cairo; (2) the Prime Minister informed me this morning that, 
responding to my personal representations to him, he had succeeded 
in obtaining the consent to appointment of another American judge 
to fill the vacancy I reported in my 40, June 3, 7 p- m. 

While an official communication in this sense has not reached me, 
may I suggest the desirability of seeking soon for three suitable 
nominees. If tentatively selected, a really competent judge would 
have time this summer to became sufficiently proficient in French (if 
not already so) by being ready to go to France for study during the 
summer months. 


Gitntheb 
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883.05/350 : Telegram 

The Minister im. Egypt {GhjurvtJier) to the Secretary of State 

CAiROy November 19, 1^9 — ^noon. 

[[Received 7:10 p. m.] 

69. My 68, November 14, 4 p. m.^ Am just in receipt of formal 
note from Minister of Foreign Ajiairs requesting nominations for 
Cairo appointment. Shall be asked informally in accordance with 
practice to indicate which candidate I consider best qualified. Hoes 
Department care to instruct me to this end? 

Gunther 


883.05/860 

The Abating Secretary of State to the Minister in Egypt {Gunther) 

No. 82 Washington, November 29, 1929. 

Sir : The Department has received your telegram No. 69, November 
19, noon, reporting the receipt of a formal note from the Egyptian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, requesting the nomination of American 
candidates for the existing vacancy among the foreign judges on the 
Mixed Court of First Instance at Cairo. 

With the approval of the President, this Government hereby nomi- 
nates for this position the following persons : 

Edward G. Hill of Louisville, Kentucky. 

George W. Kretzinger, Jr,, of Chicago, Illinois. 

Julian Wright of New York City. 

Biographies of each of these nominees, together with the names ot 
the persons who have recommended each to the Department, are 
enclosed.^® 

As soon as the Egyptian Government has signified its choice, it is 
desired that you inform the Department by telegraph in order that 
the successful candidate may be promptly advised,®® 

I am [etc.] J- P. Cotton 


PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EGYPTIAN CUSTOMS REGIME 
THROUGH LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

611 . 8331/7 

The Minister in Egypt (Gunther) to the Secretary of State 

No. 145 Cairo, February 20, 1929. 

[Received March 13.] 

Sir: Referring to my despatch No. 131 of January 30, 1929,®® and 
previous correspondence, I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy 


The Minister in Egypt, in telegram No. 13, J annary 21, 1930, reported : Decree 
appointing Wright published in Official Journal January 20th. I am informing 
him by telegraph.” (883.05/358.) 
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and translation of a Note, dated February 14th, received from tbi 
Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs in which the intention is set 
forth of the Egyptian Government to establish a new Egyptian, 
customs regime through legislative action, exception being made for 
the conclusion of conventions within the limits of the powers to he 
granted it under the law which will establish the said regime. 

It will be observed that on February 16, 1930, the Egyptian Govern- 
ment plans to allow to elapse such of t^ie “conventions which are still 
in force’’ and which accordingly serve as a basis for the treatment 
accorded the commerce of the United States of America. As far as 
I can ascertain, however, the only convention still in force is with 
Italy. 

I took occasion this morning to discuss this Note, the French of 
which is somewhat obscure, with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
He explained to me that the convention with Italy would expire on 
February 16th, next, and that instead of writing merely to Italy he 
had decided to send a circular Note to all the Powers. I asked him 
whether he meant to suggest by the Note in question that a commer- 
cial treaty be negotiated between us before that date and he replied 
in the affirmative and added that as a matter of fact he intended to 
submit to me in the near future a draft convention. 

I would suggest, however, if you concur, that instead of awaiting 
the Egyptian draft you furnish me with a counterdraft which could 
serve as a basis for any negotiations which you may instruct me to 
undertake. 

I have [etc.] Franklin* Mott Gunther 

[Enclosure — ^Translation] 

The Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs {Afifi) to the ArnMriom 

Minister {Gunther) 

No. 42.5/3(12) Cairo, February 14, 1929. 

Mr. Minister : I have the honor to bring to the knowledge of Tour 
Excellency that the Government of His Majesty the King of Egypt 
proposes to establish the Egyptian customs regime through legisla- 
tive action, exception being made for the conclusion of conventions 
within the limits of the powers to be granted it under the law which 
will establish the said regime. Up to now the Egyptian Government 
has proceeded solely by means of conventions, and the system of 
duties and taxes applicable to the navigation and commerce of the 
United States of America has been based, in accordance with the 

Convention of commerce and navigation signed at Alexandria, July 14, 1906; 
British and Foreign State Papers^ vol. o, p. 867. 
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protocol signed November 16, 1884,®® on the conventions concluded 
between Egypt and the other foreign powers. But the Boyal Gov- 
ernment plans, on the 16th of February 1930, to bring to an end those 
of these conventions which are still in force and which accordingly 
serve as a basis for the treatment accorded the commerce of the 
United States of America. As- a result of this, beginning with the 
following day, the schedule of duties and taxes which will be applied 
to the navigation and commerce of the United States of America will 
be fixed by the new laws to be promulgated, with, however, such ex- 
ceptions as may be introduced, within the limits of the powers grant- 
ed to the Royal Government by the legislation in question, through 
the conclusion of a convention between Egypt and ^e United States 
of America. 

I seize this occasion [etc,] The Minister for Foreign Affairs 

H, Arm 


611.8331/9 ; Tdlegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Egyyt {Wadm^orth) 

tParaphrase] 

WASBONCtTON, August 6, 1929 — 6 p. to- 
ss. Reference despatch No. 204, June 22f, from the IMinister.** 
While it is seriously doubted by the Department that the Egyptian 
Government has authority, under the capitulatory treaties and usage, 
to make new customs tariffs without obtaining consent of the capitu- 
latory powers, the Department would not wish, in the light of infor- 
mation available now, expressly to raise this issue should the other 
capitulatory powers not do so. Xou are desired to endeavor very 
discreetly to find out from your colleagues the attitudes their Govern- 
ments take on f.bis question and to telegraph the Department this in- 
formation. CkyrroiT 


611.8831/11 : Telegram 

The Charge in Egypt {Wadsworth) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

AmxANDEiA, August 16, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

[Received August 16 — 3 : 02 p. m-l 

50. Your 35, August 6, 6 p. m. With another Egyptian matter as 
a pretext for caUing, I have discussed with my principal colleagues 
the general situation and the proposed new tariff regime. 

The general tendency is, I find, to consider the Egyptian tariff 
thesis open to serious question if capitulatory principles are applied 
strictly. 

"MaUoy, Treaties, 1778-1909, vol. i, p. 442. 

“Not printed. 
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The British Acting High Commissioner and the French 
note that the reestablishment of 3 percent ad valorem import duties, b 
force formerly in the old Ottoman Empire, might be required ;*by 
the suggested strict interpretation. . , 

Although admitting the weakness of the Egyptian position, the 
Italian Minister recalled that the powers for some three years have 
been on notice regarding establishment in 1930 of a new tariff. TIfe 
tacit approval might almost be considered to have been sho^im. 
their intervening silence and by the generally sympathetic attitoit 
toward reform proposals. 

They all believe in a practical meeting of the situation and se^ to 
be willing for the conclusion of modus vivendi to accept the new tariff 
provisionally for a limited period. However, before taking a 
tive stand, they wish to examine the promised customs law and tariff 
schedules. 

• • • • • • , 

Owing to the anticipated provisional nature of the new tariff 
gime, my colleagues generally feel, I jdnd also, that it would not be 
wise to make an issue of the tariff question, in the light of the general 
situation and of the more important proposals to act upon capitula- 
tory reform as envisaged by the recent understanding between Egypt 
and Great Britain.®® I deem this position to be essentially sound* ,, 

Wadswoke? 

[A printed copy of the Egyptian draft customs law in French 
enclosed in despatch No. 307, December 19, 1929, from the Minister In 
Egypt (611.8331/14) . An English version of the draft customs sched- 
ules was enclosed in despatch No. 313, January 4, 1930 (611.8331/16)]. 

ASSENT BY THE UNITED STATES TO THE COLLECTION OP THE 
GAFFIR TAX FROM AMERICAN NATIONALS*® ^ 

883,6122/1 

The Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs {Afifi Pashay^ to the 
American Charge in Egypt {Wadsworth)^ 
[Translation! 

No. 48-2/1 (45 cir.) BuLKEiiEr, August 7, 1929. 

Mr. Cblajroe d’affaires: Referring to this Ministry’s circular 
No. 48-2/1 (2572) of March 20, 1924,®® transmitting to you the text 

** See Great Britain, Cmd. 3376, Egypt No. 1 (1929) : JEwchange of notes relatkig 
to proposals for an Anglo-Egyptian settlement. 

** For previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations^ 1924, vol. i, pp. 708 ft 
Hafez Afifi Bey’s promotion to tlie grade of Pasba was announced August 6, 
1929, while he was with the Egyptian Royal mission in Great Britain. 

** Copy transmitted to the Department hy the Chargd in Egypt In his despatch 
No. 252, August 26 ; received September 23, 1929. 

"“Foreign Relations. 1924. voL n n. 711- 
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of the Decree of February 16, 1924,^ relative to the coutributioa for 
ghaffirs, I have the honor to inform you that the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, after a renewed study of the question has deemed it preferable 
to apply, in regard to the contribution lor ghaffirs on the whole of 
the Egyptian territory, a uniform rate and to levy this contribution 
on the buildings and land subject to, or to be subjected to the 
tax on built-up property or to the land tax. 

Therefore, I am sending you herewith the text of the Decree 
which the Government proposes to promulgate^ and I have re- 
course to your obliging intervention to request of your Government 
that it be good enough to consent that the provisions of this Decree 
become applicable to citizens of the United States from January 
1st next. 

According to the terms of this Decree : — 

The ghaffir contribution shall be levied on the whole of the 
Egyptian territory on buildings and land subject to or to be sub- 
jected to the tax on built-up property or to the land tax. 

The amount of this contribution is fixed at 20% of the aimual 
amount of the tax and shall be levied at the same time as the quarterly 
installments of the tax and in accordance with the rules established 
for the collection thereof. 

The owner cannot in any case, and even temporarily, be held to the 
payment of a contribution exceeding that indicated above. 

In transmitting to you the proposed Decree, I am a^ed to assure 
you that no other contribution for supervision will be claimed by the 
Government, which, in return for this contribution intends to take 
charge of the entire cost of supervision of whatsoever nature it 
may be. 

It is, therefore, understood that should the Government think it 
necessary to reinforce the Ghaffir force [s] or to designate private 
watchmen for properties in certain localities, the cost thereof will 
be defrayed by the Treasury and that the contributor will not have 
to assume any part whatsoever of the expense thereof. 

Afi regards the collection of this contribution, the Government has 
adopted the same provisions as those relative to llie collection of taxes. 

I hope, Mr. ChargS d’Affaires, that your Govei^ent wiU recognke 
that this Decree is more in conformity with a fair distribution of the 
contribution for ghaffirs and that it will be w illin g to accept that it be 
applied to its nationals. 

Blindly accept [etc.] 

' The MiNifiKiEB xoa Fobecgost Aefaibs 


Not printed. 
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888.6122/3 ; Tdegram : ^ 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Egypt {Ovmther) ' 

Washington, October 8, 1929 — 2 , p. IQ. 

42. Tour despatch No. 252, August 26,“ regarding Gaffir Tai. In 
view of the eradication of the irregularities in the administration (rf 
this tax in the interior which existed in 1924: you may, if and 
other Powers enjoying capitulatory rights in Egypt consent to Ik 
collection of this tax from their nationals, inform the Egyptian Gov- 
ernment that this Government consents to the collection of the Qaffir 
tax from its nationals resident in Egypt effective from the date wkn 
notice of this Government’s consent is given to the Egyptian Govran- 
ment. 


883.5122/7 : Telegram 

The Minister in Egypt {Gunther) to the Secretary of Stati 

Cairo, November 22, 1929-TnQ!ai. 

[Received November 22 — 11 : 35 a. m.] 
70. Your 42, October 8, 2 p. m. Second note received from Egyptian 
Government requesting early reply in order that preliminary step may 
be taken for application of law as from January 1st. 

May I state my Government’s consent may be considered effective if • 
and when other powers consent? I would propose if you see no ob- 
jection at the same time to suggest redrafting of article number 2 to 
make it clear that tenant may only be held responsible for rent as due 
and to express hope that rural service be improved. The Frendi have 
already accepted and others are about to do so. 

GhjNrHE® 


883.5122/10 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Egypt {Gunther) 

Washington, December 5, 1929 — 3 p. m. 
51. Your 73, December 3, 10 a. m-“ Department perceives no ob- 
jection to your su^esting desirability of redrafting Article 2 of the 
GaflSr tax law in the interest of clarity. 

Stimson 


“ Despatch not printed ; for Its enclosure, see supra. 
“Not printed; it refers to telegram Na 70, supra. 
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883 . 6122/11 

The ATnerican Minister in Egypt {Gwnther) to the Egyptian Mirmtar 
for Foreign Affairs {Teghen Pasha)^ 

No. 170 Caibo, December 6, 1^9. 

ExcEiJLENGr : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Tour 
Excellency’s circular note No. 48-2/1 (cir. 81) of November 11, 1929,^ 
reminding me of the note which Your Excellency’s predecessor had 
addressed to the Charge d’ Affaires on August 7, last, communi- 
cating a draft decree relative to the Ghaffir Tax and requesting that 
the matter be submitted to my Government with a view to obtaining 
its consent to the application of the provisions of this decree to 
Americans residing in Egypt. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform Tour Excellency that my 
Government will be glad to give its consent to the application of the 
GhaflSr Tax to Americans resident in Egypt if and when the othmr 
powers enjoying capitulatory rights in Egypt consent thereto. 

I have the honor to invite Your Excellency’s consideration to the 
expediency of redrafting, in the interest of clarity. Article 2 of the 
above mentioned draft decree. As at present drafted, it is not per- 
fectly clear that the tenant could not be held liable for a greater pro- 
portion of his annual rental than that actually due at the moment 
when the owner of the property may default in the matter of the 
payment of the Ghaffir Tax. Your Excellency might wish to con- 
sider including a phrase in this Article to the effect that the tenant 
may only be held liable, at any time, for the actual amount of rental 
already due at that moment, that is to say, at the time the tax is 
collected. It is imderstood, of course, that the tenant may deduct the 
tax from the rental due to his landlord. 

In a recent informal conversation with His Excellency Waguih 
Pasha, he informed me that certain substantial improvements were 
being made in the Ghaffir service in the rural districts and that he 
felt that hereafter no one residing in the rural districts would have 
cause for complaint. As Your Excellency is undoubtedly aware, 
heretofore Am ericans having property or business interests in rural 
Egypt have found it necessary to employ their own independent 
guards. I know that it would be a source of gratification to my 
Government if in due course I might be acquainted with the meas- 
ures of improvement instituted by the Koyal Egyptian Government 
for communication to interested Americans. 

I avail myself [etc.] Fbaistbun Mott Gunther 

" Copy transmitted to the Department by the Minister In Egypt in his despatch 
No. 298, December 7, 1929 ; received January 3, 1930. 

" Not printed. 
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Foreign Affairs mformed tie American Minister in IW 
approTal by the capitulatory powers of the draft j 
(883 M/i 4 bnt k decree was not promulgated. In a note te 
Janoaiy 2«, 11, the Egyptian Minister for Foreim 

Kwdtheintentiontofwnlgate 

l(«m/ 20 ), TheSecretaryofStateinirtnctimiiS 

the new Egyptian law is even less testrictiye than that to ihi 
this Government miginally consented, yonr action in the matter fl 
iterating American consent] is approved,” (883.51/21), u.i 
K ^nlgated was pnUied on May 2, 11 , § 

)teljKo,43,] I' 
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TREATIES OP ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND ESTONIA, SIGNED AUGUST 27, 192% AND 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR SDIILAR TREATIES WITH LATVIA 


711.60il2A/l 

The Secretary of State to the Estonian Consul General in New York 
in Charge of Legation {^vtt'y- 


WASHnsroTON, April 16, 19^ 
Sib : I beg to transmit herewith for the consideration of your Gov- 
ernment and as a basis for negotiation a proposed draft of a treaty of 
arbitration between Estonia and the United States.^ 

The provisions of this draft operate to extend the policy of arbitra- 
tion enunciated in the arbitration conventions concluded in 1908 be- 
tween the United States and several other countries,* and are identical 
in effect with the provisions of the arbitration treaty rigned between 
the United States and France on February 6, 1928, a copy of which is 
also enclosed.* 

You will observe that Article I of the treaty with France does not 
appear in the draft submitted herewith. Its language was borrowed 
from the language of the Treaty for the Advancement of Peace signed 
in 1914,® and some question having arisen as to whether the new treaty 
affected the status of the Treaty of 1914, the matter has been resolved 
in the case of France by an exchange of notes * recording the under- 
standing of both Governments that the earlier conciliation treaty was 
in no way affected by the later arbitration treaty. In order to obviate 
further questions of this nature, however, it seemed desirable to avoid 
the incorporation in other arbitration treati^ of any portion of the 
language of the earlier conciliation treaties, where such treaties exist, 
and in such cases I have therefore proposed the elimination of Aitide I 
of the French treaty and amended Article H (which is Article I of 
the draft trananitted herewith) by substituting for the words “the 


* The samci mutatis mutandis, on April 6, 1928, to the Latvian Consul General 
in New York In charge of Legation (71L6(^12A/1). 

* Not printed : same as treaty signed August 27, 1929, p. 975. 

*Por Index references to treaties of 1908, see Foreign Retatums, 1908, p. 832; 
ibid., 1909, p. 676. 

*J6i<i.,1928, voI,n, p. 816. 

* Signed September 16, 1914, ibid., 1915, p. 380. 

* Dated March 1 and 5, 1928, ibid., 1928, voL n, p. 819. 
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above-mentioned Permanent International Commission” the 
‘‘the Permanent International Commission constituted pursuant to^ 
the applicable treaty of conciliation. As no such conciliation treaty 
is in force between Estonia and the United States, this latter formtda 
cannot of course be used. I have therefore made no mention in Article 
I of any Permanent International Commission referring instead to 
“an appropriate commission of conciliation”. The negotiation arid 
conclusion of an arbitration treaty can thus proceed independently kf 
negotiations with respect to a conciliation treaty. 

The Government of the United States would be pleased, however, to 
conclude with the Government of Estonia not only the arbitration 
treaty referred to above, but also a conciliation treaty modeled after 
the so-called Bryan treaties which were signed by the United States 
with many other countries in 1913 and 1914,'^ and I take this oppor- 
tunity to transmit for the consideration of your Government and aS a 
basis of negotiation a proposed draft of a treaty of conciliation iden- 
tical in effect with other treaties to which the United States is a parjy.* 

I feel that by adopting treaties such as those suggested herein we 
shall not only promote the friendly relations between the Peoples of 
our two countries, but also advance materially the cause of arbitratioh? 
and the pacific settlement of international disputes. If your Govern- 
ment concurs in my views and is prepared to negotiate treaties alon^ 
the lines of the two drafts transmitted herewith, I shall be glad to enter 
at once upon such discussions as may be necessary. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. E^EXiiOGd 


711.60il2A/4 

The Minister at Riga {Goleman^^ to the Secretary of State 

No. 5346 Biga, June 4, 1928. 

[Keceived June 18 J 

Sir : Referring to the Department’s Instruction No. 515, of April 17, 
1928,^® enclosing for the Legation’s information a copy of a note which 
was forwarded on April 16, 1928, to the Estonian Consul General in 
New York, transmitting, for the consideration of the Government of 
Estonia and as a basis for negotiation, drafts of a treaty of arbitration 
and of a treaty of conciliation between Estonia and the United States, 
I now have the honor to transmit herewith copies in quintuplicate of a 
Note, dated May 26, 1928, from the Estonian Foreign Office, in reply 
to the Department’s Note under reference. 

I have [etc.] F. W. B. Coleman 

^For index references to the Bryan treaties, see Foreign Relations^ 1914, p. 
1130 ; ma., 1915, p. 1328 ; ibid., 1916, p. 1007. 

* Not printed ; same as treaty signed August 27, 1929, p. 977- 

• Accredited to Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. 

“ Not printed. 
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[Sndosnrel 

The Estonian Assistant Minister for Foreign Affc&rs {SoTymAAt) to the 
American Minister {CoTsmcm) 

TAiiUNN, May 26, 1928. 

Toxm ExOTiJUENcr: With a Note dated April 16th, 1928, the Secre- 
tary of the Department of State of ihe United States of America was 
good enough to transmit, through agency of the Estonian Consul Gen- 
eral at New York, for the consideration of my Government two drafts 
as bases for negotiation of treaties of arbitration and conciliation be- 
tween Estonia and the United States of America. I am glad to be able 
now to inform Your Excellency that my Government entirely concurs 
in the views expressed by the Secretary of the Department of State that 
the adoption of treaties such as those suggested shall promote the 
friendly relations between the peoples of our two countries and advance 
the pacific settlement of international disputes. At the same time I 
have the honour to inform Your Excellency that my Government is 
quite prepared to negotiate treaties along the lines of the two drafts. 
The eventual alterations, which my Government may find appropriate 
to propound, I hope to be able to submit to Your Excellency for 
consideration at an early date. 

I avail myself [etc.] ScjSMjjyr 


711.60pl2A/7 

TTie Minister at Riga {Coleman) to the Secretary of State 

No. 5523 Eiga, August 28, 1928. 

[Received September 10.] 

Sxr: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Latvian 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Balodis, after a conference with the Estonian 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Rebane, asked me to come to him on the 24th 
of August. 

It seems that the two Ministers desire to follow a common policy 
in the making of international agreements and conventions and have 
so agreed in the matter of the Arbitration and Conciliation treaties 
submitted to them respectively by the Secretary. Perhaps it is for 
this reason that Mr. Balodis handed me the enclosed memorandum, 
unsigned, ‘‘privately and confidentially.” 

When I asked him if he would let me have the two texts which 
“the Latvian Government is ready to submit,” he stated that he could 
not do this without the consent of Mr. Rebane. What they both de- 
sired to know is whether the Department agreed in principle to the 
amendments suggested. 

323423-'^-43“““VOl. ii 70 
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While it is imderstood that the Secretary prefers uniformity m ai& 
text of these trades, the Memorandum is forwarded to the Iknasfc 
ment for its consideration. * 

I have [etc.] F. W. B. Colmoj^ 

[Bndosnre] 

T7ie Latviam Minister for Foreign Affairs {BcHodis) to the Ameriem 

Minister {Oolerrum) 

Memorandum 

DRAFT TREATT OF ARBITRATION BETWEEN LATVIA AND 'rmr. UNITED htatm 

Article I of the Draft provides for the settlement of disputes be- 
tween the Contracting Parties either by the Court of Arbitration 
constituted in accordance with the Hague Convention (1907) or by » 
competent tribunal. 

Taking into consideration that the Hague Convention defines m a 
detailed way the procedure to be followed for the constitution of the 
arbitration tribimal, f 

TaMng into consideration, on the other hand, that the above- 
mentioned Article of the Draft as submitted by the United States ' 
Government does in no way draw a line of discrimination between 
cases where recourse is to be taken to the Hague tribunal and cases 
to be settled by what is called a competent tribunal, 

The Latvian Government is of the opinion that a separate Article 
should be inserted in the Treaty defining the procedure to be followed 
for constituting such “competent tribunals”. 

If this suggestion meets with the approval of the American Govern- 
ment the Latvian Government is ready to submit a proposal as to the 
text of the respective Article following the international practice in 
this matter. 

DRAFT TEEATT OF CONCILIATION BETWEEN LATVIA AND tithi 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

In the opinion of the Latvian Government it would be advisable to 
amend Article 2 of the Draft by inserting adequate stipulations deal- 
ing with the case if the Contracting Parties do not reach agreement 
on the fifth member (superarbiter) of the Commission of Concihation. 

The Latvian Govermnent is ready to submit the respective text. 

Eiga, August 20, 1928. 
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T11.60il2A/7 ' 

TKe Secretccry of Stcube to the JUiTiisteT oi Riga, (jOoleiTUMh) 

No, 554 Washington, September 11, 1928. 

Sir : The Department has received your No. 5S46 of Jtme 4, 1928, 
and the enclosed copy of a note from the Estonian j^^sistant Idinister 
of Foreign Aflfairs. 

The Department is also in receipt of letters, dated April 12 and 
June 2, 1928, from the Latvian Consul General in New York,*^ in 
which he acknowledges receipt of the draft treaty of arbitration and 
the draft treaty of conciliation and expresses the friendly disposition 
of his Government to negotiate treaties on the basis of th^e drafts. 

This Government has now offered similar treaties of arbitration to 
thirty countries and similar treaties of conciliation to twenty coun- 
tries and has proceeded to the signature of eight arbitration treaties 
and five conciliation treaties. It is desirable that as large a number 
as possible of these treaties shall be signed before the convening of 
Congress on December 8rd, in order that they may be submitted to 
the Senate for its advice and consent. 

On the other hand, the Department desires to maintain as far as 
practicable the uniformity of this series of treaties and would avoid 
alterations at the suggestion of the other countries as far as pos- 
sible. It would avoid, through an appearance of too great anxiety in 
the matter, inviting other countries to feel that they can readily ob- 
tain changes in the draft treaties. 

Keeping the foregoing in mind, however, you are requested to make 
an effort to expedite the consideration of this matter by the Govern- 
ment of Estonia and the Government of Latvia and to encourage 
them to instruct their Consuls General in New York to proceed to 
signature at an early date. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. EuEUlogg 


711.e0pl2A/8 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister at Riga {Coleman) 

Washington, October 20, 1928 — 4: p. m. 

60. Your despatch No. 5523, August 28, 1928. 

1. Proposed additional article to arbitration treaty defining pro- 
cedure to be followed for constituting tribunal if reference is to other 
than The Hague Court of Arbitration seems unnecessary. The require- 
ment for a special agreement in each case affords opportunity to deter- 
mine procedure appropriate to the case. Please endeavor to dissuade 
the Latvian and Estonian Governments from insisting upon such an 
article. 


“ Neither printed. 
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2. Proposed amendment to conciliation treaty so as to provide a 
method of appointment of fifth member of Commission in the event 
that the Contracting Parties fail to reach an agreement on such mem- 
ber also seems unnecessary. It is believed that situation would not 
arise in which Governments would be unable to agree on an acceptable 
national of a third state. Please bring this view to the attention of 
Latvian and Estonian Governments. 

3. This Government desires that the treaties with Latvia and Estonia 
shall be uniform with those which it already has signed with othet 
coimtries. While the Department desires that you bear in mind the 
principle of uniformity and to a certain extent use this principle m 
argument, it also desires that the argument be based principally on 
the reasons stated in above paragraphs one and two. 


711.60pl2A/9 : Telegram 

The Charge at Riga {Susador-ff) to the Secretary of State 

Biga, November 6, 1928 — nooit' 
[Received 3 p. ml]' 

90. Department’s telegram 60, October 30 \20'\ 4 p. m. 1928, Com- 
petent Latvian Foreign Office official believes that Department’s argu- 
ments will probably remove Latvia’s objections but requests that Lega- 
tion ask Department for a list of countries which have already signed 
arbitration and conciliation treaties with United States identic with 
draft treaties proposed to Latvia. American Consul, Tallinn, reports 
that Secretary General of Estonian Foreign Office informed him that ' 
he did not see how the Department arguments could change Estonia!s 
viewpoint. He explained that Estonia proposed the first amendment 
because she is not a member of The Hague Court of Arbitration and the 
second amendment to avoid complications with Soviet Russia. In the 
Estonian-Soviet negotiations for a conciliation treaty the Soviet Gov- 
ernment proposed to Estonia a method of choosing a super-arbiter 
similar to that contained in Department’s draft and Estonian gov- 
ernment declined Russian proposal. Despatch follows in today’s 
pouch. As I shall probably go to Tallinn on November 11 Department 
may desire to send me further instructions before that date. 

SUSSDOKTF 

711.60pl2A/12 

The Charge at Riga (^Sussdorff) to the Secretary of State 

No. 5683 Riga, November 6, 1928. 

[Received November 20.} 
Sir : Referring to Mr. Coleman’s Confidential despatch No. 5523, 
of August 28, 1928, transmitting an unsigned memorandum froiid 
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Mr. Balo^, Latvian Minister for Foreign Affairs, concerning tlie 
vie-sra of the Latvian and Estonian Governments regarding drafts of 
Treaty of A^itration and of the Treaty of Conciliation between 
I^tvia and the United States, and to the Department’s telegram No. 
60, of October 20, 4 p m, 1928, in answer to this Memorandum, and 
confirming my telegram No. 90, of November 6, 12 noon, 1928, 1 now 
have the honor to report that I have taken up this matter again wi<h 
the I^tvian Foreign Office along the lines set forth in the Depart- 
ment s telegram under reference and that the American Consul at 
Tallinn has taken up the matter with the Estonian Government under 
instructions from the Legation. 

In this connection, I now have the honor to report that Mr. Olins, 
Chief of the Western Section of the Latvian Foreign Office, informed 
me on October 30, 1928, that in his opinion, the arguments now ad- 
vanced by the Am erican Government would probably be sufficient 
to remove^ Latvia’s objections. Mr. Olins requested, however, that 
the Legation ask the Department to furnish the Latvian Govern- 
ment with a list of the countries which have already signed Arbitra- 
tion and Conciliation Treaties with the United States. 

In a letter, dated October 30, 1928, copies of which are enclosed 
herewith, Mr. Carlson, American Consul at Tallinn, reports that Mr. 
Schmidt, Secretary-General of the Estonian Foreign Office, informed 
him on October 29 that ‘The did not see how the American Govern- 
ment’s latest arguments could change the Estonian view-point as set 
forth in Mr. Balodis’ memorandum.” Mr. Schmidt then explained 
Estonia’s reasons for proposing the amendments in question. These 
reasons are very clearly set forth in Mr. Carlson’s letter. 

In view of the objections advanced by the Estonian Government to 
signing the treaty of Conciliation and the treaty of Arbitration with 
the United States in their present form, I should appreciate further 
instructions from the Department. 

1 have [etc.] Louis Sussdorot, Jb. 

[Sinclosure] 

The Consul at T<dlinn {Carlson) to the Charge at Riga {Sussdorff) 

[Taumnn-, October 30, 1928.] 

Sir : The receipt is acknowledged of the Legation’s communication 
of October 25, 1928, enclosing copies of correspondence with regard 
to the treaty of arbitration and the treaty of conciliation between 
Esthonia and the United States, the conclusion of which is now under 
consideration. 

The information contained in the above communication was im- 
parted to Mr. Schmidt, the Esthonian Assistant Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, on October 29, 1928. 
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Mr. Schmidt was told that the Department desired that m 
of the above treaties with foreign countries as possible should Se 
signed before December 3, 1928, in order that they might be ready 
submission on that date to the United States Senate for its ad^^e 
and consideration. He was also informed of the Department^ 
that the treaties with Latvia and Esthonia should be uniform with 
those which have already been signed with other countries. 

Mr. Schmidt gave assurances in behalf of the Esthonian Foreji^ 
Office, of the desire o-f the Estonian Government to enter into ne^- 
tiations with the United States with the view of bringing about 
conclusion of the above treaties. , 

.He stated, however, that the treaties had been discussed by Esthouia 
and Latvia, and that it had been decided that they could not he 
accepted unless certain amendments thereto had been made, so as to ’ 
cover conditions which are peculiar to these two countries. 

Mr. Schmidt said that these amendments had been communicated 
to the American Legation at Riga by the Latvian Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Balodis. 

At this point the arguments of the Department with regard to 
proposed amendments were communicated to Mr. Schmidt, who, after 
having taken them into very careful consideration, said tiiat he would 
not see how these arguments could very well change the Esthonian 
point of view. He then explained Esthonia’s reasons for proposing 
the amendments in question. 

The first of these refers to the article in the draft of the arbitration 
treaty which makes provision for the settlement of disputes betwe^ 
the contracting parties either by The Hague Court of Arbitration, 
or by some other competent tribunal. In the memorandum submitted 
to the Legation by Foreign Minister Balodis, on August 20, 1928, the 
reference to this matter is limited to the procedure to be fallowed 
for constituting the competent tribunals which are mentioned above. 
Mr. Schmidt had nothing to say on this point. His remarks were 
confined solely to the effect which the fact that Estonia is not a 
member of The Hague Court of Arbitration would have on the 
application of the treaty in question. 

Questions referred to The Hague Court, he said, would be settled 
by judges selected from lists prepared by the above Court. The 
United States, being a member of the Court, would be able to place 
its own judges in this list. Estonia, not being a member, could not 
do this. Hence Estonia would be at a disadvantage as compared with 
the United States. 
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For tWs reason, E^onia coidd not very weU accept tbe proposed 
arbitration treaty until an amendment had been included to offset this 
disadvantage. 

Speaking of the proposed amendment to the draft lareaty of concilia- 
tion, hlr. Sc hmi dt explained that this was based entirely on Estonia’s 
relations with Soviet Russia and, especially, to the non-aggression pact 
negotiations which Estonia has been carrying on with Soviet Ruggjft 
for almost two years. Estonia’s objections to the non-aggression pact 
with the TJ. S. S. R., center in the proposals made by the latter country 
with respect to the selection of a **super-arbiter” in cases of disputes. 
These, according to Mr. Schmidt, are almost identical with those now 
being made to Estonia in the draft treaty of conciliation under 
consideration. 

For more than two years Estonia has con^stently declined to accept 
the Soviet suggestions as to the selection of a super-arbiter on the 
grounds that by reason of the absence of exact terminology as to the 
procedure to be followed in the selection of the super-arbiter, Estonia 
could not be certain that this position would always be by a 
neutral judge. 

Mr. Schmidt admitted the correctness of the Department’s ai^u- 
ment which i^ads as follows : “It is believed that a situation would 
not arise in which the two Governments would be unable to agree 
on an acceptable national of a third State.” 

However, Estonia could not very well grant to the United States 
an arrangement which it has declined to concede to Soviet Russia. 

The question centers around one of the most vital points in h^tonia’s 
present foreign policy, said Mr. Schmidt. The Estonian Govern- 
ment must exercise very great care in this matter, and must not per- 
mit itself to be placed in a position where it is subject to attack on 
the part of Soviet Russia on the charge of lack of consistency in its 
foreign policies. 

Mr. Schmidt assured the Consulate that the Estonian Government 
would be most happy to enter into relations with the United States 
Government along the lines outlined in the draft treaties imder con- 
sideration, but that this could not well be done until the amendments 
suggested by Estonia had been given due consideration. 

The Consulate did not endeavor to urge Mr. Schmidt to accept the 
Department’s points of view. Mr. Schmidt was informed that the 
reasons he had advanced would be communicated to the American 
Legation at Riga. 

Very respectfully yours, Habbt E. Cabisok 
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711.60pl2AAl : Td«graai 

The Aetmg Secretary of State to the Charge at Eiga 

Washington, November 10, 1928— 8 p. 

63. Your 90, November 6, noon. 

1. Arbitration and conciliation treaties similar to those propg^ 
to Latvia have been signed during current year with 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Germany and Poland, 
tion treaties alone have been signed with Denmark, France, 
and Sweden. See Monthly Political Eeport, May-June, 1928.“ 

2. Estonia’s not being member of Hague Court does not inter^eie 
with inclusion of complete provision in regard to procedure in % 
special agreement provided for in each case. This is covered % 
“provide for the organization etc., . . . and settle the terms of retfe- 
ence”, in article 1 of draft. 

3. Fifth member of commission provided for in draft of concilia* 
tion treaty would in no sense be a “super-arbiter”. He would be pa 
same footing as, and would have no power not possessed by, 
other members of commission. Difficult to perceive more reasonable 
method of choosing members of the Commission. Endeavor tp ob- 
tain Estonia’s acquiescence but you need not refuse to receive specific 
alternative proposals for transmission to your Government. 

Olabe 


T11.60112A/12 

The Charge at Riga {Suasdorff) to the Secretary of State 

No. 5805 Eiga, January 2, 1929. 

[Eeceived January 18,] 
Sir : Eeferring to my Confidential Despatch No. 5683 of November 
6, 1928, concerning the views of the Latvian and Estonian Govern- 
ments regarding drafts of the Treaty of Arbitration and of the 
Treaty of Conciliation between Latvia and Estonia and the United 
States, and to the Department’s telegram No. 63, of November 10, 
3 p. m., 1928, I now have the honor to transmit herewith copies in 
quintuplicate of a Note dated December 17, 1928, from the Estonian 
Jdinistry of Foreign Affairs concerning the draft Treaty of Arbi- 
tration. 

I have [etc.] Louis Sxjbsdobtp, Jr. 


“ Not printed. 
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[Enclosure — Translation] 

TTi& Estonian A^ssistant Minister for Foreign Affairs (Schmidt) to the 
American Charge (Sussdorff) 

9468 Taixink, December 17, 1928* 

Monsieur ue Cblarge d’Aefaires : With reference to the conversation 
which I had with you during your stay lately at Tallinn on the subject 
of the Arbitration and Conciliation draft Treaties between Estonia and 
the United States, I have the honour to request you to recommend to 
your Government’s consideration the following point with regard to 
the draft Treaty of Arbitration. 

Article 1 of this draft Treaty provides that all differences character- 
ized in the same article shall be submitted to the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration established by the Convention concluded at the Hague 
on October 18th, 1907, or to some other competent tribunal, as shall be 
decided in each case by special agreement. In connection with this 
provision I allow myself to draw your attention to the fact that Estonia 
has not adhered to the above-named Convention. The Estonian Gov- 
ernment, therefore, finds that it cannot pledge itself to submit a differ- 
ence to a court, in the election of the judges of which it does not par- 
ticipate, and considers itself to be entitled to declare in each case, in 
accordance with the provision referred to above, that it desires to 
submit the difference to some other competent tribunal beside the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

I should be much obliged to ascertain whether your Government 
concurs in this standpoint adopted by the Estonian Government with 
regard to the interpretation of the draft Treaty. 

I avail myself [etc.] A. Schmidt 


711.60il2A/13 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister at Riga (Gotenum)^^ 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington, J anuary 30, 1929 — 8 p- m. 
5. Tour despatch No. 5805 and enclosed note regarding arbitration 

treaty. . 

1. This Government is entirely willing to construe article I so as 
not to require that cases be referred to the Hague Permanent Court of 
Arbitration as long as Estonia does not become a party to the conven- 
tion by which that Court is established. 

2. The Department does not understand that the Estonian Govern- 
ment asks that the text of the article be changed. 

EjBILIiOGG 


^ The position of the department as set forth in this telegram was commnnl- 
cate^to ?SfEs?onLn Minister f- note from tie American 
Minister, dated March 27, 1«29 ; not printed (TII. 6 O 1 I 2 A./I 6 ). 
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711.60pl2A/16 

The Minister at Riga (Oolemcm) to the Seoretary of 8taU 

No. 6203 Riga, June 11 , 1929 . 

[Received July ^ 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s telegram No. 5 
of January 30, 3 pm., 1929, and to the Legation’s despatch No. 608% 
of April 20, 1929,^®^ concerning the drafts of the treaties of Arbitraticft 
and of Conciliation to be concluded between Latvia and Estonia 
respectively, and the United States, and to enclose herewith copies 
of a Note dated May 29, 1929, from the Legation to the Latvian 
Foreign OflBice, and of the latter’s reply, dated June 3 , 1929. 

I have [etc.] F. W. B. Colemait 

[Enclosure 1] 

The American Minister {Coleman^ to the Latvi/m Mimster of 
Foreign Affairs {Balodis) 

Riga, May 29, 1929* 

Excellency : I have the honor to refer to the Memorandum of th^ 
Latvian Government, dated August 29 {20 , 1928, as well as to sub- 
sequent correspondence and conversations concerning the draft Treaty 
of Arbitration between Latvia and the United States of America. 

In order to remove the objections which the Latvian Government 
has heretofore raised in this connection, and to facilitate the signature 
of the treaty in its proposed form, I now have the honor to inform 
Your Excellency that, should the Latvian Government consider itself 
to be entitled to declare that it desired to submit any difference which 
might arise, as described in Article I of the Treaty, to some competent 
tribunal other than the Permanent Cburt of Arbitration at the Hague, 
my Government is prepared to agree to this condition. 

I avail myself [etc.] [File copy not signed] 

[Enclosure 2] 

The Latvian Minister for Foreign Affairs (Balodis) to the Ameriom 

Minister (Coleman) 

Riga, June 3, 1929. 

Excellency : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Note of May 29th, 1929, concerning the draft Treaty of Arbitration 
between Latvia and the United States of America. 

In reply, I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the 
Latvian Government considers itself entitled to declare that it de- 
sires to submit any difference which might arise, as described in 


Latter not printed. 
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Article 1 of the Treaty, to some competent tribunal other thaix the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration at the Hague. 

I avail myself [etc.] A. Bajxh>xs 


Treaty Series No. 816 

Arhitration Treaty Between the United States of Amerioa and 
Estonia^ Signed at Tallinn^ August ^7, 1^9 


The President of the United States of America and the Head of the 
Estonian Republic, 

Determined to prevent so far as in their power lies any interrup- 
tion in the peaceful relations that have always existed between the 
two nations; 

Desirous of reaffirming their adherence to the policy of submitting 
to impartial decision aU justiciable controvermes that may arise 
between them ; and 

Eager by their example not only to demonstrate their condemnation 
of war as an instrument of national policy in their mutual relations, 
but also to hasten the time when the perfection of international 
arrangements for the pacific settlement of international disputes 
shall have eliminated forever the possibility of war among any of the 

Powers of the world ; j js xx. 4 . 

Have decided to conclude a treaty of arbitration and for that 
purpose they have appointed as their respective Plenipotentiaries: 


The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. F. W. B. Coleman, Envoy Extraordmary and Mmister Bieni- 

potentiary , ^ 

The Head of the Estoman Repubhc: 

Mr. J. Lattik, Mmister for Foreign Affairs, 


who having communicated to one another their ^ powers found 
in good and due form, have agreed upon the following artides : 


Aencm I 

All differences relating to international matters in which the High 
Contracting Parties are concerned by virtue of a claim of rigM made 
bv one against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it h^ not 
b«sn possible to adjust by diplomacy, which have not been adjus^ 
as a result of reference to an appropriate commssion of concilia- 
tion, and which are justiciable in their nature by reason of bemg 

President, June 25, 1930. 
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susceptible of decision by the application of the principles of W 
or equity, shall by [&e] submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbi 
tration established at the Hague by the Convention of October 18 
1907, or to some other competent tribunal, as shall be decided in eadi 
case by special agreement, which special agreement sbal l provide tot 
the organization of such tribunal if necessary, define its powm 
state the question or questions at issue, and settle the terms 
reference. 

The special agreement in each ease shall be made on the part of 
the United States of Ajtnerica by the President of the United States 
of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof 
and on the part of Estonia in accordance with its constitutional laws! 

Abticujb II 

The provisions of this treaty shall not be invoked in respect of 
any dispute the subject matter of which 

(a) is witiun the domestic jurisdiction of either of the High Com 
tracting Parties, 

(5) involves the interests of third Parties, 

(o) depends upon or involves the maintenance of the traditional 
attitude of the United States concerning American questions, com- 
monly described as the Monroe Doctrine, 

(<Z) depends upon or involves the observance of the obligations of 
Estonia in accordance with the Covenant of the League of Nations. 

AlEhclb III 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof and by Estonia in accordance with its constitutional laws. 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith thereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English language and hereunto affix their 
seals. 

Done at Tallinn the 27th day of August in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty nine. 

F. W. B. Coleman J. Latiik 

[seal] [seal] 



ESTONIA 


977 


Treaty Series No. 817 


Coi^iatitm Trecay Between the United StcOea of America and 
Estonia, Signed at TalUrin, August S7, 19Z9 “ 


of tie United States of America and the Head of 
the Estonian Eepubhc, bemg desirous to strengthen the Ixmds of 
amity and bind them together and also to advance the cause of 
general peace, have resolved to enter into a treaty for that purpose, 
and to that end have appointed as their plenipotentiaries: 


States of America : 

potent^ry * ^ Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 

The Head of the Estonian Republic : 

Mr. J. Lattik, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, foimd to be in proper form, have agreed upon and concluded 
the following articles: 


ARTicaua I 


Any disputes arising between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Estonia, of whatever nature they 
may be, shall, when ordinary diplomatic proceedings have failed and 
the High Contracting Parties do not have recourse to adjudication 
by a competent tribunal, be submitted for investigation and report 
to a permanent International Commission constituted in the manner 
prescribed in the next succeeding Article; and they agree not to 
declare war or begin hostilities during such investigation and before 
the report is submitted. 

AnxiciiB H 


The International Commission shall be composed of five members, 
to be appointed as follows: One member shall be chosen from each 
country, by the Government thereof; one member shall be chosen by 
each Government from some third country ; the fifth member ghnlT be 
chosen by common agreement between the two Governments, it being 
understood that he shall not be a citizen of either country. The 
expenses of the Commission shall be paid by the two Governments in 
equal proportions. 

The International Commission shall be appointed within six 
months after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and vacan- 

“ Ratlflcatlon advised by the Senate, January 20, 1930 (legiSlatiTe day ot 
January 6, 1930) ; ratified by the President, January 23, IteO ; ratified by Estonia, 
May 13, 1930 ; ratifications exchanged at Washington, June 18, 1930 ; proclaimed 
by the President, June 25, 1930. 
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cies shall be filled according to the manner of the original appokt^ 
ment. ’ 

Arttclb hi 

In case the High Contracting Parties shall have failed to adjust 
a dispute by diplomatic methods, and they do not have recourse ^ 
adjudication by a competent tribunal, they shall at once refer it h 
the International Commission for investigation and report. The 
International Commission may, however, spontaneously by unani- 
mous agreement offer its services to that effect, and in such case it 
shall notify both Governments and request their cooperation ia the 
investigation. 

The High Contracting Parties agree to furnish the Pennaneui 
International Commission with all the means and facilities required 
for its investigation and report. 

The report of the Commission shall be completed within one yekr 
after the date on which it shall declare its investigation to haye 
begun, unless the High Contracting Parties shall limit or extend the 
time by mutual agreement. The report shall be prepared in tripli- 
cate ; one copy shall be presented to each Government, and the third 
retained by the Commission for its files. 

The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to act independ- 
ently on the subject matter of the dispute after the report of the 
Commission shall have been submitted. 

Article TV* 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof, and by Estonia in accordance with its constitutional laws. 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith thereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English language and hereunto affibc their 
seals. 

Done at Tallinn the 27th day of August in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty nine. 

F. W. B. Coleman J. Lattik 

[seal] [seal] 
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711.60pl2A/17 

The Minister at Riga {Coleman) to the Seereta/ry of Staie 

No. 6399 Biga, September 10, 1^. 

Sm: Eef erring to my despatch No. 6386, of September 9, 1929,“ 
transmitting copies of the Treaty of Arbitration and the Treaty of 
Conciliation between the United States and Estonia signed at Tallinn 
on August 27, 1929, I have the honor to report that in accordance 
with the Department’s instructions the Legation has taken up the 
question of similar treaties with the Latvian Foreign Offi(» on 
several occasions during the last few months. Mr. Feldman, Chief 
of the Western Section of the Latvian Foreign Office, who is charged 
primarily with studying this question, informed a member of my 
staff recently that the Latvian Foreign Office has no objection to the 
two treaties in their present form. Mr. Feldman stated, however, 
that before the Latvian Government signs these treaties it desires 
to secure the authorization of the Latvian Saeima for I^tvia to ad- 
here to the Optional Clause of the Hague Statute. The whole ques- 
tion is now being discussed with the Commission on Foreign Kela- 
tions of the Saeima. As soon as authorization to adhere to the op- 
tional clause has been obtained, the Latvian Government will be pre- 
pared to sign the Treaty of Arbitration and the Treaty of Conciliation 
with the United States “ as well as several similar treaties with for- 
eign countries. Mr. Feldman stated that this would probably be m 
two or three months. 

I have [etc.] F. W. B. Coisjcan 

^®Not printed. 

Treaties of arbitration and conciliation, the same, mutatis as those 

with Estonia, were signed by the United States with Ijatvia January 14, 1980 
(Department of State Treaty Series, Nos. 818 and 819). 
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TREATIES OF ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION BETWEEN Tin? 

UNITED STATES AND ETHIOPIA, SIGNED JANUARY 26, 1929 

711.8412A/4 

TTie Acting Beoretary of State to the Minister in Ethiopia 

{Southard^) 

N'o. 15 Washington, September 10, 1928. 

Sir: Pursuant to its policy of entering into treaties of arbitration 
and of conciliation with practically all countries, this Government 
now desires to propose to the Government of Ethiopia the con- 
clusion of such treaties. You are, accordingly, requested, unless yon 
perceive objection, to transmit to the appropriate official of the 
Ethiopian Government the enclosed draft texts of such treaties. In 
order to conform to the type of note used by the Department in 
proposing similar treaties to other Governments, through their repre- 
sentatives at Washington, it is suggested that you may wish to trans- 
mit the draft treaties with a covering note substantially as foUoTO: 

Under instructions from my Government, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith for the consideration of the Government of 
Ethiopia, and as a basis for negotiation, drafts of treaties of arbi- 
tration and of conciliation between the United States and Ethiopia. 

Both of the proposed treaties are identical in effect with treaties 
of arbitration and of conciliation which were signed at Washington 
on May 5, 1928, by representatives of the United States and Germany,^ 
and with similar treaties which have recently been concluded between 
the United States and other countries. The draft arbitration 
treaty resembles in some resi^ects the arbitration treaties concluded 
between the United States and many countries beginning in 1908, but 
represents, in the opinion of my Government, a definite advance over 
the earlier formula. Substantially in the form submitted herewith, 
treaties have, during the last few months, been signed by the United 
States with France, Italy, Germany, Denmark, Finland, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, respectively. 

^ The draft conciliation treaty is in all respects similar to the con- 
ciliation treaties negotiated in 1913 by my Government and made ef- 
fective with many countries. During recent months such treaties 
have been signed by the United States with Germany, Finland, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia and Poland, respectively. 

* Foreign Relational 1928, vol. n, p. 867. 
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My Government feels ^at the United States and Ethiopia have 
an opportunity, by adopting treaties such as those sugg^ted herein, 
not only to promote friendly relations between the peoples of the 
two countrie^ but also to advance materially the cause of arbitration 
and the pacific settlement of international disputes. If the Govern- 
ment of Ethiopia concurs in this view and is prepared to n^otiate 
treaties along the lines of the two drafts transmitted herewith, I 
shall be glad to enter at once upon such discussions as may be 
necessary. 

I am [etc.] J. Eieuhen Glabb:, Jr. 


711.8412 A/6 ; Telesram 

The MvndsteT in Ethiopia {Southard) to the Secretary of State 

Addis Ababa, December 19, 1928 — 4 p. m. 

[Eeceived December 20 — 6:38 a. m.] 

Government of Ethiopia is prepared to sign and ratiJfy treaty 
of conciliation and the treaty of arbitration with the following 
changes : 

King Tafari’s name to be included in all places with that of the 
Empress. In the last paragraph of each treaty replace the words 
“English language” with the words “English and Amharic lan- 
guages.” I request approval of these changes and authorization to 
proceed with the preparation of the copies of the treaties for the 
Bang’s signature and ratification, 

Southabd 


711.8412 A/7 : Telegram 

The Seoretary of State to the Minister in Ethiopia {Southard 

Washington, December 28, 1928 — ^5 p, m. 

27. Your December 19, 4 p. m. No objection to changes you men- 
tion but you should satisfy yourself that Amharic texts correspond 
substantially with English texts. President’s full powers dated De- 
cember 21 authorizing you to sign the two conventions go to you by 
first mail. A sir recognition of this cabled notification of issuance as 
sufficient authority for you to sign pending receipt of autographed 
powers. Each treaty should be in two originals and altemat observed. 
See Chapter 9, Section 2, Instructions to Diplomatic Officers. 

EIeixoqo 


828423 — 43 — ^vol. n 71 
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Treaty Series No. 799 ^ 

ArbitraUon Treaty Between the United States of America ani ' 
Ethiopia, Signed ai Addis Ahaha, January 19 Z 9 ^ 

■ ■ ‘ii 

The President of the United States of America and Hih Majesty 
King Tafari, Heir Apparent to the Throne and Regent Plenipotentiary ! 
of the Empire of Ethiopia, on behalf of her Imperial Majesty, Zeoditai a 
E mpress of Ethiopia, and of himself, , ^ 

Determined to prevent so far as in their power lies any interruptioj 
in the peaceful relations now happily existing between the two natioDs; 

Desirous of reaffirming their adherence to the policy of submitting 
to impartial decision all justiciable controversies that may arise , 
between them ; and 

Eager by their example not only to demonstrate their condemna- 
tion of war as an instrument of national policy in their mutual rela- 
tions, but also to hasten the time when the perfection of international 
arrangements for the pacific settlement of international disputes shall 
have eliminated forever the possibility of war among any of the 
Powers of the world ; 

Have decided to conclude a treaty of arbitration and for that 
purpose they have designated as their respective Plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States of America; Mr. Addison E. 
Southard, Minister Resident and Consul General of the United 
States of America in Ethiopia ; 

His Majesty, Bang Tafari, Heir Apparent to the Throne and Regent 
Plenipotentiary of the Empire of Ethiopia, on behalf of Her Imperial 
Majesty, Zeoditu, Empress of Ethiopia, and of himself; 

Who, having communicated to one another their full powers found 
to be in good and due form, have agreed upon and concluded the 
following articles: 

Abticub I 

All differences relating to international matters in which the High 
Contracting Parties are concerned by virtue of a claim of right made 
by one against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it has not 
been possible to adjust by diplomacy, which have not been adjusted 
as a result of reference to an appropriate commission of conciliation, 
and which are justiciable in their nature by reason of being susceptible 
of decision by the application of the principles of law or equity, shall 
be submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration established at 

* In English and Amharic ; Amharlc text not printed. Ratification advised 
by the Senate, May 22 (legisiative day of May 16), 1929; ratified by the Presi- 
dent, May 28, 1929 ; ratifications exchanged at Addis Ababa, August 6, 1929 ; 
proclaimed by the President, August 7, 1929. 
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The Hague by the Convention of October 18, 1907, or to some other 
competent tribunal, as shall be decided in each case by special agree- 
ment, which special agreement shall provide, if necessary, for the 
organization of such tribunal, shall define its powers, shall state the 
question or questions at issue, and shall settle the terms of reference. 

The special agreement in each case shall be made on the part of 
the United States of America by the President of the United States 
of America by and with the advice and con^nt of the Senate thereof, 
and on the part of Ethiopia in accordance with its constitutional law. 

Article H 

The provisions of this treaty shall not be invoked in respect of any 
dispute the subject matter of which 

(а) is within the domestic jurisdiction of either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties, 

(б) involves the interests of third Parties, 

(c) depends upon or involves the maintenance of the traditional 
attitude of the United States concerning Am erican questions, com- 
monly described as the Monroe Doctrine, 

(d) depends upon or involves the observance of the obligations of 
Ethiopia in accordance with the Covenant of the League of Nations. 

AjEcnciUE HI 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof and by His Majesty, Eling Tafari, Heir Apparent to the 
Throne and Regent Plenipotentiary of the Empire of Ethiopia, on 
behalf of her Imperial Majesty, Zeoditu, Empress of Ethiopia, and 
of himself, in accordance with Ethiopian constitutional law. 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Addis Ababa as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English and Amharic languages, and here- 
unto affix their seals. 

Done in duplicate at Addis Ababa on the twenty-sixth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-nine. 

[seal] Addison- E. Southard 
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Treaty Series No. 800 r 

Gonoiliation Treaty Between the United States of America and 
Ethiopia^ Signed at Addis Ahaha^ January 1929 ^ 

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty 
King Tafari, Heir Apparent to the Throne and Regent Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Empire of Ethiopia, on behalf of Her Imperial Majesty, 
Zeoditu, Empress of Ethiopia, and of himself, being desirous to 
strengthen the bonds of amity that bind them together and also to 
advance the cause of general peace, have resolved to enter into a 
treaty for that purpose. 

The President of the United States of America has appointed as his 
plenipotentiary Mr. Addison E. Southard, Minister Resident and 
Consul General of the United States of America in Ethiopia. 

His Majesty, King Tafari, Heir Apparent to the Throne and Regent 
Plenipotentiary of the Empire of Ethiopia, has been designated pleni- 
potentiary to sign and ratify on behalf of Her Imperial Majesty, 
Zeoditu, Empress of Ethiopia, and of himself . 

They, having communicated to one another their full powers, found 
to be in good and due form, have agreed upon and concluded the 
following articles : ' 

AnncnB I 

Any disputes arising between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of Ethiopia of whatever nature they 
may be, shall, when ordinary diplomatic proceedings have failed and 
the High Contracting Parties do not have recourse to adjudication by 
a competent tribunal, be submitted for investigation and report to a 
Permanent International Commission constituted in the manner pre- 
scribed in the next succeeding Article ; the High Contracting Parties 
agree not to declare war or begin hostilities during such investigation 
and before the report is submitted. 

ARncnc H 

The International Commission shall be composed of five members, 
to be appointed as follows: One member shall be chosen from each 
country, by the Government thereof; one member shall be chosen 
by each Government from some third country ; the fifth member shall 
be chosen by common agreement between the two Governments, it 
being understood that he shall not be a citizen of either coimtry. 
The expenses of the Commission shall be paid by the two Governments 
in equal proportions. 

■ In £3ngli^ and Amliarlc ; Ambarlc text not printed. Ratification advised by 
the Senate, May 22 (legislative day of May 16), 1929; ratified by the President 
May 28. 1929 ; ratifications exchanged at Addis Ababa, August 6, 1929; proclaimed 
by the President, August 7, 1929. 
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The International Commission shall be appointed within six months 
after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty j and vacancies shall 
be filled according to the maimer of the original appointment. 

Abticle hi 

In case the High Contracting Parties shall have failed to adjust a 
dispute by diplomatic methods, and they do not have recourse to 
adjudication by a competent tribunal, they shall at once refer it to 
the International Commission for investigation and report. The 
International Commission may, however, spontaneously by unani- 
mous agreement offer its services to that effect, and in such case it 
shall notify both Governments and request their cooperation in the 
investigation. 

The High Contracting Parties agree to fumidi the Permanent 
International Commission with all the means and facilities required 
for its investigation and report. 

The report of the Commission shall be completed within one year 
after the date on which it shall declare its investigation to have begun, 
unless the High Contracting Parties shall shorten or extend the time 
by mutual agreement. The report shall be prepared in triplicate; 
one copy shall be presented to each Government, and the third retained 
by the Commission for its fiiles. 

The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to act independently 
on the subject matter of the dispute after the report of the Commission 
shall have been submitted. 


AnncnE IV 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof, and by His Majesty, King Tafari, Heir Apparent to the 
Throne and Regent Plenipotentiary of the Empire of Ethiopia, on 
behalf of Her Imperial Majesty, Zeoditu, Empress of Ethiopia, and 
of himself, in accordance with Ethiopian constitutional law. 

The ratifications shall be exchanged at Addis Ababa as soon as 
possible, and the treaty shall take effect on the date of the exchange 
of the ratifications. It shall thereafter remain in force continuously 
unless and until terminated by one year’s written notice given by 
either High Contracting Party to the other. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
treaty in duplicate in the English and Amharic languages, and here- 
unto affix their seals. 

Done in duplicate at Addis Ababa on the twenty-sixth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-nine. 

[sEAIj] AuDISON E- SoXJTHABn 
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PROPOSED COURT IN ETHIOPIA TO HAVE JURISDICTION OVER' 

FOREIGN NATIONALS 

' 5 I i f' 

884.05/6 : T^egram ' 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Ethiopia {Southard) 

EParaphrase] 

Washingtok, August 10, 1929—1 p. 

38. Reference your despatch No. 179, April 10.^ While establish- 
ment in Ethiopia of a court having jurisdiction over foreign nationals 
would, in principle, be agreeable to the Department, it believes the pro- 
posal of the Diplomatic Corps at Addis Ababa needs further redrafting 
and consideration. 

Prior to preparing definite instructions, the Department would 
like to be informed of the attitude of the other powers interested. 
You should discreetly endeavor to ascertain this from your colleagues. 

COTTOK 


884.05/7 

The Minister in Ethiopia {SoutTucrd) to the Secretary of State 

No. 241 Annis Ababa, August 14, 1929. 

[Received September 18,] 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Department’s 
telegraphic instruction No. 38 of August 10th, 1:00 p. m., 1929, ex- 
pressing the opinion that the proposal for a special court here by the 
local Diplomatic Corps, as previously submitted to the Department, 
required further consideration and redrafting before the issuance 
of definite instructions to this Legation. I am directed to ascertain 
the attitude of the other interested powers by means of discreet inquiry 
among my colleagues. 

My colleagues of Britain, France, Italy, Germany, and Belgium, 
all inform me that their respective governments promptly approved 
the project forwarded with the Legation’s No. 179 of April 10th, 1929.^ 
The above governments are all represented here by full Ministers 
who naturally take the initiative in such matters but also, as a matter 
of courtesy, consult their lesser colleagues. The career Consul who 
represents Egypt here has indicated the approval of his government. 
The Honorary Consul General of Greece, who is always consulted 
because of the comparative size and importance of the Greek colony 
here, has indicated the approval of his government. The local repre- 
sentatives of Turkey, Sweden and Austria, who are honorary Consuls, 
are understood not to have been consulted. I long since informed 


‘Not printed. 
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my colleagues that no approval had been received from my govern- 
ment but that in the absence of instructions to the contrary I did not 
anticipate any serious objections. 

On the basis of the above the written proposal for a reorganized 
special court has already been submitted to the Ethiopian Government 
in practically the form transmitted with the Legation’s despatch of 
April 10th, 1929. I am at once informing the Dean of the Diplomatio 
Corps of the withdrawal, pending further instructions dErom Wash- 
ington, of the Legation’s former tentative adherence to the project. 
This will not, I assume, make any great difEerence as the matter of a 
special court is considered at present as of much less interest to 
Americans than it is to the British, French, Italian and German 
Legations with their much larger numbers of resident nationals and 
proteges. Whatever concessions these four nationalities obtain from 
the Ethiopian Government we can adhere to or not as best suits our 
opinion. If we do not adhere there is always the danger that an 
attempt may be made to submit our few Americans here to the . . . 
Ethiopian legal and court procedure, against the application of which 
to foreigners the local British, French and Italian Legations have 
always been most active. There is a sort of ^hinited we stand, divided 
we fall” situation. 

I would, therefore, appreciate the instructions of the Department 
as to whether I should inform the Ethiopian Government that the 
American Government does, or does not, adhere to the project for 
a special court submitted by the Diplomatic Corps. Although 1 have 
made no formal indication of American adherence the Ethiopians will 
assume such unless the Legation makes soon a formal statement to 
the contrary. Some action from us is, therefore, due without great 
delay should the Department disapprove of the project as originally 
drafted. If the Department will indicate the changes desired I can 
possibly persuade the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to submit them 
in the form of an amendment to the original draft. 

However, in the final opinion of the Legation there is no important 
reason for endeavoring just now to submit this amendment. We need 
only to indicate approval or disapproval of the project. . . . 

In summary I respectfully venture the opinion that any form of 
special court procedure meeting the ideas of the local British, French, 
Italian, and German Legations as providing sufficient protection for 
their nationals, would seem to be ample protection for Americans and 
American interests. The national interests indicated can be relied 
upon to accept nothing less than the most that is possible in concessions 
from the Ethiopians. Viewing the matter in this light, and in the 
light of my own appreciable practical and firsthand experience in 
observation on the ground in various countries of the functioning of 



988 


FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1929, VOIiUME II 


the more usual forms of extraterritorial or other special cornel 
recommended on page three of Despatch No. 179 the Departmeil^B 
approval. Nevertheless the Legation can in the end be guided otly 
by the Department’s instructions and such, in detail, would be much 
appreciated at this time. 

I have [etc.] Addison E. Southasd 


884,05/9 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Ethiopia {Southard) 

No. 101 Washington, November 1, 1629, 

Sm: The Department acknowledges the receipt of your despatch 
No. 241 of August 14, 1929, with reference to the proposed special court 
to be established in Ethiopia. 

It was the opinion of the Department as evidenced by its telegram 
to you of August 10, 1 p. m. that the proposal for the new court as set 
out in the enclosure to your despatch No. 179 of April 10, 1929,® lacked 
clarity. In Section 17 of the draft proposal, the translation of which 
was enclosed ® with your despatch above referred to, it is provided that 
in criminal cases the provisions of the Swiss Penal Code shall apply. 
In Section 27, under the general heading of crimes, it is provided that 
the law applied shall be that of the country of the accused. It was 
the opinion of the Department when reading this that there was some 
confusion with respect to the law to be applied. However, upon 
referring to the French text accompanying your despatch it was later 
ascertained that the word ^‘delits” used in Section 17 should not be 
translated in English technically by the word “crimes” but rather by 
the word “misdemeanors”. If the distinction is clearly made in the 
proposed agreement between crimes in which the law of the country of 
the accused shall be applied and misdemeanors in which the provisions 
of the Swiss Civil Code are to be applied, there would seem to be no 
objection. However, in a copy of the Swiss Penal Code which is in 
the Department there appears to be no accurate classification of crimes 
and misdemeanors. 

The rotating character of the Judges would seem to be a rather 
cumbersome system but if it is agreeable to the other Powers the 
Department would not of course object thereto. 

There would also seem to be some lack of clarity in Section 18 which 
states that in matters of contraventions the Ethiopian laws and regu- 
lations which have been accepted by the representatives of the Powers 
shall be applicable to their subjects. The Department is not aware 
just how far this might become confused with the provisions of the 


Not printed. 
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Swiss Penal Code with respect to misdemeanors. This matter is jEur- 
ther complicated by the fact that the definition of crimes, misdemeanors 
and contraventions, if defined by the Swiss Penal Code, may cut across 
the lines of the distinctions of crimes under American law. It was the 
idea of the Department that it would be clearer to provide that civil 
and commercial matters and matters of simple contravention of mu- 
nicipal regulations, et cetera, should be governed by the Egyptian 
Mixed Codes and that crimes in degrees above contraventions ^ould 
be judged by the laws applicable in the defendant’s country. 

In general the Department’s objections were not leveled against the 
scheme as a whole but it was thought that a more careful drafting of 
the provisions might obviate some of the possible confusion with 
respect to the operation in Ethiopia of laws concerning various degrees 
of crime. 

The Department is entirely in accord with your sugg^tion that 
whatever may be suitable to the other Powers having interests in 
Ethiopia would be all that this Government could hope to obtain and 
in general would be satisfactory. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

WnuAM R. Castue, Jr. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY EXTRADITION CONVENTION BETWEEN THP 
UNITED STATES AND FRANCE, SIGNED JANUARY 15, 1929 

211 . 51/64 / 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

No. 9294 Paris, January 15, 1929i 

[Received January 31 J 

Sir; With, reference to the Department’s Instruction NTo. 2972 of 
November 22, 1928,'^ (File No. 211.51/48), and previous correspond- 
ence, and confirming my telegram No. 22, January 14, 1 P. 
regarding the supplemental Extradition Treaty to be signed by the 
French Government covering ‘‘infractions of the laws concerning 
poisonous substances”, I have the honor to transmit herewith the text 
of the Convention ^ as altered after the receipt of the Department’s In- 
struction above referred to, as well as after conference with the For- 
eign Office. 

The Department’s Instruction No. 2467 of October 15, 1927,^ trans- 
mitted a draft of a proposed convention, which draft was transmitted 
to the Foreign Office for its consideration. The Embassy’s despatch 
No. 9019 of October 6, 1928’^ forwarded to the Department a note 
from the Foreign Office which stated that, since the crimes and of- 
fenses specified and numbered 16 in the proposed supplemental ex- 
tradition convention constitute in French law misdemeanors only, it 
would prefer a statement slightly different from that contaiued in 
the text proposed by the Department. The Department’s Instruction 
No. 2972 authorized the change in wording suggested by the Foreign 
Office, (i- e. “infractions of the laws concerning poisonous sub- 
stances” instead of “crimes and offenses against the law for the sup- 
pression of the trade in narcotics”). The Department’s Instruc- 
tion, however, did not provide for certain changes in the draft con- 
vention which it was found on examination were necessitated by the 
change in wording above referred to in Article 1. For example, 
Article 1 of the original draft read as follows : 

“The following crimes and offenses are added to the list of crimes 
and offenses numbered 1 to 15 in the first article of the said Con- 
vention of January 6, 1909, that is to say : 

16. Crimes and offenses against the laws for the suppression of the 
trade in narcotics.” 


*Not printed. 
990 





991 


The Foreip Office pointed out that the change adopted in Paragraph 
16 made it advisable to change Article 1 to read as foUows; 


and offenses numbered 1 to 15 in the second 
article of the said Convention of January 6, 1909, the foUowina^n- 
tamed in a paragraph 16, is added : 

16. Infractions of the laws concerning poisonous substances,” 


Furthermore, when the original draft was discussed with the For- 
eign Office, it was pointed out by the latter that the Minister for For- 
eign^ Affairs did not require any special powers for the purpose of 
signing a treaty and it was therefore proposed that the wording of 
the preamble should be so changed as to omit reference to the com- 
munication of full powers, (This change was specifically referred 
to in my telegram No. 22, January 14, 1 P. M.) . 

Finally, the Foreign Office pointed out that it was the custom to 
have ratifications exchanged at the place of signature and that un- 
less our Government had any objection thereto, it suggested that Paris 
alone be named as the place of exchange for ratifications. (This point 
also was specifically presented to the Department in the Embassy’s 
telegraia No. 22, January 14, 1 P.M.) . 

The only other correction to mention was in Dine 2 of the treaty; to 
the words “list of crimes” was added the addition “and offends”, this 
being necessitated by the change in wording of paragraph 16. 

I have [etc.] Norman Armour 


Treaty Series No. 787 

Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United Stcdes 
of America and France^ Signed at Paris^ J armary IS^ 19%9 

The United States of America and the Republic of France being 
desirous of enlarging the list of crimes and offences on accoimt of 
which extradition may be granted under the Convention concluded 
between the United States and France January 6, 1909, * have r^olved 
to conclude a supplementary Convention for this purpose and have 
appointed for that purpose the following plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. Norman Armour, Charge d’Affaires ad interim of the United 
States of America at Paris, and 

The President of the French Republic: 

His Excellency M, Aristide Briand, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

Who have agreed to and concluded the following articles 

^ In and French ; French text not printed. Ratification advised 

by the Senate, February 28 (legislative day of February 25), 1929; ratified by 
the President, March 6, 1929 ; ratified by France; AprU 27, 1929; ratifications ex- 
changed at Paris, May 2, 1929 ; proclaimed by the President, May 9, 1029. 

* Foreign 1911, p. 189. 
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ABTICIiB I 

To the list of crimes and offences numbered 1 to 15 in the second 
article of the said Convention of January 6, 1909, the following, con- 
tained in a paragraph 16, is added : 

16. Infractions of the laws concerning poisonous substances. 

Articue U 

The present Convention shall be considered as an integral part of 
the said extradition Convention of January 6, 1909, and the second 
article thereof shall be read as if the list of crimes and offences therein 
contained had originally comprised the additional infractions of the 
laws specified and numbered 16 in the first article of the present Con- 
vention. 

The present Convention shall be ratified and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at Paris as soon as possible. 

It shall come into force ten days after its publication in conformity 
with the laws of the High Contracting Parties and it shall continue 
and terminate in the same manner as the said Convention of Jan- 
uary 6, 1909. 

In testimony whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present Convention in duplicate and have thereunto affixed their 
seals. 

Done at Paris, this 15 day of J anuary 1929. 

Norman Armour A. Briand 

[seal] [seal] 


PROBLEMS OF TARIFF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING FRENCH EX- 
PORTS TO THE UNITED STATES AND AMERICAN EXPORTS TO 
FRANCE* 

611.5131/763 

The Ambassador in France {Herrick) to the Secretary of State 

No. 9400 Paris, March Y, 1929. 

[Received March 16.] 

Sir : With reference to my telegram No. 91 of this date,^ I have the 
honor to forward herewith in copy and translation a note dated 
March 6, received from the Foreign Office, containing a draft agree- 
ment relative to the verification by American administrative of- 
ficials of declarations of value made by French exporters. This note 
is in reply to the note delivered by the Embassy to the Foreign Of- 

•Contimied from Foreign Rations, 1928, toI n, pp. 820-831. 

* Not prints. 
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fice on October 19, 1928, pursuant to the Department’s telegraphic 
instruction No. 361 of October 16, 1928.® 

After examination of this new draft I feel that the French have 
made a serious effort to meet our views. This will, I become 

the more apparent when the present draft is carefully compared with 
the original French note of January 2T, 1928, transmitted hy my 
despatch No. 82'72 of January 31, 1928.® In the original, note, para- 
graph 8a contemplates the production by the exporter of “bills of 
sale, contracts and correspondence relative to the transactions in 
question.” In the new draft, paragraph 8a merely states that the ex- 
porter may “make _proof, before the official agents of the 
consulates, of the sincerity and exactitude of his declaration.” 

In conference with the competent official of the Foreign Office he 
made it quite clear that, although the Government could not put it 
down in black and white on account of the susceptibilities of French 
producers and merchants, it entirely realized the greatly added lati- 
tude for investigation by American agents which will become per- 
missible imder the provisions of this paragraph. It is interesting 
to note, incidentally, that this official likewise readily agreed with my 
observation that even if this additional latitude should be made pos- 
sible, cases where investigation might prove embarrassing or iirritat- 
ing would be just as rare as, if not rarer than, in the past. 

The paramount importance of paragraph 6 of the new draft will 
at once be apparent to the Department. My Foreign Office inter- 
locutor felt and hoped that the formula adopted would prove accept- 
able to us inasmuch as the words “en principe” could only mean that 
the method would be carried out on the basis mentioned if po^ble, 
but that if intervening factors should render this basis impossible 
the agreement would not be violated. Translating the quoted words 
into English by the phrase “in principle,” I feel that the foregoing 
is not only a justifiable, but also the proper, construction, which, if 
approved by the Department, would seem in practice to attenuate to 
the last degree possible any obligation theoretically assumed by us 
xmder the terms of this paragraph. 

The Department will note that the first paragraph of the French 
draft is similar to the first paragraph of its original note. The 
Foreign Office felt that our note of October 19 did not shut the door 
upon a renewed suggestion of this kind in view of the recognition 
embodied in the remainder of the draft that the proposed activities 
of the agents of the Treasury Department would not have the charac- 
ter of finality. 

'Foreign Relations, 1928, voL nr, p. 827. 

•nid., p. 820 . 
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I am quite aware of the various interests at home which have t® 
be brought into agreement if and after the Department is in accord 
with my views as hereinabove set forth. However, without in any 
way taHng at their full face value all the things that I have been 
told here, I am still inclined to believe that the Foreign Office realizes 
the importance of straightening this matter out and concurs in our 
desire to do so, and that in pursuance thereof it has gone about as far 
as it can in getting the other French interests concerned to agree to 
this text, which certainly takes into account the points raised in our 
note of October 19, 1928. The interests to which I refer are not only 
m primis, the French Ministries of Finance and Commerce, but above 
all M. Poincard himself, who apparently is following thiia questaob 
closely. 

I have [etc.] Mteon T. TTniRBrnK 


[ Bnclosrare — ^Translation ] 

The Frervch Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the American ETribassy 

" Paris, March. 6, 1929. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to thank the Em- 
bassy of the United States for the Aide-MSmoire which it was good 
enough to hand to it on October 19th last concerning the verification 
of declarations of value made by French exporters. 

The Government of the Republic has examined with great care the 
observations made by the Government of the United States in regard 
to the suggestions submitted in the French memorandum of January 
27, 1928. 

Anxious to reach a solution which takes into account the legitimate 
preoccupations of the two Governments, it has endeavored to elaborate 
a draft agreement which will meet, insofar as French legislation will 
permit, the views which the Embassy of the United States was good 
enough to present. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs is pleased to hope that this draft 
will meet with the approval of the Government of the United States. 
It would be obliged if the Embassy would kindly transmit it to W^ash- 
ington and would be happy if it felt that it could support it with a 
favorable recommendation./. 

[^ubenclosure — ^Translation] 

Draft Agreement Relati/oe to the V erification by American AutJioritics 
of Declarations of IT dJ/we Made by French Exporters 

1. The delegates of the American administration (i.e. Treasury De- 
partment) would be connected with the American consular authorities 
to whom F rench exporters must apply for the visaing of their invoices, 
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and woidd control, by making use of tbeir knowled^ of the market 
and ^eir personal information, the sincerity and exactitude of these 
documents which usually accompany them. 

2. When there is doubt concerning the sincerity or the exactitude of 
these invoices or documents, the delegates of the ATnanV^Ti adminis- 
tration would proceed to their verification. 

3. In su^ a case, the exporter would have the choice b^ween the 
two following methods : 

(a) Either he would agree to make proof before the official agents 
of the A.m6rican consulate of the sincerity and exactitude of dec- 
laration ; 

( & ) or he w ould agree to submit his declaration to an expert account- 
ant or to a technical expert, or to two experts: one an accountant and 
the other a technical expert. These experts, of French nationality, 
would be chosen by the American authorities from a list drawn up by 
the French Government, 

4. In case the delegates of the American administration ^ould not 
feel in a position to reach a decision on the proofs fumidied by the 
exporter, one or the other party could have recourse to the second pro- 
cedure, that is to say to expert valuation. 

6. The verifications made by the procedure of expert valuation, 
while not imperatively binding the American customs authorities, 
should however, in principle, constitute the basis of the definitive val- 
uation of disputable merchandise, 

611 , 5131/763 

The Secretary of State to the. Gha/rge in Framoe {Armomr) 

No. 4161 Washinotok, July 13, 192^. 

Sir: With reference to the Embassy’s despatch No, 9400 of March 
7, 1929, and your telegram No. 323, July 8, 4 p. m.,’^ the Department 
quotes below for transmission to the French Government a note in 
answer to the French Government’s note of March 6, 1929: 

^^The proposals with regard to verification of value for customs pur- 
poses of French exports to the United States contained in the French 
Government’s aide memoire of March 6, 1929, have received earnest 
and sympathetic consideration by the Government of the United States 
which has made every effort to find therein a basis for a satisfactory 
adjustment of this situation which would at the same time be in full 
harmony with the laws of each of the two countries. 

Before discussing the proposals themselves it would seem desirable 
to present a statement which may serve to clarijfy for the French Gov- 
ernment the exact nature of the American law and the purpose for 


Telegram No. 323 not printed. 
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which investigations are made by oflSicials of the United States Treas- 
ury Department. For the purpose of this discussion, there are four 
bases of value, foreign value, export value, United States value, and 
cost of production. 

The value, for customs purposes, of merchandise imported into the 
United States is either the foreign value or the export value, which- 
ever is higher. These values are the values of the merchandise in 
the country of exportation, and, depending upon whether it is sold for 
home consumption or for exportation to the United States, the value 
is the market value or the price at the time of exportation of such mer- 
chandise to the United States, at which such or similar merchandise 
is freely offered for sale to all purchasers in the principal markets of 
the country from which exported, in the usual wholesale quantities 
and in the ordinary course of trade. 

If neither the foreign value nor the exj>ort value can be ascertained 
to the satisfaction of the appraising officer, then the United States 
value is used- The foreign value and export value are usually lower 
than the United States value. The United States value of imported 
merchandise is the price at which such or similar imported mer- 
chandise is freely offered for sale, packed ready for delivery, in the 
principal market of the United States to all purchasers, at the time 
of exportation of the imported merchandise, in the usual wholesale 
quantities and in the ordinary course of trade, allowance being made 
for duty, profit, general expenses, transportation and insurance costs, 
and certain other expenses incident to placing it on the American 
market. 

If neither the foreign value^ export value, nor United States value 
can be ascertained to the satisfaction of the appraising officer, the 
value shall be the cost of production. 

It should be pointed out that it is rarely the case that neither the 
foreign value nor export value can he ascertained to the satisfaction of 
the appraising officers if there is opportunity of verification at the 
source. During the years that Treasury representatives were mak- 
ing verifications in France, it was very seldom necessary to resort 
to united States value. 

There seems to have grown up in some quarters an erroneous un- 
derstanding that since the withdrawal from France of agents of the 
United States Treasury Department, an act which was done in ac- 
cordance with the desires ox the French Government,® all French im- 

g orts into the United States have been appraised according to United 
tates value. It should be made clear that this understanding is in- 
correct. For some time after the withdrawal of the United States 
Treasury agents from France, appraising officers of the United States 
customs were able to apply foreign value or export value to French 
imports on the basis of reports previously made by those agents. With 
the passing months* the information contained in those reports became 
obsolescent or obsolete because of changes in prices and marketing con- 
ditions of certain articles. With respect to these articles it became 
necessary to apply United States value as a natural operation of the 
customs law. 


•For understanding limiting the activities of Treasury agents in France, see 
Foreign Relations, 1927, vol. n, pp. 696-701. 
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merchandise is received at a port of entrv in the 
United States, it is the duty of the appraising officer to appraise this 
merchandise in the unit of quantity in which It is umSyK^ and 
sold by ascertaining or estimating the value thereof by Jble 

ways and means m his power, any statement or cost of ^^Kicm 
m any invoice affidavit, declaration, or other document to ^e^n^ 
trary notwithstanding The authority as well as the respondbmty 
IS placed upon him to fix the value of the merchandise. ^very raS 
cases, however, the appraiser is unable to ascertain to his satisfection 
the fo^ign value or exp<^ value of imported merchandise. In such 
cases the American law affords the person manufacturing, producinfir, 
selling, shipping, ov consigning the merchandise an opportunity to 
make available to officers of this^ Government information which may 
^sist the appraiser in ascertaining the foreign value or export value. 
The expoi^ei^ in the^ cases, is requested to permit a duly accredited 
officer of the United States to inspect his books and records pertaining 
to the market value of the merchandise in question. In the rare cases 
in which this request is made, it should be realized that its purpose 
is two-fold in that it furnishes the appraiser information which will 
assist him in ascertaining the value of the merchandise in question 
and at the same time affords the exporter opportunity to make this 
information available in order that it will not be necessary for the 
appraiser to use the United States value or other basis of value as 
provided for in the law in case neither the foreign value nor export 
value^ can be satisfactorily ascertained. 

It is desired to emphasize certain of the features of the American 
law as outlined above. The foreign value or export value of merchan- 
dise is not necessarily determined by the values as stated in the 
invoice covering the shipment, and though the merchandise in question 
was sold at the prices indicated in the invoice, such prices may not 
be the foreign value or export value of such or similar merchandise 
at the time of exportation because other factors must be taken, into 
consideration in determining value. The value is not determined by 
the price at which the specific merchandise was sold but by the market 
value of such or similar merchandise which has been freely offered 
for sale to all purchasers in the principal markets of the country from 
which exported, in the usual wholesale quantities and in the usual 
course of trade. Thus the invoice price may have nothing to do with 
the value of such or similar merchandise in the foreign country in 
^[uestion on the date of exportation. This is partly due to fluctuations 
in prices between the date of purchase and date of exportation. 

It should be noted also that the customs appraiser ascertains or 
estimates the value of imported merchandise by all reasonable ways 
and means in his power. Invoices, affidavits, declarations and other 
documents, including reports made by officers who have examine^ the 
books of the exporter, are in any case only advisory. However, if the 
information contained in such reports is verified from the best sources 
by customs officers well versed in our law and court decisions, it is 
usually conclusive although not binding. 

The first proposal contained in the French Government’s aide mem^ 
oire of March 6, 1929, is that officers of the United States Treasury De- 
partment be attached to the American Consulate in order that such 
officers could determine the sincerity and exactitude of invoices of 


323423"~43— vol. 
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merchandise. As indicated above the values or prices stated in invoices 
would have, in general, little to do with the question of whether or not 
such stated values or prices are the actual foreign value or export value 
of the merchandise. Only in very rare cases is there any ground for 
questioning the sincerity and exactitude of invoices. Furthermore it 
snould be pointed out that ofScers of the United States Treasury de- 
partment in foreign countries do not fix the value of merchandise 
which by law cannot be established until entry of the goods into tiie 
United States, Those officers only report the facts for the confidential 
use of appraising officers. The Government of the United States 
would perceive no objection, however, were officers of the United States 
Treasury Department attached in some manner to the American Con- 
sulate and in deference to the wishes of the French Government will be 
happy to give this matter its earnest attention with a view to determin- 
ing in what way it can most appropriately meet the wishes of the 
French Government. 

The Government of the United States would, of course, have no ob- 
jection were a French exporter to submit proof to the Treasury agent of 
the sincerity and exactitude of his declaration, but such action on the 
part of the exporter would serve no useful purpose, because of the fact 
that only in very rare cases is there any question raised in respect of the 
sincerity and exactitude of the invoice declarations. Verifications, 
when made, are made not because the invoice may not correctly state the 
value at which the particular goods were sold, but because there is 
some question as to whether that price is, in fact, the foreign value or 
export value, as defined by American law. 

The Government of the United States finds, after reconsideration 
of the question, that there is little that can be added to the statement 
made in its communication of October last concerning the proposal 
with regard to verification of value by experts of French nationality. 
The person making such verification must have a thorough knowledge 
of the United States Customs law. The verification oi inforimation 
respecting value is an extremely technical matter which can only be 
satisfactorily accomplished by an officer with long experience in tbe 
administration of the Customs law. The courts have construed almost 
every word and phrase in Section 402 of the Tariff Act ® and only 
officers of long experience and practice will claim even a fair knowledge 
of the subject. Reports would serve no useful purpose if they do not 
contain the exact information required by the appraising officer. 

In an effort to meet the views of the French Government, the Goy- 
ernment of the United States has given its most earnest consideration 
and stu(^ to this whole matter. In deference to the wishes of the 
French Government and in an effort to arrive at a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the present situation, the Department of State and the Treas- 
ury Department have recommended to the Congress of the United 
States the repeal of Section 510 of the Tariff Act.^^ In that section 
provision is made, which is mandatory upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to prohibit the importation of merchandise from any for- 
eign manufacturer or shipper who refuses, upon request of a repre- 
sentative of the United States Treasury Department, to give the latter 
necessary information in order that the appraising officer in the United 

• Tariff Act of 1922, 42 Stat. 858, 949. 

“42Stat. 968. 
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States may be able to foreign value or export value. The French 
Go^rnment wdl find that this Section has been eliminated from the 
pendmg tariff biU as it was ps^ed by the House of Bepresentatives. 

Thus, un^r Ae new law, if finally enacted, it will be entirely 
option^ with the exporter whe^er he wishes to give to the Unit^ 
States Treasury Agent_mformation which is necessary to the apprais- 
mg officer in determining export value or foreign value. Tinder the 
proposed law, when an appraiser is unable to ascertain the foreign 
value or export value of any French merchandise, the Treasury 
Department will so advise its agent in France, and will instruct the 
agent to call upon the exporter in order to advise the latter of the 
situation. agent will at the same time offer his seirvic^ to the 

exporter with a view to obtaining the information required by the 
appraising officer in the United States. If the exporter desires to avail 
himself of the foreign value or export value, which are the lowest 
bases of value, be may do so at no expense to himself, and the exporter 
may rest assured that any information of a confidential character 
which it is necessary for the agent to obtain will be held in strictest 
confidence. The laws of the United States provide severe punishment 
for any officer who should divulge information of the above character. 
Treasury agents are under instructions to report facts as they find 
them whether they favor the Government or whether they favor 
exporter. They are^ glad to assist exporters in correctly invoicing 
their merchandise in order to avoid misunderstanding when the 
merchandise is imported into the United States. 

If it is agreeable to the French Government to permit the return to 
France of agents of the United States Treasury Department, the 
Government of the United States will be happy to assure the French 
Government that such agents will be officers of long standing and 
experience, fully versed in the French language and who will be in 
every way acceptable to the French Government.^’ 


I am [etc.] 


For the Secretary of State: 

W. E. CASTtoB, Jr. 


611 . 5131/781 

TTie Charge in France {Armour^ to the Secretary of State 

No. 9759 Pabis, August 13, 19!^. 

[Received August 21.] 

Sir : With reference to my telegram No. 380 of yesterday I have 
the honor to transmit herewith in copy and translation the text of the 
note from the Foreign Office, dated August 9, 1^9, replying to otxr note 
of July 26,^® concerning customs evaluations. 

As set forth in my telegram under reference, in conversations at 
the Foreign Office the Division of Commercial Relations stated that 
there was no present intention of exercising the right of ireciprocity 
requested with respect to the assignment and activities of French 
customs agents ; the Division indicated that this stipulation was 

“Not printed. 

“ See instruction No. 4161, July 13, supra. 
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inserted in order to satisfy the amour-propre of various interested 
parties here» 

It will be observed that it is the understanding of the Erench 
Government that our Treasury agents should be attached to the 
American consulates. The Department’s note — embodied in its in- 
struction Ifo. 4161 of July 13 — ^refers on page 6 to the French proposal 
as being “that oflScers of the United States Treasury Department be 
attached to the American Consulate,” and lower on the ggryio page 
the singular, “American Consulate,” is again used. In 
this point the Foreign Office referred to the draft agreement enclosed 
with its note of March 6, 1929, which proposes attaching Treasury 
agents to the “autorit4s.consulaires am^ricaines.” It inquired whether 
the use of the singular in our note was deliberate and, in that event, 
whether it meant the Consulate General in Paris. In this connection 
the Division of Commercial Relations referred somewhat vaguely to 
a conversation had by M. Claudel in the Department, in the course 
of which recognition was voiced of the idea that it might be ad- 
vantageous to have a larger nmnber of Treasury agents than here- 
tofore operating in France. Considering how desirous the French 
were of getting every single American Treasury agent out of France, 
the foregoing is interesting to say the least. 

The remaining sentence in the paragraph of the French note above 
referred to states that “It is, indeed, desirable that in the exercise 
of their new functions they (the Treasury agents) should be officially 
accredited in France.” The Department, however, may take it for 
granted that the French Government thereby in no way envisages 
according these agents diplomatic status ; consequently, this question, 
which in the past has occasioned a considerable amount of difficulty, 
cannot be deemed raised by this portion of the French note. 

I have [etc.] Norman Armour 

[Enclosure — Translation] 

The Director of Political and Commercial Affairs of the Pniush 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs {Corbin) to the Americaai Chargi 

{Armour) 

Paris, August 9, 1929. 

Mr. Charge d’affaires: By letter dated July 26, 1929, you were 
good enough to convey to me a communication from the Government 
of the United States which concluded as follows : 

(Then follows a translation in French of the text of our note embodied 
in the Department’s instruction No. 4161 of July 13, as set forth on 
pages 8 and 9 thereof, with the exception of the first sentence on 
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page 8. That is to say, begiimiiig with the words “In deference 
to the wishes of the French Grovernment,” down through the end of 
the note.) 

Tn acknowledging the receipt of this communication I have the 
honor to inform you that the French Government has appreciated 
the friendly spirit in which the Government of the United States 
has sought the solution of the diflSculties relative to the evaluation of 
French merchandise exported to the United States. 

The French Government especially notes with satisfaction that 
Section 510 of the Tariff Act may be expected to be abrogated and 
that the role of the Treasury agents would consequently be limited 
to offering their services to the French exporter in order to give 
the latter, by furnishing the information required by the American 
customs administration, the opportunity of claiming the benefit of 
the foreign value or export value of his merchandise. 

Moreover, you are good enough to give me the assurance that the 
instructions which will be given to the new agents, along with the 
discrimination in their selection, will make of them collaborators of 
our exporters and will render their activity acceptable in every way 
to the French Government. 

In view of the essential modifications which the abrogation of Sec- 
tion 510 and the assurances above set forth would effect in the powers 
of American customs agents, the French Government would see no ob- 
jection to the return of these agents in France, it being well under- 
stood that their activity would be exerted strictly under the condi- 
tions explicitly defined in your communication above set forth. 

As the American Govermnent is good enough to agree, these agents 
would be attached to American consulates. It is, indeed, desirable 
that in the exercise of their new functions they should be oflB.cially 
accredited in France. 

Moreover, and by way of reciprocity, the French Government re- 
quests that the Government of the United States should consent, as 
was proposed by it in its note of October 19, 1928, to representatives 
of the French customs being assi^ed to the United States wi& 
powers identical to those with which American customs agents in 
France will be invested. 

I should be obliged to you to let me know if the Government 
of the United States gives its definitive approval to the preceding 
propositions. 

In case the Government of the United States should judge it pos- 
sible forthwith to apply the arrangement resulting from your com- 
munication and the present letter, the French Government is ready 
to accept the immediate return to France of the Amertoan Treasury 
agents. 
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It remains understood that the present agreement would become 
null and void if, in the event that Congress should have reenacted the 
former article 510, the Administration of the United States would 
have recourse to the reprisals there envisaged. 

Please accept [etc.] Chabltb CoBaaj 


EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION OF UNITED STATES TRADE COMMIS- 
SIONERS AND CUSTOMS REPRESENTATIVES IN FRANCE 

102.8102 Taxation/3 : Telegram 
France 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Fram^ce {Herrich) 

Washingtoj?-, May 19, 1928-i-noon. 

142. Department informed by Department of Commerce that Kelly, 
Canty and Green, Trade Commissioners in Paris, are being required 
to pay income, personal and local taxes and that failure to pay local 
taxes would subject them to supertax. 

Please bring matter immediately to the personal attention of the 
appropriate French oflSicial stating that this Government would be 
gratified if the French authorities concerned will postpone action in 
these cases and that of O’Neill, Customs Attach^, in order that the 
whole question of taxation of American Government officials in France 
may be discussed with French Government- You may point out that 
officials of foreign governments in the United States are exempt from 
the payment of Federal income tax on compensation paid to them 
for services rendered in connection with exercise of essential govern- 
mental function of the state or political subdivision. 

Cable briefly result of your representations and submit report by 
mail after conferring with Commercial Attache. 

Kellogg 

102.8102 Taxatlon/7 
France 

The Ambassador in France (Herrich) to the Secretary of State 

No. 8635 Paris, May 25, 1928. 

[Received June 4.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s telegraphic 
instruction No. 142 of May 19 and to my answering telegram No. 130 
of May 23, 1928.^* A note based on the Department’s said instruction 
was personally delivered to the competent official at the Foreign Office 
and the question argued at length. This official was disposed to sug- 
gest, as an easy solution, that the Embassy add the names of the three 
Trade Ck)rDinissioners to its list of officials accredited tQ the Foreign 


^J^atter not printed. 
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Office. As the Embassy understands that the Department has no desire 
that this be done (see its telegraphic instruction No. 86 of April 8, 
1926 , the reply was made that this was not the point at issue, which 

was the imposition upon officials of the United States Government of 
income, personal and local taxes. 

Over and above this, the Foreign Office official was inclined — as 
stated m my telegram — ^to feel that there was a distinction between 
the three Trade Commissioners and the customs representative, Mr. 
O’Neill, on the ground principally that the three former are engaged 
in work which is to the mutual benefit of the French and American 
Governments, whereas the latter is not. No acquiescence was made 
to this contention, and I have no idea that the Finance Ministry will 
accord any weight to it either. 

The Foreign Office promised to transmit the question, particularly 
as regards the three Trade Commissioners, to the Finance Ministry 
with a favorable recommendation; but as a matter of fact, I see 
no reason to believe that this Ministry will abandon the definite and 
uncompromising attitude already adopted by it in this very question 
(see enclosure No. 2 to the Embassy’s despatch No. 5382 of July 10, 
1925, as well as the Department’s telegraphic instruction No. 86 of 
April 8, 1926, and the Embassy’s answering telegram No. 140 of 
April 9, 1926^®). It should be noted in the present phase of the ques- 
tion (i.e. Department’s telegraphic instruction No. 142 of May 19, 
1928) that objection is made to the assessment by the French authori- 
ties of income, personal and local taxes, whereas the argument on our 
side only covers the exemption from the payment of the Federal in- 
come tax accorded to officials of foreign countries in the United States. 
For use in future conversations, I should be glad if the Department 
could inform me of any further exemption accorded to such foreign 
officials with respect to personal and local taxes. In this connection, 
it may be pointed out that with respect to Trade Commissioners and 
Assistant Trade Commissioners, this Embassy requested similar in- 
formation of the Department by despatch No. 5742 of November 20, 
1925,^^ but that no reply has been received. 

I have [etc.] Mtron T. Herrick 

102.8102 Taxation/13 
France 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

No. 9265 F-aris, J anuary 8, 1929. 

[Received J anuary 18.] 

Sir : With reference to the Department’s cabled Instruction No. 142 
of May 19, 1928, 2 P. M. \noorb\y with regard to the taxes imposed on 


“ Not printed. 
“None printed. 
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Messrs. Kelly, Canty and Green, Trade Commissioners in Paris, and 
the Department’s cabled Instruction No. 358 of October 13, 1928 
6 P,M.,^^ regarding the taxation of Mr. J. F. O’Neill, Customs Attache* 
I have the honor to report that this matter has at last been satisfac- 
torily settled. 

In a note from the Foreign Office, dated December 30, 1928, a copy 
and translation of which is transmitted herewith, it is stated that 
these officers will be considered as forming part of the personnel of this 
mission and as such will be considered as exempt from personal taxes. 

Mr. Hall, mentioned in the Foreign Office note, is a fourth Trade 
Commissioner, whose name was added by the Embassy in its com- 
munication to the Foreign Office, at the request of the Commercial 
Attach^. 

The Embassy has already informed the Commercial Attache and 
Mr. O’Neill of this decision. 

I have [etc.] Norman Armour 


[Enclosure — ^Translation] 

The French Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the American Embassy 

Paris, December 30, 1928. 

By a note dated July 24 last, the Embassy of the United States 
expressed the wish that exemption from direct taxes be accorded 
Messrs. Green, Kelly, Canty and Hall, officers of the United States 
Department of Commerce and attached to the offices of the Com- 
mercial Attach4 of the Embassy, 

Subsequently, by a memorandum of October 15 last, the Embassy 
requested that the same exemption be accorded Mr. O’Neill, an of- 
ficer of the United States Treasury Department, likewise attached 
to the Embassy of the United States at Paris. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to inform the Em- 
bassy that it appears that Messrs. Green, Canty, Kelly, Hall and 
O’Neill should be considered as being part of the personnel of the 
American diplomatic mission in France and as such are exempt from 
personal taxes. 

By decision of the Departmental Director of Direct Taxes, dated 
October 19, 1928, exemption has been granted to Messrs. Green, Canty, 
Kelly and Hall for the amount of taxes assessed against them for 
1928. The same measure will be immediately taken with regard to 
Mr. O’Neill. 

The Embassy will find attached hereto the tax notices sent Messrs. 
Green and Hall which were forwarded with its communication of 
July 24. 


” Not printed. 

" Not attached to file copy. 
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102.8102 Taxatloil/14 
France 

The Secretary of State to the Amhaasador in France {HerrioTe) 

No. 3066 WASHniGTOiir, February 16, 1929. 

Sir : The Department has received your Embassy’s despatch No. 
9265 of January 8, 1929. and is gratified to learn that as a result of 
your Embassy’s representations the French authorities concerned 
have decided to exempt Messrs. Kelly. Canty, Green and Hall, Trade 
Commi^ioners and Mr. J. F. O’NeiU', Customs Representative from 
personal taxes. The Department has informed the Department of 
Commerce and the Treasury Department of the French Govern- 
mentis decision in the matter. 

It is noted that the action of the appropriate French authorities 
in this case is based on the grounds that “Messrs. Green, Canty, Kelly, 
Hall and O’Neill should be considered as being part of the personnel 
of the American diplomatic mission in France”. 

The Department confidently leaves to your discretion the best pro- 
cedure to follow in order to insure that its policy with regard to the 
diplomatic status of Trade Commissioners and Assistant Commercial 
Attaches as set forth in the circular instruction of April 28, 1927,^® 
shall be adhered to and that the names of Messrs. Kelly, Canty, 
Green, Hall and Mr! J. F. O’Neill shall not be included in the diplo- 
matic list issued by the French Foreign Office. 

While for technical reasons it may have been necessary in order 
to exempt these gentlemen from personal taxation to consider them 
as being part of the personnel of your Embassy it is not believed 
that it will be advisable in any other way to consider them as being 
invested with a diplomatic character. In other words the Depart- 
ment does not deem it desirable that the persons in question should be 
considered as enjoying general diplomatic immunities other than the 
exemption from taxation. It may be added for your confidential 
information that American Trade Commissioners in India for the 
purposes of taxation are deemed to be attached to the American 
Embassy at London but that they do not on this account enjoy any 
of the diplomatic immunities and privileges usually attached to per- 
sons who are in the suite of a diplomatic envoy. 

In this connection, your attention is invited to Confidential Cir- 
cular of December 24, 1925, (File No. 102.1702 — 168 in which you 
were instructed to discontinue the use of the term “Customs Attache 
and to use for such officers the term “Customs Kepresentative”. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

W. R. CAsmB, Jr. 

"Not printed. 

" File has been changed to 121.57/14 ; Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. i, p. 262. 
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EFFORTS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO PROTECT AMERICAN 
MOTION PICTURE INTERESTS FROM RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY 
FRENCH FILM REGULATIONS” 

851.4061 Motion Plctures/23 : T^egram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

WASHiNGTOisr, March. 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 
86. Department desires to make approximately simultaneous repre- 
sentations to European Governments which have or which contem- 
plate restrictive film regulations, pointing out the importance whibh 
the United States Government attaches to the matter. 

You are instructed, unless you perceive objection, to call on the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at an early date to discuss the existing 
situation affecting the importation and distribution of American mo- 
tion pictures and to leave with him a memorandum substantially as 
follows: 

“I am instructed by my Government to bring to Tour Excellency’s 
attention the concern with which the Government of the United 
States has observed legislative and administrative developments 
in foreign countries, as they affect the American motion picture 
industry. 

Not only has the production of films become one of the leading 
industries of the United States, but, as the creator of a popular form 
of entertainment, it has gained the intimate personal interest of the 
American people. As a natural result any vicissitudes of this indus- 
try provoke general public notice and discussion, whereas similar 
incidents in other fields may attract comparatively limited public at- 
tention. For these reasons it is particularly regrettable that this in- 
dustry should be the one to suffer from failure to observe the spirit 
of liberty in international commerce which animated all recent dis- 
cussions on the abolition of export and import prohibitions.®^ 

In response to the persistent and substantial demands for Ameri- 
can pictures on the part of foreign exhibitors, an extensive foreign 
market for this American product has been created. The building 
up of this market has involved an investment of large proportions, 
which is jeopardized by certain governmental measures arbitrarily 
restricting the distribution of American films. Detrimental as these 
regulations are in themselves, to the extent that they are also subject 
to arbitrary and unpredictable change they introduce an element of 
commercial uncertainty and industrial instability to which American 
motion picture producers and distributors find it difficult or impos- 
sible to adjust themselves. 

In advocating a regime of non-interference with the normal dis- 
tribution of this product, my Government does not, of course, intend 
to question such measures as may be imposed by any country for the 
purpose of protecting, through censorship, the national traditions 
or the public morals. But the Government of the United States, 
which has adopted no restrictive regulations similar in any way to 

” Continued from Foreign Relations^ 1928, vol. u, pp. 844-849. 

** See vol. i, pp. 366 fC. 
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those in f orce m certain foreign countries, beUeves sincerely that the 
interests of the niotion picture industry of all countries are best 
promoted by the freest posable interchange of films, based solely 
on the quality of the product. It has indeed observe(i with sympa- 
thetio inter^t the increasing number of foreign films which have 
mtered the Umted States in recent years on a free competitive basis. 
The American motion picture mdustry has always show a wiUine- 
MSS to collaborate in a most friendly way with representatives of 
the industry abroad for the unrestricted importation of filmc and 
my Government would be reluctant to see the American motion 
picture industry compelled to abandon such collaboration as a result 
of further injury to its ^interests by the maintenance or extension of 
these restrictive regulations. 

The Government of the United States hopes most earnestly, there- 
fore, that appropriate^ steps may be taken to alleviate the serious 
injury to which American motion picture producers are subject by 
restrictive regulations which must eventually prove a hmfq r gTi/>A to 
the mternational development of the motion picture industry. 
Owing the prominent position occupied by this industry in the 
United States, not only through the extent of the investment, but 
the keen interest of the people, great importance is attached to this 
matter and it is hoped that the representations of my Government 
will meet with favorable consideration by Y^our Excellency’s Gov- 
ernment.” ** 


Repeat to Berlin as Department’s 20, to Borne as 27, to Budapest as 
3, to Vienna as 6, to Prague as 16, to Madrid as 10, indicating in the 
communication to Prague and Madrid that the following should be 
substituted for the first sentence of the last paragraph above : “The 
Government of the United States hopes most earnestly, therefore, that 
restrictive measures constituting a hindrance to the international de- 
velopment of the motion picture industry will be avoided.”^* 

KeIjUOGG 


851.4Q61 Motion PictTires/40 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Paris, April 19, 1929 — noon. 

[Received April 19 — 12 : 05 p. m.] 

161. Department’s telegram No. 86, March 28, 8 p. m. The Embassy 
has just received a courteous note couched in general terms answering 

”Tbe Department in telegram No. lOT, April 11, 7 p. m. (851.4061 Motion 
Pictures/35) approved a suggestion made by the Charge in Prance in telegram 
No. 138, April 10, 11 a. m. (851.4061 Motion Pictures/29), that the first sentence 
of the final paragraph of the proposed note be changed as follows : 

“The Government of the United States hopes most earnestly, therefore, that 
appropriate steps may be taken to avoid serious injury to American motion 
picture producers through restrictive regulations which must eventually prove 
a hindrance to the international development of the motion picture Industry.” 

“Pollowing the presentation of the notes to the respective Foreign Offices by 
the missions concerned, no further action on the part of the Department was taken. 
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our note; a copy and translation will go forward to the Department 
this evening. 

Informal conversations between Fran§ois-Poncet “ and MacLean," 
with two or three representatives of the respective film interests on 
each side, will start tomorrow and will probably go on for some tiwn 
In the course of these discussions it is quite possible that Prangois- 
Poncet might say, in effect: “Perhaps the contingent system is not 
after all, the best way of protecting the French industry; what have 
you ^ntlemen to suggest to take its place?” The position of the 
American representatives would not appear to be strengthened if in 
such a continpncy they should have nothing to propose. A proposi- 
tion which might be advanced is that of higher customs duties, which 
as I recall it, Mr. Hays was prepared to put forward last year. His 
organization may be able to evolve other propositions, or Mr. Hays may 
feel, of course, that his organization should simply stand pat. I merely 
advance the foregoing suggestion to put the case as both MapT^an and 
I see it, and for what it is worth in event that Department may wish 
to consult with Mr. Hays. 

In regard to this controversy there has been a considerable amount 
of bitter and inaccurate comment in the French press, but there is like- 
wise an appreciable amount of sober proofs of fact that the French 
film industry cannot be developed on basis both sound and permanent 
by attempts to frustrate the American interests, but rather by the pro- 
duction of better films. 

Abuoub 


851.4061 Motion Plctures/51 

TAe Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

No. 9487 Paris, April 19, 1929. 

[Received April 29.] 

Sir: With reference to the Department’s telegraphic instructions 
Nos. 86 of March 28 and 107 of Apidl 11,“ and to my telegram No. 
161 of this date, I have the honor to transmit herewith, in copy and 
translation, a note from the Foreign Office, dated April 18 and re- 
ceived this morning, in reply to our representations concerning re- 
strictive film regulations. 

I have [etc.] Norman Armour 

“Frencb Under Secretary for Fine Arts. 

* American Commercial Attache. 

** Will H. Hays, president of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of 
America, Inc. 

“Latter not printed. 
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[Enclosure— Translation] 

The French Minister for Foreign Affairs {Briand) to the American 

Charge {Armour) 

[Paris,] April 18, 1929. 

Mr. Charge d’affaires: By a letter under date of the 12th of this 
month you were good enough to set forth the opinion and attitude 
of the Government of the United States concerning the situation 
which the American films have encountered by virtue of administra- 
tive measures which have had to be taken in certain countries for the 
protection of their national cinematographic production. 

Tou may be assured that the representations of the American 
Government and the question which inspired them have commanded, 
on the part of the French Government, all the attention which they 
merit. The various aspects of the question will be seriously studied; 
and the care which the Undersecretary of State for Fine Arts has 
already taken to inquire of the Commercial Attache of your Embassy 
as to the point of view and the desiderata of the American producers 
themselves, testifies clearly to the conscientiousness and fairness with 
which this study will be undertaken. 

However, I feel that I should not leave you in ignorance of the 
fact that in contesting at the present time the very principle of the 
regime established in France, as in other European countries, for the 
indispensable protection of so important a branch of industrial and 
intellectual activity, the American Government is raiding a grave 
problem and a real difficulty; and there will be all the more need of 
the mutual, sincere and considerate respect of the important interests 
which are concerned in this affair, in order to arrive at the definitive 
agreement which has become highly desirable. 

Please accept [etc.] A. Briaistd 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/52 ; Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 2, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Keceived May 2 — ^2 : 35 p. m.] 

189. Meeting of the French and American film interests was held 
yesterday. Harold Smith has reported it to the Hays organization, 
and Commercial Attache has reported it to the Department of 
Commerce. 

It appears that the very contingency materialized the parrying of 
which the Embassy suggested in its telegram KTo. 161, April 19, noon, 

“ European representative of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of 
America, Inc. 
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second paragraph. When asked to make suggestions the representa- 
tives of the American film interests had nothing to propose. 

The oflEicial communique, which was brief, stated that the discussion 
took place in an atmosphere of cordiality. The contrary was the fact 
and I understand that certain of American film men took an aggres- 
sive attitude poorly calculated to facilitate the course of further 
negotiations. 

Next meeting is on Saturday. 

Abmour 

851.4061 Motion Pictures/55 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the President of the Motion Pictwre 
Producers and Distributors of America^ Inc. {Will H. Hays) 

Washington, May 4, 1929. 

Embassy at Paris in reporting meeting of French and American 
film interests held May 1st mentions aggressive stand taken by certain 
American film men which led to an absence of the cordiality hitherto 
marking the negotiations and which is believed to be ill-calculated to 
aid the progress of further discussions. The Embassy notes further- 
more that when asked to submit alternate proposal to take the place of 
the quota, the American representatives had nothing to bring for- 
ward which, as the Embassy suggested in its telegram of April 19, 
would not appear to strengthen the American position. 

It is of course unnecessary to point out that the success of the pres- 
ent negotiations is largely dependent upon the cooperation to be pre- 
served by representatives of the American industry and their support 
of the leader you have designated to represent them. 

J. Eeuben CiiAKK, Jr. 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/58 : Telegram 

The President of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of 
America^ Inc. {Will H. Hays)^ to the Secretary of State 

New Tork, May 5, 1929. 

[Received May 6.] 

Your wire received. Agree of course with your suggestions of need 
of cordiality and united action. Am sure that is purpose of American 
industry there. We have several times suggested tariff instead of 
quota and will continue so to be \_dof']. We are unable to finance 
French production or pay French producers actual cash to win their 
support for abandonment of quota which is what they ask. There wiU 
be no doubt about the American industry cooperating among them- 
selves and supporting our representative conducting the negotiations, 
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also they will support our Goveriunent’s representative there. Our 
own reports do not vindicate facts same as your wire infers, and I will 
have man [at] your office tomorrow. Am very anxious to pursue fully 
program agreed upon with State Department and appreciate your 
interest in matter. 

WuuL H. Hats 


851.4081 Motion PictTires/56 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

Washington, May Y, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

138. Tour 189, May 2, 4 p, m. and 192, May 6, noon.^® Tor your 
guidance. 

Representative of Hays organization informs Department as fol- 
lows: (1) That American film interests are unalterably opposed to 
contingent plan and will fight present system in any form to the 
finish; (2) That while it is not desired to take the initiative in endors- 
ing a tariff proposal, increased customs duties or taxes, even if rela- 
tively high, would be a solution acceptable to interests represented by 
the Hays organization. 

Stimson 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/63 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Arm/our) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 9, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

145. Reports in the press have it that French Government is con- 
sidering solution of film controversy whereby a relatively high tax 
would be laid on all foreign films entering France and the proceeds 
thereof would be given to French film industry. Under section 303 of 
the Tariff Act of 1922,®^ it is apparently mandatory on the Secretary 
of the Treasury to impose countervailing duties in case of exportation 
to the United States of any article enjoying directly or indirectly 
benefit of a bounty or grant upon production in the country of origin. 

In view of Commercial Attache’s participation in the hearings before 
the French authorities, the Embassy should guard against possible 
imputation of responsibility in the event that France, without full 
knowledge of the possible consequences, should adopt any measure 
which might require imposition of additional American duties on 
French films exported to this country. 


natter not printed. 
“42 Stat. 858, 935. 


Stimson 
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851*4001 Motion Pictures/64 ; Telegram 

TTie Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 11, 1929— noon. 

[Received May 11—10 : 30 a. m.] 

206. Department’s 138, May 7, 6 p. m., and 145, May 9, 5 p. m. and 
previous telegrams exchanged between Embassy and Department. 

The American film interests have taken the definite position that 
they would pay nothing to the French film industry; that payments 
would be made only to Frendh Government. As any payments 
thus made would increase the general revenue of the French Govoiu- 
ment, it might, as a result, without any earmarking assist situation of 
the French film industry by alleviation of taxes or other Tnaang "W^ould 
the Department regard this as an indirect bounty within terms of sec- 
tion 303 of TariflF Act ? Our feeling here had been that this act which 
was designed for protection and advancement of American interests, 
would not be construed so as to be a hindrance to arriving at a settle- 
ment advantageous to American interests. 

As the Department is aware, the difficulty so far has been to find 
any solution which would enable the French to abandon the appli- 
cation of the contingent principle, and so far the increase of customs 
duties has been the only proposal evolved. Informal negotiations 
have now reached point where French Film Commission feels that 
matter must be referred back to Frangois-Poncet, whereupon pre- 
sumably the French Government will study possibilities of the appli- 
cation of this principle of higher duties or taxes. Any suggestion to 
the French that the application of this principle would result in the 
creation of further difficulties for French films exported to the United 
States would seem, as matter of necessity, to imperil its already prob- 
lematical adoption. 

Of course I appreciate the Department’s point that the French 
Government must not agi’ee to any solution under a misapprehension; 
I wish only to inquire whether application of section 303 of the 
Tariff Act, which Department suggests, is so probable that MacLean 
should inform Frangois-Poncet with regard to it. 

Will the Department please instruct me fully on this question, with 
specific reference to course which the Commercial Attachd is to follow? 

Armour 
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851.4061 Motion Pictures/71 : Megram 

The Secretary of State to the Chaxrge in Frcmoe (^Armowr) 

Washington, May 13, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

154. Your 206, May 11, noon. Section 303 of Tariff Act states 
specifically tliat ‘^whenever any country (hiatus) person, partnership, 
association, cartel or corporation shall pay or bestow, directly or 
indirectly, any bounty or grant upon the manufacture or production 
or export of any article or merchandise manufactured or produced 
in such country,” there shall be levied in the case of importation of 
any such article into the United States “an additional duty equal to 
the net amount of such bounty or grant, however the same be paid 
or bestowed.” 

Treasury Department cannot give an official ruling or interpreta- 
tion of its attitude prior to actual occurrence of a case of this kind, 
but Customs official states informally and unofficially that provisions 
of Section 303 are unequivocal, that Treasury is constantly on the alert 
for just such a case as the New Yorh Times now reports to be under 
consideration . by the French Government, and that in the event of 
such a proposal being adopted there would probably be no alternative 
for Treasury Department but to impose countervailing duties on all 
French film s actually exported to the United States. 

While it is conceivable, as you suggest, that an alleviation of taxes 
might escape the application of Section 303, yet the attitude of the 
Treasury is such as to suggest that it might regard this case as coming 
within the provisions thereof. It would appear desirable, therefore, 
purely as a precaution against eventual misunderstanding, that the 
Commercial Attache should mention Section 303 and its possible con- 
sequences in the course of his forthcoming conversations with the 
Undersecretary for Fine Arts. 

Stemson 


851.4061 Motion Plctures/77 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

Washington, May 28, 1929 — 6 p. m. 

177. Hays informs the Department by telephone that MacLean 
has apparently told the Minister of Fine Arts that the motion picture 
industry would be satisfied with the continuance of last year’s status. 
Hays is much disturbed at this since he states that the industry has 
determined, if possible, to do away with the quota system. He thinks 
the Minister of Fine Arts is friendly and is afraid of the effect of 
MacLean’s alleged statement. Please report facts. 

Stimson 


323423 — 43— vol. II 73 
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861.4061 Motion Pictures/78 : Telegram 

The Charge m France {Armowr) to the Seoreta^ of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 29, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 2:55 p. m.] 

242. Department’s No. 177, May 28, 6 p. m. Pursuant to your 
telegrams Nos. 145, May 9, 5 p. m., and 154, May 13, 7 p. m,, the 
Commercial Attach^ called on the Under Secretary for Fine Arts 
on May 27 to discuss question of the possible application of section 
303 of Tariff Act should any plan be attempted whereby French film 
industry would receive financial aid from the Government. I under- 
stand that the only other person present during the discussion was 
the Director of Fine Arts. 

The Under Secretary took this occasion to reassert his dissatisfaction 
with the contingent system and his intention to continue studying 
possibility of putting on increased customs duty in its place. Fran- 
Qois-Poncet stated, however, that, even were this principle of tariff 
regulations approved, to apply it would require new legislation and, 
in consequence, would involve further delay, whereas some immediate 
action is clearly necessary. He explained situation by saying that in 
view of insistence on the part of the Chambre Syndicale not only 
upon maintenance of the contingent system but of {upon?’] its applica- 
tion in most severe foi'in, and from fact that the Chambre Syndicale is 
largely under influence of Jean Sapcine,^* who, as Department is aware, 
possesses considerable power both politically and with French press, 
the Government would find it extremely difficult to reject flatly th^ 
proposals of the Chambre. 

The Under Secretary expressed opinion that the best hope, there- 
fore, of a solution acceptable to American interests lay in gaining 
time through maintenance of the status quo for another year during 
which time the French Government will guarantee a sincere attempt 
to find a solution that is mutually satisfactory. 

Parenthetically, I may say that the clear implication seems to he 
that only by there being more time given is there any chance of the 
shelving of the contingent principle. 

The Under Secretary then asked whether the American film com- 
panies would resume business in France if the statw quo were pro- 
longed. MacLean made it clear in I'eply that only the complete 
abolition of the objectionable contingent system would be acceptable; 
but, as his own informal opinion, he said that if maintenance of the 
status quo was the only possible temporary method of keeping way 


French Motion Picture Chamber of Commerce. 

Head of a group of French motion picture production and operation companies. 
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open for eventual adoption of another system, he felt that the Amer- 
ican film interests might he willing to resume their sales. 

There would seem to be little doubt that the Under Secretary freely 
understood MacLean’s reply as he gave it, and that the version tele- 
graphed to Hays, presumably by Harold Smith, represents slightly 
exaggerated interpretation of what actually took place. 

AjElftfOTJK 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/81 : Telegram 

The Acting SecTetary of State to the Ohofrge in France (Armotir) 

Washington, June 3-5 1929 — 11 a. m, 
180. It is reported to the Department that Sapene has persuaded 
French Cabinet officers that American film interests will accept the 
4 to 1 quota and thirty per cent free entry for three years and that the 
matter will probably be decided in this sense at Cabinet meeting Tues- 
day. Hays informs the Department that AjaieriGan film interests 
cannot accept any such decision, that on the contrary they will with- 
draw entirely from France as soon as their present contracts expire. 
You should inform Foreign Office of this before the Cabinet meeting, 
explaining that the decision was unanimously reached at a meeting 
of all motion picture companies held in New York last Friday. 

CliABK. 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/87 ; Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armow) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, June 7, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received June 7 — 4:19 p. m.] 

266. Department’s 180, June 3, 11 a. m. Contents communicated 
to Foreign Office as directed. 

Today I was informed by the Foreign Office that the French Gov- 
ernment has reached no decision; that there is a strong sentiment in 
favor of the contingent quota but that the French Government will 
endeavor to reach a solution in the best interests of France and also 
taking into consideration our Government’s point of view. 

Foreign Office hopes that our Government will understand the dif- 
ficult situation in which it is placed. 

Foreign Office states that local American companies have received 
instructions from head organizations in the United States looking 
toward the closing of their establishments and discharging their per- 
sonnel thereby giving the impression that they consider the negotia- 
tions terminated unfavorably to themselves which is not the case 
However Foreign Office states that such action on part of companj 
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cannot but give the impression of endeavoring to bring pressure to 
bear on the French Government which may have adverse results if 
taken up by the press. The Foreign Office hopes that Hays can be 
persuaded to withdraw such instructions, if issued, at least until such 
time as a definite decision has been reached. 

Foreign Office wishes it to be distinctly understood that Sap^e does 
not represent the French Government’s views and is not authorized to 
speak for it. 

Armotjk 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/92 : Tdegram 

The Oharge m Framjoe {Armour) to the Secretary of Sta^e 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, Jime 10, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received June 10 — 3 p. m.] 
274. Embassy’s telegram No. 266, June 7, 8 p. m. I was told today 
by Mr. Harold Smith that in the course of a friendly informal con- 
versation he and several other representatives of American film com- 
panies were having with the Under Secretary on June 7, Frangois- 
Poncet had made definite statement that the French Cabinet could 
not possibly come to decision on the film question until the matter of 
the debt agreements*^ was out of the way. Frangois-Poncet added 
that although the debt agreements debate would begin on June 25, he 
did not think that a decisive vote could be reached before end of the 
month. 

Armour 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/91 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

Washington, June 10, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

192. Department understands that French press takes attitude that 
this Government is not interested in film matters. The following 
statement was given to the press on Saturday and it might be well for 
you to give similar statement in Paris. 

“Last March the Department instructed various American missions 
in Europe to present the American point of view on the moving picture 
situation. Broadly speaking, this was that the various quota systems 
which have been put into effect by various Governments are destructive 
of the liberty in international commerce which was the basis of the 
recent discussions concerning export and import restrictions. It was 
pointed out that foreign interest in American films had led to extensive 
American investment in foreign countries and that this investment 


** See Foreign RelaUons, 1926, vol. H, pp. 91 ff. 
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was jeopardized by arbitrary Government measures which change from 
month to month. It was pointed out that, aside from censorship 
measures, there should be the freest exchange of films, and that the 
motion picture industry in this country had always been most friendly 
and helpful in the importation of good foreign films, and the hope was 
therefore expressed that appropriate steps might be taken to remove 
the restrictive regulations which not only jeopardize American invest- 
ments but would hinder the international development of the film 


industry. 

Since that time the Department has made no further protest but 
has watched developments and has gladly transmitted statements made 
by the Industry here to the various bodies considering the question. 

The principal debate on the matter which has centered around a 
quota system has occurred in Paris. A few days ago the Department 
sent a statement made by the organized film interests that, if this quota 
system should be definitely established, American motion picture in- 
terests would probably be compelled to withdraw from France alto- 
o-ether. The latest word from Paris is that the French Government 
has reached no decision and that, although there is sentiment in f a^'^r 
of a contingent quota, every effort will be made to come to an equitable 
solution of the whole matter. The Department understands that all 
negotiations in Paris are being carried on by the representative of the 
motion picture industry who is being assisted by the Commercial 
Attach^.” 

Stemson 


851,4061 Motion Pictures/96 : Megram 

The GKo/rge i/n FT(j/rhC 0 to the Secrotct/ry of Stctite 

Paris, June 11, 1929—6 p. m. 

[Received June 11 — 5 : 07 p. m.] 
277. Your 192, June 10, 11 a. m. Petit Pcmsien^ Jomrnal and Matin 
in Sunday editions made short inside page comment on your Saturday 
statement. While it is true that they colored the matter in the sense 
of the first sentence of your telegram, the brevity of and inconspicuous 
place given to these items would seem to render them fairly innocuous. 

[Paraphrase.] The press has been full of polemics on the film ques- 
tion for so long that even statements which are desired to rectify 
inaccuracies and to present the plain facts are now likely to arouse 
fresh attacks extending beyond the field of moving picture films, and 
to confuse issues rather than to clarify them. As regards the press, 
the situation is rendered even more delicate by the fact that the 
newspapers controlled by Pierre Coty (which in this matter may be 
followed by others) have seized upon this occasion to attack the group 
of newspapers which is opposed to them. 

For that reason I feel that were the Embassy to give out statement 
contained in your telegram No. 192, even if it should be specified to 
come from you, it would only add new fuel to the fire and would be 
assailed by press hostile to us on this question as an unusual, if not an 
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improper, method of procedure while a decision on the part of the 
Government is pending ; and this attack might well be delivered in such 
wise as to necessitate consideration of advisability of making a 
further reply in the press. It is of course possible, furthermore, that 
the local American press would handle statement in such a way as 
further to complicate and intensify the controversy. 

I find myself the more confirmed in this view inasmuch as the de- 
cision is now entirely in hands of the French Government, which is 
fully cognizant of the facts in the case. No statement on our part 
would affect it beneficially no matter how straightforward the state- 
ment is and how plainly it appears to clear up misunderstandings. 

The foregoing is submitted as my considered opinion. If it should 
not meet with your approval, however, of course I shall at once 
give statement to press, both French and local American, through 
the usual channels. [End paraphrase.] 

Armoto 


851-4061 Motion Pietures/111 : Telegram 

Tke Ohofrge in France (ArTnour) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, July 12, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[Received 2 : 35 p. in.] 

333. Embassy has just received from Foreign Office, under covering 
letter dated yesterday referring to French note of April 18th (see 
my despatch No. 9487 of April 19), an undated note from “The 
Under Secretary of State for Fine Ails charged by the French Gov- 
ernment with following this affair” (i. e. the film question) of which 
the following is a translation : 

“The French Government has received the conclusions of the 
Cinematograph Superior Control Commission concerning the regime 
which is to be applied in France from October 1st, next, to the en- 
trance of foreign nlms. These conclusions are favorable to the main- 
tenance of a contingent regime. 

However, it has appeared to the French Government that in con- 
formity with the desires expressed by American producers and nota- 
bly by the representative of the Hays group, the adoption of another 
system of protection based upon a customs arrangement might be 
contemplated without, however, it being possible now to give any 
assurance on this latter point. 

But the study of means for realizing such a system concerns sev- 
eral ministerial departinents and thereby necessitates a certain delay. 

The Control Commission, which in such an event would have agam 
to be consulted, lias asked that {the'} representatives of^ the Hays 
group if the firms and organizations which compose this group would 

In telegram No. 197, June 13, the Charge was instructed that, in view of 
the circumstances, the Department expected him to use his discretion regarding 
the release of the statement. 
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be inclined to continue or to resume their business in France during 
the time which this new study would require. 

The Commission is reported to have received a negative reply. 

The French Government desires to know if this refusal was in 
fact given and if it will be maintained. It is proper indeed to point 
out that if it were so the French Government, in view of the decision 
which it must tak^ could only abide by the solution proposed by the 
Superior Control Commission.” ‘ 

A copy and translation of the above note and covering letter going 
forward by today’s pouch.®® 

[Paraphrase.] I presume that the Department will be given full 
and exact information by Mr. Hays of the circumstances surround- 
ing the alleged query regarding the continuance or resumption of 
business in France and the answer to the query as set forth in the 
note quoted above. [End paraphrase.] 

Armour 

851.4061 Motion Pictures/138 : Telegram 

The CTharge in France (^Armowr) to the Secretary of State 
[Paraphrase— Extract] 

PAms, September 18, 1829 — ^10 a. m. 

[Received 12 : 4S p. 

427. Yesterday evening Harold Smith came to the Embassy and 
stated that Hays had telephoned him to try to obtain the insertion of 
an additional clause in the proposed agreement so that it would read 
as follows: . . . a system based on a method of protection dif- 
ferent from the actual one and not based on a quota provision. 

An added clause of the kind indicated would, I believe, be de- 
sirable and I consider it proper to endeavor to obtain its acceptance. 
However, it should be pointed out that probably difSLculties will 
be encountered in obtaining its acceptance by the French. ... 

• • • • • * * 

Armour 


851,4061 Motion Pictures /1 39 : Telegram 

The Charge in Frcm.ce {^Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, September 19, 1929 — 11 a.m. 

[Received 11 : 45 a. m.®®] 

429. Embassy’s: telegram No. 427, September 18, 10 a. m. At an 
interview last night with Frangois-Poncet, which was attended by the 


®"Not printed. , 

^ Telegram in four sections. 
Telegram in two sections. 
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Commercial Attache, the Assistant Commercial Attache, and 
Harold Smith, the draft of an agreement was submitted to the Under 
Secretary containing the additional clause mentioned in first para- 
graph of my No. 427 and certain other strengthening changes; for 
example, the inclusion of sound and talking, as well as silent, films 
and the specific definition of the quota. 

Without expressing any objection or in fact any definite opinion 
Frangois-Poncet said that he would take the new draft under con- 
sideration and that after he had conferred with Delac he would 
see Smith later in the evening. Parenthetically it may be added that 
in the course of the conversation he again intimated clearly that in 
his mind the principle of tariff protection was the end to be attained. 

At his interview later with Smith, the Under Secretary said that 
Delac had vigorously opposed the new clause regarding the abolition 
of quota, stating that at an informal conference which had recently 
taken place between him, two other leaders of the French film in- 
dustry, and the Paramount representative, the latter had agreed that 
this new clause making provision for quota abolition was not neces- 
sary, and he had even gone so far as to approve the draft of an agree- 
ment which did not contain this clause. According to what Smith 
says, this conference was held without his knowledge, he having 
learned about it only yesterday. 

Under these circumstances Smith felt that there was no alternative 
to his agreeing to suppression of this clause ; accordingly he agreed, 
upon Fran^ois-Poncet’s conveying to him Delac’s assurances that rest 
of agreement, including the changes above mentioned, was acceptable 
to him. 

If this agreement is in turn accepted by Hays and there remains 
no further obstacle to its immediate signing and to the required action 
by the Cinema Control Commission, Frangois-Poncet requests that 
our Government send an oflScial answer to the French Government’s 
note of July 11. The Under Secretary desires that this reply [coin- 
cide in time ?] as nearly as possible with the signature. If the Depart- 
ment perceives no objection to this procedure the desired reply, sent 
by cable, presumably would recite willingness of the American film 
industry to resume business upon conditions embodied in the agree- 
ment. [End paraphrase.] 

i i 'Armour 


President of the Ohambre Syndicale. 
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851.4061 Motion Picture/140 : T^egram 

The Charge in France^ (Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, September 19, 1929 — 6 p.m. 

[Eeceived September 19 — 2 : 50 p. m.] 

4:33. My 427, September 18, 10 a. m. Agreement signed this after- 
noon by Smith and Delac and approved by Chambre Syndicale. Text 
being cabled by Smith tonight. 

Cinema Control Commission meets on Tuesday and presumably 
will take necessary action. 

With reference to last paragraph of my telegram. [Paraphrase.] 
Although a reply by our Grovernment presumably cannot now be made 
nearly simultaneous with the signature of the agreement and al- 
though its lack is not going to hold up consummation of negotiations 
(namely, adequate action on part of Cinema Control Commission), 
it still seems clearly desirable, nevertheless, that Fran^ois-Poncet’s 
request be complied with at earliest possible moment. [End para- 
phrase.] 

Armotir 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/146 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to tJie Charge in France (^Armour) 

WASHEKroTOK, September 21, 1929 — ^2 p.m. 

299. Tour recent telegrams on film agreement particularly 433, 
September 19, 6 p.m., last paragraph. 

In telegram to Hays dated September 20 Department stated that 
it would be glad to convey to French Government through appropri- 
ate channels such assurances in answer to French note of July 11^^ 
as he might wish to give. Hays’ reply of same date gives text of 
agreement as signed and then reads as follows : 

^‘This is a modified redraft of a compromise proposal suggested on 
September 4th by Frangois-Poncet at the meeting attended by the 
Commercial Attache and Harold Smith in Frangois-Poncet’s office. 

The suggestions of September 4th were carefully considered by the 
American industry and taken up with our State Department and our 
Embassy in Paris and after due thought we decided [sic] Mr. Smith 
on September 17th to consult with our Embassy as to method and 
then proceed to conclude matter with slight modifications of the Sep- 
tember 4 suggestions. The above agreement meets our necessities 
and if it meets with your approval it is satisfactory to us fof you to 
advise the minister that we are able to meet his wishes and that im- 
mediately upon the approval of the above accord by the Cinema Con- 


" Not printed. 

^ See telegram No. 333, July 12, from the Charg4 in France, p. 1018. 
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trol Commission and the competent ministry the American companies 
will start selling in France. Also that we are hopeful that in the 
conferences contemplated in the near future a permanent agreranent 
may be reached which will be satisfactory to all parties. If you 
think any other assurance should be given by us or any different 
wording more appropriate you will be free to indicate to me and 1 
will be pleased to accept any suggestions. The Department’s own in- 
formation the accord is not of course an adequate conclusion as to the 
unfair present quota regulation but in view of all the circumstances 
and to advance the amity both in the film industry and generally we 
know it should be settled for the present as above set out and we will 

P roceed immediately to sell upon the approval by the Cinema Control 
lommission and the minister \com,fetent min-Ustry]. We are hope- 
ful that immediately thereafter the French will proceed with the 
study of the situation as suggested in the French note to this Govern- 
ment of July 11 and that the negotiations may be carried on in a 
friendly spirit and earnestly toward a final conclusion upon a funda- 
mentally fair basis. To that end we will aid in every possible way. 
The organized industry appreciates thoroughly the cooperation of the 
Department in the whole matter.” 

You may convey to appropriate authorities in response to Foreign 
Office note of July 11 Hays’ assurances as above set forth that imme- 
diately upon the approval of the agreement by the Cinema Control 
Commission and the competent ministry the American companies will 
start selling in France. 

[Paraphrase.] Hays indicated, in oi-al discussion, that approval of 
“competent ministry” as si^ecified in the last paragraph of the agree- 
ment would in his mind mean approval by the Under Secretary for 
Fine Arts. He expressed no concern, however, regarding the precise 
form which approval by the competent ministry should take. [End 
paraphrase.] 

SrtMSoiT 


851.4061 Motion Pictures/ 148 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, September 25, 1929 — 10 a. m. 

[Received Seiptember 25 — 8 : 30 a. m.] 
447. Department’s 299, Sept. 21, 2 p. m. Official answer conveying 
Hays’ assurances was welcome to appropriate French authorities. 
As Cinema Control Commission of Inquiry, presided over by 
Fran^o^s-Poncet, yesterday evening unanimously approved agree- 
ment of Sept. 19 and [as] Fran^*ois-Poncet himself has reiterated his 
approval of this agreement, the present negotiations have come to a 
successful conclusion. With the state of mind now prevailing it is 
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reasonable to hope that a permanent agreement on a satisfactory 
basis will be arrived at within the time specified,^ and the Embassy 
is correspondingly gratified with the results obtained. 

Asmottr 


PROTEST AGAINST USE OF THE DESIGN OF THE AMERICAN FLAG 

FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES AS CONTRAVENING THE CONVEN- 
TION OF JUNE 2, 1911, FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIAL 

PROPERTY" 

811.015251/20 

The Secretary of State to the OhargS in France {Arriumr) 

No. 4253 Washington, September 19, 1929. 

Snt ; The Department has received a letter from the Department of 
Commerce, a copy of which is enclosed herewith,^ regarding a trade- 
mark No. 148177, bearing the American flag, which was published in 
the Official Bulletin of the French Trade-Mark Office on May 23, 
1929. 

The registration of this trademark would appear to be in conflict 
with the provisions of the Convention for the Protection of Indus- 
trial Property, signed at Washington on June 2, 1911. Article 6 
of this Convention states that trademarks may be refused or invali- 
dated which are contrary to the public order. Article 6 of this Con- 
vention provides : 

“It is understood that the use of badges, insignia or public decora- 
tions which shall not have been authorized by competent powers, or 
the use of official signs and stamps of control and of guaranty 
adopted, by a unionist country, may be considered as contrary to 
public order in the sense of No. 3 of Article 6”. 

Since this Government has not authorized the use of the Ameri- 
can flag in connection with this trademark, you are instructed to 
communicate with the Foreign Office in the sense of the foregoing and 
request that steps be taken to invalidate trademark No. 148177 issued 
to the Soci6t4 Industrie et Commerce du Fruit Conserve par le 
Sucre. 

I am [etc.] For the Secretary of State : 

Nelson Trusler Johnson 


"Before May 1. 1930. 

" For text of the convention, see For^gn Relations, 1918, p. ^63. 
"Not printed. 
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811.015251/22 

Thi ClKerge in France (Armov/r) to the Secretary of State 

No. 10036 Pabis, November 23, 1929. 

[Eeceived December 4.] 
Sir: With reference to this Embassy’s despatch No. 10007 of l^o- 
vember 18, 1929," enclosing a copy and translation of a note from 
the Foreign Office in which it was stated that the Soci6t4 Industrie 
et Commerce du Fruit Conserve par le Sucre had been advised semi- 
officially that it would be to its interest to give up trade-mark No. 
148177, bearing the American flag, I have the honor to report that 
I am in receipt of a further note from the Foreign Office, dated 
November 21, 1929, in regard to this matter. In this note it is stated 
that the company has replied that it was its intention to register 
before the Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine a renunciation of the 
trade-mark in question and as soon as possible to dispose of all 
containers and labels on which it is reproduced. 

I have [etc.] Norman Armour 


Not printed. 
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INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE PLAN FOR THE FINAL 
SETTLEMENT OF GERMAN REPARATIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS, JUNE 7, 1929* 

462.00B296/2618i 

Memorandmn of a Ooruversation 'Between the Secretmpy of State (md- 
the British Ambassador (Howcerd) 

[■Washington,] January 12, 1929. 

The British Ambassador called to inquire if the Government was 
still of the opinion that it did not desire an American on the Experts 
Committee to be chairman. I informed the Ambassador that the 
United States had not changed its opinion ; that it was its desire that 
an American should not be elected chairman; that it was also the 
desire of Mr. Young * that he should not be elected chairman because 
his wife was ill and he expects to take an alternate with him and he 
might have to leave at any time; that it was a question principally 
interesting the European Governments; the United States desired, 
of course, that any advice or assistance they could get from Ameri- 
can experts that they should get it but it was largely a question for 
the European Governments; that if they got in a jam where they 
could not organize, Mr. Young would communicate confidentially 
with the President and the President, of course, would give it most 
sympathetic consideration as he did not wish to deprive our delegates 
of rendering assistance; that he had left that in the hands of Mir. 
Young. I adied the Ambassador to request his Government to keep 
this in strict confidence and to leave the matter in the hands of 
Mr. Young. He said he would do it. 

F[rANK] B. K[EtLOQG] 

WEhjaam] B. C[AsniE] 


^ Pop correspOBd.6iice rslating to tlio establisluaent of tlie conunitteo, seo 
Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, pp. 871 ff. See also Great Britain, Cmd. 3343 
(1929) : Report of the Committee of Experts on Reparations. 

^ Owen D. Young. 
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462.00B296/2622 : Telegram 

TThe Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, J anuary 17, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

[Received 10 : 50 p. m.®] 

32, Reparation 175, 

1. Have just received letter from Reparation Commission z^ead- 
ing as follows: 

Dear Mr. Wilson : I enclose herewith the text of a communi- 
cation which, if you see no objection, it is desired that you should make 
to the United States Government on behalf of the Reparation Com- 
mission and the Gtei*man Goveimment, with respect to the appoint- 
ment of United States citizens as members of the Experts Committee. 
(Signed) F. Chapsal.” 

The communication in question reads as follows: 

“The six Governments having selected Messrs. Owen D. Young and 
John Pierpont Morgan as members of the Committee of Experts to 
be established according to the decision reached at Geneva on Sep- 
tember 16, 1928,^ the German Government and the Reparation Com- 
mission propose to appoint them accordingly. The mandate of this 
committee is fixed as follows : “Rhe German, Belgian, French, Brit- 
ish, Italian and Japanese Governments, in pursuance of the decision 
reached at Geneva on September 16, 1928, whereby it was agreed to 
set up a Committee of Indo{>endent Financial Experts, hereby en- 
trust to the Committee the task of drawing up proposals for a com- 
plete and final settlement of the reparation problem : these proposals 
shall include a settlement of the obligations resulting from the exist- 
ing treaties and agreements between Germany and the creditor 
powers. Tlie Committee shall address its report to the Governments 
which took part in the Geneva decision ana also to the Reparation 
Commission.’ The German Government and the Reparation Com- 
mission on behalf of the powers which it repi'esents desire to inquire 
whether the United States Goveniment sees any objection to such 
apimintments.” 

2. Have received identical letter and communication from Kriegs- 
lasten Kommission signed Boden. (Boden is in charge of the Kriegs- 
lasten Kommission in Rup pel’s absence.) 

3. The Committee is veiy anxious to make the appointments as 
soon as possible and, without in any way wishing to press the United 
States Government for a reply, is hoping to hold a meeting for that 
purpose on the afternoon of Saturday the 19th. If it were possible 
to furnish me with the text of the i*eply by that time it would, I am 
sure, be greatly appreciated by the Commission. 

* Telegram in two sections. 

Edwin C. Wilson, First Secretary of Embassy in France, and American an- 
oflficial representative on the Reparation Commission. 

* See the London Times, September 17, 1928, p. 12. 
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4. I understand that British Foreign Office had by last night re- 
ceived replies from all Governments concerned agreeing on selection 
of Young and Morgan and that it had instructed Sir Esme Howard 
to approach them asking if they would serve on Committee. It will 
be noted that the procedure mentioned in paragraph 1 [of] my 
Reparation 173 ® has been expedited to the extent that action has now 
been taken by the Reparation Commission without waiting for the 
answer from Howard as to whether the American experts are willing 
to serve. This change was made by the Commission in agreement 
with the British Foreign Office, as it was felt that the replies from 
the Governments constituted the selection of the Americans and that 
this was all that was necessary before proceeding to consult with 
United States Government. 

Armour 


462.00R296/2622 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m France {Armovr) 

Washington, J anuary 18, 1929 — 3 p.m. 

29. Your No. 32, January 17, 7 p.m. I do»not understand what 
further communication the governments are waiting for. They all 
authorized the British Ambassador here to inquire of me if there 
were any objection to the six powers selecting and appointing Ameri- 
can experts, and on December 24th I informed the Ambassador that 
if the six governments desired to select and appoint American ex- 
perts on the committee this Government would have no objection. 

Yesterday the British Ambassador informed me that he was going 
to New York to offer the appointment to Young and Morgan and to 
Perkins as an alternate. I again informed him that this Government 
had no objection. I do not know of any further communication the 
foreign governments need. 

Your 24, January 15, noon.® I do not understand what communi- 
cation the Reparations Committee desires or needs to make to the 
United States Government as I understand all the governments have 
agreed upon these appointments. 

EjEIiLOGG 


462.00R296/2630 : Telegram 

The ATYhbassador in France (JBerrich) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, January 19, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
[Received January 19 — 6 : 19 p. m.] 

39. Reparation 176. 

1. At meeting this afternoon the Commission appointed, jointly 
with the German Government, Messrs. Young and Morgan as mem- 


Not Tvrinfflrl- 
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bers of the Committee of Experts each with power to appoint tis 
alternate. A communiqu4 to this ejffect is being issued to the press. 
Commission and the German Government are cabling direct to the 
American experts announcement of their appointment. 

2. I do not understand the last paragraph of Department’s 29, 
January 18, 3 p. m. The communication which the Reparation Com- 
mission made to the United States Government (transmitted in my 
Reparation 175, January 17, 7 p. m.) was for the purpose of submit- 
ting names to the United States Government before proceeding to 
the appointment of American members. The Department in its 
Reparation 67, January 9, 3 p, m.,® clearly indicated that it expected 
this to be done. The cable in question suggested “that names should 
be finally submitted by the Commission to this Government”. In ac- 
cordance with this suggestion, procedure was adopted comprising as 
a final step submission of names by the Commission to the United 
States Government. Reference to this procedure was made in 
Reparation telegrams 166, January 10; 169, January 11; 173, Jan- 
uary 15; and 174, January 16.^ The fact that the British Ambassa- 
dor on January 16th apparently submitted the names to the Depart- 
ment on his own initiative and was informed that there was no ob- 
jection was not known to the Coinmi&sion, Inasmuch as the Com- 
mission before proceeding to the appointment of the American mem- 
bers had requested to be informed (in its communication transmitted 
in my Reparation 175) whether there was any objection on the part 
of the United States Government, I replied this morning to the Com- 
mission’s letter giving the information contained in the first two 
paragraphs of the Department’s 29, January 18, 3 p. m. I sent a 
similar letter to the Kriegslasten Kommission. 

3. Arrangements are now being made for the Experts Committee 
to hold its first meeting in Paris on February 9th at the Bank of 
France. 

Uebbiox 


462.00B296/2630 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Prance (Herrick) 

Washington, J anuary 21, 1929 — 1 p. m. 
31. Your 39, January 19, 7 p.m., Reparations 176. It was merely 
my understanding that when Sir Esme spoke in the name of the 
Governments that that cancelled the procedure as previously arranged. 
I a.Tn glad, however, that you solved the difficulty by writing in time 
to Reparations Commission. 

EmJjOGG 


•Not printed. 
None printed 
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[The Committee of Experts was constituted with the foUowinsr 
membersnip : 


Belgian Experts: 
French Experts: 
German Experts: 
British Experts: 
Italian Experts: 


M. EJmile Francqui, M. Camille Gntt ; alternates : 

Baron Terlinden, M. H. Fabri. 

M. Emile Moreau, M. Jean Parmentier; alter- 
na tes : M. C. Moret, M. Edgar Allix. 

Er. Hjalmar Schacht, Dr. A. Voegler: alter- 
nates: Dr. C. Melchior, Mr. L. Kastl. 

Sir J osiah Stamp, Lord Revelstoke ; alternates ; 

Sir Charles Addis, Sir Basil Blackett. 

Dr. Alberto Pirelli, M. Fulvio Suvich ; alter- 
nates : M. Giuseppe Bianchini, M. Bruno 
Dolcetta. 


Japanese Experts : Mr. Kengo Mori, Mr. Takashi Aoki ; alternates : 
, . ^ Mr. Saburo Sonoda, Mr. Yasumune Matsui. 

American Experts: Mr. Owen D. Young, Mr. J. P. Morgan; alter- 
nates: Mr. Thos. N. Perkins, Mr. T. W. 
Lamont.] 


462.00R29S/2766a : Telegram 

The SeoretaTy of State to the A.7ribas8adoT in F/ance 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, February 28, 1929. 

60. For Owen Young: 

Can you send me by cable by early part of next week a general re- 
view of what has been accomplished and what the situation is in 
Paris; whether any total amount has been discussed, the prospects of 
fixing one, and the annual payments; and whether there is any real 
intention of floating a large bond issue soon. If you will send the 
message ^‘Personal for the Secretary” it will be communicated to no 
one but the President. 

E^EUIiOGG 


462,00R296/2768 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in France {Herrich) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, March 3, 1929 — ^9 a. m. 
[Received 2 : 20 p. m.®] 
84. Reparation No. 190. Message from Owen D. Young follows: 
“Experts Committee has been in session three weeks. First week 
was devoted to presentation by Germans of economic situation in 
Germany principally directed to establishing their contentions that 
Germany must pay over the frontier not less than one billion marks 

* Telegram in eleven sections. 

323423 — 43 — vnl. Ii 74, 
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per year for the services of her private debts of thirteen billion 
marfe principal; that of these borrowed thirteen billions not all 
has gone into productive enterprises, some of amount having been 
wasted or lost, especially in agriculture; and therefore as a conse- 
quence the liquid capital supply in Germany created by the loans is 
not in excess of face value of the loans; that Germany also has in 
addition a large amount of foreign bank deposits and other short 
obligations not offset by more than 25 or 30 percent of the cor- 
responding German obligations in other countries. Although the 
Germans did not seriously challenge the figures in Gilbert’s ® latest 
report, they objected to optimistic tone it carried and to the infer- 
ences to be drawn therefrom, 

German position was that, in view of facts ])i‘esented, if transfer 
protection were to be abolished Germany could not safely assume ob- 
ligation to pay annually over the frontier more than one billion 
marks on reparations, which with the out-payment service of her 
private loans would make altogether two billion marks per annum. 

The Committee devoted the second week to discxission of the num- 
ber of annuities and amounts of each. With regard to number, 
Germany took position that Treaty of Versailles in express terms 
looked to discharge of all war obligations in one generation ; while 
she disliked many things in that treaty, she did like this particular 
one, and, having accepted the treaty, she proposed to claim the benefit 
of this particular clause in it. Her position is that there is no reason 
for Germany’s yielding her position in regard to one generation 
merely because the Allied Governments have extended their payments 
over two generations or more. 

Question of number of annuities was then laid aside in order to 
take up investigation of what amount of annuity Germany would 
be able to pay, measured by her capacity. Result was three-point 
discussion: (1) How much could Germany pay unconditionally; 
(2) how much could she pay conditionally; (3) how much in de- 
liveries in kind could she pay ? 

Subcommittees were set up for the study of each of these questions. 

Lord Revelstoke was made chairman of tlie subcommittee on un- 
conditional payments, which has been working principally on ques- 
tion of how these payments should be set up and what machinery 
ought to be created to handle their mobilization and their commer- 
cialization if, sometime in the future, commercialization were to take 
place. 

Subcommittee on conditional payments, of which Sir Josiah Stamp 
is chairman, has been woi'king on question of transfer, as only dis- 

*S. Parker Gilbert, Agent Genex-al for Reparation Payments; see J^oreign 
Relations, 1924, vol. ii, pp. 135 ft. 

" Art. 233, Malloy, Treaties, 1910-1923, vol. xii, pp. 3331, 3420. 
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tinction between conditional and ‘ unconditional payments is that 
former are to be subject to a moratorium which Germany may de- 
clare for period not to exceed two years and which corresponds to 
similar provision in the American debt settlements. Moratorium 
applies only to transfers, and does not exempt Germany from obli- 
gation to raise through taxation and to pay internally the amounts 
required during moratorium period for service of the conditional 
payments. 

This subcommittee has also had under discussion the question of 
an advisory council from the creditor nations to come into existence 
(1) on Germany’s call or (2) in case of default on her part to advise 
either the German Government or the creditor powers, or both in 
regard to the situation. 

The third subcommittee, of which Perkins is the chairman, is 
working on deliveries in kind in endeavor to see to what extent they 
can be used, say over a period of ten years, to facilitate transfers 
from Germany. For the first year it is thought that deliveries might 
run as high as Y50 million marks, gradually diminishing year by 
year to the end of the period to 300 million marks, thereby easing 
the shock on German industries when such deliveries cease. 

During the third week we have held only one meeting of the main 
committee, which took place on Monday. E-est of the time has been 
devoted to work by the subcommittees. Next Monday all will make 
progress reports to the full committee. 

There are certain matters which fall outside the formal work 
of the Committee and the subcommittees. Important informal talks 
are going on and individuals are suggesting many different schemes 
which are not matured sufficiently to be brought formally before 
full Committee; of these, only two are important at present time. 

First, is that in private conversation with me Schacht has indicated 
that over a period of approximately thirty years Germany would 
pay through unconditional, conditional, and delivery-in-kind obliga- 
tions, amounts which our people have computed to have present 
value, excluding the amount payable to non-debtor powers on a 4% 
percent discount basis, of about 6,540,000,000 dollars. This amount 
is about 650 million dollars less than present value of the out-pay- 
ments of the creditor powers to the United States. Difficulty resides, 
however, in fact that when German payments are distributed in 
accordance with the Spa percentages^^ the several debtor countries 
do not come out with pro rata deficits. On a present value calcula- 
tion at 4% percent, Great Britain would show, in roimd figures, a 
deficit of 450 million dollars; in like manner Italy would show 

“ For text of tlie agreement between tlie Allies, signed at Spa, July 16, 1920, 
see Foreign Relations^ 1920, vol. u, p. 406. 
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deficit of substantially 490 million dollars; taken together these two 
countries would show a deficit of 900 million and one billion dollars. 
As for France and Belgium the former would show a surplus of 
about 220 million dollars and the latter approximately 65 million; 
together these two countries would show a total somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 275 million dollars. Thus the 650 million dollars 
deficit of Germany’s payments would be entirely undistributed. 
Also, while this excess would probably satisfy Belgium, it will not 
satisfy France, as she wants a larger contribution toward her own 
reconstruction. 

Probably Gei'many will be willing to make some sort of a side trade 
with Italy which will alleviate that situation, and Britidi Government 
may be willing to accept substantial deficit in order to get a settlement; 
t.biR is especially likely if deliveries in kind detrimental to Britisli 
industry are terminated within relatively short time. 

I have not transmitted to the representatives of the creditor coun- 
tries tide foregoing figures given me by Schacht as I hope to improve 
his offer before beginning negotiations with the creditor powers. 

Second important matter of the agenda is question of an interna- 
tional settlement and credit bank for handling of all the German 
obligations. The French and the Belgians would like to have all the 
German obligations put in one basket; then, if some were commer- 
cialized or mobilized, Germany would have to pay service on aU in 
order to be sure that payment was being made on the conunercialized 
obligations. That is to say, they would like to throw color of com- 
mercialized debts over entire amount of German obligations thereby 
diminishing risk of segregated and separate amount which might be 
held by bank agents of the creditor powers and therefore might be 
treated in future by Germany as political debts. 

To effectuate this program a bank has been suggested by Francqui 
which would be a mere shell to hold the German obligations in their 
entirety and to collect from Germany the service of such obligations 
and to make the distribution of it to the interested persons whether 
they be private or Government holders. 

On the other hand Schacht has proposed formation of an interna- 
tional credit bank into which Germany would pay substantial amount 
of capital, the shares issued against that capital to be distributed to 
the creditor countries in some agreed proportion. Under this plan it 
is contemplated that Gennany also should have privilege of becoming 
stockholder. 

I think that Schacht would make this payment in addition to figures 
which he has already suggested, as his object is to obtain establishment 
of a baiik with a capital which can grant credits to develop interna- 
tional trade and will thereby be a means of enlarging the total inter- 
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national business which Germany would be able to share through 
increased exports without being under compulsion of diverting exist- 
ing business from other nations in order to mate up her required 
export balance in addition to wiping out the average export deficit of 
two billions per year which she has had over the last four years. 

The questidn which we are now studying informally is whether 
Francqui’s bank and Schacht’s bank could not be combined and act as 
trustee ; receipt and collection of German obligations and their dis- 
tribution to be in one department, another department to act as credit 
bank and promote international trade, and a third department to 
handle and finance deliveries in kind. If bank were to perform all 
these acts, there would be practically no further need for Reparation 
Commission, as far as Germany is concerned. Briefly, we could 
abolish Reparation Commission, withdraw from Germany all the 
receivership machinery of the Dawes Plan,^^ obtain military evacuation 
and leave Germany a free and responsible power to deal, through the 
bank, with her own indebtedness. A bank of this sort would also be 
able to aid Germany in transfer, but it would not assume the respon- 
sibility for transfers. To sum it up, the world would be rid of all the 
war agencies and there would be turned over to the bank the machinery 
for handling the German obligations through the normal channels of 
finance and commerce, and thus, at one stroke, we would get rid of 
machinery which is largely political in character and which has been 
very embarrassing during the past decade because of that fact. 

It would be agreeable to Schacht to have such a bank located at 
Antwerp. We have said that we would not have it located at Geneva, 
and Schacht wishes to avoid political capitals anywhere. I do not 
know whether anything will come of the bank, but we can see its 
great possibilities to aid in all these debt settlements of the future 
and thereby render the United States, as creditor country, less the 
football of politics and source of constant irritation in Europe. 

The bank, it might be added, would be agency through which mo- 
bilization and commercialization, if there be any, would later take 
place. Indeed, the detail work of the three subcommittees described 
above would be merged into and become part of the organization of the 
bank if it were to be set up. 

If such a bank as has been described can be organized, it possesses, 
I believe, so many advantages for each country that a satisfactory 
settlement on figures will be reached; if plans along this line are 
formulated I intend to ask Schacht to offer new proposal based on 
these new conditions. 

See Foreign Relations, 1924, vol. n, p. 1; aad The Ewperts* Plan for Repara- 
tion Payments (Reparation Gommission, Paris, 192e) ; also printed in Great 
Britain, Omd. 2105 : Reports of the Expert Committees Appointed hy the Reparor 
tion Commission, 
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With, regard to inamediate flotation of a large bond issue in mm 
future, I quote a memorandum which Lamont has furnished me; 
he has been sitting in with Morgan on the first subcommittee : 

‘There has been no discussion whatever as to the issuance in the 
near future of any large block of reparation bonds jany newspaper 
reports to that effect are unfounded. Members of Itevelstoke com- 
mittee have been discussing among themselves eventual plans whick 
might ultimately make feasible the mobilization and sale of certain 
German annuities but no amounts or definite plans for issuance have 
as yet been talked of. Hitherto the socalled Eevelstoke group has 
been engaged chiefly in outlining some mechanism which would 
be in shape to function towards the issuance of reparation bonds on 
a reasonauble scale in the event that, subsequent to the issuance and 
adoption of the committee’s report, the Allied Governments should 
deem that market conditions were favorable for some such bond is- 
sue. There seems to be no present expectation here in any respon- 
sible quarters that prior to the adjustment of the committee any 
definite plan for bond sales will be laid out or agreed to.’ 

Neither in the Committee nor informally outside it has there been 
discussion of or any evident desire to discuss the debts due the United 
States. 

This message is intended solely for the President, the Secretary 
of State and the Secretary of the Treasury. [Young]” 

Herkiok 


462,00R296/2772 : Telegram 

The Ajrrib(iBS(idor ifri FvaTice (^Hevrioh^ to the SeoTetary of State 

[Paraphrase! 

Pakis, March 28, 1929 * — ^ p.m. 

[Received March 29 — 1 : 55 a. m.^‘] 

114. Reparation 200. From Young. For the President, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and yourself: 

“Experts Committee had reached impasse through inability to get 
figures on the table, and this morning in order to break deadlock 
I made following statement : 

‘The Committee has now reached the stage of its work where figures 
must be considered. Until now the Committee has devoted its at- 
tention to the development of methods and the creation of machine^ 
for the effective handling of such obligations and payment as will 
result from a settlement. We have felt that if “a complete and final 
decision of the reparation problem” were to be reached we must ar- 
range some mechanism such as the proposed bank for international 
settlements that would remove the German debt from the realm oi 
politics and place it upon a just and ordeidy financial basi^ ^ou 
have considered on the one hand the facts presented to you bearing 


“Quotation not paraphrased. 
“Telegram in two sections. 
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on the economic stren^h of Germany, and on the other hand the re- 
quirements of the creditor countries. Only after such important pre- 
liminary work could mtelligent consideration be given to the 
figures. 

The g^eral problem bristles with difficulties, one of which is the 
roethod of apprq^h. There has been a natural hesitancy on the part 
of those most vually interested to su gg est figures lest they be con- 
sidered oflers. So. with, the approval ot all the groups, the chairruan 
takes the responsibility of suggesting certain figures for discussion. 
It is^ a (hfficult and unwelcome task and I do it reluctantly in order 
to aid the _ Committee in its work. IMy American associates are in 
accord "^^h th^e suggestions but I make them on my own responsi- 
bility. information on which they are based has been gained 

largely from private discussion with the several groups. It is prob- 
able that each delegation will from its particular point of view regard 
them as unsatisfactory. That is one test and a rather vital one as to 
whether these suggestions fall within the area of fair debate. 

It is obvious at the start that the initial suggestion should deal in 
the amounts to be received by the larger creditor countries. The 
cases of countries entitled to lesser participations may well be post- 

E oned until it shall have been determined how the first amoimt shall 
e met. If the requirements of the larger creditors camiot be satisfied 
it is fruitless to discuss those of the others. If they can be, the 
problem, so far as this committee is concerned, is a common one of 
doing justice and equity to all. With this in mind I suggest that 
the committee consider a set of figures which will provide for the four 
larger creditor countries the f ollomng results : For France, her out- 
payments and not less than 40 milliard francs present value deter- 
mined on fair rate. For Italy, her out-payments and some reasonable 
additional amount for reparations taking into account her damage. 
For Belgium, her out-payments on the understanding however that an 
additional amount adequate to make the so-called mark settlement and 
provide for reparations will be arranged between Belgium and Ger- 
many. For Great Britain, her out-payments only and without reim- 
bursement for her arrears. 

The above sums are to be covered by annuities in addition to pro- 
viding for: 

{a) The prior service of the German external loan of 1924.^® 
(&) Costs of the armies of occupation and any expenses of 
administration under this plan. 

{c) Payments required to satisfy the awards of the Mixed 
Claims Commission.^® 

{d) Appropriate amounts (reserved for later discussion) for 
the out-payments and reparations of Servia and the remaining 
creditor powers. 

No suggestion is made by the chairman as to the number and 
amount of the annuities wmeh will produce the above, results; nor 
as to what part of the annuities if any should be qualified as to trans- 

" Provision for an external loan to Germany in the amount of $800,000,000 
was Included in the Dawes Plan; see The Experts* Plan for Reparation Pay- 
ments, p. 2. 

” Foreign Relations, 1922, vol. n, pp. 240 fiC. 
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fer or payable in deliveries in kind. These also are matters ■which 
should be developed by discussion. The question of how long a 
period annuities should run is merely a matter of apportioiuaeut 
It is a method of distributing a burden as distinguished from detef- 
mining it. How the annuities are to be made up, whether they ahaii 
be moderate in the earlier years and higher later, or high in the fir^ 
years and lower later, is silso a matter for examination and debate. 
It is certain that all of these matters will obtain careful considera’ 
tion by you if discussion of them can get a fair start -without prejudice. 

And finally it is not necessary to emphasize again that these sug- 

f :estions axe made only for the purpose of securing an area for fruit- 
ul debate. The chairman himself, like every other delegate, would 
wish to make all reservations on the question of what the final figures 
of the settlement should be. I believe that these specifications and 
the memorandum already presented at this meeting (this -will ^ 
cabled in subsequent message “) atford opportunity for illuminating 
and fruitful discussion; and I hope that when we reconvene next 
■week the active consideration of specific figures may begin.’ 

I regi'etted to have to deal with out-payment and with reparations 
separately, but as the creditor Governments had made all their fig- 
ures on that basis there was no other way of inducing creditor group 
to develop discussible figures. It has been agreed by all groups that 
these memoranda be treated with closest secrecy as any publicity 
might well arouse public opinion to point where conference would 
be broken up. [Young]” 

Herkcoe 


462.00K298/277S : Telegram 

The Amhaesador in France {Herrick) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, March 28, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

[Received March 29—2 : 54 a. m.’*] 

115. Reparation 201. Personal for the Secretary. 

[Paraphrase.] Following is text of memorandum referred to in 
Young’s statement contained in my telegram jN’o. 114, Reparation 200. 
Memorandum was prepared and circulated by the British, French, 
Belgians and Italians, who are the four principal creditor groups: 
[End paraphrase.] 

“After seven weeks of negotiations, the general lines of a new 
scheme facilitating for Germany the complete and definitive settte- 
ment of the problem of reparations has been sketched out in collabo- 
ration with the German group. It now remains to fix the aimuities 
which will be payable under this new regime. 

Upon the basis of the Dawes Plan the annuities reached two and 
a half milliards of gold marks and increase according to the move- 


” See infrck. 

“ Telegram In two sections. 
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ments of additional prosperity. These are the annuities that are 
payable at present and which will continue in being under the con- 
ditions established by the Dawes Plan if no agreement has been 
reached. 

The Governments alone are able to modify these figures but the 
experts can propose different ones within the framework of a new 
plan. ^ , 

By reason of the necessity for opening the discussion upon the 
annuities on a basis which will permit of reaching a solution ac- 
ceptable to all the following procedure is suggested : 

(1) To replace a part of the advantage of the index of pros- 

S erity by a participation by the creditor states in the profits of 
le International Bank and by the commercialization of a part 
of their credits which can be carried out by means of the bai^ ; 

(2) Readjustment of the standard annuity constitutes covering 
actually at the moment two categories of needs : 

(a) A part covering the exterior debts of the creditor Euro- 
pean states towards the United States of America; 

( J) The other part covering the internal claims resulting from 
damage sustained by title civil population — damage the existence 
of which justifies the whole of the allied credit. 

Subparagraph (a) As to the debts, 1,350,000,000 are indispensable as 
a constant annuity over 58 years to discharge it in full. At the 
moment, these annuities amount only to 870,000,000 but they will 
grow to reach 1,700,000,000 towards the end of the period. The dif- 
ference between 1,350,000,000 and 870,000,000 is at present kept as a 
balance by the European creditor states. In view of the fact that the 
new system permits the creditor states to mobilize their annuities, 
id est to have capital receipts in the immediate future, the creditor 
nations can give up these temporary surpluses and agree to distrib- 
ute these payments, following exactly the scale of payments made by 
each nation to the United States. 

The first part of the annuity can thus be lowered from the start 
from one thousand three fifty to eight seventy millions which will 
reduce considerably in the beginning to lthef~\ budgetary charge on 
Germany. This part of the annuity will be divided into two sections, 
one subject to transfer postponement corresponding to the debt annui- 
ties of each country, so far as these are subject to moratoria, and the 
second being an ordinary unconditional portion payable in any case. 

A part of the profits of the International Bank may be assigned 
to Germany and mount up to allow her to cover, after 37 y ear ^ all 
or part of the annuities remaining due for debt payment, the Grer- 
man budget having only (but being obliged) to complete the balance 
not covered by the product of the German share in the bank proiite. 

Subparagraph (J) The second part of the annuity should be made 
unconditional and mobilizable; its period which the creditor states 
might limit to 58 years would be converted to 37 years, the present 
value being kept unchanged. The experts of the creditor nataons, 
knowing the interior needs of their respective countries, are ready to 
study, each so far as it concerns himself, the reduction of their shares 
of the second part of the annuity thus calculated. 
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They are ready to open on this basis n^otiation figures with itb 
idea that it is possible to arrive by this procedure at results accept^ 
able to all. ■ 

Their proposition has no other aim than to furnish a basis of 
discussion to facilitate putting into practical application the program 
whose essential features have been traced in the course of the commit- 
tee’s work during its first weeks of session. 

This program, if taken as a whole, appears to them to meet the 
situation because it makes it possible to relieve the problem of repara- 
tions of all political character, to get rid of the flagrant controls 
which limit German sovei-eignty and the uncertainties which weigh 
upon her credit and her economic life, to create the International 
Bank with its great advantages for Germany, and finally to facili- 
tate international rapprochei/ie^it and the development of world 
prosperity.” 

Herrick 


462.001l200/2773b : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m France (Ar7nov/r) 

Washington, April 8, 1929^ — t p. m. 

102. Reparations Number 72. [ For Wilson.] 

Please bring the following strictl 3 ^ confidential message immediately 
to the attention of Mr. Owen Young: 

“The following memoi*andum has been prepared by the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the statements of wbich this Goveimment is in 
entire agreement : 

T am very much disturbed at the coiirst^. which is apparently being 
taken in Paris in the matter of the settlement of reparations as re- 
ported in the attached cable from Owen Young and in the article 
appearing in the JVew York Times under date of April 6, 1929. 

1, Previous cables from Mr. Young have described a proposed In- 
ternational Bank which is to be set up and the principal duty of 
which will be to collect i^eptiration x>ayiuents from Germany and to 
distribute them, wliether in cash or x^ayments in kind, to the creditor 
governments. In this connection you wnll remember that it is sug- 
gested that the Governor of tlie Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
or some one that he might desigiate as an alternate, should serve 
as a director of the xii'oposed International Bank. 

2. It is now proposed, both by Mr. Young and his American asso- 

ciates and the creditor governments, that German reparation pay- 
ments be divided into two categories: (a) Payment in satisfaction 
of the internal claims of the creditor governments^ resulting from 
the damages alleged to have been sustained by the civilian population. 
These claims are apparently to be unconditional, irreducible and to be 
paid over a shorter period of time than those in category (&). (i) 

Payments in this category are to correspond, dollar for dollar, to the 
payments to be made by the so-called creditor governments to the 
United States under the various debt settlement agreements, the 
X)eriods of payments to correspond exactly to the periods of payment 


“ Telegram No. 115, Reparation 201, supra. 
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provided for in the debt settlement agreements. In this connection 
they apparently then go so far as to provide that the moratorium privi- 
lege extended in our debt settlemoiit agreements shall apply to Ger- 
man payments in this category, the net effect of which would appear 
to be that when Germany fails in any given year to make a transfer 
the governments that are debtors to us will exercise the moratorium 
privilege. 

3. In the article appearing in the New ITorJc Twies it is suggested 
that the ainount which we receive in satisfaction of the claims of 
American citizens, which are now beingsatisfied through the machin- 
ery provided for by the Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928, may 
be diminished. • 

It is apparent from all of this that the position which has consist- 
ently been taken by this Government, that the payments of the war 
debts to this country were entirely independent in so far as the United 
States is concerned from any sums that the allied governments might 
collect from Germany, is being most effectively nrdlified. Theoreti- 
cally we may still maintain that our position is unchanged but prac- 
tically Germany will be paying her obligations directly to an Inter- 
national Bank on the Board of Directors of which our Federal Re- 
serve System is represented in the person of the Governor of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and these payments will be trans- 
ferred directly to us by the International Bank in payment of the 
obligations of the British, French, Belgian and Italian Governments. 
In other words, we will be collecting reparations from Germany in 
satisfaction of the allied debt to us through the means of an Interna- 
tional Bank which we have created and in the management of which 
we participate through the person of one of the principal officials of 
our Federal Reserve System. 

In so far as the payment of the mixed claims is concerned, I feel 
most strongly that the annual payment of Germany should not under 
any circumstances be reduced below the amount payable under the 
standard annuity. The Settlement of War Claims Act which pro- 
vided for the satisfaction of the just claims of our own citizens and 
incidentally provided for the temporary holding of 20 per cent of the 
property of German citizens, which, as a matter of policy, we were 
unwilling to confiscate, was based on the assumption that we could 
rely on the payment of such an amount over a considerable period of 
years. If that amount is reduced it will destroy the basis on which 
after so many years of effort these very difficult problems were finally 
adjusted. 

It is impossible for me to draw any other conclusion but that the 
American delegates have failed to maintain the position consistently 
taken by their government and that their failure to do so may have 
unfortunate consequences in the future in so far as the protection 
of America’s interests are concerned. If the settlement goes through 
as planned, for all practical purposes the United States will be the 
one creditor nation. The whole burden of the collection and trans- 
fer of reparation payments will fall on our shoulders and the allied 
debtor nations will have succeeded, by including Germany in their 
ranks, in creating a solid European front which will exert continued 
pressure for the reduction and the eventual repudiation of these 
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debts. In the meanwhile they will have created a most unfavorable 
popular atmosphere in this country for the capitalization of future 
payments and for the ultimate settlement of these debts on a fair 
and reasonable bases. 

In summary — 

1. That under no circumstances will Mr. Harrison or any other 
official of the Federal Reserve System be permitted to serve as a 
director of the International Bank or to name a director. 

2. That our Government would consider it most unfortunate, both 
from the standpoint of public sentiment in this country and such 
future steps as might be taken in the matter of a final settlement of 
war ddbts, if the proposed payments by Germany are divided into 
two categories, one of which is to be made to correspond exactly 
to payments by the allied governments to this country. 

3. That our Government cannot consent to a reduction of the 
payments to be made for account of mixed claims below the amount 
provided for under the standard annuity.’ ” ** 

SnMsoN 


4C2.00R296/2773C : Telegram 

TJie Seoretary of State to the Charge im. France {ArTrtowr) 

IParapbrasel 

Washington, April 9, 1929 — i p. m. 

103. Please show Department’s telegram No. 102, Reparation No. 
72, April 8, 7 p. m., to Mr. Frank B. Kellogg. I should like to 
know from him what the understanding was with Mr. Young and 
Mr. Morgan on subjects in that telegram. From the correspondence 
it would seem that we had distinct understanding that the European 
war debts owed to the United States were not to be made a subject 
of either inquiry or report. If Mr. Kellogg is in accord with 
sentiments expressed in Secretary Mellon’s memorandum, I should 
be glad to have him confer with the American representatives on 
the Experts Committee and to use his influence along the lines of the 
memorandum, 

Stimson 


462.00R296/2774 ; Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour') to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, April 10, 1929 — ^1 p- m. 

[Received 1 : 20 p. m.] 

139. From Kellogg. 

Department’s No, 103, April 9. I never saw Young’s statement of 
March 28 and its accompanying memorandum on annuities until 

®^Liaid down in the agreement of January 14, 1925, Foreign Relations, 1925, 
vol. n, pp. 145, 149. 

** Secretary of State, March 5, 1925-March 28, 1929. 
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this morning. On this subject I had no understanding whatever 
with Young and Morgan. The conditions under which our Govern- 
ment raised no objections to their appointment were stated in my 
telegram No. 368, October 31, 1928, to Embassy in Paris. ^ I do not 
f.hink that the President discussed this subject at all, but I was not 
present at their interviews either with him or with Mr. Mellon. 

I have seen your No. 102, April 8, and offer following comment 
on your sximmary : 

1. I agree with your view ; I do not understand, however, that it is 
an essential element of plan that an American should serve as director 
of the International Bank. Presumably this provision was inserted 
to give the United States opportunity for representation if the Gov- 
ernment desired it; it would be for you to decide that question later 
when it arises. 

2. I agree with your view that it would be unfortunate were the 
payments to be so divided that one category would correspond exactly 
to debt payment made by Allies to the United States. I cannot say 
whether such arrangement should be made, is in fact contemplated, or 
whether it would so appear in final report. 

3. I agree wholly that on mixed claims account there should be no 
reduction in our share, and I understand that Young has indeed 
recommended no change. 

I have arranged to see Young and Morgan this afternoon. 

AiororrK 


462.00K296/2776 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

.[Paraphrase] 

Paris, April 11, 1929 — 1 p. m. 

[[Received 2:15 p. m.^®] 

141. From Kellogg. 

Conference with Young and Morgan mentioned in previous telegram 
(Embassy’s No. 139, April 10, 1 p. m.) took place yesterday afternoon 
and evening. I went over entire situation and set forth your views, 
with the substance of which I entirely agree, as strongly as possible. 
They informed me in effect as follows : 

(1) That there was no thought of making provision as an essential 
part of bank organization for an American director either represent- 
ing the Federal Reserve Bank or appointed by it, but that this idea 
was intended simply to give the Government the opportunity of having 
one if it so desired. 

(2) That they did not have in mind that Committee’s report to the 
Allied Governments would provide for division of the reparation 


" Foreign Relations, 1928, vol. n, p. 873. 
Telegram in three aeetinns* 
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payments, one corresponding to dollar payments by tbe Allied Govern^ 
ments to the United States and conditional on ability to transfer, and 
the other to be paid dii'ectly to the Allied Governments to cover recon^ 
struction and to be unconditional. They said that this was siinply 
the suggestion of the Allied Governments in their memorandum fo^. 
warded to you by Mr. Young, and was presented as basis for bargain-^ 
ing with ^rmany over amount of reparations which they would 
ultimately receive. 

At this point I took occasion to say in substance that in every one of 
the debt-settlement negotiations between the United States and the 
several Allied Govei'nments, the former had definitely refused to make 
payments due the American Government from the debtor Govern- 
ments in any way conditional on German payments or in any way to 
link them with reparations ; that the Government of the United States 
relied solely on capacity to pay of the debtor Governments, and would 
not in any manner connect them with the reparation payments. I saw 
no reason whatever, therefore, to make any separate division of repara- 
tions to cover payments to the United States. 

Regarding question of the moratorium I said that the moratoriums 
provided for in the debt settlements between the debtor Governments 
and the United States w^ere not uniform ; that I could see no reason 
whatever for the Allied Goveimment’s attempting to grant these par- 
ticular moratoriums to Germany; that if they wished to give her a 
moratorium on any or all of the reparation payments, that was a 
question which did not interest the American Government, but that it 
should not be linked to question of payment of debts to the United 
States. 

I am unable to repeat all the statements I made, but I am quite sure 
that I presented your views. 

(3) I learned from them that there had been no suggestions of 
any kind by any member of the Committee that payments to the 
United States on account of mixed claims should be reduced below 
[the?] 2^ percent of the Da\ves Plan payments. In any event I 
do not believe that these payments could be reduced without the con- 
sent of the Government of the United States in view of the provision 
of the Paris agreement, January 14, 1925.^^ It may be that somebody 
on the Committee, however, will make suggestion that the United 
States accept 2 % percent of the ne\v schedule of payments. That did 
not seem to be the view of those with w’hom I talked yesterday and 
last night. 

They told me that an answer to your No. 102, April 8, would be 
prepared by Mr. Young. What their answer will be I am unable to 
say, but I have given in brief outline above substance of what they 
said to me. Kellogg. Abmotb 


^ Foreign Relational 1925, vol. u, p. 145- 
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462.00B296/2778 : TelegraJn 

The Charge in, France (Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, April 11, 1929—8 p. m. 

[Received 10:13 p. m.^^] 

145. Reparation No. 205. From Young : 

This reply to your message dated April 8^® is being sent after full 
consultation with my American associates on the Committee, and rep- 
resents their conclusions and views as well as my own. 

(1) Although Secretary of the Treasury’s memorandum purports 
to be official definition of the American Government’s attitude on 
various important features of problem on which Committee of Ex- 
perts engaged, we assume from its confidential designation that for the 
present the message is intended only for our information; and that 
if you think it necessary for protection of interests of the United 
States, the quoted memorandum or substance of it will be communi- 
cated to Experts Committee or to the interested Governments through 
official chaimels, not through us. Obviously, we cannot regard our- 
selves, any more than you have so far regarded us, as representatives 
in any sense of the Government of the United States for this purpose 
or for any other. 

(2) For reason stated above, and notwithstanding general tone and 
tenor of Treasury’s memorandum, we must assume that message was 
not meant to be an instruction. It is clear to us that should you give 
instructions and should we accept them, this would mean complete 
reversal of the course and a realignment of responsibilities. The 
Government of the United States declined to participate in this en- 
terprise either through appointment of experts or by permitting any 
official of the Government to serve. It acquiesced in and even encour- 
aged our assumption of this arduous task provided we assumed it on 
our own individual responsibilities. Whatever may be said for the 
[rejected?] procedure we do not see any way to return to it now. On 
the joint invitation of the Reparation Commission, acting for the 
Allied creditor powers, and of the Government of Germany we as- 
sumed these heavy responsibilities, and we are approaching the end 
of our work. Our view is that we are bound to complete the work as 
free agents accepting full responsibility for what we do and not in 
any respect serving in a representative capacity. Under these circum- 
stances we cannot allow the situation to become at all ambiguous, and 
we deem it important, therefore, to place on record at this time and in 
this way our interpretation of the Treasury memorandum as neither 


“ Telegram in six sections. 

See telegram No. 10!2, April 8, to the Charge in France, p. 1038. 
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an official communication to the Committee of Experts through us 
nor as an instruction to us. 

(S) Going on to substance of Treasury memorandum we are un- 
able to avoid feeling that apprehensions set forth in it rest upon a 
misunderstanding. It should be borne in mind that memorandum 
mentioned in my statement of March 28 had been prepared by the 
experts of certain of the Allied powers and that it was transmitted 
simply for its informative value ; the American experts had no respon- 
sibility for it- We cannot accept any responsibility, moreover, for 
unauthorized press reports. We have, in fact, just reached critical 
stage in the negotiations, and speculation over final form and sub- 
stance of report is for present moment futile. 

(4) Certain points which are touched upon in Treasury memo- 
randum are fairly clear, however, and are in line with our purpose to 
keep you informed with i*egard to actual developments. As a sup- 
plement to my previous message we are in a position to make follow- 
ing additional statement : 

(a) Payment to the United States of Mixed Claims Commission 
awards are not called into question and all elements recognize that 
these payments must be covered. In what way this result is to be 
brought about has not yet been settled. 

(b) In my opinion the International Settlement Bank is an es- 
sential piece of machinery to hold the German obligations, facilitate 
their payment and effect the distribution of the sums received to 
Germany’s creditors. It may well be that International Settle- 
ment Bank would be asked to transmit to the United States some part 
of amounts received from Germany in payment of indebtedness to 
the United States ; it would be normal and natural method of mak- 
ing such payments. In ord^r for the bank to render the greatest 
service and to be as free as possible from political control and from 
private domination, the provision has been made that its directorate 
shall be composed of the governors of the central banks of issue or of 
persons nominated by them. At same time, we have made provision for 
representation of American banking system on directorate, but only to 
extent that it may be represented, not that there is any obligation 
upon it to be so re|>resented ; it is our belief that interests of the 
United States will be better served by standing aloof from such a 
bank. I am hardly able to conceive that America, with the scanty 
Icnowledge now available, would wish to decide for all time that she 
would not participate in the bank. The wiser course would seem 
to be to provide the option for exercise of it, if and when the inter- 
ests of the United States are served thereby. 


See telegram No. 114, Mareli 28, from tne Ambassador in France, p. 1034*^ 
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(c) Details of possible division of German payments into cate- 
gories remain to be established. There is no reason to feel appre- 
hensive that report will state claims against Germany in terms of 
the inter-AUied debts. The Allied Governments are bound to demand, 
however, an amount sufficient to cover their indebtedness to the ' 
United States and the inter-AUied Governments, and to ask that 
Germany’s payments to them run through duration of same period. 
If any such coincidence exists, it is a coincidence of fact which is 
inherent in situation from which Committee of Experts cannot escape. 
We know of neither any sound or fair argument to use nor way to 
prevent the Governments which are our debtors from Tnaki-ng such 
normal arrangements in handling of their own affairs. As matter 
of business, it would seem that the United States, as a creditor, 
would welcome any action on the debtor’s part to facilitate the 
regular and convenient payment of the debts yrhich are owing from 
the Allies. The responsibilities of the several debtors are not less- 
ened — ^their capacity to pay is increased. Present contemplated pay- 
ment from Germany to the Allied Governments will be in excess of 
ten biUion dollars, and out of this amount over six biUion dollars, 
under the existing debt agreement, wiU eventually come to the United 
States. 

(d) Eeplying to Germany’s request for privilege of moratorium, 
the creditor powers so far have stated their uiiwiUingness to grant 
any moratorium equivalent to that which is provided for by their 
agreements inter se and with the Government of the United States. 
It is our opinion that any plan wUl have to carry provision that 
in case out-payments of Allied Governments are diminished for 
any reason during the next fifty-eight years, then to some extent Ger- 
many’s obligations shaU be diminished. 

(5) Work of the Committee of Experts has reached its most 
crucial stage. Since April 4, when we reconvened, the members of 
the Committee have labored literally night and day for purpose of 
seeing whether agreement can be reached on difficult question of 
the number and the amount of the annuities. Within the next few 
days either an accord or a break will come. Xoimg. 

Armour 

462.00R296/2779 : Telegrram 

T7ie Charge in France (^Armour) to the Secretary of Stcde 

Paris, April 12, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

[Received 10:20 p. m.^’^] 

146. Reparation 206. From Wilson. 

Last night I was told that the four principal creditor groups had 
arrived at agreement among themselves regarding their demands 
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on Germany and that at a meeting, to be held this afternoon, they 
planned to submit definite proposals to the Germans. These pro- 
posals, I was told, affected our interests in two particulars: (1) 
Cancellation of all Army costs in arrears; (2) Present value of 
mixed claims awards to the United States should be covered over 
period of fifty-eight years. Effect would be to reduce to approx- 
imately 20 million marks on account of mixed claims during first 
years of the new settlement, then gradually increasing to about 36 
millions in later years. 

This morning I saw Lament and he confirmed foregoing in sub- 
stance, though he added that nothing had yet been definitely settled. 
I pointed out to him obvious injustice to the United States of these 
provisions, and fact that the Government of the United States would 
never agree to them. What appeared particularly objectionable to 
me was that should the Allied creditors and Government of Germany 
come to an agreement on the size of the annuities, basing the agree- 
ment on assumption that the United States would waive its Army 
costs and agree to spread payment of its mixed claims over fifty- 
eight years, and later on they learned that this assumption was not 
true, undoubtedly much embarrassment would be caused. Should 
that happen, either the creditor powers would have to take less than 
they expected or Germany would have to pay more, and in either 
case they would try to lay the blame on the United States, 

Later on I saw Young, and, as it seemed to me so wholly necessary 
that there be no misunderstanding with regard to the position of the 
United States, I left a personal letter with him, text of which follows : 

“I am writing you personally in regard to a situation which causes 
me much concern. I was advised last night, I believe reliably, that 
the Allied creditor groups have now reached an aOTeement among 
themselves regarding their demands on Germany and that at a meet- 
ing to be held this afternoon they will submit proposals to the Ger- 
man experts as to the annuities to be paid under the proposed 
settlement. I understand that among these proposals are two 
which affect the interests of the United States as follows : {a) That 
all Army costs in arrears should be wiped out; and (5) that the 
present value of the United States mixed claims awards should be 
satisfied over a period of fifty-eight years — ^this would have the 
effect of reducing the mixed claims payments from 45 million marks, 
which is the amount annually received from the present Dawes 
annuities, to 20 million marks during the first years of the proposed 
new settlement, increasing gradually in the future to approximately 
36 million marks annually. 

With regard to the foregoing I venture to submit the following 
obseiwations : 


Quotation not paraphrased. 
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{a) The proposal to wipe out all Army costs in arrears is mani- 
festly inequitable to the United States. 

According to figures available as of August^ Slst, 1928, the Brit- 
ish Army* costs in arrears had received approximately 87 percent of 
satisfaction; the French costs had been satisfied by 90 percent and 
the United States costs by only 29 percent. The unpaid costs as of 
the date in question, and which would be waived under the new pro- 
posal, amount to approximately 123 million marks for Great Britain, 
14:1 million marks for France and 886 million marks for the United 
States. Moreover, of the large percentage of satisfaction which 
Great Britain and France have received, the major part was paid 
during the first few years following the war. The United States 
received no effective payments on account of its Army costs (with 
the exception of one relatively small payment at the time of the 
January 1925 agreement) until September 1926. The position of 
the United States Army costs claim was clearly recognized by the 
other powers in the January 1925 agreement which granted a prior 
charge on cash made available for transfer out of the Dawes annui- 
ties after the service of the German external loan and costs of com- 
missions. Personally I am convinced that the Government of the 
United States will not be willing to waive m toto its unpaid Army 
costs. 

{&) The Settlement of War Claims Act which provides for the 
payment of the adjudicated claims of American citizens and the 
ultimate return of German property held by the Alien Property 
Custodian is based on the assumption that the United States would 
continue to receive annually until the satisfaction qjE these claims 
the sum of 45 million marks as provided for under existing arrange- 
ments. I feel that it would be impossible for the United States Gov- 
ernment to agree to any reduction in the annual aniount of payments 
on account of mixed claims. 

Please let me restate in other terms what I understand the effect of 
the present proposals to be: 

Under existing arrangements the United States receives 4 percent 
of the standard Dawes annuities, id est^ 100 million marks out of 
2,500 millions; the new airangement as I understand it would pro- 
pose that the United States receive slightly over 1 percent- of the 
new German annuity, id est^ 20 million out of 1,800 millions.* 

I hope you will appreciate the spirit in which I am writing you. 
I am not in any way seeking to interfere or to hamper your work, 
the difficult and arduous nature of which I fully appreciate. I do, 
however, feel it my duty to write you personally as to the foregoing 
in order to furnish you information \yhich it is possible you do not 
possess and in an effort to avoid, which I know you desire as well 
as I, any possible embarrassment arising subsequently as to these 
matters.” 

Young informed me that this afternoon the four principal creditor 
groups were going to present their proposal to the German repre- 
sentatives in definite form. He said that the American experts had 
declined to sign the proposal or to assume any responsibility for it. 
At present Young’s idea seems to be that the American experts will 
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reserve right to request appointment of subcommittee to consider 
claims of governments other than those represented by the four 
principal creditor powers and that we could officially state our posi- 
tion at that time. Young said he fully agreed that they could not 
recommend any proposal based on such drastic cut in American share. 
He emphasized fact that matters are still in state of flux and subject 
to change. 

I was told by Fraser that last night Parmentier approached him 
in some doubt apparently as to whether the Government of the 
United States would accept proposed changes affecting its participa- 
tion. Fraser told him that he thought decidedly it would not, but that 
he could not speak, of course, for the Government- I have told 
Fraser that he is quite at liberty to tell Parmentier that he has men- 
tioned matter to me and that I had strongly expressed myself that 
the Government of the United States will not give its consent to 
proposals such as these and that they should not be under any mis- 
apprehension in regard to the matter. 

I have fully talked over the foregoing with Kellogg and with 
Armour, both of whom concurred in sending of my letter to Young. 
Kellogg is telegraphing you personally regarding these new develop- 
ments. 

I have just learned that Young is sending another message to be 
transmitted to you which I may shortly expect to receive. Wilson. 

Armouk 


462.00R296/2780 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of Sta;te 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, April 12, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Keceived 7 : 50 p. m.] 

14:7. From Kellogg. 

See my telegram (Embassy’s Ko. 141, April 11) , part numbered (3) , 
and Wilson’s telegram Reparation No. 206 of today’s date. 

This morning I personally and separately saw Young and Lamont 
again, and explained fully to them that the 2^ percent to be paid the 
United States aj^lied to the Dawes annuities and did not apply to some 
other annuities agreed between the Allied Govern;ments and Germany; 
that these Dawes annuities were pledged under an act of Congress for 
payment of American claims and repayment to German property 
owners for that part of their property kept and paid to American 
claimants ; and that this could not be changed without another act of 

^^Leon Fraser, financial expert assisting the American members of the Com- 
mittee of Experts. 
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Congress by which very unfavorable sentiment in the United States 
would be created. I told Young and Lamont that this would be 
wholly unacceptable to the United States and that, moreover, the 
Allies had received fully 90 percent of their Army costs and that of 
ours only a very small percentage had been received. I said to them 
that for this agreement to be made and put up to the United States to 
accept or reject would be very embarrassing. I said everything I 
could for your position. 

Young insisted that when he talked with me night before last, that 
he was not then aware of the details of the Allied proposals, and that 
anyway this was all subject to change. I endorse fully what Wilson 
says in his telegram. 

I leave for London tomorrow morning to stay for about two weeks 
and then sail for home on April 27. I can do nothing more here. 
Both Armour and Wilson are fully informed of developments. 
Kellogg. 

Armour 


462.00B296/2781 : Telegram 

The Charge in France (Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Paris, April 12, 1929—6 p. m. 

[Eeceived April 13—1 : 29 a. m.®®] 

148. Reparation 207. From Young. 

So many rumors and misapprehensions are afloat in Paris about 
effect of present procedure on claims of the United States that I deem 
it wise to inform you regarding present situation and contemplated 
program : 

1. This entire week, practically, has been taken up with meetings 
of French, British, Italian and Belgian members of the Committee- 
who represent the four heavy creditor powers here. They have been 
endeavoring to agree upon an offer to be made at next plenary meet- 
ing to the Germans by them. It has been ijnpracticable to get offers 
from the German representatives and then have these considered by 
the creditor Governments for the reason that each change made in 
German offer would entail new and difficult questions of distribution 
as between the creditor powers. Each offer Would compel discussion 
practically as full and complete as would one offer made by the credi- 
tors. The American delegation has sat with the representatives of 
the creditor powers at request of latter during formulation of their 
offer, but offer to be made is not one in which the American experts 
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join for the reason that they have been invited here by Reparation 
Commission and Government of Germany, so, obviously, it would be 
just as improper for them to join in an Allied offer to Germany as it 
would be for them to join in a German offer to the Allies. Position 
of American members has been universally accepted, and if we have 
to express views on figures at all, it will be, in all probability, at 
plenary session where any offers or counteroffers may be discussed. 

2. As now drafted, the offer of the four principal creditor powers 
does not contain any provision for American Army costs, but it does 
provide for payment of mixed claims in full through aimuities over 
period of fifty-eight years, present value of which is same as present 
value of the debt, if it can be assumed that the normal operation 
of the Dawes Plan can go on and tlie claims continue to be paid. As 
the Americans are not parties to offer of four principal creditors, 
and are resisting any attempt to make them parties to it, we find 
it quite impossible, of course, for us to say what the offer diall con- 
tain without involving ourselves in it. 

3. The procedure proposed is that the four principal creditor Gov- 
ernments will make their offer to the Germans at plenary a ftaginn to 
be held either tonight or tomorrow. If Germans reject offer and 
decline to make counteroffer, there will be disagieement on figures 
which will prevent there being any unanimous consent. 

If the Germans do consider the offer and debate it, it will be with 
the understanding that subcommittee of the full Committee will be 
appointed to hear proposals fi-om representatives of all minor powers 
participating who wish to be heard. Serbia has already asked for 
hearing and there are certain memoranda before the Reparation Com- 
mission in behalf of other powers. If and when such subcoiomittee 
is appointed, it would be proper for the American Government, if it 
wishes, to file its protests or to state its views to the subcommittee, 
and through subcommittee’s report the matter would be brought before 
fuU Committee at a plenary session. 

All the experts, including the Americans, would then express their 
views regarding what should and what should not be the allowances 
for all minor participations. Until then the American members of 
the Committee do not see how they can express ofBcially their views 
on question of the claims of tlie United States. 

In closing I may say that even under the tremendous pressure of 
the last few days no question has been raised regarding any diminu- 
tion or any change in the status of the debts to America. Toung. 

Armocis 
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462.00K296/2789 : Xd.egrain 

Th6 OJuxrgc vti Fto/msb (^Artnouv) to tJie Socv&toury of Stato 

Pabis, April 13— 1 p. no. 

[Received 8:05 p. ia.®®3 

149. Reparation 208. [Paraphrase.] I am transmitting herevdth, 
at Young’s request, tlie text of the proposal submitted to the Germans 
at plenary meeting this morning by the experts of the four principal 
creditor powers. It was decided by the Committee to regard the 
proposal as secret and at the meeting on Monday to consider the 
question of publication. This morning there was no discussion of 
the proposal. Text as follows : [End paraphrase,] 

“Memorandum by the experts of the four chief creditor countries. 

1. On the 28th March the conference received, without prejudice, 
as a basis of discussion and as representing the area within which 
such discussion should proceed, the memorandum of the chaiirman 
together with a memorandum prepared by the four chief creditor 
powers. In pursuance of the arrangements then implied, the experts 
of each delegation have mentioned individually to Dr. Schacht the 
amounts which each of them was entitled to claim on the one hand 
as a fair representation of the minima in the chairman’s report and 
on the other hand as an appropriate statement of their claims in the 
particular circumstances. The particular circumstances include of 
course their existing rights under the Dawes Plan in the light of the 
discussions which have taken place upon the position of Germany in 
relation to that plan and also the arrangements which have been 
provisionally suggested for replacing it. 

2. In due course Dr. Schacht informed the gjroups as a whole what 
these individual representations would mean in ihe aggregate; and 
the experts of the tour chief creditor countries have, in accord with 
him, decided to give joint consideration to the position so aggregated 
in accordance writh the statements in their original memorandum. In 
the process they paid most careful regard to the various representa- 
tions they \th<xtf\ have emerged during the course of their previous 
deliberations as to the German viewpoint, in details relating to the 
duration, the character and the progression of the annuities. 

They have accordingly agreed to put before the Committee of Ex- 
perts a series of annuities as shown, in the annexed table which, taken 
as a whole, represents in their opinion a moderate burden to meet the 
minimum requirements of the creditors. It is moreover framed in 
such a manner as to give the maximum consideration to the German 
viewpoint. For example, the following features of the proposal are 
specially emphasized : , . , , 

(a) It establishes a scale of payments according to which the next 
annuity to be paid under the Dawes plan will be reduced by more than 
one-quarter. 


** Telegram in three sections. 
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(5) During the next ten or fifteen years while economic life is 
still further developing, the rise in the annual payment is exceedingly 
gradual and the annuity never reaches the standard payment by Gfe/ 
many under the Dawes Plan nor even approaches it until after many 
years. ^ 

(o) The benefit to Germany is in fact greater than this because 
the standard payment of the Dawes Plan would have been progres- 
sively increased by the index prosperity which will be abolished if ihe 
new plan is accepted. 

During this time Germansr will have enjoyed an economic con- 
solidation of the relief given during the earlier years which must act 
as a material assistance in meeting the heavier but greatly mitigated 
burdens in the later years. On a reasonable computation the mffer- 
ence in the period from the 19th to the 37th year compared with the 
annuities payable under the Dawes Plan, including the index, must 
represent a relief approaching fifty percent. 

(e) In order to meet the express views of the German experts 
Germany will assume after the 37th year only the obligations men- 
tioned in the annexed table. 

3. A calculation of a flat annuity equivalent in its present value at 
five and a half percent to this scale of annuities for the first 37 years 
shows that the burden has been reduced approximately to 2,198 millions 
per annum plus the sum of 25 million gold marks which the creator 
powers have agreed to put forward as representing the special 
of Belgium on account of marks and which has not been heretofore 
included in the Dawes Plan payments. 

Under these conditions the probable annuities payable under the 
operation of the Dawes scheme over 37 years are reduced by more then 
one-third and Germany’s total reparation obligations are made definite 
in duration and amount and represent a burden which Germany may 
safely assume On her own responsibility if she accepts the constructive 
program now proposed. 

As in the judgment of the pperts of the four chief creditor powers 
the Dawes Plan as a financial burden is not unduly onerous upon 
Germany. The object of the changes now proposed is rather to sub- 
stitute a more normal and natural machinery. These modifications 
are a striking renunciation by the creditors of a large part of their 
claims but the proposal has been drawn only with special reference to 
its applicability to the substituted machinery involving for the creditor 
countries the advantage of mobilization and commercialization. 

In an analysis of the scheme it should be added that it is intended to 
divide the annuities into an unconditional part and a “postponable” 
part affording to Germany powers of postponement calculated by 
reference to these which the creditor powers themselves enjoy in respect 
to their war debt liabilities. Accordingly, the obligation to transfer 
those amounts in foreign currencies is relieved by substituting the 
obligation to pay the equivalent in marks within Germany. The 
details are being worked out for the more precise information of the 
German group. 

In order to convenience German economy in relation to deliveries 
in kind and to prevent any ill-effect from a too sudden cessation of the 
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system in force it is proposed that for a period of years that facility 
should remain in existence on a diminishing scale as follows : 

1 929 — 3 O 5 600,000,000 gold marks; 

1930— 31, 550,000,000 gold marks; 

1931— 32, 500,000,000 gold marks; 

1932— 33, 450,000,000 gold marks; 

1933— 34, 400,000,000 gold marks; 

1934— 35, 350,000,000 gold marks; 

1935— 36, 300,000,000 gold marks. 

Apart from the [scale] of annuities in view of the status and 
facilities provided by the proposed bank which alone made that scale 
feasible and acceptable to the creditor Germany is tO' be under an 
obligation to provide towards the capital of the bank an amount of 
capital in marks to be agreed and to be paid in installments in the 
early years. The ownership of the capital so provided will vest in 
the creditor governments and the German Government in proportions 
to be determined, and Germany will also profit by the utilization of 
these funds. 

It is obvious that in the event no agreement upon the figures the 
only solution would seem to be the settlement of the number of an- 
nuities, under the Dawes Plan the amounts being therein determined. 

Table of annuities German fiscal years. Figures in millions of 
Eeich marks : 


Year 

Amount 

Year 

Amount 

1929-30 

1, 800 

1938-39 

2,226 

1930-31 

1,825 

1939-40 

2,260 

1931-32 

1,875 

1940-41 

2,276 

1932-33 

1,925 

1941-42 

2,300 

1933-34 

1, 975 

1942-43 

2,326 

1934-36 

2, 025 

1943-44 

2,360 

1935-36 

2', 075 

1944r46 

2,375 

1936-37 

2, 160 

1945-46 

2,400 

1937-38 

2,200 

1946-47 

2,425 

From 19tli year 

to and including 27th {Slth ?] year. 

id eat freon 

1947-48 to 1965-66, the annuity remains 

constant at 2,450 millions. 

year 

Amount 

Year 

Amownt 

1966-67 

1,703 

1977-78 

1,802 

1967-68 

1,702 

1978-79 

1, 813 

1968-69 

1,712 

1979-80 

1,838 

1969-70 

1,746 

1980-81 

1,849 

1970-71 

1,760 

1981-82 

1, 866 

1971-72 

1,770 

1982-83 

1,871 

1972-73 

1, 779 

1983-84 

1, 882 

1973-74 

1,782 

1984-86 

1, 862 

1974r-75 

1,785 

1985-86 

1,087 

1976-76 • 

1, 791 

1986-87 

1,094 

1976-77 

1, 796 

1987-88 

913 


Armour 
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462.00H29e/2783a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, April 13, 1929 — 6 p, m. 

109. For Young. 

Press carries report that jSgures on reparations will be given out 
Monday. Complete statement of this Government’s position will be 
telegraphed you tomorrow, and it is hoped that there may be no 
publicity until after you have had opportunity to consider state- 
ment. I may add that Mr. Wilson’s letter of April 12 to you cor- 
rectly states position of this Government respecting mixed claims and 
Army costs. 

Sttmson 


462.00R296/2787 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, April 15, 1929 — ^2 p. m. 
[Received 6 :18 p. 

154. Reparation 211. [Paraphrase.] Following message is for you 
from Young: 

“At plenary session of Committee on March 28, before adjournment 
for Easter vacation, I submitted a memorandum which has already 
been transmitted to you. Last week France, Great Britain, Italy 
and Belgium, the four principal creditor powers, held meetings 
which resulted in production of a memorandum submitted to Com- 
mittee on April 13, copy of which was also transmitted to you. While 
the four principal creditor powers were in session and before draw- 
ing up their memorandum they requested me to boil down into 
definite figures my memorandum of March 28. I did this on under- 
standing that it might be submitted later to full Committee. It was 
submitted this morning, and I transmit it to you now in full so that 
you will have all the documents which are before the full Com- 
mittee for its consideration. [End paraphrase.] 

^Gentlemen of the French, British, Italian and Belgian groups: 

You have asked me to aid you in arriving at some annuity figures 
which may be used as a basis for further discussion by you with the 
German group. I have considered the matter with my American 
associates and it is our unanimous opinion that I can best do so by 
suggesting a definite set of figures which fall within the general prop- 
ositions contained in my memorandum submitted at the plenary 
session of March 28th now known as Annex No. 7. This I now un- 
dertake to do with some reluctance and misgivings and with all the 
reservations stated in my original memorandum and as an effort 
further to delimit the area of debate. 


” Telegram in ten sections. 
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I may say at once that the total figures Tv^hich I accordingly sug- 
gest for your consideration when translated into annuities shows an 
average of 15942,0005000 reichs marks each over a period of 15 years 
and of 2,452 million reichs marks each over the remaining 22 years 
and in addition coverage of the out-payments only of the creditor 
powers for 22 years more. In the distribution of the annuities I have 
endeavored to apply as best I could the principle which was stated 
during the last meeting, namely, that safety for the creditor powers 
and for Germany lies in making the first 15 annuities well within 
Germany’s capacity to pay. In my judgment that was one of the 
merits of the Dawes Plan — ^that Germany was not overloaded in 
the first years and so the momentum she gained in that period was 
sufficient to carry her through years of hi^er figures without undue 
strain. Whether we like it or not I think we should face the fact 
that this conference and the questions discussed here have again 
raised in the minds of the world, and to some extent in the minds 
of the German pecmle, themselves, the question of Germany’s capacity. 
Accordingly the Committee should be most careful in setting up a 
new plan as in the case of the Dawes Plan to keep the figures such 
that no doubts can reasonably exist as to her ability to pay and there- 
by insure as successful a working of the permanent plan as we have 
had of the interim one. 

The result therefore is that I have diminished the average an- 
nuities during the first 10 years; have brought them up around the 
average during the next 5 years ; and increased the annuities above the 
average for the remaining 22 years. I feel sure that the higher an- 
nuities after the 15th year -will he the ones most easily paid, as in- 
deed they should be. By that time the burdens of the war should be, 
and I they will be, diminished as a result of intervening peace- 

time development, notwithstanding that the pa,yments may mcrease 
in terms of currency. Indeed, if I am correct in my last statemen'L 
it may well be that Germany with her vastly improved credit wo^d 
find it to her advantage to ^count in the market the remaining 
22 years of her regular annuities. 

Tfiiere is another aspect of low annuities m the earlier years wnicn 
might well be considered and that is the question of whether the 
deliveries in kind might not be thrown into the postponable clasa 
If they were and the unconditional class correspondingly increased 
it would solve the question which has troubled me very much in sug- 
gesting lower annuities in earlier years. I did not wish tq_ decrease 
unduly the amount of the annuities subject to early commerciahzation 

or mobilization. i , j. 

In connection with the figures in this memorandum and the dis- 
tribution of those figures into annuities I do not intend to make any 
reference to the interests in nor the profits from the proposed Inter- 
national Settlements Bank. I regard the bank not only as the key 
to the wise and successful administration of the plan but as m 
instrumentality which hi its normal operation is likmy to yield a sub- 
stantial contribution for the benefit of Germany asi well as the credi- 
tor nations in one way or anotiier to the flgur^ ■vraich I have 
suggested. How that distribution shall be made with reference to me 
figures proposed is a question which should appropriately be dis- 
cussed frankly and fully, not only among the creditor powers them- 
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selves but between them and Germany. Tour preliminary discus- 
sions have ali^ady convinced me of your liberality of thought in the 
use of profits of the bank as a medium by which the last diflS.culties 
of a settl^ent may be overcome. Now let me give you the specific 
consideration which I have had in mind with respect to the different 
countries, together with a brief statement in each case of the methods 
which I have used and my reasons. First, as to France. In my 
memorandum, Annex 7, I said: 

‘‘For France: Her out-payments and not less than 40 billion francs 
present value determined on fair rate.” 

I have retained the figure of 40 billion francs present value com- 
puted on a 6%-percent basis. Let me say at the outset that I realize 
that the sum of 40 billion francs is a substantial reduction of the 
actual reparation costs of France. I have named that figure not be- 
cause in my judgment it does complete justice but rather because of 
my conviction that in view of the relative positions of other creditor 
countries to France it is impossible to reacfx a final settlement of the 
reparations problem on a sound basis and provide more than the sum 
proposed. After all, this is a matter of sound business with which we 
are faced where we must deal with facts and conditions as they are 
and where we must take into account not only economics but to a cer- 
tain extent politics and general public opinion. In this respect the 
problem is not different from any other business problem. We are 
seeking for practical results which are as fair as they can be under 
the conditions with which we deal. It is in this spirit and this only 
that I have retained the figure of 40 billion francs. 

Now as to the rate for fixing present value I realize well how im- 
portant it is and what a wide divergence of opinion there may hon- 
estly be concerning it. I quite understand that at present the normal 
rate for German credit is around 7 percent. Two things may be said 
regarding that. First, that those high rates do not reflect alto- 
gether fairly Germany’s credit, but rather a temporary state of the 
world’s money market. For reasons well known to you all, we hap- 
pen to be sitting just now in a high rate period. Second, it may be 
said fairly that if the reparations question is finally settled Ger- 
many’s rate will diminish. So I am convinced that initially it is un- 
fair to consider anything like 7 percent. We have to remember that 
we are fixing a rate projected over a long period in the future and 
if we were to let history guide us it may well be assumed that dur- 
ing the greater part of the period the rate would be nearer 4 percent 
than 7 percent. This leads me to the belief that a fair rate should 
not be more than 7 percent and not less than 6 percent and so I have 
fixed it at 5% percent with the general feeling which I must confess 
to you that the fair region is likely to lie rather under 5% percent than 
above it. I may say, that my American associates, in whose judgment 
I have more confidence than my own, share with me the feeling that 
SY 2 percent is a fair basis to take under the circumstances. 

Accordingly I have asked that an annuity be constructed, 54 per- 
cent of which would yield France 40 billion francs surplus over out- 
payments computed on a five and a half basis. 

‘Tor Italy: Her out-payments and some reasonable additional 
amount for reparations, taking into account her damage.” 
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The figures show that, eYeii on the basis of an annuity from Ger- 
many of 2% billion gold marks per year for 37 years, Italy would 
not receive eimugh from her present share to cover her out-payments. 
There would be a deficit of 74 millions oh this basis present worth at 
percent discount and some adjustment must be made in order to 
meet the requirements of my memorandum quoted above. I have 
therefore concluded in preparing the figures to give Italy enough, first, 
to make up the deficit in her out-payments and, second,* an additional 
amount for reparations which represents about 12^ percent of the 
additional sum allowed to France for reparation purposes. I under- 
stand that this total exceeds what Italy would be entitled to re- 
ceive on the basis of existing inter- Allied agreements, but, I believe, 
gives her a reasonable allowance for reparation purposes and that 
as between the Allied Governments it may be taken to represent a 
reasonable adjustment for the general equities which Italy has pre- 
sented to us. 

, “For Belgium: Her out-payments on the understanding however 
that an additional amount adequate to make the so-called mark set- 
tlement and provide for reparations will be arranged between Bel- 
gium and Germany.” 

The whole world has shown every disposition to be generous to 
Belgium and there should be no disposition here to change that at- 
titude. We are, however, faced wim the problem now of securing 
fair sacrifices from orimnal demands in order that a permanent set- 
tlement may be reached and peace insured. For no country is that 
more important than Belgium. and it may be fair in view of her 
large payments already received under the preferences granted to ask 
her to share with the other creditors in trying to make the pattern 
fit the cloth. The equities of the mark controversy as presented by 
the Belgian delegation seem strong but its history throughout has 
been such as to weaken its position when one endeavors to fix its 
fair value from a purely business standpoint. The best guess that 
I can make, and I confess it to be little more, is that a fair surplus 
for Belgium over out-payments including reparations and mark setr 
tlement is 1,200,000,000 marks, which represents 11.7 percent of 
the annuity available for surplus. 

“For Great Britain: Her out-payments only and without reim- 
bursement for her arrears.” 

I adhere to the recommendations of my memorandum. 20.2 per- 
cent of the annuity constructed as aforesaid yields Great Britain a 
surplus over her future out-payments (but not including her ar- 
rears) of 160.8 million marks per annum. That sum I have regarded 
as available for application elsewhere. 2.8 per cent of the annuity I 
have recognized as an out-payment of Great Britain to her colomes. 

As to Servia and the other creditor powers : ‘^appropriate amounts 
(reserved for later discussion) for the out-payments and reparations 
of Servia and the remaining creditor powers”. 

I have made these figures on the basis of the same proportionate re- 
duction of their respective shares of the Hawes Plan payments of 
2,500,000,000 as that assumed for France. ^ 

I have assumed that the following items referred to m my memo- 
randum, id est. “(<3^) The prior service of the German external loan 
of 1924, (&) costs of the armies of occupation and any expenses of 
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administration under this plan, (<?) payments required to satisfy the 
awards of the Mixed Claims Commission” stand without diminution. 

I suggest a distribution of the annuities as follows : That the first 
annuity of Germany be fixed at 1,760,000,000 marks and that such 
annuity be increased 25,000,000 marks each year for 10 years 
the annuity in the 11th year 2 billions. Then I suggest that the am 
nuity be increased at the rate of 50,000,000 marks per year for the 
next 4 years making it 2.2 billions in the 15th year. Thereafter each 
annuity Is to absorb its share of the deficits of the first years. On 
this basis the annuities would be such as are disclosed in the accom- 
panying schedule. 

In closing let me say that I have exercised my best judgment in 
the light of the information at my disposal and within the limits 
defined in my memorandum of March 28, to suggest for your con- 
sideration a set of figures that seems to me to offer a sound and prac- 
tical business basis for further discussion. I would wish to avoid 
in any sense sitting in judgment and therefore these figures are to be 
considered only as suggestions for your aid. I make all reservations 
in regard to them, and I shall approach their further consideration 
with an entirely open mind in order that any injustice may be cor- 
rected so far as practical applications of business principles to an 
existing situation will permit. 

It should be made quite clear that the reservations of which I 
speak are made not only with reference to the creditor powers but 
to Germany as well. 


SOHEDTILB OF ANNUITIES 


Xear 

Annuity 

Year 

Annuity 


of rcichs marks 


of reicbs marks 

1 

1, 750, 000, 000 

20 

2, 466, 000, 000 

2 

1, 775, 000, 000 

21 

2,391,000,000 

3 

1, 800, 000, 000 

22 

2,435,000,000 

4 

1, 825, 000, 000 

23 

2,418,000,000 

5 

1, 850, 000, 000 

24 

2,422,000,000 

6 

1, 875, 000, 000 

25 

2, 429, 000, 000 

7 

1, 900, 000, 000 

26 

2, 440, 000, 000 

8 

1, 925, 000, 000 

27 

2,435, 000, 000 

9 

1, 950, 000, 000 

28 

2, 430, 000, 000 

10 

1, 975, 000, 000 

29 

2, 438, 000, 000 

11 

2, 000, 000, 000 

30 

2,470,000,000 

12 

2, 050, 000, 000 

31 

2,446, 000,000 

13 

2, 100, 000, 000 

32 

2,457, 000, 000 

14 

2, 150, 000, 000 

33 

2,475,000, 000 

15 

2, 200, 000, 000 

34 

2,466,000,000 

16 

2, 464, 000, 000 

35 ■ 

2,479,000,000 

17 

2, 460, 000, 000 

36 

2,478, 000, 000 

18 

2, 455, 000, 000 

37 

2, 506, 000, 000 

19 

2, 472, 000, 000 




Remaining annuities to cover out-payments, et cetera, not to be 
listed but to be worked out so far as possible in connection with 
profits from bank capital.’ ” 

Abmour 
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462 , 00 R 296 / 2787 a : Telegram » 

Tli& SccTetcLTy of StdtB to the OhcuTge i7i FTo/tice 

Washington, April 15, 1929—4 p. m. 

112. Please bring the following strictly confidential message to the 
attention of Mr. Owen Young: 

“W^ith reference to your cable of April 11th,®® the memorandum 
sent you on April 8th, through the American Embassy, was, of 
course, not intended as an official communication to your committee 
of experts or as an instruction to you and your associates. It was 
not prepared by Mr. Mellon for submission to you; but after con- 
sultation with him and the President, I sent it to you in order that 
you might be apprised frankly as to how the Allied proposals set 
out in your cables Nos. 200 and 201, March 28th,®* had impressed 
Mr. Mellon with his peculiarly intimate and responsible knowledge 
of the development of United States policy in these matters, and 
also to permit you to correct any unwarranted conclusion or mis- 
understanding on our part as to the course the negotiations have 
taken. We fully appreciate the difficulty of the task which you 
have so unselfishly undertaken and the pressure under which you 
are working, and we regret to have to add to your anxieties; but 
the Allied proposals seem to us to lead so directly to future serious 
dangers and injustice to the United States that we have felt com- 
pelled to take this course. 

Your cables Reparations 205 and 20T of April 11th and 12th, re- 
spectively,^® have heen carefully considered. While they make clear 
the attitude of the American experts, they do not relieve the appre- 
hension excited by the central feature of the Allied proposals nor 
do they change our opinion that this plan, if carried out, will nullify 
the wise policy under which for nearly ten years the United States 
has insisted upon the complete separation of Allied debts owed to 
the United States from reparation payments sought from G-ermany. 
This policy was definitely and clearly established by President Wil- 
son in a letter to Mr. Ltloyd George of November 3, 1920, in which he 
said: 

' ‘The United States Government entirely agrees with the British 
Government that the fixing of Germany’s reparations obligations is 
a cardinal necessity for the renewal of the economic life of Europe 
and would prove to be most helpful in the interest pf peace through- 
out the world ; however, it fails to perceive the logic in a suggestion 
in effect either that the United States shall pay part of Germany’s 


Telegram No. 145, April 11, from the Charg4 in France, p. 104a. 

** Telegrams No. 114 and No. 116, March 28, from the Ambassador in France, 
pp. 1084 and 1036. ^ ^ 

"Telegrams No. 145, April 11, and No. 148, April 12, from the Ohargd in 
France, pp. 1043 and 1049. 
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reparation obligation or that it shall make a gratuity to the Allied 
Governments to induce tihem to fix such obligations at an amount 
within Germany’s capacity to pay. This Government has endeavored 
heretofore in a most friendly spirit to make it clear that it cannot 
consent to connect the reparation question with that of intergovern- 
mental indebtedness.’ 

The American Government has held tibis position ever since. This 
policy was in large part based upon its attitude taken towards Ger- 
many at the close of the War. It neither sought nor received mate- 
rial benefits from the War. It asked for no compensation in the 
form of territory, economic privileges, or indemnities. From the 
first it announced its willingness to bear the complete burden of its 
own war costs. Subsequently, through Secretary Hughes, it for- 
mally renounced its right to general reparations. In spite of the 
general prevailing policy of confiscation of private German prop- 
eity, we are returning all of such property sequestered during the 
war, 80 per cent of which is now being delivered, and this Govern- 
ment has confined itself to a demand for a very modest sum necessary 
to meet its just claims for actual injury to per*sons and property and 
debts, these claims to be duly established by a tribunal constituted 
in accordance with the provisions of a formal treaty. 

On the other hand, in making debt settlements with its former 
allies the United States deliberately reduced its claims to nmi^nTit g 
carefully calculated upon the capacity of the debtor to pay, irrespec- 
tive of the reparations which such debtor expected to receive from 
Germany. By this means in the case of all the debtor nations with 
one exception these debts based on present values at 5 per cent were 
reduced to amounts either less or approximately the same as the 
post-war advances, with interest, to the debtor in question and was 
equivalent in result -to an assumption by American tax payers of all 
of that portion of these debts which represented the war costs of 
such debtor. In some cases the present value of the payments to be 
received from the debtor is less thaii one-third of the amount legally 
due under the original contractual obligations. 

In view of this the principal vice of the proposals now made by 
the Allies, as pointed out in Mr. Mellon’s memorandum, is that they 
would confuse and obscure this distinct and sharply characteristic 
American position towards Germany and the Allies, and would con- 
front the United States with the alternative of either pressing against 
Germany claims of a character which she, herself, has hitherto refused 
to make or of, herself, assuming to an even greater extent than she 
already has part of the Allied war costs. It is idle to point out that 
the proposed arrangement leaves the debt settlement legally un- 
affected when the public position of the holder has been thus cmo- 
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pletely transformed. The division of the German reparations into 
two categories, one of which corresponds dollar for dollar with the 
payments to be made to the United States by the creditor govern- 
ments, together with the further provision that German reparations 
shall be reduced if the United States agrees to a similar reduction of 
debt payments, makes such a transformation absolutely inevitable. 
The United States instead of standing before the world as she does 
today as the holder of voluntary contractual debts from her asso- 
ciates in the War, the amount of which she has already generously 
reduced, would be placed in the invidious position of the chief bene- 
ficiary of claims for German reparations which she has hitherto 
declined to make. Upon her will inevitably be placed the burden 
of pressing and enforcing these claims, or else of assuming still 
further the war losses of the Allies. And against her in all of these 
matters will necessarily be aligned in a solid front the interests 
of all the European nations, including Germany. This seems to us 
to forecast very serious results for the world in the years to come, 
results which would go far towards nullifying the great advantages 
which might otherwise be derived from a settlement of the question 
of reparations and the evil consequences of which would f all mainly 
upon the United States. 

Insofar as the International Bank is concerned, we feel that if we 
should permit a representative of the Federal Beserve System to 
become a director, we should directly participate in the repudiation 
of our above-described historic policy and actively concur in the 
enforcement of reparations from Germany- This we will not do. 

So far as the cancellation of American Army of Occupation costs 
and proposed alteration in the payments upon which the Mixed 
Claims awards are based is concerned, we believe that Messrs. Kel- 
logg and Wilson have correctly stated to you the position which will 
be taken by our Government and Congress. As compared with the 
treatment which has been accorded to France and Great Britain, the 
cancellation now of American Army costs would be highly unfair. 
Unlike her allies, the United States did not receive any payments 
until 1925 and to date she has received less than 30 per cent ; whereas 
Great Britain and France have each received approximately 90 per 

cent of such costs. i. -n. 

In respect to the Mixed Claims, our proportion of the Dawes 
annuities were pledged under an Act of Congress for the payment of 
American claims; and on the faith of that pledge, 80 per cent of the 
sequestrated German property is now being delivered to its owners. 
A modification of these payments could, therefore, not be made 
without the consent of Congress, which in our opinion should not 
be asked for and could not be obtained. 

323423 — 43 — vol, n 76 
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I have pointed out these considerations respecting the probable 
future attitude of this Government in order that you might be fully 
advised before the committee of experts might become formally 
committed to proposals 'which 'we regard as containing elements of 
serious danger to this country, and in time to avoid the embarrass- 
ment which the subsequent disclosure of this Government’s attitude 
might occasion. These matters have been fully discussed with the 
President and the Secretary of the Treasury. We fully recognize 
that you are, in the language of your cable, free agents accepting full 
responsibility for what you do and not serving in any respect in a 
representative capacity. Yet in view of the fact that the consent 
of this Government was asked in respect to the appointment of 
American experts by the Allied and German Governments, it is 
quite evident that your appointment was sought not only on account 
of your eminent personal standing, but because it was anticipated 
that you would bring to bear upon these negotiations the viewpoint 
of Americans. Under these circumstances, it would seem highly 
important that, however, unojSSicially, you should yet make perfectly 
clear to your colleagues on the committee of experts what you know 
to be the attitude of the American Govermnent and people.” 

Stimson 


462.00R296/284d : Telegram 

The Charge in Fram^oe {Armonr) to the Secretary of State 

Paris, April 15, 1929 — 8 p. m, 
[Received April 16 — 6 : 29^ p. m."*^] 
155. Reparation 212. I have received today a letter from the secre- 
tary general of the Reparation Commission to the effect that he had 
been asked by the secretary of the Experts Committee to inform me 
that the experts of the five creditor powers (France, Great Britain, 
Italy, Belgium and Japan) would like to confer with me tomorrow, 
April lYth, and asking me to get in touch with the secretary of the 
Experts Committee in order to arrange the hour (a similar letter 
was sent to the representatives on the Reparation Commission of the 
other powers not represented at the Experts Committee, Servia, 
Greece, Roumania, Portugal and Poland). Upon receipt of the fore- 
going I telephoned to the secretary of the Exjierts Committee and 
requested further information in the matter. He has now advised 
me orally ‘‘that the experts of the five creditor powers, France, 
Great Britain, Italy, Belgium and Japan, before definitely recom- 
mending to the Committee the adoption of the annuities proposed 
in Annex 8 (see my Reparation 208 ^^) would like to see the repre- 

Telegram in two sections. 

" Telegram No. 149, April 13, from the Charg4 in France, p. 1051. 



OERMAINIY 


1063 

S6iitativ6s on tliB RBparation Commission of tlio powers wlio are not 
present at tliis conference in order to explain to them th.e basis on 
•which their proposals are made and to request their views.” 

[Paraphrase.] I have replied to the- secretary general that I 
would inform my Government of request and would ask for in- 
structions; I added that they probably could not be received as 
early as tomorrow, but that I would inform him immediately upon 
hearing from my Government. 

Young’s message to you which was transmitted in my Reparation 
Ifo. 207^* mentioned (see paragraph 3) that subcommittee would 
be appointed to hear proposals from representatives of all the minor 
creditor powers who wished to be heard. I now understand that 
procedure in this regard has been changed. Yesterday at full Com- 
mittee meeting decision was taken not to appoint such a subcommit- 
tee, but that no objection would be made to experts obtaining 
information informally on position of the other governments. That 
the experts of the major creditor groups now wish to ascertain views 
of the other governments is result, apparently, of this decision. 

Personally, I do not perceive any objection to your authorizing 
me to accept this invitation from the experts of the major creditor 
groups and to confer with them informally. My idea would be to 
listen to what they have to say regarding provisions they have made 
for satisfaction of claims of the United States, and then to leave 
a memorandum with them, without discussion, which sets forth our 
position. Please instruct. [End paraphrase.] 

Armour 


462.00R296/2847 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {ArTriour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, April 17, 1929—10 a. m. 

[Received April 17 — 9:40 a. m.] 

156. Reparation 213. The following message for the Secretary 
from Owen Young was received last night: 

^‘Only introductory part of your 112, April 15, has been received 
by me, and in behalf of my American associates and myself, I thank 
you for the kindly spirit of your approach. 

In my message dated April 12, Reparation 207, I stated that a 
subcommittee of the full Committee would be appointed to hear 
proposals from the representatives of all powers^ of debts pa^ic^a- 
tions who wish to be heard. In view of the decision which the full 
Committee took at its plenary session held yesterday to the effect 

^ Telegram No. 148, AprU 12, from the Oharg4 in Prance, p. 1049. 
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that neither the full Committee nor any subcommittee would hear 
proposals or o bj^ tions from governments, that statement needs to 
be corrected. When the Germans objected that the Committee^a 
character as an independent experts committee would necessarily be 
impaired, if not indeed destroyed, if the door were opened for gov- 
ernmental p^articipation in its work at any point, this decision was 
reached. However, it was informally understood that as a matter 
of courtesy the four creditor powers, whose memorandum had been 
jfiled with the full Committee, would invite statements as to the 
provision made for them in that memorandum from all powers of 
minor participation. Accordingly I understand that through the 
Beparation Commission the four creditor powers have asked that 
representatives of powers of minor participation sit with them for 
the purpose of discussing their memoranduin and that the secretary 
of the Beparation Commission has asked Wilson whether he would 
care to represent the United States at that meeting. The way for 
you to indicate the American views, and perhaps ^et the memoran- 
dum modified to meet your wishes, would seem to be opened by this 
procedure.” 

The reason Mr. Young refers to receiving only the introductory part 
of your 112 is because the message was so badly garbled I was able to 
transmit only the first two sections to him yesterday. I am immedi- 
ately delivering the rest of the message following receipt of service 
messages from the Department this morning. 

Ahmotjr 


462.00R296/2846 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France (^Armour') 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, April 17, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

114. Reparation No. 73. Your Reparation No. 212, April 15, 8 p. m. 
There is no reason, of coui’se, why the repi*esentatives of the creditor 
powers to whom you refer in your No. 212 should not explain to you 
the bases on which they have made their proposals, but Department 
feels that you should not be asked officially to express views of your 
Government without first having had opportunity to consult Depart- 
ment. Our presumption is that only question which would be 4sked 
you would be whether this Government would agree to annuities pro- 
posed as they affect payments of costs of the American Army of Occu- 
pation and the Mixed Claims Commission’s awards. This subject is 
discussed in two paragraphs of our telegram No. 112, April 15, 4 
p. m. ; this telegram was sent only for information of Young and Mor- 
gan on general attitude of the American Government, and therefore 
it should not be made basis of any official statement by you. If, fur- 
thermore, any other questions either general or specific, such as Central 
Bank of Issue, are brought up, it is Department’s desire that you ex- 



<3Erm:aint 


1065 


press no opinion whatever. If and when you meet with, the members 
of the Experts Committee you should cable the Department immedi- 
ately the specific questions asked you and request instructions. 

Srofsoir 


462.00B296/2852 : T^egram 

The Ohofrge in France (^Arrnowr) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Paris, April 19, 1929—5 p. m, 
[Beceived April 19 — 4 : 10 p. m.] 
163, Beparation 218. The foUowing is a confidential message from 
Mr. Owen Young to the Secretary of State : 

have received your message of April 15^ and send this to 
acknowledge it and to express my appreciation for your sending me 
the complete statement of your views. 

The developments which took place here yesterday may or may not 
result in a final break of the negotiations. Therefore I shall not today 
trouble you with an expression of my views regarding the questions 
which your message raises further than to express the. hope that my 
message of reply, when it is received, may be regarded as justifying 
the President, the Secretary of the Treasury, and yourself in giving 
further consideration to the attitude and position of the United States 
Government towards the efforts which are being made here to settle 
the serious problems before the Committee of Experts. As soon as 
the present critical situation here has crystallized sufficiently to per- 
mit a forecast as to whether it is possible to hold further conferences 
with any hope of reaching an agreement, I will send you my full 
reply.” 

Armotjr 


462.00B296/2862 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armow) 

■WASHUTGroiT, May 2, 1929 — ^ p. m. 

133. For Mr. Young. I thank you for your message of April 19th. 
I have studied it carefully and have discussed it with the President 
and Mr. We feel that there is little to add to my message 

of April 15th. I want to be sure, however, that you understand that 
tl^ig message was in no sense an instruction. I fully realize that your 
Committee is in no way responsible to the Governments whose na- 
tionals are represented thereon and I did not intend that you should 
transmit my message, either formally or informally, to your col- 

" See telegram No. 113, AprU 15, to tne Charge in France, p. 1069. 
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leagues. It was sent, as I said then, in order that you might under- 
stand how the Allied proposals had impressed this Government and 
also to permit you to correct unwarranted conclusions or misunder- 
standings on our part. For the same reason, I do not wish to formu- 
late a statement of the position of this Government for transmission 
to the Committee, either by you or by Wilson. 

I thini the misunderstanding, in so far as there was any, is due to 
the fact that we considered the task of the Experts Committee as 
similar to that of the Dawes Committee in that it was again to deter- 
mine, in the light of later information, Germany’s capacity to pay. 
It was to go further in that it had ^‘the task of drawing up proposals 
for the complete and final settlement of the reparation problem”, 
which meant not only a recommendation as to annual payments but 
the term in which these payments were to conclude Germany’s obliga- 
tion. It seemed to us, therefore, when your telegrams indicated that 
Allied needs rather than German capacity to pay played a prepon- 
derating part in the discussions, that there had thus been introduced 
what was essentially a political element which was absent in the nego- 
tiations leading to the formulation of the Dawes Plan. 

I wonder, therefore, if the work of the Committee should be rer 
sumed, whether it might not still be possible to attack the problem 
from a purely economic point of view. To be strictly within the 
province of expert economists and financiers who are not responsible 
to their Governments, it seems to us that negotiations should be con- 
fined to an attempt to reconcile the payments which the Germans 
consider themselves able to make to the payments which the Allied 
experts, through their study of German capacity, believe the Germans 
able to pay. This method would avoid, it seems to us, the introduc- 
tion of political questions with which your Committee should not be 
called on to deal and, from our point of view, would prevent any 
apparent correspondence between German payments and Allied out- 
payments, two mattei's which, as I explained to you before, we do 
not consider economically related. Questions of this nature might 
properly have been taken into consideration by the different govern- 
ments after receiving the report of the Experts. 

I am not now sending you the above in any spirit of criticism be- 
cause I do not know the conditions under which you have been work- 
ing. Like my message of April 15th, this telegram is intended merely 
to assist you in understanding our attitude. Again it is not for trans- 
mission to your colleagues who should not even know of its receipt 
from us. If the resumption of negotiations is possible, we shall 
earnestly hope for success and shall consider the final report of the 
Committee of Experts in the most sympathetic spirit. 


Shmson 
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462. 00R29 6/2882 i : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armewr) to the Secretary of State 
[Extract — ^Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 10, 1929—9 a.m, 
[Received 12:45 p.m.^'*] 
203. Reparation 236. I have had long discussion with Young and 
Lament regarding question of appearing before Committee of Ex- 
perts in connection with provisions relating to satisfaction of Ger- 
many’s obligations to the United States. My best judgment, which 
is based largely on their advice and intimate knowledge of situation 
existing in the Committee, is as follows : 

Unless we are in position where we are willing to state in substance 
that we are ready to accept a proportionate reduction in our share 
of German annuity, there is nothing to be gained, at least as far as I 
can see now, from a meeting with the Committee. On the contrary, 
a very awkward situation for us might be opened up. In the Com- 
mittee itself the situation is very uncertain and almost anything 
may happen. It is wholly possible that the Committee will be unable 
to come to any agreement on distribution, and that this question will 
have to be referred to the several Governments. It is equally pos- 
sible that a break may come over conditions which Schacht has in 
mind regarding acceptance of Young’s figures. Schacht’s conditions 
have not yet been definitely formulated, but I have heard that they 
are likely to contain some political implications; if they do, it is 
probable that they will be unacceptable to the Allied groups. Were 
we to announce now that we are unable to accept any reduction in 
our share, this statement might be just enough to weight develop- 
ments towards a breakdown. In any event, should break become in- 
evitable for any other reason, the experts from the other countries 
would be very eager to take advantage of our position and attempt 
to place blame for the breakdown squarely upon us. Some of the ex- 
perts would welcome a definite break provided responsibility for it 
could be shouldered onto someone else. 

Of course I realize possible embarrassment to us which would 
follow from Committee’s reaching an agreement based upon plan of 
distribution unacceptable to us and against which in the future we 
should have to protest. Embarrassment from such a situation would 
be less, I feel, than that which would arise for us from our being 
placed in a position where the responsibility for a breakdown might be 
placed, no matter how unjustly, upon us. Even should agreement 
be reached and basis of distribution not be acceptable to us, our legal 


^Telegram in four sections. 
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position under Treaty of Berlin^ and Paris agreement of January 
14, 1926, would remain intact. Committee has no mandate to settle 
distribution of German payments, and even if position be taken, such 
as the French take, that question of distribution is inherent in any 
recommendation for a final reparation settlement, we should not be 
bound by experts’ recommendations unless we accepted them. 


Armour 


462.00R29e/2882i : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France (Armour) 

CParax^hrase] 

Washinotok, May 11, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

148. Your No. 203, Reparation 236, May 10, 9 a. rn. Department is 
disposed to concur in your judgment as to whether you should 
appear before Experts Committee. If Committee adjourns with- 
out allocating payments to the several Governments, it does not ap- 
pear to be necessary to state at present time what this Government 
is willing to accept. You are authorized to tell Young now, how- 
ever, that, in event experts reach point where they are definitely 
prepared to allocate the annuity among the several creditors of Ger- 
many, you desire to appear before Committee and inform them re- 
garding the position of this Government. You are now authorized 
to tell Young what that position will be. 

As we understand plan now under consideration, it proposes reduc- 
tion of standard Dawes annuity to an average annuity of 1,988,000,- 
000 gold marks per annum ; we shall be glad to recommend acceptance 
by the United States of its proportionate share of that reduction. 
This Government is now receiving on account of mixed claims and 
Army costs 100 million gold marks per annum, which is 4 percent of 
present standard Dawes annuity. The same percentage of the new 
proposed average annuity would be approximately 79 million gold 
marks. We should be disposed, therefore, to recommend to Congress 
tUat an annuity of 79 million gold marks over a term of 37 years be 
accepted in full discharge of Germany’s obligations to the United 
States on the mixed claims and Army costs accounts. This would 
enable us, by allocation of 50 million gold marks to mixed claims 
account, to discharge that obligation in full in 37 years on basis of 
Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928. 

By applying balance to Army costs account we shall be able to 
discharge 90 percent of those costs in 37 years, making allowance of 
3^ -percent interest on deferred payments. 

"Treaty between the United States and Germany, signed August 25, 1921, 
Foreign Relations, 1921, vol. n, p. 29. 
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A settlement on foregoing basis would mean that this Govemment 
is willing to make following sacrifices : 

1. To cut claim for Army costs to percentage already received by 
Allied nations for such costs; 

2. To defer payment in full of these costs for period of 22 years 
beyond time at which they would be terminated under present ar- 
rangement. This would mean postponement in payment of approx- 
imately one-half the principal of such costs as now remain unpaid. 

3. To accept interest at only 3% percent on deferred payments 
during period of delay. 

In order to measure fairly these sacrifices, let me remind you that 
in agreement of January 14, 1925, this Government has already made 
very substantial concession in amount of its claim for Army costs; 
that these costs represent the expenses of an occupation of the Rhine- 
land in which this Government was not interested for its own sake, 
but was acting on the requests of its associates; that under the Treaty 
of Versailles these Army costs were expressly given priority; and 
that corresponding costs of occupation by the Associated Powers 
have already been paid. It should be pointed out further that such 
a settlement would result in a substantial concession on mixed claims 
obligations also, as it would be based on payments as set up in the 
Act for the Settlement of War Claims (1928), whereas Germany’s 
treaty obligations to this Government run into much higher figures. 

You should make it quite clear that this Government would not be 
willing to extend payments beyond 37 years on either the mixed claims 
or the Army costs account. You should also make clear to Young 
that it will be necessary to obtain congressional authorization for any 
such settlement, as it necessarily modifies Germany’s treaty obligations. 

We are not yet in position to inform either you or Young whether 
we would agree to place this annuity or any part of it in postponable 
class until you have cabled exact provisions regarding postponement. 

We are much concerned, furthermore, as we have already pointed 
out in previous cables, lest methods which Experts Committee evi- 
dently have used in calculating amoxmt of proposed standard annuities 
be allowed to appear in Committee’s final report. In making those 
calculations, the representatives of the creditor nations have evidently 
used, to large extent, the obligations of their respective war debts as 
measure of their proposed settlement with Germany. To that method 
we have already indicated our objections. It is only necessary to say 
now that we should be unwilling to subscribe to settlement which 
would recognize a direct relationship between Germany’s reparation 
payments and the Allied payments to the United States on account of 
war debts ; and we should be unwilling to accept any revised annuities 
if, after ftyaTnirting completed plan, it should appear to our judgment 
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that by acceptance we would give sanction to such a relationship. Our 
assumption is, in all this, of course, that the 1,988,000,000 gold marks 
is total annuity, including reparations in kind. This last paragraph 
is not to be stated to Committee, as it is intended for your information 
and for that of Young only. 

Stimson 


462.001t296/2887i : Telegram 

The Charge in France {Armour') to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 13, 1929 — 11 a. m. 

[Received May 13 — 9 : 20 a. m.] 

208. Reparation No. 240. Next to last sentence of your telegram 
No. 148, May 11, 2 p. in. 

In order to eliminate any possible misapprehension, I feel that I 
should point out that the 1988 millions is average aimuity exclusive of 
service of the Dawes loan. With the service of that loan included, 
average total annuity works out at 2050 millions. I assume that this 
fact was taken into consideration when the Government’s position as 
defined in your telegram No. 148 was formulated, but I should appre- 
ciate confirmation of this point before I advise Young definitively of 
our position. 

Armoxir 

462.00R20e/2887J ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France (Armour) 

[Paraphrase] ^ 

Washinotok, May 13, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

152. Your 208, Reparation No, 240. We based our computations 
on 4 percent of average annuity of 1988 million. Service of the loan 
was not taken into consideration in making these calculations, but as 
the 79 million gold marks takes care both of mixed claims and our 
Army costs in 37 years at an interest rate of 3^/4 percent for deferred 
payments on latter, we are willing to stand on figures sent you in 
Department’s telegram No. 148. The sentence to which you refer was 
inserted for purpose of making sure that the 1988 million included all 
reparations, thus including reparations in kind, to all creditors. 

Stimson 


462.00R204/2890J 

Statement Issued to the Press by the Secretary of State^ May 16^ 1S29 

In respect to the statements which have appeared in the press in 
regard to the participation of any Federal Reserve officials in the 
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creation or management of the new proposed International Bank, I 
wish to make clear the position of this Government : 

While we look with interest and sympathy upon the efforts being 
made by the Committee of Experts to suggest a solution and a settle- 
ment of the vexing question of German reparations, this Government 
does not desire to have any American official, directly or indirectly, 
participate in the collection of German reparations through the 
agency of this bank or otherwise. Ever since the close of the war 
the American Government has consistently taken this position ; it has 
never accepted membership on the Reparations Commission; it de- 
clined to join the Allied Powers in the confiscation of the sequestered 
German property and the application of that property to its war 
claims. The comparatively small sums which it receives under the 
Dawes Plan are applied solely to the settlement of the claims judi- 
cially ascertained by the Mixed Claims Commission, (United States- 
Germany) in fulfillment of an agreement with Germany, and to the 
repayment of the expenses of the American Army of Occupation in 
Coblenz, which remained in such occupation on the request of both 
the Allied nations and Germany. It does not now wish to take any 
step which would indicate a reversal of that attitude and for that 
reason it will not permit any officials of the Federal Reserve System 
either to themselves serve or to select American representatives as 
members of the proposed International Bank. 


462.00R296/2890i : Telegram 

The Charge m France {Ar7no%Lr) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Paris, May 17, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 3 : 15 p. m.**^] 

216. Reparation No. 244. Considerable reaction caused here by 
your statement given to the press yesterday on proposed International 
Bank. This morning Young and Morgan sent for me and told me 
that Moreau had stated to them that in view of attitude of our 
Government he was unable to go on with discussion either of the 
German conditions or of distribution. Moreau has put great faith, 
apparently, in proposed bank as solution of the reparation problem 
and he feels that without the support of the Federal Reserve System, 
both bank and proposed plan of settlement would be substantially 
weakened. In his talk with me, Young emphasized point that Moreau 
was sincere in his position, that he was looking at the entire picture 
as a banker and was not in any way attempting to use the proposed 


Telegram in two sections. 
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bank as an agency for tying reparations np with war debts. Moreau 
said that he would put his views into writing and submit them to 
Young. If he does this, Young will probably request me to transmit 
them to you. Meantime, Morgan is conferring this afternoon with 
Moreau in effort to persuade latter to change his views. 

This development seems greatly to have discouraged both Morgan 
and Young. They say that matters were i>ractically at point of settle- 
ment. The German conditions were found susceptible to agreement 
and they have hoped to reach accord in principle on question of dis- 
tribution either today or tomorrow. They seem to feel that every 
hour counts as Schacht is bombarded by continual attacks from the 
Nationalists in Germany and it is increasingly diflScult to keep him 
in line. This morning the German experts advised Young that there 
had been renewed attacks from Germany on ground that the United 
States now disapproved bank scheme. Young seems to feel that suc- 
cess may be jeoparded by a few days’ delay. 

This morning the Paris press published news despatches giving 
your statement of May 16. They published Havas despatch also, to 
effect that it had been added that there would be no objection raised 
on the part of our Government to participation in the banker’s bank 
by private American banks. This latter statement was not direct 
quotation, however, as was your statement on participation by Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank, and it has had little or no effect, apparently, on 
opinion here. 

Abmoub 


4e2.OOR286/2S0Oi : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France (^Armour) 

Washington, May 17, 1929 — 12 p. m. 

164. Your 216, May 17, 3 p. m., Reparation 244. You may inform 
Young authoritatively that this Government does not object to the 
creation of the proposed International Bank nor to the participation 
therein of private American banks and bankers. Our objection is to 
the participation of any American official in the organmation or 
management of the Bank whose primary function at least in the be- 
ginning will be the collection and distribution of reparations pay- 
ments and tine protection of the interests of the creditor nations. You 
might suggest to Young by way of explanation of our position that 
it is in no sense dictated by a lack of sympathy with the economic 
plan of which the Bank is so essential a part but due entirely to the 
fact that the United States Government has never presented a claim 
for reparations of the character which the Bank is to handle and does 
not feel that it should under these circumstances assume the moral 
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and tegal responsibility of either collecting them or of assuring their 
distribution. On the| contrary my statement on May 16th was made 
because the press despatches from Paris which had indicated that 
Federal Reserve oflSlcers would officially participate had excited such 
an adverse reaction here that we feared unless that error was cor- 
rected it would be impossible for us to secure congressional approval 
of any revised annuities which might be proposed by the Experts 
Committee- For that reason I felt it essential to make public our 
position, of which we had already informed Young.^® 

Sttmison 


462.00B296/2908i : Telegram 

The Ghaarge in France {Arnumr) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Paris, May 18, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Received May 18 — ^2:25 p. m.^®] 

224. Reparation No. 246. Reference your No. 164, May 17, 12 p. m. 
Your telegram has proven most helpful. Moreau was persuaded by 
Young and Morgan yesterday not to submit his views in writing for 
the present, and your message now seems to have straightened out the 
situation satisfactorily. 

The great problem now is the question of distribution. The 
scheme now under discussion by the creditor groups is that of distri- 
bution according to existing rights. The figures put down for the 
United States are 40.8 million^ for mixed claims and approximately 
30 millions. Army costs. The figure for mixed claims appears to me 
to represent our strict legal rights under the agreement of January 
14, 1925. It is calculated at 2^ percent of amount available for 
reparations after prior charges have been deducted. In view of fact 
that there is to be a reduction of the total annuity, I do not see how 
we can claim as a legal right the amount of 45 million marks which 
we now receive on basis of an annuity of 2500 million marks. I do 
not believe that the agreement of January 14 can^be so construed un- 
less we should wish to assume position that we would not consent to 
reduction of the total annuity below 2500 million marks. The ap- 
proximate figure of 30 million marks is calculated to satisfy 90 per- 
cent of our Army costs in period of 37 years at 5^/^ percent, upon 
understanding that British and French will waive their Army costs 
arrears. 

If such figures as these for the United States are recommended by 
the experts, there is nothing to be gained, in my judgment by appear- 

^ See telegrams No. 102, April 8, and No. 112, April 15, to ttie Charge in 
France, pp. 1038 and 1059. 

^Telegram in three sections. 
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ing oflScially before the Committee* Yesterday Young defended 
these figures for United States participation against strong attempts 
made by other groups to reduce them. In their memorandum of 
April 12, you will recall, no provision was made by the creditor 
groups for Army costs, and the payments for mixed claims were ma- 
terially reduced. Inclusion of these figures to cover our legal rights 
is due to Young’s efforts. I am convinced that it would not be 
possible to obtain any better figures from the other experts. An 
attempt in that direction would certainly risk causing break-down 
of the conference and in the eyes of the world assuming the responsi- 
bility for it. If these figures are not acceptable to the Government of 
the United States, we can state that fact when the report of the Com- 
mittee is made public, and then defend our position at subsequent 
conference of the governments. Our legal rights, in that event, 
would remain unaffected by anything which the experts have done. 

If the annuity proposed for mixed claims is not sufficient to satisfy 
all the awards to the Government, in addition to the private claims, 
then we could reserve in any case our rights as against Germany 
under Treaty of Berlin. 

Reference your Ko. 148, May 11, 2 p. m. It would seem doubtful 
that we could claim 4 percent of average annuity on any basis of 
legal rights. We could receive 4 percent of the Dawes annuity for 
only 16 years; that is to say, until the Army costs are paid. We 
would receive thereafter only 1.8 percent. Pi'esent proposal means 
flat participation of about 3.5 percent for 37 years. We could claim, 
of course, 55 million marks a year under existing rights on account 
of Army costs until we have been paid in full. It would seem, how- 
ever, on assumption that we will desire to waive 10 percent of these 
costs on the understanding that the other creditors will do the same, 
that the annuity provided to cover our Army costs over a ST-year 
period is satisfactory. 

After you have considered the foregoing, if you still think it 
advisable for me to appear before the exj^erts on basis of your tele- 
gram under reference, please instruct me immediately. Events are 
moving rapidly and if you wish me to meet the experts I ought to 
have your instructions by Monday morning at latest, as it is possible 
that on Monday or Tuesday agreement regarding distribution may 
be reached. 

Foregoing recommendations are made, of course, on assumption 
that distribution which will be recommended by the experts of the 
creditor groui>s will include figures for the United States at approx- 
imately amounts mentioned. 


“ See telegram No. 149, April 13, from the Charge in France, p. 1061. 



ODBiEMAiNnr 


1075 

Reference your No. 161, May 17, 1 p. m., you inquire as to method 
by which figures for the average annuity have been reached. The 
figure of 1988.8 as average annuity with service of the Dawes loan 
deducted and figure of 2050.6 as average with service of Dawes loan 
included have both been calculated as representing the flat annuity 
which would produce required sum, discounted at 5% percent, for 37 
years. 

Abmouk 


462.00R296/29082i : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Armour) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 19, 1929 — 8 p. m. 

165. Reparation No. 71. We have carefully considered your No. 
224, May 18, 3 p. m. You may state to Young for communication 
to Committee of Experts that the President will make following 
recommendations to Congress : 

(1) That the Government of the United States agree to accept 90 
percent of its claims, due September 1, 1929, on account of Army 
costs, provided Governments of France and Great Britain make 
similar concession. We will accept annuity sufficient to cover this 
amount in 37 annual payments; interest on all deferred payments, 
5% percent. Treasury estimates that an aimuity of about 32,800,000 
gold marks will be required, 

(2) That the Government of the United States agree to accept a 
flat annuity of 40,800,000 gold marks on account of mixed claims 
which is to be paid annually until our claims as covered in Settle-, 
ment of War Claims Act of 1928 are completely discharged. This 
will discharge all private claims under that act in approximately 
35 years, as nearly as we can estimate, and the claims of this Gov- 
ernment in 17 additional years. You may inform Young, however, 
that, if proposal of a flat annuity ^should prove so unacceptable to his 
colleagues as to lead to breakdown of the conference, we believe 
Congress would probably be willing to accept figures set down 
in your No. 224; namely, 2% percent of amount available for 
reparations, which you say would represent an average annuity of 
40,800,000 gold marks for 37-year period, and, after 37th year, a flat 
annuity sufficient to discharge balance of this claim in a 15-year 
period. 

(3) That the Government of the United States agrees to place the 
Army costs payments in the conditional class ; but, in view of its 

Not printed. 
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obligations to its own nationals who are being asked to accept post- 
ponement of ultimate payments, it must insist that payments on 
account of mixed claims be placed in unconditional class. 

STmsox 

462«O0R29d/2917i : Telegram 

The Charge m France {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Paris, May 20, 1929—5 p. m. 

[Received 5 : 30 p. ia.“] 

225. Reparation No. 247. This morning I discussed your No, 165, 
May 19, 8 p.m., with Young. He said that he personally was not in 
position to communicate our stand to Committee, as latter had de- 
cided that it would not receive any communications from governments 
(see his message to you transmitted in my 166, Reparation No. 213, 
April 17, 10 a.m.). It had been agreed, however, that the four 
creditor groups should receive, unofficially, views of the position of 
the governments not represented at the present conference of ex- 
perts. Young said he felt that time had now come when our position 
should be made Imown to Committee, and that in view of progress 
that is being made among the creditor groups regarding question of 
distribution, he felt that I should appear before them at once. 

Consequently I met informally with the representatives of the four 
principal creditor groups this afternoon, and set forth our position as 
stated in your telegram No. 165. 

Our position on Army costs, as set forth in first paragraph of 
your telegram is not entii-ely clear to me ; it seems, perhaps, to have 
been based on misunderstanding of concession which British and 
French are making. You state that we would accept 90 percent of 
our Army costs “due September 1, 1929.” This would seem to 
mean that concession would amount to waiver of 10 percent of 
balance unpaid and due as of date in question. However, British 
and French are waiving 10 percent of total amount of their Army 
costs. My assumption is that we would wish to make similar con- 
cession ; that is, 10 percent of our total Army costs. In figures this 
would be expressed as follows: Our unpaid Army costs, as of Sep- 
tember 1, 1929, will amount, ai>proximately to 813,000,000 gold 
marks; ten percent of our total Army costs is 122,000,000 marks; 
deducting this amount from 813 million marks would leave 691 millioii 
marks, to be paid over period of 37 years. 

Regarding phrase “interest on all deferred payments, 5^ percent,” 
I assume it has following meaning : 


Telegram in three sections. 
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Accepting amount of 691 millions as being that of our Army costs 
to be paid starting September 1, 1929, approximately thirteen an- 
nuities of 55 millions would be required to discharge this amount. In 
agreeing to accept payment over term of 37 years we would receive 5^ 
percent on payments deferred after the 13th year, that is to ^y, 
during the last 24 years. 

It may be added that in my discussion with the creditor groups I 
did not mention, of course, the foregoing points touching our Army 
costs, but merely made statement to effect that the President would 
recommend our acceptance of 90 percent of our Army costs, provided 
France and Great Britain did likewise, and that for the moment I 
was not in position to furnish them with figures as to annuity re- 
quired to cover this amount, but that I hoped shortly to bo able to 
do so. If you would instruct me definitely regarding points men- 
tioned. and furnish figures of approximate amount of annuity re- 
quired, I should appreciate it. 

In regard to second paragraph of your telegram concerning mixed 
claims, I set forth our position on basis of flat annuity. This was 
not discussed, if it appears later that there is serious objection to 
proposal for flat annuity, it may then become advisable to accept 2% 
percent of amount available for reparations over a period of 37 years 
and a fliat annuity thereafter suflSlcient to discharge balance of claim 
in 15 years. I interpret your instruction as giving me the authority 
to do this should it seem advisable. 

The meeting with the creditor groups was brief and entirely satis- 
factory. Only point which seemed to raise some doubt was whether 
the Germans could be induced to agree to the 15 annuities after the 
37th year on the mixed claims account. 

Armoxjk 


462.00R296/2909 : TdLegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Frajnce {Armoii^) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 21, 1929 — 6 p.m. 

167. Reparation BTo. 75. Tour No. 225, May 20, 5 p.m., Repara- 
tion No. 247. 

1. President will recommend to Congress that the United States 
waive 10 percent of total amoimt of Army costs, which is $292,663,000. 
Converted into marks at 23.82 cents to the mark the total amoimt of 
Army costs comes to 1,228,000,000 marks. Deducting 10 percent 
leaves net amount of 691,000,000 marks due as of September 1, 1929. 
Annuity of 31,231,000 gold marks for term of 37 years will pay this 
amount with interest at 5% percent on all deferred payments. Under 

S23423 — 43 — ^vol. II 
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tlie present plan we are receiving 55,000,000 marks a year, which 
would retire debt of 691,000,000 marks in about twelve and one-half 
years. Interest would continue on difference between 65,000,000 
marlm and 31,231,000 gold marks beginning with the first year, 

2. You are correct in your interpretation of my message as giving 
you authority to accept 2^ percent of amount available for repara- 
tions over period of 37 years, and thereafter flat rate sufficient to 
discharge balance of claim in 15 years; this Government would pre- 
fer, however, the flat annuity on mixed claims, 

3. Not under any circumstances can we agree to a settlement which 
does not provide for discharge in full of obligations on account of 
mixed claims as established in the Settlement of War Claims Act of 
1928, which an annuity of 40,800,000 marks over period of 37 years 
only will not do. If Germany is not willing to extend payments be- 
yond the 37th year, the annuity on the mixed claims account for 
term of 37 years must be 50,000,000 marks a year. 

Stihsox 


462.00B296/2910 : 

TTie Oharge in Frofnce {Armour) to the Secretary of State 

PA3Eti8, May 23, 1929 — 5 p.in. 

[Received May 24r— 9 : 10 a.m.®*] 

233, Reparation 252. Following receipt of your 167, May 21st, I 
yesterday addressed to Pirelli, who presided over the meeting of the 
creditor groups at which I appeared on May 20, the following letter: 

^At the meeting which I had with the representatives of the credi- 
tor groups on May 2^ over which you pr^ided, I stated the position 
of the United States Government as you will recall as follows : 

That the President would recommend to the Congress : 

1. That the United States agree to accept 90 percent of its Army 
costs, provided France and Great Britain make a similar concession. 
On this basis the United States would accept an annuity sufficient to 
cover this amount in 37 yearly payments with interest at 5% percent 
on all deferred payments. I mentioned that my estimates were that 
this would require an annuity of about 32.8 million gold marks but 
that I wished to reserve this figure until I could obtain a more precise 
estimate and that I would communicate with you later. 

2. That the United States Government agree to accept on account 
of mixed claims a flat annuity of 40.8 million gold marks to be paid 
yearly until the claims as covered in the settlement of War Claims 
Act are completely discharged. As nearly as could be estimated this 
would require a flat annuity of 40.8 million gold marks for 52 years, 
id est^ for 37 years plus 15 additional annuities of 40.8 millions after 
the 37th year. 


Xelegram In two laectiozis. 



GERMAKY 


1079 


States _agrM to place its payments on account 
m the conditional class of the annuity, but, in view 
of its obligation to its own nationals who would be accepting a post- 
ponement of ultimate payment of their claims, it would reqmre that 
payments on account of mixed claims be placed in the unconditional 
class. 

With regard to the annuity on account of Army costs, I am now in 
to advise you that it is estimated that an annuity of 
3 I 523 I 5 OOO gold marks for 37 years will be required. This figure is 
arrived at as follows: ® 


Deducting 10 percent of the total amount of the United States 
Army costs leaves a net amount due as of September 1 st, 1929, of 
approximately 691,000,000 marks. Under the present plan the United 
States IS receiving 65,000,000 marks a year which would retire the 
debt of 691,000,000 in about twelve and a half years. Interest at 5 % 
percent would run on the deferred paymentn, viz : on the difference 
between the 55,000,000 and the 31,231,000 marks beginning the first 
year. This would require as stated above an annuity of 31,231,000 
gold marks for 37 years. 

I should be glad if you would communicate the foregoing to the 
other representatives of the creditor groups who were present at the 
meeting on May 20 .” 


The situation as to provision for our claims are [is] as follows: 

The creditor groups have reached agreement on distribution of 
the annuity given in their memorandum sent to Schacht yesterday 
(see my Reparation 250®*). This distribution gives us in the first 
year April 1 st, 1929, to March 31stj 1930, the amount of 92.2 millions. 
As explained in my Reparation 250, this first annuity is composed of 
9 months of the Dawes annuity and 3 months of the new annuity of 

2.050.000. 000. We thus receive three-fourths of 100,000,000 or 

75.000. 000 plus 17.2 millions for the 3 months of the new annuity. 
Thereafter the proposal is to give us an annuity of 69.2 millions over 
36 years. The creditors calculate that this, together with the annuity 
of 92.2 in the first year, will provide an average annuity of 70.6 millions 
for 37 years. 

[Paraphrase.] Of course this is insufficient to satisfy American 
claims on the basis you lay down in your telegrams No. 165, May 19, 
and No. 167, May 21 . Allocation of 40.8 millions for mixed claims 
would leave but 29.7 millions for Army costs payments. Deficit is fur- 
ther increased by fact that first annuity year would begin on April 1 , 
1929, while our figures are based on status of our claims as of September 
1 , 1929, after applying the payments which are to be received up to 
that date. 

It will be very difficult, I think, to get creditor groups to increase 
our share in any material measure. There has been a struggle, as you 
will readily imagine, over every 100,000 marks and every group has 

Not printed. 
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had to -whittle do-vm requirements -which -were supposed to he its mini- 
mum. Possibly I can obtain an increase of one-half or three-fourths 
of a million, but I have small hope of getting anything larger. For 
that reason I feel that we should carefully consider whether there 
is anything we can do to come somewhat nearer their figure ; par- 
ticularly is this true in regard to rate of interest charged. The 
31,231,000 for Army costs annuity stated in your No. 167 was based, 
it is presumed, upon compound interest at percent on payments 
deferred. May I suggest that we should consider accepting inter- 
est at rate approximately what the United States would have to pay 
for money, let us say 4% percent. The following estimate has been 
made for me by accountants here; 

On assumption that we receive 29.7 millions for Army costs over 
period of 13 years (12% years would be more exact, but 13 years is 
basis of estimate) , there would be deficit to be carried to deferred pay- 
ments of 25.3 millions per annum; that is to say, 55,000,000 minus 
point 7. At end of 13 years the interest on these annual deficits at 
4% percent compound interest would amount to 90.2 millions. This 
amount added to the 305,000,000 of principal which would remain 
to be paid the 13th year comes to 395.2 millions, and the annuity re- 
quired to produce this amount at 4% percent discount over remaining 
24 years comes close to 27.3 millions. 

If the above figure.^ are approximately correct and would be accept- 
able to us, they would bring us very near the annuity which the creditor 
groups proposed for us. A slight deficit would probably still be left, 
due to fact that, as I have pointed out above, the annuities are to start 
as of April 1 and the foregoing estimate has been based on our claims 
as of September 1, 1929. 

It may be added that, as far as I know, none of creditors has calcu- 
lated claims on basis of 6% percent interest. Only use which has been 
made of that figure has been in computing value of 74 proposed setr 
tlements. 

If there is to be any settlement reached here, apparently it -will be 
on basis of first annuity’s beginning as of April 1, 1929. I ventirre to 
suggest, therefore, that Ti’easury be asked to prepare figures on follow- 
ing lines : 

Amount of the annuity for 37 years which would be required to pay 
our Army costs as they stood on April 1, 1929, after making deduc- 
tion of 10 percent of total costs with interest at 4% percent on aU 
deferred payments. If this amount added to the 40.8 millions for 
mixed claims fairly approximates annuity of 70-5 millions now pro- 
vided for us, I may be able to obtain the difference. I should also 
appreciate confirmation by Treasury that an initial annuity of 90J 
millions plus 36 annuities of 69.2 millions would give us, in fact, average 
annuity of 70.5 millions value over period of 37 years. 
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Certain difficulties are also offered by the 15 additional annuities of 
40.8 millions for mixed claims. On basis of existing rights we could 
claim, so it would seem, only 2^ percent of amount ayailable for 
reparations after the STth year. This amount will be about 1,600,- 
000,000. Creditor groups, however, have agreed to add to schedule of 
annuities presented to the Germans statement to effect that 15 addi- 
tional annuities of 40.8 millions will be required to satisfy the United 
States mixed claims. What German reaction will be to this I do not 
know, but if they are prepared to make settlement on basis of the new 
proposal they have received from the Allied groups, I should thinV 
that they would raise no very serious objections to these additional 
figures for us j particularly should this be true as the matter is bound 
up with return of German property in the United States. If this 
point raises any difficulty, I feel that Young will help as much as 
possible by talking with Schacht. 

Early reply to points raised in foregoing would be appreciated, as 
a little time may be required to obtain any readjustments here. [End 
paraphrase.] 

Armoub 


462.00R296/2910 ; Telegram 

The Seorethry of State to the ChorgS in France {Armour) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 25, 1929 — 4 p. m. 

171. Reparation No. 77. Tour No. 233, May 23, 5 p. m., Reparation 
No. 252. 

Department’s telegrams No. 165, May 19, 8 p. m., and 167, May 21, 
6 p. m., were sent to you as result of meeting held by President with 
several responsible leaders of House and Senate. After a long dis- 
cussion they agreed personally to support new schedule which will 
be presented to Congress by the Executive with earnest request for 
approval. Many members of Congress undoubtedly will oppose even 
this arrangement on ground that this Government is not collecting 
reparations as such but merely Army costs, which, under existing 
arrangement, are prior obligation of Germany and are due solely for 
reason that both Germany and the Allies urged us to keep our Army 
on the Rhine for the general good; and similarly with regard to the 
mixed claims, which are result of judicial settlement. It would not 
be possible now to call another meeting asking for sacrifices even 
greater. 

The figures presented at the White House meeting were drawn up 
very carefully by the Treasury, and proposals it contained relative 
to our share of the annuities seemed generous to us. For that reason 
we feel that it is not possible to take any further steps until experts’ 
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final report is sent to the Governments, and it should be borne in 
mind that any further diminution in the annuities to be paid to 
the United States might add seriously to opposition in Congress to 
the acceptance of the new schedule. 

It does not seem to be necessary for you to commimicate again 
formally with the Committee of Experts. 

SmisoiT 


4e2.00a2ee/2910 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in France {Amuwr) 

Washinoton, May 25, 1929 — 7 p. m. 

174. Reparation 78. Tour 233, May 23, 5 p. m. Reparation 252. 

The following is furnished for your information in answer to your 
question as to figures: The Treasury understands that the All^o^ 
experts in their agreement have allowed the United States on account 
of Army Costs and Mixed Claims an annuity of 92,200,000 marks 
from April 1, 1929, to March 31, 1930, and thereafter an annuity of 
69,200,000 marks for 86 years.*® If 41,000,000 marks are allocated for 
Mixed Claims, it would leave approximately 61,000,000 for Army 
Costs the first year, and if 40,800,000 are allocated for Mixed Clanns 
for the next 36 years it would leave approximately 28,400,000 avail- 
able for Army Costs. The Treasury estimates that these aimuities 
would discharge the amount due on account of Army Costs in 37 
years with interest at approximately 4% per cent. 

StlMSON 


462.00K296/2937 : Telegram 

The Charge in France {^Armour) to tJie SecretaT^ of State 
[Extracts — Parapbruse] 

Paris, May 31, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received May 31 — 3 : 36 p. m.] 

246. Reparation No. 266. Both sides are now making concessions 
with regard to German conditions, and it looks as if Conunittee 
might reach complete agreement within next 24 or 36 hours, and final 
report be ready for signature by middle of next week. ®® 

• • • • • mm 

. , . I understand that the creditor groups have not allotted to the 
United States anything in the unconditional category. Practically 
everything in this category has been given to France, who will 
deposit with the bank approximately 500,000,000 marks to equalize 

"For the figures finally recommended for the annuities by the CJOmmittee of 
Experts, see Great Britain, Cmd. 334g (1029), pp. 60 fC. 

The report of the Committee of Experts was signed on June 7, 1929. 
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her disproportionate share of the conditional payrdfent. Young does 
not feel that anything further can be accomplished on this point 
at present conference. 

Our position as set forth in your No. 165, May 19, is now matter 
of record with the experts of the creditor groups, and, if we so 
desire, we can insist upon participating in the unconditional pay- 
ments when the conference of the governments is held to put the 
new plan into effect. ... 

• • 

Abmoto 


[A conference was held at The Hague, August 6-31, 1929, for the 
purpose of bringing into effect the plan offered by the Committee of 
Experts. — Great Britain, Cmd. 3392, Miscellaneous No. 5 (1929): 
Protocol With Annexes Approved at the Plenary Session of The 
Hagvte Conference, August 31, 1929. 

The Government of the United States was represented at the Con- 
ference by Mr. Edwin C. Wilson in the capacity of observer and with 
specifically limited powers.] 


negotiations for an agreement to provide for payment of 

AMERICAN ARMY OF OCCUPATION COSTS AND MIXED CLAIMS 
COMMISSION AWARDS 
462.00R294/674a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Qernumy {SohAmnam) 

Waskengtoit, September 14j 1929— 2;p. to. 
64. The United States, under the Paris agreement of Janu^ 14, 
1926,“^ to which Germany is not a party but of which it has cognizance, 
is receiving from Germany 56,000,000 gold marhs a year oh account of 
the costs of the American Army of Occupation “ and 45,000,000 gold 
marks a year on account of the awards adjudicated and to be adjudi- 
cated by the Mixed Claims Commission constituted under the agree- 
ment of August 10, 1922.'’® As of September 1, 1929, the unliquidated 
balance owed by Germany on account of army Costs was $193,- 
936,765.20 and on account of Mixed Claims Awards approximately 

$251,300,000, interest included. 

In view of the schedule of payments recommended by the Comimt- 
tee of Experts appointed by Germany and the Eeparation Commission 
to submit proposals for a final and definitivo settlomont of Germany s 


" Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 145. 
“ See 0id., 1923. vol. n, pp. 110 ff. 
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obligations,*** the President is prepared to recommend to the Congr^i 
that the United States accept in full discharge of Germany’s oblige,! 
tions in the aforementioned categories the annuities allotted the 
United States in the report of that Committee. To this end it is de- 
sired to ascertain whether the German Government will agree to pay 
directly to the United States the said annuities over the period of 
yeara provided for in the Experts’ report, with a provision, on the 
lines of postponement provisos in other debt settlements negotiated by 
the United States, permitting postponement of payments at the 
debtor’s option for a period of time not to exceed two years (viz “Pro- 
vided, however, that Germany may at its option, upon not less 
ninety days advance notice to the United States, postpone any pay- 
ment to a time not more than two years, distant from its due date, but 
only on condition that in case Germany shall at any time exercise this 
option as to any payment, the payment falling due on the correspond- 
ing date in the next succeeding year cannot be postponed to any date 
more than one year distant from the date it becomes due unless and 
imtil the payment previously postponed shall actually have been made, 
and the payment falling due on the corresponding date in the second 
succeeding year cannot be postponed at all unless and until the pay- 
ment of principal due two years previous thereto sliaU actually have 
been made.”) . 

The President is not prepared to relinquish the rights and priorities 
the United States enjoys under the Paris agreement of January 14, 
1925 until authorization of Congress has been obtained. It is desired 
at the proper time to lay the matter before Congress in the form of 
an agreement with Germany, which shall have been recognized in 
such appropriate form as may prove convenient by the other creditor 
powers signatory to the agreement of January 14, 1925. 

You are requested to communicate the foregoing orally to the 
appropriate German authorities and report reaction of the German 
Government. While no reluctance on its part is anticipated, you 
may find it appropriate to refer to the proposal as a new exemplifica- 
tion of the' consistently liberal attitude which the United States has 
displayed toward Germany, as in renouncing its right to general 
reparations, returning private German property sequestered during 
the war, and subjecting the claims of American citizens against Ger- 
many to adjudication by a mixed tribunal constituted under an agree- 
ment with Germany. The position of this Government is also in- 
fluenced by the wish to submit to Congress a simple question which 
will not draw the whole Young Plan into controversy and delay. 

“Report of the Committee of Experts on Reparations, June 7, 1929, commonly 
referred to as “The Xoung Plan"; Great Britain, Cmd. 3343 (1929). 
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Tou will make it clear that besides the Yotmg Plan anlmiti^ 
able after September 1, 1929, the United States expects that payment 
of the IOO5OOO5OOO marks due under the fifth Dawes annuity will be 
completed. 

You may further add that pending the submission of the new 
agreement to the Congress and the obtaining of the necessary author- 
ity from the Congress, this Government is prepared to accept payments 
based on the new schedule, reserving, however, all its rights under the 
Treaty of Berlin®^ and under the agreement of January 14;, 1925, 
and with the understanding that the existing methods of payment 
will remain undisturbed. 

Mail cipher copy to Paris for Wilson’s information. Keep him 
fully informed. 

Stimsor- 


462.00R294/682 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Germany {Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

Berlin, October 26, 1929 — ^11 a. m. 

[Received October 26 — ^10 : 47 a. m.] 
201. [Paraphrase.] Following is translation of Foreign Office 
received yesterday : [End paraphrase.] 

“The German Government is of the opinion that, ^through the ex- 
change of views up to the present and ^^ aide-memoire of the Ameri- 
can Ambassador of October 24, 1929,®® the basis for entering upon 
material negotiations regarding a German-American debt agreement 
has been created. It has noted with satisfaction that the American 
Government will hand to the German Government a written draft 
of the agreement and that an American expert will shortly, arrive in 
Berlin for the purpose of further discussion of the matter in question. 
The German Government is prepared to take up these negotiations 
immediately. Ministerial Direktor Bitter of the Foreign Office has 
been commissioned to conduct the negotiations. In these negotiations 
the German Government would again discuss the question dealt with 
in paragraph 2 of the aide-memoire of October 24 regarding the 
extent to T^ich some regulations corresponding to the Young Plan 
are to be made the subject of the agreement itself or of a subsequent 
supplementary German-American accord. . , , , 1 . 

The German Government emphasizes particularly the urgency o± 
the matter. A consequence of the conclusion of the German-American 
agreement is that the American annuities must f aken out of the 
Young Plan. As the Committee of Jurists which was appomted 

"Treaty between tbe United States and Germany, signed August 25, 1921; 

Foreign Relations, 1921, vol. ii, p. 29. ^ atvioW 

“Edwin C. Wilson, First Secretary of Embassy in France, and acting Ameri- 
can observer on the Reparation Commission. , « 

“Presumably an aide-memoire recapitulating the oral discussions based upon 

the Department’s instruction, awpra. 
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by l^e Ha^e Conference** and [by whom the question will also 
be telmn u]^ -v^l probably meet about November 10, it would h« 
goj^^girable if a Gennan-American accord could be reached § 

yi®^ of the &.ct that, contrary to the wish of the two Govein 
-mente, ^e ^rman-Amencan negotiations have already been inad« 
piAhc, the Ge^an Government deems it necessary to acquaint 
othCT cred^r (^vernm^ts, without delay, with the fact of the neS- 
taataons- Ihe German Gorornment attaches particular importance 
to haying this done by the German and the American Governments 
joto% and ^ggests for this reason that their respective Minister 
in Brussels be mstructed immediately by telegraph to notifv M 
Jaspar,*" president of The Hague Conference, accordingly. The Ger 
man Government will instruct its Minister in Brus^s to eet toto 
touch with his American colleague prior to this step. The various 
inter^ted Governments themselves could then be advised when an 
accord has been reached regarding the text of the agreement ” 


SCHUJtMAX 

462.00R294/682 : Telegram 

The Secretary of StaM to the Arribassador in Germany (Sohurman) 

[Paraphrase] 


Washington, October 26, 1929—5 p. m. 

78. Yesterday the New York Herald Tribune carried an article 
on our negotiations with Germany. In order to avoid misunder- 
standing, the Secretary stated at his press conference that he would 
make an announcement, in view of the statements printed, although 
Department had not intended to do so. He then recalled that a 
meeting had been held at the White House last spring, at which 
question of accepting certain reductions which the experts had pro- 
posed was discussed by the President and the Secretary of State with 
the leaders of the House and the Senate. He stated that the negotia- 
tions with the German Government are in accord with what Depart- 
ment understands to have been general sentiment of that conference, 
and that no reason exists for secrecy regarding them. One corre- 
spondent inquired whether the United States is not in this way lined up 
with the Young Plan; the Secretary stated in reply that this agree- 
ment is being negotiated separately with the Reich Government. 
Several specific questions were asked by the correspondents relative to 
what was to be included in the agreement, but the Secretary would not 
discuss details. 

The Department also informed British ChargS and French and 
Italian Ambassadors about what was being done. Assistant Secre- 


Cmd. 38^ (1929) : Protocol . , . Approved at the Plenary 
heaawn of The Hague Conference, August 31, 1$29, p. 3. 

Henri Jaspar, Belgian Prime Minister. 
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tary Castle had already told Dr. Eiep that if German Government 
desired, there was no reason why it should not inform the interested 
Ambassadors. 

Reference your No. 201, October 26, 11 a. m. Under the circum- 
stances, the United States obviously would have no objection should 
German Minister at Brussels wish to discuss matter with Jaspar. 
There does not appear to be any reason, however, why the American 
Ambassador should be associated with him in this action. 

You will please keep Wilson fully informed. 

Stimsok 


462.00R294/683f : Tdegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Frcmoe {Armour) 

Washtn-gtox, November 2, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

359. Reparation 98. Repeat following to Berlin as Department’s 
80. 

“Your 201, October 26, 11 a. m. Department is instructing Mr. E. C. 
Wilson, Acting American Observer with the Reparation Commis- 
sion, to proceed to Berlin to present draft agreement and to dis- 
cuss it with representative desimated by the German Government. 
In accordance with American debt settlement precedents, proposal 
contemplates an agreement which will be signed at WashiMton by 
the Secretary of the Treasury after it has been submitted to Congress 
and Congress has authorized signature. 

Please make appropriate arrangements and extend Mr. Wilson all 
possible assistance and facilities.” ' . 

Stimsox 


462.00R294/695 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Oermmiy {Schurman) to the Secretary of State 

Berlin, November 7, 1929 — 5 p. m. 
[Received November : 55 p. m.] 

209. From Wilson. 

Had first meeting this morning with Ritter and presented draft 
agreement.®^ It will require a day or so for the Government services 
to examine the document, and we shall then begin detailed discussion. 
He volunteered the statement, however, that he thought we should 
have no difiSlculty except in coimection with a postponement, or rather 
safeguard, clause. He referred to the provisions of the Young Plan 
regarding the special advisory committee as constituting a ^‘revision 
clause” and said German opinion attached great importance to this 
and he hoped similar provisions could be embodied in our agreement. 

•• Counselor of the German Embassy. 

•'Not printed. 
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[Paraphrase.] In reply I said that this "was the first time I had 
ever heard anything about a “revision clause” in the Young Plan and 
that I did not believe the passage in question was regarded in that 
light by other people. Ritter agreed that it was not so regarded in 
other countries but repeated that public opinion in Germany attached 
the utmost importance to the possibilities of this clause. I told bim 
it was my personal opinion that the United States would find any 
such clause unacceptable ; that what we were endeavoring to do was, 
so far as possible, to give Germany the advantages of an arrangement 
on the lines of agreements which we had concluded with other coun- 
tries; we should, in fact, be reducing the amount of our claims by 
accepting pa 3 unent under the Young schedule and it could not be 
expected that we would agree to anything such as a “revision clause”; 
we had refused this in connection with our other debt agreements. 
However, it is my impression that the Germans will go the limit, in 
trying to have our agreement contain a reference to the special 
advisory committee provided for in the Young Plan or to insert some 
similar provision in our agreement. [End paraphrase.] 

In view of the insistence of press correspondents it was agreed that 
a brief statement would be given out by the Foreign OflSce and the 
Embassy to the effect that discussions concerning special agreement 
had been begun today in Berlin. It was also agreed that no further 
communication would be made to the press. [Wilson.] 

SOHUBMAN 


462.00 R294/691 : Telegram 

The Afnbassador in (xermany (Schur?nan) to the Secretary of State 

Berlin, November 12, 1929 — 5 p. m. 

[Received November 13 — 1 : 15 a. m.] 

215. From Wilson. Reference my telegram November 7, 5 p. m.. 
Embassy’s 209. 

I had second meeting with Ritter and his associates yesterday after- 
noon and further meeting this morning. He began by saying that 
there were, in general, two bases upon which our agreement might be 
drafted. The first was to take the Young Plan as a basis and provide 
merely that the payments allocated to the United States in the Young 
Plan, subject to the conditions of that plan, would be made direct by 
Germany to the United States; this was the basis which Germany 
would have preferred. The second basis, which was the one adopted 
by the United States, was to make the payments depend on the agree- 
ment, the obligations of Germany under the Armistice agreement,*® 
and the Ti'eaty of Berlin. If the agreement was to follow this basis 

’‘Foreign Relations, 1919, The Paris Peace Conference, vol. n, p. 1. 
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I16 felt tliat certain, provisions would liavo to b© included in it in 
order to bring it into line with Germany’s position under the Xouns: 
Plan. 

He then went on to stress two points which he said the German 
Government regarded as of primary importance as follows : 

{a) The renimciation of sanctions and special pledges. 

He pointed out that under the Young Plan (paragraph 102) the 
creditor Governments would release all controls, securities, et cetera; 
furthermore, many of the creditor Governments had already re- 
nounced the rights accorded them, under paragraph 18 of annex 2 of 
part 8 of the Versailles Treaty.®® He said that the German Govern- 
ment felt it would be an anomaly if the other creditor Governments 
should release such sanctions and pledges and the United States still 
retained them. He stated that the French Government was the only 
on© which was making any dif&culty over the release of these pledges 
and that Great Britain, Italy, and Belgium had advised Germany 
that they would accept any formula which was satisfactory to 
France and Germany. The French and German Governments are 
now discussing a formula and the German Government hopes that 
when agreement has been reached upon this formula it may be 
followed as closely as possible in our agreement. For the moment, 
therefore, Ritter said that he would like to reserve the question of 
the exact wording of the form of release but that the German Gov- 
ernment wishes to inquire whether the United States would agree in 
principle to renounce its rights to sanctions and pledges under the 
treaties. In order to give me a more definite idea of just what they 
had in mind he handed me the following rough draft : 

‘‘The obligations of Germany under this agreement shall be of a 
purely commercial and financial character. With regard to these 
obligations the United States therefore renounces all sanctions, se- 
curities, pledges, charges and controls, to which she might have or 
might be entitled according to the treaty signed at Berlin, August 
25th, 1921; and according to the parts [terms?] of the Armistice con- 
vention signed November 11th, 1918; and of the treaty signed at Ver- 
sailles, June 28th, 1919, which are referred to in the said Treaty of 
Berlin. The United States agrees that the relations between the 
Reparation Commission and Germany will be terminated with the 
coming into force of this agreement insofar as the United States 
should participate in the Reparation Commission.” 

[Paraphrase.] I submit the following observations with regard to 
the foregoing: 

In general, the German proposal looks to two categories of re- 
lease: (a) As to application of sanctions; (6) as to special securi- 
ties for payments made by Germany. 

~ MaUoy, Treaties, 191(>-1923, vol. m, pp. 3331, 3424. 
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I assume that we should be willing to give up any right to sanc- 
tions as such; but I think that question of renunciation of our right to 
special pledges might be influenced by decision reached with regard 
to German request for revision of safeguard clause (see below, para- 
graph (5)). Paragraph 102 of Young Plan recommends release by 
creditor Governments of aU controls, etc., except those which are 
specifically referred to in part 8-A of plan. Should Germans insist 
on safeguard clause, then it is obvious that all our rights in the way 
of special pledges, under the treaties, should remain intact. If, on 
the other hand, they agree, as I think that eventually they may do, 
to give up idea of a safeguard clause and to make their payments 
to the United States in effect unconditional, then I think that we 
might consider releasing special pledges and regard basis of security 
for payment of the annuities as resting upon solemn undertaking of 
German Government. [End paraphrase.] 

(J) The so-called revision or safeguard clause. 

Kitter laid emphasis on obvious points such as the size of the total 
German annuity, danger to Germany’s economy involved in trans- 
ferring the annuity, and the fact the German Government had ac- 
cepted the Young Plan only because of the safeguards which it 
contained. After discussion, however, he agreed that the relatively 
small annuities to be paid to America did not in themselves consti- 
tute any threat to German economy so long as Germany retained the 
safeguard provisions of the experts’ report as concerns the bulk of 
the postponable payments. He then went on to point out the difficult 
situation which would arise for Germany at the final Hague Confer- 
ence if the other creditor Governments realized that Germany had 
voluntarily increased the amount of her unconditional payments in 
this special agreement with the United States. In this case Germany 
would probably be faced with a demand from the other creditors for 
an increase in the unconditional payments to them, and he felt that 
every effort should be made to avoid these difficulties being raised. 

[Paraphrase.] (I am inclined to feel that this is chief preoccu- 
pation of German Government with regard to this matter.) Bitter 
then put forward as his entirely personal suggestion the thought that 
if complete text of our agreement were not made known to the other 
powers before assembling of Hague Conference — that is to say, if 
the other powers did not realize that German Government was 
promising to make payments to the United States unconditional- 
then it might be possible to have inserted in final Hague protocol a 
clause simply to effect that other creditor powers raised no objection 
to direct payment by German Government to the United States 
without passing through the bank the payments which under the 
Young Plan are allocated to the United States. [End paraphrase.] 
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He said that Jaspar was plartning ta hold the final Hague Confer- 
ence during the first week in December and that if this was done he 1 
felt that we probably should not have completed our agreement by 
that time and that this would facilitate the presentation of the mat- 
ter at The Hague. The German Government, he added, regards it 
as essential that the special agreement should be recognized by the 
other powers at their final approval of the Yoxmg Plan. I* replied ’ 
that I felt the advisable thing for us to do was to complete oiir 
agreement as soon as possible and then to deal with the question of 
the other powers when that problem arose. I also said that I per- 
sonally did not feel that the United States should take any part 
in presenting the agreement at The Hague where we were not officially 
represented. As regards the attitude of the other powers, the 
United States has rights and priorities under the January 1925, 
agreement which would doubtless be taken into consideration in con- 
nection with the special American-German agreement. I repeated the 
opinion I had expressed on November 7th that I personally felt 
strongly that for obvious reasons any so-called revision or safeguard 
clause would be entirely unacceptable to the United States. In view 
of his insistence, however, I agreed to transmit to you his request 
for the inclusion of a clause which he drafted reading as follows : 

‘‘Should Germany declare that she has come to the concludon in 
good faith that Germany’s exchange and economic life may be seri- 
ously endangered by her payment under this agreement in connec- 
tion with her other international obligations resulting from the war, 
the two Governments shall enter into new negotiations.” 

[Paraphrase.] With reference to date of Hague Conference, I 
may add that from word I have received from Dohdon and Paris, 
it seems possible that British and French Governments may prefer to 
postpone meeting until German plebiscite on Young Plan is definitely 
over with. [End paraphrase.] 

I shall report in a subsequent telegram upon the numerous other 
points which Bitter has raised. [Wilson.] 

SCETORMAI^ 


462.00R294/693 : T^egram 

T?ie Ambassador in Germany {SchtirTncm) to the Secretary of State 

Bxklik, November 13, 1929 — 3 p. m. 

[Eeceived 8 : 10 p. m.] 

217. From Wilson. Beference last paragraph my telegram No. 215, 

November 12, 5 p. in. _ 

Following further points have been raised by Bitter: , ,, 

1. Paragrapli 1 (a) of the draft agreement. He inqiwes w^^thw 
it would be possible to maintain at 46,000,000 marks aimually the 
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amount allocated to mixed claims imtil these are paid, reducing proi* 
portionately in the first years the allocation to Army costs and in' 
Classing it in the later years. He points out that this would be of 
advantage German nationals whose property would be returned more 
quickly and to the American claimants who would receive payment 
earlier. He has made it clear he is not suggesting any reduction in 
the annuity but only a rearrangement of the allocation of the total 
share of the United States. 

2. Question has been raised as to the amount of the mixed 
awards. Since Germany is to agree to pay the exact amount of the 
awards with interest and since it is impossible at the present tima to 
fix the exact amount in view of the fact that the commission is still 
sitting, Kitter feels it necessary to ensure that the payments set out 
in the agreement shall not exceed the total of the awards when these 
are finally established. He therefore proposes that the following 
should be added after paragraph 1 (a) “these payments shall cease 
however before said date if and when the obligations incumbent upon 
the United States by whom the Settlement of War Claims Act of 
1928 shall have been fully satisfied. Bonds not yet matured at this 
time will be returned to Germany.” In this connection, the Foreign 
Office would appreciate full information as to the basis upon which, 
it has been calculated that 62 annuities of 40.8 millions will satisfy 
the estimated total of the awards remaining to be paid. Depart- 
ment’s telegram 64, September 14, 2 p. m., to Berlin stated that as of 
September 1st, 1929, the unliquidated balance on account of 
claims amounted approximately to [$]261, 300,000 interest included. 
Does this cover only awards actually entered or does it include an 
estimate as to future awards? 

3. Paragraph 8, draft agreement. Ritter suggests that after the 
word “interest” some such phrase should be inserted as “in case of 
postponement of payments under the provisions of paragraph 4 
hereinafter,” since no interest will be paid except in the event of post- 
poned payments. The same remark applies to paragraph 5 of 
the draft. 

4. Attention has been called to the fact that no provision is made 
in the draft for payment at the option of Germany in obligations of 
the United States as is the case in the other American debt agree- 
ments. Ritter argues that if we are to follow the precedent of the 
other agreements, then Germany should be given the advantages of 
such agreements and it is conceivable that at some time in the fu- 
ture the option of making payment in United States obligations may 
be of value. He requests that a provision to this effect be added to the 
agreement. 


”46 Stat 264. 
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5. It has also been pointed out that the draft makes no provision 
for payments before maturity as is the case in the other American 
agreements. Furthermore the Young Plan, in paragraph 154, pro- 
vides for the right to anticipate payments. Ritter therefore requests 
that a clause be included in this similar to that in our other 
agreements. 

6. Paragraph 7 of the draft. Ritter said he was struck by the 
fact that it was only Germany which was called upon to assume obli- 
gations under this paragraph. I pointed out that the clause was 
identical with that contained in our other agreements and that it is 
obviously only Germany which will be called upon to issue bonds 
in connection with which legal formalities must be fulfilled. Ritter 
said he appreciated this but that public opinion in Germany was 
very nervous and fearful of anything which might have the appear- 
ance of a new or unilateral obligation and that he must ask us to 
consider having the clause read throughout ‘^Germany and the 
United States.” In support of this he pointed out that by the agree- 
ment the United States would be undertaking certain obligations to 
Germany such as a reduction in the Army costs and a renunciation of 
sanctions and special privileges, see my telegram of yesterday, and 
that it could be held in Germany that it was equally necessary to be 
assured that the pertinent legal requirements in the United States 
had been completed. In this connection I should appreciate it if 
the Department would telegraph me the exact significance of this 
paragraph. Ritter seems to feel that it may have the effect of a 
‘‘ratification clause” in the sense that it indicates that the necessary 
prior approval has been given by the legislative bodies of both coun- 
tries and that the agreement becomes immediately effective upon 
signature without requiring further submission to the legislatures. 
Furthermore an interpretation of the article would be helpful in view 
of the question which the legal experts of the Foreign Office are 
examining as to whether the legal requirements mentioned in the 
paragraph must include the new laws to be voted under the Yoimg 
Plan concerning the Reichsbank, the railways and pledged revenues. 

[Paraphrase.] For my own information I should also appreciate 
Department’s views as to whether it desires that Reichstag should 
approve agreement before signature as Congress will do. I observe 
that in our agreements with France and Italy the phrase “subject, 
however, to ratification” does not appear in final paragraph. Cus- 
tomary procedure in Germany would be, signature first followed by 
ratification. 

7. Regarding that part of draft containing phrase “in two coun- 
terparts,” Ritter said he understood it to mean that each counterpart 
would comprise one text in German and one text in English so that 
both texts would possess equal validity. 
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8. Forms of bonds. The suggestion has been made that some 
phrase like ^in view of the provisions of the agreement dated 

between the United States and Germany’^ should 

be inserted to take place of the phrase ‘-for value received,” which 
hardly seems applicable to Germany. 

9. Should it be agreed that Germany have the option of paying 
in obligations of the United States (reference paragraph 4, above), 
appropriate reference thereto should also be included in the forms 
of bonds. 

Bitter has reserved various other points with regard to which 
he is consulting with German treasury, the Beichsbank, and his own 
expert legal assistants. Wilson. [End paraphrase.] 

SCBTUBMAN 


462,00X294/691 : Telegram 

The 8e<yretwry of Staie to the Ambassador in Germany {Schmrman) 

[Paraphrasel 

WASmNOTON, November 19, 1929 — 2 p. m. 

83. For Wilson. Your No. 216, November 12, 6 p. m, 

{a) The United States perceives no objection in principle to re- 
nunciation, ultimately, of its rights to sanctions and pledges in the 
event that this agreement and tlie Young Plan become effective, but 
it would prefer a formula which is consonant with the character of 
a financial agreement rather than that of a political treaty. For 
example, have included in the draft at the appropriate place the fol- 
lowing new paragraph : ^ 

‘^Security. The United States hei*eby agrees to accept the full 
faith and credit of Germany as the only security for the fulfilment 
of Germany’s obligations hereunder.” 

Reference may be made, in this connection, to the reseivatdon made 
by the Senate to the ratification of the Treaty of Berlin to effect that 
this Government shall neither be represented in nor shall participate 
in any body, agency, or commission in which the United States is 
authorized by that treaty to participate unless and until provisions 
for such representation or participation shall be made by act of 
Congress. Reference may also be made to the statement issued to the 
press, May 16, 1929, by the Secretary of State, as follows : 

‘‘This Government does not desire to have any American official, 
directly or indirectly, participate in the collection of German repara- 
tions. . . . Ever since the close of the war the American Govern- 
ment has consistently taken this position; it has never accepted 
membership on the il^paration Commission; it declined to join the 


’^Quotation not paraphrased. 
Printed in full on page 1070. 
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Allied Powers in the confiscation of the sequestered German property 
and the application of that property to its war claims.” 

It would seem from the foregoing that statement in this agreement 
of any renunciation of our relations to Keparation Commission 
would be meaningless. 

(6) This Government is unable to accept any so-called revision or 
safeguard clause. Regarding Ritter’s suggestion on procedure, the 
United States in compliance with expressed and obvious interest of 
German Government in expediting transition to Young annuities, 
desires to lay agreement before Congress as soon as this can be done 
in the regular session which opens on December 2, but not until the 
agreement has been brought to attention of the other creditor powers, 
either at Hague Conference or individually. This Government con- 
curs in suggestion that agreement be recognized, in some appropriate 
manner, by the other creditor powers. 

The Government of the United States does not share apprehensions 
of German Government that other creditors will demand increase in 
unconditional payments to them unless this Governinent accepts a 
clause either of revision or safeguard. Essential characteristics of 
unconditional annuities within meaning of Young Plan are that they 
are nonpostponable and noncommercializable. The annuities to be 
paid to this Government have neither of these characteristics. 

While the Young committee (acting under pressure of conditions 
which it is unnecessary to describe) and the first Hague Conference 
allocated annuities to the United States without regard to position 
of this Government under agreement of January 14, 1925, it is not 
believed that the powers signatory to the agreement of January 14, by 
which the priority of American Army costs over reparations was rec- 
ognized, either can or will argue that special terms, which are con- 
sistent with the Young Plan and which are less rather than more 
favorable to the United States, negotiated between this Government 
and the Government of Germany and accepted by the United States in 
order to avoid the raising of questions which might obstruct entire 
program of relief to Germany through putting Young Plan into force, 
afford excuse to ask for further concessions to them in excess of those 
which the Young committee recommends. The discussions in the first 
Hague Conference turned on the Spa percentages,'^® which have always 
been subject to the priority of Army Costs and which remain subject to 
the priority of United States Army Costs arrears. This Govern- 
ment’s rights in this respect have been fully reserved. 

“The second session of the Conference conyened at The Hague on January 
3 1930 

’ " Agreement between the Allies, signed at Spa, July 16, 1920, Foreign Be- 
lationa, 1920, vol. n, p. 406. 
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With regard to the mixed claims awards, the Uxiited States has 
been receiving payments, under the agreement of January 14, 1925, 
on a parity with the reparation payments to the other powers in 
the amount of 2% percent of the payments by Germany which are 
available for distribution as reparations. The recommendations of 
the Young committee allocated these awards to an inferior position 
in relation to the unconditional annuities in which no participation 
has been allocated to this Government, although it has not in any way 
waived its rights in this respect. In addressing the Government of 
the Beich, it is not necessary to argue with regard to the respective 
equities of the mixed claims awards and the reparations payable to 
other creditor powers. Irrespective of fact that German nationals, 
under the Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928, are participating in 
the payment of these awards, the claims of this Government were 
subjected to rigorous examination and determination by a judicial 
commission which was set up by an agreement with Germany and in 
which the German Government had equal representation; and the 
United States is returning to German nationals the property on 
which these awards, by treaty, were secured, while the reparation 
claims of other creditor powers were determined unilaterally and 
were collected under the economic clauses of the treaty through estab- 
lishment of clearing offices and confiscation of German property; 
certain ones, it is understood, not returning to the German Govern- 
ment even the balances which remained after their own claims had 
been satisfied. 

This Government will have to obtain the authorization of Congress 
l»efore it can release its rights under the agreement of January 14, 
1925, and the utmost that can reasonably be asked of Congress to 
sanction is a promise on faith and credit of Germany similar to the 
undertakings of otlier debtor’s of the Governrn(>nt of the United States, 
with respect to all of which this Government, while granting liberal 
postponement terms at option of the debtor, has refused to grant 
any so-called safeguard clause. Draft agreement which has been 
submitted to Gei’many contemplates acceptance of Young annuities 
in full discharge of Gez’many’s obligations to the United States under 
the treaty. 

This acceptance on our part means a sacrifice of (a) the priority 
which this Government now enjoys applicable to very considerable 
portion of its claims; (&) substantial reduction of principal which 
is owed on account of arrears of Ai-my costs; (c) material postpone- 
ment of the payments on the Army Costs account and the mixed 
claims account; (d) permitting postponement of both the mixed 
claims and the Ai-my costs accounte, while other creditor powers are 
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to receive large unconditional and nonpostponable pa 3 anents. It is 
unthinkable that this Government should he asked to make any 
further concessions. The President would be unable consistently to 
recommend them to Congress, and even if he did there is no reason 
to believe that Congress would authorize them. In disregarding 
priority enjoyed by United States and allowing us not one cent of 
unconditional payments over which they themselves wrangled so 
bitterly, the other creditor powers are hardly in position to assert 
that proposed agreement constitutes preferential treatment to us. 

If the United States is to collaborate ejlectively with Europe in ob- 
taining advantages contemplated by Young committee, this Govern- 
ment must be free to present matter to Congress in manner which 
is consistent with our special position, while minimizing the grounds 
for objection which are indicated above, and at same time providing 
utmost safeguard to American interests concerned. 

This Government’s effort is to collaborate to furthest extent in 
promoting success of Young Plan, benefits of which will be felt chiefly 
in Europe. The difficulties in our efforts to collaborate arise from 
the elements prejudicial to the United States which have already been 
recommended by Young committee in response to exigent demands 
of the European creditor governments. 

It is not believed that any government which seriously desires suc- 
cess of Young Plan will place any further obstacles in way of Ameri- 
can collaboration or that any responsible official who is acquainted 
with the facts could do so without displaying an animus that would 
clearly fix responsibilty for the consequences. 

The Department will discuss matter informally with the repre- 
sentatives here of the interested powers. 

Stimsok 


462.00R294/693 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Oerma/ny {Schwrman) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, ITovember 19, 1929 — 3 p.m. 

84. For Wilson. Your No. 217, November 13, 3 p.m. 

1. The Government of the United States cannot consider realloca- 
tion of annuities as between Army costs and mixed claims. You 
will recall that when questions of paying the Mixed Claims Com- 
mission awards and the return of German property were submitted 
to the Congress in 1926, the Treasury, with a view to f acilitatmg 
payments to American claimants, recommended that the receipts on 
accoimt of the Army costs be applied in the liquidation of the mixed 
claims. Congress took position, in rejecting the Treasury s recom- 
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mendation, that pa 3 rments on account of Army costs had prior status, 
and that funds due this Government could not be used to pay private 
claims against Germany; consequently, Congress refused to approve 
recommendation, but enacted instead the Settlement of War Claims 
Act of 1928. It is our understanding that the 40,800,000 reichsmarks 
stipulated in the Young Plan is based on our rights under the Paris 
agreement of January 14, 1925, that is, 2% percent of the average 
annuity available for reparations. 

2. With reference to the figure of $251^00,000 -which was furnished 
you in our telegram No. 64, September 14, 2 p.m., as representing the 
amount of the mixed claims, it was, of course, only an estimate, and 
is believed -to be a very conservative one ; it included an estimate by 
the representatives of the Mixed Claims Commission of the awards 
which are yet to be entered. Because of complications of Settlement 
of War Claims Act of 1928 it is not practicable to furnish details by 
cable. Bequest of the German Government for detailed information 
may be satisfied by following revision of that Government’s estimated 
liability on account of the awards : ” 

1. Principal of awards certified 
to Treasury for pay- 
ment 

Interest up to August 81, 

1929 


2. Estimated principal amount 
of awards yet to be en- 
tered and certified . - . 

Estimated interest up to Au- 
gust 31, 1929 


8. Awards to United States 

Government 

Interest up to August 31, 
1929 


Eeeeived from Germany up 
to August 31, 1929 . . . 

Earnings and profits on in- 
vestments 

33, 981, 164. 73 
266, 656, 713. 39 


$113,295,478.68 

69.407.605.03 

$172,708,083.71 

82, 000, 000. 00 
21, 000, 000. 00 

63, 000,000.00 

42, 034, 794. 41 
22, 900, 000. 00 

64,934,794.41 
290, 637, 878. 12 

31. 831. 472. 03 
2, 149, 692. 70 


“ Tabxilax statement not parapbrased. 
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Acceding to request of the German Government for an addition to 
paragraph on “Amounts to be paid’* of draft agreement, we suggest 
that following sentence be added at end paragraph : 

“The obligations of Germany hereinabove set forth in this para- 
graph shall cease as soon as all of the payments contemplated by the 
Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928 have been completed and the 
bonds not then matured evidencing such obligations shall be canceled 
and returned to Germany.” 

3. Although change does not seem to be necessary, considering that 
agreement carries express provision that the bonds are not to bear in- 
terest unless payment thereof is postponed pursuant to paragraph 4 
of the agreement, you are authorized to acquiesce, if necessary, to 
having inserted after the word “interest” in paragraphs 3 and 5 of 
draft agreement the words “if any.” 

4. War debt precedents by which debtors are permitted to make 
payment in obligations of the United States were made originally 
with reference to obligations intimately identified with Liberty bonds 
of the United States, which, in part, were issued for express pur- 
pose of satisfying credits established in favor of certain foreign gov- 
ernments.*^® The Liberty Bond Acts in fact require that payments 
which are received on accounts of the principal of cash advances must 
be used for retirement of outstanding bonds of the United States. 
These reasons are inapplicable to German payments, and it is be- 
lieved that the Congress would raise objection to a provision of this 
kind respecting Army costs, while not under any circumstances could 
payments made in obligations of the United States be used in execu- 
tion of the Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928. As the Govern- 
ment of the United States is acting, moreover, in a fiduciary capacity 
for its own citizens in receiving the German payments on account of 
mixed claims, it could not accept, therefore, its own obligations in 
payment of the German Government’s obligations on this account. 

6. Acquiescing in the German Government’s request that agreement 
contain provision for advance payments, following paragraph may be 
appropriately inserted in the draft agreement : 

“Payments before maturity. Upon not less than ninety days’ ad*- 
vance notice in writing to the United States and the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, Germany may, on 
March 31 or September 30 of any year, make advance payments on 
account of any oonds issued under this agreement and held by the 

Quotation not paraphrased. 

” See Comlined Annual Reports of the World War Foreign Debt Commission 
. . . Fiscal Tears 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, and 1926 (Exhibit 114) : “Excerpts from 
the first Liberty Bond Act and the Act of July 9, 1918, and Acts of February 25, 
1919, and March 30, 1920, which contain authority for acquiring obligations of 
foreign governments.” 
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United States. Any such advance paynments shall be applied to the 
principal of such bonds as may be indicated by Germany at the time 
of the payment.’’ 

6. Paragraph of draft agreement entitled ^‘Compliance with legal 
requirements” was drawn up with view to having all legal require- 
ments, of whatever nature, completed before execution of agreement. 
While it is unusual for creditor to be included in such requirements 
of debt agreements, the Government of the United States has no 
objection to suggestions made by Government of Gennany that the 
clau^ should be made to read throughout “Germany and the United 
States,” The German Government must determine whether, under 
its constitution and laws, the Keichstag must ratify the agreement. 
If it must be ratified by the Reichstag, then this paragraph contem- 
plates that such ratification shall have been completed before execu- 
tion of the agreement. Under special authority from Congress, 
the World War Foreign I>ebt Commission executed French and 
Italian debt agreements before their approval either by Congress 
or by the respective foreign governments,"'® Consequently it was 
necessary to insert phrase “subject to ratification,” But as there is no 
authority to execute this agreement on behalf of this Government 
and as in granting such authority the Congress will be approving 
agreement before its execution, this Government must satisfy itself 
that all legal requirements have been fulfilled by the Government of 
the Reich as well as by the United States at time agreement is exe- 
cuted. 

7. The United States acquiesces in Gterman suggestion relative to 
paragraph entitled “Counterparts,” and suggests that it read as fol- 
lows: 

“Counterparts- This agreement shall be executed in two counter- 
parts, each of which shall be in the English and German languages, 
both texts having equal force, and each counterpart having the 
force and effect of an original.” 

8. Department does not understand why Germany should have 
any objection to use in bonds of the standard consideration phrase 
“for value received”. Should German Government insist, you are 
hereby authorized to substitute following for that phrase : 

“In consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants con- 
tained in an agreement dated between it and the 

United States of America,” 


SnMsoisr 


” Cornbined Annual Reports of the World War Foreign Debt Commission . . . 
pp- 256 and 221, respectively. 

’•Quotation not paraphrased. 
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462.00B294/702 

Memorwndvm hy the Assistam/t Secretary of State {Oaetle) 

[Washiitgton,] November 19, 1929, 
I asked the representatives from the four embassies to come to 
my office because I wanted to discuss with them the question of the 
arrangement being made between this Government and the German 
Government. Naturally I sent for them at separate times, since 
obviously they could not be approached in exactly the same way. 
In general, however, I gave them aU an outline of what we were 
discussing with Germany, the reason why it was necessary to have 
a separate agreement and the reasons for the slight variations be- 
tween our projected agreement and the provisions of the Young Plan. 
All four expressed themselves as grateful for the information. All 
four said that, so far as they were personally concerned, it did not 
seem to them possible that their Government could object to the 
separate agreement in itself or to any of the details of that agreement 
as I had explained them. I pointed out very clearly that, if there 
should be any desire to upset our agreement because we did not put 
in it a “security clause” for possible future revision of figures, that 
we might well be compelled to stand on our rights and insist that 
our payments be made unconditional, as had been first suggested. 
This would, as they well knew, pretty well destroy the Young Plan. 

W[iijliam] R. C[astijb] 


462.00R294/710 ; Telegram 

The A.mbassador in Germany {Sohttmum) to the Secretary of Staie 

Bebejn’, November 29, 1929 — -5 p. m. 

[Eeceived 9 : 27 p. m.] 

241. From Wilson. 

The Grerman Foreign Office has sent me in confidence copies of 
notes which it has just received from the Belgian, British, Frendi 
and Italian Governments concerning our agreement. These notes so 
far as regards the substantive part are practically identical. 

The following is the text of the British note, dated November 20th, 
addressed to Jaspar by Snowden.®’^ 

“I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th 
ultimo, in which you are good enough to inform me of a verbal com- 
munication made to you by the German Minister at Brussels, relative 
to the method of payment of the United States share in the annuities 
fixed by the Young Plan. 


“Belgian, Britlsli, French, and Italian. 

" Philip Snowden, British. Ohancelor of the Exchequer. 
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While His Majesty’s Government had hoped that all the countries 
concerned would have agreed to receive their share in the annuities 
through the agency of the Bank for International Settlements, as 
was contemplated in the Young Pian^ they nevertheless, for their 
part, acquiesce in the proposal. In doing so His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment of course assume that the German payments to the United 
States will be governed by the same conditions as the payments to 
the bank for account of the other creditor Governments, so that there 
should at no time be any discrimination as regards either payment 
or transfer between the share of the United States and those of the 
other creditor Governments, and that this principle will find its 
place in aiw document entered into between the two countries. 
Should the German Government accord to the United States condi- 
tions more favorable than those affecting the remainder of the annui- 
ties, the other creditor Governments would naturally reserve the right 
to r^uire the same privileges to be extended to them. 

His Majesty’s Government consider that the German Government 
should be so informed and requested to take account of the views 
expressed in the terms of any agreement it may negotiate with the 
United States* They shoula further be requested to transmit the 
text of the agreement, when concluded, to the other creditor Govern- 
ments so that they may consider the framing of an appropriate 
convention to enable effect to be given thereto.” 

I shall see the Germans tomorrow and get their reaction to the 
above. [Wilson.] 

ScBnOTRaiAN 


462.00E294/n4 : Telegram 

The AmbaeBodor in Germany {Sohurman') to the Secretary of State 

Bhklin, December 2, 1929 — B p. m. 

[Received 5 : 25 p. m.] 

247. From Wilson. 

1. German Government agrees to waive the safeguard clause pro- 
vided it is understood that in the event the other powers should raise 
objections at The Hague to our aide-'memoire^ making it impossible 
for Germany to put the agreement in force without changing the 
Young Plan, then Germany would reserve the right to reopen nego- 
tiations with us. The German Government desires that this under- 
standing be recorded in a strictly confidential minute of our meetings 
(not to be communicated to the other powers) in the sense of the 
following : 

^‘The German Government reserves the right to enter into new 
negotiations with the Government of the United States in case that 
the inviting creditor powers or one of several of them, alleging that 
the conditions accorded to the United States were more favorable than 
those affecting the remainder of the annuities, should make their 
definite approval of the experts’ plan dependent on the condition that 
the German Government should consent to a corresponding change 
of the regulations of the plan.” 
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I might add that the Germans now express the opinion after read- 
ing the notes of the four powers, see my 241, November 29, 6 [5] p. m., 
that when the latter have cognizance of the terms of our agreement 
they will probably not raise objections. However, the German 
Government feels it necessary to put on record a statement such as 
the foregoing in order to protect themselves in the eventuality of un- 
expected opposition from the other creditors. 

2. As a counterpart to the waiver of the safeguard clause, the Ger- 
mans request the following draft for the new paragraph numbered 
4 of the agreement which is an amplification of the Department’s 
proposal in its 83, November 19, 2 p. m., paragraph (a) and which 
would satisfy the Germans as to the renunciation on our part of not 
only financial pledges but also the right to employ sanctions: 

“Security. The United States hereby agrees to accept the full faith 
and credit of Germany as the only security and guaranty for the ful- 
fillment of Germany’s obligations so that in this respect Germany 
will be in the same position as other powers under their existing 
World War debt funding agreements with the United States.” 

Germany would accept the foregoing without waiting for the 
conclusion of negotiations with the French on the same point (see 
paragraph (a) my 215, November 12, 5 p. m.). However if a formula 
such as the above clearly implying the renunciation of sanctions is 
not acceptable to the United States, then Germany would have to 
reserve this point until the French negotiations are concluded in order 
not to prejudice her position. As of possible interest, it appears that 
the French are willing to agree that there can be no question of 
sanctions so long as the Young Plan continues in effect but that in 
the event of a break-down of the plan then all rights under the Treaty 
of Versailles come into force again. The Germans contest this and 
claim that with the entrance into force of the Young Plan all sanc- 
tions definitely disappear. Probably a vague compromise will even- 
tually be reached susceptible of interpretation in opposing senses in 
order to satisfy public opinion in both countries. [Paraphrase.] 
If Department prefers, there is possibility I think that German 
Government might agree that the above-suggested paragraph should 
end with word “obligations,” and that remainder should be embodied 
in a minute of our meeting as interpretation of paragraph in question 
with understanding that it could be made public. [End paraphrase.] 

3. The German Government asks that in the new paragraph 6, 
payments before maturity (see paragraph 5, Department’s 84, No- 
vember 19, 3 p. m.) provision be made granting Germany 5% percent 
discoimt on advance payments. I have expressed my personal opin- 
ion that it would be impossible for us to agree to this and have pointed 
out the obvious diflS.culties it would raise in connection with rati- 
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fication by Ckmgress. [Paraphrase.] The Germans have asked me 
however, to submit their request to Department, although it is my 
impression that they are not attaching great importance to it, but 
that they want to be in position to state that they have done every- 
thing possible in the matter. [End paraphrase.] 

Their argument is that under paragraph 164 of the Yotmg Plan 
Germany has the right to redeem any part of the not yet mobilized 
aionuities at 5% percent and that Germany should not be treated less 
liberally in this respect by the United States, than by the other 
creditors. They interpret paragraph 154 as covering the non- 
mobilizable portion of the annuities as well as the mobilizable. Per- 
sonally, I should question this interpretation, although, as a prac- 
tical matter, the creditor Governments would doubtless be delighted 
to have the conditional annuities redeemed on a 5% percent basis. 

4. We are now in complete agreement on all points, except the 
three mentioned herein above, although I have still reserved a final 
reply as to paragraph 3, method of payment, see Department’s 87, 
November 22, 7 p. m.** [Wilson.] 

SCEDOKMAir 


462.00E204/714 : Xelesrain 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador m Germany {Sohunrum) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, December 8, 1929 — ^11 p. m. 

103. For Wilson. Your No. 247, December 2, 3 p. m. 

(1) Since this Goveniinent’s refusal of safeguard clause is final 
and decisive, and is independent of attitude which may be taken by 
other creditor powers, this Government considers the strictly confi- 
dential understanding which Germany has suggested to be uimeces- 
sary and undesirable. Proposals of this Government contemplate 
that the other creditor powers shall make known their acquiescence 
in terms of proposed agreement between the German Government 
and the Government of the United States before Congress is re- 
quested to authorize the Secretory of the Treasury, with the Presi- 
dent’s approval, to execute the agreement. The proposed agreement, 
furthermore, will not be executed until all acts necessary to bring 
Young Plan into operation have been fully completed. 

(2) In reconsidering new paragraph number 4 of draft agree- 
ment, it appears to Department that this paragraph might be con- 
strued in CJongress as conflicting with authority of the latter as 
expressed in Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928. To obviate any 


Not printed. 
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possible misunderstanding. Department desires to add a proviso, 
whicli will make the paragraph read as follows : 

‘^Security. The United States hereby agrees to accept the full faith 
and credit of Germany as the only security and guaranty for the 
fulfillment of Germany’s obligations hereunder; provided, however, 
nothing contained herein shall be construed as requiring the United 
States to release any German property which it now holds other 
than as heretofore or hereafter authorized by the Congress of the 
United States”. 

The part of the security provision as suggested by the Germans fol- 
lowing the word ‘‘obligations” is void of meaning in view of fact 
the security provisions in the existing World War debt-funding 
agreements between the United States and debtor countries are not 
uniform. 

Department does not perceive that text it proposes differs from 
that proposed by the Germans with respect to “clearly implying the 
renunciation of sanctions,” the matter to which they attach 
importance. 

(3) The Government of the United States is imable to accede to 
Germany’s request for 6% percent discount on advance payments. 
Respecting the mixed claims payments, through the joint operation 
of present text on payments before maturity and last sentence of 
paragraph 1 (a) of draft agreement, Germany receives, in effect, 
5 percent discount on all advance payments on account of mixed 
claims, for reason that immediate application of an advanced pay- 
ment to claims outstanding would shut off 5 percent interest which 
they carry. A rate of discount on advance payments greater than 
that borne by awards would cause deficiency in amount necessary 
to make payment in full of the awards with interest to date of 

payment. ^ u 

As regards Army costs arrears, it is beheved that Congress would 

not consider granting any discount on advance payments. 

The Government of the United States will not consent, therefore, 
to insertion of new paragraph for any discount provision in advance 
payments in the draft agreement. 

^ ^ S-hmsok 


462 . 00 R 294 /T 38 : Megram 

The Searetoery of State to the Ambassador m Oenrumy (Sehurman) 

TV^ashington, December 28, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
117 The Associated Press having received a report from Berlm that 
the German Government had announced the concludon of an agree- 


“ Quotation not paraphraaed. 
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ment with the United States, the following statement by the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury was issued for release in the morning 
papers Sunday, December 29 : “ 

“The State Department and the Treasuj^ Department have for 
some weeks past conducted conversations with the German Govern- 
ment with a view to drafting a proposed agreement covering pay- 
ments by Germany to the United States on account of Army Costs 
and Mixed Claims in the annual amounts recommended by the Young 
Committee of Experts. The two Governments are in accord as to 
the form and terms of such an agreement, but it cannot be definitely 
concluded until the Executive Branch of the Government has been 
so authorized by the Congress. The purpose of the negotiations was 
to enable the Executive Branch of the Government to submit to 
the Congress in definite form an agreement acceptable to the Ger- 
man Goveriunent so that the Congress before granting the necessary 
authority would have before it the form of the agreement.®" 

The schedule of payments conforms to the annuities proposed by 
the Young Committee for the United States. From each of the 
annuities to be received, 4(^800,000 reichmarks are to be allocated to 
the satisfaction of Mixed Claims and the balance to the satisfaction 
of our Government’s claims on account of Army Costs. This is 
substantially in accord with the program outlined at the White 
House conference of May 19, 1929, which was attended by a number 
of the leaders of both Houses of Congress. 

The form of the agreement and the provisions m respect of post- 
ponement, generally speaking, follow the agreemei^s heretofore 
negotiated for the settlement of the debts owed the United States 
by foreign governments. The execution of this agreement is con- 
tmgent, of course, upon the Young Plan coming into effect. In the 
meanwliile the United States retains all of its existing rights.” 

Mail copy to Wilson. 

SUMSON 


EECIPROCAL TEUEATMENT TO BE ACCORDED BY THE UNTTED STATES 
AND GERMANY TO CONSULAR STAFFS IN THE PAYMENT OP IM- 
PORT DUTIES AND OTHER TAXES 

662.11241/18 : Telegram 

TAe Amiassadcr in Germany {JSohurman) to the Secretary of State 

Berlik, April 9, 1926 — noon, 
[Received April 9—10 : 35 a. m.] 

72. Hamburg customs authorities have informed Consulate that, 
under a new ruling, goods cannot be admitted duty free for consuls 
already in the country and that duty must be paid on goods previ- 
ously so admitted including automobiles. Foreign Office informs Em- 


See Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury . . . lOSO, p. 834. 

* The text of the agreement, subsequently signed on June 23, 1980, pur^ant 
to act of Congress, June 5, 1930 (46 Stat. 600), is printed in Amvaal R^o^ of 
the Secretary of the Treasury . . • 1930, p, 841, and in lieague of Nations 
Treaty Series, toL ovi, p. 121. 
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bassy that German Government is ready ’ to accept on a basis of 
reciprocity whatever interpretation the American Government cares 
to put on article 27 of recent treaty and that it cabled the German 
Ambassador to take question up with the Department but has not 
yet had an answer. 

ScnUBlCAIT 


662.11241/18 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the A.mbcissador in Germany {ScJuurrrum) 

WAsmNGTOK, April 12, 1926 — 3 p. m. 

25. Xour 72, April 9. Under Article 27 of recent treaty this Gov- 
ernment accords German career consular oiHBlcers assigned United 
States privilege importing effects and merchandise free of duty at 
any time. November 10, 1925, German Embassy asked free entry 
TTiflil package for Consul Eiiders, attached Embassy, citing Article 27 
as ground for request. This and all subsequent similar requests 
granted. Insist on full reciprocity for American Consular Officers 
assigned Germany. 

^ KsunoGO 


662.11241/42 

The Ambassador in Germany {Schmman) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4504 Beklik, April 29, 1929. 

[Received May 11.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s cablegram No. 25 
of 3 p. m. April 12, 1926, and my despatch of June 3 of that year 
relative to customs privileges for consular officers under Article 27 
of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights of 
December 8, 1923. 

During the past months consular officers in Germany have been com- 
plaining that the privileges apparently granted to them by the rights 
of the Treaty have been denied by the application of internal revenue 
taxation. This matter I personally took up with Dr. von Schubert, 
leaving with him an Aide Memoire which is transmitted as enclosure 
No 1 of this despatch. The reply of the Foreign Office is ^closed 
as No 2. It is to be noted that the attitude of the German Govern- 
ment is that the position of the minor officials of their considar service 
in the United States has never been clarified and that their mter- 
pretation apparently is that such officials {mUtlerer Kor^uUrdT^t) 
should be considered on a basis identical with that of ^nsular officers 
of career. From the Note VerbaZe of the Foreign Office it would 

••Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights* signed Hecember B, 

•* tatter not printed. 
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appear that this matter is already in course of negotiation between 
the German Embassy at Washington and the Department in order 
to arrive at a definite premise which would place categorically consular 
officers and employees upon a reciprocal basis. 

The attitude of the German Government relative to the internal 
revenue tax being assessed upon consular officers of career emanates 
from a decree of the Keichsrat of December 7, 1928, (No. II a 16483), 
This decree was unknown to consular officers until tlxeir requests for 
free entry were refused pending the payment of the internal revenue 
tax. The consuls certainly should have been apprised of the decree 
and by adopting this arbitrary attitude the German Government 
caused a considerable amount of ill feeling inasmuch as under the 
terms of the Treaty the American Consular Corps had every right 
to feel that free entry was a privilege that was accorded them. The 
Embassy is informed that the above-mentioned decree has not been 
published and a copy cannot be obtained. 

The attitude of the Department of State in claiming that neither by 
Article 27 nor Article 19 of the Treaty a claim could be based for 
the exemption of consular officers from the traffic and consump- 
tion taxes unless such exemption was placed on the basis of 
a most-favored-nation clause such as appears in the Spanish- 
American Treaty of Friendship of July 3, 1902,®® is not compatible 
with the regulations which the German Reich has adopted concern- 
ing the position or capacity of the minor officials employed in their 
consulates- Furthermore, it is pointed out in the Note Verbale that 
the German Government apparently desires to declare its position 
to the Department of State through its Embassy at Washington within 
a short period of time. 

Consular officers in Germany have Ixeen informed that the question 
of their exemption from internal revenue taxes (irmere Abgahen) is 
under discussion and that for the time being it is not advisable for 
them to import such articles as are taxable under the law. 

In order to upset the decree of the Reichsrat it would be necessary 
for that body to pass a new decree which would have to receive 
general support and a member of the Embassy was confidentially in- 
formed at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that there was little 
likelihood of this occurring. The relationship of this matter to the 
interpretation of the automotive tax and sick insurance law, as trans- 
mitted by despatches in this pouch should be duly noted. 

In view of the above and as the Embassy has no knowledge of 
the negotiations pending in Washington to arrive at an agreement, I 
respectfully request that I be instructed in the premises. 

I have [etc.] Jacob Goxwd Sohtdrman 

•• Foreign Relational 1903, p. 721, 
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[Enclosure 1] 

The American Amhassador {Schurman) to the German Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs {Von Sohuiert) 

AlDE-MEaiOIRE 

The American Ambassador informed Dr. von Schubert that from 
information he had received from American consular ofl5.cers in 
Germany, a decree had been passed by the Eeichsfinanzministerium 
on December 7, 1928, which made it necessary for American consuls 
to pay duty upon articles imported by them in so far as they were 
and are subject to ‘‘innere Abgaben.” 

Inasmuch as this regulation apparently is contrary to the terms 
of the Treaty of December 8, 1923, the Ambassador felt it neces- 
sary to refer to the decree and requested that through the good offices 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs steps be taken in order that the 
privileges accorded by the said treaty be granted to American con- 
sular officers. 

Berlin-, February 1, 1929. 

[Enclosure 2 — ^Translation] 

The German Foreign Ofice to the American Embassy 


V 526 


Note Vebbale 


A-dverting to its Note VerhcJe of November 7, 1928, V M 5540— 
regarding the exemption of Mr. L<ester Li. Schnare, American Con- 
sul at Breslau, from tlie internal revenue tax levied on cigarettes, 
(Verbrauchssteuer oaf Zigaretten)^ as well as with reference to the 
aUe memoire of February 1, 1929, regarding exemption of .American 
Consuls from “innere Abgaben”, presented on that day by His .^x- 
cellency the Ambassador of the United States of America, the Foreign 
Office has the honor to inform the Embassy of the Umted States oi 

America as follows : , . ^ x- 

Negotiations have been carried on in Washington for some time, 
between the German Embassy and the Ameri^n Department of State 
relative to the interpretation of Article XXVH of the Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce and Consular Service between the toan 
Reich and the United States of America of December 8, 1923. to 
the course of these negotiations the question was f 
others, as to whether and to what extent the Consular 
parties are to be exempted also from the “innere Abgaben (taxes on 
production, manufacture, consumption and sale) levied 
toms duty. (cf. note of the Assistant Secretary of State to the Ambas- 

“ See iwa., 1928, rol. ii, pp. 929 ft. 

323423 — 43 — ^vol. U 79 
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sador of May 81, 1^6 — ^VM 3072 — ).“ Germany assumed at the be- 
ginning that, according to the organization of the German Consular 
Service, the uncommissioned consular officials {KonsiHarhemnte de» 
mittleren Diemtea) ^ (chancellors, secretaries, cashiers, file clerks) and 
higher employees, as for instance commercial experts, were to be 
counted as consular officers and would thus, if occasion should arise, 
enjoy exemption from the taxes in question. In the further course 
of the negotiations the American government then assumed the stand- 
point that 

a.) consular officei-s are to be understood as including only Consuls- 
General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Interpretei-s, Student-Interpreters, 
and Consular Agents, and 

5.) that neither on Article XXVII nor on Article XIX of the treaty 
a claim could be based for the exemption of consular officers from 
the traffic and consumption taxes, but that the German consular offi- 
cers in America could be granted such exemption on the basis of the 
most-favored-nation clause in Article XVII of the treaty in connec- 
tion with Article XV of the Spanish- American Treaty of Friendship 
of July 8, 1902, provided the German Eeich granted the American 
consular officers equal rights. 

The American interpretation of the term “coiusular officers” in Arti- 
cle XXVII of the German- American Treaty is at present being exam- 
ined again by Germany, as it does not take into account the position 
and work of the officials of the German middle consular service (rnit- 
tlere Konsulardlenst) . The German Government reserves the right 
of shortly presenting its objections in this matter or of declaring its 
agreement to the American Government through the Germazi Embassy 
in Washington. 

The German Government agrees with the American Government 
that exemption of consular officei-s from “iTinere Abgaben” can not be 
deduced from the mere wording of the German-American Treaty of 
Friendship etc. The German Government, however, for reasons of 
organization, is not in a position to adopt the method sugge.sted by 
the American Government for the exemption of consular officers from 
the “Abgaben” in question. It reserves the right, howevei', to revise 
its point of view, in case the American Government should later ar- 
rive at another, broader, interpretation of the term “consular of- 
ficers”. • The German Embas.sy in Washington has been instructed to 
infoi'm the American Government in this matter. 

The exemption from the cigarette tax applied for by Consul 
Schnare could unfortunately not be granted under the circumstances. 

Beioun, April 11, 1929. 


“ Not printed. 
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662.11241/47 

The Ambassador in Germany {Schurmm) to the Secretary of State 

No. 5142 Beriht, December 9, 1929. 

[Received December 27.] 

SiE : In continuation of my despatch No. 4504, dated April 29, 1929, 
I have the honor to enclose for the Department’s information copy 
in translation of a decree “ granting exemption for the payment of 
customs duties and internal taxes to foreign consular officers stationed 
in Germany, provided reciprocity is granted by the appointing 
State, transmitted to the Embassy by the German Foreign Office. 

With reference to the Department’s telegraphic instruction No. 
25, dated April 12, S p. m., 1926, authorizing the Embassy to insist 
on full reciprocity for American consular officers assigned to Ger- 
many in importing effects and merchandise free of duty at any time, 
the Embassy has the honor to request the Department’s authorization 
to inform the Foreign Office that the reciprocity is granted to Ger- 
man consular officers in the United States and that the authorization 
be sent by cablegram in order to assist American consular officers 
in Germany in receiving their Christmas packages. 

I have [etc.] J-^coP Schdbmak 


662.11241/48 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Germany {SoMrman) 

Washington, December 31, 1929 — 6 p. m. 
118. Your 293, December 31, 9 a. m.®® German consular officers 
and clerks in United States enjoy privilege of free importation on 
basis of reciprocity. You are granted authorizatmn to mf orm For- 
eign Office in this sense, as requested in your despatch No. 5142, 
December 9, 1929. 


Not printed. 
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Abyssinia. See Ethiopia. 

Afghanistan, U, S. .invitation to partici- 
pate in representations to China 
and the Soviet Union for peaceful 
settlement of Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way conflict, 371?i, 407-408 

Agreements. See Treaties, conventions, 
etc. 

Air mail service from Panama to Chile, 
initiation by Pan American Air- 
ways, 880, 884 

Albania, question of representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese Eastr 
ern Railway conflict, 390, 421, 434^ 
435 

American Battle Monuments Commis- 
sion. See Belgium: Memorials. 

Andrews, Roy Chapman, difiiculties 
with the Chinese Government in 
connection with Central Asiatic 
Expedition in Mongolia, 841-853 

Arbitration. See Canada: Pm Alone 
case; Cuba: Arbitration of the claim 
of Charles J. Harrah; and Arbitra- 
tion and conciliation treaties under 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Egypt, Estonia, 
Ethiopia, Latvia. 

Arms and munitions. See under China. 

Austria: Disinclination to participate in 
representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Railway 
conflict, 401-402, 418-419; U. S. 
representations against existing or 
contemplated regulations restrict- 
ing importation of American films, 
1006-1007 

Aviation (see also under China and Co- 
lombia) : Air mail service from Pan- 
ama to Chile, initiation by Pan 
American Airways, 880, 884; U. S.- 
Canadian arrangement concerning 
admission of civil aircraft, issuance 
of pilots’ licenses, and acceptance of 
certificates of airworthiness for air- 
craft imported as merchandise, 111- 
114 

Belgium, 1-14, 182, 398-399 

Agreement with China for rendition 
of Belgian concession at Tientsin, 
conclusion of, 173, 182 
Arbitration and conciliation treaties 
with the United States, 1-11 
Negotiations, 1-7 


Belgium-r-Continued. 

Arbitration, etc. — Continued. 

Texts signed Mar. BO: Arbitration, 
7-9; conciliation, 9-11 
Attitude toward U. S. representations 
to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 398- 
399 

Memorials in Belgium, U. S.-Belgian 
agreement for erection by Amer- 
ican Battle Monuments Commis^ 
sion, text signed Oct. 4) 12-14 
Bolivia: Chaco dispute with Paraguay, 
15; representations to the United 
States concerning U. S. good of- 
fices in settlement of Tacha-Arica 
dispute between Chile and Peru, 
122 

Boimdary dispute between Bolivia and 
Paraguay, 15; Chile and Peru, 122; 
Colombia and Nicaragua, 885; 
Costa Rica and Panama, 886; Do- 
minican Republic and Haiti, 930 
Boxer indemnity remissions. See under 
China. 

Brazil. See China; Foreign powers. 
Bulgaria, 16-22, 416-417, 431 

Arbitration and conciliation treaties 
with the United States, 16-22 
Negotiations, 16-18 
Texts signed Jan. Bl: Arbitration, 
19-20; conciliation, 20-22 
Representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Railway 
conflict, 416-417; Soviet refusal 
to receive, 431 

Canada, 23-120, 379 

Fisheries (see also under Passama- 
quoddy Bay power project, 
infra ) : 

Conference for a general discussion 
of fisheries questions, U. S. 
disinclination to accept Cana- 
dian proposal for, 60-61, 70- 
71, 74-78 

Great Lakes fisheries questions, 
77, 78 

Halibut fishery of the northern Pa- 
cific Ocean and Bering Sea, 
negotiations and draft texts of 
proposed convention to re- 
place U. S.-British conven- 
I tion of Mar. 2, 1923, 60-69, 

1 77, 78 


VOLUMES I AND HI AEE INDEXED SEPABATELT 


1115 






1117 


Canada — Continued. 

Treaties, etc. — Continued. 

Smuggling conventions— Con. 

June 6, 1924 (U. S.~Great Britain 
in respect of Canada): Cited, 
26, 32-33, 48, 49, 50, 51, 
64; U. S. proposal for con- 
clusion of supplementary 
convention providing fox' re- 
fusal of clearances to ship^ 
ments of commodities from 
either country when, their 
importation is prohibited in 
the other, 48-49, 62, 54 

Capitulatory re^me. See under Egypt. 

Central Asiatic Expedition of American 
Museum of Natural History, diffi- 
culties with Chinese Government. 
841-853 

Chaco dispute, 15 

Chile, 121^122, 400, 416 

Eree importation privileges, reciprocal 
extension to U. S. and Chilean 
Consular officers, 121-122 
Representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way conflict, question of, 400, 416 
Tacna-Arica controversy with Peru, 
122 

China, 123-878 

Arms and munitions: 

Embargo agreement of 1919, can- 
celation, and termination of 
1923 agreement concerning 
withholding of naval assist- 
ance from China, 523-634 
Discussions of foreign powers 
concerning possibility of, 
623-529 

Notification to China by Senior 
Minister, Apr, 26, text, 
529-530 

Restrictions by China on arms 
imports, 529, 531 
U. S. export.^ to China, procedure 
for, 530-531, 532, 533-534 
Export of American aircraft for 
military use, attitude of De- 
partment of State, 636, 637 
Nonextension of U. S. naval pro- 
tection to American vessels in 
China transporting Chinese 
troops, arms, ammunition, or 
other noncommercial articles 
such as opium, 481, 483, 495 
Aviation, 154, 534—537 

Attiutde of Department of State 
regarding promotion by con- 
sular officers of sales of Amer- 
ican aircraft, 534-537 
China National Aviation Corpora- 
tion, 154, 536 

Export of American aircraft for 
military use, IT. S. attitude, 
536, 637 


China — Continued. 

Boxer indemnity remissions, 170-171, 
587, 589, 822, 823, 824, 856-858 

Chinese jproposal to use portions 
of British, Italian, and Russian 
remissions for securing railway 
construction loan, 170-171, 
822, 823, 824 

U. S. assent to Chinese proposal 
for payment of U. S. remis- 
sions direct to China Founda- 
tion for Promotion of Educa- 
tion and Culture, 856-858 
Central Asiatic Expedition of Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, 
difficulties with Chinese Govern- 
ment in connection with Mongo- 
lian explorations, 841—853 
Chiang Kai-shek. See Chinese East- 
ern Railway: Mukden - Nanking 
relations, infra; also Civil war and 
political disunion, infra. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, Sino-Soviet 
conflict and appeal by the United 
States for observance of the 
Eellogg-Briand peace pact, 134, 
168, 176, 183, 186-435, 641, 652, 
825-826 

Actions of Chinese authorities pre- 
cipitating conflict {see alsa 
Raid on Soviet Consulate and 
Seizure of Railway, infra ) : Re- 
ports concerning, 186—189, 
262-256; Soviet protests, 189, 
190-191 

Appeal by the United States and 
other powers to China and the 
Soviet Union for observance of 
Kellogg-Briand peace pact: 
Efforts of the United States, 
France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, and Japan to 
avert armed clash between 
China and the Soviet Union, 
210, 215-219, 222-228, 234- 
236, 237-239, 240-241, 245, 
246-247, 248, 249-250 
Proposal by the United States to 
France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, and Japan 
concerning possible sugges- 
tion to China and the 
Soviet Union of establish- 
ment of commission of con- 
ciliation: Aide-memoire of 

July 25, 242-244, 247, 277; 
attitude of the powers, 259- 
261, 264, 271, 303-304, 304- 
305, 308 

Statements to China and the 
Soviet Union recalling obli- 
gations to refrain from hos- 
tilities and to seek a peaceful 
settlement; 
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China^Continued. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, etc. — Con. 
Appeal by the United States, etc. — 
Continued, 

Statements to China and the 
Soviet Union — Continued. 
Arrangements with France for 
delivery of U. S. note to 
the Soviet Union, 367-368, 

368- 369, 370 
Chinese reply, 887 

Identic action by France, Ger- 
many, Great Britain^ Italy, 
and Japan: Invitation by 
the United States, 346, 
860-362, 353, 361, 366- 
367; views of the powers, 
366-366, 367, 358-360, 

861, 363-365, 365-366, 

369- 370, 374, 376-377, 

377-378, 381, 385, 396. 
406 

Identic action by other powers 
party to ICeHogg-Bnand 
pact: Arrangements with 
France for delivery of 
U, S, invitation to Afghan- 
istan, 376, 407-408; invi- 
tation by the United 
States, 371-373; views of, 
and action by, the powers, 
377, 379, 382-383, 386, 
388, 389-390, 390-392, 

393, 394-396, 396-396, 

397-402, 403-404, 407, 

408-410, 411-412, 412- 

417, 418-419, 419-422, 

423, 424-425, 426, 430 
Soviet attitude: llcfuKsl to re- 
ceive Bulgarian and Ruma- 
nian statements, 430, 431, 
432-433; reply to IT. S. 
statement and comment 
thereon, 388-389, 398, 401, 
402-403, 404-406 
Communist Party central commit- 
tee, reported attitude, 240 
Diplomatic relations l>etween China 
and the Soviet Xhiion: Stjv'er- 
anee by the Soviet Union, 
withdrawal of nationals, and 
arrangements with Germany 
for protection of Soviet inter- 
ests in China, 2H, 214-215, 
219, 221, 233-234; withdrawal 
of Chinese diplomatic repre- 
sentatives from the Soviet 
Union, ouestion of, 233, 244 
Frontier incidents : Chi nese attitude, 
299, 300-301, 318, 330, 353, 
383—384; dispatch of Ciiinese 
and Soviet forces to frontier, 
106, 197, 207, 208, 211, 219, 222, 
225, 220-227, 237, 249, 281, 
287, 293, 301, 302, 333, 352- 


China — Continued. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, etc. — Con 
Frontier incidents — Continued. 
363; looting by retreating ’Chi- 
nese troops, 347, 350, 353-354 
368, 366, 380, 397, 426; reports 
of military activity and Sino- 
Soviet clashes, 176, 219, 221 
232-233, 249, 255, 262, 268-^ 
269, 269-270, 276-276, 284- 
286, 293-296, 296-297, 298, 299. 
300, 302-303, 311, 313, 315. 
316, 323-324, 325, 327, 330^ 
331, 337—338, 339, 340—341. 
342, 344-346, 346-347, 348 
360, 365, 373, 384, 412, 418, 
429; sabotage of Railway, 266- 
257, 274, 2&7, 316, 342; Soviet 
attitude, 241,296-297,318 
Loan to China by the United 
States for financing purchase 
of Soviet share of J^ilway, 
proposed, 826-826 
Manifestoes and declarations by 
China: July 19, 228-231; Aug, 
19, 276-277, 288-292, 293; Ocl 
£6, 333-336 

Mediation or intervention in Sino- 
Soviet conflict, question of: 
Attitude of China, 270-271; of 
the Soviet Union, 272; of the 
United States, 243 
Discussions concerning possible 
action by France, 231-232, 
241, 246^247; Harbin consu- 
lar body, 200, 212, 314-315; 
Japan, 212, 257 ; League of Na- 
tions, 223, 232, 295, 306, 345, 
348. 353, 354-355, 379; neu- 
tral nation or group of na- 
tions, 234, 250, 260, 263, 271; 
United States, 216, 216-217, 
219 


Mukden-Nanking relations con- 
cerning conflict: Conduct of 
negotiations, 237, 276, 283, 
331 , 338-339, 341, 343, 354,356, 
371, 641 ; conference at Peking, 
July UK 197, 200, 207,221,251; 
general, 186-187, 188, 276, 288; 
301, 304, 317, 371; recognition 
by Nanking Government of 
agrcenicnts between the Soviet 
Union and Peking and Mukden 
Governments, 188, 189; re- 

sponsibility for seizure of Rail- 
way, question of, 207, 211, 214, 
220, 221, 227, 237, 245, 251-255 
Negotiations between China and 
the Soviet Union for settle- 
ment of conflict {see also Proto- 
cols, infra), 233, 238-239. 243, 
244-245, 246-247, 247, 248^ 250, 
257-258, 260-264, 265-267, 

268, 269, 270-273, 275, 276, 
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China — Continued. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, etc. — Con. 
Negotiations between China and 
the Soviet Union — Con. 
282-283, 284, 286-287, 299- 
300, 301-302, 304, 306-308, 
308-311, 312, 313-314. 315- 
316, 316-318, 319-321, 323, 
326-327, 331, 338-339, 339- 
340, 341, 342-343, 356, 358- 
359, 360-361, 361, 362-363, 
366, 369-370, 370-371 
.Prisoners: 

Chinese prisoners in the Soviet 
Union, 209, 213, 311, 332 
Exchange of, German suggestion, 
325-326, 335-336 
Soviet prisoners in China: 

lUtreatment of, and efforts of 
Germany and the United 
States in behalf of prison- 
ers, 284, 286, 297, 311, 
319, 321, 322, 323, 325, 
328, 331-332, 333, 341-342 
Persons taken in raid on Soviet 
Consulate, arrest, deten- 
tion, trial, and ultimate 
release of, 192, 282, 297, 
328, 342, 432, 652; Soviet 
protest against trial, 329 
Release in accordance with 
Khabarovsk protocol, 432 

Proposal by France for issuance 
of demarche to China recalling 
responsibility for protection of 
all foreign interests in Railway, 
U. S. and Japanese attitudes, 
273-274 

Protection of foreign lives and prop- 
erty: Arrangements by pro- 
vincial commander, 347, 350, 
374, 380; efforts of Harbin 
consular body to prevent 
spread of epidemic among refu- 
gees, 430-431; unsuccessful 
attempt of consular party to 
proceed into Barga region to 
ascertain fate of foreigners, 
418, 422-423, 423, 424, 425, 
429 

Protocols between China and the 
Soviet Union concerning efforts 
toward a peaceful settlement: 
Nikolsk-Ussuriisk protocol: 
Negotiations and discussions 
concerning, 374, 378, 380, 
381, 384, 385-386, 387, 390, 
394, 397, 402, 411; text 

signed Dec, 5, 392—393 
Protocol of Khabarovsk: Imple- 
mentation, 183, 429, 430, 
431, 432, 434; negotiations, 
410-411, 418, 419, 422, 423, 
424, 425 ; text signed Dec, 22, 
427-429 


China — Continued. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, etc.^ — ^Con. 
Raid on Soviet Consulate {May 27')% 
Arrest, detention, trial, and ulti- 
mate release of Soviet 

nationals, 192, 282, 297, 328, 
342, 432, 652; Soviet protest 
against trial, 329 
Chinese attitude, 209, 229, 

288-289 

Discovery of counterfeit U. S. 
consular seal, 192, 196; U. S, 
attitude, 197 

Publication by Chinese Govern- 
ment of Soviet documents 
seized in raid, 221, 230-231 
Soviet protest, 192-195 
Seizure of Railway {July 10), arrest 
of Soviet employees, closing 
of Soviet trade organizations, 
and other actions of Chinese 
authorities against Soviet in- 
terests: 

Correspondence between China 
and the Soviet Union: Pro- 
test or ultimatum by Soviet 
Union, July 13, 201-206, 

207, 207-208, 229; reply 

and counter-demands by 
China, July 17, 208-210, 
216, 229; Soviet reply of 
July 18 severing relations 
with China, 211, 212-214, 
230, 233 

Reports, 168, 198-200, 206-207, 

208, 209, 220, 278-282 
Soviet statement, Aug, 15, warn- 
ing foreign governments and 
interests of Soviet nonac- 
knowledgement of obliga- 
tions assumed by Chinese 
Railway authorities follow- 
ing seizure, 277-278 

Civil war and political disunion in 
China, with maintenance of the 
National Government and alle- 
giance of Manchurian leaders 
thereto, 123-186, 288, 333 

Chiang Kai-shek, Left-wing oppo- 
sition to, 144-145, 173 -iH 
174-175, 177 

Financial difficulties of National 
Government due to military 
costs, 129-132, 139-140, 170- 
171, 171-172 

Kuomintang conferences: 

Military reorganization and dis- 
bandment: Jan. 1—25, 129- 
132, 139-140; Aug, 1-6, 169, 
171-172 

Second plenary conference of 
Central Executive Com- 
mittee, June 10—18, 165-' 
166, 170 
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China — Continued . 

Civil war and political disunion in 
China — Continued, 

Kuomintang conferences — Con, 
Third National Party Congress, 
Mar. 141, 144-147, 

147-148, 148, 150-151, 161, 
175 

Manchuria: 

Execution of Gen. Yang Yu-ting 
and Chang Yin-huai for 
conspiracy against Mukden 
Government: Details, 123- 
126, 134-135; Japanese atti- 
tude, 127-129 

Relations with National Govern- 
ment {see aUo Chinese 
Eastern Railway: Mukden- 
Nanking relations, sapro), 
126, 332-133, 133-134, 135- 
136, 137-138, 142, 165 

Revolts against authority of Na- 
tional Government, and other 
hostilities of a local nature: 
Chefoo and vicinity, disturbances, 
140-141, 142-143, 148, 151- 
153, 153-154, 357-158, 163, i 
167, 168-160, 175-176 
Kuominchim revolt: Antagonism! 
between Gen. Chiang Kai- 
shek and Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang, 155-157, 160-161, 
164-265, 166, 167-168, 174, 
183, 288; uprising in October, 
and subsequent hostilities, 
377-178, 180, 180-181, 183, 
333, 343 

Kwangsi faction, revolt and sub- 
sequent hostilities against 
Canton in cooperation with 
Chang Fa-kwei, 143-144, 
147-148, 149-150, 153, 154, 
155, 162-163, 166, 174, 177, 
178-179, 180, 381, 183, 184 
Pukow mutiny, 184-185 

Szechwan province, hostilities in, 
139 

Tang Sheng-chih revolt in 
Honan, 183, 185-186 
Yunnan and ^ Kweichow prov- 
inces, disturbances, 149, 
164, 172-173, 176 

Tsingtao, establishment as a 
special municipal area under 
direct authority of National 
Government, 158 

Claims (see al&o Nanking incident 
and under Protection, twJVo), 
conclusion of agreements between 
China and — 

Great Britain, regarding Chinkiang 
incident, 182 


China — Continued. 

Claims, ete* — Continued. 

Japan, regarding Nanking and 
Hankow incidents, 163: 
^^ing Tsinan incident, 143 * 

Commissioners of foreign affairs 
abolition by China o? offices of* 
676-682 ^ 

Chinese notification to foreign 
powers, summary, 675-676 • 
reply of diplomatic body, Ocf* 
678-679 ’ 

U. S. attitude; 

Arrangements regarding 
Disposition* of pending pro- 
tection cases, 676-577 
Procedure for isstiance and 
visaing of Section Six 
certificates, 679-681, 682 
General, 677-678, 679, 681-682 

Courts ieee also Shanghai Provisional 
Cotirt, infra): Attitude of De- 
partment of State regarding 
Chinese complaints against mem- 
bers of U. B. armed forces and 
proposal for transfer of cases 
from courts martial to U. 8. 
Court for China, 542-543; U. 8. 
suggestion to missionaries to 
refrain from interference in court 
proceedings involving only Chi- 
nese interest 445 

Customs. See Tariff relations and 
under Taxation, infra. 

Dual nationality, questions concern- 
ing U. S. citizens of Chinese 
descent, 613-623, 858-859, 862, 
803, 866, 868 

Protection from Jurisdiction of 
Chinese atithorities, 513-623 
Support of claims against China 
arising from Nanking incident, 
858-859, 862, 863, 866, 868 

Evacuation of Americans and other 
foreigners from places of danger. 
See under Protection, infra. 

Extraterritorial rights of Brazil, 
France, Great Britain, Nether- 
lands, Norway, and the United 
States, question of abolition, 183, 
228, 242, 332. 543-674, 823 
Consideration, preliminary: Chi- 
nese attitude, 654; continu- 
ation of the informal U. S.- 
Cliinese conversations in 
Washington inaugurated in 
19B8, 543-549; relation of 

extraterritoriality to Chinese 
taxation problems, study by 
Kemmerer Commission of Fi- 
nancial Advisersp, 554-559; 
U. B. reply to Japanese request 
of Dec. B9^ J19B3, for views on 
general revision of treaties 
with China, 549-554 
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China — Continued. 

Extraterritorial rights, etc. — Con. 
Correspondence between China and 
the powers: 

Chinese note of Apr, 27 express- 
ing desire for early relin- 
quishnaent of extraterritorial 
rights, 559-561 

Replies by the powers, Aug, 10: 
Preliminary discussions con- 
cerning nature of proposed 
reply, 228, 242, 562-566, 
567-569, 573-575, 575- 

580, 581-590, 591-595, 

599 

Text of reply by France, 
580-581 ; Great Britain, 
570—572; Netherlands, 
590-591; Norway, extract, 
600; United States, 596- 
599 

Views of Chinese Minister, 600 
Request by China, Sept. 5, for 
immediate initiation of ne- 
gotiations for relinquishment 
of extraterritoriality, text, 
604^606 

XJ. S. and other replies of. Nov, 1: 
Preliminary discussions and 
draft texts, 607-615; text 
of U. S. reply, 616 
Discussions concerning methods 
of relinquishment of extrater- 
ritorial rights by categories 
of jurisdiction or by geograph- 
ical areas, 616—621, 621, 624, 
625, 628, 635-638, 649-650 
Negotiations between China and — 
France, 625, 634-635, 647-649, 
653-655, 669 

Great Britain, 582, 624-625, 628, 
629, 639-640, 657-660, 661, 
669, 823 

Netherlands, 669 
United States, 621-623, 626-627, 
629-631, 632-633, 639, 642- 
647, 651-657, 660-661, 662- 

666, 672-674 

Protests by foreign chambers of 
commerce in China, 566-567, 
575 

Unilateral action by China termi- 
nating extraterritoriality as of 
Jan. 1, 19S0: 

Intimation of, 572—573, 573—574, 
578, 582, 583, 590, 594, 607, 
621, 623, 626, 627, 629. 

631-632, 640-642, 654, 660, 
670 

Mandate of Dec. 28 and Foreign 
Minister’s statement of Dec. 
SO: Cited, 183; texts, 666- 

667, 668; U. S. attitude, 
667, 671, 672-674 

VOniJMES I AND HI AI 


China — Continued. 

Extraterritorial rights, etc, — Con. 

Unilateral action by China— Con. 
Warning to China by the powers 
concerning impairment of 
treaty rights, 595, 601-602, 
608, 628, 634-635, 642, 

648-649, 654, 657-660, 665- 
666, 671 

Views of — 

Japan, 593-594, 607, 640, 669 
Thomas F. Millard, adviser to 
Chinese Government, 575— 
577, 602-603 
Famine relief , 142, 175 
Federal Telegraph Co. See under 
Radio communications, infra. 
Foreign powers: 

Abolition by China of offices of 
commissioners of foreign affairs, 
attitude of foreign powers, 
675-682 

Arms embargo agreement of 1919. 
See Arms and munitions: Em- 
bargo agreement, supra. 

Boxer indemnity remissions. See 
Boxer indemnity remissions, 
supra. 

Chinese Eastern Railway, action of 
foreign powers concerning Sino- 
Soviet conflict. See Chinese 
Eastern Railway, supra. 

Claims. See Claims, supra; Nan- 
king incident, infra; also under 
Protection, infra. 

Concessions, etc. (see Shanghai 
International Settlement, 
infra) t rendition of — 

Belgian concession at Tientsin, 
conclusion of agreement with 
China concerning, 173, 182 
British concession at Chinkiang, 
conclusion of agreement with 
China concerning, 181, 182 
British leased territory of 
Weihaiwei, negotiations for 
agreement, 823 

Extraterritorial rights. See Extra- 
territorial rights, supra. 

Legations in China. See Legations, 
inf I a. 

Loans. See Loans, infra. 

Protection of foreign lives and 
property. See Protection, ^7i/ra. 

Shanghai Provisional Court. See 
Shanghai Provisional Court, 
infra. 

South Manchuria Railway Zone at 
Mukden, U. S- informal repre- 
sentations to Japanese Lega- 
tion against efforts of Japanese 
police to close office of 
American firm, 853—856 
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China — Continued. „ . 

Foreign powers — Continued. 

Sun Yat-sen interment ceremonies 
at Nanking, June Jf, and par- 
ticipation of special missions of 
foreign powers, 149, 154-' 155, 
161-162, 165, 875-878; text of 
Chinese Invitation, 876 
Tariff relations. See Tariff rela- 
tions, infra. ^ 

Taxation. See Taxation, %nfra. 
Tsinan incident, Sino-Japanese 
settlement and withdrawal of 
Japanese troops, 148-149, loS’- 
166, 158 

Japan (see alsa Foreign powers, s«pra), 
relations with Manchuria and 
China, various comments and 
opinions, 126—329, 136, 187—188, 
225,226, 283, 593 

Kemmerer Commission, 183-184,654- 
559,827,828 ^ 

Kuomintang. See under Civil war 
and political disunion, euprn. 
legations in China and Chinese 
Legations, question of — 
Elevation to status of embassies, 
TJ. S. and Japanese views, 15S- 
159, 668 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Eemoval of U. S. Lrogation to 
Nanking, 576 

Loans, 170-171, 563-554, 586-587, 
817-828 

Adjustment of foreign and domes- 
tic debts, proposed: Lstalilish- 
r China of committee 


nient by — ^ — --v,. 

for, 817, 819, 824-825. 826- 
828; U. S. attitude and ques- 
tion of presentation of Amer- 
ican claims, 553-554, 586-587, 
817-819, 824-825, 826-828 
Hallway loans; 

([Chinese Eastern Hallway, Chi 
nese proposals regarding pos- 
sible U. B. loan to China for 
purchase of, 825-826 
Default in Hukuang Hailway 
loan, and joint protest to 
China by interested powers 
586, 820-822, 824 
Proposals by China for financing 
railway reorganization and 
construction program: Box- 
er indemnity remissions, pro- 
posed use as security for new 
loan, 170-171, 822, 823, 824; 
desire for TJ. B. assistance, 
819-820, 825-826 

Manchuria (see also Chinese Eastern 
Railway and under Civil war and 
political disunion, supra; also, 
Taxation: Customs taxes: Japa- 
nese attitude, infra): Murder of 
Chang Tso-lin in June .spec- 

ulation concerning guilty persons 
125, 126-127; U. S. informal repre 


China — Continued. 

Manchuria — Continued. 

aentations to Japanese Legation 
against efforts of Japanese po- 
lice to close office of American 
firm in South Manchuria Rail- 
way 2Ione at Mukden, 85 
Military reorganization and disband- 
ment conferences: Jan. 

129-132, 139-140; Aug. 

169, 171-172 

Millard, Thomas discussions at 
Department of State in capacity 
of adviser to Chinese (jcovern- 
ment, 575-577, 602-603 
Missionaries. See under Protection, 
infra. 

Nanking incident of Mar. 19$7, 
determination and payment of 
American claims in accordance 
with JBBB agreement, 868-871 
Chinese payments, 871 
Sino-American commission: 

Disagreement on questions of 
interest and claims mvolv-^ 
Ing dual nationality, 858- 
859, 860, 861, 862, 863 
Work of, 858-869; text of final 
report, Mar. 15, 866-869 
U. B. representations for prompt 
payment of awards, 869-871; 
(Jhinese reply, 871 

Press restrictions on American and 
other foreign correspondents and 
newspapers on account of alleged 
sesditfous publications or un- 
friendly attitude toward National 
Government, U. S. attitude and 
representations to China, 753- 
773 

Censorship of Peking Leader, 
769-770 

F4ffort8 to force departure from 
China of Hallett Abend, 760, 
761, 763-769, 771; Demaree 
Bess, 760, 761: Charles Dailey, 
760; Rodney Gilbert, 763-754; 
George E. Sokolsky, 758, 759, 
760 

Withdrawal of postal privileges 
from — 

Journal de P^>kin, 770 
North China Daily News, 759-760; 
IJ. S. disapproval of pro- 
po.sed plan to mail publica- 
tion in sea post offices on 
llollar Co. vessels, 761-763 
North China Star, 754-7^ 
Shanghai Pawning Post, 771—7^ 
Protection of Americans and other 
foreigners during ^ antiforeign 
agitation, bandit disturbances, 
civil war, and communist upris- 
ings (see also Chinese Eastern 
Itailwav: Protection, supra), 435- 
513, 87*2-875 
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China — Continued. 

Protection of Americans, etc. — -Con. 

American merchant vessel^; ; 
Interference by Chinese military: 
Commandeering, 487; firing 
upon, and U. S. representa- 
tions, 452, 479, 493,^503; 
restrictions against naviga- 
tion of West River, and 
U. S. attitude, 457-468, 459, 
464, 486-487, 488, 490-491, 
492, 498, 600; search of ves- 
sels, XJ. S- attitude and repre- 
sentations, 437—438, 439, 472 
Nonextension of U, S. protection 
to vessels transporting 
Chinese troops, arms, ammu- 
nition, or other non- 
commercial articles such as 
opium, 481, 483, 495 
Antiforeignism: Inability of Na- 
tional Government to control, 
482; occurrence in Honan, 
477; representations by Foo- 
chow consular corps, 435-436 
Assistance of Canton consular corps 
in facilitating peaceful surren- 
der of mutinous pro-Kwangsi 
cruisers, 454-456 

Asylum in American consulate, 
question of granting to oflacial 
of defeated faction at Swatow, 
463-464 

Bombing at Wuchow, arrange- 
ments with Canton authori- 
ties for avoidance of American 
property, 489r-490 
Claims for damages to American 
property: Procedure regarding 
losses during Japanese occupa- 
tion of Tsinan, 453; question 
of presentation by missionary 
organizations, 469, 471-472, 
504 ^ ^ 

Evacuation of Americans and other 
foreigners from places of dan- 
ger: Arrangements and advice, 
440-441, 443, 445-446, 448, 
448-449, 449-450, 457-458, 

479, 489, 493, 494, 495-496, 
497-498; British assistance, 
452, 454, 483, 498; IJ. S. naval 
vessels, assistance, 457, 458, 
460, 489, 494 

Missionaries and mission property: 
Evacuation of missionaries from 
places of danger, questioh of 
compliance with XJ. S. advice 
concerning, 449-450 
Hidnapping of missionaries^ by 
bandits and communists, 
XJ, S. efforts with National 
Government for action to 
secure release, 438—439, 439— 
440, 460-461, 462-463, 464- 
465, 482, 484-485, 486 


China — Continued. 

Protection of Americans, etc. — Con. 
Missionaries and mission prop- 
erty — Continued. 

Mission property: Claims for 
damages, question of presen- 
tation, 469, 471-472, 504; 
looting and burning of, 458, 
460, 473-474, 489; occupa- 
tion by Chinese, and XJ. S. 
representations to local au- 
thorities and National Gov- 
ernment, 436— 437, 441-442, 
448, 458, 465-471, 477-478, 
479-480, 484, 485-486 
Murder of three American Catho- 
lic missionaries by Chinese 
bandits, and XJ. S. represen- 
tations to Chinese author- 
ities for apprehension and 
punishment of guilty per- 
sons, 504r-513 . 

Noninterference of missionaries 
in court proceedings involv- 
ing only Chinese interests, 
XJ. S. suggestion, 445 
Requests by missionaries in 
southern Kiangsi to local 
authorities for protection 
against communist uprising, 
and XJ. S . efforts with N ation- 
al Government for dispatch 
of reinforcements, 442-443, 
444, 446, 447-448, 448-449, 
450, 491, 492, 504 
XJi S. enorts to obtain amends 
from Chinese Government 
for the killing of Dr. Walter 
F. Seymour, 872-875 
XI. S- warning to missionaries 
against danger of residence 
in remote areas, 447, 477 
Travel of Americans into the inte- 
rior: Procedure for issuance of 
travel passes by consulates, 
451; XJ. S. attitude toward 
Chinese notice concerning 
travel, 472-473, 480, 485 
XJ. S. military and naval forces: 
Chinese interference with naval 
vessels, XJ. S. attitude toward 
regulations concerning— 
Detention and search by 
Chinese authorities, 437- 
438, 439 

Restrictions bn navigation of 
West River, 457-458, 458, 
459, 464, 486-487, 488, 
490-491, 492 

Dispatch of destroyer division to 
China waters, 494, 496, 499 
Dispatch of gun boats to, and sta- 
tioning at, places of danger, 
443—444, 446, 450— 451, 457, 
458, 460, 461-462, 464, 478- 
479, 485, 487, 489, 492, 493 
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China — Continued. 

Protection of Americans, etc. — Con. 

U. S, military and naval forces — 
Continued. 

Distribution of forces in China, 
49S-497 

Nonextension of protection to 
American vessels transport- 
ing Chinese troops, arms, 
ammunition or other non- 
commercial articles such as 
opium, 481, 483, 495 
Policy of D. S. Asiatic Fleet, 
Ceneral Order No. 

Sept. 50, 475-477 
Stationing of gunboat for protec- 
tion of American-owned 
Shanghai Power Co., ques- 
tion of, 498-499, 500, 501- 
602, 503 

Hadlo communications: 

Federal Telegraph Co, contract, 
586, 829-833 

Failure of China to execute 
obligations imposed by 19IBJ 
contract, and u. S. represen- 
tations on behalf of Federal 
Telegraph Co , 586, 829-831 
Termination by China of Federal 
and other communications 
contracts, and arrangements 
for revision thereof, 831-833 

Restrictions by China on importa- 
tion of radio equipment and 
materials, 833-841 
Embargo, Apr. 15, and U. S. 
representations on behalf of 
American importers having 
goods in transit, 835-838; i 
removal of embargo, 838, 1 
840-841 

Text of regulations of July 5/, 
839-840 

Railways (see also Chinese Eastern 
Railway and ho&ns: Railway, 
supra; also South Manchuria 
Railway, infra), 166 

Seymour, Dr. Walter F., U. S. efforts 
to obtain amends from the Chi- 
nese Government for the killing 
of, 872-875 

Shanghai International Settlement 
(see also Shanghai Provisional 
Court, tnfra), sale of municipal 
electric plant to American inter- 
ests, and question of stationing of 
XJ. S. gunboat for protection of, 
154, 498-499, 500, 601-502, 503 

Shanghai Provisional Court; 

Functioning of, 557, 562, 664, 565, 
684 

Negotiations between China and 
Brazil, France, Great Britain, 
Netherlands, Norway, and the 
United States for reorganiza- 


China — Continued. 

Shanghai Provisional Court — Con 
Negotiations, etc. — Continued. * 
tion of, 184, 557, 562, 564, 566. 
679, 613, 615, 626, 667, 682- 
749 

^ Arrangements preliminary to for- 
mal negotiations: Chinese 
request and subsequent cor- 
respondence and views of the 
powers, 682-689, 690-692 
695-696, 698-699, 709, 713- 

714, 716-717; delegates, 
discussions concerning des- 
ignation and rank of, 691. 
709, 710, 710-711, 711-713, 

715, 719, 721 ; Japanese par- 
ticipation, Chinese refusal to 
permit, 713-716, 717-718, 
718-719, 719-720, 721, 722; 
procedure and subject mat- 
ter of negotiations, discus- 
sions and draft proposals, 
689-595, 696-698, 699-701 
702-710,711 

Conference at Nanking (con- 
vened Dec. 9) , efforts to reach 
agreement on proposals con- 
cerning a new judicial 
system for Shanghai Inter- 
national Settlement, 184, 
667. 722-734, 735-738, 739, 
740-742, 744-749 
Continuance of Provisional Court 
until conclusion of negotia- 
tions at Nanking, 735, 739, 
739-740, 742-744 
Extraterritoriality question, rela- 
tion to, 579, 615, 667, 725- 
726 

Rendition agreement of Auc. SI, 
IQtS, regarding Mixed 
Court: Attitude of National 
Government, 626, 696; ex- 
piration, Jan. 7, 7.950, 732, 
744; notice issued by 
Kiangsu provic;ional govern- 
ment to Shanghai consular 
corps, June £5, and views of 
foreign <liplomat.ic repre- 
sentatives, 684- 685, 687 
Transfer of Provisional Court 
from Kiangsu provisional 
government to Central Gov- 
ernment, 720, 743, 744 
Return of American civil cases to 
Provisional Court for retrial 
in view of refusal of Appeal 
Court of Bureau of Foreign 
Affairs to consider, question of, 
702,715-716,720-721 
Testimony by U. S. consul in case 
arising in connection with offi- 
cial duties, U. S. refusal to grant 
request bv Provisional Court 
for, 749-753 


vox.tricss z AZ7n ziz abs mxmxm sepabaiklt 



INDEX 


1126 


China — Continued. 

South Manchuria Hailway Zone at 
Mukden, U. S. informal repre- 
sentations to Japanese Legation 
against efforts of Japanese police 
to close office of American firm, 
853-866 

Soviet relations with China. See 
Chinese Eastern Railway, Sino- 
Soviet conflict, supra. 

Standard Oil Co. vessels: 

Commandeering by Canton mili- 
tary, 487 

TJ. S. protest against attack by 
brigands, 503; against illegal 
seizure and detention by Can- 
ton authorities arising from 
diflficulties under private tax 
agreements, 791—792 
Sun Yat-sen, state burial at Nanking, 
June If and participation of 
special missions of foreign powers, 
149, 154-155, 161-162, 165, 876- 
878; text of Chinese invitation 
to foreign powers, 876 
Tariff relations, 142, 553, 685, 589, 
773-790 

Attitude of the United States and 
other powers toward entry 
into force of new Chinese 
import tariff, Feh, i, 142, 779, 
780-781, 787-788, 790 
Treaty of July ^5^ 19^8 ^ between 
the United States and China: 
Cited, 553 

Nondiscriminatory treatment, 
exchange of notes, ^ Feh. 6, 
clarifying Chinese interpre- 
tation of: Negotiations, 585, 
589, 773-779, 779-780, 781- 
786; texts j786-787 
Ratification: Exchange of con- 
gratulatory messages upon 
occasion of, 788-790; possi- 
ble postponement of, 775, 
776, 781 

Taxation, 554—559, 585, 586, 791—817 
Consumption tax at Canton, 
question of imposition by local 
authorities, 794^796 
Customs taxes: 

Chinese policy, 585 
Japanese attitude: Nonpayment 
of customs surtaxes in parts 
of Manchuria and Shantung, 
796-798, 799-801, 804-805, 
806-808, 809-811; protest 

against cancelation by China 
of special duty reduction for 
Japanese goods enterii^ or 
leaving Manchuria via Cho- 
sen, 802-804, 806-807 
U. S. acquiescence in revised pro- 
cedure for settling tariff 
valuations disputes, 814-816, 
816 


China — Continued. 

Taxation — C ontinued. 

Discrimination against American 
trade, and U. S. representa- 
tions concerning — I - 
Goods tax at Tsingtao, 816 
Nonpayment by Japanese of’cus- 
toms surtaxes in parts of 
Manchuria and Shantung, 
796-798, 799-801, 804-805, 
806-808, 809-811 
Wood oil storage tax imposed on 
American firm at Hankow, 
813-814 

Extraterritoriality, relation to tax- 
ation, 554-559 

Kerosene and gasoline taxes, and 
difficulties between American 
firms and Chinese Government 
arising under private tax agree- 
ments concerning, 586, 791— 
792, 798-799, 801; U. S. pro- 
test against illegal seizure and 
detention of Standard Oil Co. 
vessels by Canton authorities, 
791-792 

Likin, increase by Hupeh authori- 
ties, 811 — 812 

Stamp taxes at Tientsin on imports 
from Shanghai, U. S. attitude, 
809 

Tobacco tax at Hankow, U. S. ef- 
forts to secure delay in enforce- 
ment of increase imposed with- 
out adequate notice to Ameri- 
can firm, 792 

Wood oil taxes at Hankow, U. S. 
efforts in behalf of American 
■firrriR unfairly affected by, 793— 
794, 796, 805-806, 808, 811, 
812-813, 816-817 
Treaties, agreements; etc.: 

Arms embargo agreement of 1919 
with respect to China. See 
Arms and munitions: Embargo 
agreement, supra. 

Chinese Eastern Railway agree- 
ments. See Chinese Eastern 
Railway: Protocols, supra. 
Claims . agreements. See Claims, 
supra. 

Concessions, etc., agreements for 
rendition of- See Foreign 
powers: Concessions, swra. 
Kellqgg-Briand pact. See Chinee 
Eastern Railway: Appeal by 
the United States and other 
powers to China and the So- 
viet Union for observance of 
Kellogg-Briand peace pact, 
supra. 

Radiotelegraph convention of 1927, 
ratification by China, 839 
Shanghai Provisional Court, negoti- 
ations for a new agreement re- 
garding. See Shanghai Pro- 
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China —Continued, 

Treaties, a^reements» etc. — Con. 
Shangh^ Provisional Courts etc. — 
Continued- 

visional Court: Negotiations, 
supra. 

Status of new treaties concluded in 
16&-167 

Tariff treaty with the United States 
Set Tariff relations: 
Treaty, supra. 

Washington Conference treaties re- 
lating to China, cited, 525-526 
Tsinan incident: Sino-Japanese set- 
tlement, 148-149, 156-156, 168; 
U. S. procedure r^arding claims 
for losses during Japanese occu- 
pation of Tsinan, 453 
U, S- citisens. Se^ supra. Dual nation** 
alityj Nanking incident; Press 
restrictions; Protection. 

U. S. commercial firms («ee alsa, 
supra. Radio communications: 
Federal Telegraph Co^ Press 
rastrictions; Standard Oil Co.; 
Taxation) : Sale of Shanghai 

power plant to American inter- 
ests, and question of U. S. naval 

g rotection, 154, 498-499, 500, 
01-602, 603; U. S. informal 
representations to Japanese I.re- 
gation against efforts of Japanese 
police to close office of Foster- 
McCleHan Co- in South Man- 
churia Railway Zone at Mukden, 
863-866; U. S. representations 
on behalf of American importers 
of radio equipment and materials 
affected by imposition of embargo 
without adequate notice, 835-838 
U. S. military and naval forces Use 
also under Protection, supra): 
Attitude of D^artment of State 
regarding Chinese complaints 
against members of u. S. 
armed forces and proposal for 
transfer of cases from courts 
martial to U, S. Court for 
China, 542-543 
Reduction of forces, 538-541 
Marines, withdrawal from — 
Shanghai, proposed, and objec- 
tions of Department of 
State, 539-541 
Tientsin, 638 

Naval vessels, arrangement for 
withdrawal of three light i 
cruisers, 539 

U.S. policy, fundamental principles, 554 i 
Wang Ching-wei, opposition to Nan- 
^ king Government, 177, 180, 184 I 
Chinese luastern Railway. See under 
^ China. 

Claims- See Cuba: Arbitration of the 
claim of Charles J. Harrah; Canada: 
Pm Alone case; and under China. 


Colombia, 879-885 

Aviation agreement with the United 
States granting reciprocal facili- 
ties to aircn^t of American 
registry in Colombia and of 
Colombian regfetry in the United 
States, mcludmg the Panama 
Canal 2;one, 879-884 
Negotiations, 879-882 
Texts of notes exchanged Feh ss 
882-884 

U. S. air mail service to Chile via 
8M **''***’' 880, 

Boundary dispute with Nicaragua, 

Commercial treaty with the United 
States, proposed, U. S. suspen- 
sion of negotiations, 886 
Commercial treaties: Egyptian desire to 
conclude commercial treaty with 
the United States, 966, 957: reci- 
procity treaty between the United 
States and Cuba U90B), Cuban 
proposal for revision, and U. S. 
attitude, 887—894 ; U. S.-German 

^^ 08 , 

1109, 1110; u, S. suspension of 
negotiations with Colombia and 
other countries, 885 
Commissions, committees, etc.: 
American Battle Monuments Com- 
mission. See Belgium: Me- 
morials. 

Canadian-U, S. commissions: 

Fisheries commissions: Interna- 
tional Fisheries Commission, 
60, 61-63, 66-67, 78; Missis- 
quoi Bay Fisheries Commis- 
sion, 69-74 ; Passamaquoddy 
Bay Fisheries Commission, 
87-89 

International Joint Commission. 

See under Canada. 

Special International Niagara 
Board, 89-97 

Claims commission, U. S.-China. See 
China: Nanking incident: Sino- 
American commission. 

Experts^ Committee for a final settle- 
ment of reparation problems. See 
Rt^parations. 

Reparation Commission. See Repa- 
rations. 

Concessions, contracts, etc. See Canada: 
Passamaquoddy Bay power project; 
China: Radio communications; Fed- 
eral Telegraph Co. contract; Cuba: 
Arbitration of the claim of Charles 
J. Ifarrah. 

Conciliation treaties. See Arbitration 
and conciliation treaties under 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Egypt, Estonia, 
Ethiopia, Latvia. 

Consular ofiioers. See U. S. consular 
officers. 
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Conventions, Bee Treaties, conventions, 
etc. 

Cooper Co., Dexter P. Bee Canada: 

_ Passamaquoddy Bay power project. 

Costa Bica: Boundary dispute with 
Panama, 886; representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Bailway conflict, 408 

Cuba, 389, 887-923 

Arbitration of the claim of Charles 
J. Harrah against Cuba, 897-923 
Agreement between the United 
States and Cuba for sub- 
mission of claim to arbitration: 
Proposals by the United States 
for arbitration, and repre- 
sentations to Cuba for 
prompt consideration and 
adjustment of claim, 897- 
901, 902-904, 905-913, 914- 
915, 916, 917, 918, 919; 
Cuban attitude, 902-903, 
904-905, 913-914, 915-916, 
917, 918, 920 

Text signed Oct. 1, 921-923 
Award to Charles J. Harrah by 
arbitral tribunal, May 27, 1980, 
and subsequent payment of 
indemnity by Cuba, 923 
Intervention in Cuba by the United 
States, U. S. representations 
against proposed legislation con- 
travening right of, 894-896 
Beciprocity treaty of 1902 with the 
United States, Cuban proposal 
for revision, and U. S. attitude, 
887-894 


Bepresentations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Bailway 
conflict, 389 

Chechoslovakia: Bepresentations to 

China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Bail way conflict, 382, 413; 
U. S. representations against exist- 
ing or contemplated regulations 
restricting importation of American 
films, 1006-1007 


Denmark, 407, 924-929 

Arrangement with the United States 
for reciprocal treatment of pas- 
senger automobiles, 924-927 
Free importation privileges for U. S. 
and Danish consular officers, 
proposed reciprocal extension, 
927-929 

Bepresentations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Bailway 
conflict, question of, 407 
Discrimination, Bee France: Film re- 
strictions; and under China: Taxa- 
tion. 


Dominican Bepublic: Boundary dispute 
jnth Haiti, 930; representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement ojf Chinese East- 
ern Bailway conflict, question of, 
386, 392 

Dual nationality. Bee under China. 

Egvpt, 397, 931-962 

Arbitration and conciliation treaties 
with the United States, 931-936 
Negotiations, 931-932 
Texts signed Aug. 27: Arbitration, 
932-934; conciliation, 934-936 
Capitulatory regime. Bee, infra. Cus- 
toms regime; Gaffir tax; Mixed 
Courts. 

Commercial treaty with the United 
States, Egyptian desire for nego- 
tiation of, 956, 957 
Customs regime, proposed establish- 
ment by Egypt through legisla- 
tive action, and question of con- 
sent of the United States and 
other capitulatory powers, 955— 
958 

Gaffir tax, Egyptian request for appli- 
cation to nationals of the United 
States and other capitulatory 
powers, and U. S. consent, 95S- 

Mixed Courts, 936-955 
Attitude of the United States and 
other powers toward Egyptian 
proposals of Dec. 25, 1927, 

Oct. 28, 1928, for reconsidera- 
tion of capitulatory question 
and immediate revision of 
Mixed Court regime, 936-941, 
943; U. S. reply of Jan. 81, 

1 929, text and alterations, 939- 
941 

Equality of representation of the 
capitulatory powers: Appoint- 
ment of American judges to 
vacancies, 938, 941, 953-955; 
U. S. representations to Egypt 
for adherence to principle of, 
938, 940, 941-952 
Transfer of cases from consular to 
Mixed Court jurisdiction, 
Egyptian suggestion, 952-953 
Bepresentations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Bailway 
conflict, 397 

Embargo. Bee under China: Arms and 
munitions and under China: Badio 
communications: Bestrictions. 

Estonia, 426, 963—979 

Arbitration and conciliation treaties 
with the United States, and U. S. 
negotiations for similar treaties 
with Latvia, 963-979 
Negotiations, 963-975, 979 
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Estonia — Continued. 

Arbitration, etc. —Continued. 

Signatnre of U. S.-Latvian treaties, 
Jan, 14* 970n 

Texts of U. S,-te8tonlan treaties 
signed Aug, £T, 1&B9: Arbitra- 
tion, 975-976; conciliation, 
977-978 

Nonparticipation in representations 
to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern BaUway conflict, 426 

Ethiopia, 422, 980-989 
Arbitration and conciliatfon treaties 
with the United States, 980-985 
Negotiations, 980-981 
Texts signed Jan. ^9: Arbitration, 
982-983; conciliation, 984-985 
Proposed establishment of a sixicial 
court having jurisdiction over 
foreign nationals, U, S. adherence 
to suggestion by diplomatic corps 
at Addis Ababa, 986-989 
Representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese I^lastern Rail- 
way confiiot, 422 

Extradition. See under Canada: 
Treaties, and under France. 

Extraterritorial rights. See Egypt: 
Capitulatory regime and under 
China. 

Federal Telegraph Co. See under China: 
Radio communications. 

Films, American. See France: Film 
restrictions. 

Finland, question of representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 409 410 

Fisheries. See under Canada. 

Flag, American, use of de.sign in French 
trademark, and U. S. prote.st on 
grounds of contravention of in- 
dustrial property convention of 
Junes, 1911, 102^1024 

Franco (see alao China: Foreign powers; 
^^gypt: Capitulatory regime; Rep- 
arations), 990-1024 
Extradition convention with the 
United States, supplementary’': 
Revision of draft convention, 

990- 991; text signed Jan, 15, 

991- 992 

Film restrictions, U. S. efforts to 
protect American motion picture 
interests, 1006-1023 
Assistance to American film interests 
in negotiations with French 
authorities for an agreement to 
settle film controversy, 1008, 
1009-1023 


I France — Continued. 

^ Film restrictions, etc. — Continued. 
Representations to France and 
certain other European coun- 
tries against existing or con- 
templated regulations restrict- 
ing importation of American 
films, 1006-1007; French re- 
ply, 1008-1009 

Tariff administration problems, ar- 
rangement with the United 
St-ates regarding procedure for 
verification by u. S. Treasury 
agents in France of declarations 
of value made by French ex- 
porters, and return of U. S. 
Treasury agents to France, 

992-1002 

Taxation, exemption of U. S. trade 
commissioners and customs rep- 
resell tatives in France from per- 
sonal taxation, 1002-1005 

U. S. protest against use of design of 
American flag in French trade- 
mark, in contravention of indus- 
trial property convention of June 
S, 1911, 1023-1024 

Oearge and Bari case, 38 

Gennany (see aha China: Foreign 
powers ; Reparations) , 1006-1007, 
3028^*1111 

Commercial treaty with the United 
States (19SS), cited, 1107, 1108, 
1109,1110 

Film restrictions, U. S. representa- 
tions against existing or contem- 
plated regulations restricting 
importation of American films, 
1()06-1007 

Free importation privileges and 
exemption from internal taxation 
for u, S. and German consular 
staffs, negotiations concerning 
reciprocal extension, 1106-1111 

War del>t to the United States on 
account of American army of 
occupation costs and mixed 
claims, U. S.-German negotia- 
tions for an agreement providing 
for direct payment by Germany 
of IT. S. share of annuities recom- 
mended in Young Plan, 1083- 
1106 

Attitude of European creditor 
powers, 1101-1102 
Negotiations, 1083-1100, 1102- 

1105 

Press release by U. S- Treasury 
Department, Dec. S9, announc- 
ing arrival at accord on form 
and terms of agreement, 1105- 

1106 

China: Foreign 
Capitulatory 


Great Britain. See 
powers; Egypt: 
regime; Reparations, 
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Greece, question of representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 403-404 

Hague Conference {Aug. 6-81) concern- 
ing Young Plan for German 
reparations, 1083 

Haiti, boundary dispute with Domini- 
can Republic, 930 

Harrah, Charles J., claim against Cuba. 
See Cuba: Arbitration. 

Hot pursuit, doctrine of, 30, 33, 36-40. 
44^46 

Hungary: Question of representations 
to China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 397-308; 
U. S. representations against exist- 
ing or contemplated reflations 
restricting importation of American 
films, 1006-1007 

Vm Alone case. See under Canada. 

Intervention in Cuba by the United 
States, U. S. representations against 
proposed Cuban legislation contra- 
vening right of, 89-4-896 

Irish Free State, nonparticipation in 
representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Railway 
conflict, 407, 417 

Italy {see also China: Foreign powers; 
Eg^t : Capitulations ; Reparations) , 
U. S. representations against exist- 
ing or contemplated regulations 
restricting importation of American 
films, 1006-1007 

Japan. See under China. 

Kellogg-Briand peace pact. See China: 
Chinese Eastern Railway, Sino- 
Soviet conflict and appeal by the 
United States for observance of the 
Kellogg-Briand peace pact. 

Latvia: 

Arbitration and conciliation treaties 
with the United States. See 
Estonia: Arbitration and con- 
ciliation treaties with the United 
States, and U. S. nef tiations for 
similar treaties with Latvia. 

Nonparticipation in representations 
to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 424-425 

League of Nations, question of inter- 
vention in Sino-Soviet conflict over 
Chinese Eastern Railway, 223, 232, 
295, 306, 345, 348, 353, 354-355, 379 

Liberia, representations to China and 
the Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 


Liberia— Continued. 

ment of Chinese Eastern Railway 
conflict, 395 

Liquor control, U. S. See Canada: 
Smuggling. 

Lithuania, nonparticipation in represen- 
tations to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
430 

Loans. See under China. 

Manchuria. See under China. 

Mexico, representations to China and 
the Soviet Union for peaceful set- 
tlement of Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way conflict, 382-383, 393 

Missionaries. See under China: Pro- 
tection. 

Motion pictures, American. See France: 
Film restrictions. 

Munitions. See China: Arms and mu- 
nitions. 

Netherlands {see also China: Foreign 
powers), nonparticipation in repre- 
sentations to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
382,394-395,417 

Newton Bay case, 37-38, 46 

Niagara Falls. See under Canada: 
Treaties. 

Nicaragua: Boundary dispute with Co- 
lombia, 885; r^resentations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 400 

North case, 37 

Norway (jsee also China: Foreign pow- 
era) , nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 421-422 

Panama: Boundary dispute with Costa 
Rica, 886 : representations to China 
and the Soviet Union for peaceful 
settlement of Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way conflict. 377 

Panama Canal Zone. See Colombia: 
Aviation agreement with the 
United States. Pan American Air- 
ways, initiation of air mail service 
to Chile, 880, 884 

Paraguay, Chaco dispute with Bolivia, 
15 

Passamaqimdc^ power project, 

Persia, nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
423 
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Peru: Representations to China and the 
Soviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Rastern Railway 
conflict, 391-392: Tacna-Arica con- 
troversy with Chile, 122 
Peimwha case, 37-38, 45 
Poland, nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
386, 412-413, 419, 420 
Portugal, nonparticipation in represen- 
tations to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
388, 399, 420 

Press. See China: Press restrictions. 

Quarantine inspection of vessels enter- 
ing Puget Sound and waters 
adjacent thereto or the Great Lakes 
via the St, I-iawrence River, U. S,- 
Canadian arrangement concerning, 
118-120 

Radio communications (eee aim tinder 
China), U. S,-Oanadian arrangcv 
ment governing ra<lio communica- 
tions betvreen private experimental 
stations, 114-118 

Red Cross in China, 153, 175, 373, 374 
Reparations, German, plan for a final 
settlement recommended by tlu^ 
Committee of Ext>erts, Jnne 7, and 
U. S. interest in (ace also German v: 
War debt), 1025-1083 
Appointment of Committee by Repa- 
ration Commission and Germany: 
American experts, arrangements 
for participation of, 1025-1028, 
1028; election of Owen I>. Young 
as chairman, I*. B. attitude, 1025; 
list of members, 1 029 
Proposals and rliscussicuiK con- 
cerning — 

Allied war debts owed to t he rnited 
States, 1031, 1034, 1037, 1038- 
1039, 1039-1040, 1041, 1041 - 
1042, 1045, 1050, 1059-1061, 
1069; U. S. opposition to con- 
sideration in d e I e r m i n i n g 
Allied shares of annuities, 
1039, 1039-1040, 1040, 1041, 
1059-1061, 1069-1070 
Annuities: Distribution, 1031-1032, 
1034-1036, 1047, 1048-1049, 
1056-1057, 1067-1068, 1073- 
1075, 1079*'“1081; number and 
amount, 1030-1031, 1036-1038, 
1044, 1045»"1048, 1049-1050, 
1051-1053, 1054-1058, 1068, 
1070, 1076, 1078 


R^arations, German — Continued. 
Proposals and discussions con- 
cerning — Continued. 

Bank for International Settlements 
1032-1033, 1034, 1037, 1038 
1039, 1040, 1041, 1044, 1065- 
1056, 1061, 1064-1066, 1070- 
1073; U. S. objection to partici- 
pation of Federal Reserve Bank. 
1039, 1040, 1061, 1070-1073 
Bonds, question of issuance of, 
1034 

Claims of minor creditor powers, 
procedure for consideration of, 
1047-1048, 1060, 1062-1065, 
1067-1068, 1074, 1076 
German economic situation and 
ability to pay, 1029-1030, 1066 
U. S. share in annuities on account 
of army costs and mixed claims, 
1035, 1039, 1040, 1041, 1042 
1044, 1046-1047, 1048-1049, 
1050, 1057-1068, 1060, 1061, 
1064, 1068-1069, 1070, 1073- 
1074, 1075-1082, 1082-1083 
Reports and recommendations of 
(’omnuttee: Hague Conference 

for implementation of (Aug, 
1083; signattire, June 7, 

1082 

U. B. attitude: Correspondence be- 
tween U. S. Government and 
American experts concerning ex- 
perts^ course of action and 
hmetions, 1038-1041, 1043-1045, 
1049-1050, 1059-1002, 1066- 

1006; general statemcjntB of, 
1038 1040, 1059-1002, 1064- 

1065, 1065-1066, 1068-1070, 

1070- 1071, 1072-1073, 1075- 

1070, 1077-1078, 1081-1082 

Young, Owen T>, (C'hairman), texts 
of |)reliniinfiry proposals sub- 
mitted to Experts* ("ommittee, 
Mar. B8 and Apr, 8, 1034-1036, 
1054-1058 

Rumania, representations to China and 
the Boviet Union for peaceful settle- 
ment of Chinese Eastern Railway 
conflict, 399, 420; Soviet refusal to 
receive, 430, 432-433 
Russia. See China: Chinese Eastern 
Railw'ay, Bino-Soviet conflict. 


Sagaiind case, 38 

Seymour, Dr. Walter F., U. S. efforts to 
obtain amends from Chinese Gov- 
ernment for the killing of, 872-875 
Siam, nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 411 
Siloam incident, 41, *47 


VOLtTMES I AN» 1X1 ARE INDEXED SKPARAIKLT 



INDEX 


1131 


Smuggling. See under Canada. 

Spain: Nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 415-416; 
U. S. representations against exist- 
ing or contemplated regulations 
restricting importation of Ameri- 
can films, 1006-1007 
Standard Oil Co. See under China. 
Sweden, nonparticipation in representa- 
tions to China and the Soviet Union 
for peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 401, 411 
Switzerland, attitude toward, and non- 
participation in, representations to 
China and the Soviet Union for 
peaceful settlement of Chinese 
Eastern Railway conflict, 413-414, 
421 

Tacna-Arica dispute, 122 
Tariff act of 19^2, cited, 998-999, 1011- 
1013, 1014 

Taxation (see also under China) : Ex- 
emption of U. S. trade commission- 
ers and customs representatives in 
France from personal taxation, 
1002-1005; U. S. consent to Egyp- 
tian request for application of gafiSir 
tax to American nationals, 958-962; 
U. S.-Danish arrangement for re- 
ciprocal treatment of passenger 
automobiles, 924—927; U. S.-Ger- 
man negotiations concerning recip- 
rocal free importation privileges and 
exemption from taxation for con- 
sular staffs, 1106-1111 
Treaties, conventions, etc. : 

Arbitration and conciliation treaties. 
See under Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Latvia. 

Arms and munitions: 

Arms traffic convention of 1925, 
cited, 633 

Embargo agreement of 1919. See 
under China: Arms and muni- 
tions. 

Commercial treaties. See Commer- 
cial treaties. 

Conciliation treaties. See Arbitra- 
tion and conciliation treaties 
under BeMum, Bulgaria, Egypt, 
Estonia, Ethiopia, Latvia. 

Extradition conventions. See under 
Canada: Treaties; and under 
France. 

Industrial property convention of 
June 2, 1911, U. S, protest 

against contravention by France 
in issuing trade-mark using de- 
sign of American flag, 1023—1024 
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Treaties, conventions, etc.-^Continued. 

Kellc^g-Briand peace pact. See 
China: Chinese Eastern Railway, 
Sino-Soviet conflict and appeal 
by the United States for observ- 
ance of the Kellogg— Briand peace 
pact. 

Radiotelegraph convention of 1927: 
Chinese ratification, 839; cited, 
115-117 

Sanitary convention of 1928, cited. 
119 

U. S.-Belgium. See Arbitration and 
conciliation and Memorials 
under Belgium. 

U. S.-Bulgaria. See Bulgaria: Arbi- 
tration and conciliation treaties. 

U. S.-Canada. See Canada: Treaties. 

U. S.-China. See Nanking incident 
of Mar. 24y 1927, and Tariff rela- 
tions: Treaty of July 25, 1928, 
under China. 

U. S.-Colombia. See Aviation agree- 
ment and Commercial treaty 
under Colombia. 

U. S.-Cuba. See Arbitration of the 
claim of Charles J. Harrah: 
Agreement under Cuba; aUo 
Reciprocity treaty under Cuba. 

U. S.-Egypt. See Egypt: Arbitration 
and conciliation treaties. 

U. S.-Estonia. See Estonia: Arbitra- 
tion and conciliation treaties. 

U. S.-Ethiopia. See Ethiopia: Arbi- 
tration and conciliation treaties. 

U. S.~France, supplementary extra- 
dition convention: Revision of 
draft convention, 990-991; text 
signed Jan. 15, 991—992 ■ 

U. S.-Germany. See Commercial 
treaty and War debt under 
Germany. 

U. S.-Latvia. See Estonia: Arbitra- 
tion and conciliation treaties 
with the United States, and 
U. S. negotiations for similar 
treaties with Latvia. 

Washington Conference treaties relat- 
ing to China, cited, 525-526 

Turkey, nonparticipation in represen- 
tations to China and the Soviet 
Union for peaceful settlement of 
Chinese Eastern Railway conflict, 
390-391, 414^415 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
See China: Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way, Sino-Soviet conflict. 

U. S. citizens {see also Cuba: Arbitra- 
tion of the claim of Charles J. 
Harrah; Gafl&r tax and Mixed 
Courts under Egypt ; and under 
China), U. S. adherence to pro- 
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tl. S. cita-Contiaued. |U. S. military and naval forces. See 
posal for establishment of a social Canada; I'n Aim case; and under 

court in Ethiopia to have jurisdic- China, 

tion over foreip nationals, 986"989 ■ 

U. 8. consular officers; Venezuela, nonparticipation in repre- 

Appearance of V. 8. consul in sentations to China and the Soviet 

Bhanghai Provisional Court to Union for peaceful settlement of 

testify in case arising in connec- Chinese Eastern Railway conflict 

tion with official duties, U. S. 398 

refusal to permit, 74H53 Vm case, 37-38, 45 
Customs duties exemption, reciprocal 
extension to consular officers of War debts. See Germany; War debt 
the United States and- to the United States; Reparations. 
Chile, arrangement, 121-122 i 

Denmark, negotiations, 927-929 Young, Owen D. See Reparations. 
Germany, negotiations, 1106-1111 Yugoslavia, representations to China 
Promotion of sales of American air- and the Soviet Union for peaceful 

craft in China, attitude of Dc- settlement of Chinese Eastern Rail- 

partment of State, 534-537 I way conflict, 408, 411-412 
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